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PREFACE. 


This  volume  brings  the  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Puritans 
down  to  its  period  ;*  for  though  the  Protestant  dissenters  have  since 
complained  of  several  difficulties  and  discouragements,  yet  most  of 
the  penal  laws  have  been  suspended ;  the  prosecutions  of  the  spi- 
ritual courts  have  been  considerably  restrained  by  the  kind  inter- 
position of  the  civil  powers,  and  liberty  of  conscience  enjoyed 
without  the  hazard  of  fines,  imprisonments,  and  other  terrors  of 
this  world. 

The  times  now  in  review  were  stormy  and  boisterous ;  upon  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  constitution  was  dissolved :  the  men  at 
the  helm  had  no  legal  authority  to  change  the  government  into  a 
commonwealth,  the  protectorship  of  Cromwell  was  a  usurpation, 
because  grafted  only  on  the  military  power,  and  so  were  all  the 
misshapen  forms  into  which  the  administration  was  cast  till  the 
restoration  of  the  king.  In  order  to  pass  a  right  judgment  upon 
these  extraordinary  revolutions,  the  temper  and  circumstances  of 
the  nation  are  to  be  duly  considered ;  for  those  actions  which  in 
some  circumstances  are  highly  criminal,  may  in  a  different  situation 
of  affairs  become  necessary.  The  parties  engaged  in  the  civil  wars 
were  yet  living,  and  their  resentments  against  each  other  so  much 
inflamed,  as  to  cut  off  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliation ;  each  dreaded 
the  other's  success,  well  knowing  they  must  fall  a  sacrifice  to  those 
who  should  prevail.  All  present  views  of  the  king's  recovering  his 
Other's  throne  were  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Worcester,  the  loyal- 
ists being  then  entirely  broken  and  dispersed ;  so  that  if  some  such 
extraordinary  genius  as  Cromwell's  had  not  undertaken  to  steer 
the  nation  through  the  storm,  it  had  not  been  possible  to  hold 

*  The  reader  will  observe  Ihat  the  period  here  referred  to  is  the  passing  the  act 
of  toleration,  with  which  Mr.  Neal's  fourth  Tolame  conclades.  Bat  the  additions  to 
the  original  work,  bj  notes  and  supplements  in  this  edition,  have  necessarily  extend- 
ed it  to  a  fifth  ▼olnme,  which  comprehends  the  aolhor's  two  last  chapters,  the  papers 
that  form  the  Appendix  to  each  of  his  volames,  and  other  papers.    Ed. 
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the  government  together  till  Providence  should  open  a  way  for  re- 
storing the  constitution,  and  settling  it  on  its  legal  basis. 

The  vari^  forms  of  government  (if  they  deserve  that  name) 
which  the  officers  of  the  army  introduced  after  the  death  of  Crom- 
well, made  the  nation  sick  of  thei^frenzies,  and  turned  their  eyes 
towards  their  banished  sovereign ;  whose  restoration  after  all  could 
not  be  accomplished  without  great  ioiprudence  on  one  part,  and 
the  most  artful  dissioiulatlon  on  the  other,  f  he  Presbyterians,  like 
weak  politicians,  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  parted  with  their 
power  on  no  other  security  than  the  royal  word,  for  which  they 
have  been  sufficiently  reproached  ;  though  I  am  of  opinion,  that  if 
the  king  had  been  brought  in  by  a  treaty,  the  succeeding  parliament 
would  hnve  s'tt  li  aaide.  On  the  other  band,  nothing  can  be  mote 
notorious  than  the  deep  hypocrisy  of  general  Monk,  and  the  solemn 
assurances  given  by  the  bishops  and  other  loyalists,  and  even  by 
the  king  himself,  of  burying  all  past  offences  under  the  foundatioa 
of  the  Restoration ;  but  when  they  were  lifted  into  the  saddle,  the 
haste  tliey  made  to  shew  how  little  they  meant  by  their  profflises, 
exceeded  the  rules  of  decency  as  well  as  honour.  Nothing  would 
satisfy,  till  their  adversaries  were  disarmed,  and  in  a  manner  de- ' 
prived  of  the  protection  of  the  government;  the  terms  of  conform- 
ity were  made  narrower  and  more  exceptionable  than  before  the 
civil  wars,  the  penal  laws  were  rigorously  executed,  and  new  ones 
framed  almost  every  sessions  of  parliament  for  several  successive 
years ;  the  Nonconformist  ministers  were  banished  five  miles  from 
all  the  corporations  in  England,  and  their  people  sold  for  sums  of 
money  to  carry  on  the  king's  unlawful  pleasures,  and  to  bribe  the 
nation  into  Popery  and  slavery ;  till  the  bouse  of  commons,  awaken- 
ed at  last  with  a  sense  of  the  threatening  danger,  grew  intractable, 
and  was  therefore  dissolved.  His  m^esty,  having  in  vain  attempt- 
ed several  other  representatives  of  the  people,  determined  «ome 
time  before  his  death  to  change  the  constitution,  and  govern  by  his 
sovereign  will  and  pleasure ;  that  the  mischiefs  which  could  not 
be  brought  upon  the  nation  by  consent  of  parliament,  might  be  in- 
troduced under  the  wing  of  the  prerogative ;  but  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, not  satisfied  with  the  slow  proceedings  of  a  disguised  Protest- 
ant, or  apprehending  that  the  discontents  of  the  people  and  his 
own  love  of  ease  might  induce  him  some  time  or  other  to  change 
measures,  resolved  to  have  a  prince  of  their  own  religion,  and  more 
sanguine  principles  on  the  throne,  which  hastened  the  crisis  of  the 
nation,  and  brought  forward  that  glorious  revolution  of  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary,  which  pnt  a  final  period  to  aU  their  projects. 

The  nature  of  my  design  does  not  admit  of  a  large  and  particular 
relation  of  all  the  civil  transactions  of  these  times,  but  only  of  such 
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a  sbmmary  as  may.  give  light  to  the  affiurs  of  religioii ;  and  I  could 
have  wished  that  the  memory  of  both  had  beeo  entirely  blotted  out 
of  the  reeords  of  time,  if  the  animosities  of  the  several  parties,  and 
their  unchristian  principles,  had  been  buried  with  them ;  but  as  the 
remembering  them  may  be  a  warning  to  posterity,  it  ought  to  give 
no  offence  1o  any  denomination  of  Christians  in  the  present  age, 
who  are  no  Ivays  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors,  nor 
can  otherwise  share  in  a  censure  of  it,  than  as  they  maintain  the 
same  principles,  and  imitate  the  same  unchristian  behaviour.  At 
the  end  of  each  year  I  have  added  the  characters  of  the  principal 
nonconformist  ministers  as  they  died,  partly  from  the  historians  of 
those  times,  but  chiefly  from  the  writings  of  the  late  reverend  doc« 
tor  Calamy,  whose  integrity,  moderation,  and  industry,  deserve  a 
peculiar  commendation.  My  design  was  to  preserve  the  memory 
of  the  reverend  assembly  of  divines  at  Westminster,  as  well  asH>f 
the  little  army  of  confessors,  who  afterward  suffered  so  deeply  in 
the  cause  of  nonconformity. 

In  passing  a  judgment  on  the  several  parties  in  church  and  state; 
I  have  carefully  distinguished  between  those  who  went  into  all  the 
arbitrary  measures  of  the  court,  iind  such  as  stood  firm  by  the  Pro- 
testant religion  and  the  liberties  of  their  country ;  for  it.  must  be 
allowed,  that  in  the  reign  of  king  Charfes  II.  there  were  even 
among  the  clergy  some  of  the  worst  as  well  as  best  of  men,  as  will 
appear  to  a  demonstration  in  the  course  of  this  history ;  but  I  de^ 
sire  no  greater  stress  may  be  laid  upon  facts  pr  characters  than  the 
quality  of  the  vouchers  in  the  margin  will  support.  Where  these 
have  been  differently  related,  I  have  relied  on  the  best  authorities^ 
and  sometimes  reported  Irom  both  sides,  leaving  the  reader  to  choose 
for  himself:  for  if  facts  are  lairly  represented,  the  historian  is  dis- 
charged. I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  imagine  this  history  free  from 
errors ;  but  if  any  mistakes  of  consequence  are  made  to  appear, 
they  shall  be  acknowledged  with  thankfulness  to  those  who  shall 
point  them  out  in  a  civil  and  friendly  manner ;  and  as  I  aim  at  no- 
thing but  truth,  I  see  no  reason  to  engage  in  a  warm  defence  of  any 
parties  of  Christians  who  pass  before  us  in  review,  but  leave  their 
conduct  to  the  censure  of  the  world.  Some  few  remarks  of  my  own 
are  here  and  there  interspersed,  which  the  reader  will  receive  ac- 
cording as  he  apprehends  them  to  follow  from  the  premises';  but  I 
flatter  myself,  that  vrfaen  he  has  carefully  perused  the  several  vo- 
lumes of  this  history,  he  will  agree  with  me  in  the  following  con- 
clusions : 

1st.  That  uniformity  of  sentiments  in  religion  is  not  to  be  at- 
tained among  Christians ;  nor  will  a  comprehension  within  an  esta* 
blishment  be  of  service  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  liberty  without  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


yi  THE   PREFACE. 

toleration  of  all  other  dutifiil  subjects.  Wise  and  good  men,  after 
their  most  diligent  searches  after  troth,  have  seen  things  in  a  differ- 
ent light,  which  is  not  to  be  avoided  as  long  as  they  have  liberty 
to  judge  for  themselves.  If  Christ  had  appointed  an  infallible 
judge  upon  eartb>  or  men  were  to  be  determined  by  an  implicit 
faith  in  their  superiors,  there  would  be  an  end  of  such  differences; 
but  all  the  engines  of  human  policy  that  have  been  set  at  work  to 
obtain  it  have  hitherto  failed  of  success.  Subscriptions,  and  a  va- 
riety of  oaths  and  other  tests,  have  occasioned  great  mbchiefs  to 
the  church :  by  these  means  men  of  weak  morals  and  ambitious 
views  have  been  raised  to  the  highest  preferments,  while  others  of 
stricter  virtue  and  superior  talents  have  been  neglected  and  laid 
aside ;  and  power  has  been  lodged  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
used  it  in  an  unchristian  manner,  to  force  men  to  an  agreement  in 
sounds  and  outward  appearances,  contrary  to  the  true  conviction 
and  sense  of  their  minds ;  and  thus  a  lasting  reproach  has  been 
brought  on  the  Christian  name,  and  on.  the  genuine  principles  of  a 
Protestant  church. 

2dly.  All  parties  of  Christians,  when  in  power,  have  been  guilty 
of  persecution  for  conscience'  sake.  The  annals  of  the  church  are 
a  most  melancholy  demonstration  of  this  truth.  Let  the  reader 
call  to  mind  the  bloody  proceedings  of  the  Popish  bishops  in  queen 
Mary's  reign ;  and  the  account  that  has  been  given  of  the  star- 
chamber  and  high-commission  court  in  later  times ;  what  num- 
bers of  useful  ministers  have  been  sequestered,  imprisoned,  and 
their  femilies  reduced  to  poverty  and  disgrace,  for  refusing  to  wear 
a  white  surplice,  or  to  comply  with  a  few  indifferent  ceremonies  ! 
What  havoc  did  the  Presbyterians  make  with  their  covenant  uni- 
formity ;  their  jure  divino  discipline,  and  the?ir  rigid  prohibition  of 
reading  the  old  service  book.  And  though  the  Independents  had 
a  better  notion  of  the  rights  of  conscience,  how  defective  was  their 
instrument  of  government  under  Cromwell !  how  arbitrary  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tfieir  triers  !  how .  narrow  their  list  of  fundamentals  ! 
and  how  severe  their  restraints  of  the  press !  And  though  the  rigor- 
ous proceedings  of  the  Puritans  of  this  s^e  did  by  no  means  rival 
those  of  the  prelates  before  and  after  the  civil  wars,  yet  they  are  so 
many  species  of  persecution,  and  not  to  be  justified  even  by  the 
confusion  of  the  times  in  which  they  were  acted. 

3diy.  It  is  unsafe  and  dangerous  to  intrust  any  sort  of  clergy 
with  the  power  oi  the  sword  :  for  our  Saviour's  kingdom  is  not  of 
this  world ;  '*  if  it  were  (says  he),  then  would  my  servants  fight,  but 
now  is  my  kingdom  not' from  hence."  The  church  and  state  should 
stdnd  oa  a  distinct  basis,  and  their  jurisdiction  be  agreeable  to  the 
nature  of  their  crimes;  those  of  the  church  purely  spiritual,  and 
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those  of  the  state  purely  civil ;  as  the  kiog  is  supreme  in  the  state/ 
he  is  also  head,  or  guardian,  of  the  church  in  those  spiritual  rights 
that  Christ  has  intrusted  it  with.  When  the  church  in  former  ages 
first  assumed  the  secular  power,  it  not  only  rivalled  the  state,  but 
in  a  little  time  lifted  up  its  head  above  emperors  and  kings,  and  all 
the  potentates  of  the  earth :  the  thunder  of  its  anathemas  was  heard 
in  all  nations,  and  in  her  skirts  was  found  the  blood  of  the  prophets 
and  saints,«4uid  of  all  that  were  slain  upon  the  earth.  And  when- 
ever it  recovers  the  wound  that  was  given  it  at  the.  Reformation^it 
will  undoubtedly  resume  the  same  absolute  coercive  dominion.  It 
is  therefore  the  interest  of  all  sovereign  princes  to  keep  their  clergy 
within  the  limits  that  Christ  has  prescribed  them  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, and  not  to  trust  them  with  the  power,  of  inflicting  corporal 
pains  or  penalties  on  their  subjects,  which  have  no  relation  to  the 
Christian  methods  of  conversion. 

4thly.  Reformation  of  religion,  or  a  redress  of  grievances  in  the 
church,  has  not  in  fact  arisen  from  the  clergy.  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  reflect  upon  that  venerable  order,  which  is  of  great  use- 
fulness, and  deserved  honour,  when  the  ends  of  its  institution  are 
pursued ;  but  so  strange  has  been  the  infatuation,  so  enchanting 
the  lust  of  dominion,  and  the  charms  of  riches  and  honour,  that 
the  propagation  of  piety  and  virtue  has  been  very  much  neglected, 
and  little  else  thought  of  but  hoW  they  might  rise  higher  in  the  au- 
thority and  grandeur  of  this  world,  and.  fortify  their  strong  holds 
against  all  that  should  attack  them.  In  the  dawn  of  the  Reforma- 
tion the  clergy  maintained  the  pope's  supremacy  against  the  king, 
till  they  were  cast  in  a  premunire.  In  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza^ 
beth  there  was  but  pne  of  the  whole  bench  who  would  join  in  the 
consecration  of  a  Protestant  bishop;  and  when  the  Reformation « 
was  established,  how  cruelly  did  those  Protestant  bishops,  who 
themselves  had  suffered  for  religion,  vex  the  Puritans,  because  they 
could  not  come  up  to  their  standard !  How  unfriendly  did  they  be- 
have at  the  Hampton-court  conference !  At  the  restoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  and  at  the  late  revolution  of  king  William  and  queen 
Mary !  when  the  most  solemn  promises  were  broken,  and  the  most 
hopeful  opportunity  of  accommodating  differences  among  Protes- 
tants lost,  by  the  perverseness  of  the  clergy  towards  those  veiy 
men  who  had  saved  them  from  ruin.  So  little  ground  is  there  to 
hope  for  a  union  among  Christians,  or  the  propagation  of  truth, 
peace,  and  charity,  from  councils,  synods,  general  assemblies,  or 
convocations  of  the  clergy  of  any  sort  whatsoever. 

5thly.  Vpoik  these  principles,  it  is  evident  that  freedom  of  reli- 
gion, in  subordination  to  the  civil  power,  is  for  the  benefit  of  so* 
ciety,  and  no  ways  inconsistent  with  a  public  establishment.    The 
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kiag  may  ore«le  iligBitarieSy  and  give  snfioieot  eBCottragcowiil  f» 
those  of  the  poblie  reUgkuiy  without  iovading  the  liberties  of  his 
dissenting  sulgectB.  If  religious  estaUishments  were  stripped  of 
thtb  jodieial  prooesses  and  civil  jurisdiction,  no  ham  could  be  fear- 
ed from  them.  And  as  l|is  «^)esty  is  defender  of  the  iaith  ia  Scot> 
land  as  well  as  England,  and  equally  the  guardian  of  both  churehes, 
he  ^nU  no  doubt  bold  the  balance,  and  prevent  either  from  rising 
to  such  a  pitch  of  greatness  as  to  act  independently  on  the  state,  or 
become  fermidable  and  oppressive  to  their  neighbours :  the  fbrmer 
would  create  taqKrtimi  tu  teperte ;  and  there  is  but  one  step  be- 
tween the  church's  being  independent  on  the  state,  and  the  state 
besoming  dependant  on  the  church.  Besides,  as  freedom  of  religion 
is  for  the  true  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  it  is  no  less  for  the 
service  of  the  community ;  for  the  eumple  of  the  neighbouring  na* 
tions  may  convince  us,  that  uniformity  in  the  church  will  always  be 
attended  with  absolute  and  despotic  power  in  the  .state.  The 
meetings  of  dissenting  Protestants  were  formerly  called  seditious, 
because  the  peace  of  the  public  was  folsely  supposed  to  consnt  in 
uuiforoiity  of  worship ;  but  long  experience  has  taught  us  the  con*- 
trary :  for  though  the  nonconformists  in  those  times  gave  no  dis. 
turbance  to  the  administration,  the  nation  was  far  from  being  at 
peace ;  but  when  things  came  to  a  crisis,  their  joining  with  the 
church,  against  a  corrupt  court  and  ministry,  saved  the  religion 
and  liberties  of  the  nation.  It  must  therefore  be  the  interest  of  a 
free  people  to  support  and  encourage  liberty  of  conscience,  and  not 
to  suiFer  any  one  great  and  powerful  religious  body  to  oppress,  de- 
vour, and  swallow  up  the  rest. 

Finally,  When  Protestant  dissenters  recollect  the  sufferings  of 
their  lathers  in  the  last  age  for  the  freedom  of  their  consciences,  let 
them  be  thankful  that  their  lot  iscast  in  more  settled  times.  The  liber« 
ties  of  Englaiid  are  the  price  of  a  great  deal  of  blood  and  treasure; 
wide  breaches  were  made  in  the  constitution  in  the  four  reigns  of 
the  male  line  of  the  Stuarts;  persecution  and  arbitrary  power  went 
hand  in  hand ;  the  constitution  was  often  in  convulsive  agonies, 
when  the  patrons  of  liberty  appeared  boldly  in  the  noble  cause, 
and  sacrificed  their  estates  and  lives  in  its  defence.  The  Puritans 
stood  firm  by  the  Protestant  religion,  and  by  the  liberties  of  their 
country  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II.  and  king  James  II.,  and 
received  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  all  their  batteries,  without  mov- 
ing sedition,  or  taking  advantage  of  their  persecutors,  when  it  was 
afterward  in  their  power.  Some  amendments,  in  imy  humble  opi- 
nion, are  still  wanting  to  settle  the  cause  of  liberty  on  a  more  equal 
basis,  and  to  deliver  wise  and  good  men  from  the  fetters  of  oaths, 
subscriptions,  and  religious  tests  of  all  sorts.     But  whether  such 
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desirable  blessings  are  in  reserve  for  this  nation,  must  be  left  to  the 
determination  of  an  all-wise  Providence.  In  the  mean  time,  may 
Protestant  dissenters  express  their  gratitude  for  the  protectiomAnd 
ease  they  enjoy  at  present,  by  an  undissembled  piety  towards  QM ! 
by  a  firm  and  unshaken  loyalty  to  his  majAty's  person  and  wise 
administration !  by  avoiding  every  thing  that  tends  to  persecution 
or  censoriousness  for  mere  differences  in  religion !  and  by  the  in- 
tegrity of  their  own  lives  and  manners !  And  while  they  think  it 
their  duty  to  separate  from  the  national  establishment,  may  they 
distinguish  themselves  by  the  exercise  of  all  social  virtues,  and 
stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  the  providence  of  God  has  made 
them  free !  By  such  a  conduct  they  will  preserve  their  characters 
with  all  sober  persons,  and  will  transmit  the  blessings  of  the  pre- 
sent age  to  their  latest  posterity. 

Daniel  Nbal. 

Ijmdon,  March  1, 1737 — 8. 
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CHAP,  I. 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  KING  CHARLES  I.  TO  THE  CORO- 
.  NATION  OF  KliNG  CHARLES  II.  IN  SCOTLAND.    1648. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  late  king,  the  legal  constitution  was 
dissolved,  and  all  that  followed  till  the  restoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  was  no  better  than  a  usurpation  under  differ- 
ent shapes  ;'th^  house  of  commons,  if  it  may  deserve  that 
name,  after  it  had  been  purged  of  a  third  part  of  its  mem- 
bers,* relying  upon  the  act  of  continuation^  called  themselves 
the  supreme  authority  of  the  nation,  and  began  with  an  act 
to  disinherit  the  prince  of  Wales,  forbidding  all  persons 
to  proclaim  him  king  of  England,  on  pain  of  high-treason. 
The  house  of  lords  was  voted  useless ;  and  theoiBceofa 
king  unnecessary,  burdensome^  and  dangerous.  The  form 
of  government  for  the  future  was  declared  to  be  a  free 
commonwealth ;  the  executive  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
a  council  of  state  of  forty  persons,t  with  full  powers  to  take 
care  of  the  whole  administration  for  one  year ;  new  keepers 
of  the  great  seal  were  appointed,  from  whom  the  judges 
received  their  commissions,  with  the  name^  style,  and  title, 
of,  custodes  libertatis  Anglim  authoritate  parliamenti;  i.  e,. 
keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England  by  authority  of  par*- 

^  According  to  Bcbard,  not  abore  a  fifth  part  of  the  commons  were  left.  On  ft^ 
coant  o^  the  reduced  and  mutilated  stale  of  the  boase,  they  were  called  the  Romp 
Parliamalit/.'  This  name  was  first  given  to  them  by  Walker,  the  anther  of  the  Hit- 
tory  of  Independency,  by  way  of  derision,  in  ailosion  to  a  -fowl,  all  devoured  ftnt 
the  romp  ;  and  they  were  compared  to  a  man  **  who  would  never  cease  to  whet  and 
whet  his  knife,  till  there  was  no  steel  left  to  make  it  usefnl."  Dr.  Grey,  and 
Rapin. — Ed.  < 

t  According  to  Whitelooke,  who  gives  their  names,  the  ootinoil  consisted*  of  thirty- 
eight  persons  only. — E0. 

YOL,  IV.  B 
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liament.  The  coin  was  stamped  on  one  side  with  the  arms 
of  England  between  a  laurel  and  a  palm,  with  this  inscrip- 
tiQn,  ^^  The  Commonwealth  of  England ;"  and  on  the  other, 
"  a  cross  and  harp,  with  this  motto, ''  God  with  us/'*  The 
oatl^s  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  were  abolished,  and  a  new 
one  appointed,  called  the  Engagement,  which  was,  to  be  true 
and  faithful  to  the  government  established,  without  king  or 
house  o£  peers.  Such  as  refused  the  oath  were  declared 
incapable  of  holding  any  place  or  office  of  trust  in  the  com- 
monwealth ;  but  as  many  of  the  excluded  members  of  the 
house  of  commons  as  would  take  it,  resumed  their  places. 

Such  was  the  foundation  of  this  new  constitution,  which 
had  neither  the  consent  of  the  people  of  England,  nor  of 
their  representatives  in  a  free  parliament.  *^  And  if  ever 
there  was  a  usurped  government  mutilated,  and  founded 
only  in  violence  (says  Rapinf))  it  was  that  of  this  parlia- 
ment."  But  though  it  was  unsupported  by  any  other  power 
thai>  that  of  the  army,  it  was  carried  on  with  the  most  con- 
summate wisdom,  resolution,  and  success,  till  the  same  mi- 
litary power  that  set  it  up,  was  permitted  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence with  equal  violence  to  pull  it  down. 

The  new  commonwealth  in  its  infant  state  met  with  op<r 
position  from  divers  quarters:  the  levellers  in  the  army 
gave  out,  that  the  people  had  only  changed  their  yoke,  not 
shaken  it  off;  and  that  the  Rumpus  little  finger  (for  so  the 
house  of  commons  was  now  called)  would  be  heavier  than 
the  king's  loins.  The  agitators  therefore  petitioned  the 
hduse  to  dissolve  themsSHes,  that  new  representatives 
might  be  chosen.  The  Comlnons,  alarmed  at  these  proceed; 
ings,  ordered  th^ir  general  officers  to  cashier  the  peti- 
tioners, and  break  theit*  sWords  over  their  heads,  which  was 
done  accordingly.  But  when  the  forces  passed  under  a 
general  review  at  WariS,  their  friends  in  the  army  agreed 
to  distinguish  themselves  by  wearing  something  white  in 
their  hats ;  j:  which  Cromwell  having  some  intelligence  of 
beforehand,  commanded  two  Regiments  dt  horse  who  were 
not  in  the  secret,  to  surround  one  of  the  regiments  of  foot ; 
and  having  condemned  four  of  the  ringleaders  in  a  council 
of  war,  he  commanded  two  of  them  to  be  shot  to  death  by 

*  Co  which  ft  Rian  of  wit  observedi  "  Ifaai  God  and  tbe  commonwealth  were  not 
.  both  on  a  side."     Dr.  Grej.~ED. 

t  Vol.  2.  p.  5T3,  foUo.  t  Whitelocke,  p.  S87.  38^. 
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their  other  two  associates^^  in  sight  of  the  whole^army ;  and 
to  break  the  combination^  eleven  re^inents  were  ordered 
for  Ireland;  upon  which  great  numbers  deserted^  and 
inarched  into  Oxfordshire ;  but'generals  Fairfax  and  Crom- 
well^ having  overtaken  them  at  Abingdbn,  held  them  in 
treaty  till  colonel  Reynolds  came  tip,  and  after  some  few 
skirmishes  dispersed  them. 

The  Scots  threatened  the  commonwealth  with  a  formidable 
invasion,  for  upon  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  they  pro- 
claimed the  prince  of  Wales  king  of  Scotland,  and  sent 
commissfoners  to  the  Hague^  to  invite  him  into  that  king- 
dom, provided  he  would  renounce  Popery  and  Prelacy,  and 
take  the  solemn  league  and  covenant.  To  prevent  the 
effects  of  this  treaty,  and  cultivate  a  good  understanding 
with  th^  Dutch;  the  parliament  sent  Dr.  Dorislaus,*  an 
eminent  civilian,  concerned  in  the  late  king^s  trials  agent  to 
the  States- General;  but  the  very  first  night  after  his  ar- 
rival, May  3, 1649,  he  was  murdered  in  his  own  chamber 
by  twelve  desperate  cavaliers  in  disguise,  who  rushed  ia 
upon  him  while  he  was  at  supper,  and  with  their  drawn 
swords  killed  him  on  the  spot.f  Both  the  parliament  and 
states  of  Holland  resented  this  base  action:]:  so  highly,  that 
the  youn^ king  thought  proper  to  remove  into  France ;  from 
whence  he  went  to  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  and  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  fixed  at  Breda ;  where  the  Scots 
commissioners  concluded  a  treaty  with  him,  upon  the  foot 

*  This  person  was  a  latSve  of  Holland,  uj  doctor  of  ihe  civil  law  at  Leyden.  On 
his  oomtog  to  England  he  was  patronised  h^Falk  lord  Bro«k,  who  appointed  him  (o 
reaileetares  on  history  in  Cambridge.  Birt(  as  in  the  opening  of  his  ooorse  he  de^ 
eried  monarchy,  he  was  silenced ;  he  then  resided  some  time  near  to  Maldon  in 
£8sex^  where  he  had  married  an  English -woman.  He  was  afterward,  a  jadge  advo- 
"<Cftte  first,  in  the  king's  army,  and  then  in  the  army  of  the  parliament,  and  at  length 
one  of 'the  jadges  of  the  opart  of  admiralty.  The  parliament  ordered  250Z.  for  his 
fiinei-al;  settled  on  his  son  200/.  per  annum  for  his  life,  and  ^re  500/.  a  piece  to 
]h#  daoghters.  Wood's  Athenas  Oxon.  toI.  3.  p.  228 ;  and  Whitelocke's  MemoriMf^ 
p.  390.— Ed. 

t  Whitelocke,  p.  386/ 

t  Pr.  Gr«y  cannot  easily  believe  that  ihe  mnrder  of  Df .  Dorislaas'was  resented  by 
tiie  states  of  Holland ;  because  they  had  bravely  remonstrated  by  their  two  ambassa- 
dorK  against  the  king's  death:  he  cannot,  therefore,  be  easily  induced  to  think,  that, 
after  this,  they  eould  re^nt  ihe  death  of  one  of  his  execrably  marderers*  But  Dr« 
Grey  does  not  consider  what  was  dae  in  this  ease  to  the  honour  of  their  own  police, 
and  to  the  repatation  and  weight  of  their  own  laws.  Mr.  Neal  is  justified  in  his  re- 
presentations by  Whitelocke ;  who  says,  **  that  letters  from  the  Hague  reported, 
that  the  States  caused  earnest  inqnisition  to  be  made  after  the  murderers  ot  I)r.  Do- 
rislans ;  promised  one  thousand  guilders  to  him  who  should  bring  any  of  them  ;  and 
pobltshed  it  death  to  any  who  should  harbour  any  one  of  them.''  Memorials, 
p.  390.— -Ej). 
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of  which  he  ventured  his  royal  person  into  that  kingdom 
the  ensuing  year. 

But  to  8trik^  terror  into  thp  cavaliers,  the  parliament 
erected  another  high  court  of  justice^  and  sentenced  to  death 
three  illustrious  noblemen^  for  the  part  they  had  acted  in 
the  last  civil  war;  duke  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Holland,  and 
lord  Capely  who  were  all  executed  March  9,  in  the  Palace- 
.yard  at  Westminster:  duke  Hamilton  declared  himself  a 
Presbyterian ;  and  the  earl  of  Holland  was  attended  by  two 
minis(^ers  of  the  same  persuasion  ;  but .  lord  Capel  was  a 
thorough  loyalist,  and  went  off  the  stage  with  the  courage 
and  bravery  of  a  Roman. 

.  Biit  the  chief  scene  of  great  exploits  this  year  was  in  Ire- 
land,  which  Cromwell,  a  bold  and  enterprising  conamander, 
bad  been  appointed  to  reduce ;  for  this  purpose  he  was  made 
lord-lieutenant  for  three  years,  and  having  taken  leave  of  the 
parliament,  sailed  from  Milford-baven  about  the  middle  of 
August;  with  an  army  of  fourteen  thousand  men  of  resolnle 
principles,  who  before  the  embarkation  observed  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer;  in  which,  Mr.  Whitelocke  remarks, 
after  three  ministers  had  prayed,  lieutenant-general  Crom- 
welj. himself,  and  the  colonels  Gough  and  Harrison,  ex- 
pounded some  parts  of  Scripture  excellently  well,  and  per- 
tinently to  the  occasion.  The  army  was  under  a  severe  dis- 
ciplii^e;  not  an  oath  was  to  be  heard  throughout  the  whole 
camp,  the  soldiers  spending  their  leisure  hours  in  reading 
their  Bibles,  in  singing  psalms,  and  religious  conferences. 

Almost  all  Ireland  was  In- the  hands  of  the  royalists  and 
Roman  Catholics,  except  Dublin  and  Londonderry;  the 
former  of  these  places  had  been  lately  besieged  by  the  duke 
of  Ormond  with  twenty  thousand  men,*  but  the  garrison 

*  Dr.  Grey  coutroverU  Mr.  Neal's  acoo«nt  of  the  oomber  of  the  dake  of  Ormood's 
annj,  OD  tbQ  authority  of  lord  Clareodon  an^  Mr.  Carte :  the  forser  Myd,  that  Jom« 
sallied  out  with  a  body  of  six  thousand  foot  and  one  thoosaod  nine  hundred  horse, 
and  that  the  army  encamped  at  Rathmines  was  not  so  stronjif  in  horse  and  loot:  the 
latter,  that  Jones's  foi%es  amounted  to  only  four  thousand  foot  and  one  thousand  two 
haodi^ed  horse,  which  was  a  body  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  Irish  army,  if  it  had  been 
aii  engaged.  These  authorities  are  set  against  Mr.  Neal.  On  the  other  band,  White- 
locke inforpis  as  that,  preyiously  to  this  defeat,  letters  from  Ireland  represented  the 
duke  of  Ormond  as  approaching  DuhJia  with  twelve  thonsaud  foot  and  two  thousand 
four  hundred  horse ;  and  letters  from  Chester  reported  him  fort/  thousand  strong 
before  Dublin.  Ludlow  says,  that  his  forces  were  doable  in  number  to  those  of  Jones. 
Borliise  says,  that  Jones  With  very  few  forces,  comparatively,  fell  on  the  besiegers, 
killed  four  thousand,  and  took  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventeen  prisoners. 
7be  plunder  of. the  field,  we  are  told,  was  so  rich,  that  the  camp  was  like  a  fair,  pre- 
senting for  sale  cloth,  silk,  and  aU  manner  of  clothes.   The  ptrliameiit  settled  1000/. 
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feeing  recruited  with  three  regiments  from  England,  the  go- 
vernor, colonel  James;  surprised  the  besiegers,  and  after  a 
vigorous  sally  stormed  their  camp,  And  routed  the  whole 
irmy,  which  dispersed  itself  into  Drogheda,  and  other  for- 
tified places.  Cromwell  upon  his  arrival  was  received  with 
the  acclamations  of  a  vast  concourse  of  people,  to  whom  he 
addressed  himself  from  a  rising  ground,  with  hat  in  hand,  ia 
a  soldierlike  manner,  telling  them  **  he  was  come  to  cut 
down  and  destroy  the  barbarous  and  blood-thirsty  Irish, 
with. all  their  adherents;*  but  that  all  who  were  for  the 
Protestant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  tlieir  country ,  should 
find  suitable  encouragement  from  the  parliament  of  England 
and  himself,  in  proportion  to  tjieir  merits."  Having  re« 
freshed  his  forces  he  marched  directly  to  Drogheda,  which 
Was  garrisoned  with  two  thousand  five  hundred  foot  and 
three  hundred  horse,  and  was  therefore  thought  capable  of 
holding  out  a  month ;  but  the  general  neglecting  the  common 
forms  of  approach,  battered  the  walls  with  his  cannon,  and 
liaving  made  two  accessible  breaches,  like  an  impetuous  con- 
queror, entered  the  town  in  person  at  the  head  of  colonel 
Ewer's  regiment  of  foot,  and  put  all  the  garrison  to  the 
sWord.  From  thence  he  marched  to  Wexford,  which  he 
look  likewise  by  storm,  and  after  the  example  of  Drogheda, 
jput  the  garrison  to  the  sword  ;  the  general  declaring,  that 
he  would  sacrifice  all  the  Irish  Papists  to  the  ghosts  of  the 
English  Protestants  whom  they  had  massacred  in  cold 
blood.t     The  conquest  of  these  places  struck  such  a  terror 

per  annnm  id  land  on  Jones,  for  his  services.  Wbitelocke's  Memoirs,  p.  393.  401. 404. 
Ladlow's  Memoirs,  p.  101,  4to.  ed.     And  Harris's  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  228. — Ed. 

*  Dr.  Grey  spends  bere  more  than  ten  pages  in  detailing,  from  lord  Clareodon, 
yarioQS  acts  of  oppression,  4srae|ty,  and  mnrder,  perpetrated  by  individuals  of  Crom* 
well's  army  ;  to  abew  that  they  were  not  less  barbarons  and  blood-thirsty  than  the  in- 
hon^an  wretches  concerned  in  the  Irish  massacre.  Snch  deeds,  nndoubtedly,  shock 
humanity ;  and  oaght  to  shock  every  party.  Bat  the  gailt  lieth  originally  at  the  door 
of  those  who  were  the  first  aggressors;  whose  condaot  famished  the  precedent  and 
provoked  retaliatioo.-^Bi). 

t  Great  reproach,  on  this  acooant,  has  fallen  on  the  name  of  Cromwell.  He  re- 
cOneiled  himself  to  the  execotion  of  sach  severe  orders,  for  patting  to  the  sword  and 
giving  no  quarter,  by  eonsideriog  them  as  necessary  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood 
lor  the  fattire,  and  as  the  instrument  of  the  righteous  jadgroent  of  God  upon  those 
barbaroQS  wretches  who  had  imbrued  their  hands  in  so  maoh  innocent  blood.  If  eVer 
sach  measores  are  jostifiable,  "  it  is  in  such  a  case  as  this  (observes  Dr.  Harris)^ 
where  the  known  disposition  and  behaviour  of  the  sufferers  are  remarkably  barba- 
roas,  inboman,  and  cruel."  Such  horror,  we  are  told,  had  the  barbarities  committed 
by  the  Irish,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion  and  daring  the  course  of  the  war  imr 
pressed  on  every  English  breast,  that  even  the  humane  and  gentle  Fairfax  ex- 
pressed  in  warm  and  severe  terms  his  disapprobation  at  granting  them  quarter.  Har- 
rises Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  2?9 ;  and  Macaalay's  History  of  England,  vol.' 5.  p.  15,  note, 
8vo.  ed. — Ri>i 
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ii^to  the  rest,  tbftt  they  surrendered  upv  the  first  summons  ; 
the  name  of  Cromwell  carrying  victory  on  its  wings  before 
himself  appeared,  the  whole  country  was  reduced  by  the 
middle  of  May,  except  Limerick,  Galway,  and  one  or  two 
other  places,  which  Iretpn  took  the  following  summer, 
liord  Inchequin  deserted  the  remains  of  the  royal  army, 
mid  Ormond  fled  into  France.  Lieutenant-general  Crom- 
well being  called  home  to  march  against  the  Scots,  arrived 
at  London  abput  the  middle  of  May,  and  was  received  by 
the  parliament  and  city  with  distinguished  .respect  and 
honour,  as  a  soldier  who  had  gained  more  lauj:els>  and 
"done  more  wonders  in  nine  months,  than  any  age  or  history 
could  parallel.  , 

It  is  a  remarkable  account  the  lieutenant-general  gives  in 
one  of  his  letters,  pf  the  behaviour  of  the  army  after  their 
arrival  in  I  reland; "  Their  diligence,  courage,  and  behaviour, 
are  8^h.(says  he)  through  the  providence  of  God,  and  strict 
care  of  the  chief  officers,  that  never  men  did  obey  orderg 
more  cheerfully,  nor  go  upon  duty  more  courageously. 
!Never  did.greater  harmony  and  resolution  appear  to  proses 
^  c^jte  this  cause  of  God,  than  in  this  arnify.  Such  a  consent 
of  heart  and  hands ;  such  a  8ympath|u>f  affections,  not  only 
in  carnal  but  in  spiritual  ))oads,  which  tie  faster  than  chains 
of  adamAQt !  I  have  often  observed  a  wonderful- consent  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  upon  the  grounds  of  doing  service 
to  God»  and  how  mimeulously  they  have  succeeded.  The 
u^nd  of  man  being  satisfied,  and  fixed  on  God,  and  that  his 
undertaking  is  for  God^s  glory,  it  gives  the  greatest  courage 
to  those  men,  and  prosperity  to  tb^ir  actions,"* 

To  put  the  affairs  of  Ireland  together:  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics charged  the  ill  success  of  their  affairs  upon  the  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  sent  him  word,  ''  that  they  were  determined 
not  to  submit  any  longer  tq  his  commands,  it  not  being  fit 
that. a  CathpUc  army. should  b^  under  the  direction  of  a 
Protestant  general ;  but  that  if  he  would  depart  the  kipg<- 
dom,  they  would  undertake  of  themselves  to  drive  Ireton 
out  of. Dublin."  After  this  they  offered  the  kingdom  to  the 
duke  of  Lorrain,  a  bigoted  Papist,  who  was  wise  enough, 
to  depliqe  the  offer,t  and  then  quarrelling  amon^  themselvesi 

*  Whilelocke,  p.  434. . 

t  Dr.  Grej  InsiDuates  here  a  reflection  on  Mr.  NeaVs  Teracity ;  by  remarWiig  that 
iie  produces  too  aathoritjr  for  tho  assertion.     But  that  Ireland  was  offered  to,lh» 
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fhey  were  soon  driven  out  ofall  the  strong  holds  of  the  king- 
dom^  and  forced  to  submit  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror. 
AH  who  had  borne  arms  in  the  late  insurrection^  were  shipped 
away  into  France,  Spain,  or  Flanders,  never  to  return  oa 
pain  of  death.  Those  who  had  a  hand  in  murdering  the 
Protestants  at  the  time  of  the  massacre,  were  brought  from 
several  parts  of  the  country,  and  after  conviction  upon  a 
fair  trial  were  executed.  The  rest  of  the  liatives,  who  weire 
called  Tories,  were  shut  up  in  the  most  inland  counties 
and  their  lands  given  partly  in  payment  to  the  soldiers  who 
settled  tbere,  and  the  rest  to  the  first  adventurers.*  Lord 
Clarendon  relates  it  thus:  ^^  Near  one  hundred  thousand  of 
them  were  transported  into  foreign  parts,  for  the  service  of 
the: kings  of  France  and  Spain;  double  that  number  were 
consumed  by  the  plague,  famine,  and  other  severities  ex* 
ercised  upon  them  in  their  own  country ;  the  remainder  were 
by  Cromwell  transplanted  into  the  most  inland,  barren, 
desolate,  and  mountainous  part  of  the  province  of  Con* 
naughty  and  it  was  lawful  for  any  man  to  kill  any  of  the 
Irish,  that  were  found  out  of  the  bounds  appointed  them 
within  that  circuit.  Such  a  proportion  of  land  was  allotted 
to  every  man,  as  the  protector  thought  competent  for  them; 
.upon  whicli  they  were  to  give  formal  releases  of  all  their 
titles  to  their  lands  in  any  other  provinces ;  if  they  refused 
to  give  such  releases,  they  were  still  deprived,  and  left  to 
starve  within  the  limits  prescribed  them ;  out  of  which  they 
durst  not  withdraw ;  so  that  very  few  refused  to  sign  those 
releases,  or  other  acts,  which  were  demanded.  It  was  v^ 
considerable  time  before  these  Irish  could  raise  any  thing 
out  of  their  lands  to  support  their  lives ;  but  necessity  was 
the  spring  of  industry."  Thus  they  lived  under  all  the 
infamy  of  a  conquered  nation  till  the  restoration  of  king 
Charles  U.  a  just  judgment  of  God  for  their  barbarous  and 
linheard-of  eruelties  to  the  Irish  Protestants ! 

To  return  to  England :  The  body  of  the  Presbyterians 
acted  in  concert  with  the  Scots,  for  restoring  the  king's 
family  upon  the  foot  of  the  covenant ;  several  of  their  mi-r 
nisters  carried  on  a  private  correspondence  with  the  chielb 
of  that  nation,  and  instead  of  taking  the  engagement  to 

gaardiannhip  of  the  dake  of  Lorraiirfaat  been  since  mentioned,  as  an  ihcontroTertiblfi. 
fact,  bj  Dr.  Harris  and  Mrs.  Macaalaj. — Ed. 
♦  Cgrrlngton's  Lift  of  Cromivell,  p.  t^S,    Clarendon,  p.  153. 
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the  t>re8eDt  powers,  called  tbem  usurper's,  and  dedined 
praying,  for  them  in  their  churches ;  they  also  declared 
Against  a- general  toleration,  for  which  the  army  and  parlia- 
ment contended. 

When  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  was  embarking.. (or 
Ireland,  he  sen^t  letters  to  the  parliament,  recommending 
the  removal  of  aU  the  penal  laws  relating  to  religion ;  upon 
which  the  house  ordered  a  committee  to  make  report  con** 
cerning  a  method  for  the  ease  of  tender  consciences,  and  an 
act  to«.be  brought  in  to  appoint  commissioners  in  every 
counf y^  *fpr  the.  approbation  of  able  and  well-qualified  per- 
sons to  be  madfe  ministers^  who  cannot  comply  with  the  pre- 
iient  ordinaoce  for  ordination  of  ministers.* 

August  i6,  geaeral  Fairfax  and  his  council  at  officers 
presented  a  petition  to  the  s^m^  purpose,  praying  ^'  that  all 
penal  statutes  formerly  made,«and  ordinances  lately  made, 
whereby  many  .conscientious  people  were  molested,  and  tl|^ 
propagation  of  the  gospel  hindered,  might  be  removed. 
Not  that  they  desired  this  liberty  should  extend  to  the 
setting  up  Popery,  or  the  late  hierarchy ;  or  to  the  counte- 
ikancing  any  ,sort  of  immorality  or  profaneness ;  for  jthey 
earnestly  desired,  that  drunkenness,  awearing,  uncleanness^ 
and  all  acts  of  prpfaneness,  might  be  vigorously  prose- 
cuted ia  all  persons  whatsoever ."+  The  house  prbmised  to 
take  the  petitioi)  into  speedy  consideration^  and  after  some 
time  passed  it  into  a  law. 

But  to  bring  the  Presbyterian  clergy  to  the  test,  the  en-^ 
gagement  which  had  beep  appointed  to  beiaken  by  all  civil 
and  military  officers  within  a  limited  time,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting their  places^ywaa  now  required  to  be  sworn  and  sub- 
scribed by  all  ministers,  heads  of  colleges  and  halls,  fellows 
of  houses,  graduates,  and  all  officers  in  the  universities ; 
and  by  the  masters,  fellows,  schoolmasters,  and  scholars,  of 
iBton-college, .Westminster,  and  Winchester  schools;  no 
minister  waa  to  be  admitted  to  any  ecclesiastical  living,  no 
clergyman  to  sit  as  member  of  the  assembly  of  divines,  nor 
he  capable  of  enjoying  any  preferment  in  the  church,  unless 
he'  qualified  himself  by  taking  the  engagement  within  six 
months,  publicly  in  the  face  of  the  congregation.^ 
.  November  9,  it  was. referred  to  a  committee,  to  consider 
how  the  engagement  might  be  subscribed  by  all  the  people 

♦  Wbitelockc,  p.  405,.  t  Ibid.  p.  404.  t  Walker,  p.  146. 
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oC  the  nation^  of  eight'eeri  years\of  age  and  upwards*  iPuF* 
suant  to  which  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  passed,  Januaiy 
l^^to  debar  ^H  whp  should  refuse  to  take  and  subscribe  it, 
from  the  benefit  of4hel^w ;  and  to  disable  them  from  suing' 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity. 

This  was  a  severe  test  on  the  Presbyterians,  occasioned 
by  the  apprehended  rupture  with  the  Scots ;  but  their  clergy 
inveighed  bitterly  against  it  in  their  sermons,  and. refused 
to  observe  the  days  of  humiliation  appointed  by  authority 
for  a  blessing  upon  their  arms.  Mr.  Baxter  says,^  4hat  he 
wrote  several  letters  to  the  soldiers,  to  convince  tbcsmr^l the 
unlawfulness  of  the  present  expedition:  and  in  his«ermqfa8 
declared  it  a  sin  to  force  ministers  to  pray  for  the  success  of 
those  who  had  violated  the  covenant,  and  Were  going  to  de« 
stroy  their  brethren.  That  he  both  spoke  and  preached 
against  the  engagement,  and  dissuaded  men  from  talking  it* 
At  Exeter,  says  Mr.  Whitelocke,  the  ministers  went  out  of 
town  on  the  fast-day,  and  shut  up  the  chnirofat^doors ;  and  all 
the  magistmtes  refused  the  engagement.  At  Taunton  the 
fast  was  not  kept  by  the  Presbyterian  ministers;  and*  at 
Ghester  they  condemned  the  engagement  to  th^  pit  of  bell ; 
as  did  many  of  the  London  ministers,  who  kept  days  of  pri- 
vate fasting  and  prayer,  against  the  present  ^ovemiiient. 
Some  of  them  (says  Whitelocke)  joined  the  royalists,  and 
refused  to  read  the  6rdinances  of  parliament  in  their  pulpits, 
as  was  usual  in  those  times ;  nay,  When  the  Scots  were 
beaten,  they  refused  •  to  observe  the  day  of  thanksgiving,t 
but  shut  up  their  churches  and  went  out  of  town.;  for  which 
they  were  summoned  before  the  committee  and  reprimand- 
ed ;  but  the  ttmes  beuig  unsettled  no  farther  notice  was  taken 
of  them  at  present. 

^  Most  of  the  sectarian  party,  says  Mr;  Baxter,;]:  swallowed 
the  engagement ;  and  so  diB  the  king^s  old  cavaliers,  very 
Ibw  of  them  being  sick' of  the  disease  of  a  scrupulous  con- 
science: some  wrote  for  it,  but  the  moderate  episcopal  men 
and  Presbyterians  generally  refiised  it.    Those  of  Lan- 

•  Life,  p.  64.  66, 

t  Lor4  Grey,  at  the  dedire  of  some  who  were  zealoasly  attached  to  the  pariiament, 
complained,  in  a  letter  to  the  lord-president  of  the  council  of  state,  of  the  neglect  of 
the  ministers,  in  Leicestershire  and  another  eoantj,  in  this  instance :  and  urged  the 
importance  of  noticing  iheir  contempt  of  the  thanksgiviiig-day,  expressed  bj  their 
nbnobsenrance  of  it.    Dr.  Grey*s  Appendix,  no.  8. — Eol 

tLife,  p.  64,  «5. 
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cashire  and    Cheshire   published   the   following   reasons 

against  it : 

(1.)  *^  Because  they  apprehended  the  oath  *of  allegiance, 
and  the  solemn  league  aiid  covenant,  were  still  binding. 

(3.)  '^  Because  the  present  powers  were  no  better  than 
usurpers. 

(3.)  '^  Because  the  taking  of  it  was  a  prejudice  to  the  right 
heir  of  the  crown,  and  of  the  ancient  legal  constitution/' 

To  which  it  was  answered,  ^^  that  it  was  absurd  to  sup- 
pose the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  the' solemn  league  and  cove- 
nant,'to  be  in  force  after  the  king's  death;  for  how  could 
they  be  obliged  to  preserve  the  king^s  person,  when  the 
king's  person  was  destroyed^  and  the  kingly  office  abolished ; 
and  as  to  his  succe^or,  his  right, had  been  forfeited  and 
taken  away  by  parliament/'  With  regard  to  the  present 
powers,  it  was  said^  ^*  that  it  was  not  for  private  persons  to 
dispute  the  rights  and  titles  of  their  supreme  govemors.^ 
Here  was  a  government  defactOy  under  which  they  lived; 
as  long  therefore  as  they  enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  go- 
vernment, it  was  their  duty  to  give  all  reasonable  security 
that  they  would  not  disturb  it,  or  else  to  remove.'*  The 
body  of  the  common  people  being  weary  of  war,  and  will- 
ing to  live  quiet  under  any  administration,  subitaitted  to  the 
engagement,  as  being  little  more  than  a  promise  not  to  at- 
tempt the  subversion  of  the  present  government,  but  many 
of  the  Presbyterian  clergy  chose  rather  to  quit  their  prefer- 
ments in  the  church  and  university,  than  comply;  which 
made  way  for  the  promotion  of  several  Independent  divines, 
and  among  others,  of  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  one  of  the  dis- 
senting brethren  in  the  assembly,  who  by/order  of  parliament^ 
Januarys,  1749*— 50,  was  appointed  president  of  Magdalen-, 
college;  Oxford,  with  the  privilege  of  nominating  fi^Ilows 
and  demies  in  such  places  as  should  become  vacant  by  death, 
or  by  the  possessors  refusing  to  take  the  engagement.* 

The  parliament  tried  several  methods  to  recondle  the 
Presbyterians  to  the  presetit  administratiotti ;  persons  were 
appointed  to  treat  with  them,  and  assure  them  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government,  and  of  tb^  full  enjoyment  of  their 
ecclesiastical  preferments  according  to  law ;  when  this 
could  not  prevail,  an  order  was  published,  that  ministers  in 

♦  Whilelocke,  pi  453. 
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tbeir  pulpits  should  not  meddle  with  state-affairs.  After  this 
the  celebrated  Milton  was  appointed  to  write  fQjp  the  go-^ 
vernment,  who  rallied  the  seditious  preachers  ^ith  hi?  sa- 
tirical pen  in  a  severe  manner;  at  length,  when,  all  other 
inethods  failed,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  .receive  informa- 
tions against  such  ministers  as  in. tbeir  pulpits  vilified  and 
aspersed  the  authority  of  parliament,  and  an  act  was  passed, 
that  all  such  should  be  sequestered  from  their  ecclesiastical 
preferments.* 

.  The  Presbyterians  supported  themselves  under  these 
hardships  by  their  alliance  with  the  Scots,  and  their  hopeqf 
a  speedy  alteration  of  affairs  by  their  assistance ;  for  in  the 
remonstrance  of  the  general  assembly  of  that  kirk,  dated 
July  27,  they  declare,  that  5'  thp  spirit  which  has  acted  ia 
the  councils  of  those  wlip  have  o^$tructed  the  work  of  God, 
despised  the  covenant,  corrupted  the  truth,  forced  the  par- 
liament, murdered  the  king,  changed  the  government^  and 
established  such  an  unlimited  toleration  in  religion,  pannot 
be  the  spirit  of  righteousness  .and  bolinessv  They  therefore 
M^arn  the  subjects  of  Scotland  against  joining  with' them, 
and  in  case  of  an  invasion  to  stand  up  in  their  own  defence* 
The  English  have  nq  controversy  with  us  (say  they),  but 
because  the  kirk  and  st^te  have  declared  against  their  un- 
lawful engagement ;  because  we  still  adhere  to  our  covenant, 
and  have  bprne  our  testimony  against  tbeir  toleration,  and 
tak^ig  away  the  kjng's  life/'t  ©ut  then  they  warn  their 
people  also  against  maljgnants,  *^  who  value  themselves 
l^)on  their  attachment  to  the  youi^  ^[^gt  i^^d  if  any  from 
tb^t  quarter  shoujd  invade  the  kingdom,  before  bis  majesty 
hasgiven  satisfaction  to  the  parliament  and  kirk,  they  exhort 
their  people  to  .resist  theni,  a^  abettors  of  an  absolute  and 
arbitrary  government/' 

About  two^iuoBths  after  this,  the  parliament  of  England 
publisl^d  a  declaration^on  their  part,  wherein  they  complain 
pf  the  revolt  of  the  English  and  Scots  Presbyterians,  and  of 
their  taking  part  with  the  enemy,  because,  their  discipline 
was  not  the  exact  standard  of  reformation,  ^'  But  we  are 
still  determined  (say  they{)  not  to  be  discouraged  in  our  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  purity  of  religion,  and  the  liberty 
of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  our  Pres- 
byterian brethren,  we  declare,  that  we  will  continue  all  those 

•  WhiteUcke^  p. 387.  t  Vul.Pamph.  no.  34.  p.  6.  |  Ibid.  bo.  34. 
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ordinances/wbich  have  been  made  for  the  promoting  a  re- 
formation of  religion,  in  doctrine,  worship,  and  discipline, 
IB  their  full  force ;  and  will  uphold  the  same,  in  order  to 
suppress  Popery,  superstition,  blasphemy,  and  all  kinds  of 
profaneness.  Only  we  conceive  ourselves  obliged  to  take 
away  all  such  acts  and  ordinances  as  are  penal  and  coercive 
in  matters  of  conscience.  And  because  this  hsis  given  so 
great  offence,  we  declare,  as  in  the  presence  of  God,  that  by 
whomsoever  this  liberty  shall  be  abused,  we  will  be  ready 
to  testify  our  displeasure  against  them,  by  an  effectual  pro- 
secution of  such  offenders." 

The  Scots  comndissioners  were  all  this  while  treating  witlk 
the  king  in  Holland,  and  insisting  on  his  subscribing  the  so- 
lemn league  and  covenant ;  his  establishing  the  Westminster 
confession,  the  Directory,  and  the  Presbyterian  government; 
in  both  kingdoms.    The  king  being  under  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances^ consented  to  all  their  demanfis  with  regard  to 
Scotland,  and  as  to  England,  referred  himself  to  a  free  par- 
liament :  but  the  Scots,  not  satisfied  with  his  majesty's  ex- 
ceptions as  to  England,  replied,  that  **  such  an  answer  as 
this  would  grieve  the  whole  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  all  their 
covenanting  brethren  ih  England  and  Ireland,  who  under 
pain  of  the  most  solemn  perjury  stand  bound  to  God  and 
one  another,  to  live  and  die  by  their  covenant,  as  the  chief 
security  of  their  religion  and  liberties,  against  Popish  and 
prelatical  malignants.  Your  majesty^s  father  (say  they),  in 
his  last  message  io  our  kirk,  offered  to  ratify  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant.     He  offered  likewise  at  the  Isle  of 
Wight  to  con6rra  the  Directory,  and  the  Presbyterial  go- 
vernment in  'England  and  Ireland,  till  he  and  his  parliament 
should  agree  upon  a  settled  order  of  the  chnrch.    Besidies^ 
your  majesty  having  offered  to  confirm  the  abolishing  of 
episcopacy,  and  the  service-book  in  Scotland,  it  cannot  cer- 
tainly be  against  your  conscience  to  do  it  in  England."  But 
the  king  would  advance  no  fiirther  till  be  bad  heard  from 
the  queen-mother,  who  sent  him  word,  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  council  of  France,  that  he  should  agree  with 
the  Scots  upon  the  best  terms  he  was  able,  which  he  did  ac- 
cordingly, as  will  be  related  the  next  year. 

The  fifth  provincial  assembly  of  London  met  the  begin- 
ning of  May  [1649]  at  Sion-college,  the  reverend  Mr,  Jack- 
son, of  St.  Michael  Wood-street,  moderator.    A  committee 
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was;appointed  to  prepare  materials  for  proof  of  tbe  divine 
right  of  presbyterial  cburch-go¥ernment.  Tbe  proofs  were 
examined  and  approved  by  tbis,  and  tbe  assembly  tbat  met 
in  November  folloiving,  of  whicb  Mr.  Walker  was  modera- 
tor, Mr.  Calamy  and  Mr.  Jackson  assessors,  and  Mr.  Black- 
well  scribe.    The  treatise  was  printed,  and  asserts, 

(1.)  That  there  is  a  church-government  of  divine  in* 
stitution. 

(2.)  That  the  civil  magistrate  is  not  the  origin  or  head  of 
church-government.    And, 

(3.)  Tbat  the  government  of  the  church  by  synods  and 
classes  is  the  government  tbat  Christ  appointed.  •  It  main- 
tains separation  from  their  churches  to  Ij^^.^bism;  that  mi* 
Afsters  formerly  ordained  by  bishops  need  apt  be  reordained; 
and  for  private  Christians  in  particular  churches  to  assume 
a  right  of  sending  persons  forth  to  preach,  and  to  administei: 
the  sacraments,  is  in  their  opinion  insufferable. 

The  parliament  did  alt  they  could  to  satisfy  the  malecpn^ 
tent  Presbyterians,  by  securing  them  in  their  livings,  an4 
by  ordering  the  dean  and  chapter  lands  to  be  sold,*  and 
their  names  to  be  extinct,  except  the  deanery  of  Christ- 
church,  and  the  foundations  of  Westminster,  Wincbesterj 
and  Eton  schools.  Tbe  bishops'  lands,  whicb  bad  been  se^ 
questered  since  the  year  1646,  were  now,  by  an  ordinance  of 
June  8,  1649,  vested  in  the  hands  of  new  trustees,  and  ^p^ 
propria  ted  to  the  augmentation  of  poor  livings  in  the  churcb.t 
The  first-fruits  and  tenths  of  all  ecclesiastical  livings,  for- 
merly payable  to  the  crown,  were  vested  in  the  same  handSy 
free  from  all  incumbrances,  on  trust,  tbat  they  sboi^ld  pay 
yearly  all  such  salaries,  stipends,  allowances,  and  provisions, 
as  have  been  settled  and  confirmed  byparliament,  ter  preach- 
ing ministers,  schoolmasters,  or  professors  in  the  universi- 
ties ;  provided  the  assignment  to  any  Ojaedo  not  exceed  100/.^ 
It  is  farther  provided,  that  the  maintenance  of  all  incum- 
bents shall  not  be  kss  than  100/.  a  yea^,  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  thesgreat  seal  are  empowered  to.kiquire  into  the 
yearly  value  of  all  ecclesiastical  livings,  to  which  any  cure 

*.The  motley nased  by  tbe  sale  of  those  Hwds  amoonted  to  a  very  considerable 
sani'.  'The  retnrn  of  the  valoe  of  the  lands,  contraoted  for  to  the  29th  of  Ang^st' 
1650>  made  to  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  them,  fixed  it  at  the  sum  of  948,409/. 
185.  f^d.  of  which,  on  the  31st  mAogast,  the  total  of  the  porcbasers'  acqaittainoes 
amounted  to  658,501/.  2j,  9d.     Dr.  Grej,  vol.  3.  Appendix,  p.  18.— Ed. 

t  Scobel,  p.  41. 113. 
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of  souls  is  annexed  ;  and  to  certify  into  the  court  of'  chan* 
eery,  the  names  of  the  present  incumbents  who  supply  the 
cure,  with  their  respective  salaries ;  how  many  chapels  be- 
long to  parish-churches,  and  how  the  several  churches  and 
chapels  are  supplied  with'  preaching  ministers ;  that  so 
some  course  maybe  taken  f6r  providing  for  a' better  main- 
tenance where  it  is  wanting.  Dr.  Walker  says,*  the  value 
of  bishops'  lands  forfeited  and  sold  amounted  to  a  million  of 
money :  but  though  they  sold  very  cheap,  they  that  bought 
them  had  a  very  dear  bargain  in  the  end. 

Upon  debate  6f  an  ordinance  concerning  public  worship, 
anid  church-government,  the  house  declared,  that  the  Pres- 
byterial  government  should  be  the  established  government. 
And  upon  the  question,  whether  tithes  should  be  continued, 
it  was  resolved,  that  they  should  not  be  taken  away,  till  an- 
other maintenance  equally  large  and  honourable  should  be 
substituted  in  its  room. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  principality  of  Wales  were  desti- 
tute of  the  means  of  Christian  knowledge,  the  language  was 
little  understood,  their  clergy  were  ignorant  and  idte ;  so 
that  they  had  hardly  a  sermon  from  one  quarter  of  a  year 
to  another.  The  people  had  neither  Bibles  nor  catechisms  ; 
nor  was  there  a  sufficient  maintenance  for  such  as  were  ca« 
pable  of  instructing  them.  The  parliament  taking  the  case 
of  these  people  into  consideration,  passed  an  act,  February 
22,  1649,  for  the  better  propagation  and  preaching  of  the 
gospel  in  Walesy  for  the  ejecting  scandalous  ministers  and 
schoolmasters,  and  redress  of  some  grievances;  to  continue 
in  force  for  three  years.  What  was  done  in  pursuance  of 
this  ordinance  will  be  related  hereafter;  but  the  parliament 
were  so  intent  upon  the  affair  of  religion  at  this  time,  that 
Mr.  Whitelocke  says,  they  devoted  Friday  in  every  week  to 
consult  ways  and  means  for  promoting  it. 

Nor  did  they  confine  themselves  to  England,  but  as  soon 
as  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  had  reduced  Ireland,  the 
parliaitieiit  passed  an  ordinance,  March  8,  1649,  for  the 
encouragement  of  religion  and  learning  in  that  country ; 
^Hhey  invested  all  the  manors  and  lands  late  of  the  archbishop 
of  Dublin,  and  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick,  to- 
gether with  the  parsonage  of  Trym  belonging  to  the  bishop- 
rick  of  Meath,  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  for  the  maintenance 

•  p.  ;i4. 
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aitd  support  of  Trinity-college  in  Dublin;  and  for  the 
creating,  settling,  and  maintaining,  a/nother  college  in  the 
said  city,  and  of  a  master,  fellows,  scholars,  and  public  pro- 
fessors :  and  also  for  erecting  a  free-shool^  with  a  master, 
usher,  scholars,  and  officers,  in  such  manner  as  any  five  of 
thie  trustees,  with  the  consent  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  shall 
direct  and  appoint.  The  lofd-lieutenant  to  nominate  the 
governor,  masters,  &t*  and  to  appoint  them  their  salaries ; 
and  the  trustees,  with  the  cotisent  of  the  lord-lieutenant, 
shall  draw  up  statute&^nd  ordinances,  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  parliaoient  of  England." 

The  university  of  Dublin  being  thus  revived,  and  put 
upon  a  new  foot,  the  parliament  sent  over  six  of  their  most 
acceptable  preachers  to  give  it  reputation,  appointed  them 
SOO/.a  year  out  of  the  bishops'  lands ;  and  till  that  could  be 
duly  raised,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  revenues  :  and  for 
their  farther  encouragement,  if  they  died  in  that  service, 
their  families  were  to  be  provided  for.  By  these  methods 
learning  began  to  revive,  and  in  a  few  years  religion  ap- 
peared with  a  better  face  than  it  had  ever  done  before  in 
that  kingdom. 

A  prospect  being  opened  for  spreading  the  Christian  re- 
ligion among  the  Indians,  upon  the  borders  of  New-Eng- 
land, the  parliament  allowed  a  general  collection  through-* 
out  England,  and  erected  a  corporation  for  this  service, 
who  purchased  an  estate  in  land  of  between  5  and  6002.  a 
year;  but  on  the  restoration  of  king  Charles  II.  the  charter 
became  void,  and  colonel  Bedingfield,  a  Roman-Catholic 
officer  in  the  king's  atmy,  of  whom  a  considerable  part  of 
the  land  was  purchased,  seized  it  for  his  own  use,  preteliding 
he  .had  sold  it  under  the  real  value,  in  hopes  of  recovering^ 
it  upon  the  king's  return.  Iti  order  to  defeat  the  coloners 
design,  the  society  solicited  the  king  for  a  ne^  charter, 
which  they  obtaini^  by  the  interest  of  the  lord-chancellor. 
It  bears  date  February  7,  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  ma- 
jesty'^ reign,  and  differs  but  little  from  the' old  one.  The  ho- 
nourable Robert  Boyle,  esq.-was  the  first  governor;  They 
afterward  recoveried  colonel' Bedingfield's  estate,  arid  are 
at  this  time  in  possession  o£ about  500/.  a  year,  which  they 
employ,  fbr:  the  conversion  of  the  Indians  in  America. 

But  alltthat  the- parliament  could  do  was  not  sufficient  to 
stop  the  mouths  of  the  loyalists  and  discontented  Presby* 
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terians ;  thepul{fit  and  press  sounded  to  sedition  ;  thelatdM* 
brought  forth  invectives  every  week  against  th^.  goy.erii«> 
ment ;  it  was  therefore  resolved  to  lay  a  severe  .fine  upk>a 
offenders  of  this  kind,  by  an  ordinance  bearing  date  Sep- 
tember 20,  1649,  the  preamble  to  which  sets  forth,  that 
^<  Whereas  divers  scandalous  and  seditious  pamphlet^  are 
daily  printed^  and  dispersed  with  officious  industry^  by  the 
malignant  party  both  at  home  and  abroad^  ^ith  a  design  to 
subvert  the  present  gover  iment^  and  to  take  off  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  from^c,  it  is  therefore  ordained, 

^^  That  the  author  of  every  seditious  libel  or  pamphlet 
shall  be  fined  ten  pounds,  or  suffer  forty  days'  imprisonment. 
The  printer  five  pounds,  and  his  printing-press  to  be  broken. 
The  bookseller  forty  sbitUngs ;  the  buyer  twenty  shillings, 
if  be  conceals  it,  and  doer  not  deliver  it  up  to  a  justice  of 
peace.  It  is  farther  ordained,  that  no  newspaper  shall  be 
prin^t^dor  sold  without  licence,  under  thehaad  of  the  clerk 
of  the  parliament,  or  the  secretary  of  the  army,  or  such  oth^r 
person  as  the  council  of  «tate  shall  appoint.  No  printing- 
presses  are  t&  he  allowed  but  in  London,  and  in  the  two 
universities.  All  printers  are  to  enter  into  bonds  of  three 
bundr^  pounds,  not  to  print  a'ny  pamphlet  against  the  state 
without  licence,  as  aforesaid,  unless  the  author'^  or  licen- 
ser s  name,  with  the  place  of  his  abode,  be  prefixed.  All 
importers  of  seditious  pamphlets  are  to  forfeit  five  pounds 
for  every  such  book  or  pamphlet.  No  books  are  to  landed 
in  any  other  port  but  that  of  London,  and  to  be  viewed  by 
the  master  and  wardens  of  the  company  of  stationers. 
This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  two  years."* 

But  the  pulpit  was  no'  less  dangerous  than  the  press  ; 
the;  Presbyterian  ministers  in  their  public  prayers  and  ser- 
mons, especially  on  &st-days,  keeping  alive  th0  discontent 
of  the  people.  The  government  therefore,  by  an  ordinance,, 
abolished  the  monthly  fast,  which  had  i^bsisted  for  about 
seven  years,  and  had  been  in  a  great  measure  a*.fast  for 
strife  and  debate ;  but  declared  at  the  same  time,  .that  they 
should  appoint  occasional  fasts,  from  time:  to  time  for  the 
future,  as  the  providences  of  God  should  require,  t 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  disorders^  there  was  a  very  great 
appearance  of  sobriety  both  in  city  and  country ;  the  Inde- 
fatigable pains  of  the  Presbyterian  ministers  in  catechising, 

*  Scobel,  p.  88.  e«p.  €0.  t  Wbitelocke,  p«  S^» 
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ioBtriicting^  and  visiting  their  parishioners^  can  never  be 
sulBSciently  commended.  The  whole  nation  was  civilized, 
and  considerably  improved  in  sound  knowledge/ thoogh 
bishop  Kennet  and  Mr.  Ekhard  are  pleased  to  say,  that 
heresies  and  blasphemies  against  heaven  were  swelled  up 
to  a  most  prodigious  height.  ^^  I  know  (says  Mr.  Baxter'^) 
you  may  meet  with  men  who  will  confidently  affirm,  that  in 
these  times  all  religion  was  trodden  under  foot,  and  that 
heresy  and  schism  were  ihe  only  piety ;  but  I  give  warning 
to  all  ages,  that  they  take  heed  how  they  believe  any,  while 
they  are  speaking  for  the  interest  of  their  factions  amd 
opinions  against  their  real  or  supposed  adversaries."  How- 
ever, the  parliament  did  what  they  coujd  to  suppress  and 
discountenance  all  such  extravagances ;  and  even  the  offi^ 
cers  of  the  army,  having  convicted  one  of  their  quarter- 
masters of  blasphemy  in  a  council  of  war,  sentenced  him  to 
have  his  tongue  bored  through  with  a  hot  iron,  his  sword 
broke  over  his  head^  and  to  be  cashiered  the  army. 

But  bishop  Kennet  says,  even  the  Turkish  Alcoran  was 
coming  in  ;  that  it  was  translated  into  English,  and  said  to 
be  licensed  by  one  of  the  ministers  of  London.  Sad  times  ! 
.  Was  his  lordship  then  afraid  that  the  Alcoran  should  pre- 
vail against  the  Bible  ?  or  that  the  doctrines  of  Christ  could 
Hot  support  themselves  against  the  extravagant  follies  of 
an  impostor  ?  But  the  book  did  no  harm^  though  the  com- 
mons immediately  published  an  order  for  suppressing  it ; 
and  since  the  restitution  of  monarchy  and  episcopacy^  we 
have  lived  to  see  the  life  of  Mahomet  and  his  Koran  pub- 
lished without  mischief  or  offence. 

His  lordship  adds,  that  the  Papists  took  advantage  of  the 
liberty  of  the  times,  who  were  never  more  numerous  and 
busy  ;  which  is  not  very  probable,  because  the  parliament 
had  banished  all  Papists  twenty  miles  from  the  ctty  of  JLon- 
don,  and  excepted  them  out  of  their  acts  of  indulgence  and 
toleration ;  the  spirit  of  the  people  against  Popery  was 
kept  up  to  the  height ;  the  mob  carried  the  pope's  effigy 
in  triumph,  and  burnt  it  publicly  on  queen  Elizabeth's 
birthday  ;  and  the  ministers  in  their  pulpits  pronounced 
him  antichrist ;  but  such  is  the  zeal  of  this  right  reverend 
]iistorian  !f 

•  Life,  p.  86. 
•  t  la  Uiispl^oa  we  io^flotioe^tfaat«o1one1  I^ilbnnie,  ci^ho  in  the  reign  of  Chyrlei  I. 
felt  the  severe  efleots  of  regal  and  episcopal  auger,  now-.  iiioiui<ed  th« .  displeasftso 

VOL.  IV.  C 
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The  beginning  of  this  year,  tbe  marquis  of  Montrose  was 
taken  in  the  north  of  Scotland  by  colonel  Straughan*  with' 
a  smslll  body  of  troops^  and  hanged  at  Edinburgh  on  a  gaU 
lows  thirty  feet  high  ;  his  body  was  buried  under  the  gal- 
lows, and  his  quarters  set  upon  the  gates  of  the  principal 
towns  in  Scotland ;  but  his  behaviour  was  great  and  firm  to 
the  last.  The  marquis  appeared  openly  for  the  king  in  the 
year  1643,  and  having  routed  a  small  party  of  covenanters 
in  Perthshire,  acquired  considerable  renown ;  but  his  little 
successes  were  very  mischievous  to  the  king's  affairs,  being 
always  magnified  beyond  what  they  really  were:t  his 
vanity  was  the  occasion  of  breaking  off  the  treaty  of  Uz-r 

of  ft  republican  goTernment.  On  October  ^6, 1646,  he  was  tried  for  transgresung 
the  new  ttalote  of  treafons  enacted  bjr  the  commonwealth.    Hfi  wns  acqaitted  by  lh« 

jory ;  and  Westminster-ball,  on  the  verdict  being  giTcn,  resounded  with  the  accla- 
mations  of  the  people.  A  print  was  strock  on  the  occasioo,  representing  him  stand- 
ing at  the  bar  on  his  trial :  at  the  top  of  it  was  a  medal  of  his  head,  with  this  insoripr 

'  tion,  '*  John  Lilbnme,  saved  by  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  the  integrity  of  his  jory^  , 
vfho  are  jad^s  of  law  as  well  as  fut,  October  6,  1646."  On  the  rererse  were  the 
names  p(  the  jary.  He  was  a  yery  popqUr  character;  as  appears  from  the  many  pe- 
titions presented  to  the  honse  in  his  favonr  daring  his  imprisonment;  one  of  which 
OAme  from  a  number  of  women.  When  some  were  sent  to  seize  hii^  books,  he  per- 
waded  them,  "  to  look  to  their  own  liberties,  and  let  his  books  alone ;"  and  on  hi^ 
trial,  he  behaved  ^ilh  singolar  intrepidity.  After  he  was  discharged  by  the  jary, 
b^  was,  by  the  order  of  parliament,  oonunitted  to  the  Tower.  He  seems  to  have  been 
a  bold  and  consistent  oppngner  of  tyranny,  nnder  whatever  form  of  government  it 
was  practised.  He  died  a  Quaker,  at  EUham,  Angast  28, 1658.  The  following  cha- 
racter was  given  of  him  by  sir  Thomas  Wortljey,  in  a  pong,  at  the  feast  kept  by  the 
prisoners  in  the  Tower,  in  Angast  1647. 

^obn  Lilbame  is  ^.stirring  bl^e, 

And  nnderstands  the  matter; 
He  neither  will  king,  bishops,  lords, 
Npr  th'  hoase  of  commons,  fli^tter. 

John  loves  no  power  prerogative. 

Bat  that  deriv'd  from  Sion ; 
As' for  the  mitre  and  the  crown. 
Those  twq  he  l.ooks  i^wry  on. 
Pranger's  H^tory  of  England,  vol.  S.  p.  78,  8vo.   Whitelockje's  Mem.  p.  383,  384^ 
and  405.     Or.  Grey,  vol.  1.  p.  167,  and  vol.  3.  p.  17.— Ed. 

*  This  is  not  aooarate.  Colonel  Straaghan's  forces  in  conjunction  with  others  feU 
on  lord  Montrose's  party,  routed  them,  and  took  six  hondred  prisoners :  bat  the  mar- 
quis himself  escaped,  though  with  difficulty,  for  his  horse,  pistols,  belt,  and  scabbard^ 
were  seized :  and  two  or  three  days  after  the  fight,  he  was  taken  sixteen  miles  from 
the  place  of  engagement,  in  a  disguise,  and  sorely  wounded  :  having  been  beti;ayed, 
some  say  by  lord  Aston,  but,  according  to  bishop  Burnet,  by  Mackland^  of  Asstn. 
Dr.  Grey ;  and  Whiteloeke's  Memorials,  p.  438, 439.— Ed. 

t  If  his  soccesses  were  magnified  beyond  the  truth,  his  character  has  also  been 
banded  down  with  the  highest  eologiums.  The  marquis  of  Monlrost  (sajs  Mr.  Gran- 
geij)  was  comparable  tp  the  greatest  heroes  pf  antiquity.  W«  ™«c*  *'»***  ""»"!  >*»• 
stances  of  valour  in  this  active  reign;  but  Montrose  is  the  only  instance  of  heroism. 
Amongst  other  circumstances  of  indignity,  which  accompanied  his  execution,  the  book 
of  his  exploits,  a  small  octavo  written  in  elegant  Latin,  which  is  now  very  scarce,  #as 
tied  appendant  to  his  netk.  Dr.  Grey;  and  Gaanger'a  UisUury  f>f  £ftgland»  t«I.  !2. 
f.  M5,  ?46,  Svo.-r^EDi...    .  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  PURITANS.  19 

brldg^,  and  his  fears  lest  king  Charles  II.  should  agree  vfith 
the  Scots,  and  revoke  his  commission  before  he  had  executed 
it^  now  hurried  him  to  his  own  ruin. 

The  young  king  being  in  treaty  with  the?  Scots  coyenant-* 
(prs  at  Breda,  was  forced  to  stifle  his  resentments  for  the» 
death  of  the  marquis,  and  submit  to  the  following  hard  coa- 
ditions:/ 

(li)  "That  all  persons  excommunicated  by  the  kirk 
should  be  forbid  the  court.  ^ 

(2.)  "  That  the  king  by  his  solemn  oath/  and  under  his. 
hand  and  seal,  declare  his  allowimce  of  the  covenant. 

(3.)  "  That  he  confirm  those  acts  of  parliament  which 
enjoin  the  covenant.  That  he  establish  the  Presbyterian* 
worship  and  discipline,  and  swear  never  to  oppose^  or 
endeavour  to  alter  them.  ■    ' 

(4.)  '*  That  all  civil  matters  be  determined  by  parlia-' 
ment ;  and  all  ecclesiastical  afiairs  by  the  kirk. 

(5.)  "  That  his  majesty  ratify  all  that  has  been  done  in-, 
the  parliament  of  Scotland  in  some  late  sessions,  and  sign' 
the  covenant  upon  his  arrival  in  that  kingdom,  if  the  kirk- 
desiredit."*  ' 

The  king  arrived  in  Scotland  June  33;  but  before  his 
landing  the  commissioners  insisted  on  his  signing  the  covts- 
nant,  and  upon  parting  with  all  his  old  counsellors,  which 
he  did/ and  was  then  conducted  by  the  way  of  Aberdeen  and- 
St.  Andrew's  to  his  house  at  Faulkland.  July  11,  his  ma- 
jesty was  proclaimed  at  the  cross  at  Edinburgh,  but  the 
ceremony  of  his  coronation  was  deferred  to  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year.  In  the  meantime  the  English  Common- 
wealth was  providing  for  a  war  which  they  saw  was  una- 
voidable^ and  general  Fair&x  refusing  to  act  against  the 
Scots,  his  commission  was  immediately  given  to  Cromwell, 
with  the  title  of  captain-general  in  chief  of  all  the  forces 
raised  and  to  be  raised  by  authority  of  parliament,  within 
the  commonwealth  of  England.  Three  days  after,- vizi 
June  1^,  he  marched  with  eleven  thousand  foot  and  five 
thousand  horse  towards  the  borders  of  Scotland,  being  re- 

*  Betides  taking  the  ocMrenant^  it  was  eucted  of  the  kiitg  also  to  acknowledgt 
twelve  articles  of  repentance,  in  which  were  enanierated  the  sins  of  his  father  and 
grandfather,  and  the  idolatry  of  his  mother ;  and  in  which  were  declarations,  that  be 
Donght  the  restitution  of  his  rights  for  the  sole  advantage  of  religion,  and  tn.sabordi- 
nation  to  the  J^ingdom  of  Christ.  Mrs.  Macavlay's  Historj  of  England,  vol.  5.  p.  66, 
Btc— Ed.  .  ^    ■ 
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solved  not  to  wait  for  tbt  Scots  inmdiiig  EDgland,  but  to 
carry  the  war  into  their  couBtry.  The  Scots  comidaiiied  to 
the  English  parliament  of  this  conducti  as  a  breach  of  ihe 
act  of  pacification^  and  of  theeOYonant ;  but  were  answesed, 
that  they  had  abready  broken  the  peace  by  their  treaty  with 
.  Charles  Stuart^  whom  they  had  not  only  receircd  as  their 
king,  but  promised  to  assist  in  recovering  the  crown  of 
England.  Their  receiving  the  king  was  certainly  their 
right  as  an  Independent  nation ;  but  whether  their  tngt^ 
ging  to  assist  him  in  recovering  the  crown  of  England  was 
not  dedaring  war,  must  be  left  to  the  reader* 

July  22,  the  general  crossed  the  Tweedy  and  mareheifthis 
army  almost  as  far  as  Edinburgh  without  mitch  opposition, 
the  country  being  deserted  by  reason  of  the  terror  of  the 
name  of  Cromwell,  and  the  reports  that  were  spread  of  his 
cruelty  in  Ireland.  Not  a  Scotsman  appeared  under  aiacty, 
nor  a  youth  above  6ix  years  old,  to  interrupt  bis  maroh* 
All  provisions  were  destroyed,  or  removed^  to  prevent  the 
subsistence  of  the  army,  which  was  supplied  frood  time  to 
time  by  sea ;  but  the  general  having  made  proclamation, 
that  no  man  should  be  injured  in  his  person  or  goods  who 
was  not  found  in  arms,  the  people  took  heart  and  returned 
to  their  dwellings. 

The  Scots  army^  under  the  command  of  general  Lesley, 
stood  on  the  defensive,  and  watched  the  motions  of  the  Eng- 
lish all  the  month  of  August ;  the  main  body  being  in^ 
trenched  within  six  miles  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thousand  of  the  best  men  that  ever  Scotland  saw ; 
general  Cromwell  did  every  thing  he  could,  to  draw  them 
to  a  battle,  till  by  the  fall  of  rain  and  bad  weather  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat  to  Musselborough^  and  frooL  thence  to 
Punbar,  where  he  was  reduced  to  the  utmost  straits^ 
having  no  way  left  but  to  conquer  or  die.*  la  tUs  extre* 
inity  he  summoned  the  officers  to  prayer ;  after  which  he 
bid  all  about  him  take  heart,  for  God  had  faeaxd  them; 
then  walking  in  the  earl  of  Roxborough's  gardens,  that 
lay  under  the  hill  upon  which  the  Scots  army  was  encamp?- 
ed,  and  discovering  by  perspective  glasses  that  they  were 
coming  down  to  attack  him,  he  said  God  was  delivering 
them  into  his  hands.  That  night  proving  very  rainy,  the 
general  refreshed  his  men  in  the  town,  and  ordered  them 

•  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  178.     Bam«t'»  Hist.  vol.  1.  p.  74.  Edinb.  «dil.    • 
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to  iidn  particular  care  of  their  fireloeks,  wbkh  tlieSeote 
n^gfotfted,  who  irere  all  the  nig^ht  MfniBg  down  the  hilL 
Early  next  m^niifig,  September  3^  the  general  with  a  «tfiMig 
party  of  horse  beat  their  guards^  and  then  adrancing  with 
his  whole  army,  after  about  an  hour's  dispute,  entered  their 
camp  and  carried  ail  before  him ;  abont  four  thousand  Scots 
fell  in  battle,  ten  thousand  were  made  prieonere,  with 
fifteen  hundred  arms,  and  alt  their  artillery  and  ammunTtioa^ 
the  loss  of  the  English  amounting  to  no  more  than  ahout 
three  hundred  men. 

It  is  an  odd  reflection  lord  Clarendon'^  makes  upon  this 
victory :  "  Never  was  victory  obtained  (says  his  lordship) 
with  less  lamentation ;  for  as  Cromwell  had  great  argu- 
ment of  triumph|  so  the  king  was  glad  of  it,  as  the  greatest 
happiness  that  could  befal  him,  in  the  loss  of  so  strong  a 
body  of  his  enemies/^f  Such  was  the  oncouragement  the 
Scots  had  to  fight  for  their  kingi 

Immediately  after  this  action,  the  general  took  posses- 
sion of  Edinbut^h,  which  woe  in  a  manner  deserted  by  the 
clergy ;  some  having  shut  tbeaieelves  up  in  the  castle^  and 
others  fied  with  their  eflfeets  to  Stirling,  the  general,  tode^ 
liver  them  ffom  their  fright,  sent  a  trumpet  to  the  castle,  to 
assure  the  governor  that  tiie  ministers  might  return  to 
their  churches,  and  preach  without  any  disturbance  from 
him,  for  he  had  no  quarrel  with  the  Scots  nation  on  the 
score  of  religion  4  But  the  ministers  replied,  that  having 
no  security  for  their  persons,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to 
reserve  themselves  for  better  times.  Upon  which  the  ge- 
neral wrote  to  the  governor^ 

^^  That  his  kindness  offered  to  the  minisiers  in  the  castle,. 


*  Vol.3.  P.37T. 

^  0r.  Gfmj  adds  the  reason  trbick  jord  Clvrfodoto  Assigns  for  the  kiof's  rejei^uig. 
in  this  victory ;  which  was,  his  appreheiisioB  that  if  the  Scots  had  preyailed,  they 
irotild  ha«id  shat  him  np  io  prison  Itie  next  day :  whereas,  after  this  d^^at,  they  looked 
Upon  tb<  kiof  ak  one  they  might  stand  In  teed  of,  gaye  ktra  more  liberty  tban  they 
had  before  allowed,  permitted  his  servants  to  wait  on  him,  and  hegan  to  talk  of  a  par- 
liament atid  of  a  time  for  his  coronation.— fii>. 

t  U  t»  a  prgof  of  this,  that  whtfe  Ollter  Cramw«Il  was  at  Edinbnrgh,  he  attended 
divine  worship  in  the  great  chnrch  there,  when  Mr.  William  Oerham  preached,  and 
called  Oliver  a  marper  to  his  ikce.  He  was  so  far  from  resenting  this,  that  be  in-< 
i4t«i  Mr.  Derham  to  vtsk  him  in  the  evening*  when  they  sapped  together  in  great 
harmony.  Oliver  observed,  bow^ver,  **  that  it  was  well  known  to  him,  how  much  he 
and  hh  brethren  disliked  him:  bntihey  migfat  assure  themselves  that,  if  any  •(  ahe- 
Stoart  line  came  to  the  throne,  they  would  find  their  little  fingera  gceater  than  bii 
loins.''  Dr.  Gibbons's  Account  of  the  Cromwell  Family,  annexed  to  his  Fanerat  Ser« 
mon  for  William  Cromwell,  esq^.  p^  47.-»-fo. 
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.was  without  My  fraudal^nt  l^eserve ;  that  if  their  Ma6tef^s 
service  was  their  principal  codcern,  they  would  not  be  so 
excessively  afraid  of  sufiering  for  it.  That  those  divines 
had  roisreported  the  conduct  of  his  party/when  they  charged 
•them  with  persecuting  the  ministers  of  Christ  in  Eng- 
land; for  the  ministers  in  England  (says  he)  are  supported^ 
and  have  liberty  to  preach  the  gospel)  though  not  to  rail 
at  their  superiors  at  discretion ;  nor,  under  a  pretended 
privilege  of  character,  to  overtop  the  civil  powers,  or  de- 
base them  as  they  please. — No  man  has  been  disturbed  in 
England  or  Ireland  for  preaching  the  gospel ;  nor  has  any  mi- 
nister been  molested  in  Scotland  since  the  coming  of  the 
army  hither — speaking  truth  becomes  the  ministers  of 
Christ;  but  when  ministers  pretend  to  a  glorious  reforma- 
tion»  and  la:y  the  foundation  thereof  in  getting  to  them- 
selves power,  and  can  make  worldly  mixtures  to  accomplish 
the  same,  such  as  the  late  agreement  with  their  king  ;  they 
may  know,  that  the  Sion  promised  is  not  to  be  built  with 
such  untempered  mortar.  And  for  the  unjust  invasion 
they  [the  ministers]  mention,  time  was  when  an  army  out 
of  Scotland  came  into  England,  not  called  by  the  supreme 
authority — woihave  said  in  our  papers,  with  what  hearts  "^ 
and  upon  what  account  we  catne,  and  the  Lord  has  heard 
us,  ihough  you  would  not,  upon  as  solemn  an  appeal  as  any 
experience  can  parallel-r-I  have  nothing  to  say  to  you,  but 
that  I  am,  '  . 

* ;  "  Sir,  your  humbly  servant, 

^^        :  "  O.  Chomwell."* 

The  Scots  ministers,  in  their  reply  to  this  letter,  objected, 
to  the.  general  his  opening  the  pulpit-doors  to  all  intru- 
ders, by  which  means  a  flood  of  errors  was  broke  in  upon 
the  nation.  To  which  the  general  replied,  "  We  look  on  mi- 
nisters as  helpers  of,  not  lords  over,  the  faith  of  God's  peo- 
ple: I  appeal  to  their  consciences,  whether  any  denying  of 
their  doctrines,  or  dissenting  from  them,  will  not  incur  the 
censure  of  a  sectary;  and  what  is  this  but  to  deny  Chris- 
tians their  liberty,  and  assume  the  infallible  chair  ?  where 
do  you  find  in  Scripture  that  pr^ching  is  included  within 
your  function  ?  though  an  approbation  from  men  has  order 
in  .it,>  and  may  be  well,  yet  he  that  hath  not  a  better  than 
that,  hath  node  at  all.  - 

*  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  189. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PURITANS^  23 

'^  I  hope  he  that  ascended  up  on  high  may  gi^e  bk  gifts 
to  whom  he  pleases;  and  if  those  gifts  be  the  seal  of  mis- 
sion, are  not  you  envious,^  though  Eldad  and  Medad  pro- 
]phesy  ?  You  know  who  has  bid  us  covet  earnestly  the  best 
gifts,  but  chiefly,  that  we  may  prophesy ;  which  the  apostle 
explains  to.be  a  speaking  to  instruction,  edification,  and 
comfort,  which  the  instructed,  edified,  and  comforted,  can 
best  tell  the  energy  and  effect  of.  <  ^     ; 

*f  Now,  if  this  be  evidence,  take  heed  you  envy  not  foi" 
your  own  sakes,  lest  you  be  guilty  of  a  greater  feult  than 
Moses  reproved  in  Joshua,  when  he  envied  for  his  sake. 
Indeed  you  err  through  mistake  of  the  Scriptures,  Appro- 
bation is  an  act  of  convenience  in  respecit  of  orderi  not  of 
necessity,  to  give  faculty  to  preach  the  gospel. 
<  '^  Your  pretended  fear,  lest  error  should  step  in^  is- like 
the  man  that  would  keep  all  the* wine  out  of  the  country 
lest  men  should  be  drunk.  It  will  be  found  an  unjust  and 
unwise  jealousy,  to  deny  a  man  the  liberty  he  hath  by 
nature,  upon  a  supposition  he  may  abuse  it.  When  he 
doth  abuse  it,  then  judge."* 

l?he  governor  complained  to  the  general^  that  the  parlia- 
ment at  Westminster  had  fallen  from  their  principles,  not 
being  true  to  the.  ends  of  the  covenant.  And  then  adds^ 
with  the  ministers,  that-  men  of  secular  employments  had^ 
usurped  the  office  of  the  ministry,  to  the  scandal  of  the  re- 
formed churches. 

In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  this  expostulation,  general 
Cromwell  desired  to  know,  whether  their  bearing  witnessT 
to  themselves,  was  a  good  evidence  of  thehr  having  prose- 
cuted the  ends  of  the  covenant  ?  ^*  -To  infer  this  (says  he),  ia^ 
to  have  too  favourable  an  opinion  of  your  own  judgment 
and  impartiality.  Your  doctrines  and  practice  ought  to  be 
tried  by  the  word  of  God,  and  other  people  nlust  have  a 
liberty  of  examining  them  upon  these  beads,  and  of  giving^ 
8entence."t 

As  to  the  charge  of  indulging  the  use  of  ;the  pulpit  to 
the  laity,  the  general  admits  it,  and  adds,  *^  Are  ye  troldslifd 
that  Christ  is  preached?  does  it  scandalize  the' refixrmed 
churches,  and  Scotland  in  particular?  is  it  against  the 
covenant  ?  away  with  the  covenant  if  it  be  so.  ^  I  tiiought 
the  covenant  and  these  men  would  have  been  willing,  that 

*  Whitelooke,  p.  458.  CoUyer's  Ecoletiwtioal  Hiator j,  p.  863.        f  Ibid.  p.  864. 
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any  sbofuld  speak  good  of  tbe  nume  of  Christ ;  if  not,  it  irno 
covenant  of  God's  approving;  nor  tbe  kirk  you  mentiop  so 
much  the  spouse  of  Christ." 

The.generaly  in  one  of  his  letters,  lays  considerable  stresa 
upon  the  suecess  of  tbeir  arms,  after  a  most  solemn  appeal 
to  God  on  both  sides.  To  which  the  Scots  governor  re- 
pli^d^  ^^  We  have  not  so  learned  Christ,  as  to  hang  the  equity 
of  a  cause  upon  events."  To  which  Cromwell  answers^ 
><  We  could  wish  that  blindness  had  not  been  upon  your 
^yes  to  those  marvellous  dispensations  which  God  has  lately 
wrought  if)  England.  But  did  you  not  solemnly  appeal  and 
pi'ay  I  Did  not  we  do  so  too?  And  ought  not  we  and  you  to 
think  with  fear  and  trembling  on  the  band  of  the  great  Grod 
in  this  mighty  and  strange  appearance  of  his,  and  not  slightly 
call  it  an  events  Were  not  your  expectations  and  ours  re- 
newed from  time  to  time,  whilst  we  waited  on  God  to  see 
tow  he  would  manifest  himself  upon  our  appeals?  And 
shall  we  after  all  these  our  prayers,  fhstiDgs,tc»rs,  expecta- 
tion^,  .and  solpmii  appeals,  call  these  bare  events?  The 
Lord  pity  you." — 

.  From  this  correspondenee  the  reader  may  form  a  judg- 
ment of  the  governing  principles  of  tbe  Scots  ai|d  English 
at  this.tiil^e  i  tfa^  former  were  so  inviolably  attached  to  their 
covenant,  that  they  would  depart  from  nothing  that  was  in- 
consistent with  it  The  En^^lisb,  after  seeking  God  in  prayer, 
judged  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause  by  the  appearalnce  of 
Providence  in  its  favour;  most  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
^ere  men  of  strict  devotion,  but  went  upon  this  mistaken 
principle,  that  God  would  never  appear  for  a  bad  cause  after 
a  pplemn  appeal  to  him  for  decision.  However,  the  Scots  lost 
their  cpurage>  and  surrendered  tbe  impregnable  castle  of 
Edinburgh  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror  December  S4, 
the  garrison  having  liberty  to  march  out  with  their  baggage 
to  Burnt-Island  in  Fife ;  and  soon  after  the  whole  kingdom 
was  subdued. 

.The  provincial  assembly  of  Liondbn  met  this  year  as  usual, 
in  the  months  of  May  and  November,  hvA  did  nothing  ra- 
inarkabl? ;  the  parliament  waited  to  reconcile  them  to  tbe 
^Bgagement,  s^nd  prolonged  the  time  limited  for  taking  it ; 
but  when  they  continued  inflexible,  and  instead  of  submitting 
to  the  present  powers  were  plotting  withfihe  Scots,  it  was 
resolved  to  clip  their  wings,  and  make  some  examples,  as  a 
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terror  to  the  rest.    Jane  SI,  the  committee  for  regulating 
the  uiiiverBities  was  ordered  to  tender  the  engagetneht  to  all 
8ttch  officers,  masters,  and  fellows,  as  had  neglected  to  take 
itt  and  upon  their  refusal  to  displace  thetn.  Accordingly^  in 
the  university  of  Cambridge,  Mr.  Vines,  Dr.  Rainbow,  and 
some  others,  were  displaced,  and  succeeded  by  Mr.  Sydrach 
Sympson,  Mr.  Jo.  Sadler,  and  Mr.  Dell.    In  the  university 
of  Oxford,  Dr.  Reynolds  the  vice-chancellor  refused  the  en- 
gagement, but  after  some  time  offered  to  take  it,  in  hopes** 
of  saving  his  deanery  of  Christ-church ;  but*the  parliameiiC  •• 
resenting  the  example,  took  advantage  of  his  forfeiture,'  tinS' 
gave  the  deanery  to  Dr.  John  Owen,  an  Independeiit  diviniEf, ' 
who  took  possession  of  it,  March  18,  1650-^1.* 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  vice-chancellor,  Dr.  Daniel 
Greenwood,  principal  of  Brazen-ndse-co(lege,  and  a  Presby- 
terian divine,  was  appointed  his  successor,  October  12,  and 
on  the  15th  of  January  following,  Oliver  Cromwell,  now  in 
Scotland,  was  chosen  unanimously^  hi  full  convocation^ chan- 
cellor of  the  university  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Pembrolce 
lately  deceased.f  When  the  doctors  and  masters  who  were 
sent  to  Edinburgh  acquainted  him  with  the  choice,  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  university,  in  which  after  a  tnodest  refusal 
of  their  favour  he  adds,  "  If  these  arguments  prevail  not, 
and  that  I  must  continue  this  honour  till  I  can  personally 
serve  you,  you  shall  not  want  my  prayers,  that  piety  and 
learning  may  flourish  among  you,  and  be  rendered  useful 
and  subservient  to  that  great  and  glorious  kingdom  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  of  the  approach  of  which,  so  plentiful 
an  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  those  hopeful  plants^ 
among  you  is  one  of  the  best  presages." — When  the  gene- 
ral's letter  was  read  in  convocation,  the  house  resounded 
with  cheerful  acclamations.  Dr.  Greenwood  continued  vice-* 
chancellor  two  years,  but  was  then  displaced  for  his  disaf- 
fection to  the  government,  and  the  honour  was  conferred 
on  Dr.  Owen.  Tlius  by  degrees  the  Presbyterians  lost 
their  influence  in  the  universities,  and  -delivered  them  up' 
into  the  hands  of  the  Independents. 

To  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  government  yet  farther, 
the  parliament,  by  an  ordinance  bearing  date  September  !S0» 
took  away  all  the  penal  statutes  for  religion. j:    The  pre^ 

•  Baxter^!  Life,  p.  64. 

t  Wood's  Fasti,  p.  92  ',  or  Athen*  Oxod.  f«l.  %,  p.  772*    -     t  Scobel,  p.  131. 
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amble  sets  forth, ''  that  divers  religious  aiid»pea6eable  peo^ 
pie,  well-affected  to  the  commonwealth,  having  not  only 
been  molested  and  imprisoned,  but  brought  into  danger  of 
abjuring  their  country,  or  in  case  of  return  to  suffer  death 
as  felons,  by  sundry  acts  made  in  the  times  of  former  kings 
and  queens  of  this  nation,  against  recusants  not  coming  to 
church,  &c.  they  therefore  enact  and  ordain^ 

''  That  all  the  clauses,  articles,  and  provisos,  in  the 
ensuing  acts  of  parliament,  viz,  1  Eliz.  23  Eltz.  35  Eliz. 
.  and  all  and  every  branch,  clause,  article,  or  proviso,  in  any 
other  act  or  ordinance  of  parliament,  whereby  any  penalty 
or  punishment  is  imposed,  or  meant  to  be  imposed  on  any 
person  whatsoever,  for  not  repairing  to  their  respective 
parish-churches ;  or  for  not  keeping  of  holy  days ;  or  for  not 
hearing  Common  Prayer,  &c.  shall  be,  and  are  hereby/ 
wholly  repealed  and  made  void. 

''  And  to  the  end  that  no  profane  or  licentious  persons 
may  take  occasion,  by  the  repeal  of  the  said  laws,  to  neglect 
the  performance  of  religious  duties,  it  is  farther  ordained, ' 
that  all  persons  not  having  a  reasonable  exc  use,  shall  on  every 
liord's  day,  and  day  of  public  thanksgiving  or^humiliation, 
resort  to  some  place  of  public  worship ;  or  be  present  at 
some  other  place,  in  the  practice  of  some  religious  duty, ' 
either  of  prayer  or  preaching,  reading  or  expounding  the 
Scriptures." — 

By  this  law  the  doors  were  set  open,  and  the  state  was  at 
liberty  to  employ  all  such  in  their  service  as  would  take  the 
oaths  to  the  civil  government,  without  any  regard  to  their 
religious  principles. 

Sundry  severe  ordinances  were  made  for  suppressing  of 
vice,  error,  and  all  sorts  of  profaneness  and  impiety.  May 
10,  it  was  ordained,  *'  that  incest  and  adultery  should  be 
made  felony;  and  that  fornication  should  be  punished  with> 
three  months'  imprisonment  for  the  first  offence ;  and  that 
the  second  offence  should  be  felony  without  benefit  of 
clergy.  Common  bawds,  or  persons  who  ke^p  lewd  houses, 
are  to  be  set  in  the  pillory ;  to  be  whipped,  and  marked  in 
the  forehead  with  the  letter  B,  and  then  committed  to  the 
house  of  correction  for  three  years  for  the  first  offence;  and 
for  the  second  to  suffer  death,  provided  the  .prosecution  be 
within  twelve  months."* 

•  ScoUl,  p.131. 
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'  Jane  S&,  it  was  ordained,  ^'  that  every  oobleinan  wfaa 
sball  be  convicted  of  profane  cursing  and  swearing,  by  tb^ 
oath  of  one  or  more  witnedses,  or  by  bis  own  con&ssioii, 
shall  pay  for  the  first  offence  thirty  shillings  to  the  poor  oC 
the  parish;  a  baronet,  or  knight,  twenty  shillings;  an  esquire 
ten  shillings ;.  a  gentleman  six  shillings  and  eight-pence;^ 
and  all  inferior  persons  three  shillings  and  four-pence.  For 
the  second  offence  they  are  to  pay  double,  according  to  their 
qualities  above  mentioned.  And  for  the  tenth  offence' they 
are  to  be  judged  common  swearers  and  cursors,  aiid  to  bar 
bound  over  to  their  good  behaviour  for  three  years.  The 
like  punishment  for  women,  whose  fines  are  to  be  deterininedi. 
according  to  their  6wn  or  their  husbands'  quality •''* 

August  9,  an  ordinance  was  passed,  for  punishing  blas^ 
phemous  and  execrable  opinions.     The  preamble  takea 
notice,  that  ^f  though  several  laws  had  been  made  for  pro* 
moting  reformation  in  doctrines  and  manners,  yet  tberer 
were  divers  men  and  women  who  had  lately  discovered^ 
monstrous  opinions,  even  such  as  tended  to  the  dissolutioa 
of  human  society;  the  parliament  therefore,  according  to > 
their  declaration  of  September  S7, 1649,  in  which  they  said,^ 
they  should  be  ready  to  testify  their  displeasure  against 
such  offenders,  by.  strict  and  effectual  proceedings  against  ^ 
them  who  should  abuse. and  turn  into  licentiousness  the.^ 
liberty  given  in  matters  of  religion,  do  therefore  ordaiu;- 
and  enact, 

"That  any  persons  not  distempered  in  their  brains,  who 
shall  maintain  any  mere  creature  to  be  God,  or  to  be  infinite/  . 
almighty,  &c.  or  that  shall  deny  the  holiness  of  God;  or 
shall  maintain,  that  all  acts  of  wickedness  and  unrighteous- 
ness are  not  forbidden  in  Holy  Scripture ;  or  that  God  ap- 
proves them:  any  one  who  shall  maintain,  that  acts  of 
drunkenness,  adultery,  swearing,  &c.  are  not  in  themselves 
shameful,  wicked,  sinful,  and  impious ;  or  that  there  is  not 
any  real  difference  between  moral  good  and  evil,  &c.  aU 
such  persons  shall  suffer  six  months'  imprisonment  for  the 
first  offence;  and  for  the  second  shall  be  banished ;  and  if 
they  return  without  licence  shall  be  treated  as  felons.'^f 

Though  several  ordinances  had  been  made  heretofore  for 
the  strict  observation  of  the  Lord's  day,  the  present  house  of 
commons  thought  fit  to  enforce. them  by  another,  dated 

•  Scobel,  p.  123.  t  Ibid.  p.  124. 
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Aj^ril  19, 1650,  in  Which  Aey  drdwi,  ^  (hat  all  g(rM>di  cfieA 
or  put  ta  sale  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  other  days  of  huinQia-* 
tion  and  thankBgiyin^  appoisted  by  authority^  shall  be 
seized.  No  waggoner  or  drover  shall  travel  on  the  Lord's 
day  oo  penalty  of  lOs.  for  every,  offence.  No  peraonB  shall 
travel  in  boats,  horses^  or  coaches,  except  to  chnreb,  on  pe* 
nalty  of  10^.  The  .like,  p^n^t  jr.  for  being,  in  a  tavern.  And 
wh^e  distress  is.  not  to  be  made^  the  offender  is  to  be  pnt 
into  the  stocks  six  hours.  All  peac&officers  are  required  to 
make  diligent  search  for  discovering  offenders;  and  in  case 
of  neglect,  the  justice  of  peace  is  fined  51.  and  every  eoiH 
stable  SO;/'    Such  was  the  severity  of  these  times.* 

The  parliament  having  ordered  the  sale  of  bishops*  lands, 
and  the  lands  of  deans  and  chapters,  and  vested  the  money 
in  the  hands  of  trnstees,  as  has  been  related,  appointed  this 
year^  April  5,  part  of  the  money  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  such  late  bishops,  deans,'pre- 
bendaries,  singing-men,  choristers,  and  other  members,  o& 
ficers,  and  persons  destitute  of  maintenance,  whose  respect 
tive  offices,  places,  and  livelihoods^  were  taken  away,  and 
abolished,  distributing  and  proportioning  the  same  accord-* 
ing  to  their  necessities.  How  well  this  was  executed  I  can- 
not determine;  but  it  was  a  generous  act  of  com  passion,  and 
more  than  the  church  of  England  would  do  bv  the  Noncon<« 
fbrmists  at  the  Restoration  .f 

A  motion  being  made  in  the  house  about  translating  all 
]aw-4>ooksihto  the  English  language,  Mr.  Whitelocke  made 
a  learned  speech  on  the  argument,  wherein  he  observes,  that 
^  MoseiB  read  the  law  to  the  Jews  in  the  Hebrew  language; 
that  the  laws  of  all  the  eastern  nations  were  in  their  mother* 
tongue ;  the  laws  of  Constantinople  were  in  Greek ;  at  Rome 
they  were  in  T^tin  ;  in  France,  Spain,  Germany,  Sweden^ 
Denmark,  and  other  places^  their  laws  are  published  in  their 
native  language.  As  for  our  own  country  (says  he),  those 
who  can  read  the  Saxon  character  may  find  the  laws  of  our 
ancestors  in  that  language.  Pursuant  to  this  regulation, 
William  duke  of  Normandy,  commonly  called  the  Con- 
queror, commanded  the  laws  to  be  published  in  English, 
that  none  might  pretend  ignorance.  He  observes  farther, 
that  by  S6  Eliz.  cap.  3,  it  was  ordered,  that  all  pleadings 
should  be  in  English;   and  even  in  the  reigns  of  those 

•  Scobel,p.  1J9.  IbW.p.  in. 
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princea^  wherein  our  atalutev  were  enrolled  in  French^  the 
^lierifiii  were  obliged  to  proclaioi  them  m  Ekigli^h^  because 
the  people  were  deeply  conci^ned  to  know  the  laws  of  their 
country^  and  not  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  rule  by  which 
their  interests  and  duty  were  directed."^ 

The  argamenta  in  dits  speech  were  so  forcible,  that  the 
Jhouse  agreed  uoanimously  to  a  fafll^  wherein  they  ordain, 
^<  that  all  books  of  la^.be  translated  into  English ;  and  all 
proeeedipgs  in  any  co^rt  of  justice^  except  the  court  of  Ad- 
miraltyi  after  Easter  term  16§1,  shall  be  in  English. only; 
and  all  writs,  &c.  shall,  be  in  a  legible  hand*  and  not  in 
court-hand,  on&rfeitiire  of  SO/*  for  the  first  offence,  half  to 
the  common  wealth,  and  the  other  half  to  them  that  will  sue 
for  the  same/'t  And  though  this  regulation  ceased  at  the 
Restoration^  as  all  other  ordinanceis  did  that  were  made  ia 
these  times,  the  hte  parliament  has  thought  fit  to  revive  it. 

From  this  time  we  may  date  the  rise  of  the  people  calledl 
Quakers,  in  whom  most  of  the  enthusiasts  of  these  times 
centred:  thjeir  first  leader  was  George  Fox,  born  at  Dray« 
toa  in  Lancashire  1634;  his  father,  being  a  poor,  weaver,  j: 
put  him  apprentice  to  a  country  shoemaker,  but  having  a 
peculiar  turn  of  mind  for  religion,  he  went  away  from  hie 
master^  and  wandered  up  and  down  the  country  like  a  her- 
mit, in  a  leathern  <loublet;  at  length  his  friends  hearing  he 
was  at  Ldndon,  persuaded  him  to  return  home,  and  settle  ia 
some  regular  coarse  of  employment ;  but  after  he  had  been 

*  Wl)it«1ocke^  p.  4S9.  t  Soobel,  p.  155. 

t  It  is  to  be  wished,  ibat  Mr.  Neal  had  not  used  this  epithet,  poor.  It  is  not  in  the 
anthor,  whom  he  quotes,  was  needless,  and  has  the  appearance  of  contempt.  The  pa- 
rents of  Fox  were  truly  respectable  :  bis  /ather,  Christopher  Fox,  of  snch  a  Tirtnoiis 
life,  that  his  neighbours  called  him  righteous  Christer;  his  mother,  ef  the  stock  of 
inartjrs,  and  a  woman  of  qaalifications  superior  io  the  generality  of  her  oircumstance9 
in  lire :  they  were  both  members  of  the  national  church,  distinguished  by  piety,  and 
cherished  the  religions  turn  of  mind  which  their  son  discovered  in  his  earliest  years. 
Virtuous  and  sober  manners,  a  peculiar  stayedness  of  mind,  and  gravity  of  demeanoor, 
marked  his  youth.  His  chief  employment  under  his  master,  who  also  dealt  in  wool 
and  cattle,  was  to  keep  sheep,  which  was  well  suited  to  his  disposition  both  for  inno« 
eence  and  solitude.  He  acquitted  himself  with  a  fidelity  and  diligence,  that  conduced 
much  to  the  success  of  his  master's  affairs.  It  was  a  custom  with  him  to  ratify  hi$ 
dealing  with  the  word  verUy  ;  to  which  he  so  firmly  and  conscientiously  adhered,  that 
those  who  knew  him  would  remark,  "  If  George  says  verily ,  there  is  no  altering.*' 
Mr.  Neal's  expression,  *♦  he  went  away  from  his  master,"  may  be  understood  as  inr 
timatinga.clandestine  and  dishonourable  leaving  his  master's  service:  which  was  not 
the  case.  He  did  not  begin  his  solitary  travels,  till  after  his  apprenticeship  W{i9 
finished,  and  he  had  returned  home  to  his  parents.  The  leathern  dress  was  adopted 
by  him,  on  account  ofits  simplicity  and  its  dorableuess,a8  it  required  Kttle  rjepairing, 
which  was  convenient  to  him  in  his  wandering  and  unsettled  course  of  life  Sewel'l 
Hist,  p*  6.  t$ ',  and  jGough's  History  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  1.  p.  60.— Ep 
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gome  monfliffin  tfad  country,  he  went  from  his  friends  a  se^' 
eond  lime,  in  the  year  1646,  and  threw  off  all  farther  ait^ 
tendance  on  the  puUie  service  in  the  churches :  the  reasons 
he  gave  for  bis  conduct  were,  because  it  was  revealed  to' 
him,  that  a  learned  education  at  the  univemity^  was  no  qua;> 
liication  for  a  minister,  but  that  all  depended  on  the  anoint- 
ing of  the  Spirit,  and  that  Gt>d  who  made  the  world  did  nol 
dwell  in  temples  made  with  hands.  In  the  year  1647,  he 
travelled  into  Derbyshire  and  Nottinghamshire,  walking 
through  divers  towns  and  villages,  which  way  soever  bis 
mind  turned,  in  a  solitary  manner.  He  fiisted  much  (says 
my  author),  and  walked  often  abroad  in  retired  places,  with 
DO  other  companion  but  his  Bible.  He  would  sometimes 
set  in  a  hollow  tree  all  day,  and  frequently  walked  about 
tfaeiields  in  the  night,  like  a  man  possessed  with  deep 
melancholy;  which  the  writer  of  his  life  calls  the  ''time  of 
the  first  working  of  the  Lord  upon  him.***  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  this  year,  he  began  first  to  set  up  for  a  teacher 
of  others,  about  Duckinfield  and  Manchester;  the  principal 
argument  of  bis  discourse  being,  that  people  should  receive 
the  inward  divine  teachings  of  the  Lord,  and  take  that  for 
their  rule.  • 

In  the  year  1648,  there  being  a  dissolution  of  all  govern-^ 
ment  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  George  Fox  waxed 
bold,+  and  travelled  through  the  counties  of  Leicester,  * 
Northampton,  and  Derby,  speaking  to  the  people  in  mar<e 
ket-places,  &c.  about  the  inward  light  of  Christ  within 
thero.t    At  this  tiine,  says  my  author,^  he  apprehended  the 

*  SeweVs  History  of  the  Quakers,  p.  6 — If. 

t  The  circamstances  of  this  period,  as  stated  by  Goagb,  vrill  shew  the  propriety 
of  our  author's  language  here,  and  preclude  the  saspioioo  that  has  fallen  on  him,  of 
intending  to  insinuate  that  the  boldness  of  George  Fox  was  criminal,  and  that  the 
dissolution  of  goremment  had  rendered  him  licentious.  At  this  time  the  Indepen- 
dents and  republicans  had  accomplished  their  purpose  :  regal  dominion,  the  peculiar 
privileges  of  the  nobility,  and  the  office  of  bishops,  were  abolished.  Their  professed 
principles  were  in  favour  of  civil  and  religions  liberty.  The  places  of  public  wor- 
ship seem,  for  a  season,  to  have  been  open  to  teachers  of  different  denominations,  and 
not  uncommonly  appropriated  to  theological  disonssioo  and  disputation  between  the 
teachers  or  members  of  various  sects.  These  propitious  circumstances  furnished 
Fox  and  others  with  opportunities  of  disseminating  their  opinions :  and  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity, jiatorally,  inspirits  and  emboldens  to  any  andertaking.  Cough's  History, 
Tol.  1.  p.  72. — Ed. 

t  The  words  of  Sewel  are,  **  that  every  man  was  enlightened  by  the  divine  light 
of  Christ.''  The  term  used,  by  this  historian,  for  the  follow«rs  of  Fox,  is  fellow* 
believers,  without  any  referenee  to  their  sex ;  nor  does  his  narrative  shew,  that  they 
consisted  more  of  women  than  men ;  which  Mr.  Neal's  expression  seems  to  intimate, 
—Ed.  .  , 

§  History  of  the  Quakers,  p.  18.  * 
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Xiord  bad  forbid  him  to  put  off  his  hat  to  any  one,  high  or 
low ;  he  was  required  also  to  gpeak  to  the  people  without 
distinction  in  the  language  of  thou  and  thee.  He  was  not 
to  bid  people  good-morrow,  or  good-night ;  neither  might 
he  bend  his  knee  to  the  chief  magistrate  in  the  nation ;  the 
women*  that  followed  him  would  not  make  a  courtesy  to 
their  superiors,  nor  comply  with  the  common  forms  of 
speech.  Both  men  and  women  affected  a  plain  and  simple 
dress,  distinct  from  the  fashion  of  the  times.  They  neither 
gave  nor  accepted  any  titles  of  respect  or  honour,  nor 
would  they  call  any  man  master  on  earth.  They  refused 
to  take  an  oath  on  the  most  solemn  occasion.  These  and 
the  like  peculiarities,  he  supported  by  such  passages  ojf 
Scripture  as  these, "  Swear  not  at  ajl  f  "  How  can  ye 
believe  who  receive  honour  one  of  another,  and  seek  not 
the  honour  which  comes  from  God  only  ?"  But  these  marks 
of  distinction  which  George  Fox  and  his  followers  were 
80  tenacious  of^  unhappily  brought  them  into  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  when  they  were  called  to .  appear  before  the 
civil  magistrate. 

In  the  year  1649,  he  grew  more  troublesome,  and  began 
to  interrupt  the  public  ministers  in  time  of  divine  service : 
his  first  essay  of  this  kind  was  at  Nottingham,  where  the 
ininister  preaching  from  these  words  of  St.  Peter,  "  We 
have  a  more  sure  word  of  prophecy,^'  &c.  told  the  people, 
that  they  were  to  try  all  doctrines,  opinions,  and  religions, 
by  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Upon  which  George  Fox  stood  up 
in  the  middle  of  the  congregation  and  said,  ^^  Oh  no !  it  isf 
Qot  the  Scripture,  but  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which 
opinions  and  religions  are  to  be  tried ;  for  it  was  the  Spirit 
that  led  people  iato  all  truth,  and  gave  them  the  knowledge 
of  it.''  And  continuing  his  speech  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  congregation,  the  officers  were  obliged  to  turn  him  out 
of  the  church,  and  carry  him  to  the  sheriff's  house;  next 
day  he  was  committed  to  the  castle,  but  was  quickly  re- 
leased without  any  other  punishment.f    After  this  he  dis7 

*  Siee  note  %  of  pr^oeding  ptg^. 

t  Mr.  Neal*9  accooot  of  this  imprisoiiment  of  George  Fox  is  oensQred  bj  a  lafe 
bisloriap,  aH  not  stiicUy  trae,  nor  supported  by  hU  aotbority,  Sewel,  aod  throagh  a 
partial  bias  a  rety  palUative  narration.  The  fact  mpre  eitactly  and  folly  stated  is 
this :  Th jit  Fox  was  no^  taken  ipmadiately  from  the  chorch  to  the  sheriff's  bonse,  bnt 
to  prison,  and  pot  into  a  place  so  filthy  and  intolerably  noisome,  that  the  smell  thereoC 
was  very  grievoos  to  be  endared.  '  At  night  be  was  carried  before  (lie  mayor,  alder-; 
men,  and  sheriffs,  of  the.toyrn,  and. after  exafflinalion  W44  recommitted.  But  cne  of  the 
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tttrbed  the  minister  of  Mansfield  in  time  of  divine  sevfict, 
for  which  he  wag  set  in  the  stocks,  and  turned  out  of  the 
town.*  The. like  treatment  he  met  with  at  Market-Bosh 
worth,  and  several  other  towns.f  At  length  the  magistrates 
of  Derby  confined  him  six  months  in  prison,  for  uttering 
divers  blasphemous  opinions,:):  pursuant  to  a  late  act  of 

f^enSi,  whose  UBie  wai  BeeUef  s,  being  rnncb  affeeted  with  the  sentiments  be  bad 
advanced,  removed  him  to  bis  own  boose.  During  his  residence  there,  Mr.  Fox  was 
visited  by  persons  of  eonaideraMe  condition;  the  sheriff,  as  well  as  his  wife  and 
lamU  J,  was  greatly  affected  with  his  doetrine  ;  inaomaoh  that  be  and  several  others 
exhorted  the  people  and  the  magistrates  to  repentance.  This  provoked  the  latter  to 
remove  Fox  baokto  the  common  prison,  where  be  lay  til)  the  assizes.  When  he  wns 
to  have  been  brongbt  before  the  jndge,  the  oflioer  was  so  dilatory  in  the  execotion  of 
his  business,  that  the  eoart  was  broken  up  before  he  was  oondaoted  to  it.  He  was, 
00  this,  again  ordered  into  the  common  jail,  and  detained  there  some  time  longer. 
As  far  as  appears,  he  was  imprisoned,  detained  in  prison,  and  released,  at  the^  mere 
will  and  pleasore  of  the  magistrates  of  Notlbgham,  witboot  any  legal  cause  assigned* 
**  Snob  arbitrary  exertion  of  power  (well  observes  my  anthor^  ill  agrees  with  a 
regard  for  chartered  privileges  and  equal  liberty."  Googb's  Hut>  of  the  Quakers, 
vol.  1.  p.  83, 84.    Sewel's  Hist.  p.  21, 22.— Ed. 

*  Mr.  Neal  is  eonsidered  as  passing  over  this  treatment  of  Fox  in  too  "cursory  a 
manner  :*'  and  is  blamed  for  placing  his  conduct  in  the  most  invidious  tight  it  would 
bear,  disturbing  the  minister.  But,  surely,  if  Mr.  Fox  spoke  while  the  minister  was 
preaching,  without  waiting  till  he  had  finished  his  dlsoourse,  it  wan  disturbing  him 
by  an  unseasonable  interruption.  But  this  circumstance  is  not  to  be  clearly  ascer- 
tained by  Sewel.  The  treatment  which  Fox  met  with  was  iniquitous  and  violent  to  an 
extreme  degree.  The  hearers  of  the  minister  "  converted  the  place  of  divine  wor- 
ship into  a  scene  of  lawless  riot,'  and  the  time  set  apart  for  the  service  of  God  into 
an  enormous  abnse  of  a  fellow-creature  ;  manifesting  their  religion  to  be  such  (ob- 
serves Mr.  Gongb  with  great  propriety)  «t  the  time  when  it  should  most  affect 
their  minds,  as  admitted  of  injury,  revenge,  and  violating  the  peace  and  order  of  so- 
ciety. For  they  assaulted  Mr.  Fox  in  a  furious  manner,  struck  him  ^ewn,  and  beat 
him  cruelly  with  their  hands,  Bibles,  and  sticks,  whereby  be  was  grievously  bruised* 
After  they  had  thus  vented  their  rage,  they  haled  him  out,  andpofrhim  into  tin 
stocks,  where  be  sat  «ome  hours :  and  then  they  took  him  before  a  magistrate,  who, 
seeing  hbw  grossly  he  had  been  abused,  after  much  threatening,  set  him  at  liberty* 
But  still  the  rude  mnltitnde,  insatiate  in  abuse,  stoned  him  out  of  the  town,  though 
hardly  able  to  go,  or  well  to  stand,  by  reason  of  their  violent  usage."  It  should  be 
remarked  here,  that  the  magistrate's  conduct  was  extremely  culpable,  in  not  inflicting 
a  punishment  on  these  disturbers  of  the  peace,  for  this  unjust  and  violent  attadc  on  a 
man  who  bad  done  them  no  barm,  but  meant  to  do' them  good ;  and  in  not  affording 
to  him  his  protection.    Gongh's  HisL  vot  1.  p.  84 — 86.t-Bd. 

t  Sewel,  p.  22. 

%  This  was  the  language  ■  of  the  mittimus,  by  which  Fox  and  another  were  com- 
mitted to  the  hooae  of  correction :  we  vegref  that  Mr.  Neal  should  have  adopted  it, 
withont  giving  bis  reader  the  grounds  on  which  the  severe  epithet  was  applied  to 
tbeir  opinions.  After  the  service  of  a  lecture,  at  which  Mr.  Fox  had  attended,  was 
finished,  he  spoke  what  was  on  bis  mind,  and  was  heard  wilboat  molestation :  when 
he  bad  done,  an  officer  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  carried  him  before  the  magistrates. 
Being  asked,  "why  he  came  thither  ?"  he  answered,  that  *'  God  had  moved  him  to 
it :"  and  added,  "  that  God  did  not  dwell  in  temples  made  with  hands;  and  that  all 
their  preaching,  baptism,  and  sacrifices,  would  never  sanctify  them ;  but  that  they 
•aght  to  look  onto  Christ  in  them,  and  not  unto  men,  for  it  is  Christ  that  sanctifies.** 
As  they  were  very  foil  of  words,  sometimes  disputing,  and  sometimes  deriding,  he  told 
them,  **  they  were  not  to  dispute  of  God  and  Christ,  but  to  obey  him."  At  last  they 
asked  him,  "if  he  was  flanclified?'*^  he  replied,  "Yes:"  «if  he  had  no  sin?"  his 
answer  was,  "Christ  my  Saviour  hath  taken  away  my  sin,  and  in  him  there  is  no 
sin."  To  the  next  question,  "  How  he  and  his  frienda  knew  Christ  was  in  them  ?'" 
he  replied,  "  by  his  Spirit,  which  he  hath  gifea  n«."    Then  they  were  asked,  "  if 
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parliaoieiit  for  that  purpose.  By  this  time  there  began  to 
appear  sohie  other  visionaries^  of  the  same  make  and  com- 
plexion with  George  Fox,  who  spoke  in  places  of  public 
>esort ;  being  moved^  as  they  said,  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and 
even  some,  women,  contrary  to  the  modesty  of  their  sex; 
wient  about  streets^  and  entered  into  churches,  crying  down 
the  teaching  of  men,  and  exhorting  people  to  attend  to  the 
light  within  themselves* 

It  was  in  the  year  1650  that  these  wandering  lights  first 
received  the  denomination  of  Quakers,  upon  this  ground, 
that  their  speaking  to  the  people  was  usually  attended  with 
convulsive  agitations,  and  shakings  of  the  body.  All  their 
speakers  had  these  tremblings,  which  they  gloried  in,  as- 
serting it  to  be  the  character  of  a  good^  man  to  tremble 
before  Grod.  When  George  Fox  appeared  before  Gervas 
Bennet,  esq.  one  of  the  justices  of  Derby,  October  90, 
1650^  he  had  one  of  his  agitations,  or  fits  of  trembling,  upon 
bim,  and  with  a  loud  voice  and  vehement  emotion  of 
body,  bid  the  justice  and  those  about  him  tremble  at  the 
word  of  the  Lord ;  whereupon  the  justice  gave  him  and  his 
friends  the  name  of  Quakers,  which  being  agreeable  to 
their  common  behaviour,  quickly  became  the  distinguishing 
denomination  of  this  people.* 

Wj  of  them  were'  Ghritit  ?"  to  which  iiisidioas  t\aeicj  hk  adswered,  **Naj,  we  ire  ho* 
thinj; ;  Christ  is  all."  He  was  next  interrogkted,  "  If  a  man  steal,  it  it  tio  sin?"  to- 
which  his  repljr  "was,  "Alt  unrighteousness  la  %iaJ*  With  what  caudoor,  with  what 
propriety,  with  what  troth,  could  the  chkfge  Of  bltisphemj  be  grounded  on  these  de-- 
darationsy  especially  by  the  magistrates  ttho  examined  and  committed  hiln  ?  The 
names  to  the  tnitiimds  were  Ger.  Benhet  and  Nalh.  Barton  :  both  of  them  were  lu^ 
dependents,  the  latter  an  officer  and  |)l*eacfaer :  men  whose  own  tenets  implied  a  sn* 
pernaMral  inflaence,  and  admitted  no  interference  of  the  civil  magiitrate  iu  spiritual 
concerns,  but  were  pointed  in  faVonr  of  universal  toleration  :  One  of  whom  oould 
himself  have  no  commission  to  preach  bat  on  the  groimd  of  God'i  moving  him  to  it* 
These  Were  the  men  who  adcUsed  Vox  of  blasphemy,  aud  imprisoned  him  :'*'  a  remark- 
able instance  (observes  Mr.  Gough)  of  the  inconsistency  of  mtn  with  themseUea 
in  different  stations  of  life  :'*  a  remarkable  instance,  it  may  be  added,  how  the  liw 
may  be  wrested  atid  justice  pelrv^rlad  by  passion  and  prejudice.  Mr.  Neal's  manner 
of  relatuig  this  trausaction,  unhappily,  conbeals  the  criminal  Conduct  ol  these  magis- 
trates, and  is  too  much  calculated  to  perpetuate  the  prejudice  which  misled  «n4 
governed  them«  SewePs  History,  p.  24 ',  and  Gough*8  History,  vol.  1.  p*  90 — 94, 
—Ed. 

*  The  above  parilgraph  has  given  gi'eat  oflTence,  and  is  severely  censured  by  Mr. 
Gough,  as  *'  an  opprobrious  description  approaching  to  scurrility."  The  plain  faet« 
i|s  it  stands  in  Sewel,  has  none  of  those  circumstances  of  agitationi,  a  lobd-  voioe  aod 
vehement  emotions,  with  which  Mr.  Neal  has  described  it,  and  for  which  he  ime 
qupted  no  authority.  Fox,  according  to  Sewel,  having  bid  the  justice  and  tboseabett 
him  to  "trejfttble  at  the  word  of  the  Lord,''  Mr.  Bennet  took  hold  of  this  weigbly 
paying  with  anch  an'iliry  mind,  that  from  thence  he  took  occlusion  to  call  him^  and  him- 
fHends,-scomfn]1y,  Quakers.  This  name  v^as  eagerly  taken '  up  and  aprted-  among 
the  people.    As  to  the  convulsive  emotions  with  >irhicb,  it  ia  Mid,  the  jpriaelmig  ef 

VOL.  IV.  D 
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<  At  length  they  disturbed,  tbe  publie  worship  by  i^ppevr* 
ing  in  ridiealous  habits,  with  emblematieal  or  typical  re* 
presentations  of  some  impending  calamity;  they  also  took 
the  liberty  of  giving  ministers  the  reproaehful  nunes  pf 
hirelings,  deceivers  of  the  people,  fiilse  prophets,  &&  Some 
ef  them  went  through  divers  towns  and  villages  naked,  de* 
bouncing  judgments  and  calamities  upon  the  nation*  Some 
have  famished  and  destroyed  themselves  by  deep  melan« 
choly ;  and  others  have  undertaken  to  raise  their  friends 
from  the  dead.  Mr.  Baster  says,*  many  Franciscan  friara 
and  other  Papists  have  been  disguised  speakers  in  th^ir 
assemblies ;  but  little  credit  is  to  begiventosuehreports.t* 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  such  an  unsettled  people 
should  have  a  uniform  system  of  rational  principles.  Their 
first  and  chief  design,  if  they  had  any,  was  to  reduce  all 
revealed  religion  to  allegory ;  and  because  some  had  laid 
too  great  stress  upoft  rites  and  ceremonies,  these  would 
have  neither  order  nor  regularity,  nor  stated  seasons  of 
worship,  but  all  must  arise  frotn  the  inward  impulse  of  their 


fhese  Christians,  was  aecompaiiied,  i(  is  but  fair  Co  hear  their  advocate.  "We- 
readily  adi%U  (says  Mr.  Gongh)  these  promnlf  ators  of  primitive  Christiaiiitj  htift 
DO  nniversitj  -edvoation,  were  not  traioed  io  sebools  of  orstoty.  It  was  plain  truth 
i^d  righteonsness  they  sought  to  follow  and  lecoAurfend '  ita  a  plain  siniple  way, 
without  the  studied  deeoratioBS  of  fine  langoage,  or  the  engaging  attraeiions  of  e. 
graoefitl  motion ;  Ihey  spoke  ndt  to  the  bead,  or  to  tbe  eye,  but  to  the  hearts  of  their 
enditors.  >  Beini;  themselves  animated,  and  deeply  affeoted  in  spirit  with  the  inward 
feeling  of  the  power  of  that  tmth,  to  the  knowledge  of  which  they  aimed  to  bring' 
ethers,  that  thereby  they  might  be  saved  ;  an  nnafiected  warmth  of  seal  in  recom- 
mending rii^hteooiiness,  and  testifying  against  vioe  and  wickedness,  might  produce  a 
warmtl^  of  exprtsssion  and  action  also,  which  to  an  invidioos  eye  might  appear  con- 
TiiUive :  but  theur  convulsions  did  not  bereave  them  of  understanding ;  they  spake 
with  the  spirit  and  with  tbe  understanding  also,  ef  things  which  they  knew,  im^d  tes- 
tified of  things  which  they  had  seen.  And  their  doctrine  was  often  effectual  to  open 
the  understanding  of  their  hearers,  to  see  clearly  the  state  of  their  minds,  both  what 
they  were  and  what  they  ought  to  be."    Gongh's  History,  vol.  1.  p.  96,  note. — £»• 

♦  Baxter's  Life,  p.  77. 

t  U.but  little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  snch  repoite>  it  may  be  asked,  why  are  theyc' 
Hitrodnced :  when,  if  not  refuted,  they  lend  to  mislead  tbe  reader,  and  to  fix  a  re- 
proach on  an  innocent  people  ?  Is  it  becoming  the  candour  and  dignity  of  an  histo- 
9an,  by  recording,  to  appear  to  grve  them  a  sanction  ?  As  to  the  case  in  hand,  Mr* 
Baxter,  on  whose  authority  Mr.  Nea^  speaks,  though  be  was  a  great  and  exeellent 
nan,  was  not  entirely  exempt  from  the  influence  of  prejudice  and  erednlity.  In  ge- 
neral, stories  to  the  discredit  of  n  new,  despised,  and  bated  sect,  are,  often,  eagerly 
adopted  and  spread  with  circumstances  of  aggravation.  So  it  happened  to  the  first. 
Christians.  This  has  befallen  the  MelhodistP  in  our  times.  And  the  Quakers,  being 
particular  objects  of  priestly  indigna^on,  had  reason  to  complain  of  this.  They  were 
«8en  confounded  with  an  ephemeron  sect,  whose  principles  were  totally  incompatible 
with  theirs,  called  Ranters,  and  whose  practices  outraged  all  decency  and  order.  An. 
aetive  preacher  amongst  the  Quakers,  Mr,  Edward  Burroughs,  and  the  celebrated 
JBaroIay*  wrote  against  the  praqtices  of  th«s«  people.  Cough's  History,  vol,  1.  p..lS8y 
199,  note  ',  and  vol.  3.  p.  I^-^Ed* 
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ipiriU*  Agreeable  to  this  rule,  they  declared  against' all 
sorts  of  clergy,  or  settled  rainisters ;  against  people'i^  assem^ 
bling  in  steeple-houses ;  against  fixed  times'*  of  public  de.<^ 
vetion,  and  consequently  against  the  observation  of  thd 
sabbath.  Their  own  meetitigs  were  occasional^*  and  when 
they  met,  one  or  another  spake  as  they  were  aioyed  frokH 
"Vfithin,  and  sometimes  they  departed  without  any  one's 
being  moved  to  speak  at  all. 

The  doctrines  they  delivered  were  as  vague  and  uncei^- 
taint  as  the  principle  from  which  they  acted.  They  denied 
the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  their  faith^ 
calling  it  a  dead  letter^  and  maintaining  that  every  maa 
Jiad  a  light  within  himself,  which  was  a  sufficient  rule. 
They  denied  the  received  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  and  incar^ 
nation.  They  disowned  the  sacraments  of  baptism  and  thc^ 
liord's  supper ;  nay,  soifie  of  them  proceeded  90  far  as  to 
deny  a  Christ  without  them ;  or  at  least,  to  place  more  pjt 
their  depcfndance  upoa  a  Christ  within.  They  spake  littie 
or  nothing,  says  Mr.  Baxter^j:  about  the  depravity  of  na- 
ture; about  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  about  pardon  of  sin^ 

•  This  IS  not  acoiirate»'or  \s  applicable  onljtoth^  infancj  of  ihe  sect.  For,  thoogb 
they  did  nbt  esteem  pne  house  more  holj  than  anoUier,  and  believed  Hi  times  eqoaUjr 
the  Lord'sj.aiid  that  all  days  shoald  be  sabbaths  or  times  of  coBtimial  rest  and  absti- 
nence from  evil ;  yet  as  soon  as  their  numbers  t?ere  isufficient  for  the  purpose,  tlie^ 
held  fi  x.ed  and  regular  meetings  for  worship^  particularly  on  the  first  day  of  the  weeie, 
which  they  chose  as  more  convenient,  because  more  generaliyiicoeptedth|nany  other. 
In  1654,  meetings  were  settled  in  many  places  in  the  north,  and  also  in  tbeicity  df 
I^ondott,  wb^ch  w^re  held  in  private  houses,  till  tb^p  body  growing  too  large  to  be  ae^ 
oommodated  in  them,  a  house  known  by  the  name  of  Bnll-and-Mouth,  in  MartinV 
Le-6iiuid,  near  Aldersgate^street,  was  hired  for  a  meeting-house.  And  no  body  of 
Christians  were  more  open,  steady,  and  regular,  than  they  hare  been  in  their  public 
associations  for  worship  or  discipline.  SewePs  Historytp.  80.  84.  Cough's  Hist^ 
vol.  1.  p.  144  and  509.— Ed. 

t  The  account  which  Mr.  Neal  gives  of  the  sentiments  and  practices  of  the  Qnakecs 
in  this  and  the  preceding  paragraph,  is  not  drawn  up  with  the  accuracy'  and  precif 
sion,  not  to  say  candour,  which  should  mark  the  historiio  page.  It  has  too  much  thf 
appearance  of  the  loose  desultory  representation,  which  those  who  had  not  investir 
gated  their  principles,  nor  looked  into  their  writings,  would  exhibit  of  this  sect.  '  It 
is,  I  think,  introduced  at  an  improper  place,  in  too  early  a  period  of  their  history  ; 
when  Mr.  Neal  himself  has  related  only  what  concerned  Greorge  Fox,  and  before  hi« 
followers  were  formed  into  a  body.  At  that  time  it  was  not  to  he  expected,  that 
their  principles  should  be  made  into  a  system  ;  and  their  doctrines  beit>g  delivered 
as  the  assertions  of  individuals  only,  and  deriving  their  completion  frtfm  their  differ- 
ent tastes,  capacities,  and  views,  would  to  the  public  eye  wear  the  aspect  of  variety 
and  uncertain ty.  But  long  before  Mr.  Neal  wrote,  their  principles  had  assumed  a 
systematic  form.  Penn  had  published  his  Key,  and  Robert  Barclay  his  Catechism 
and  Confession  of  Faith,  and  that  elaborate  work  his  Apology.  The  proposltiouf 
illostrated  and  defended  in  this  treatise  exhibit  a  concise  view  of  the  chief  principles 
of  the  Quakers ;  and  that  they  may  speak  for  themselves  we  will  give  th«m  in  tb# 
Appendix,  no.  12. — Ed. 

t  Baxter,  p.  77. 
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and  reconciliatioh  with  God  ^  or  about  moral  duiies.*  Bui 
the  disturbance  they  gave  to  the  public  religion  for  a  course 
of  years  was  so  insufferable,  that  the  magistrates  could  not 
avord  punishing  them  as  disturbers  of  the  peace ;  though  of 
lat6  they  are  become  a  more  sober  and  inoffensive  people ; 
and  by  the  wisdom  of  their  managers,  have  formed  them- 
selves into  a  sort  of  body  politic^  alid  are  in  general  very 
worthy  members  of  society. 


CHAP.  IL 

tftOM  THE  CORONATtON  OF  KING  CHARLES  II.  IN  SCO'f- 
LAND,  TO  THE  PROTECTORSHIP  OF  OLIVER  CROM- 
WELL.   1651. 

The  coronation  of  king  Charles  by  the  Scots,  which  had 
been  deferred  hitherto,  being  now  thought  necessary  to 
give  life  to  their  cause,  was  solemnized  at  Scone  on  New- 
year^s-day  l65l,  with  as  much  magnificence  as  their  cir- 
cumstances would  admit  ;t  when  his  majesty  took  the  fol- 
lowing oath  :  "  I  Charles^  king  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  do  assure  and  declare  by  my  solemn  oath,  in 
the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  the  searcher  of  all  hearts, 
itiy  allowance  and  approbation  of  the  national  covenant, 
and  of  the  solemn  league  and  covenant;  and  faithfully  ob- 

'  '  *  This  qnotation  is  not  correct.  Mr.  Baxter's  words,  concefniAg  Ihe  strain  of 
llieir  preaching,  are  thede.  '*  Tbej  speak  much  for  (he  dwelling  and  working  of  the 
^irit  in  us ;  bat  littfe  of  jistification,  and  the  pardon  of  sin,  and  oar  recoDctiiation 
with  God  through  Jesus  Christ."  Here  is  nothing  said  about  their  neglecting  to  inr- 
sist  on  **  moral  duties."  The  great  object  of  Fox's  zeal,  we  are  told,  was  a  bearenljr 
temper  and  a  life  of  righteousness :  and  bis  endeavours  to  propagate  true  religion 
•ad  righteousness  were  not  confined  to  public  of  private  meetings,  bcft  exerted  in 
other  places  as  occasion  offered;  particularly,  irr  courts  of  judicature,  to  admonish  to 
jAslioe,  and  caution  against  oppression  :  in  markets,  to  re<;oramend  truth,  candour, 
•and  fair  dealings,  and  to  bear  his  testimony  against  fraud  and  deceitful  merchandis^e : 
«it  publicf  hon^a  of  entertainment,  to  warn  agatnrst  indulging  intemperance,  by  sup- 
plying their  guests  with  more  liquor  than  would  do  them  good':  at  schools  and  in 
private  families,  to  exhort  to  the  training  up  of  ehildren  and  servants  to  sobriety,  in 
the  fear  of  their  Maker;  to  testify  against  vain  sports,  plays,  and  shows,  as  tending 
to  dratv  people  into  vanity  and  nberlitiisra,  and  from  that  state  of  circumspection  and 
tttteutite  consideration,  wherein  our  salvation  is  to  be  wrought  out,  forewarning  all 
of  th6  great  day  of  account  fur  all  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  This  was  certainly 
insisting  on  moral  duties,  and  bringing  home  the  principles  of  righteousness  to  the 
▼arlous  circumstances  of  human  life,  with  much  propriety  and  energy.  Gongh^s 
History,  vol.  1 .  p.  &}l,  75.— Ed. 

t  The  ceremonial  of  this  coronation  is  given  at  length  by  Dr.  Grey,  vol.  3.  p.  Ill 
— 124.— Eb. 
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Ug^  myself  to  prosecute  the  ends  thereof  in  my  staiioj)  and 
filing;  and  that  I  myself  and  successors  shall  consent 
and  agree  to  all  the  actd  of  parliament  enjoining  the  na- 
tional covenant,  and  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  and 
fully  establish  Presbyterian  government,  the  directory  of 
worship,  confession  of  faith,  and  catechisms,  in  the  king- 
dom  of  Scotland,  as  they  are  approved  by  the  general  as- 
sembly of  this  kirk,  and  parliament  of  this  kingdom  ;  and 
that  i  will  give  my  royal  assent  to  all  acts  of  parliament 
passed,  or  to  be  passed,  enjoining  the  same  in  my  other 
dominions ;  and  that  I  shall  observe  these  in  my  own  prac- 
tice and  family,  and  shall  never  make  opposition  to  any  of 
these,  or  endeavour  any  change  thereof,"    This  oath  was 
annexed  to  the  co¥enant  itself,  drawn  up  in  a  fair  roll  of 
parchment,  and  subscribed  by  him  in  ;tbe  presence  of  the 
no^liiy  and  gentry,* 

His  majesty  also  signed  a  declaration,  lb  which  he  Bfi* 
knowledged  the  sin  of  his  father  in  marrying  into  a^  idola- 
trous family ;  and  that  the  blood  shed  in  the  late  wars  lay  ai 
his  iather',8  dpor.t  He  expressed  a  deep  sense  of  his  own 
ill  education,  and  of  thef  prejudices  be  had  drunk  in,  against 
the  cause  of  God,  of  which  he  was  now  very  sensible.  He 
confessed  all  the  former  parts  of  his  life  to  have  been  a  course 
of  enmity  to  the  word  of  God.  He  repented  of  his  commis- 
sion to  Montrose.  He  acknowledged  his  own  sins,  and  the 
sins  of  his  father's  house,  and  says,  he  will  account  them  his 
enemies  who  oppose  the  covenants,  both  which  he  had  taken 
without  any  sinister  intention  of  attaining  bis  own  ends^ 
He  declares  his  detestation  and  abiiorrence  of  all  Popery, 
superstition,  idolatry,  and  prelacy,  and  resolves  not  to  tole- 
rate them  in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  He  acknowledges 
his  great  sin  in  making  peace  with  the  Irish  rebels,  and  al- 
lowing them  the  liberty  of  their  religion,  which  he  makes 
;vo]d,  resol/vingfor  the  future  rather  to  cliopse  afHiction  than 
«in ;  and  though  he  judg;ps  jcharit^bly  of  those  who  hav^ 
acted  against  the  coyenaQt,  yet  he  prpmisses  jnot  to  employ 
them  for  the  future  till  they  have  taken  it.  In  the  con- 
clusion, his  majesty , confesses  over  again  his  own  guilt;  and 
tells  the  world,  the  state  of  the  questipn  was  now  altered, 
inasmuch  ,as  he  h^d  obtained  mercy  to  be  on  God's  side^ 

*  01  inixon's  Hiylorj  vf  Ibe  Stuarts,  v>.  391. 

t  Uijitor^  of  the  Sluurts,  p.  o87.     Burnet,  vol.  1.  p.  78.  Edinb.  edit. 
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Add  therefbro  hopes  the  Lord  will  bo  gractoiipy  and  eoontof 
nance  his  own  cause,  since  he  is  determined  to  dp  nothing 
but  with  advice  of  the  kirk. 

Our  historians,  who  complain  of  the  prevarication  of 
Oromwell,  would  do  well  to  find  a  parallel  to  this  in  all 
history ;  the  king  took  the  covenant  three  times  with  thi^ 
tremendous  oath,  **  By  the  Eternal  and  Almighty  God,  who 
liveth  and  reigneth  for  ever,  I  will  observe  and  keep  all 
that  is  contained  herein."  Mr.  Baxter  admits,*  that  the 
Scots  were  in  the  wrong  in  tempting  the  young  king  to  speal^ 
and^  publish  that,  which  they  might  easily  know  was  con- 
trary to  the  thoughts  of  his  heart ;  but  surely  his  mqesty 
was  no  less  to  blame,  to  trample  apon  the  most  sacred 
bonds  of  religion  and  society.  He  complied  v^ith  the 
rigours  of  the  Scots  discipline  and  worship:  he  heard 
many  prayers  and  sermons  of  great  length.  ^  I  remembec 
(says  bishop  Burnett)  in  one  fast«^ay^  there  were  six  ser- 
mons preached  witiiout  intermisiiMu  .  He  wfiS  not  allowed 
to  walk  abroad  on  Suiidays;  and  if  at  any  time  there  had 
been  any  gaiety  at  court,  as  dancing,  or  playing  at  cards^ 
he  was  severely  reproved  for  it,  which  contributed  not  a 
)ittle  to  beget  in  him  an  aversion  to  all  «triotnes»in  re4 
iigion/'  And  the  Scots  were  so  jealous  that  all  this  was  freni 
necessity,  that  they  would  suffer  none  of  his  o^d  friends  tQ 
come  into  his  presence  and  councUsi  not  so  much  as  to  serve 
in  the  army. 

While  the  Scots  were  raising  forces  for  the  king's  service^ 
a  private  correspondence  was  carriedon  with  the  ESnglish 
iPresbyterians ;  letters  were  also  written,  and  messengers 
sent  from  London  to  the  king  and  queen-mother  in  FranoOi 
to  hasten  an  accommodation  with  the  Scots,  assuring  them» 
that  the  English  Presbyterians  would  then  declare  foir  him 
the  first  opportunity.  Considerable  sums  of  money  were 
eoUected  privately  to  forward  an  expedition  into  England; 
but  the  vigilance  of  the  commonwealth  discovered  and  de^ 
feated  their  designs.  The  principal  gentlemen  and  minisi- 
ters^cbncernedin  the  correspondence,  were  some  disbanded 

*  ''  It  seemed  to  me  and  man j  otbers  (iaja  Mr.  Baxter),  that  the  Scots  misoarried 
diTers  ways ;  1.  In  inposiog  laws  qpon  their  king,  for  wjfioh  thej  ha4  n«  auiboriijc 
9.  In  fqroiag  him  to  disbonoar  the  memory  of  bis  father  by  sooh  eonfesaions :  3.  In 
templing  him  to  speak  and  pobKsh  that  which  they  might  easily  know' was  contrary 
to  his  heart,  and  so  to  take  God's  name  in  vain :  4.  And  in  giving  Cromwell  ocoaaioa 
to  charge  them  all  with  dissimulation.'^    Baxter's  life*  p.  66;— £o« 

iP:7X 
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cHBibersv^o  had  served  the  paiiiament  m  the  ISle  wars;  aV 
inajof  Adams^  Alfbrd;  and  Huntington ;  coloiiel  Yaughan, 
Sowloh,  Titus,  JacksoUj^  Bains^  Barton;  captain  Adams^ 
Potter,  Far,  Massey,  Stuics ;  and  Mr.  Gibbons.  The  minis- 
ters were,  Dr.' Drake,  Mr.  Case,  Wat«on,  Heyrick,  Jenkins^ 
Jackson,  Jacqnel,  Robinson,  Cawton,  Nalson,  Haviland/ 
Blackmore,  and  Mr.  Love.  These  had  their  private  assem* 
Uies  at  major  Adams's,  colonel  Barton's,  and  At  Mr.  Love'^ 
bonse,  and  held  a  correspondeiice  with  the  king,  who  de-* 
sired  them  to  send  comtnissioners  to  Breda  to  moderate  the 
Scots  demands,  which  service  he  woold  reward  when  God 
should  restore  him  to  hiff  kingdoms.  ^  '  - 

But  so  numeroQtf  a  confederacy  was  hardly  to  be  con-r 
cealed  front  the  watchful  eyes  of  the  new  goveniAlent,  who: 
had  their  spies  in  all  places;  Major  Adams,  being  appre*> 
hended  on  suspicion,  was  the  first  who-  discovered  the  con*-* 
spiracy  to  the  council  of  stat^.  On  his  information  warrants: 
were  issued  out,  for  apprehending  most  of  the  gehtlemea 
and  ministers  above  mentioned;  but  several  absconded,  and 
withdrew  from  the  storm.  The  ministers  who  were  appre^ 
hei^ded  were,  Dr.  Drake,  Mn  Jenkms,  Jackson,  Robinson^ 
Watson,  Bleckntore,  and  Haviland;  who  after  some  time 
were  released-  on  their  petition  for  merey,  and  promising 
submission  to  the  government  for  the  future ;  but  Mr.  Xiove' 
and  Gibbons  were  made  examplda,  as  a  terror  to  others. 
Mr.  Jenkins's  petition  being  expressed  in  very  strong  terms* 
wais  ordered  to  be  printed ;  it  was  entitled,  ^'  The  humble 
petition  of  William  Jenkins,  prisoner,'  declaring  his  un- 
feigned sorrow  for  all  his  late  misqarriageis,  and  promisitigf 
to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  present  government ;  with 
three  queries,  being  the  ground  of  his  late  petition,  and 
submission  to  the  present  pow^.'^  '. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Uove  was  brought  before  a  new  high 
court  of  justice  erected  for  this  purpose,  as  was  the  custoni 
of  these  times  for  state  criminals,  when  Mr.  Attorney-gendral 

*  The  most  remaiikable  positions  in  this  pelition  were:  That  the  parliameat; 
without  the  king,  were  the  tftoprem*  antiiority  of  the  nation :  that  God's  provideoces 
are  antecedent  dediucations  of  |iis  will  and  approbalioD  ;  and  appeared  as  eridentlj 
in  removing  t)ie  king  and  investing  tlieir  honours  with  the  government,  as  in  taking 
away  and  bestowing  any  g overament  in  any  history  of  any  age  of  the  world :  iba| 
the  refusal  of  8abjectio,n  to  their  authority  wa»  snoh  an^oppoaing  the  ^ovemroept  set 
up  by  the  sovereign  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  as  nond  can  have  peace  either  iti 
acting  or  suffering  for :  and  that  it  was  a  doty  1o  yield  to  this  iulhority  aH  actlmi 
and  cheerful  obedieiioe,  in  tlieljord.  for  eqnscienos'  take.  Dr.  Grey '» Remarks,  voL 
3.p.  1^.—Eb.  i 
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Prideaox.  June  20,  exhibited  agaiast  hiai  the  foUowiii^ 
charge  of  high*trea8on ;  '^  that  at  geveral  times  in  the  years 
1649, 1650,  and  1651,  and  in  several  places^  he,  with  the 
persons  above  mentioned,  had  maliciously  combined  and 
contrived  to.  raise  forces  against  the  present  government-^ 
that  they  had  declared  and  published  Charles  Stuart,  eldest 
son  of  the  late  king,  to  be  king,  6f  .England,  without  consent 
of  parliament — ^that  they  had  aided  the  Scots  to  invade  this 
commonwealth — that  the  said  Christopher  Love,  at  div«r8 
times  between  the  99th  of  March  1650,  and  the  first  of  June 
1651,  at  London  and  other  places,  had  traitorously  and  ma* 
liciously  maintained  correspondence  and  intelligence  by  let* 
ters  and  messages  with  Charles  Stuart,  son  of  the  late  king, 
and  with  the  queen  his  mother,  and  with  sundry  of  his  coun* 
oil — that  he  did  likewise  hold  correspondence  with  divers 
of  the  Scots .  nation,  and  had  assisted  them  with  money, 
arms,. and  other  supplies,  in  the  present  war,  as  well  as 
colonel  Titus  and  others  of  the  English  nation,  in  conM^- 
racy  with  them,  to  the  hazard  of  the  public  peace,  and  in 
breach  of  the  laws  of  the. land."— r 

.  To  this  charge  Mr.  Love,  after  having,  demurred  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  pleaded  Not  guilty.  The  witnesses 
against  him  were  eight  of  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen. 
The  reverend  Mr.  Jackson  was  summoned,  hut  refused  to 
be  sworn,  or  give  evidence,  because  he  looked  on  Mr.  Love 
to  be  a  good  man  ;  saying,  he  should  have  a  hell  in  his  coo- 
science  to  his  dying  day,  if  he  should  speak  any  thing  that 
should  h/d  circumstantially  prejudicial  to  Mr.  Love's  life. 
The  court  put  him  in  mind  of  his  obligation  to  the  public, 
and  that  the  very  safety  of  all  government  depended  upon  it. 
But  he  refused  to  be  sworn,  for  which  the  court  sent  him  to 
the  Fleet,  and  fined  him  500/. 

But  it  appeared  by  the  other  witnesses,  that  Mr.  Love 
had  carried  on  a  criminal  correspondence  both  with  the,  king 
and  the  Scots.  With  regard  to  the  king  it  was  sworn,  that 
about  a  month  after  his  late  majesty's  death,  several  of  them 
met  at  a  tavern  at  Dowgate,  and  other  places,  to  concert 
measures  to  forward  the  king's  agreeriiont  with  the  Scots, 
for  which  purpose  they  applied  by  letters  to  the  queen,  and 
sent  over  colonel  Titus  with  100/.  to  defray  his  expenses. 
The  colonel,  having  delivered  his  message,  sent  back  letters 
by  colonel  Alsford,  which  were  read  in  Mr.  Loye's  hou^e ; 
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'mitiM  ifae  ftopy  of  a  letter  from  the  king  himself,  Mr.  £<ove 
being  present  Upon  these  and  such-like  facts,  the  cornieil 
for  the  commonwealth  insisted,  that  here  was  a  criminal 
correspondence  to  restore  the  king,  .contrary  to  the  ordi^ 
nance  of  January  dO,  1648,  which  says,  *'  that  whosoever 
shall  proclaim,  declare,  publish,  or  any  ways  promote,Charie8 
Stuart,  or  any  other  person,  to  be  king  of  England,  without 
consent  of  parliament,  shall  be  adjudged  a  traitor,  and  suffer 
the  pains  of  death  as  a  traitor." 

The  other  branch  of  the  charge  against  Mr.  Love,  was 
his  correspondence  with  the  Scots,  and  assisting  them  in  the 
war  against  the  parliament.  To  support  this  article,  captain 
Potter,  Adams,  and  Mr.  Jacquel,  swore,  that  letters  cama 
from  Scotland  to  colonel  Bamfield  with  the  letter  Lupoa 
them,  giving. a  large  narrative  of  the  f)ght  at  Dunbar,  and 
of  the  Scots  affairs  for  three  months  after  till  Christmas. 
There  came  also  letters  from  the  earl  of  Argyle,  LothiaOf 
and  Loudon,  who  proposed  the  rising  10^000/.  to  buy  arms, 
and  to  hire  shipping,  in  order  to  land  five  thousand  men  i& 
England.  The  letters  were  read  at  Mr.  Liove's  house; 
but  the  proposals  bejng  disliked,  only  40/.  was  raised 
for  the  expenses  of  the  messenger.  At  another  time  a 
letter  was  read  from  geperal  Massey,  in  which  he  desires 
them  to  provide  arms,  and  mentions  bis  own  and  colonel 
Titus's  necessities ;  upon  ivhicb  it  was  agreed  to  raise  2  or 
3001.  by  way  of  coqtribution,  and  every  one  present  wrote 
down  what  he  would  lend,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Love, 
who  not  only  contributed  himself,  but  ^carried  about  the 
paper  to  encourage  others.  This  was  construed  by  the 
^^ouncil  for  the  commonwealth,  suiGcient  to  bring  Mr.  Love 
within  the  ordinance. of  July  1,  1649,  which  says,  '^  that  if 
any  shall  procure,  invite,  aid,  or  assist,  any  foreigners  or 
strangers  to  invade  England  pr  Ireland;  pr  shall  adhere 
to  any  forces  raised  by  the  enemies  of  the  parliament,  or 
commonwealth,  or  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England,  all 
such  persons  sh^U  be  deeme^  and  adjudged  guilty  of  high^ 
treason.'^ 

Mr.  Love  in  bis  defence  behaved  with  a  little  too  much 
freedom  and  boldness;  be  set  too  high  a  value  upon  his  sa- 
isred  character,  wbiph  the  court  was  inclined  to  treat  with 
neglect.  He  objected  to  the  jvitnesses,  as  being  forced  in|:o 
the  service  to  save  their  lives.  He  observer,  that  to  several 
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of  the  facts  there  was  on^ly  one  witndas;  and  tbai  some  of 
tbem  had  sworn  falsely,  or  at  least  their  memories  had  failed 
them  in  some  things;  which  might  easily  happen  at  so  grdat 
a  distance  of  time.  He  called  no  witnesses  to  confront  the 
evidence,  but  at  the  dose  of  his  defence  confessed  ingenue 
ously,  that  there  had  been  several  meetings  of  the  above^ 
named  persons  at  his  house,  that  a  commission  was  read^ 
but  that  he  had  dissented  from  it.  He  acknowledged  £ir«> 
ther,  that  he  was  present  at  the  reading  of  letters,  or  of  some  ^ 
part  of  them,  ^^  but  I  was  ignorant  (says  he)  of  the  danger 
that  I  now  see  I  am  in.  The  act  of  August  !S,  1650^  makes 
it  treason  to  hold  any  correspondence  with  Scotland,  oiftaf 
send  letters  thither  though  but  itia'  way  of  tomnierce,  th^ 
two  nations  being  at  War;  now  here  my 'council  acquaints 
me  with  my  danger,  that  I  being  present  wheli'  letters  w^ref 
read  in  my  house,  am  guilty  of  acOncealment,  and  th^re-> 
fore  as  to  that.  I  humbly  lay  myself  at  your  feet  and  m)ercy.^ 

And  to  move  the  court  to  shew  mercy  to  hlni,  he  endea-> 
voured  to  set  out  his  own  character  in-  the  most  favourable  ^ 
light;  '^  I  have  been  called  a 'malignant  and  apostate  (says 
be),  but,  God  is  my  witness,  I  never  carried  on  a  malignant 
interest;  I  shall  retain  my  cbvenanting  principles,  from  whlth 
by  the  grace  of  God  I  will  never  depart ;  neither  am  I  an 
incendiary  between  the  two  nationsof  Englahd  and  gcotknd^^ 
but  I  am  grieved  for  their  divisions ;  and  if  I  had  as  much' 
blood  in  my  veins  as  there  is  water  in  the'  sea,  I  could  ac-^ 
count  it  well  spent  to  quench  the  fire  that  our  sins  ^havo 
kindled  between  them.  I  have  all  along  engaged  my'lffcf 
and  estate  in  the  parliament's  q^uarrel,  against  the  forces 
raised*  by  the  late  king,  not  from  a  prospect  of  advantage,' 
but  fromv  conscience  and  duty;  and  I  am  So  fer  from  re-^ 
penting,  that  wereittodo  again,  upon  the  same  tinquestidn-^ 
able  authority;  and  for  the  same  declared^nds  I  should  a&^ 
readily  engage  in  it  as  ever;  though  1  wish-frorii  my'  sdul/ 
thatihe  ends  of  that  just  War  had  been  belter  accomptishedi^ 

^'  Nor  have  my  sufferings  in  thfs  cause  been  inconsidera- 
ble ;  when  I  was  a  scholar  in  Oxford,  and  M*  A.  I  was  th^ 
rfirst  who  publicly  refused  to  subscribe  the  canons  imposed 
J>y  the  late  aixhbishop,  for  which  I  wa&  (expelled  the  cotivo-^ 
tCatfon-house.  When  1:  came  fi^rst  to  Loddon,  which  *#a9 
about  twelve  years  ago,  I  was  opposed*  by  the  bisfep  of 
London,  and  it  was  about  three  years  biefoire  i  could  obtBid 
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so  math  as  a  lecture.  In  the  jeir'WiQj  or  1641',  I  was  im- 
prisoned in  Newcastle,  for' preaebingBg<Binsi  tbe  service- 
book,  from  whence  I  was  removed  hithcfr  by  habeas  corpus^ 
and  acquitted.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war  between  thto 
late  king  -and  parliament,'  I  was  accused  for  preaching 
treason  and  rebellion,  merely  b^eause  I  maintained,  in  a 
sermon,  at  Tenterden  in  Kent,  the  lawfulness  of  a  defensive 
war.  I  was  again  complained  of  by  the  commissioners  at 
Uxbridge  for  preaching  a  sermon,  which  I  hear  is  lately  re^ 
printed ;  and  if  it  be  printed  according  to  the  first  copy,  I  wiU 
own  every  line  of  it.  After  all  this  I  have  been  three  time$ 
in  trouble  since  the  late  change  of  government.  Onc^  I  was 
jbommittedto  .custody,  and  twice  cited  before  the  committee 
for  plundered  ministers,  but  forVwant  of  prdof '  was  diai>- 
cfaarged.  And  now  last  of  all,  this  great  trialis  eome  upba 
me;  I  hare 'been  kept  several  weeks  in  close  prisM,  and 
am  now  arraigned  for  my  life,  and  like  to  suffer  from  th6 
Jiands  orthbse  for  wbobi  I  have  done  and  suffered  so  mucb> 
and  who  have  'lift  up  iheir  bands  with  me  in  the  s$ime 
jcovenant;  and' yet  I  am  ilot  conscious  of  any  pergonal  act 
proved  against  me,  that  brings  me  within  any  of  yotir  laws 
as  to  treason. 

^^  Upon  the  whole,  though  I  never  wrote  nor  sent  letters 
lifto  Scotland,  yet  I  confess  their  proceedings  with  the  king 
pare  agr^abl^  to  my  judgment,  and  for  the  good  of  the  na-^ 
tion;  and  though  I  disown  the  commission  and  instructions 
mentioned  In  the  indictment,  yet  I  have  desired  an  agree« 
meat  between  the  king  and  th^  Scots,  agreeably  to  the 
coveiiant ;  for  they  having  declared  him  to  be  their  king,  I 
have  desired  and  prayed  as  a  private  maii,  that  they  might 
accomplish  their  ends  upon  such  terms  as  were  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  religion  and  the  covenant." 
-  He  condttdes  with  beseeching  the  court,  that  he  may  not 
be  put  to  death 'for  state  reasons.  He  owns  he  hadbeeil 
^ihy  of  a  cbncealnent,  and  begs  the  mercy  of  the  court  ib^ 
it,  piromising'for  the  future  to  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable 
life.  He  puts  them  in  mind,  that  when  Abi athar  the  •-  priest 
had  dOfie  an  nnjustifiable  action,  king  Solomon  said^  he 
would  not  put ihitn  to  death  at  that  time,. because  he  bore 
the  ark  of  the  Lord  God  before  David  his  father ;  and  be- 
cause he  had  been  alBic ted  in  all  wherein  his  father  ba^ 
been  afflicted. — "  Thus  (says  he)  I  commit  myself  and  my 
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all  to  Gb^^  arid  to  your  jadgmeDts  and  c^scienc^s,  with 
the  words  of  Jeremiah  to  the  rulers  of  Israel, '  As  for  me^ 
.behold  I  am  in  your  hatods,  do  with  m^  as  seemeth  good  and 
•meet  to  you ;  but  know  ye  for  certain,  that  if  ye  put  me  to 
death,  ye  shall  surely  bring  ijinocent  blood  upon  your*- 
selreftb'  But  I  hope  better  things  of  you,  though  1  thus 
speak/'    - 

The  court  allowed  Mn  Love  the  benefit  of  council  learuF 
«d  in  the  law,  to  argue  some  exceptions  against  the  in- 
jdictment ;  but  after  all  that  Mr.  Hales  could  say  for  the 
.prisoner,  the  court  after  six  days'  hearing,  on  the  5th  of 
iJuly,  pronounced  sentence  of  death  against  him  as  a  traitor. 
•  Great  intercessions*  were  made  for  the  lifeof  this  reverend 
person,  by  the  chief  of  the  Presbyterian  party  in  London; 
bis  wife  presented  several  moving  petitions ;  and  two  were 
|>resented  from  himself,  in  one  of  which  he  acknowledges 
4he  justice  of  his  sentence,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
.commonwealth ;  in  the  other  he  petitions,  that  if  he  may  not 
be  pardoned,  his  sentence  may  be  changed  into  banishment^ 
and  that  he  might  do  something  to^deserve  his  life,  he  pve^ 
sented  with  his  last  petition  a  narration  of  all  that  he  knew 
relating  to  the  plot,  which  admits  almost  all  that  ^ad  beei^ 
^objected  to  him  at  his  trial. 

But  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  were  now  at  a  cmikf^ 
and  king  Charles  II.  having  entered  England  at  the  head 
of  sixteen  thousand  Scots,  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
strike  oome  terror  into  the  Presbyterian  party,  by  making 
an  e|i:ample  of  pne  of  their  &vourite  clergymen.  Mr. 
Whjte)opke  says^f  that  colonel  Fortescue  was  sent  to  gene* 
ral  Cromwdl  with  a  petition  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Love,  bai 
that  both  the  general  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  dedined 
meddling  in  the  affair;  bishop  Kennet  and  Mr.  Echard  say, 
the  general  sent  word  in  a  private  letter  to  one  of  his  con- 
fidants, that  he  was  content  that  Mr.  Love  should  be  tb* 
prieved,  and  upon  giving  security  for  his  future  gocMl 
behaviour  pardoned ;  but  that  the  post-boy  bjeing  stopped 
upon  the  road  by  some  cavaliers  belonging  to  the  ^ate  king'a 
larmy,  they  searched  his .  packet,  and  finding  this  letter  of 
reprieve  for  Mr.  Love,  they  tore  it  with  indignation,  as 

*  Not  odIt  bj  faifi  wife  au4  friends,  sayt  Mr.  Granger,  but  by  several  parishes  |9  ■ 
^ntlorr,  and  by  fifty  four  miuisters.     History  of  EiigUnd,  vol.  3. p.  43,  8vq» — Ep.' 
t  Meinoiff,  p.  474»  ' 
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tliifikiiig  blm  not  worthy  to  live,  who  had  been  snch  e  fire- 
brand at  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge.*  If  this  story  be  true,  Mr; 
Love  fell  a  saerificef  to  the  ungovernable  rage  of  the  cava* 
liers,  as  Dr.  Dorislaus  and  Mr.  Ascham  had  done  before. 

The  mail  arriving  from  Seotland,  and  no  letter  from 
Cromwell  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Love,  he  was  ordered  to  be 
executed  upon  Tower-hill,  August  22,  the  very  day  the 
king  entered  Worcester  at  the  head  of  his  Scots  army.  Mr« 
Love  mounted  the  scaffold  with  great  intrepidity  and  reso- 
lution, and  taking  off  his  hat  two  several  times  to  the  peo^ 
pie,  made  a  long  speech,  wherein  he  declares  the  satisfttctioR 
of  his  mind  in  the  cause  for  which  he  suffered ;  and  then 
adds,  **  I  am  for  a  regulated,  mixed  monarchy,  which  I 
judge  to  be  one  of  the  best  governments  in  the  world,  i 
opposed  in  my  place  the  forces  of  the  late  king,  because  I 
am  against  screwing  up  monarchy  into  tyranny,  as  much  as 
against  those  who  would  pull.it  down  into  anarchy^  I  was 
never  for  putting  the  king  to  death,  whose  person  I  did 
promise  in  my  covenant  to  preserve;  and  I  judge  it  an  ill 
way  of  curing  the  body  politic,  by  cutting  off  the  political 
liead.  I  die  with  my  judgment  against  the  engagement ;  I 
pray  God  forgive  them  that  impose  it,  and  them  that  take  it, 
and  preserve  them  that  refuse  it.  Neither  would  I  be  looked 
upon  as  owning  this  present  government ;  I  die  with  my 
judgment  against  it*  At^  lastly,  I  die  cleaving  to  all  those 
oaths,  vows,  covenants,  and  protestations,  that  were  im<^ 
posed  by  the  two  houses  of  parliament.  I  bless  God  I  have 
not  the  least  trouble  on  my  spirit,  but  I  die  with  as  much 
quietness  of  mind  as  if  I  was  going  to  lie  down  upon  my  bed 
to  rest.  I  see  men  thirst  after  my  blood,  which  will  but 
hasten  my  happiness  and  their  ruin ;  for  though  I  am  but  of 
mean  parentage,  yet  my  blood  is  the  blood  of  a  Christian, 
of  a  minister,  of  an  innocent  man,  and  (I  speak  it  without 
vanity)  of  a  martyr. — I  conclude  with  the  speech  of  the 
apostle :  *  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  up,  and  the  time  of 
my  departure  is  at  hand,  but  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith :  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a 
crown  of  righteousness — and  not  for  me  only,  but  for  all 
them  that  love  the  appearance  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ/ 
through  whose  blood  I  expect  salvation,  and  remission  of 
sins.     And  so  the  Lord  bless  you  all.'* 

•  Corapl.  Hist.  p.  ?OiJ.     Echard,  p.  639. 
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After  tirfs:  he  prayed  with*  an  audible  vmce  for  bioMlf 
and  bis  feliow-eofferer  Mr,  Gibbon,  for  the  prosperity  ^ 
Englaad,  for  bis  eovenanting  brethren  in  Seotlanc^  and  for 
a  happy  union  between  the  two  nations,  making  no.  mentioa 
of  the  king.  He  then  rose,  from  his  knees,  and  having,  taken 
leave  of  the  ministers,  and  others  who  attended  biro,  ho 
laid  bis  bead  upon  the  block,  which  the  executionei*  took  off 
at  one  blow,  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty  years.* 
Mr.  Love  was  a  zealous  Presbyterian,  a  popular  preacher, 
and  highly,  esteemed  by  his  brethren.  His  funeral  seroioa 
was  preaclied  by  Dr.  Manton,  and  published  under  the  titlci 
of  f^  The  ^^ints^  triumph  over  death  ;"  but  his  memory  has 
(buffered  very  much  by  lord  Clarendon's  character  ;t  who 
tepriesents  him  as  gutlty  of  as  much  <<  treason  against  the^ 
late  king  as  the  pulpit  could  contain ;  and  delighting  himself 
with  the  recital  of  it  to  the  last,  as  dying  with  false  courage, 
or  (SB  he  calk,  it)  in  a  raving  fit  of  satisfaction,  for  having 
pursued  the  ends  of  the  sanctified  obligation  the  covenant^ 
Witliout  praying  for  the  kmg,  any  fiirther  than  he  propa- 
gated the  covenant." 

.  To  return  to  mok«  public  afiairs.  After  the  battle  of 
Dunbar>  general  Cromwell,  through  thei  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  his  great  fatigues,  was  seized  with. an  ague 
which  hung  lipon  him  all  the  sfH^ing,  bot  as  the  summer  ad** 
vanced  he.recovered,  and  in^  the  month  of  July  marched  his 
army  towards  the  king's  at  Sterling ;  but  not  thinking  it  ad^ 
visable  to  attempt  his  camp,  he  transported  part  of  his  forces 
over  the  frith  into  Fife,  who  upon  their  landing  defeated 
the  Sbots,  killing  two  thousand,  and  taking  twelve  hundred 
prisoners.  After  that,  without  waiting  any  longer. on  »the 
l^irig,^he  reduced  Johnstown,  and  almost  all  the  garrisons  iii 
the  north." 

'While  the  general  was  employed  in  these  parts,  the  Scbts 
committee,  that  directed  the  marches  of  their  army,  fearing 

*  Mr.  Love  was  born  at  Cardiff  in  Glamorganshire :  became  a  servitor  of  New-Inn, 
Oxford,  1635,  aged  seventeen.  In  1 643  he  proceeded  master  of  arts.  He  was,  at  the  be- 
l^nning  of  his  ministry,  iM>eacher  to  the  garrison  of  Windsor,  then  ander  the  cmn- 
mand  of  colonel  John  Venn,  and  was  called  by  the  royalists  Venn's  principal  fireman 
at  Windsor.  He' was,  after  ward,  snccessively  minister  of  St.  Ann's  near  Aid  ersgate^ 
and  St.  Lawrenee-Jewry,  in  London.  He  was  the  author  of  sermons  and  some 
pieces  of  practical  divinity,  which  gained  him  a  considerable  repatation.  He  was 
buried  with  great  lamentation  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel  of  St.  Lawrence- 
Jewry.  Wood's  Athen.  Oxoh.  toI.  3.  p^  74;  and  Granger's  History,  toI.  5.  p.  4da 
8vo. — Ed. 

t  Vol.  3.  p.  434. 
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the  storm  .woi}ld  quickly  fall  upon  themselTegr,  resolved  to 
^MkxA  tl^r  army.iato  Eoglaod,  and  try  the  loyalty  of  the 
E(%lish  Pret^byteriafta;  for  thid  purpose  colonel  Massey  was 
%et^t  before,  idto  liau^shjire,  to  prepare  them  for  a  revolt ; 
a0d  the  king  bisiself  entered  England  by  the  way  of  iOarlisre, 
August  6,  at' the  head  of  sixteen  thousand  men;  but  wheft 
ib^jcosoiinittee^of  minieters  that  attended  the  army,  observed 
tbatthe  king  and  bi%  friends,  upon  their  entering  England 
jHrere  for  dropping  tha  coyenant^.  they  .sent  an  express  to 
Mass.ey  without  the  king's  knotirledgeCsays  lord  Clarendon*), 
l^uiring  iiin^i  to  publish  a  declaration,  to  assure  the  people 
Qf;  their  resolntioAtQ  pto^^i^ute  the. ends  of  the  covenant 
^Tbe  king  l^ad  no  sooner  notice  of  this,  but  be  sent  toMassey^ 
ll^rbidding  hjm  to  publiah  the  declaration,  and  to  behave 
viliih  eiqual  civility  towards  all  men  who  were  foratttA  to 
servp  him )  '^  but  before  this  inhibition  (stiys  his  lordship)^ 
th^  matter  hud  taken  air  in. all  places,  and  was  spread  over 
tbp.]  .whole  kingdom,  which  made  all  men  fly  from  the 
)pdi|$e85.or;QpncecLl  themselves,  who  wished  the  king  wdK** 
]B^i;t  his  ]ordship  is  surely  mistaken,  for  the  king^s  chief 
j[i(>pes  und0r  Ma3sey  were  from  the  Presbyterians,  who 
>vere  ^Q  far  from  being  displeased  with  his  majesty's  de^ 
daring  for  |he  covenant,  that  it  gave  them  all  the  spirit  he 
9puld  wi^h  for ;  but  when  it  was  known  that  the  covenant 
wa§  to  be  laid  .aside,.  Massey 's-melisures  were  broken,  many 
pf  the. Septs. d^er ted  and  returned  home;. and  not  one  in 
ten  of  thei.Englisli  would  bayard  iiis  life  in  the  quarreLt 
Mr.  Ba3^ter4  whp  was  amuch.  better  judge  of  the  temper 
of  the  people  than  hi$  lordship^  3ays,  *'  the  English  knew, 
that  tbe;ScotB  cominginto  England  was  rather  a  flight  than* 
a  march.    They  cpnsidei^ed  likeivise,  that  the  implacable^ 
cavaliers  had.  made  no  preparation  of  the  people's  minds, 
Ij^y  proposing  any  terms  of  a  future  reconciliation.  That  the 
prelatica]  divines  were  gone,  farther  from  the  Presby teriane 
by  Dr.  Hammond's  new  way;  than  their  predecessors ;  and 
that  the  cause  they  contended  for.  being  not  concord  but  go«> 
yernment,  they  had  given, the  Presbyterian  clergy  and  pec-^ 
ple.no  hopeei  pf  finding  any  abatement  of  their  former 
burdens ;  and  it  is  hard  to  persuade  men  to  venture  their 
lives  ia  order  to  bring  themselves  into  a  prison  or  banish-' 
ment."    Hpwever,  these  yirere  the  true  reasons,  says  Mr/ 

*  Vol.  3,  p.  40q..4O6.  ,     t  Rapin,  vol.  2.  p,  5l^»  folio.        J  Ufa,  p.  68. 
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fitdxier^  that  no  more  came  into  the  king  at  present ;  and 
had  the  Presbyterians  observed  them  at  th6  Restoration; 
they  had  made  better  terms  for  themselves  than  they  did. 
The  parliament  at  Westminster  were  quickly  advised  of 
.  .the  king's  march,  and  by  way  of  precaution  expelled  all  de- 
linquents out  of  the  city;  they  raised  the  militia;  they 
jnustered  the  trained-bands,  to  the  number  of  fourteen 
.thousand  ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  had  got  together  an  army  of 
near  sixty  thousand  brave  soldiers.  Mr.  Echard*  represents 
Ahe  parliament  as  in  a  terrible  panic,  and  projecting  means 
to  escape  out  of  thd  land ;  whereas,  in  reality,  the  unhappy 
king  was  the  pity  of  bis  friends,  and  the  contempt  of  his 
enemies.  General  Cromwell  sent  an  express  to  the  parlia- 
ment^ to  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the  Presbyterians,  who 
mete  in  confederacy  with  the  Scots,  and  told  them,  that  the 
r^son  of  his  not  interposing  between  the  enemy  tod  Eng- 
land was,  because  he  was  resolved  to  redude  Scotland  effec- 
tually before  winter.    He  desired  the  house  to  collect  their 
forces  together,  and  make  the  best  stand  they  <5ould  till  he 
could  come  up  with  the  enemy,  when  he  doubted  not  but  to 
give  a  good  account  of  them,    ^t  the  same  time  he  sent 
major-general  Lambert  with  a  strong  body  of  horse  to  harass 
the  king's  forces,  whilst  himself  with  the  body  of  the  army,' 
hastened'  after,  leaving  lieutenant  general  Monk  with  a( 
sufficient  force  to  secure  his  conquests,  and  reduce  the  rest 
of  the  country,  which  he  quickly  accomplished.    Bishop 
B.ttrnet  say8,f  there  was  an  order  and  discipline  among  thc^ 
English,  and  a  face  of  gravity  and  piety,  that  amazed  all 
people ;  most  of  them  were  Independents  and  Baptists,  but 
all  gifted  men,  and  preached  as  they  were  moved,  but  never 
above  once  disturbed  the  public  worship. 
.  The  earl  of  Derby  was  the  only  nobleman  in  England 
who  raised  one  fifteen  hundred  men  for  the  young  king, 
who  before,  he  could  join  the  royal  army,  was  defeated  by 
colonel  Lilburn,  near  Wigan  in  Lancashire,  and  his  forces 
entirely  dispersed.     The  earl  being  wounded  retired  inta 
Cheshire,  and  from  thence  got  to  the  king,  who  had  marched 
his  army  as  far  as  Worcester,  which  opened  its  gates,  atid 
gave  him  an  honourable  reception ;  from  thence  his  majesty 
sent  letters  to  London,  commanding  all  his  subjects  between 
the  age  of  sixteen  and  sixty  to  repair  to  his  royal  standard ; 

.  •  P.  W.-  .       ■     t  P.,80. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  PURITANS.  40 

but  ft^  had- the  courage  to  appear,  the  paVliameni  having; 
declared  all  such  rebels,  and  burnt  the  kiQg'«  summons  by 
•4he  hands  of  the  common  hangman.     His  majesty's  aflfairs 
.Were  now  at  a  cris^is*  Ljambert  was  in  his  rear  with  a  great 
body  of  horse,  and  Cromwell  followed  with  ten  thousand 
foot,  which,  together  with  the  forces  that  joined  him  by 
order  of  parliament,  made  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men. 
The  king,  being  unable  to  keep  the  fields  fortified  the  city 
of  Worcester,  and  encamped  almost  qnder  the  walls.  Sep- 
lember  3,  Cromwell  attacked  Powick-bridge,  within  two 
iniles  of  the  city,  which  drew  out  the  king's  forces  and  oc- 
casioned a  general  battle,  in  which  his  majesty's  army  waa 
entirely  destroyed;  fou# .thousand  being  slain,  seven  thou- 
sand taken  prisoners,  viuth  the  king's  standard,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  colours.   Never  was  a  greater  rout 
and  dispersion,  nor  a  more  fatal  blow  to  the  royal  cause. 
The  account  which  the  general  gave  to  the  parliament  was, 
^^  that  the  battle  was  fought  with  various  success  for  some 
hours,  but  still  hopeful  on  our  part,  and  in  the  end  became 
an  absolute  victory,  the  enemy's  army  being  totally  defeated, 
and  the  town  in  our  possession,  our  men  entering  at  the 
enemy's  heels,  and  fighting  with  them  in  the  streets,  took 
fill  their  baggage  and  artijlery.     The  dispute  was  long  and 
very  often  at  push  pf  pike  from  one  defence  to  another^ 
There  are  about  six  or  seven  thousand  prisoners,  amofig 
trhom  are  many  officer^  and  persons  of  quality.    This,  for 
aught  I  know,  may  be  a  crowning  mercy."    All  possible 
diligience  was  used  to  seize  the  person  of  the  king ;  it  was  de« 
dared  high-treason  to  conceal  him,  and  a  reward  of  1000/. 
was  set  upon  his  head;  but  Providence  ordained  his  escape, 
for  aflter  be  had  travelled,  up  and  down  the  country  six  pr 
peven  weeks,  under'  various  disguises,  in  company  with  pne 
or  two  confidants,  and  escaped  a  thousand  dangers,  hp  got  a 
passage  cross  the  channel  at  BrigbthelmstPne  in  Sussex,  and 
landed  at  Dieppe  in  Normandy,  October  21,  the  morning 
after  he  embarked;  from  whence  he  travelled  by  land  to 
Paris,  where  his  mother  maintained  him  out  of  her  smaU 
pension!*  frpm  the  court  of  prance.    > 

*  This  mnct  he  understood  only  of  the  kiiig^'s  6rst  trriral  t  for  her  pension  was  lo. 

small  and  so  ill  paid,  that  when  cardinal  de  Retz  visited  her  on  a  time,  in  the  month 

of  Januarj,  the  princess  Henrietta  coald  not  rise  for  want  of  a  fire.   'When  her  soil 

arrired,  she  had  not  money  enoogh  to  bny  him  a  change  tf  linen  for  the  ne»t  dajii 

VOL.  ir.  E 
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Tbe  hopes  of  the  royalists  mre  now  expiring;,  Aur  iki 

tslands  of  Ouernsey  and  Jersey,  with  all  the  British  plaa«> 

tations  io  America,  were  reducedi  this  summer  to  the  obef 

liieiif  e  of  the  parliament,  insomuch  that  bis  majesty  -had 

neither  fort  nor  castle  nor  a  foot  of  land  in  all  his  dominions^ 

The  liturgy  jof  the  church  of  Elngland  was  also  under  a  total 

eclipse,  the  use  of  it  being  forbid  not  only  in  England,  bat 

f  veil'  Io  the  royal  family  in  France^  which  had  hitherto  an 

apartment  in  the  Louvre  separated  to  that  purposa ;  but 

after  the  battle  of  Worcester  an  order  was  sent  Srofo  tbe 

queen  regent  to  shut  up  thp  cbapel,  it  being  the  king'^s 

pleasure  not  to  permit  the  exercise  of  any  religion  but  the 

Aoman  Catholic  in  any  of  his  houses ;  nor  could  chancellor 

Hyde  obtain  more  than  a  bare  promise,  that  the  queen  of 

England  would  use  her  endeavours,  that  tbe  Protestants  of 

the  fomily  should  have  liberty,  to  exercise  their  devotions 

ia  some  private  room  belonging  to  the  lodgings. 

Upon  the  king's  arrival  in  France  he  immediately  threw 
oflF  the  mask  of  a  Presbyterian,  and  never  went  once  to  the 
Protestant  church  at  Charenton,  though  they  invited  him  in 
the  most  respectful  manner;  but  lord  Clarendon  dissuaded 
him^  because  the  Hugonots  had  not  been  hearty  in  his  in-* 
terest,  and  because  it  might  look  disrespectful  to  the  old 
)Cbure1i  of  England.  In  truth,  there  being  no  farther  prospect 
of  the  king's  restoration  by  the  Presbyterians,  the  eyes  of 
the  court  were  turned  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  many  of 
his  majesty's  retinue  changed  their  religion,  as  appears  by 
the  Legenda  Lignea,  published  about  this  time,  with  a  list 
of  fifty>three  ne^  converts,  among  whom  were  the  follow* 
ing  names  in  red  capitals :  the  countess  of  Derby,  lady 
Kilmichin,  lord  Cottington,  sir  Marm.  Langdale,  sir  Fn 
Doddington,  sir  Theoph.  Gilby,  captain  Tho^  Cook^  Tho^ 
Vane,  D.  D.  De  Cressy,  prebendary  of  Windsor,  Dr.  Bay- 
ley>  Dr.  Cosifts,  junior,  D.  GoflTe,  and  many  others,  not  t<> 
tnention  the  king  himself,  of  whom  father  Huddleston  his 
confessor  writetf  in  his  treatise,  entitled,^^  A  short  and  plain 
way  to  the  faith  of  the  church,''  published  1685,  that  he  put 
it  into  the  king's  bands  in  his  retirement,^  and  that  when  his 

The  Prencb  coart  was  obliged  to  provide  for  bis  necessities,  anijl  settled  en  him  a.pen-» 
'i|ion  of  six  thousand  li?re8  per  oiojith.  Dr»  Grev,  ?ol.  S.  p*.  134,.  135.  CiareBdoti'% 
BMtory,  ?oI.  3.  p.  441.~Ed» 
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majesty  had  read  it,  he*  declared  he  could  not  see  how  it 
could  be  answered.*  Thus  early,  says  a  reverend  prelate 
of  the  church  of  England,  was  the  king^s  advance  towards 
Popery^  of  which  we  shall  meet  with  a  fuller  demonstra- 
tion hereafter.t 

General  Monk«  whom  Cromwell  left  in  Scotland  with  six 
thousand  men,  quickly  reduced  that  kingdom,  nrhich  was 
soon  after  united  to  the  coitimonwealth  of  England,  the  de*^ 
puti^s  of  the  several  counties  consenting  to  foe  governed  by 
authority  of  parliament,  without  a  king  or  house  of  lords.^ 
The  pbwer  of  the  kirk  was  likewise  restrained  within  a 
narrow  con^pass ;.  for  though  they  had  libert]^  to  excommuili- 
cate  ofienders,  or  debar  them  the  communion,  they  might 
not  seize  their  estates,  or  deprive  them  of  their  civil  rights 
and  privileges.  No  oaths  or  covenants  were  to  be  imposed 
but  by  direction  from  Westminster;  and  as  all  fitting  en- 
couragement was  to  be  given  to  the  ministers  of  the  ^tai» 
blished  kirk«  so  others  not  satisfied  with  their  form  of  churchi- 
]government  had  liberty  to  serve  God  after  their  own  manner; 
and  all  who  would  live  peaceably,  and  yjeljd  obeSience  to 
the  Commonwealth,  were  protected  in  their  several  persua*- 
sions.  This  occasioned  a  great  commotion  among  the  clergy-, 
who  complained  of  the  loss  of  their  covenant,  and  church^ 
discipline ;  and  exclaimed  against  the  toleration,  as  opening 
a  doorto  all  kinds  of  error  and  heresy ;  but  the  English  sup 
ported  their  friends  against  aiU  opposition. 

The  laird  of  Drum,  being  threatened  with  excommunica* 
tion  for  speaking  against  the  kirk,  and  foi^  refusing  to'swear 
that  its  discipline  was  of  divine  authority,  fled  to  the  English 
for  protection,  and  then  wrote  the  assembly  word,  that  their 
oppression  was  equal  to  that  of  the  late  bishops,  but  that 
the  commonwealth  of  England  would  not  permit  them  to 
enslave  the  consciences  of  men  any  longer.  The  presbytery 
would  have  proceeded  to  extremities  with  him,  but  Monk 
brandished  his  sword  over  their  heads,  and  threatened  to 
treat  them  as  enemies  to  the  state,  upon  which  they  desisted 
for  the  present.^  Soon  after  ihis^  commissioners  chiefly  of 
the  Independent  persuasion  were  sent  into  Scotland,  to  visit 
the  universities,  and  to  settle  liberty  of  cionscience  in  that 
kingdom,  against  the  coercive  claim  of  the  kirk,  by  whose 

*  Clarendon,  vol.  S.  p.  444.  t  Kennet,  p.  200.  210.  Rapin,  yol.  3.  p.  586,  Tolio. 
t  Whiteloeko,  p.  4Sto.  60&,  5Q4.  «    f  $  Whitelocke,  p.  500. 505:  515. 
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influence  a  declaration  was  presented  4o  ike  assembly  «t 
Edinburgh,  July  ^,  in  favour  of  the  congregatioiMil  disci- 
pline, and  for  liberty  of  conscience ;  but  the  stubborn  as* 
sembiy-men,  instead  of  yielding  to  the  declaration^  publish" 
ed  a  paper  called  a  ^^  Testimony  against  the  present  ei^ 
croachmentsof  the  civil  power  upon  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction,'' occasioned  by  a  proclamation  of  the  English  com- 
missioners appointing  a  committee  for  visiting  their  unt- 
Tersities^  which  they  take  to  be  a  special  flower  of  the  kirk- 
prerogative.  The  synod  of  Fife  also  protested  against  the 
public  resolutions  of  the  civil  power;  but  the  sword  of  the 
English  kept  them  in  awe ;  for  when  the  synod  of  P»rtfa 
cited  before  them  several  persons  for  slighting  thtf  admoni- 
tions of  the  kirk^  Mr.  Whitelocke  says,*  that  upon  the  day 
of  appearance,  their  wives,  to  the  number  of  about  oMI 
hundred  and  twenty,  with  clubs  in  their  hands,  came  and 
besieged  the  church  where  the  synod  sat;  that  they  abused 
one  of  the  ministers  who  was  sent  out  to  treat  with  the&i, 
and  threatened  tq  excommunicate  them ;  and  that  they  beat 
the  clerk  and  dispersed  the  assembly ;  upon  which  thirteen 
of  the  ministers  met  at  a  vHiage  about  four  miles  distant, 
and  having  agreed  that  no  more  syhods  should  be  held  in 
that  place,  they  pronounced  the  village  accursed.  When 
the  general  assembly  met  again  at  Edinburgh  next  aMpmer, 
and  were  just  entering  upon  business,  lieutenant-colonel 
Cotterel  went  into  the  church,  and  standing  up  upon  one 
of  the  benches,  told  them  that  no  ecclesiastical  judicatories 
were  to  sit  there,  but  by  authority  of  the  parliament  of  Eng^ 
land ;  and  without  giving  them  leave  to  reply,  he  command- 
ed them  to  retire,  and  conducted  them  out  of  the  west  gate 
of'the  city  with  a  troop  of  horse  and  a  company  of  fpot{ 
and  having  taken  away  the  commissions  from  their  several 
classes,  enjoined  them  not  to  assemble  any  more  above  thre# 
in  a  company. 

But  with  all  these  commotions,  bishop  Burnet  observes,t 
that  the  country  was  kept  in  great  onder;  the  garrisons  in 
the  highlands  observed  an  exact  discipline,  and  were  weH 
paid,  which  brought  so  much  money  into  the  kingdom,  that 
jt  continued  all  the  time  of  the  usurpation  in  a  flourishing 
f^ondition  ;  justice  was  carefully  administered^  ^nd  vice  >v as 
suppressed  and  punished  ;  there  was  a  great  appearance  of 
•p.  511,612,        %  .    t  BiaUry,  vdM.  p.  M»  B^iO' «d'»»»«  . 
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devdtiion  i  the  Mbbath  was  observed  with  oncotnroon  'strict^ 
Bess;  none  mi^ht  walk  the  streets  in  time  of  divine  service^ 
nor  frequent  public-houses-;  the  evenings  of  the  Lord's  days 
were  spent  in  catechising  their  children,  singing  psalms,  and 
otheractsof  family  devotion,  insomuch  that  an  acquaintance 
with  the  principles  of  religion,  and  the  gift  of  prayer,  iilr 
creased  prodigiously  among  the  common  people. 

The  war  being  now  ended>  the  parliament  published  an 
act  of  indemnity  for  all  crimes  committed  before  June  SO, 
1648,  except  pirates,  Irish  rebels,  the  murderers  of  Dr. 
Dorlslaus  and  Mr.  Ascham,  and  some  others,  provided 
they  laid  hold  of  it,  and  took  the  engagement  before 
February  .1,  1652.  In  the  close  of  the  year  they  chose  a 
new 'council  of  state  out  of  their  own  body  for  the  next 
'year,  and  continued  themselves,  instead  of  dissolving  and 
giving  way  to  a  new  parliament;  the  neglect  of  which  wasf 
their  ruin. 

Onthe  S6th  of  September  lieutenant-general  Ireton  died 
at  Limerick  in  Ireland,  after  he  had  reduced  that  city  to  the 
obedience  of  the  commonwealth.  He  was  bred  tathe  law, 
and  was  a  person  of  great  integrity,  bold  and  intrepid  in  all 
his  enterprises,  and  never  to  be  diverted  from  what  bcf 
thought  just  and  right  by  any  arguments  or  persuasions. 
He  was  a  thorough  commonwealth's  man.  Bishop  Burnet 
says,  he  bad  the  principles  and  temper  of  a  Cassius,*  and 
was  most  liberal  in  em|i|oying  his  purse  and  hazarding  his 
person  in  the  service  of  the  public.  He  died  in  the  mids^ 
of  life,  of  a  burning  f(^ver,t  after  ten  days'  sickness.    Hi^ 

*  Hisloryi  vqI.  ].  p.  SS,  £Sdin.  edition. 

f  Lord  Clarendon  Mcribes  tbe  death  of  Ireton  to  the  inA^cttoB  of  tb^  phgae,  which' 
was  gotten  into  hU  armj.  He  wan  of  Trioitjr-cullege  in  Oxford,  i(ndu)u  leaving  Ihe 
miirersitj  he  studied  at  the  Middle-Temple.  He  and  Lambert  distingaisbed  them-' 
■elves  at  the  battle  of  Naseby,  and  were  both  concerned  in  drawing  np- tbe  remon- 
itrauce  of  the  army  to  tbe  parliament.  Ireton  had  tbe  greatest  hand  in  preparing  the 
ordinance  for  tbe  king's  trial,  and  tbe  precept  for  proclaiminz  tbe  high  coort  of  jus- 
tice, in  whicb  he  sat  as  a  judge.  His  authority  waft  so  g^eat,  that  he  was  entirely  sub-\ 
milted  to  in  all  the  civil  as  well  as  martial  affairs }  though  bis  parts  were  considered 
by  some  as  more  tilted  for  modelling  a  government,  than  for  tbe  coudoct  of  an  array. 
Tbe  Oxford  historian  describes  him  as  ofa  turbulent  and  sauoy  disposition,  nurtured, 
to  raisohief,  ^nd  a  profound  tboroogh«paced  dissemUer  under  the  mask  of  religion. 
His  corpse  was  carried  from  the  ship,  in  which  it  was  brought  to  Bristol,  in  a  hearse' 
of  Tblvet,  attended  by  tbe  mayor,  aldermen,  and  council,  in  their  formalities,  and  tbe_ 
governor  and  officers,  to  the  castle :  from  whence  it  was  removed  to  Luhdoh  with  great' 
pomp.  The  parliament  settled  on  bis  widow  and  children  2000/.  per  aon.  out  of  the 
lands  belonging  ta  George,  duke  of  Buoks.  His  daughter,  who  married  Thomas  ^en* 
di^b^esq.  of  Gray's-lnn^  wan  a  rao*t  singular  character,  and  bore  a  greater  resemblunpe, 
in  coiuiieiianoe  and  dispositions,  to  her  grandfather,  Oliver  Cromwell,  than  did  any, 
of  luv  descendants,    A  curious  sketch  of  her  charaHteC;  dri^wQ  by  tl^  Hev.  S«mMl: 
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body  being  brought  over  into  England  was  laid  in  sfiate  al 
Somerset-bouse,  and  buried  in  Westniinster-abbey  with  a 
pomp  and  magnificence  suited  to  the  dignity  of  his  station ; 
but  after  the  Restoration  of  the  royal  family,  his  body  was 
taken  out  of  the  grave  with  Cromwell's^  and  buried  under 
the  gallows. 

About  the  same  time  died  Mr.  Francis  Woodcock,  born 
in  Chester  1613,  and  educated  in  Brazen-nose-coliege,  Ox- 
ford, where  he  took  a  degree  in  arts,  entered  into  orders, 
and  had  a  cure  of  souls  bestowed  upon  him.*  In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  civil  wars  he  sided  with  the  parliament,  and 
was  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines,  being  then  lecturer  of 
St.  Liawrence*  Jewry.  He  ^as  afterward,  by  ordinance  of 
parliament  dated  July  10, 1646,  made  parson  of  St.  Olave's, 
Soufhwark  ;  hanng  the  esteem  of  being  a  good  scholar,  and 
an  excellent  preacher.  He  died  in  the  midst  of  his  days  and 
usefulness;,  cetatis  thirty-eight. 

Mr.  George  Walker  proceeded  B.  D.  in  St,  John's  col- 
lege; Cambridge.  He  was  famous  for  his  skill  in  the  oriental 
languages,  and  was  an  excellent  logician  and  tbeologist ; 
being  very  much  noted  for  his  disputations  with  the  Jesuit 
Fisher,  and  others  of  the  Romish  church ;  and  afterward  for 
his  strict  Sabbatarian  principles.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
assembly  of  divines,  where  he  gained  great  reputation  by 
his  munificent  and  generous  behaviour. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilson  was  born  in  Cumberland  1601,  and 
educated  in  Christ's  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  proceed- 
ed in  arts.  He  was  first  minister  of  Capel  in  Surrey,  and 
after  several  other  removes  fixed  at  Maidstone  in  Kfint, 
Hhere  he  was  suspended  for  refusing  to  read  the  book  of 
sports,  apd  not  absolved  till  the  Scots  troubles  in  1639.  In 
1643,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines  at 
Westminster,  being  reputed  a  good  linguist,  and  well  read 
in  ancient  and  modern  authors.  He  was  of  a  robust  con- 
stitution, and  took  vast  pains  in  preaching  and  catechising; 
he  had  great  deal  of  natural  courage,  and  was  in  every  re- 
spect a  cheerful  and  active  Christian,  but  he  trespassed  too 


Saj,  is  preserred  in  ilie  seeond  Toliinie  of  **  Letters'*  published  by  Mr.  Dancombe. 
Dr.  Grey,  vol.  S.  p.  141,  &c.     Ijord  Clarendon's  History,  vol.  3.  p.  467.     Wood's 
Allien.  Qxon,  p.  81,  83.     Wbitetocke's  Mem.  p«  491.  494  j  and  Graog^cr's  llUtory^ 
vol.  2:  p.  259,  and  vol.  3.  p.  16, 17.— Ed. 
♦  Alh«n.  Oxon.  vol.  2.  p.  81, «2, 
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moeh  upon  bis  f  QDst&utjon,  whkh  wore  him  out  when  he 
^as  IHtle  more  than  fifty  jfears  old.  He  died  comfortably 
tmd  cheerfully  towards  the>nd  of  the  year  1631.  Sir  Ed-r 
^ard  Deeriiiggave  him  this  character  in  the  house  .of  cpm- 
tnohs;  ^^  Mr.  Wilsofi  is  as  orthodox  in  doctrine^  and  la- 
boHous  in  preachings  as  any  we  liave^  and  of  an  unble^ 
ihisbed  life." 

The  terms  of  conformity  in  Englaiid  were  now  lower 
than  they  had  been  since  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars; 
the  covenant  was  laid  aside,  and  no  other  civil  qualification  , 
fdr"  a  living  required,  but  the  engagement,  so  that  ipany 
episcopal  divines  complied  with  the  government ;  for  though 
they  might  not  read  the  liturgy  in  form,  they  might  frame 
their  prayers  as  near  it  as  they  pleased.  Many  episcdpal 
assemblies  were  connived  at,  where  the  liturgy  was  read^ 
till  they  were  found  plotting  against  the  government;  nor 
would  they  have  been  deiiied  in  open  toleration,  if  they 
Would  have  given  security  fbr  their  peaceable  behaviour, 
and  not  meddling  with  politics. 

The  parliament  having  V43ied,  in  the  year  1649,  that 
tithes  should  be  taken  away  as  soon  as  another,  mainte- 
nance for  the  clergy  could  be  agreed  upon,  several  petitions 
came  out  of  the  country,  prdying  the  house  to- bring  this 
affair  to  an  issue :  one  advised,  that  all  the  tithes  over  the 
Whole  kingdom  might  be  collected  into  a  treasury^  and  that 
the.  ministers  might  be  paid  their  salaries  out  of  it^.  Others 
Idoktng  upon  tithes  unlawful,  would  have  the  livtitgs  vaiued> 
and  the  parish  engaged  to  pay  the  minister.  This  wassiis* 
pected  to  come  from  the  sectaries,  arid  awakened  Ibe  fears 
of  the  established  clergy.  Mr.  Baxter  printed  the  Wot* 
cester  petition  on  the  behalf  of  the  ministers,^  which  was 
presented  to  the  house  by  colonel  Bridgiefraud Mr.  Foley; 
and  Mr.  Boreman,  B.  D.and  fellow  of  Trinity-college,  Cam<^ 
bridge,  published  *'  The  countryman's  eateehi$m^  or  the 
thurch's  plea  for  tithes,"  dedicated  to  the  nobility,  gentryi 
and  commons,  of  the  realm  ;  in  which  he.insbts  upon  tlieir 
divine  right.  But  the  clergy  were  more  afraid  than  hurt; 
for  though  the  commons  were  of  opinion  with  Mr.  Selden^ 
that  tithes  were  abolished  with  the  old  law^yet  the  committee 
not  agreeing  upon  an  expedient  to  satisfy  the  lay-impropriar 
tors,  the  affaip  was  dropped  for  the  present^ 

*  BaxWii'Ltfe,  p.  \i^  •* 
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tJpda  camplaint  of  the  expense  aod  tedioasnees  oS  lapt 
8uitdy  it  was  moved  in  the  house,  that  courts  of  justice  might 
be  settled  in  every  county,  and  maintained  at  the  pubiie 
charge ;  and  that  all  controversies  between  roan  and  man 
might  be  heard  and  determined  free,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land ;  and  that  clerks  of  all  courts  and  committees  might 
do  their  duty  without  delay,  or  taking  any  thing  more  than 
their  settled  fees.  Accordingly,  a  committee  was  appointed 
io  consider  of  the  inconveniences  and  delays  of  l(MVsui4s« 
and  how  they  might  be  remedied.  The  committee  caipe  to 
several  resolutions  upon  this  head;  but  the  dissolution  of 
thd  parliament,  which  happened  thd  next  year,  prevented 
their  bringing  it  to  perfection. 

An  act  had  passed  in  the  year  1649,  for  propagatiog  the 
gospel  in  Wales;  and  coraniissioners  were  appointed  for 
ejecting  ignorant  and  scandalous  ministers,  and  placing 
others  in  their  room ;  pursuant  to  which,  Mr.  Whitelocke 
writes^*  ^<  that  by  this  time  there  were  one  hundred  and 
fifty  good  preachers  in  the  thirteen  Welsh  counties,  most  of 
whom  preached  three  or  four  times  a  week;  that  in  every 
market-town  there  was  placed  one.,  and  in  most  great  towns 
two  schoolmasters,  able,  learned,  and  university  meni  that 
the  tithes  were  all  employed,  to  the  uses  directed  by  act  of 
parliament;  that  is,  to  the  maintenance  of  godly  ministers ; 
to  the  payment  of  taxes  and  officers ;  to  schoolmasters;  and 
the  fifths  to  the  wives  and  children  of  the  ejected  clergy :" 
of  Ivhieh  we  shall  meet  with  a  more  particular  relali^  iakr 
proper  place. 

The  commonwealth  was  now  very  powerful,  and  the  na-^ 
tion  in  as  flourishing  a  condition,  says  Mr.  Rapin,t  as  udder 
qiieen  Elizabeth.  The  form  of  gover<^ment  indeed  wasal-9 
tered  contrary  to  laW)  and  without  consent  of  the  people, 
the  majority  of  whom  were  disaffected,  preferring  a  mixed 
monarchy  to  an  absolute  commonwealth ;  buttbeadministra-' 
tion  was  in  the  hands  of  the  ablest  men  England  had  beheld 
for  many  years ;  all  their  enemies  were  in  a  manner  sub- 
dued, and  the  two  kingdoms  incorporated  into  one  comr 
monwealth :  but  still  there  were  two  things  that  gave  them 
uneasiness;  one  was,  the  growing  power  of  the  army,  who 
Were  nqw  at  leisure,  and  expected  rewards  suitable  to  their 
Successes :  the  other,  the  necessity  they  were  under  to  dtsr 

♦*  Memoirs,  p.  5 J 8.  t  Yul.  %i  p^  586,  folio  edition. 
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solve  tbemelTes  in  a  litUe  time^  and  ptit  the  pow«r  iato 
other  bands. 

With  regard  to  *ihe  army,  it  was  reRolved  to  reduce  th^ 
land-forces,  and  augment  the  fleet  with  th^m^  in  order  to 
eeeure  the  nation  against  the  Dutch ;  for  the  parltament 
having  a  desire  to  strengthen  their  hands,  by  uniting  with 
the  commonwealth  of  Holland,  sent  over  Oliver  St.  John» 
and  sir  Walter  Strickland,  with  proposals  for  this  purpose; 
but  the  Dutch  treated  them  with  neglect,*  as  their  younger 
sister^  which  the  parliament  resenting,  demanded  satisfac- 
tion for  the  damages  the  English  had  sustained  at  Amboy^ 
na,  and  other  parts  of  the  East-Indies;  and  to  cramp  them 
in  their  trade,  passed  the  famous  act  of  navigation,  profai* 
biting  the  importing  goods  of  foreign  growth  in  any  but  Eng* 
lish  bottoms;  or  such  as  were  of  the  country  from  whence 
they  came.  Upon  this  the  Dutch  sent  over  ambassadors,  de-^ 
«iring  a  clause  of  exception  for  themselves^  who  were  the 
carriers  of  Europe ;  but  the  parliament  in  their  turn  treated 
them  coldly,  and  put  them  in  mind  of  the  murder  of  their 
envoy  Dr.  Dorislaus.  Both  commonwealths  being  dissatis- 
fied with  each  other,  prepared  for  war;  and  Van  Trump 
the  Dutch  admiral,  with  a  convoy  of  merchant-men,  meet* 
ing  admiral  Blake  in  the  channel,  and  refusing  him  the 
flag,  an  engagement  ensued  May  17,  which  continued  four 
hours  till  the  night  parted  them.  The  Dutch  excused  the 
accident,  as  done  without  their  knowledge ;  but  the  parlia* 
roent  was  sO  enraged,  that  they  resolved  to  humble  them. 
Ito  these  circumstances  it  was  thought  reasonable  to  aug»' 
nientthe  fleet  out  of  the  land-forces,  who  had  nothing  to 
do,  and  would  in  a  little  time  be  a  burden  to  the  nation; 

Cromwell,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  army,  quickly  dis^ 
covered  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  must  be  his  ruin, 
by  disarming  him  of  his  power,  and  reducing  him  from  a 

*  Dr.  Grej,  evidentif  with  a  Tiew  to  controvert  Mr.  Neari;  representation,  as  well 
Us  from  prejudice  against  these  ambassadors  and  the  power  from  whom  Ihej  received 
ttieir  oomraission,  says,  **  tlie  »tates  of  Holland  treated  them  v^jtb  mnch  more  regar4 
and  civility  than  was  due  to  them  :"  and  gives,  as  proofs  uf  this,  two  of  their  owa 
letters,  in  bis  Appendix,  no.  50  and  51.  Bat  all  which  th^se  letters  prove  is,  that 
the  iirst  reception  given  to  these  gentlemen  was  both  respectful  and  pompons.  Mr« 
Neal  is  to  be  understood  6T  the  attention  paid  td  their  proposals  :  with  respect  to 
whtob  thn  conduct  of  the  Dntob  was  odd  and  evasive.  And  even  the  persons  of  thu 
ambassadors  did  not  escape  insults,  which  the  States  did  not  properly  resent.  Mr« 
Strickland's  life  was  threatened.  A  plot  was  formed  to  assassinate  Mr.  St.  John  : 
and  M  aflTroot  was  offered  to  hkn  by  prince  £d  ward»  one  of  the  palatinate,  as  lie  waft 
passing  the  streets.  Mrs.  Macaulay's  IJistorjr,  vol.  5.  p.  85,  84|  not«  ;  and  JLudiow'a 
jifeiBoirt,  4to.  17T1.  p.  t48.~BD.  
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great  general  lo  th^  condition  of  a  private  geatfeman.  Be<* 
sides,  Mr.  Rapin  observes,  that  he  had  secret  information 
of  a  conspiracy  against  his  life  ;  and  in'ithoiit  all  question, 
if  the  army  had  not  agreed  to  stand  by  their  general,  his 
ruin  had  been  unavoidable ;  the  officers  therefore  determin- 
ed to  combine  together,  and  not  suffer  their  toen  to  be  dis- 
banded  or  sent  to  sea,  till  the  arrears  of  the  whole  army 
were  paid  ;  for  thi»  purpose  they  presented  a  petition  to  the 
house,  which  they  resented,  and  instead  of  giving  them  soft 
language,  and  encouragement  to  hope  for  some  suitable  re* 
wards  for  their  past  services,  ordered  them  to  be  repri* 
manded,  for  presuming  to  meddle  in  affairs  of  state  that  did 
not  belong  to  them.  But  the  oiRcers  proving  as  resolute 
as  their  masters,  instead  of  submitting,  presented  another 
petition,  in  which,  having  justified  their  behaviour,  they 
boldly  strike  at  the  parliament's  continuance,  and  put  them 
in  mind  how  many  years  they  had  sat;  that  they  had  en- 
grossed all  preferments  and  places  of  profit  to  themselves 
and  their  friends ;  that  it  was  a  manifest  injury  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  nation,  to  be  excluded  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  de- 
prive them  of  the  right  of  frequent  choosing  new  repre* 
sentatives  ;  they  therefore  insist  upon  their  settling  a  new 
council  of  state  fi^r  the  administration  of  public  affairs;  and 
upon  their  fixing  a  peremptory  day  fop  the  choice  of  a  new 
•parliament. 

.  This  was  a  new  and  delicate  crisis ;  the  civil  and  military 
.  powers  being  engaged  against  each  other,  and  resolved  to 
maintain  their  respective  pretensions :  if  Cromwell,  with 
the  sword  in  his  hand,  had  secured  the  election  of  a  free 
representative  of  the  people,  and  left  the  settlement  of  the 
nation  to  them,  all  men  would  have  honoured  and  blessed 
him,  for  the  people  were  certainly  weary  of  the  parliament. 
But  when  the  officers  had  destroyed  this  form  of  govern- 
ment, they  were  not  agreed  what  to  establish,  whether  a 
monarchy,  or  a  new  republic;  the  general,  being  for  a 
mixed  monarchy,  had,  no  doubt,  some  ambitious  views  to 
himself,  and  therefore  called  together  some  select  friends  of 
several  professions  to  advise  on  the  affair,  when  sir  Thomas 
Widdrington,  lord-chief-justice  St.  John,  and  the  rest  of 
the  lawyers,  declared  for  monarchy,  as  roost  agreeable  to 
the  old  constitution/  and  proposed  the  duke  of  Gloucester 
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torTsing;  bo't  the  officers  of  the  army  then  present  dedfated 
for  a  ifi^blic.  Cromwell  himself  after  much  hesitation, 
gave,  hit  opinion  for  something  of  a  monarchical  power,  as 
roost  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  the  English,  if  it  might  he 
accomplished  with  safety  to  their  rights  and  privileges  as 
Englishmen  aochChristians. 

Some  time  after  Cromwell  desired  Mr.  Whitelocke^s 
opinion  upon  the  present  situation  of  affairs :  ^^  My  lord 
(says  heS  it;is.time  to  consider  of  our  present  danger,  that 
ire  may  not  be  broken  in  pieces  by  our  particular  quarrels 
afteir  we  have  gained  an  entire  conquest  over  the  enemy.'' 
Whitelocke  replied,  *'  that  all  their  danger  was  from  the 
army,  *who  were  men  of  emulation,  and  had  now  nothing  to 
do."  Cicomwell  answered, ''  that  the  officers  thought  them- 
selves not  rewarded  according  to  their  deserts ;  that  the 
parliament  had  engrossed  all  places  of  honour  and  trust 
among  themselves ;  that  they  delayed  the  public  business, 
and  designed  to  perpetuate  themselves;  that  the  officers 
thought  it. impossible  to  keep  them  within  the,  bounds  of 
justice,  law,  or  reason,  unless  there  was  sorhe  authority  or 
power  to  which  they  might  be  accountable."  Whitelocke 
said,  he  believed  the  parliament  were  honest  men,  and  de< 
{Signed  the  public  good,  though  some  particular  pe/sons 
might  be  to  blame,  but  that  it  was  absurd  for  the  officers 
who  were  private  meii,  and  had  received  their  commissions 
from  the  parliament,  to  pretend  to  control  them."  **But 
(says  Cromwell)  what  if  a  man  should  take  upon  him  to  be 
king  ?"  Whitelocke  answered,  ^^  that  this  remedy  was  worse 
than  the  disease;  and  that  the  general  had  already  all  the 
power  of  a  king  without  the  envy^  danger,  and  pcnnp^  of  the 
title."'  "  But  (says  he)  the  title  of  king  would  make  all 
acts  done  by  him  legal;  it  would  indemnify  those  that 
'should  act  under  him  at  all  events,  dnd  be  of  advantage  t^ 
eurb  the  insolence  of  those  whom  the  present  powers  could 
not  control/'  Whitelocke  agreed  to  the  general's  reasons^ 
but  desired  him  to-  consider,  ^^  whether  the  title  of  king 
would  not  lose  him  his  best  friends  in  the  army,  as  well  as 
those  gentlemen  who  were  fpr  settling  a  free  common- 
wealth ;  but  if  we  must  have  a  king  (says  he),  the  questioix 
will  be,  whether  it  shall  be  Cromwell  or  Stuart  ?"*  The 
general  asking  his  opinion  upon  this,  Whitelocke  proposed  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fSO  HISTORY   OF 

private  treaty  with  the  king  of  the  Scots,  with  whoin  he  miglil 
make  his  own  terms,  and  raise  his -family  to  .what  pitch  of 
greatness  he  pleased ;  bat  Cromwell  was  so  apprehensive 
of  the  danger  of  this  proposal,  that  he  broke  off  the  conver- 
sation with  some  marks  of  dissatisfaction^  and  never  made 
use  of  Whitelocke  with  confidence  afterward.  L 

Thus  things  remained*  throughout  the  whole  winter ;  the 
army  having  little  to  do  after  the  battle  of  Worcester  drew 
near  to  London,  but  there  was  no  treaty  of  accommodation 
between  them  and  the  parliament;  one  would  not  disband 
without  their  full  pay  ;  nor  the  other  dissolve  by  the  dircfc- 
tion  of  their  own  servants,  but  voted  the  expedience  of  fill- 
ing up  their  numbers,  and  that  it  should  be  high-treason  to 
petition  for  their  dissolution.  When  the  general  heard 
this,  he  called  a  council  of  officers  to  Whitehall,  who  all 
agreed  that  it  was  not  fit  the  parliament  should  continue 
any  longer.  This  was»published  in  hopes  of  frighteningt 
the  house  to  make  some  advances  towards  a  dissolution  ; 
but  when  colonel  Ingoldsby  informed  the  geaeral  next 
morning,  that  they  were  concluding  upon  an  act  to  prolong 
the  session  for  another  year,  he  rose  up  in  a  heat,  and  with 
a  small  retinue  of  officers  and  soldiers  marched  to  the  parr 
liftnTSent-house  April  20,  and  having  placed  his  men  without 
doors,  went  into  the  house,  and  heard  the  debates.  Aftec 
some  time  he  beckoned  to  colonel  Harrison,  on  the' other 
side  of  the  house,  and  told  him  in  his  ear,  that  he  thought 
the  parliament' was  ripe  for  dissolution,  and  that  this  was 
the  time  for  doing  it.  Harrison  replied,  that  the  work  was 
dangerous,  and  desired  him  to  think  better  of  it.  Upon 
this  he  sat  down  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  then  said^ 
This  is  the  time,  I  must  do  it ;  and  rising  up  in  his  place,  he 
told  the  house,  that  he  was  come  to  put  an  end  to  their 
power,  of  which  they  had  made  so  ill  a  use  ;  that  some  of 
them  were  whoremasters,  looking  towards  Harry  Martia 

*  Here  may  be  inserted,  from  Whitelocke,  two  anecdotes,  wljcb  afford  a  pteasing 
specimen  of  ibe  temper  of  the  Quakers  under  ili-treatihent.  February  3,  t6b3,  tbey 
ivere  assaolted  find  beaten  hjr  some  people  in  the  north.  Pebraary  IS,  1654*^  Ainjiior 
outrage  was  oSered  to  others  of  them,  at  Hasinglon  in  Nortbamberland,  for  speakinj; 
to  the  ministers  on  the  sabbath-day :  se  that  one  or  two  of  tiiem  were  s^nvusl  killed. 
Tite  Quakers  fell  on  their  knees  and  prayed  to  God  to  forgive  the  people,  as  thos^ 
wito  knew  not  \^hat  they  did ;  and  remonstrated  with  them  so  as  to  convince  tbeni 
of  the  evil  of  their  condoct,  on  which  they  ceased  from  their  violence.  Mid  tiegaoT 
to  reproach  each  other  with  being  the  occasions  of  it :  and,  in  the  last  instance^ 
beat  one  anutber  more  than  the^  had  before  the  QqaHerei.  Memorials,  p.  564f 
699.— Kx>« 
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ptid  sir  Peter  Wentworth;  others  ware  drtiifkards,  find 
fiome  corrupt  and  unjast  men,  who  bad  not  at  heart  the 
public  good,  but  were  only  for  perpetuating  their  owfl 
power.  Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  they  had  sat  loilg 
enough,  wd  therefore  desired  them  to  retire  and  go  away. 
When  some  of  the  members  began  to  reply,  he  stepped  into 
the  middle  of  the  house,  and  said,  ^^  Come,  come,  I  will  put 
an  erad  to  yotir  prating;  you  are  no  parliament ;  I  say  you 
are  no  parliament;"  and  stamping  with  his  foot,  a  ^le  of 
musketeers  entered  the  houf(e;  one  of  whom  he  com- 
'fltanded  to  take  away  that  fooVs  bauble  the  mace.  And 
major  Harrison  taking  the  speaker  by  the  arm,  conducted 
him  out'  of  the  chair.  Cromwell  then  «eiaing  upon  their 
papers  obliged  them  to  walk  out  of  the  house ;  and  having 
paused  the  dcK)rs  to  be  locked  upon  them,  returned  to 
Whitehall. 

>  In  the  afternoon  the  general  weiM  to^be  council  of  state, 
attended  by  major-general  Lambert  and  Harrison,  and  as 
he  entered  the  room,  said,  ^^  Gentlemen,  if  you  are  met 
here  as  private  persons  you  shall  not  be  disturbed,  but  if  as 
a  council  of  state^  this  is  no  place  for  yon ;  and  since  you 
cannot  but  know  what  was  done  in  the  morning,  so  take 
notice  the  parliament  is  dissolved."  Serjeant  Bradlbftir 
fef^ljed,  *'  Sir,  we  have  heard  what  you  did  in  the  morning, 
bat  you  are  mistaken  to  think  the  parliament  is  dissolved^ 
for  no  power  can.  dissolve  them  but  thi^mselves;  tberefi>re 
Mte  you  notice  of  that."  But  the  general  not  being  terri« 
fied  with  big  words,  the  council  thought  it  their  wisest  way 
^  to  rise  up  and  go  home* 
.  Thus  ended  the  commonwealth  of  England,  after  it  had 
continued  four  years,  two  months,  and  twenty  days,  whteh, 
Ifaougb  nar  better  than  a  usurpation,  had  raised  the  credit 
of  tire  nation  .to  a  very  high  pitch  of  glory  and  renown ;  and 
with  the  commonwealth  ended  the  remains  of  the  long-par- 
liament for  the  present ;  an  assembly  famous  throughout 
all  the  world  for  its  undertakings,  actions,  and  successes  :f 

'  *  Mrs.  Maoanlay,  after  quoting  the  bigh  eologiams  made  on  the  government  of  this 
parliament,  adds,  *'  It  is  to  he  remembered,  that  to  .them  is  dae  the  singnlar  priiise 
of  having  purbued  the  trae  interest  of  their  coantrj  in  attending  particnlarl/  to  its 
maritime  strength,  and  carrying  on  its  foreign  wars  bj  its  naval  power.  This  example, 
irbtch  raised  Eoglaod  to  so  great  a  height  i>f  glorj  and  prosperity,  has  never  yet  heea 
followed,  and  in  all  probal)ility  never  will,  by  the  succeediiig  roonarohs.  The  aim  of 
princes  is  to  make  conqaests  on  their  sobjects,'  not  to  enlarge  the  empire  of  a  free 
people.  A  f  tanding  army  is  a  peTer-failing  iostrament  of  domestic  trlampli ',  and  it  is 
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<'  the  a^lt  of  this  parliament  (says  Mr:  Cokd^)  will  hardlf 
find  belief  in  future  ages ;  and  to  say  the  truth,  they  were 
a  race  of  men  most  indefatigable  and  iadustrikis  in  business^ 
always  seeking  oien  fit  for  it»  and  nevtr  preferring  any  for 
favour  or  importunity :  you  hardly  ever  heard  of  any  revolt 
from,  them ;  no  soldiers  or  seamen  being  ever  pressed.  And 
as  tbey  excelled  jn  civil  affairs,  so  it  must  be  confessed,  they 
exercised  in  matters  ecclesiastical  no  such  severities  aa 
cithers  before  them  did  upon  such  as  dissented  from  them.'! 
But  their  foundation  was  bad,  and  many  of  their  actiooa 
highly  criminal ;  they  were  a  packed  assemUy,  many  of 
their  members  being  excluded  by  force,  before  they  could 
be  secure  of  a  vote  to  put  the  late  king  to  death — they  sub- 
verted the  constitution,  by  setting  up^hemselves,  and  con^ 
tin uittg  their  sessions  after  his  majesty's  demise— by  erecting 
high  courts  of  justice  of  their  own  nomination  for  capital 
oSences-^by  raising  taxes,  and  doing  all  other  acts  of  so* 
vereign.ty  without  consent  of  the  people ;  all  which  theje 
designed  to  perpetuate  among  themselves,  without  being 
accountable  to  any  superior,  or  giving  place  to  a  new  body 
of  representatives.  If  then  it  be  inquired,  what  right  or 
authority  general  Cromwell  and  bis  officers  h&d  to  offer 
violence  to  this  parliament,  it  may  be  replied,  1.  The  right 
of  self-preservation,  the  ruin  of  one  or  the  other  bein^ 
unavoidable.  2.  The  right  that  every  Englishman  has  to 
put  an  ^nd  to  a  usurpation  when  it  is  in  his  power,  pror 
vided  he  can  substitute  something  better  in  its  room ;  and 
if  Cromwell  could  by  this  method  bave  restored  the  consti*!- 
tution,  and  referred  the  settlement  of  the  government  to 
a  free  and  full  representative  of  the  people,  no  wise  man 
would  have  blamed  him.  It  was  not  therefore  his  turning 
out  the  old  parliament  that  was  criminal,  but  his  not  sum* 
moning  a  new  one,  by  a  fair  and  f^ee  election  of  the  peo* 
pie ;  and  yet  Mr.  Rapinf  is  of  opinion,  that  even  this  was 
impracticable,  there  being  three  opposite  interests  in  the 
nation ;  the  republicans,  who  were  for  an  absolute  com-* 
monwealth ;  the  Presbyterians,  who  were  for  restoring 
things  to  the  condition  they  were  in  in  1648 ;  and  the  ca-> 

Tery  doubtfol,  whether  n  naTiil  force  ooald  be  rendered  nsefnl  in  anj  capacity  bat 
that  of  extending  the  power  and  prosperity  of  the  oonntry/'  Hiitt.  of  England^  vol. 
5,  p.  106,  note,  8vo. — En. 

«  Detect,  p.  363.  f  Vol.  2.  p.  289,  folio  edkion.      .     . 
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Yttliers/w&o  were  for  netting  the  king  upon  tbe  tliTone,  als 
before  the  civil  wars ;  it  was.by  no  means  possible  (says  he*) 
to  reconcile  the  tbree  parties,  and  if  they  had  been  let 
loose  they  woiiU  have  destroyed  each  other,  and  thrown 
the  whole  nation  into  blood  and  confusion ;  nothing  there* 
fore  but  giving  a  forcible  superiority  to  one,  was  capable  to 
hold  the  other  two  in  subjection.  The  king  was  no  way 
interested  in  the  change,  for  it  was  not  Charles  Stuart,  but 
a  republican  usurpation,  that  was  dispossessed  of  the  ^preine 
power.  If  the  general  had  failed  in  his  design,  and  lost 
his  life  in  the  attempt,  the  king  would  have  received  no 
manner  of  advantage,  for  the  nation  was  by  no  means  dis- 
posed to  restore  him  at  this  time.  Supposing  then  it  was 
not  practicable  to  choose  a  free  parliament,  nor  fit  to  let  the 
old  one  perpetuate  themselves,  Oliver  Cromwell  had  ho 
€)ther  choice,  but  to  abandon  the  state,  or  to  take  the  ad- 
ministration upon  himself;  or  put  it  into  the  hands  of  some 
other  person  who  had  no  better  title.  How  far  private  am-< 
bition  took  place  of  the  public  good  in  the  choice,  must  be 
left  to  the  judgment  of  every  reader;  but  if  it  was  necessary^ 
that  there  should  be  a  supreme  authority,  capable  of  en- 
forcing obedience,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  general 
Cromwell  was  more  capable  of  governing  the  state  in  suck 
a  storm,  than  any  man  then  living.  No  objection  can  be 
raised  against  him,  which  might  not  with  more  justice  have 
been  urged  against  any  other  single  person,  or  body  of  men 
in  the  nation,  except  the  right  heir.  However,  all  ibe 
three  parties,  of  cavaliers,  Presbyterians,  and  republicans,* 
were  displeased  ivith  his  conduct,  loaded  him  with  invec- 
tives, and  formed  conspiracies  against  his  person,  though 
they  could  never  agree  in  any  other  scheme,  which  in  the^ 
present  crisis  was  more  practicable. 

'  The  parliament  being  thus  violently  dispersed,  the  sove- 
reign power  devolved  on  the  council  of  officers,  of  whichf 
Cromwell  was  head,  who  published  a  declaration,  justifying 
his  dissolution  of  the  late  parliament,  and  promising  to  put 
the  administration  into  the  hands  of  persons,  of  approved 
fidelity  and  honesty,  and  leave  them  to  form  it  into  what 
shape  they  pleased.  Accordingly,. April  30,  another  de- 
claration was  published,  signed  by  Oliver  Cromwell,-  and 
thirty  of  hiii  officers,  nominating  a  new  council  of  state  to 

•  Rapiii;.p.  149» 
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take  care  of  the  government^  till  a  new  representatire  body 
of  men  could  be  called  together;  and  June  8^  the  general, 
by  the  advice  of  his  council,  sent  the  following  summons  to 
pne  hundred  and  forty  select  persons,  out  of  the  several 
countie^  of  England,  to  meet  at  Westminster,  in  order  to 
^ttle  the  nation :  ^'  I  Oliver  Cromwell,  captain-general,  &c. 

do  hereby  summons  and  require  you being  one  of  the 

persons  nominated  by  myself,  with  the  advice  of  my  coun- 
jcil,  personally  to  appear  at  the  council-chamber  at  White- 
hall, upon  the  fourth  of  July  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof, 
to  take  upon  you  the  trust  of  the  affairs  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  to  which  you  are  hereby*  called  and  appointed  to 

serve  as  a  member  for  the  county  of i  and  hereof  you 

pre  not  to  fail.  Given  under  my  hand  this  eighth  of  JunQ 
1653.  O.  Cbomwbll." 

.  These  were  high  acts  of  sovereignty,  and  not  to  be  justi- 
fied but  upon  the  supposition  of  extreme  necessity.  The  dis- 
solution of  the  long-parliament  was  ah  act  of  violence,  bufc 
not  unacceptable  to  the  people,  as  appeared  by  the  numerous 
addresses  from  the  army,  the  fleet,  and  other  places,  ap- 
proving the  general's  conduct,  and  promising  to  stand  by 
him  and  his  council  in  their  proceedings;  but  then  for  the 
general  himself,  and  thirty  officers,  to  choose  representatives 
for  the  whole  nation,  without  interestingany  of  the  counties 
or  corporations  of  England  in  the  choice,  would  have  der< 
served  the  highest  censure  under  any  other  circumstances. 
.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  new  representatives 
appeared  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  when  the  general, 
after  a  short  speech,  delivered  them  an  instrument  in  parch- 
qoent  under  his  hand  and  seal,  resigning  into  their  hands,  on 
lih,e  hjands  of  any  forty  of  them,  the  supreme  authority  and 
government  of  the  commonwealth,  limiting  the  time  of  their 
continuance  to  November  3,  1654,  and  empowering  them, 
three  months  before  their  dissolution,  to  make  choice  of 
others  to  succeed  them  for  a  year,  and  they  to  provide  for  a 
future  succession.  It  was  much  wondered,  says  White- 
locke,^  that  these  gentlemen,  many  of  whom  were  persons 
of  fortune  atid  e8tate,t  should  accept  of  the  supreme  autho*) 

•  MeinoiK,  p.  534. 

,  t  Dr.  Gre^,  after  lord  Clarendon  and  otbers,  and  Mr.  Home  ainoe  tbem,  hat • 
apoken  in  severe  and  conteroptnoas  terms  of  Ibis  assembly  and  tbeir  proceedings. 
**  Tlie  major  part  of  them  (saja  hU  lordship)  consisted  of  inferioc  persons,  of  net 
quaiirj  or  name,  artifjcers  of  the  meanest  name,  known  only  bjr  their  gifts  in  pra>ing 
and  preachin";.''  But  man^  of  Cromlo^etrs  aftc.-ootmsellorst,  manjr  of  the  chief  officera 
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rity  of  the  nation,  upon  such  a  summons,  ajnd  from  sucli 
bands.  Most  of  them  were  n^en  of  piety,  but  no  great  po« 
liticians,  and  were  tlierefore  in  contempt  called  spmietimep 
the  little  parHament ;  and  by  others,  Barebone's  parliament^ 
from  a  leather-seller  of  that  name,f  who  was  one  ^f  the 
most  active  members.  When  the'  general  was  withdi^awn^ 
they  chose  Mr.  Rouse,  an  aged  and  venerable  man,  member 
in  the  late  parliament  for  Truro  in  Coriiwall,  their  speaker^ . 
and  then  vot*ed.  themselves  the  parliament  of  the  commonr 
wealth  of  England.  Mr.  Baxterf  places  them  in, a  con- 
temptible light,  and  says,  **  they  intended  to  eject  all  the 
parish-ministers,  and  to  encourage  the  gathering  Indepen- 
dent churches  ;  that  they  cast  out  all  the  ministers  in  Wales, 
which,  though  bad  enough  far  the  most  part,  were  yet  bet-r 
ler  than  none,.or  the  few  itinerants  they  set  up  in  their  roomi 
and  that  they  attempted,  and  bad  almost  accomplished,  ,the 
same  in  England."  But  nothing  of  this  appears  among 
their  acts.  When  the  city  of  London  petitioned,  that  more 
learned  and  approved  ministers  might  be  sent  into  the  cot^n- 

of  the  army,  were  in  this  assembly.  They  were  treated  as  the  sapreme  Hothority  of 
the  iialiofl  by  soTereign  princes,  and  bad  the  most  banble  apptioations  made  to  them 
by  the  ohj^f  cavaliers,  as  by  the  earls  of  Worcester,  Derby,  and  Shrewsbary,  lord 
Mansfield  and  the  coontess  of  Derby :  and  they  were,  doring  their  short  session,  em" 
ployed  aboot  points  of  the  highest  national  conoemment;  sacfa  as,  abolishing  th» 
ooqrt  of  chancery  on  aocoont  of  its  expensiveness  and  delays,  the  forming  9  oaw 
body  of  the  law,  the  anion  of  Scotland  with  England,  the  regalation  of  marriages* 
and  the  iniresting  the  solemnization  and  cognizance  of  them  in  the  ci?il  magistrate; 
with  other  mattery  of  moment.  Harria's  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  3S5-— 
337.— E». 

*  There  were  three  brothers  of  this  family,  eaoh  of  whom  bad  a  sentence  for  hid 
name,  tix.  **  Praise  God,  Barebone ;  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  Barebone ; 
and,  if  Chnst  had  hot  died  thoa  hkdst  been  damned,  Barebone."'  In  this  stjie  were 
the  Christian  nam^s  of  very  many  persons  formed  in  the  times  of  the  civil  wars. .  It 
Ttras  said,  that  the  genealogy  of  onr  Savioqr  might  be  learnt  from  the  names  in  Crom- 
well's regiments;  and  that'  the  moster-master  osed  no  other  list  than  the  first  chapter 
of  Matthew.    A  jnry  was  retomed  in  the  eouoty  of  Sussex  of  the  following  names  : 


.  Jorcpted,  Trevor  of  N6rs|iam. 
Redeemed,  Compton  of  Battle. 
TMnt  not,  Hewet  of  Heathneld. 
Mdke-peqce,  Heaton  of  Hare. , 
God-reward,  Smart  of  t^vehnrst. 
Standfast  on  High,  Stringer  of  Crow- 

horst. 
Earth,  Adams  of  Warbleton. 
CdUed,  Lower  of  ditto. 
Km  Sin,  Pimple  ol  Witham. 


Return,  Spelman  of  Watling. 

Be  Faithful,  Joyner  of  Britling. 

Fly  Debate,  Robert  of  ditto. 

Fight  the  good  Fight  of  FaUh,  .Whita  of. 

Eraer. 
i)<f0fv  Fruir,  Fowler  of  East-Hadley..  . 
Hope  for.  Bending  of  ditto. 
Graeefnl,  Harding  of  Lewes. 
Weep  not,  Billingt,  ditto^ 
Meek,  Bcewer  of  Okeham. . 


G.nmger*s  History  of  England,  vol.  3.  p.  68, 8vo.  note ;  and  Dr.  Grey,  p.  S86,  tZT, 
note.  Mr.  Home  bas  also  given  this  list  of  the  Sussex  jary.  Bat  the  ridioole^ 
whieh-falUott'tUsmodeof  naming  ohildren,  belongs  not  to  these  times  qnlyi  t^ 
the  practice  «as  in  040  long  beforp.  Harris's  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  342,  tho 
note.— Ed.     ^  ►  •      ' 

.  t  P.  7a  180..      .  „  • 
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fry  to  preach  the  gospel ;  that  their  settled  maiDtenanee  by 
law  might  be  confiroied ;  and  their  just  properties  preser- 
ir'ed';  and  that  the  universities  might  be  zealously  counte- 
nanced and  encouraged ;  the  petitioners  had  the  thanks  of 
that  house;  and. the  committee  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  commissioners  should  be  sent  into  the  several  conntieS) 
who  should  have  power  to  eject  scandalous  and  insufficient 
ministers,  and  to  settle  others  in  their  room.  They  were  to 
appoint  preaching  in  all  vacant  places,  that  none  might  live 
above  three  miles  from  a  place  of  worship.  That  such  as 
Were  approved  for  public  ministers  should  enjoy  the  main- 
tenance provided  by  the  laws ;  and  that  if  any  scrupled  the 
payment  of  tithes,  the  neighbouring  justices  of  peace  should 
settle  the  value,  which  the  owner  of  the  land  should  be 
obliged  to  pay ;  but  as  for  the  tithes  themselves  they  were 
of  opinion,  that  the  incumbents  and  impropriators  had  a 
right  in  them,  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  taken  away 
till  they  were  satisfied. 

July  33,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  to  consider  of  a 
repeal  of  such  laws  as  hindered  the  progress  of  the  gospel ; 
that  is  (says  bishop  Kennet),  to  take  away  the  few  remaining 
rules  of  decency  and  order;  or,  in  other  language,  the  penal 
laws.  This  was  done  at  the  instance  of  the  Independents, 
who  petitioned  for  protection  against  the  presbyteries ;  upon 
which  it  was  voted,  that  a  declaration  should  be  published, 
for  givirig  proper  liberty  to  all  that  feared  God;  and  for 
preventing  their  imposing  hardships  on  one  another. 

Mr.  Echard,  and  others  of  his  principles,  write,  that  this 
parliament  had  under  deliberation  the  taking  away  the  old 
English  laws,  as  badges  of  the  Norman  conquest,  and  sub- 
stituting the  Mosaic  laws  of  government  in  their  place;  apd 
that  all  schools  of  learning,  and  titles  of  honour,  should  be 
extinguished,  as  not  agreeing  with  the  Christian  simplicity. 
But  no  such  proposals  were  made  to  the  house,  and  therefore 
it  is  unjost  to  lay  them  to  their  charge. 

The  solemnizing  of  matrimony  had  hitherto  been  engross- 
ed by  the  clergy ;  but  this  convention  considered  it  a  civil 
contract,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  justices  of  peace,  by  an 
ordinance,  which  enacts,  ''that  after  the  29th  of  September, 
1653,  all  persons  who  shall  agree  to  be  married  within  the 
^  commonwealth  of  England,  shall  deliver  in  their  names  and 
places  of  abode,  with  the  names  of  their  parents,  guardiails. 
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and  overseBTQ,  lathe  registrar  of  the  parish  irhere  each  party 
lives,  who  shall  publish  the  banns  in  the  church  or  chapel 
^  three  several  JU>rd's  days^  after  the  morning  service ;  or  else 
in  the  market-place  three  several  weeks  successively,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  eleven  and  two,  on  a  market-day  if  the 
party  desire  it.  The  registrar  shall  make  out  a  certificate  of 
the  due  performance  of  one  or  the  other,  at  the  request  of 
the  parties  obnceraedf  without  which  they  shall  not  proceed 
to  marriage. 

'^  It  is  farther  enacted^  that  all  persons  intending  to  marry 
shall  come  before  some  justice  of  peace  within  the  county^ 
city^  or  town  corporate,  where  publication  has  been  made^ 
as  aforesaid/ with  their  certificate,  and  with  suflScient  proof 
of  the  consent  of  the  parents,  if  either  party  be  under  agOj 
.and  then  the  marriage  shall  proceed  in  this  manner : 

'*  The  man  to  be  married  shall  take  the  woman  by  the 
hand,  and  distinctly  pronounce  these  words,  I  A.  B.  do  here 
ill  the  presence  of  God,  the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  take  thee 
C  O.  for  my  wedded  wife ;  and  do  also,  in  the  presence  of 
God,  and  before. these  witnesses,  promise  to  be  to  thee  a 
loving  and  faithful  husband. 

^<  Then  the  woman  taking  the  man  by  the  hand,  shall 
plainly  and  distinctly  pronounce  these  words,  I C.  D.  do  here 
in  the  presence  of  Gcud,  the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  take  theo 
A.  B.  for  ray  wedded  husband ;  and  do  also  in  the  presence 
of  God,  and  before  these  witnesses,  promise  to  be  to  thee  a 
loving,  faithful,  and  obedient  wife. 

''  After  this,  Uie  justice  may  and  shall  declare  the  said  man 
and  woman  to  be  from  henceforth  husband  and  wife ;  and 
frofld  and  after  such  consent  so  expressed,  and  such  declara- 
tion made  of  the  same  (as  to  the  form  of  marriage),  it  shall 
be  good  and  effectual  in  law ;  and  no  other  marriage  what- 
soever, within  the  commonwealth  of  England,  after  the  29th 
of  September  16^3,  shall  be  held  or  accounted  a  marriage^ 
according  to  the  law  of  England." 

This  ordinance  was  confirmed  by  the  protector's  parlia* 
ment  in  the  year  1656,  except  the  clause,  '^that  no  othei^ 
marriage  whatsoever  within  the  commonwealth  of  England 
shall  be  held  or  accounted  a  legal  marriage ;"  and  it  waa 
wisely  done  of  the  parliament  at  the  Restoration,  to  confirms, 
these  marriages,  in  order  to  prevent  illegitimacy,  aod  vex* 
atioiis.  lawsuits  in  future  times.    Bui  the  acts  of  this  cojk* 
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tention  were  of  little  signiticance,  tor  when  tbey  fottnd  the 
aflliirs  oTtli^  nation  too  intricate,  and  tbe  several  parties  too 
stubborn  to  yield  to  tbeir  ordinances,  they  wisely  resigned/ 
aind  surrendered  back  their  sovereignty  into  the  sarnie 
hands  that  gfave  it  thenii  after  they  bad  sat  five  months  and 
twelve  days. 

The  general  and  his  officers  finding  themselves  reinvested 
with  the  supreme  authority,  by  what  they  fancied  a  mofe 
parliamentary  delegation,  took  upon  them  to^ strike  out  a 
new  form  of  government,  a  lUtle  tending  towards  moBarcby, 
contained  in  a  large  instrument  of  forty-two  articles,  en-' 
titled,  ^  The  government  of  the  commonweatth  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland."  It  appoints  tbe  government  to  be 
in  a  single  person ; — ^that  the  single  person  be  the  general* 
Oliver  Cromwell,  whose  style  and  title  should  be  his  high-*^ 
ness,  tord-protectorof  the  commonwealth  of  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ii'eland,  and  of  the  dominions  thereunto  belong- 
hig — that  the  lord-protector  should  have  a  coancil,  eonsist- 
ing  of  ho  more  than  twenty-one  persons,  nor  less  than  thir- 
teen, to  assist  him  in  the  administration.  'A  parliament  was 
to  be  chosen  out  of  the  three  kingdoms  every  three  years  at 
longest,  and  not  to  be  dissolved  without  their  consent  in  less 
than  five  months.-  It  Was  to  eonsist  of  four  hundred  mem- 
bers foi*  England  and  Wales ;  thirty  for  Scotland,  and  thirty 
for  Ireland;  whereof  sixty  Were  to  make  a  house.  The 
ddnnties  of  England  and  Wales  were  to  choose  two  hundred 
and  thirty-nine ;  the  other  elections  to  be  distributed 
among  the  chief  cities  and  market-towns^  without  regard  to 
ancient  custom.  The  county  of  Dorset  was  to  choose  eleven 
members;  Cornwall  eight ;  Bedfordshire  five ;  the  several 
ridings  of  Yorkshire  fourteen ;  Middlesex  four ;  the  city  of 
Liondbn  six ;  Westminster  two  ^  the  wholie  number  of  cities 
lind  boroughs  which  had  privilege  ofelection' were  one  hun- 
dred and  ten,  and  the  number  of  representatives  to  be  chosen 
by  them  one  hundred  and  sixty — If  the  pYotector  refused  to- 
issue  out  writs,  the  commissioners  of  the  great  seal,  or  the 
high  ^herifi^oFtliecounty,  was'todo  it  under  pain  of  treason 
— ^none  to  have  votes  but  such  as  were  worth  SOOL  This 
reguhdion,  beivrg  wisely  proportioned,  met  with  universal 
Approbation.  Lord  Clarendon  says,  it  was  fit  to  be  more 
warrantaSly  made,  and  in  a  bettelr  tiine^-*all  the  great  offi-* 
cerS'of  state^  as  chancellor^  treasurer,  Scd  if  they  becanni. 
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imcahtiia  timeof  parUament,  to  be  supplied  with/tfaeir  *ap«' 
probatida;  and  in  the  intervals  with  the  approbation  :of  the  > 
council — sueh  bills  as  were  offered  to  the  protector  by  the-, 
parliament,  if  not  signed  in  twenty  days,  were  to  b6  laws 
without  him,  if  not  contrary  to  this  instrument. — In  the> 
present  crisis,  the  protector  and  his  council  might  publisk 
ordinances  which  should  have  force  till  the  first  sessions  of 
parliament— the  protector  was  to  have  power  to  n»ak^  war 
and  peace,  to  confer  titles  of  honour,  to  pardon  all  crimes 
except  treason  and  murder;  the  ipilitia  wa.s  iritrusted  vfbik 
him  and  his  jcouuciI^  eiccept  during  the  sessions  of  parliaw 
ment,  when  it  was  to  be  jointly  in  both.  In  short,  thepro^ 
tector  bad  almost  all  the  royalties  of  a  king — but  theil  the 
protectorship  was  Jio  be  elective,  and  uo  protector  after  tb& 
present  to  be  general  of  the  army.  > 

,   T.](ie  articles  relating io  religion  were  these: 

Art.^»  >^  That  the  Christian  religion  contained  in  tbe 
Scriptures  be  held  forth  and  recommended  as  the  public 
profession  of  these  nations,  jand  that  as  soon  as  may  be,  a 
provision  less  subject  to  contention,  and  more  certain  than 
the  present,  be  made  for  themaintenance  of  ministers;  and' 
that  till  such  provision  be  made,  the  present  juaintenance- 
continue. 

.  Art.  36.  ^  That  none  be  compelled  to  conform  to  the 
public  religion  by  penalties  or  crtherwise ;  but  that  endear 
vours.be  used  to  win  them  by  soqnd  doctrine,  and  the«x<^ 
ample  of  a  good  conversation. 

Art.  37.  ^^Tliat  such  as  profess. faith  in  God  by  Jesus 
Christ,  though  differing  in  judgment  from  the.  doctrine^ 
worship,  or  disciplii^,  publicly  held  fartK  shall  not  be  re-' 
strained  from,  but  shall  ;be  protected  i|i  the  protession  of 
their  faith,  ai\d  exercise. of  their  ^reljgion^  so.  as  they  abuse 
not  this  liberty  to  the  civil  injury  of  others,  ^and  to  the  actual 
disturbance  of  the  public  pea^e  on  their  parts  :■  provided 
(bis  liberty  be  not  e!xtended  to  Popery  jor  prelacy,  or  to  such 
as  usder  a  prpfeJ^ion  of  Christ  hold  forth,  and  practise  li«' 
centioiisneas.  •  '■'  ^: 

Art.  3$.  ^'  That  all  laws,  statutes,  ordinances,  and  clauses,- 
in  :any  law,  statute,  or  ordinance,  to  the  contrary  of  tbe^ 
af9re^aid  liberty,  shall  be  esteemed  null  and  void/'.        ^ 
The  protector  was  initalted  with  gjreat  magnificence^  Dei 
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cember  16, 16dS,  id  the  court  of  chancery,  bjr order  of  the 
cooDcil  of  officers,  in  presence  of  the  lord-mayor  and  alder- 
men of  London,  the  jndges,  the  commissioners  of  the  great 
seal,  and  other  great  officers^who  were  summoned  to  attend 
on  this  occasion.  Oliver  Cromwell,  standing  uncovered  on 
the  left  hand  of  a  chair  of  state  set  for  him,  first  subscribed 
the  instrument  of  government  in  the  fiice  of  the  coort/and 
then  took  the  following  oath : 

^'  Whereas  the  major  part  of  the  last  parliament  (judging 
Ibat  their  sitting  any  longer  as  then  constituted,  would  not 
be  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth)  did  dissolve  the  same ; 
and  by  a  writing  under  their  hands,  dated  the  12th  of  this  in- 
stant December,  resigned  to  me  their  powersandauthorities. 
And  whereas  it  was  necessary  thereupon,  that  some  speedy 
course  should  be  taken  for  the  settlement  of  these  nation^ 
upon  such  a  basis  and  foundation,  as,  by  the  bkssing  of  God, 
might  be  lasting,  secure  property,  and  a&swer  those  great 
ends  of  religion  and  liberty  so  long  contended  for ;  and  upon 
full  and  mature  consideration  had  of  the  form  of  government 
hereunto  annexed,  being  satisfied  that  the  same,  through 
divine  assistance,  may  answer  the  ends  afore-roentioned. 
And  having  also  been  desired  and  advised,  as  well  by  seve« 
ral  persons  of  interest  and  fidelity  in  the  commonwealth,  as 
the  officers  of  the  army,  to  take  upon  me  the  protection  and 
government  of  these  nations  in  the  manner  expressed  in  the 
said  form  of  government,  I  have  accepted  thereof,  and  do 
hereby  declare  my  acceptance. acc<M*dingly ;  and  do  promise, 
in  the  presence  of  God,  that  I  will  not  violate  or  infringe 
the  matters  and  things  contained  therein,  but  to  my  power 
observe  the  same,  and  cause  them  to  be  observed ;  and  shall 
in  all  other  things,  to  the  best  of  my  understanding,  govern 
these  nations  according  to  the  laws,  statutes,  and  customs, 
seeking  their  peace,  and  causing  justice  and  law  to  be  equally 
administered." 

After  this  he  sat  down  in  the  chair  of  state  covered,  and 
the  commissioners  delivered  him  the  great  seal,  and  the  lord-* 
mayor  his  sword  and  cap  of  maintenance ;  which  he  returned 
in  a  very  obliging  mannen  The  ceremony  being  over,  the 
sddiers,  with  a  shout,  cried  out,  "  God  bless  the  lord-pro- 
tector  of  the  commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land." In  their  return  to  Whitehall  the  lord-mayor  carried 
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tbe  «word  before  his  bighness  uncovered,  and  fMr^sently. 
after  he  was  proclaimed  in  the  city  of  London^  and  through- 
oat  all  the  British  dominions. 

Thus  did  this  i^onderful  man,  by  surprising  management, 
supported  only  by  the  sword,  advance  himself  to  the  supreme 
government  of  three  kingdoms  without  consent  of  pariia* 
ment  or  people.  His  birth  seemed  to  promise  nothing  of 
this  kind ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  had  formed  the  pro* 
ject,  till  after  the  battle  of  Worcester,  when  he  apprehend-* 
ed  the  parliament  had  projected  his  ruin  by  disbanding  the 
army,  and  perpetuating  their  authority  among  themselves  9 
which  of  the  two  usurpations  was  most  eligible  must  be 
left  with  the  reader ;  but  how  he  brought  the  oflScers  inte 
his  measures,  and  supported  his  sovereignty  by  aa  army  of 
enthusiasts.  Anabaptists,  fifth  monarchy  men,  and  republic 
cans,  will  be  the  admiration  of  all  posterity ;  and  though  hy 
this  adventurous  act  he  drew  upon  himself  the  plots  and 
conspiracies  of  the  several  Actions  in  the  nation,  yet  hia 
genius  and  resolution  surmounted  all  difficulties,  his  short 
empire,  being  one  continued  blaze  of  glory  and  renown  to 
the  British  isles,  and  of  terror  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 

The  reader  will  make,  bis  own  remarks  upon  the  new  in« 
strument  of  government,  and  will  necessarily  observe,  that 
it.  was  a  creature  of  Cromwell's  and  his  council  of  officers^ 
and  not  drawn  up  by  a  propo*  representative  of  the  people. 
How  far  the  present  circumstances  of  the  nation  made  this 
necessary,  must  be  concluded  from  the  remarks  we  have 
made  upon  the  change  of  government ;  but  the  articles  re* 
latingto  religion  can  hardly  be  complained  of,  though  they 
disgusted  all  that  part  of  the  clergy  who  were  for  church- 
power;  the  Presbyterians  preached  and  wrote  against  the 
S6th  and  37th  articles,  as  inconsistent  with  their  establish- 
ment,  and  sinking  it  almost  to  a  level  with  their  sectaries. 
The  republicans  were  dissatisfied  because  the  engagement, 
by  which  they  had  sworn  fidelity  to  a  commonwealth,  with^ 
out  a  single  person,  or  house  of  lords,  was  set  aside.  Bishop 
Kennet  is  angry  with  the  protector's  latitude,  because  there 
was  no  test  or  barrier  to  the  establishment.  *^  How  little 
religion  was  the  concern,  or  so  much  as  any  longer  the  pre* 
tence  of  Cromwell  and  his  officers  (says  his  lordship),  ap 
pears  from  hence,  that  in  the  large  iastrumerit  of  4}ie  go«H 
vernment  of  the  eommonweiiUb^  which  was  the  magi)«efaarte 
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of  ttonew  coDstitiitioii,  tbere  is  not  a' word  of  chorclfesw: 
ministers,  nor  any  thing  but  the  Christian  religion  in  gene*: 
raly  with  liberty  to  all  differing  in  judgment^  from  the  doc* 
tfioe,  worship,  or  discipline,  publicly  held  forth."  Strange, 
that  this  should  displease  a.  Christian  bishop !  But  his  lordr^ 
ship  should  have  remembered,  that  this  liberty  was  not  to 
extend  to  any  kinds  of  immoralities,  nor  to  such  as  injured 
the  civil  rights  of  others,  nor  to  such  as  disturbed  the  pub« 
}ic  peace.  And  do  the* Scriptures  authorise  us  toga  fiirtber? 
The  sixth  article  provides,  **  that  the  laws  in  being  relating: 
to  the  Presbyterian  religion  were  not  to  be  suspended,  aU: 
tered,  abrogated,  or  repealed ;  nor  any  new  law  made,  but 
by  consent  of  parliament/'  The  SGtkadds,. ''  that  until  a 
Wtter:  provision  can  be  made  for  the  enoosragement  and 
maintenance  of  able  and  painful  teachers,  the  present  maiu* 
tenance  shall  not  be  taken  away  nor  impeached/'  And 
triers  were  appointed  soon  after  for  preventing  scandalous 
and  unlearned  persons  invading  the  pulpit.  This  part  of  the 
instrument  is,  in  my  opinion,  so  far  from  being  criminal, 
that  it  breathes  a  noble  spirit  of  Christian  liberty,  though 
it  was  undoubtedly  faulty,  in  putting  Popery,  prelacy,  and 
licentiousness  of  manners,  upon  a  level.  The  open  tolera* 
tfon  of  Popery  is  hardly  consistent  with  the  safety^  of  a  Pro<« 
testant  government ;  otherwise,  considered  merely  aa  a  rck 
ligious  institution,  I  see  not  why  it  should  be  crushed  bf. 
the  civil  power:  and  licentiousness  of  manners  is  not  to  be 
indulged  in  any  civilized  nation;  but  if  the  Episcopalians 
would  have  given  security  for  their  living  peaceably  under 
their  new  masters,  they  ought  undoubtedly  to  have  been 
protected ;  however,  the  protector  did  not  in  every  instance 
adhere  strictly  to  the  instrument. 

-  But  though  in  point  of  policy  the^  Episcopalians  were  at 
this  time  excepted  from  a  legal  toleration,  their  assemblies 
were  connived  at^  and  several  of  their  clergy  indulged  tire 
public  exercise  of  their  ministry  without  the  fetters  of  oath«, 
gubscriptions,  or  engagements ;  as  Dr.  Hall,  afterward  bi? 
shop  of  Chester,  Dr.  Wild,  Pearsop,  Ball,  Hardy,  Griffith, 
Farringdon,  and  others.  Several  pf  the  bishops,  wjio  had 
been  kept  from  public  service  by  the  covenant  and  engage^ 
men^  pceached  again  publicly  in  the  city,  as  archbishop 
Usher,  bishop  Brpwnrigge,  and  others,  Mr.  Baxter,  who 
warn  vefy  for  from  beings  friend  of  the  protector's,  sajrs^ 
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«*  ihat  all  men  were  suifered  ti>  live  quietly,  qnd  eBJ.oy  their 

pro|iertie8  uoder  bis  government that  be  removed  the 

terrors  and.  prejudices  which  hindered  the  success  of  th^ 
fQspel»  especially  considering  that  godliness  had  counter 
nance  and  reputation  as  well  as  liberty,  whereas  before,  if 
it  did  not  appear  in  all  the  fetters  and  formalities  of  the 
times^  it  was  the  way  to  common  shame  and  ruin.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Presbyterians  did  not  approve  of  th^  usur- 
pation, but  when  they  saw  that  Crom well's  design  was  to 
do, good  in  the  main,. and  encourage  religion  as  far  as  his 
cause  would  admit,  they. acquiesced."  And  then  comparing 
these  times  with  those  after  the  Restoration,  he  «dds,  '^  I 
shall  for  the  future  think  that  land  happy^  nvhere  the  people 
bave  but  bare  liberty  to  be  as  good  as  they  are  willing ;  and 
if  countenance  and  maintenance  be  but  added  to  liberty,  and 
tolerated  errors  apd  sects  be  but  forced  to  keep  the  peace,  I 
shall  not  hereafter  much  fear  such  a  toleration,  nor  despair 
that  truth  will  >ear  down  its  adversaries."*  This  was  a 
considerable  testimony  to  the  protector's  administration 
from  the  pen  of  an  adversary. 

Thp  protector's  first  council  were^  major-general  Lambert, 
lieuteaant-ge^erail  Fleetwood,  colopel  Montague,  afterward 
pari  of  Sandwich ;  Ph^ip  lord  viscount  Lisle,  since  earl  of 
Leicester;  colonel  Desborough,  sir  Gilbert  Pickering,  sir 
■  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  afterward  earl  of  Shaftsbury;  sir 
Charles  Woolsley,  major-general  Skippon,  l^r.  Strickland, 
colonel  Sydenham,  colonel  Jones,  Mr,  Rouse,  Mr.  Lawrence, 
and  Mr.  Major :  men  of  great  name  in  those  times ;  some 
pf  lykom  made  a  considerable  figure  after  the  Restoration^ 
J!he  protector's,  wise  conduct  appeared  in  nothing  mor^ 
thai^  his  unwearied  endeavours  to  make  all  religious  parties 
easy*  He  indulged  the  army  in  their  enthusiastic  raptures^ 
and.  soinetimes  joined  in  their  prayers  and  sermons.  H^ 
jcouptenanced  the  Presbyterians,  by  assuring  them  be;  would 
jiiaintain  the  public  ministry,  and  give , them  all  due  en» 
pouragemeiit.  He  supported  the  Independents,  by  making 
Jthem  his  chaplains;  by  preferring  th^m  to  considerable 
livings  in  the  church  and  universities ;  and  by  joining  theii^ 
in  one  commission  with  the  Presbyterians  as  triers  of  all 
;iBucb  ^as  desired*  to  be  admitted  to  benefices.  But  be  absq;- 
Jutelyv  forbade  the  clergy  of.  every  denomination  dealing  jp 
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politics^  as  not  belonging  to  their  profisssion ;  and  wlieii  he 
perceived  the  managing  Presbyterians  took  too  much  upon 
them,  he  always  found  means  to  mortify  them ;  and  wottM 
sometimes  glory  that  he  had  curbed  that  insolent  sect,  that 
weald  suffer  none  but  itself. 

It  was  happy  for  the  wise  and  moderate  Presbyterians, 
that  the  protector  disarmed  their  discipline  of  its  coercive 
power,  for  he  still  left  them  all  that  was  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  of  religion ;  they  had  their  monthly  or  quarterly 
classical  presbyteries  in  every  county,  for  the  ordination  of 
ministers,  by  imposition  of  hands,  according  to  the  Direct 
tory>  to  whom  they  gave  certificates,  or  te&ftimonials,  in  the 
following  words : 

*'  We  the  ministers  of  the  presbytery  of ,  having 

examined  Mr.  — -^ according  to  the  tenor  of  the  ordi- 
nance for  that  purpose,  and  finding  him  duly  qualified  and 
gifted  for  that  holy  office  and  employment  (no  just  except 
tion  having  been  made  to  his  ordination),  have  approved 
him,  and  accordingly,  on  the  day  and  year  hereafter  ex-' 
pressed,  have  proceeded  solemnly  to  set  him  apairt  to  the 
office  of  a  preaching  presbyter,  and  work  of  the  ministry, 
with  fasting  and  prayer,  and  imposition  of  hands;  and  do 
hereby  actually  admit  him  (as  far  as  concerns  us)  to  p^ibrm 
all  the  offices  and  duties  of  a  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names 
this  — —  day  6f  September  1653/' 

Other  testimonials  were  in  this  form : 

<^  We  the  ministers  of  Christ,  who  are  called  to  watch 
over  this  part  of  his  flock  in  the  city  of ,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  some  others,  that  we  itiight  not  be  wanting  to  the 
service  of  the  church  in  its  necessity,  having  received  credi« 
ble  testimonials,  under  the  hands  of  divers  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  and  others^  of  the  sober,  righteous,  and  godly  con- 
versation of ,  as  also  concerning  bis  gifts  for  the  minis- 
try, have  proceeded  to  make  farther  trial  of  his  fitness  for  so 
great  a  work ;  and  being  in  some  good  measure  satisfied  con- 
cerning his  piety  and  ability,  have  upon  the  day  of 1653, 

proceeded  solemnly  to  set  him  apart  to  the  office  of  §  pres^ 
byter,  and  work  of  the  ministry,  by  laying  on  our  hands 
with  fiisting  and  prayer;  by  virtue  whereof  we  do  esteem 
and  declare  him  a  lawful  minister  of  Christ,  and  hereby 
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meommend  bitti  to  the  church  of — — .  In  witness  whereof 
we  have  set  our  bands^  &c/' 

When  the  Presbyterians  feand  that  their  classes  could 
obtain  no  power  to  inflict  pains  and  penalties  on  those  who 
refused  to  submit  to  their  discipline,  the  ministers  of  the 
several  denominations  in  the  country  began  to  enter  into= 
friendly  associations  for  brotherly  counsel  and  advice.  Mr. 
Baxter,  and  his  brethren  of  Worcestershire,  formed  a  scheme 
upon  such  general  principles  as  aU  good  men  were  agreed 
in,  which  be  communicated  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Vines  and 
Gataker ;  and  when  he  had  drawn  up  articles  of  concord, 
he  submitted  them  to  the  correction  of  archbishop  Usher, 
and  other  episcopal  divines,  who  agreed  with  him^  that  no 
more  discipline  should  be  practised  than  the  Episcopalian,- 
Presbyterian,  and  Independent  divines  agreed  in ;  that  they 
diould  not  meddle  with  politics  or  afikirs  of  civil  govern-  * 
ment  in  their  assemblies,  nor  pretend  to  exercise  the  power 
of  the  keys,  or  any  church-censures ;  but  only  to  assist,  ad- 
vise, and  encourage^  each  other  in  propagating  truth  and-^ 
holiness,  and  in  keeping  their  churches  from  profane  and- 
scandalous  communicants^*   Theit  meetings  were  appoint- 
ed to  be  once  a  month  in  some  market-town,  where  there 
was  a  sermon  in^e  morning ;  and  after  dinner  the  conver- 
sation was  upon  such  points  of  doctrine  or  discipline  asre-^ 
quired  advice;  or  else  an  hour  was  spent  in  disputing  upon 
seme  theological  question  which  had  been  appointed  the 
preceding  month.    Doctor  Warmestry,  afterward  dean  of 
Worcester,  and  Dr.  Good,  one  of  the  prebendaries  of  Here- 
ford, sent  Mr.  Baxter  a  letter  dated  September  SO,  1653, 
wherein  they  testify  their  approbation  of  the  association 
above  mentioned,  and  of  the  articles  of  concord. t 

In  the  west  of  England,  Mr.  Hughes  of  Plymouth,  and  Mr. 
Good  of  Exeter,  prevailed  with  the  ministers  of  the  several 
persuasions  in  those  parts,  to  follow  the  example  of  Worces-  • 
tershire ;  accordingly  they  parcelled  themselves  into  four  di  vi<f 
sions,  which  met  once  a  quarter ;  and  all  four  had  a  genera^ 
meeting  for  concord  once  a  year :  the  reverend  Mr.  Hughes 
pr^ided  in  these  of  1655  and  1656.  The  moderator  began 
and  ended  with  prayer,  and  several  of  the  episcopal  divines 
of  the  best  character,  as  well  as  Independents,  joined  with 
them ;  **  the  chief  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Independent  di- 

•  'B%x\M*B  Uhf  parte,  p.  t47,  &c.  p.  16r,  &e.  t  Ibid.  p.  149. 
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Tines,  who  were  weary  of  divisions,  and  wiUing  to  itreHgtheH; 
each  other's  hands,  united  in  these  asBemblies,  .though  th» 
exasperated  prelatists,  the  nore  rigid  Presbyterians,  and 
severer  sort  of  Independents,  kept  at  a  distance :  but  many* 
remarkable  advantages  (sayp  Mr.  Baxter)  attended  these, 
associations;''  they  opened  and  preserved  a  friendly  eorre- 
j^pondence  among  the  ministers ;  they  removed  a  great  many, 
prejudices  and  misunderstandings^  insomuch  that  the  con- 
troversies and  heats  of  angry  men  began  to  be  allayed,  their 
«pirit  bette.red,  aiid  the  -^ndiS  of  religion  more  generally, 
promoted. 

But  these  country  associations  were  not  countenanced  by 
the  more^pealous  Presbyterians  pf  Lfondon,  who  mat  weekly 
ift  Sipn^eoUege  ;  they  could  hardly  digest  a  toleration  cfi 
the  sectaries,  much  less  submit  to  a  coalition,  but  resolved 
tokeepdosa  to  the  ordinai^es  of  parliament^  and  to  the. 
acts  of  th^ir  jprovincial  assembly :  they  wanted  the  sword  of 
discipline,  and  were  impatient  under  the,  present  restraint;-, 
and  nothing  but  the  piercing  eye  of  the  protector,  wbosa^ 
spieS'Were  in  every  corner,  kept  them  from  preaehiqg,  pray'-, 
ing,  and  plotting,  against  the  government.  However,  the: 
oouniry  ministers  being  easy  in  their  possessions,  cultivated^ 
good  neighbourhood,  and  spread  the  associations  through 
Wiltshire,  Essex,  Hampshire,  Dorsetshire,  Cumheitland, 
Westmoreland,  and  other  parts ;  that  if  I  am  Qot  raisinformt.- 
ed^  there  are  the  like  brotherly  associations  among  the  dia^ 
senters  in  several  counties  to  this  day* 

This  year  died  old  Dr.  William  Oouge,  born  at  Strat*'' 
ford-le-Bow  in  the  year  1575,  and  educated  at  King'soCoU 
lege,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  fellow.  He  entered  inter 
orders  1607,  and  the  very  next  year  was  settled  at  Black* 
friars,  London,  where  he  continued  to  his  death.  He  com- 
aME^ced  doctor  of  divinity  in  the  year  16S8,  about  whicb' 
time,  he  became  one  of  the  feoffees  for  buying  up  impro^ 
priations,  for  which  he  was  ordered  to  be  prosecuted  in  the» 
^tar-chamber.  In  the  year  1643  he  was  nominated  one  of. 
the  assembly  of  divines,  and  was  in  such  reputation^  that 
be  often  filled  the  moderator's  chair  in  his  absence.  He, 
was  a  modest,  humble,  and  affable  person,  of  strict  and  ex- 
emplary piety,  a  universal  scholar,  and  a  most  constant^ 
preacher,  as  long  as  he  was  able  to^  get  up  into  the  pulpily 
Yor  man^r  years  he  was  esteemed  the  father  of  the  ijondoqi 
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tfiniBtdrs,  and  died  camfortably  and  piously  December  19, 
1653,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age,  haring  been  mi* 
Ulster  of  Blaekfriars  almost  forty-six  years. 

Doctor  Thomas  Hill,  of  whom  mention  has  been  made 
before^  was  born  in  Worcestershire,  and  educated  in  Ema- 
nuel-coUege,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow,  and 
tutor  to  young  scholars  fdr  many  years.  He  was  afterward 
J)referred  to  the  living  of  Tichmarsh  in.  Northamptonshire, 
lind  was  chosen  into  the  assembly  of  divines  for  that  county. 
While  he  was  at  London  he  preached  every  day  at  St.  Mar- 
tin Vin-the- Fields,  and  was  one  of  the  morning  lecturers 
at  Westminster-abbey.  He  was  afterward  chosen  to  b6 
master  of  Emanuel-college,  Cambridge,  and  from  thence 
Iremoved  to  Trinity-college  ;  in  which  stations  he  behaved 
with  great  prudence  and  circumspect iod»  He  was  a  good 
scholar,  and  very  careful  of  the  antiquities  and  privileges 
6f  the  university;  a  strict  Calvinist,  a  plain,  powerful,  and 
practical  preacher,  and  of  a  holy  and  unblamable  conversa- 
tion.  He  died  of  a  quartan  ague  December  18,  1653,  in  an 
advanced  age,  very  much  lamented  by  his  acquaintance  and 
brethren.* 


CHAP.  IIL 

FROM   THE  BEGINNING    OF  THE    PROTECTORSHIP  OF 
OLIVER  CROMWELL  TO  HIS  D?ATH, 

fo  the  reader  will  carefully  review  the  divided  state  of  the 
nation  at  this  time,  the  strength  of  the  several  parties  in 
opposite  interests,  and  almost  equal  in  power,  each  san- 
guine for  his  own  scheme  of  settlement,  and  all  conspiring 
against  the  present,' he  will  be  surprised  that  any  wise  man 
should  be  prevailed  with  to  put  himself  iat  the  head  bf&uch 
a  distracted  body ;  and  yet  more,  that  such'  a  genius  should 

*  Ha  Rpeot  Bine  years  at  Kiog's-oollege ;  and  ^as  nefer  absent  from  pobUo 
prajers  at  ihe  cbapel,  and  constantly  read  fifteen  chapters  in  the  Bible  every  day. 
He  was  the  laborious,  exttttplary,  and  mnoh-loved  minister,  of  whom  none  thought 
or  tpoke  ill,  says  Mn  Granger*  *'  bat  snob  as  were  inolined  to  think  or  speak  ill  of 
religion  itself."  He  refused  the  provoslship  of  King's-cullege  in  Cambridge :  and 
had  eighth  children,  who  lited  to  man*s  and  woman's  estate.  :Giarke's  Lives  in  bis  «6e-» 
n^ral  Martyr(4ogy»p*  354^— and  Granger*!  Uii|tor/«f  England,  yol.  2.  p..l79>  Sto. 
— ftft.  '  .         .    .  • 
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a^rise,  who  without  any  foreign  alliaoces  should  be  eapabU 
of  guarding  against  80  many  foreign  and  domestic  enemies 
and  of  steering  the  commonwealth  through  such  a  hurri- 
cane, clear  of  the  rocks  and  quicksands  which  threatened 
its  ruin. 

This  was  the  province  that  the  enterprising  Oliver  un* 
dertook,  with  the  style  and  title  of  lord  protector  of  the 
commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  He 
assumed  all  the  state  and  ceremony  of  a  crowned  head;  his 
household  oflScers  and  guards  attended  in  their  places,  and 
jbis  court  appeared  in  as  great  splendour,  and  more  order, 
than  had  been  seen  at  Whitehall  since  queen  Elisabeth's 
reign.  His  first  concern  was  to  fill  the  courts  of  justice 
with  the  ablest  lawyers ;  sir  Matthew  Hales  was  made  lord* 
ehief-justice  of  the  common  pleas ;  Mr.  Maynard,  Twisden, 
Newdigate,  and  Windham,  Serjeants  at  law ;  Mr.Thurloe, 
secretary  of  state ;  and  Monk,  governor  of  Scotland.  His 
next  care  was  to  deliver  himself  from  his  foreign  enemies ; 
for  this  purpose  he  gave  peace  to  the  Dutch,  which  the  fiime 
of  his  power  enabled  him  to  accomplish  without  the  cere* 
mony  of  a  formal  treaty ;  he  therefore  sent  his  secretary 
Thurloe  with  the  conditions  to  which  they  were  to  submit; 
the  Dutch  pleaded  for  abatements,  but  his  highness  was  at 
a  point,  and  obliged  them  to- deliver  up  the  island  of  Po- 
lerone  in  the  East-Indies ;  to  pay  300,000/.  for  the  afiair  of 
Amboyna;  to  abandon  the  interests  of  king  Charles  II.  to 
exclude  the  prince  of  Orange  from  being  stadtholder,  and  to 
yield  up  the  sovereignty  of  the  seas. 

When  this  was  accomplished  mdst  of  th6  sovereign 
princes  in  Europe  sent  to  compliment  his  highness  upon 
bis  advancement,  and  to  cultivate  his  friendship :  the  king 
of  Portugal  asked  pardon  for  receiving  prince  Rupert 
into  his  ports ;  the  Danes  got  themselves  included  in  the 
Dutch  treaty,  and  became  security  for  140,000/.  damages 
done  to  the  English  shipping;  the  Swedes  sued  for  an 
alliance,  which  was  concluded  with  their  ambassador ;  the 
crown  of  Spain  made  ofiers  which  the  protector  rejected  ; 
but  the  address  of  the  French  ambassador  was  most  extra- 
ordinary; the  protector  received  him  in  the  Banqueting* 
house  at  Whitehall,  with  all  the  state  and  magnificence  of  a 
orowned  head ;  and  the  ambassador,  having  made  his  obei*^ 
iance,  acquainted  his  highness  with  the  king  his  master's 
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desire  to  establish  a  correspondence  between  bis  dominions 
and  England.  He  mentioned  the  value  of  the  friendship 
of  France,  and  how  much  it  was  courted  by  the  greatest  po- 
tentates of  the  earth  ;  ^'  but  (says  the  ambassador)  the  king 
my  master  communicates  his  resolutions  to  none  with  so 
much  joy  and  cheerfulness^  as  to  those  whose  virtuous  ac- 
tionsy  and  extraordinary  merits,  render  them  more  conspi- 
cuously famous  than  the  largeness  of  their  dominions.  His 
majesty  is  sensible,  that  all  these  advantages  do  wholly 
reside  in  your  highness,  and  that  the  Divine  Providence^ 
after  so  many  calamities,  could  not  deal  more  fayourably 
with  these  three  nations,  nor  cause  them- to  forget  their  past 
miseries  with  greater  satisfaction^  than  by  subject ing  theoi 
to  so  j  ust  a  government—" 

The  protector's  most  dangerous  enemies  were  the  royal- 
ists,  Presbyterians,  and  republicans,  at  home ;  the  former 
menaced  him  with  an  assassination,  upon  which  he  declared 
openly,  that  though  he  would  never  begin  so  detestable  a 
practice,  yet  if  any  of  the  king's  party  should  attempt  it  and 
fail,  he  would  make  an  assassinating  war  of  it,  and  extern 
minate  the  whole  family,  which  his  servants  were  ready  to 
execute ;  the  terror  of  this  threatening  was  a  greater  secu- 
rity to  him  than  his  coat  of  mail  or  guards.  The  protector 
had  the  skill  always  to  discover  the  most  secret  designs  of 
the  royalists  by  some  of  their  own  number,  whom  he  spared 
no  cost  to  gain  over  to  his  interests.  Sir  Richard  Willis 
was  chancellor  Hyde's  chief  confidant,  to  whom  he  wrote 
often,  and  in  whom  all  the  party  confided,  as  in  an  able  and 
wise  statesnian :  but  the  protector  gained  him  with  SOO/. 
a  year,  by  which  means  he  had  all  the  king's  party  in  a  net, 
and  let  them  dance  in  it  at  pleasure.*  He  bad  another 
correspondent  in  .the  king's  little  family,  one  Manning  a 
Roman  Catholic,  who  gave  secretary  Thurloe  intelligence 
of  all  his  majesty's  councils  and  proceedings.-  But  though 
the  king's  friends  were  always  in  one  plot  or  other  against 
the  protector's  person  and  government,  he  always  behaved 
with  decency  towards  them,  as  long  as  they  kept  within 
tolenable  bounds;  and  without  all  question^  the  severe  laws 
that  were  made  against  the  episcopal  party  were  not  on 
the  account  of  religion,  but  of  their  irreconcilable  airec- 
Mon.to  the  government. 

*  BupiKt,  p.  91  •  rol.  i;  Blia.  edit* 
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The  whole  body  of  the  Presbyterians  wfere  in  principle 
for  the  king  and  the  covenant,  but  after  the  battle  of  Wor- 
cester, and  the  execution  of  Mr.  Love,  they  were  terrified 
into  a  compliance  with  the  commonwealth,  though  they 
disallowed  their  proceedings,  and  were  pleased  to  see  them 
broken  in  pieces ;  but  the  surprising  advanceniedt  of  Crom- 
well to  the  protectorship  filled  them  with  new  terrors^  and 
threatened  the  overthrow  of  their  church-power,  for  they 
considered  him  not  only  as  a  usdrper,  but  a  sectarian,  who 
would  countenance  the  free  exercise  of  religion  to  all  tbAt 
would  live  peaceably  under  bis  government ;  and  though 
he  assured  them  he  would  continue  religion  upon  the  foot 
of  the  present  establishment,  yet  ilothing  would  satisfy 
them  as  long  as  their  discipline  was  disarmed  of  its  coer* 
cive  power. 

'■  But  tlie  pfotector^s  most  determined  adversaries  were 
tbe  commonwealth-party;  these  were  divided  into  two 
branches  ;  one  had  little  or  no  religion,  but  were  for  a  de- 
mocracy in  the  state,  and  universal  liberty  of  conscience  in 
religidn ;  the  he^ds  of  them  were  Deists,  or  in  the  language 
of  the  protector.  Heathens,  as  Algernon  Sidney,  Henry 
Neville,  Martin,  Wildman,  aiid  Harringtoii.  It  was  im« 
possible  to  work  upon  these  men,  or  reconcile  them  id  the 
government  of  a  single  person,  and  therefore  he  disarmed 
them  of  their  pdwer.  The  other  were  high  enthusiasts,  and 
fifth  monarchy  men,  who  were  in  expectation  of  king  Jesus, 
and  of  el  glorious  thousand  years^  reign  of  Christ  upon  earth; 
They  were  for  pulling  down  churches,  says  bishop  Burnet,*^ 
for  discharging  tithes,  and  leaving  religion  free  (as  they  called 
it),  without  either  encouragement  or  restraint.  Mostof  them 
were  for  destroying  the  clergy,  and  for  breaking  every  thing 
that  looked  like  a  national  establishment.  ■  These  the  pro- 
tector endeavoured  to  gain,  by  assuHng  them  in  private 
conversation,  <^  that  he  had  no  manner  of  inclination  to  as- 
sume the  government,  but  had  rather  have  been  content 
with  a  shepherd's  staff,  wefe*«it  not  absolutely  necessary  to 
keep  the  nation  from  falling  to  pieces,  and  becoming  a  prey 
to  the  common  enemy;  that  he  only  stepped  in  between  the 
living  and  tbe  dead,  as  he  expressed  it,  and  this  only  till 
God  should  direct  them  oh  what  bottom  to  settle,  when  he 
would  surrender  his  dignity  with  ajoy  equal  to  the  sorrow^ 
with  which  he  had  taken  it  up."    With' the  chiefs  of  this 

•  Vol.  1.  p.  93. 
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party  he  affected  to  converse  upon  terois  of  great  ramiliar- 
ity,  shutting  the  door^  aiid  making  them  sit  down  coverc^d 
in  his  presence,  to  let  them  see  how  little  he  valued  those 
distances  he  nras  bound  to  observe  for  form's  sake  with 
others ;  he  talked  with  them  in  their  own  language,  and  the 
conversation  commonly  ended  with  a  long  prayer. 

The  protector's  chief  support  against  these  powerful  ad- 
versaries were  the  Independents,  the  city  of  London,  and 
the  army;  the  former  looked  upon  him  as  the  head  of  their 
party,  though  he  was  no  more  theirs  than  as  he  was  averse 
tochurch-power,  and  for  a  universal  toleration.  He  courted 
the  city  of  London  with  a  decent  respect,  declaring,  upon 
all  occasions,  his  resolution  to  confirm  their  privileges,  and 
consult  measures  for  promoting  trade  and  commerce.  These, 
in  return,  after  his  instalment,  entertained  him  at  dinner  in 
a  most  magnificent  and  princelike  manner,  and  by  degrees 
modelled  their  magistrates  to  his  mind.  But  his  chief  de- 
pendance  was  upon  the  army,  which  being  made  up  of  dif- 
ferent parties,  he  took  care  to  reform  by  degrees,  till  they 
were  in  a  manner  entirely  at  his  devotion.  He  paid  the 
soldiers  well,  and  advanced  them  according  to  their  merits, 
and  zeal  for  his  government^  without  regard  to  their  birth 
or  seniority. 

It  was  the  protector's  felicity,  that  the  parties  above  men- 
tioned  had  as  great  an  enmity  to  each  other,  as  to  him ;  the 
cavaliers  hated  the  Presbyterians  and  republicans,  as  these 
did  the  cavaliers ;  the  royalists  fancied  that  all  who  were 
against  the  protector  must  join  with  them  in  restoring  the 
king  ;  while  the. Presbyterians  were  pushing  for  their  cove- 
nant-uniformity^ and  the  republicans  for  a  commonwealth. 
Cromwell  had  the  skill  not  only  to  keep  them  divided,  but 
to  increase  their  jealousies  of  each  other,  and  by  that  means 
to  disconcert  all  their  measures  against  himself.  Let  the 
reader  recollect  what  a  difiicult  situation  this  was ;  and  what 
a  genius  it  must  require  to  maintain  so  high  a  reputation 
abroad,  in  the  midst  of  so  many  domestic  enemies,  who  were 
continually  plotting  his  destruction. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instrument  of  government,  the  pro* 
tector  published  an  ordinance,  April  12,  to  incorporate  the 
two  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England.    The  ordinance 
sets  forth,  ''  that  whereas  the  parliament  in  1651  had  sent  . 
cbmrtiissioners  into  Scotland,  to  invite  that  nation  to  a  unioa 

VOL.  IV.  ft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


%2  HISTORY  4>F 

'iritii  E!figknd  under  one  government ;  and  whereas  the  con- 
-sent  of  the  shiree  and  boroughs  was  then  obtained,  therefore 
'for  completing  that  work,  he  ordains,  that  the  (leople  of 
IBcotltod,  and  all  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  shall 
4)e  incorporated  into  one  commonwealth  with  England,  and 
that  in  every  parliament  to  be  held  successively  for  the  said 
commonwealth  thirty  members  shall  be  called  from  thence 
to  serve  for  Scotlanid. — "  Shortly  after  Ireland  was  in- 
corporated after  the  same  manner ;  and  from  this  time  the 
arms  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  were  quartered  with  those  of 
'England. 

But  the  protector  was  hardly  fixed  in  his  chair  before  an 
assassination-plot  of  the  royalists  was  discovered,  and  three 
'df  the  conspirators,  viz.  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Gerhard,  and  Mr. 
Vowel,  were  apprehended,  and  tried  before  a  high  court 
of  justice,  for  conspiring  to  murder  the  lord-protector  as  he 
was  going  to  Hampton-court,  to  seize  the  guards,  and  the 
Tower  of  London ;  and  to  proclaim  the  king.  Mr.  Fox,  who 
confessed  most  of  what  was  alleged  against  him,  pleaded 
guilty^  and  was  reprieved ;  but  the  other  two,  putting  them- 
selves on  their  trial,  though  they  denied  the  jurisdiction  of 
Hhe  court,  were  convicted,  and  executed  July  10.  Gerhard, 
a  young  hot-headed  ensign  in  the  late  king's  army,  was  be^ 
headed ;  and  Vowel,  a  schoolmaster  at  Islington,  hanged  at 
Charing-cross :  Gerhard  confessed  he  knew  of  the  plot,  but 
'Vowel  was  silent,*  These  commotions  were  the  occasion 
of  the  hardships  the  royalists  underwent  some  time  after. 

'Don  Pantaleon  Sa,  brother  of  the  Portuguese  ambassa- 
dor, was  beheaded  the  same  day,  upon  account  of  a  riot  and 
murder  in  the  New  Exchange.  Pantaleon  had  quarrelled 
with  the  above-mentioned  Gerhard,  and  to  revenge  himself, 
brought  his  servants  next  day  armed  with  swords  and  pis- 
tols to  kiirhim  ;  but  instead  of  Gerhard,  they  killed  another 
man,  and  wounded  several  others.  The  Portuguese  knight 
and  his  associates  fled  to  his  brother  the  ambassador's  house 
Tor  sanctuary,  but  the  mob  followed  them,  and  threatened 
to  puU  down  the  house,  unless  they  were  delivered  up  to 

*  Mr.  NeaiVs  acooant,  as  Dr.  Grej  remarki,  does  not  agree  witb  lord  ClareDdon : 
'^h6  i'e(Mr«Jwnts  Vowel  as  earoesUy  and  patheticaMj  addressing  the  people,  aod  the 
soldiers,  exhorting  them  to  lojaltjr :  and  Gerhard  as  declaring,  "  that  he  was  inno- 
cent, and  had  not  entered^into  or  codsented  to  any  plot,  nor  given  ftnj  coontenanc* 
■to  any  discourse  to  that  parpote.''  Wbitelock«  sajrs,  that  when  thejr  were  brottjsht 
^•fore  the  high  coort,  they  both  denied  all  the  eharges  alleged  agaiast  them.  Cla; 
ireadoB's  Hitter j,  rol.  3.  p.  4i92 ;  Whiteloeke's  Mtmoiri,  p.  d75. 
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juiitice*  Tbe  projt^scjt^r,  beings  inforined  of  the  tumult,  seat 
W  ottcor  with  a  party  of  soldiers  tp  demand  tiie  murderers* 
The  ambassadm*  pleaded  his  public  character,  but  the  pror 
tector  would  admit  of  no  excuse;  and  therefore,  being  forced 
to  deliver  them  up,  they  were  all  tried  and  convicted,  by  a 
jury  half  English  and  half  foreigners ;  the  servants  (says 
Whitelocke*)  were  reprieved  and  pardoned ;  but  the  am<^ 
bassador's  brother,  who  was  the  principal^  notwithstanding 
all  the  intercession  that  could  be  made  for  his  life,  was  car- 
ried in  a  mourniag-coach  to  Tower-hill,  and  beheaded^  This 
remarkable  act  of  justice  raised  the  people's  esteem  of  th^ 
protector's  resolution^  and  of  the  justice  of  his  government. 

In  order  to  a  farther  settlement  of  the  nation,  the  protec- 
tor summoned  a  parliament  to  meet  at  Westminster^  Sep- 
tember S;  which  being  reckoned  one  of  his  auspicious  days 
be  would  not  alter,  though  it  fell  on  a  Sunday ;  the  house 
net  accordingly,  and  having  waited  upon  the  protectqr  in 
the  painted  chamber,  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  September 
4,  when  his  highness  rode  from  Whitehall  to  Westminster 
with  all  the  pomp  and  state  of  the  greatest  monarch :  some 
hundreds  of  gentlemen  went  before  him  uncovered ;  his 
pages  and  lackeys  in  the  richest  liveries;  the  captains  of 
his  guards  on  each  side  of  his  coach,  with  their  attendantsi 
all  uncovered ;  tben\  followed  the  commissioners  of  the  trea- 
sury, master  of  ceremonies,  and  other  officers*  The  sword, 
the  great  seal,  the  purse,  and  four  maces,  were  carried  be- 
fore him  by  their  proper  officers. 

After  a  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  bis 
htghnesst  repaired  to  the  painted  chamber,  and  being  seated 
in  a  chair  of  state,  raised  by  sundry  steps,  he  made  a  speech 
to  the  members^  in  which  he  compteined  of  the  levellers  and 
fifth  monapchy  men,  who  were  for  subverting  the  establish- 
ed laws,  and  for  throwing  all  things  back  into  confusioa. 
He  put  them  in  mind  of  the  difficulties  in  which  the  nation 
was  involved  at  the  time  bt  assumed  the  government.  ''  Th^ 
it  was  at  war  with  Portugal,  Holland>  and  France;  whicl^ 
together  with  the  divisions  among  oumelves  (says  he),  begat 
a  confidence  in  the  enemy  that  we  could  not  h^d  out  long. 
In  this  heap  of  confusion  it  was  n^c^sary  to  apply  upoie  ror 
medy,  that  the  nation  might  not  sink;  and  the  remedy  (saj^ 
he)  is  tills  governments^  which  is  calculated  for  the  int^tfifc 
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oft'  e  peopte  alone,  without  reg;ard  fo  any  other,  let  men 
say  what  th^y  will ;  I  can  speak  with  comfort  before  a  greater 
than  you  all  as  to  my  own  intention.  Since  this  government 
has  been  ereeted,  men  of  the  most  known  integrity  and  abi- 
lity have  been  put  into  seats  of  justice.  The  chancery  has 
been  reformed.  It  has  put  a  stop  to  that  heady  way  for. 
etery  man  that  will,  to  make  himself  a  preacher,  by  settling 
ft  way  for  approbation  of  men  of  piety  and  fitness  for  the 
work.  It  bath  taken  care  to  expunge  men  unfit  for  that 
work ;  and  now,  at  length,  it  has  been  instrumental  of  call-^ 
ing  a  free  parliament. 

^^  A  peace  is  now  made  with  Sweden,  and  with  the  Danes} 
a  peace  honourable  to  the  nation,  and  satisfactory  to  the 
merchants.  A  peace  is  made  with  the  Dutch,  and  with  Por^ 
tugal ;  and  such  a  one  that  the  people  that  trade  thitherhave 
liberty  of  conscience,  without  being  subject  to  the  bloody 
inquisition. '^  He  then  advises  them  to  concert  measures  for 
the  support  of  the  present  government,  and  desires  them  to 
believe,  that  he  spoke  to  them  not  as  one  that  intended  to 
be  a  lord  over  tbero^  buf  as  one  that  was  resolved  to  be  a 
feUdw-servant  with  them  for  the  interest  of  their  country ; 
and  then,  having  exhorted  them  to  unanimity,  he  dismissed 
them  to  their  bouse  to  dioose  a  speaker. 

William  Lehthal,  esq.  master  of  the  rolls,  and  speaker 
of  the  long-parliament>  was  chosen  without  opposition.  The 
first  point  the  house  entered  on  was  the  instrument  of  go* 
vernment,  vi^hich  occasioned  many  warm  debates,  and  was 
like  to  to  have  occasioned  a  fatal  breach  amongst  them.  To 
prevent  this  the  protector  gave  orders,  September  12,  that 
as  the  members  came  to  the  house  they  should  be  directed 
to  attend  his  highness  in  the  painted  chamber,  where  be 
made  the  following  remarkable  speech,  which  is  deserving 
the  reader's  careful  attention :  <*  Gentlemen,  I  am  surprised 
at  youi^  conduct,  in  debating  so  freely  the  instrument  of  go- 
vernment ;  for  the  same  power  that  has  made  you  a  parlia^ 
meAt  has  appointed  me  protector,  so  that  if  you  dispute  the 
one,  ybu  must  disown  the  other."*  He  added, "  that  he  was  a 
gentleman  by  birth,  and  had  been  called  to  several  employ* 
ments  id  parliament,  and  in  the  wars,  which  being  at  an  end, 
he  was  willing  to  retire' to  a  private  life,  and  prayed  to  be 
dismissed,  but  could  not  obtain  it.  That  he  had  pressed  the 
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long-parliament,  a8  a  member,  to  dissolve  themselves  vb.^t 
finding  they  intended  to  continue  their  sessions^  |ie  thought 
himselt  obliged  to  dismiss  them»  and  to  call  some  persons 
together  from  the  several  parts  of  the  nation^  to  see  if  they 
could  fall  upon  a  better  settlement.  Accordingly  he  resign- 
ed up  all  his  power  into  their  hands,  but  they  after  some 
time  returned  it  back  to  him.  After  this  (says  be)  divecs 
gentlemen  having  consulted  together^  framed  the  present 
model  without  my  privity,  and  told  me,  that  unless  I  would 
undertake  the  same,  blood  9nd  confusion  wpuld  break  ia 
upon  them ;  but  I  refused  again  and  agmn,  till  considering 
that  it  did  not  put  me  into  a  higher  capficity  tthan  I  was  in 
before,  I  consented ;  since  whiph  tjmie  I  hayre  had  the  tjl^anks 
of  the  iarmy,  the  Qeel,  the  city  of  ]!^Qdon,  f^nd  of  great  num* 
bers  of  gentry  in  the  three  nations.  Now  the  government 
being  thus  settled,  I  apprehend  there  are  four  fundamentals 
whii^h  may  not  be  examined  into,  or  altered.  (1.)  That  the 
government  be  in  a  single  person  and  a  parliament.  (2.) 
That  parliaments  be  not  perpetual.  (3.)  The  article  relating, 
to  the  militia.  And,  (4.)  A  due  liberty  of  conscience  in  mat- 
ters of  religion.  Other  things  in  the  government  may  be 
changed  as  occasion  requires*  Forasmuch  therefore  as  you 
have  gone  about  to  subvert  the  fundamentals  of  this  goyern* 
ment,  and  throw  all  things  back  into  confusion,  to  prejreut 
the  like  for  the  future  I  am  necessitated  to  appoint  you  a 
test,  or  recognition  of  the  governi|ient  by  which  ypu  are 
made  a  parliament,  before  you  go  finy  more  into  the  house."*, 
Accordingly  at  their  return,  they  found  a  guard  at  the  door 
denying  entrance  to  any  who  would  not  first  sign  ti^e  fql* 
lowing  engagement.  '^  I  A.  B.  dp  hereby  freely  promise,  and 
engage  to  be  true  and  faithful  jtp  the  lord-protector  of  the 
commonwealth  of  EJnglaniJ,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  will 
not  propose  orgiye  my  consent  to  alter  the  government,,as 
it  is  settled  in  one  single  person  and  a  parliament."  i^iottt 
three  hundred  of  the  members  signed  the  reppgnition,  and 
having  taken  their  places  in  the  house,  wi^h  some  difficulty 
conBrmed  the  instrument  of  government  almost  in  every 
thing,  but  the  right  of  nominating  a  successor  to  the  present 
protector;  which  they  reserved  to  the  parliament/  They 
voted  the  present  lord-protector  to  continue  for  life..  Tli^ey 
continued  the  stafiding  army  of  ten  tlipusand  horse  and 
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twenty  thousand  foot^  and  60,000/.  a  month  for  their  main- 
tenance. They  gave  the  protector  900,000f.  a  year  for  his 
civil  listy  and  assigned  Whitehall,  St.  James's,  and  the  rest 
of  the  late  king's  houses,  for  his  use ;  but  they  were  out  of 
humour,  and  were  so  far  from  shewing  respect  to  the  court, 
that  they  held  no  manner  of  correspondence  with  it ;  which 
together  with  their  voting,  that  no  one  clause  of  what  they 
had  agreed  upon  should  be  binding,  unless  the  whole  were 
troiisented  to,  provoked  the  protector,*  as  derogating  from 
his  power  of  consenting  to  or  refusing  particular  bills,  and 
therefore,  having  discovered  several  plbts  against  his  go- 
-^ernment  ready  to  break  out,  in  which  some  of  the  members 
were  concerned,  he  sent  for  them  into  the  painted  chamber, 
January  93 ;  and  after  a  long  and  intricate  speech,  in  which, 
after  some  8ti*ong  expressions  in  favour  of  liberty  to  men  ot 
the  same  faith,  though  of  different  judgments  in  lesser  mat- 
ters, he  complained,  that  they  had  taken  no  more  notice  of 
him,  either  by  message  or  address,  than  if  t^ere  had  been  no 
auch  person  in  being ;  that  they  had  done  nothing  for  the 
honour  and  support  of  the  government,  but  spent  their  time 
in  fruitless  debates  of  little  consequence,  while  the  ndtioa 
i^fts  bleeding  to  death ;  and  instead  of  making  ththgs  easy^ 
that  they  had  laid  ft  foundation  for  future  dissatisfactions ; 
he  therefore  dissolved  them,  without  confirming  any  of  their 
acts,  after  they  Had  sat  five  months,  according  to  the  instru- 
ment of  government,  reckoning  twenty-eight  days  toi  a 
months  This  was  deemed  an  Unpopular  action,  and  a  re- 
nouncing the  additional  title  the  parliament  would  have 
given  him ;  but  this  great  man  with  the  sword  in  his  hand 
Wad  not  to  be  jostled  out  o(  the  saddle  with  votes  and  reso- 
lutions; and  if  one  may  credit  his  speech,  his  assuming  the 
government  was  not  so  much  the  effect  of  his  own  ambition, 
as  of  a  bold  resolution  to  prevent  the  ntltion's  fklling  back 
iiitoiiiarchy  and  blood. 

Upon  the  rising  of  the  parliament  major-general  Harrison, 
one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  republicans,  was  taken  into  custody ; 
atid  Mr.  John  Wildman,  who  bad  been  expelled  the  house, 
was  apprehended  as  he  was  drawing  up  a  paper,  entitled, 
''  A  declaration  of  the  free  and  well*affeeted  people  of  Eng- 
land now  in  arms  against  the  tyrant  Oliver  CromweU  ;'^ 
tirhicb  prevented  the  rising  of  that  party .t 

*  lah  AfCromtrtlJ,  p.  $91.  t  Whittlockt,  p.  609. 
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The  royalists  were  buying  up  arms  at  the  same  time^  and 
prepaviog  to  rise  in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom^*     They^ 
had  procured  commissions  from  the  young  king  at  Cologne>^ 
and  desired  his  majesty  to  be  ready  on  the  sea-coast  by  the 
11th  of  March,  when  there  would  be  a  revolt  in  the  army,, 
and  when  Dover-castle  wouldfae delivered  into  their  hands. 
The  king  accordingly  removed  to  Middlebargh  in  Zealand ; 
but  the  protector  had  intelligence  of  it  from  his  spies,  and. 
declared  it  openly  as  soon  as  he  was  arrived,  which  intimi- 
dated the  conspirators,  and  made  them  fear  they  were  dis-, 
covered :  hawever,  about  the  time  appointed,  some  small 
parties  of  royalists  got  together  in  Shropshire  with  an  intent 
to  surprise  Shrewsbury  and  Cturk-castle.    A  cart-load  of 
arms  was  brougbt  to  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  northern 
parts,  where  they  were  to  be  headed  by  Wilmot  earl  of  Ror 
Chester;  but  they  bo  sooner  met  but  they  dispersed  for  fear 
of  being  fallen  upon  by  the  regular  troops.     In  the  west 
sir  Joseph  Wagstaffe,  colonel  Penruddock,  captain  Hugh 
Grove,  Mr.  Jones,  and  others,  entered  the  city  of  Salisbury, 
with  two  hundred  horse  well  armed,  in  the  time  of  the  as- 
sizers, and  seized  the  judges  Rolls  and  Nichols,  with  th^ 
sheriff  of  the  county,  whom  they  resolved  to  haiig.    Thej; 
proclaimed  the  king,  and  threatened  violence  to  such  aa 
woald  not  join  them ;  but  the  country  not  coming  in  accord- 
ing to  their  expectations  they  were  intimidated,  and  aftec 
five  or  six  hours  marched  away  into  Dorsetshire,  and  froo^ 
thence  to  Devonshire,  where  captain  Crook  overtook  them^ 
and  with  one  single  troop  of  horse  defeated  and  took  most 
of  them  prisoners;  Penruddock  and  Grove  were  beheade4 
at  Exeter ;  and  some  few  others  were  executed  at  Salisbury^ 
the  place  where  they  had  so  lately  triumphed. 

The  vigilance  of  the  protector  on  this  occasion  is  almost 
incredible ;  he  caused  a  great  many  suspected  lords  and  gen^ 
tlemen  to  be  secured;  he  sent  letters  to  the  justices  of  pe^ce 
in  every  county,  whom  he  bad  already  changed  to  his  mind^ 
commanding  them  to  look.out,  and  secure  all  persons  whq 
should  make  the  least  disturbance.  And  his  private  intelli*- 
gence  of  people's  discourse  and  behaviour,  in  every  corner 
of  the  land,  never  failed. t 

If  the  reader  will  duly  consider  the  danger  arising  frqm 
these  commotions,  and  the  necessity,  of  striking  some,  terror 

«  Clarendon,  vol.  3.  p.  551.  t  Whitelocke,  p.  602, 
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into  the  authors  of  them,  he  will  easily  account  for  the  pro- 
tector^s  severity  against  the  royalists ;  when  therefore  the  in- 
surrection was  quashed,  he  resolved  to  make  the  whole  party 
pay  the  expense ;  and  accordingly,  with  the  consent  of  his 
eouncil,  published  an  order,  *'  that  all  who  had  been  in 
ardfis  for  the  king,  or  had  declared  themselves  of  the  royal 
party^  should  be  decimated ;  that  is,  pay  a  tenth  part  of  their 
estates,  to  support  the  charge  of  such  extraordinary  forces 
as  their  turbulent  and  seditious  practices  obliged  him  to  keep 
iip;  for  which  purpose  commissioners  were  appointed  in 
every  county,  and  considerable  sums  were  brought  into  the 
treasury/'     To  justify  this  extraordinary  procedure,  the 
protector  published  another  declaration ;  in  which  he  com- 
plains of  the  irreconcilableness  of  those  who  had  adhered 
fo  the  king,  towards  all  those  who  had  served  their  couptry 
on  the  side  of  the  parliament ;  that  they  were  now  to  be 
looked  upon  as  public  enemies,  and  to  be  kept  from  being 
able  to  do  mischief,  since  it  sufficiently  appeared  that  they 
Ivere  always  disposed  to  do  all  they  could.     Upon  these  ac- 
counts he  thought  it  highly  reasonable,  and  declares  it  to 
be  his  resolution,  that  if  any  desperate  attempts  were  under- 
taken by  them  for  the  future^  the  whole  party  should  suffer 
for  it. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  religion :  though  the  Presby- 
terian discipline  was  at  alow  ebb,  it  'was  still  the  established 
religion  of  the  nation.  The  provincial  assembly  of  London 
continued  their  sessions  at  Sion* col  lege  every  half  year,  and 
endeavoured  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  ministerial  office. 
Complaint  having  been  made  that  the  pulpit*doors  were  set 
open  to  laymen,  and  gifted  brethren,  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  materials  for  the  vindication  of  the  minis- 
terial character,  which  being  revised  by  the  synod,  was  pub- 
lished this  summer  under  the  title  of  ^^  Jus  Divinum  Mi- 
ttisterii  Evangelici:  or,  the  Divine  Right  of  an  Evangelical 
Ministry,  in  two  parts.  By  the  provincial  assembly  of  Lon- 
don. With  an  appendix,  of  the  judgment  and  practice  of 
antiquity." 

In  the  debates  of  parliament  upon  the  instrument  of  go- 

..   vernment  it  was  observed,  that  by  the  thirty-seventh  article, 

all  who  professed  faith  in  God  by  Jesus  Christ  should  be 

|)rotected  in  their  religion."*^  This  was  interpreted  to  jmply 

•  Bsjcter^s  Life,  part  J.  p.  197. 
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an  agreement  in  fandanieotals.  Upon  w&ich  it  i^as  voted^ 
that  all  should  be  tolerated  or  indulged  wh6  professed  the 
fundamentals  of  Christianity  ;  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  nominate  certain  divines  to  draw  up  a  catalogue  offuo* 
damentals  to  be  presented  to  the  house:  the  committee, 
being  above  fourteen,  named  «ach  of  them  a  divine  ;  among 
others  archbishop  Usher  was  nominated,  but  he  declining 
the  affair,  Mr.  Baxter  was  appointed  in  his  room :  the  rest 
who  acted  were,  ^ 


Dr.  Owen  Mr.  Reyner  Mr.  Vines 

Dr.  Goodwin     Mr.  Nye  Mr.  Manton 

Dr.  Cheynel      Mr.  Sydrach  Simpson    Mr.  Jacomb. 

Mr.  Marshal 

Mr.  Baxter*  would  have  persuaded  his  brethren  to  offer 
the  committee  the  Apostles'  creed,  the  Lord's  prayer,  and 
the  ten  commandments,  alone,  as  containing  the  fundamenr 
tals  of  religion;  but  it,  was  objected,  that  this  would  include 
Socinians  and  Papists.  Mr.  Baxter  replied,  that  it  was  so 
fnuch  fitter  for  a  centre  of  unity  or  concord,  because  it  was 
impossible,  in  his  opinion,  to  devise  a  form  of  words  which 
heiretiics  9VQu)d  not  subscribe,  when  they  had  perverted  them 
to  their  qWcQ  seqse.  These  arguments  not  prevailing,  the 
Allowing  articles  were  presented  to  the  committee,  but  not 
brought  into  the  house ;  under  the  title  of  ^^  The  principles 
of  faith,  presented  by  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  Mr.  Nye,  Mr. 
Sydrach  Simpson,  and  other  ministers,  to  the  committee  of 
parliament  for  religion,.by  way  of  explanation  to  the  pro- 
posals for  propagating  the  gospel." 

.  Ist.  That  the  Holy  Scripture  is  that  rule  of  knowing  God 
lind  living  unto  him,  which  whoso  does  not  believe  canqot 
be  saved.— 2  Thess.  ii.  10—12.  15.  1  Cor.  xv.  1—3.  2  Cor, 
i.  13.  John  V.  39.  2  Peter  ii.  1. 

Sdly.  That  there  is  a  God,  who  is  the  creator,  governor, 
and  judge,  of  the  world,  which  is  to  be  received  by  faith,  and 
every  other  way  of  the  knowledge  of  him  is  insufficient. — 
Heb.  xi.  3.  6.     Rom.  i.  19—22.  1  Cor.  i.  21.  2  Thess.  i.  8. 

3dly.  That  this  God,  who  is  the  creator,  is  eternally  dis- 
tinct from  all  creatures  in  his  being  and  blessedness. — Rom. 
i.  18.  25.     1  Cor.  viii.  5,  6. 

4thly.  That  this  God  is  one  in  three  persons  or  subsist- 
encesw — 1  John  v.  5 — 9,  compared  with  John  viii.  17 — 19. 

*  Life,  part  2.  p.  198. 
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21.    Matt  xxviiL  19^  compared  with  Epliesians  iv.  4'^& 

IJohn  ii.  9S,  23.    2  John  9,  10. 

.    5thly.  That  Jesus  Chrkt  is  the  only  mediator  between 

God  and  man,  without  the  knowledge  of  whom  there  is  do 

salvation. — 1  Tim.  ii.  4 — 6.    8  Tim.  iii.  15«     1  John  ii.  22. 

Acts  ir.  10. 12.     1  Cor.  iii.  10»  11. 

6thly.  That  this  Jesus  Christ  is  the  true  God. — 1  John 
t.29.    Isaiah  xlv.  21— 25. 

7thly.  That  this  Jesus  Christ  is  also  true  man. — 1  John 
iv.  2,  3.    2  John  7. 

8thly.  That  this  Jesus  Chri&t  is  God  and  man  in  one  per* 
son. — 1  Tim.  iii.  16.    Matt.  xvi.  IS — 18. 

dthly.  That  this  Jesus  Christ  is  our  redeemer,  who  by 
paying  a  ransom,  and  bearing  our  sins,  has  made  satis&ction 
for  them.— Isaiah  liii.  11.  1  Pet.  ii.  24,  25.  1  Cor.  xv.  2,  5. 
lTiro.ii.4— 6. 

lOthly.  That  this  same  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  he  that  was 
crucified  at  Jerusalem,  and  rose  again,  and  ascended  into 
heaven. — John  viii.  24.  Acts  iv.  10 — 12.  Acts  x.  38— -43. 
1  Cor.  XV.  2 — 8.    Acts  xxii.  2.    Acts  ii.  36. 

llthly.  That  this  same  Jesus  Christ,  being  the  only  God 
and  man  in  one  person,  remains  for  ever  a  distinct  person 
from  all  saints  and  angels,  notwithstanding  their  union  and 
communion  with  him. — Col.  ii.  8 — 10.  19.     1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

12thly.  That  all  men  by  nature  are  dead  iii  sins  and  tres- 
passes ;  and  no  man  can  be  saved  unless  he  be  born  again> 
repent,  and  believe. — John  iii.  3.  5 — 7.  10.  Acts  xvii.  30^ 
31.  Acts  xxvi.  17—20.  Luke  xxiv.  47.  Acts  xx.  20,  21. 
John  V.  24,  25. 

ISthly.  That  we  are  justified  and  saved  by  grace,  and 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  not  by  works. — Acts  xv.  24,  com** 
pared  with  Gal.  i.  6—9.  Gal.  v.  2.  4,  5.  Rom.  ix.  31—33. 
Rom.  X.  3,  4.  Rom.  i.  16, 17.  Gal.  iii.  11.  Ephes.  ii.  8 
—10. 

I4thly .  That  to  continue  in  any  known  sin,  upon  what  pre- 
tence or  principle  soever,  is  damnable. — Rom.  i.  32.  Rom* 
vi.  1,  2. 15,  16.  1  John,  i.  6. 8.  and  iii.  3—8.  2  Pet.  ii.  19, 
2D.    Rom.  viii.  13. 

15thiyl  That  God  is  to  be  worshipped  according  to  hi« 
own  will ;  and  whosoever  shall  forsake  and  despise  all  the 
duties  of  his  worship  Cannot  be  saved. — Jer.  x.  15.  Psalm 
xiv.  4.    Jude,  18—21.    Rom.  x.  IS. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TEffe  PURITAOTI;  9t 

10thly«  Th&<  tbe  dead  slmll  rite ;  and  that  ihei*e  is  a  day 
of  judgment,  wherein  all  shall  ^ippeat,  some  to  go  into  ever-* 
lasting  life,  and  some  intb  everlasting  condemnation.-^ 
1  Tim.  i.  19,  SO,  compared  with  S  Tim.  ii.  17, 18.  Acts  xvii. 
30,  31.    John  V.  28,  29.     1  Cor.  xv.  19. 

Mr.  Baxter*  says,  Dr.  Owen  worded  these  articles;  that 
Dr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Nye,  and  Mr.  Simpson,  were  his  assist- 
ants; that  Dr.  Cheynel  was  scribe ;  and  that  Mr.  Marshal,  a 
sober  worthy  man,  did  something;  but  that  the  rest  wer^ 
little  better  than  passive.  He  adds,  that  twenty  of  their 
propositions  were  printed,  though  in  my  copy,  licensed  by 
Scobel,  there  are  only  sixteen:  however,  the  parltameni 
being  abruptly  dissolved  they  were  all  boried  in  oblivion. 

It  appears  by  these  articles,  that  these  divines  intended  td 
exclude,  not  only  Deists,  Socinian^,  and  Papists,  but  Ariansj 
Atitinominians,  Quakers,  and  others.  Into  such  diflScuhied 
do  wise  and  good  men  fall,  when  they  usurp  tbe  kingly  officer 
of  Christ,  and  pretend  to  restrain  that  liberty  which  is  thei 
birthright  of  eVery  reasonable  creature.  It  is  an  unwar- 
rantable presuniiption  for  aiiy  number  of  men  to  declare 
what  is  fundamental  in  the  Christian  religidn^  any  farther 
than  the  Scriptures  have  expressly  declared  It.  It  is  one 
thing  to  niaintain  a  doctrine  to  be  true,  and  another  to  de- 
clare, that  without  the  belief  of  it  ho  nian  can  be  saved : 
none  may  say  this  but  God  himself.  Besides,  why  should 
the  civil  magistrate  protect  none  but  those  who  profesd 
feith  in  God  by  Jesus  Christ  i  If  a  colony  of  English  nier4 
chants  should  settle  among  the  Mahometans  or  Chinese^ 
should  we  not  think  that  the  government  of  those  countries 
ought  to  protect  them  in  their  religion  as  long  as  they  in^ 
vaded  no  nian's  property,  and  paid  obedience  and  submission 
to  the  government  under  which  they  lived?  Why  then 
should  Christians  deny  others  the  same  liberty  ? 

The  protector  and  his  council  were  in  more  generous 
sentiments  of  liberty,  as  will  appear  hereafter.t  Mr.  Baxter 
saVs,:]:  the  protector  and  his  friends  gave  out,  that  they  could 
not  understand  what  the  magistrates  had  to  do  in  matters  of 
religion ;  they  thought  that  all  men  should  be  left  to  the 

•  Life,  p.  205. 

"i  '*  Bigotry  (sajs  Dr.  Harris)  made  no  pairt  of  CromwelKs  chatacter:*'  atid  h* 
pfovas  die  trath  of  bia  ataerlion  kjr  a  fall  elaoidalioB  and  a  minute  detail.  Life  uC 
Cromwell,  p.  3t^45. — Ed. 

i  U(;  p.  195. 
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liberty  of  their  own  coDsciences,  and  that  the*  magistrate 
eould  not  interpose  without  ensnaring^  hknself  in  the  guilt 
of  persecution.  And  were  not  these  just  and  noble  senti- 
ments, though  the  parliament  would  not  accept  them  ?  His 
highness  therefore,  in  his  speech  at  their,  dissolution,  re*' 
preaches  them  in  these  words:* — r-"  How  proper  is  it  to 
labour  for  liberty,  that  men  should  not  be  trampled  upon 
fibr  their  consciences !  Have  we  not  lately  laboured  under 
the  weight  of  persecution ;  and  is  it  fiit  then  to  sit  heavy 
upon  others  i  Is  it  ingenuous  to  a^k  liberty,  and  not  to  give 
it  I  What  greater  hypocrisy,  than  for  these  who  were  opr 
pressed  by  the  bishops  to  become  the  greatest  oppressors 
themselves,  so  soon  as  their  yoke  is  removed  ?  I  could  wish^ 
that  they  who  call  for  liberty  now  also,  had  not  too  much  of 
that  spirit,  if  the  power  were  in  their  hands.  As  for  pro- 
fane persons,  blasphemers,  such  as  preach  sedition,  con* 
tentious  railers,  evil-speaker?,  who  seek  by  evil  words  to 
corrupt  good  manners,  and  persons  of  loose  conversation, 
punishment  from  the  civil  magistrate  ought  to  meet  with 
them;  because  if  thesio  pretend  ^on^cience,  yet  walking  dis- 
orderly, and  not  aoeording,  but  contrary,  to  the  gospel  and 
natural  light,  they  are  judged  of  all,  and  their  sins  being 
open,  make  jtbi^m  the  subjept  pf  the  magistrates'  sword,  whq* 
ought  not  to  hear  it  in  vain." — 

AgreeaUe.to  these  principles,  Dr.  Oeorge  Bates,  an  emir 
nent  royalist,  and  agreat  enemy  of  CromwelFs,  writes,  'Vthat* 
the  protector  indulged  the  use  of  the  Common  Prayer  in 
families,  and  in  private  conventicles ;  and  though  the  con-^ 
dition  of  the  church  of  England  was  but  melancholy,  yet 
(says  the  doctor)  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  they  had  a  great 
deal  more  favour  and  indulgence  than  under  the  parlia- 
ment ;  which,  would  never  have  been  interrupted  had  they 
not  insulted  the  protector,  and  forfeited  their  liberty  by 
their  seditious  practices  and  plpttings  against  his  person 
and  government." 

The  approbation  of  public  ministers  had  been  hithertp  re- 
served to  the  several  Presbyteries  in  city  and  country ;  but 
the  protector  observing  some  inconvenience  in  this  method^ 
and  not  being  willing  to  intrust  the  qualification  of  can- 
didates all  over  England  to  a  number  of  Presbjteriahs  only, 
who  might  admit  none  but  those  of  their  own  perstiasioiif 

♦  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  ^07, 
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contiiTl^dl  a  middle  way  of  joining  the  several  parties  toge^ 
tfa^9  and  intrueting  the  affair  with  certain  commissioners  of 
eiiGh  denomination,  men  of  as  known  abilities  and  integrity 
as. any  the  nation  had.*  This  was  done  by  an  ordinance  of 
council  bearing  date  March  SO,  1653 — 4 ;  the  preamble  to 
which  sets  forth,  ^'  that  whereas  for  some  time  past,  there 
had  not  been  any  certain  course  established  for  supplying 
Tacant  places  with  able  and  fit  persons  to  preach  the  gospel, 
by  reason  whereof  the  rights  and  titles  of  patrons  were 
prejudiced,  and  many  weak,  scandalous,  Popish,  and  ill-af- 
fected persons  had  intruded  themselves,  or  been  brought 
HI ;  for  remedy  of  which  it  is  ordained  by  his  highness  the 
lord-protector,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  his  council,  that 
every  person  who  shall,  after  the  25th  of  March,  165i,  be 
presented,  nominated,  chosen,  or  appointed,  to  any  benefice 
with  .care  of  souls,  or  to  any  public  settled  lecture  in  Eng<- 
land  or  Wales,  shall,  before  he  be  admitted,  be  examined 
and  approved  by  the  persons  hereafter  named,  to  be  a 
person,  for  the  grace  of  God  in  him,  his  holy  and  unblama- 
ble conversation,  as  also  for  his  knowledge  and  utterance, 
able  and  fit  to  preach  the  gospeL"t  Among  the  commis« 
sioners  were  eight  or  nine  laymen,  the  rest  ministers;  their 
names  were. 


Francis  Rod«e»  esq. 
Alderman  TilchboarBo 
Mark  Hildesley,  esq, 
Thomas  Wood»  esq. 
Jobd  Sadler,  esq. 
William  GofTe,  esq. 
Thomas  St.  Nicholas,  esq. 
WilKam  Packer,  esq*. 
Edward  Gres.set,  esq. 
SeT.  Dr.  John  Owen 

Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin 

Dr.  Arrowsmith 

Dr.  Tuckney 


RcV.  Dr.  Hoftoi 

Thaokfal  Owen,  M-  A. 
Mr«  Joseph  Car^l 
Mr.  Philip  Nye 
Mr.  Williun  Carter 
Mr.  Sjdrach  Simpson 
Mr.  William  Greenhill 
Mr.  William  Strong 
Dr.  Thomas  Manton 
Mr.  Samuel  Slater 
Mr.  William  Cooper 
Mr.  Stephen  Marshall 
John  Tombes,  B.  D« 


ttet .  Mr.  Waller  Craddock 
Mr.  Samoel  Fairclough 
Mr.  Hogh  Peters 
Mr.  Peter  Sterry 
Mr.  Samuel  Bamford 
Thomas    Valentine,    of 

Chaford,  B.  D. 
Mr.  Henry  Jesse 
Mr.  Obadiah  Sedgwick 
Mr.  Nicholas  Lockyer 
Mr.  Dan.  Dike 

.   Mr.  James  Rassel 
Mr.  Natb.  Campfield. 


These  were  commonly  called  triers;  in  all  thirty-eight; 
of  whom  some  were  Presbyterians,  others  Indepeitdents, 
and  two  or  three  were  Baptists.  Any  five  were  sufficient 
to  approve ;  but  no  number  under  nine  had  power  to  reject 
a  person  as  unqualified.  In  case  of  death,  or  removal  of 
any  of  the  commissioners,  their  numbers  were  to  be  filled 
up  by  the  protector  and  his  council ;  or  by  the  parliament 
if  sitting.     But  some  of  the  Presbyterian  divines  declined 

•  BaxterV  Life,  p.  72.  *t  Scobel,  p.  279. 
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hetimgf  for  waat  of  a  better  aathority ;  or  bum—  tboy  fif 
not  like  the  oompany ;  though  the  authority  was  as  good 
as  any  these  times  eoald  produce  till  the  next  sessions  of 
parliament.*  By  an  ordinance  of  September  8,  1654,  I 
find  the  Rey,  Mr.  John  Howe,  Mr.  John  Bond,  Mr.  Georga 
Griffith  of  the  Charter-house,  Mr.  John  Turner,  and  God- 
frey Bosville,  esq.  added  to  the  commissioners  abo^e 
mentioned. 

To  such  as  were  approved,  the  commissioners  gave  an  in- 
•trument  in  writing  under  a  common  seal  for  that  purpose^ 
by  virtue  of  which  they  were  put  into  as  full  possession  of 
the  living  to  which  they  were  nominated  or  chosen^  as  If 
they  had  been  admitted  by  institution  and  induction. 

It  was  farther  provided,  that  all  who  presented  them* 
selves  for  approbation  should  produce  a  certificate  signed 
1»y  three  persons  at  least  of  known  integrity,  one  of  whom 
to  be  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  in  some  settled  place,  testi- 
fying on  their  personal  knowledge,  the  holy  and  good  eoiN 
Tersation  of  the  person  to  be  admitted;  which  certificate  was 
to  be  registered  and  filed.  And  all  penalties  for  not  sub- 
scribing, or  reading  the  articles  of  religion^  according  to  the 
act  of  IS  Eliz.  were  to  cease  and  be  void. 

And  forasmuch  as  some  persons  might  have  been  pre- 
ferred to  livings  within  the  last  twelvemonth,  when  there 
was  no  settled  method  of  approbation,  the  ordinance  looks 
back,  and  ordains,  ^^  that  no  person  who  had  been  placed  in 
any  benefice  or  lecture  since  April  1, 1653,  should  be  allow- 
ed to  continue  in  it,  unless  be  got  himself  approved  b;  the 
84th  of  June,  or  at  farthest  the  93d  of  July,  1654.'' 

It  is  observable,  that  this  ordinance  provides  no  security 
for  the  civil  government,  the  commissioners  not  being  em- 
powered to  administer  an  path  of  allegiance  or  fidelity  to  the 
protector.  jBy  this  means  some  of  the  sequestered  clergy, 
taking  advantage  of  the  act  of  oblivion  in  1651,  passed  their 
trials  before  the  commissioners  and  returned  to  their  livings. 
The  protector  being  advised  of  this  defect,  by  advice  of  his 
council,  published  an  additional  ordinance,  September  9, 
1654,  requiring  the  commissioners  not  to  give  admission  to 
any  who  bad  been  sequestered  from  their  ecclesiastical  bene** 
fices  for  delinquency,  till  by  experience  of  their  conformity^ 
and  submission  to  the  present  government^bis  highness  and 

•  Seob«l|,p.366. 
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bis  council  should  be  si^isfied  of  their  fitness  to  be  adinttted 
into  ecclesiastical  promotions ;  and  the  same  to  be  sig^fied 
to  the  said  commissioners.*  Both  these  ordinances  were 
confirmed  by  parliament  in  the  year  1656,  with  this  proviso, 
^^  that  the  commissioners  appointed  by  his  highness  in  the 
intervals  of  parliament  should  afterward  be  confirmed  by 
the  succeeding;  parliament."  Another  defect  in  the  ordi- 
nance was,  that  it  did  not  appoint  some  standard  or  rule  for 
the  triers  to  go  by ;  this  would  have  taken  ofl^  all  odium 
from  themselves,  and  prevented  a  great  many  needless  dis^ 
putes ;  but  as  matters  now  stood,  men's  qualifications  were 
perhaps  left  too  much  to  the  arbitrary  opinions  and  voles 
of  the  commissioners.  After  examination  they  gave  the 
candidate  a  copy  of  the  presentation  in  these  words  :f 

**  Know  all  men  by  these  preseitts,  that  the day  of 

in  -the  year there  was  exhibited  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  examination  of  public  ministers,  a  presentation 

of  Mr. to  the  rectory  of ,  in  the  county  of 

' ,  tnade  to  him  by  Mr.  — — ,  the  patron  thereof,  under 

this  hand  and  seal,  together  with  a  testimony  of  his  holy  and 
godly  conversation.  Upon  perusal,  and  due  consideration 
of  the  premises,  and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified, 
as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  qualificatiops  is  re- 
quired, the  commissioners  above  mentioned  have  adjudged 

and  approved  the  said  Mr. to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach 

the  gospel,  and  have  granted  him  admission,  and  do  admit 

the  said  Mr. to  the  rectory  of—-  aforesaid,  to 

be  full  and  pei^fect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof:  and  do 
hereby  sigtiify  to  all  persons  concerned  therein,  that  he  is 
'hereby  entitled  to  all  the  profits  and  perquisites,  and  to  all 
rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said  rectory) 
as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he* had  been  instituted  and  in* 
ducted  according  to  any  Such  laws  and  ciMHoms  as  baVe  ia 
this  case  formerly  been  made  or  used  inthis  tealm.  In  wit- 
ness whereof  they  have  caused  the  common*  seal  to  be  here* 
unto  aflBxed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  J)y  the  hand  of  the 
registrar,  by  bis  highness  in  that  behalf  appointed.    Datefl 

at the day  of in  the  year 

'« (L.  8.)  JoH  N  Nye,  Reg." 

I/oud  complaints  have  been  made  against  these  triers ; 
'Mr.  Collyer  objects  to  there  being  eight  laymen  among  the 

•  Sdob#l.  p.  56^  t  Calamj^  rol.  t,  p«  24T. 
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eonnnissioners^  and  that  any  five  having  power  to  act,  it 
might  sometimes  happen  that  none  but  secular  men  might 
determine  the  qualifications  of  such  who  were  to  preach 
and  administer  the  sacraments. 

Mr.  John  Goodwin,  an  Independent  divine  of  Arminian 
principles,  observes,  the  triers  made  their  own  narrow  Cal- 
vinian  sentiments  in  divinity  the  door  of  admission  to  all 
church-preferments ;  and  that  their  power  was  greater  than 
that  of  the  bishops,  because  the  laws  had  provided  a  remedy 
against  their  arbitrary  proceedings,  by  a  quare  impedit;  or 
if  the  bishop  might  determine  absolutely  of  the  qualified* 
tions  of  the  candidate  or  clerk  to  be  admitted  into  a  liyingi 
yet  these  qualifications  were  sufficiently  specified,  and  par«< 
ticularized  in  the  ecclesiastical  laws  or  canons, and  the  bishop 
might  be  obliged,  by  due  ^course  of  law,  to  assign  the  reasons 
of  his  refusal ;  whereas  the  determinations  of  these  com- 
missioners for  approbation  were  final ;  nor  were  they  obliged 
so  much  as  to  specify  any  reason  for  their  rejecting  any  per- 
son, but  only  their  vote,  not  approved. 

It  was  farther  complained  of  as  a  very  great  hardship, 
that  <<  there  was  but  one  set  of  triers  for  the  whole  nation, 
who  resided  always  at  London,  which  must  occasion  gre^t 
expense,  and  long  journeys,  to  such  as  lived  in  the  remoter 
countries."  But  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  Dr.  Walker 
says,*'  they  appointed  sub-commissioners  in  the  remoter 
countries.  And,  according  to  Mr.  Baxter,  if  any  were  un- 
able to  come  to  London,  or  were  of  doubtful  qualifications^ 
the  commissioners  of  London  used  to  refer  them  to  some 
ministers  in  the  country  where  they  lived;  and  under  their 
testimonial  they  approved  or  rejected  them.  Amidst  such 
variety  of  sentiments  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  please  all 
parties;  when  there  were  no  triers,  the  complaint  was^ 
that  the  pulpiA^oors  were  left  open  to  all  intruders,  and 
now  they  cannot  agree  upon  any  one  method  of  examina- 
tion. And  it  must  be  left  to  every  one's  judgment,  whether 
a  bishop  and  his  chaplain,  or  a  classis  of  presbyters,  or  the 
present  mixture,  of  Jaity  and  clergy,  be  most  eligible. 

The  chief  objeetions  against  these  triers  has  been  to  the 
manner  of  executing  their  powers.  Bishop  Kennet  says,t 
^'  that  this  holy  inquisition  was  turned  into  a  snare  to  catch 
men  of  probity,  and  sense,  and  sound  divinity,  and  to  let 

.♦  W*lktr^p.  17?.      ;.  t  Compiele  History  p,  «09. 
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none  escape  but  ignorant,  bold,  canting  fellows ;  for  these 
triers  (says  the  bishop)  asked  few  or  no  questions  in  know- 
ledge or  learning,  but  only  about  conversion,  and  the  grace 
of  God  in  the  heart,  to  which  the  readiest  answers  would 
arise  from  infatuation  in  some,  and  the  trade  of  hypocrisy 
in  others.  By  this  means  the  rights  of  patronage  were  at 
their  pleasure,  and  the  character  and  abilities  of  divines 
whatever  they  pleased  to  make  them,  and  churches  were 
filled  with  little  creatures  of  the  state.*'  But  the  bishop  has 
produced  no  examples  of  this ;  nor  were  any  of  these  canting 
little  creatures  turned  out  for  insufficiency  at  the  Restora- 
tion. Dr.  George  Bates,  an  eminent  royalist,  with  a  little 
more  temper  and  truth,  says,  ^^  that  they  inquired  more 
narrowly  into  their  affection  to  the  present  government,  and 
into  the  internal  marks  and  character  of  the  grace  of  God 
in  their  heart,  than  into  their  learning;  by  which  means 
many  ignorant  laics,  mechanics,  and  pedlars,  were  admitted 
to  livings,  when  persons  of  greater  merit  were  rejected." 
But  it  may  be  observed  again,  that,  ignorant  as  they  were, 
not  one  of  the  mechanics  or  pedlars  who  conformed  at  the 
Restoration  was  ejected  for  insufficiency.  When  the  com- 
missioners  had  to  do  with  persons  of  known  learning,  sobriety, 
reputed  orthodoxy;  and  a  peaceable  behaviour,  they  made 
but  little  inquiry  into  the  marks  of  their  conversion ;  as  ap- 
pears from  the  example  of  Mr.  Fuller  the  historian,  who 
being  presented  to  a  living  was  approved  by  the  triers, 
without  giving  any  other  evidence  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
iiim  than  this,  that  be  made  conscience  of  his  thoughts. 

Dr.  Walker  has  published  the  examinations  of  two  or 
three  clergymen,  who  were  notorious  for  their  malignity 
and  disaffection  to  the  government,  whom  the  commissioners 
puzzled  with  dark  and  abstruse  questions  in  divinity,  that 
they  might  set  them  aside,  without  encountering  their  politi- 
cal principles;  for  when  they  had  private  intimations  of 
notorious  malignants  to  come  before  them,  they  frequently 
had  recourse  to  this  method ;  though  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
upon  some  other  occasions,  they  might  lay  too  great  stress 
upon  the  internal  characters  of  regeneration,  the  truth  of 
which  depends  entirely  upon  the  integrity  of  the  respondent. 
But  I  believe  not  a  single  instance  can  be  produced,  of  any 
who  were  rejected  for  insufficiency  without  being  first  con- 
.  victed  either  of  immorality,  of  obnoxious  sentiments  in  the 
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Socinian  or  Pelagian  controversy,  er  of  disaffection  to  tbe 
present  governoient.  Mr.  Sadler,  who  was  presented  to  a 
living  in  Dorsetshire^  but  rejected  by  the  triers,  published 
bis  examination  in  a  pamphlet,  which  he  calls  Inquisitio 
Anglicana,  wherein  he  endeavours  to  expose  the  commis- 
sioners in  a  very  contemptuous  manner;  but  Mr.  John  Nye» 
clerk  to  the  commissioners,  followed  him  with  an  answer, 
entitled,  "  Sadler  examined ;  or,  his  disguise  discovered ;'' 
shewing  the  gross  mistakes  and  most  notorious  iaisehoods 
in  his  dealings  with  the  commissioners  for  approbation  of 
public  preachers,*  in  his  Inquisitio  Anglicana.  To  which 
Mr.  Sadler  never  replied. 

Doctor  George  Bates  and  Dr.  Walker  have  charged  the 
triers  with  simony,  upon  no  other  proof,  but  that  Hugh 
Peters  said  once  to  Mr.  Camplin,  a  clergyman  of  Somerset- 
shire, upon  his  applying  to  him,  by  a  friend,  for  dispatch, 
"  Has  thy  friend  any  money  ?"  A  slender  proof  of  so  heavy 
a  charge.  They  who  are  acquainted  with  the  jocose  coq*- 
versation  of  Hugh  Peters,  will  not  wonder  at  auch  an  ex- 
pression. But  I  refer  the  reader  back  to  the  names  and  dia- 
racters  of  the  commissioners,  most  of  whom  were  men  of  un- 
questionable probity,  for  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  calumny. 
.  No  doubt  the  triers  did  commit  sundry  mistakes,  which 
it  was  hardly  possible  to  avoid  in  their  station.  I  am  far  from 
vindicating  all  their  proceedings ;  they  had  a  difficult  work 
on  their  hands,  lived  in  times  when  the  extent  of  Christiaa 
liberty  was  not  well  understood,  had  to  deal  with  men  of 
different  principles  in  religion  and  politics;  and  those  who 
were  not  approved,  would  of  course  complain.  Had  this 
power  been  lodged  with  the  bishops  of  these  times,  or  their 
chaplains ;  or  with  the  high  Presbyterians,  would  they  not 
have  had  their  shibboleth,  for  which  ill-natured  men  mi^ht 
have  called  them  a  holy  inquisition  ?  But  Mr.  Baxter  has 
given  a  very  fair  and  candid  account  of  them ;  his  words  are 
these,  ''  Because  this  assembly  of  triers  is  most  heavily 
accused  and  reproached  by  some  men,  I  shall  speak  the  truth 
of  them,  and  suppose  my  word  will  be  taken,  because  most 
of  them  took  me  for  one  of  their  boldest  adversaries :  the 
truth  is,  though  their  authority  was  null,  and  though  some 
few  over-rigid  and  over-busy  Independents  among  them 
were  too  severe  against  all  that  were  Arminians,  and  too 

•  Atbenk  Oxon.  vol,  2.  p.  370. 
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partictilar  in  inquiring  after  evidences  of  sanctificatioh  in 
those  whom  they  examined;  and  somewhat  too  lax  in  ad- 
mitting of  unlearned  and  erroneous  men,  that  favoured 
Antimonianism  or  Anabaptism  ;  yet,  to  give  them  their  dae« 
they  did  abundance  of  good  to  tfa&«  church.     They  saved 
many  a  congregation  from   ignorant,   ungodly,   drunken 
teachers,  that  s6rt  of  men  who  intend  no  more  in  the  minis- 
try than  to  isay  a  sermon,  as  readers  say  their  common 
prayers  on  Sunday^  and  all  the  rest  of  the  week  go  with  the 
people  to  the  alehouse,  and  harden  them  in  sin ;  and  that 
8ort  of  ministers  who  either  preached  against  a  holy  life, 
or  preached  as  men  that  were  never  acquainted  with  it; 
these  they  iisually  rejected,  and  in  their  stead  admitted  of 
any  that  were  able,  serious  preachers,  and  lived  a  godly  life, 
of  what  tolerable  opinion  soever  they  were ;  so  that  though 
inany  of  them  were  a  little  partial  for  the  Independents^ 
separatists,  fifth  monarchy  men,  and  Anabaptists,  and  against 
the  Prelatists  and  Arminians,  yet  so  great  was  the  benefit 
above  the  hurt  which  they  brought  to  the  church,  that  many 
thousands  of  souls  blessed  God  for  the  faithful  ministers 
whom  they  let  in,  and  grieved  when  the  Prelatists  afterward 
cast  them  out  again."* 

The  commissioners  were  not  empowered  to  look  farther 
back  than  one  year  before  the  date  of  the  ordinance  that 
constituted  them.  All  who  were  in  possession  of  livings 
before  that  time  were  out  of  their  reach ;  nor  would  the 
protector  have  given  these  any  disturbance,  had  be  not  re* 
ceived  certain  information  of  their  stirring  up  the  people, 
to  join  the  insurrection  that  was  now  on  foot  for  the  resto- 
ration  of  the  king.  They  continued  sitting  at  Whitehall 
till  the  protector's  death,  or  the  year  1659,  and  were  then 
discontinued. 

But  to  humble  the  clergy  y^t  fkrther,  and  kept  them 
within  the  bounds  of  their  spiritual  function,  his  highness, 
by  tbe  advice  of  his  council,  published  an  ordinance,  bearing 
date  August  28,  1654,  entitled,  '^  An  ordinance  for  ejecting 
scandalous,  ignorant,  and  insufficient  ministers  and  school- 
masters.'^ The  ordinance  appoitits  and  nominates  certain 
lay-commissioners  for  every  county,  and  joins  with  them  ten 
or  more  of  the  gravest  and  mdst  noted  ministers,  as  their 
assistants,  and  empowers  any  five  or  more  of  them,  to  call 

*  Baxter's  Life,  p.  7«. 
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before  thetn  any  public  preacher,  lecturer,  parson,  Ticar, 
curate,  or  schoolmaster,  who  is  or  shall  be  reputed  ignorant, 
scandalous,  insufficient,  or  negligent;  and  to  receive  all 
articles  or  charges  that  shall  be  exhibited  against  them  on 
this  account ;  and  to  proceed  to  the  examination  and  deter- 
mination  of  such  offences,  accordii^to  the  following  rules.* 

^'  Such  ministers  and  schoolmasters  shall  be  accounted 
scandalous  in  their  lives  and  conversations,  as  shall  hold  or 
maintain  such  blasphemous  or  atheistical  opinions,  as  are 
punishable  by  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  against  several  blas- 
phemous and  atheistical  opinions,'  &c.  or  that  shall  be  guilty 
of  profane  swearing  and  cursing,  perjury,  and  subornation 
of  perjury ;  such  as  maintain  any  Popish  opinions,  required 
to  be  abjured  by  the  oath  of  abjuration ;  or  are  guilty  of 
adultery,  fornication,  drunkenness,  common  haunting  of 
taverns  or  alehouses ;  frequent  quarrellings  or  fightings ; 
frequent  playing  at  cards  or  dice;  profaning  of  the  sabbath; 
or  that  do  allow  and  countenance  the  same  in  their  families, 
or  in  their  parishes.  Such  as  have>  frequently  read  or  used 
the  Common  Prayer-book  in  public  since  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary last;  or  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  do  the  same. 
Such  as  publicly  and  pro&nely  scoff  at  the  strict  profession 
or  professors  of  godliness.  Such  as. encourage  or.  counte- 
nance Whitsun-ales,  wakes,  morriee-danciog,  may*poles, 
stage-plays,  or  such-like  licentious  practices.  Such  as  have 
declared,  or  shall  declare,  by  writing,  preaching,  or  other- 
wise publishing,  their  disaffection  to  the  present  government. 

^^  Such  ministers  shall  be  accounted  negligent^  as  omit 
the  public  exercise  of  preaching  and  praying  on  the  Lord's 
day  (not  being  hindered  by  necessary  absence  or  infirmity 
of  body) ;  or  that  are  or  shall  be  nonresidents.  Such  school- 
masters shall  be  accounted  negligent  as  absent  themselves 
from  their  schools,  and  wilfully  neglect  to  teach  their  scholars. 

^^  Such  ministers  or  schoolmasters  shall  be  accounted  igno- 
rant and  insufficient,  as  shall  be  so  declared  and  adjudged  by 
the  commissioners  in  every  county,  or  anyXye  of  them,  toge- 
ther with  five  of  the  ministers  mentioned  in  the  ordinance." 

The  lay-commissioners  were  to  proceed  upon  oath,  both 
for  and  against  the  person  accused;  but  in  cases  of  igno- 
rance or  insufficiency,  they  were  to  be  joined  by  five  of  the 
assistant  clergy  at  least ;  and  if  ten  of  the  commissioners, 

♦  ScolwJ,  p.  335.  340. 
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whereof  five  to  be  ministers,  gave  it  under  their  hands, 
that  the  party  was  ignorant  or  insufficient^  then  the  said 
minister  or  schoolmaster  was  to  be  ejected,  and  the  said 
judgment  entered  in  a  register-book  with  the  reason  thereof. 
After  ejectment,  the  party  might  not  preach  or  teach  school 
in  the  parish  from  whence  he  was  ejected ;  but  convenient 
time  was  to  be  allowed  for  his  removal>  and  the  fifths  re- 
served fi)r  the  support  of  his  family.  The  rightful  patron 
was  to  present  to  the  vacant  living  an  approved  preacher ; 
and  in  case  of  lapse  it  fell  to  the  protector  and  his  council. 

This  ordinance  being  confirmed  by  the  parliame;jit  of 
1656,  gave  great  offence  to  the  old  clergy ;  Mr.  Gatford, 
the  sequestered  rector  of  Denington,  published  a  pamphlet, 
entitled  ^' A  petition  for  the  vindication  of  the  use  of  Com- 
mon Prayer, ftc."  occasioned  by  the  late  ordinance  for  ejecting 
scandalous  ministers  ;  as  also  thirty-seven  queries  concern- 
ing the  said  ordinance;  which  he  presented  to  the  parliament, 
which  met  September  3, 1654 ;  but  they  took  no  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  Gatford  observes,  that  the  protector  and  his  council 
had  no  legal  authority  to  make  this  or  any  other  ordinance 
without  consent  of  a  parliament :  whereas  the  instrument 
of  government  empowered  them  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  the  state,  by  making  laws  till  the  parliament  should  meet. 
He  observes  farther,  that  such  a  proceeding  must  justify  his 
late  majesty  and  council  in  all  their  illegal  proceedings 
before  the  civil  wa:rs;  that  it  would  justify  the  high-com- 
mission court ;  and  that  by  the  same  authority,  an  ordinance 
might  be  published  to  eject  freeholders  out  of  their  estates. 

He  complains,  that'  the  power  of  the  commissioners  is 
final,  and  admits  of  no  appeal ;  that  it  looks  back  to  crimes 
antecedent  to  the  law  for  a  twelvemonth  ;  whereas  it  ought 
only  to  declare,  that  for  the  future  such  offences  shall  be 
punished  with  deprivation. 

That  the  commissioners  who  were  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  th^  clergy  were  all  laymen,  the  ministers  being  called 
in  only  in  cases  of  ignorance  and  insufficiency ;  that  the 
ordinance  admits  of  the  oath  of  one  witness,  provided  it  be 
supported  with  other  concurrent  evidence,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 

That  some  crimes  in  the  ordinance  were  none  at  all,  and 
others  of  a  very  doubtful  nature  ;  as  how  often  a  minister 
omitting  to  pray  and  preach  in  his  pulpit  should  render 
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him  negligent;  and  what  should  be  deemed  nonresidencd^ 
Above  all,  he  complains  that  the  public  reading  of  the 
Common  Prayer  should  be  ranked  with  the  sias  of  swearinj; 
and  drunkenness,  and  be  an  evidence  of  a  scandalous  life  and 
conversation ;  which  observation  was  unquestionably  just. 

To  give  the  reader  an  example  or  two  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners:  those  for  Berkshire  summoned  Dn 
Pordage,  rector  of  Bradfield^  to  appear  before  them-  at 
Speen ham-Land,  near  Newbury,  to  answer  to  divers  arti- 
cles of  blasphemy  and  heresy.    After  several  days'  hearing, 
and  witnesses  produced  on  both  sides,  the  commissioners 
determined  December  8^  1654,  that  the  said  doctor  was 
guilty  of  denying  the  Deity  of  Christ ;  the  merits  c^  his 
precious  blood  and  passion ;  and  several  other  such-like 
opinions.     It  is  farther  declared  under  the  hands  of  six  of 
the  commissioners,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  ministers 
their  assistants,  that  the  said  doctor  was  ignorant,  and  in-* 
sufficient  for  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  it  is  therefore  or-r 
dered,  that  the  said  doctor  be  and  he  is  hereby  ejected  out 
of  the  rectory  of  Bradfield,  and  the  profits  thereof;  but  the 
said  commissioners  do  grant  him  time,  till  the  3d  of  Febru- 
ary to  remove  himself,  his  family,  his  goods  and  chattels, 
out  of  the  said  parsonage-house ;  and  farther  time  to  remove 
his  corn  out  of  the  barns,  till  theSSd  of  March* 

The  Oxford  historian  says,  this  Pondage  was  a  doctor  by 
Gharientismus,  and  had  been  preacher  ^f  St.  lAwxen^er 
church  in  Reading  before  he  came  to  Bradfield.1''  Thatli^^. 
was  a  mystic  enthusiast,  and  used  to  talk  of  the  fiery.  Deity 
of  Christ  dwelling  in  the  soul,  and  mixing  itself  with  our 
flesh.f  He  dealt  much  in  astrology,  and  pretended  to  con- 
verse with  the  world  of  spirits*  After  his  ejectment  he 
wrote  against  the  commissioners  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  In* 
nocency  appearing;  which  was  answered  by  Mr.  Christo^ 
pher  Fowler,  vicar  of  St.  Mary,  Reading,  in  his  Dominium 
Meridianuni.  However,  the  doctor  was  restored  to  his  liv** 
ing  at  Bradfield  at  the  Restoration. 

•  Atlieme  Ox  on.  vol.  ST.  p.  450. 

t  Af  r,  Neal  is  not  correct  here.  For^  as  Dr.  Grej  obserres,  tbis  passage  is  not  in 
the  Oxford  bistorian.  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Neal  took  this  charge  agdnst  Dr.  Por- 
dage,  either  from  his  oarratiye  of  the  propeadings  of  the  commissioners,  or  fycm  Mr^ 
Fowlpr's  animadversions :  though,  by  not  specifying  his  author,  the  reader  is  (ed  to 
suppose  that  the  whole  paragraph  is  grounded  on  the  representation  of  the  Oxford 
historiao.  He,  it  should  be  also  aotioed,  does  not  ascribe  a  skill  in  astrology  to  Drw 
Pordage ;  bnt  says,  that  "  Mr.  Ashmale  commended  him  for  bis  knowledge  is,  ar 
great  dfeetion  t^,  astronomy." — En. 
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The  Wiltshire  commissioners  summoBed  Mn  Walter 
Bushnel,  vicar  of  Box  near  Malmesbury,  before  them >  to 
ans$ver  to  a  charge  of  drunkenness,  profanation  of  the 
8.abbath^  gnqaing,  and  disafiectioq  to  the  government;* 
^nd  after  a  full  hearing,  and  proof  upon  oath^  they  ejected 
him.  The  vicar  prepared  for  the  press,  ^^  A  narrative  of 
the  proceiediqgs  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  O. 
Cromwell  for  ejecting  scandalous  and  ignorant  ministers/in 
thecasQ  of  Walter  Bushnel/'  &c.  but  it  was  not  printed  till 
the  king's  restoration ;  and  even  then  the  commissioners 
did  themselves  justice  in  a  reply,  which  they  entitled,  "A 
vindication  of  the  Marlborough  commissioners,  by  the  com-< 
missioners  themselves."  And  Dr.  Chambers,  who  was  re- 
proached by  the  said  Bushnel,  did  himself  justice  in  a  dis- 
tinct vindi^tion.  However^  the  vicar  was  restored  to 
bis  vicarage  in  a  lump  with  the  rest  at  the  Restoration. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  industrious  Dr.  Walker  says,  he 
can  find  no  footsteps  of  the  numbers  of  the  clergy  that  were 
ejected  by  the  commissioners,  though  he  imagines  they 
might  be  considerable.  But  I  am  well  satis6ed  there  were 
none  of  any  considerable  character ;  for  there  were  not  a 
gneat  many  zealous  loyalists  in  livings  at  this  time ;  and 
those  that  were  had  the  wisdom  to  be  silent  about  public 
affairs,  while  they  saw  the  eyes  of  the  government  were 
upon  them  in  every  corner  of  the  land.  The  commissioners 
continued  to  act  till  some  time  after  the  protector's  death, 
and  were  a  greater  terror  to  the  fanatics  and  visionaries  of 
those  times^  than  to  the  regular  clergy  of  any  denomination. 
The  protector  and  his  council  passed  another  ordinance, 
August  30,  for  the  Service  of  Wales,  appointing  sir  Hugh 
Owen,  and  about  eighteen  other  commissioners,  for  the  six 
counties  of  South  Wales,  with  the  county  of  Monmouth  ; 
and  Matthew  Morgan,  with  about  twelve  other  commis- 
sioners, for  the  six  counties  of  North  Wales ;  any  three  of 
which  were  empowered  to  call  before  them  all  such  who, 
by  authority  of  the  act  fpr  propagating  the  gospel  in  Wales, 
had  received  qr  disposed  of  any  of  the  profits  of  the.recto^ 
icles^  vicarages,,  &c.  in  that  principality ;  and  to  give  an  ac- 
count upon  oath,  of  all  such  rents  and  profits  ^  and  the  sur- 

^  This  last,  Drl^Gfey  supposes,  was  Ihe  main  reason ;  for  Wooil  says,  *J  he  eon- 
tioned  at  Box  in  good  eHte«m  the  greatest  part  of  the  interrupted  times,  but  was  at 
length  fjceted  from  his  Hving  in  the  reign  of  Oliver."  ^t^eBseOxon,  rol.  2«  p.  373. 
—Ed. 
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plus  money  in  the  bands  of  the  eommissionerai  to  be  paid 

into  the  exchequer** 

To  set  this  affair  before  the  reader  in  one  view :  the  prin-> 
cipality  of  Wales,  by  reason  of  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
and  the  small  endowments  of  church-livings,  was  nevc^r  well 
supplied  with  a  learned  or  pious  clergy ;  the  people  were 
generally  very  ignorant,  and  only  one  remove  fipom  Hea- 
thens. In  1641  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  king  and 
parliament^  which  declares,  that  there  Were  not  so  many 
conscientious  and  constant  preachers  in  Wales  as  there 
were  counties  ;  and  that  these  were  either  silenced  or  much 
persecuted.f  The  civil  wars  had  made  their  condition 
worse  ;  for  as  they  generally  adhered  to  the  king,  and  re- 
ceived great  numbers  of  Irish  Papists  into  their  country, 
their  preachers  went  into  his  majesty's  service,  or  fled  from 
their  cures,  when  the  parliament-forces  took  possession  of 
it.  After  the  king's  death  the  parliament  passed  the  or- 
dinance already  mentioned,  for  the  better  propagating  of 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  Wales,  and  for  ejecting  scan- 
dalous ministers  and  schoolmasters,  and  for  redress  of  some 
grievances ;  it  bears  date  February  22,  1649,  and  empow- 
ers the  commissioners  therein  mentioned,  or  any  twelve 
of  them,  to  receive  and  dispose  of  all  and  singular  rents, 
issues,  and  profits,  of  all  ecclesiastical  livings,  impropria- 
tions, and  glebe-lands,  within  the  said  counties,  which  then 
were  or  afterward  should  be  under  sequestration,  or  in  the 
disposal  of  the  parliament,  and  out  of  them  to  order  and 
appoint  a  constant  yearly  maintenance  for  such  persons  as 
should  be  recommended,  and  approved  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  or  education  of  children ;  and  for  such  other 
ministers  as  were  then  residing  in  the  said  counties.  The 
ordinance  to  continue  in  force  for  three  years,  from  March 
25,1650. 

By  virtue  of  this  ordinance  many  clergymen  were  ejected, 
but  not  all,  for  in  Montgomeryshire  eleven  or  twelve  re- 
mained, as  did  several  in  other  counties ;  but  all  who  were 
ejected  for  manifest  scandal. j:  Afterward  complaints  being 
made,  that  the  people  were  turning  Papists  or  Heathens, 
for  want  of  the  word  of  God,  several  were  sent  into  Mont- 
gomeryshire, where  there  were  at  least  sixteen  preachers, 

«  SfM>beI,  p.  347.  f  CaUm^'i  Com.  ofCluireh  and  Disstnttrs,  p.  47,«oU. 

X  Ibid.  p.  47. 
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of  which  ten  were  UDiversity-men^  the  meanest  of  whom 
were  approved  and  settled  in  parishes  at  the  Restoration. 
The  commissioners  were  empowered  to  examine  into  the 
behaviour  of  such  as  were  reputed  ignorant,  insufficient, 
nonresident,  scandalous,  or  enemies  to  the  present  govern- 
ment. And  it  being  impossible  to  fill  up  the  vacant  livings 
with  such  as  could  preach  in  the  Welsh  language,  the  re- 
venues were  to  be  collected  and  brought  into  a  common 
treasury,  out  of  which  100/.  per  annum  was  to  be  given  to 
sundry  itinerant  preachers  in  each  county. 

Dr.  Walker  says,  that,  from  the  account  drawn  up  by 
the  commissioners  themselves  in  April  1653,  it  appears  that 
there  had  been  ejected  in  South  Wales,  and  Monmouthshire, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  ministers ;  that  is,  fifty-six 
from  the  year  1645  to  the  time  when  this^act  took  place, 
and  one  hundred  and .  nineteen  by  the  present  commission- 
ers. Mr.  Vavasor  Powel,  who  had  a  chief  hand  in  the  se- 
questrations, says,  that  by  virtue  of  this  act  between  fifty 
and  sixty  of  the  old  clergy  were  dispossessed  of  their  livings 
when  he  wrote.  Upon  the  whole,  the  commissioners,  who 
continued  to  act  as  long  as  the  protector  lived,* charge 
themselves  with  between  three  hundred  and  twenty  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty  several  and  distinct  livings ;  but 
there  could  not  be  an  equal  number  of  sequestered  clergy- 
men, because  in  the  compass  of  seven  years  a  great  many 
must  die ;  some  fled,  or  were  killed  in  the  wars ;  in  many 
parishes  the  tithes  were  not  duly  paid  by  reason  of  the  con- 
fusion of  the  times,  and  the  livings  being  being  but  from 
5  to  10. or  20L  B,  year,  most  of  the  incumbents  were  plu- 
ralists.  It  is  computed  that  about  one  half  of  the  church 
lands  and  revenues  in  the  principality  of  Wales,  by  the  se- 
veral accidents  of  death,  desertion,  sequestration,  &c.  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  government  before  the  expiration  of 
this  ordinance  in  1653,  the  profits  of  which,  if  duly  collected 
and  paid,  must  amount  to  a  very  considerable  sum.  There 
were  thirteen  counties  in  North  and  South  Wales  within 
the  limits  of  the  commission  ;  but  the  largest  sum  that  the 
sequestrators  and  agents  charge  themselves  with  for  the 
county  of  Brecknock,  in  any  one  year,  till  the  year  1658, 
when  the  propagation  had  subsisted  eight  years,  is  1,543/. 
by  which  the  reader  may  make  a  tolerable  computation  of 
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the  whole;  iiBdif  we  may  believe  Mr.  Wbitelocke,*.  who 
lived  through  these  timeS)  in.  the  year  1653  there  were  one 
handred  and  fifty  good  preachers  in  the  thirteen  Welsh  coun- 
ties, niost  pf  whom  preached  three  or  four  times  a  week ; 
that  in  every  market-town  there  was  a  schoolmaster,  and 
in  most  great  towns  two  able,  learned,  and  university  men ; 
an4  that  the  tithes  were  all  employed  to  the  uses  directed 
by  a^t  of  parliameat^t  there  can  be  no  great  reason  to  conh- 
plain  of  the  negligence  of  the  commissioners. 

The  crimes  foe  which  the  old  clergy  were  ejected,  were, 
malignancy,  insufficiency,  drunkenness,  and  negligence  of 
their  cures*  Mr.  Vavasor  Powel  says,  that  of  all  the  men 
th^y  bad  put  out  in  North  Wales,  he  knew  not  any  that 
had  thf)  power  of  godliness,  and  very  few  the  form ;  bot 
thut  most  of  them  were  unpreaching  curates,  or  scandalous 
19  their  morals.  The  commissioners  affirm,  that  of  the 
sixteen  they  had  dispossessed  in  Cardiganshire,  there  were 
but  three  that  were  preachers,  and  those  most  scandalous 
liver$(.  And  Mr.  Baxter  admits,  that  they  were  all  weak, 
and  bad  enough  for  the  most  part.  But  the  writers  on  the 
other  ^ide  fiay,  that  the  commissioners  had  no  regard  to 
ability  in  preaching,  or  sobriety  in  conversation.  And  Dr. 
Walker  thinks,  the  sequestered  Welsh  clergy  need  no 
other  vindication  than  to  let  the  world  know,  that  many  of 
th^m  were  graduates  in  the  university ;  as  if  every  graduate 
must  of  course  be  posJsessed  of  all  ministerial  qualifications. 
There  might  possibly  be  some  few  pious  and  industrious 
preachers  among  the  ejected  Welsh  clergy ;  but  they  who 
will  argue  very  strenuously  in  favour  of  the  body  of  them, 
must  know  very  little  of  the  country,  or  their  manner  of  life. 

It  wasiBot  in  the  power  of  the  commissioners  to  find  a 
i^ti^f^ion  of  pious  and  learned  preachers  in  the  Welsh 
language;  but  to  remedy  this  in  the  best  manner  they 
^CHild,  they  appointed  six  itinerant  preachers  of  university 

?  Memor.  p.  518. 

t  These  uses  and  the  proportions  of  ^fa&  appropriation  were. 99  fpUowfi:  yiz.  Tbt 
tithes  were  divided  into  six  parts ;  one  of  which  went  to  the  ejected  ministers ;  a 
second,  to  other  settled  and  itinerant  ministers ;  a  third  to  maintain  schools,  of  some 
of  which  the  ejected  roinpters  and  their  sons  were  masters ;  a  fpfirth  tp  the  widowf 
and  children  of  the  ejected  ministers  f  a  fifth  to  nnder-officers,  as  treasarers,  solicit-^ 
ors,  8e<]pies(rators,  &c. ;  and  a  sixth  to  the  widows  of  ministers  deceased.  Wfaite- 
leck^'s ^^^' P> ^]^.'>  Calamj's  Ci^^rcl)  an^  Dissenters  Compared, p.  i?^ nQt**— -Bv* 
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edacation  for  each  eounty,  to  whom  they  allowed  lOOJ.  a 
year ;  besides  w^ich,  they  sent  out  thirty-two  ministers^  of 
whom  t wen tyr four  were  university-men,  and  some  of  the 
rest  gaoi  scholars ;  but  these  were  two  few  for  the  work, 
though  they  were  indefiUigable  ia  their  labours.  To  sup- 
ply what  was  farther  wanting*  they  a^piproved  of  several 
gifted  kiymen,  members  of  churches,  to  travel  into  the 
neighbourhood,  and  assist  the  people's  devotions,  and  to 
these  they  allowed  from  17  to  SO/,  per  annum.  In  an  arti- 
cle of  the  sequestrators'  accounts  there  appears  340/.  per 
annum  distributed  among  godly  members  of  the  church  of 
lianvacles,  and  Mynthibts  Lioyn,  who  had  been  sent  out  to 
exerdse  their  gifts  among  the  Welsh  mountaineersi  and  to. 
help  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Many  others  of  the 
same  quality  were  approved  by  the  coroimissioners,  who 
went  through  great  difficulties  and  hardships  in  their  work. 
Mr.  Powel  says,  that  some  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  had 
been  converted  and  reformed  by  the  propagators.*  But 
after  all,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  at  first  the  number  of 
itinerants,  both  scholars  and  others^  was  by  no  means  equal 
to  their  work  ;  the  parishes  in  that  mountainous  :  country 
are  large  and  wide,  and  there  being  but  one  itinerant  to 
several  of  those  parishes,  the  people  must  have  been  neg- 
lected, and  their  children  too  much  without  instruction ; 
but  this  was  owing  to  the  neces&it^  of  thie  times.. 

When  the  commissioners  had.  acted  about  two  years,  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  parliament  by  the  inhabitants 
of  South  Wales,  signed  by  above  a  thousand  hands,  in 
favour  of  the  old  ejected  clergy,  setting  forth  the  numbers 
that  had  been  dispossessed,  and  the  want  of  a  competent 
number  of  preachers  in  their  places,  upon  which  account 
the  country  was  reduced  to  a  very  miserable,  condition. 
They  therefore  pray  the  house  to  take  some  course  for  a 
future  supply  of  godly  and  able  preachers ;  and  to  call 
those  persons  to  account  who  had  received  all  the  pro- 
fits of  church-livings  into  their  hands.f  The  house  re- 
ceived the  petition,  and  referred  it  to  the  committee  for 
plundered  ministers,  who  were  empowered  to  examine  wit- 
nesses, '^nd  to  authorize  other  commissioners  in  the  country 
to  examine  witnesses  upon  oath,  touching  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  petition.    The  committee  ordered  the  com- 

•  Calwnj'i  Comp.  p.  48.  t  Wtlkt r,  p.  168. 
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missioners  to  bring  in  their  accounts  in  a  month's  time^ 
which  they  did  accordingly.  And  the  petitioners  were  or* 
dered  to  deliver  in  the  particulars  on  which  the  desired  wit-^ 
nesses  might  be  examined  within  two  days  ;  bat  not  being 
provided,  they  desired  liberty  to  make  good  their  allegations 
in  the  country ;  to  which  the  commissioners  willingly  agreed. 
But  this  taking  up  some  time,  the  long-parliament  was  dis- 
solved, and  the  prosecution  of  this  inquiry  suspended  for 
the  present ;  but  as  soon  as  the  protector  was  fixed  in  his 
government,  he  published  an  ordinance,  August  SO,  1654, 
to  bring  the  propagators  to  an  account ;  pursuant  to  which 
the  sequestrators  aiid  treasurer  for  South  Wales  delivered 
in  their  accounts  for  the  years  1650,  1651,  165S,  which  was 
all  the  time  the  ordinance  continued  in  force ;  and  the  com- 
missioners  appointed  by  the  protector  having  received  and 
examined  them,  after  a  full  inquiry  allowed  and  passed 
them,  August  10,  1655. 

It  is  hard  to  read  with  temper  the  reproaches  cast  upon 
these  commissioners  by  our  angry  historians,  who  have 
charged  them  with  all  manner  of  corruption,  as  if  they  had 
got  great  estates  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  church,  though 
without  producing  a  single  example.  Mr.  Powel,  who  took 
more  pains  among  them  than  any  man  of  his  time,  declares, 
that  he  never  received  for  all  his  preaching  in  Wales,  by 
salary,  above  6  or  700/.  that  he  never  had  any  thing  from 
the  tithes.  And  whereas  it  was  said,  that  he  had  enriched 
himself  by  purchasing  some  thousands  a  year  of  crown-lands, 
he  protests,  that  he  never  purchased  above  70/.  a  year,  which 
he  lost  at  the  Restoration.*  And  if  Mr.  Powel  did  not 
enrich  himself,  I  apprehend  none  of  his  brethren  could. 
Besides,  if  this  had  been  true,  the  protector's  commissioners 
would  have  discovered  then) ;  or  if  they  had.  escaped  the 
protector's  inquiry,  their  enemies  would  have  exposed  them 
at  the  Restoration,  when  king  Charles  appointed  a  commis- 

*  Mr.  Powel  vindicated  bis  cbaraoler  in  two  pablications :  one  entitled  Examen 
et  Pargamen  Vavasoris,  1651 :  wherein  be  was  cleared  bj  tbe  authentic  certificates 
of  persons  of  great  credit,  and  many  of  them  gentlemen  of  good  landed  property : 
tbe  other  called,  '*  The  Bird  in  tbe  Cage  chirping :  or  a  Brief  Narrative  of  the  former 
propagation  and  late  restriction  of  the  Gospel  in  Wales,"  ISmo.  1661.  The  author 
of  his  life,  in  1671,  says,  "  that  he  received  nothing  from  the  chorcbes  in  Wales  but 
neigbboarly  and  brotherly  kindness.  Tbe  parliament  ordered  him  1002.  per  annam, 
oat  of  a  sinecnre,  whereof  he  received  abont  601.  for  seven  or  eight  years  :  many 
considerable  gifts  be  refused  ;  and  never  did  he  get  any  thing  by  the  act  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  gospel  in  Wales."  Life,  p.  112  ;  Calamy's  Chnrcb  and  Dissenters 
Compared,  pi  47»  48,  note. — Ed. 
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^ioA  to  make  the  strictest  inquiry  into  their  management. 
**  All  persons  who  had  acted  as  commissioners  for  propa- 
gating the  gospel^  were  by  his  majesty's  instructions  to  be 
summoned  before  his  commissioners ;  and  all  that  had  acted 
under  them  as  farmers,  tenants^  &c.  all  that  had  succeeded 
in  the  sequestered  livings,  or  received  any  of  the  profits ; 
all  pamhioners,  who  had  kept  any  of  the  tithes  in  their 
hands  ^he  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  of  any  of  the 
aforesaid  persons;  and  all  credible  persons,  who  could  give 
evidence  of  any  of  these  matters.  They  were  likewise  to 
inquire  after  books  and  writings ;  and  to  signify  to  all  per- 
sons concerne^dy  that  if  they  would  forthwith  apply  to  his 
majesty's  commissioners,  they  might  compound  for  what 
they  stood  charged  with^  and  so  avoid  the  expense  of  a  law- 
suit." But  after  all  this  mighty  outcry  and  scrutiny,  nothing 
of  any  consequence  appeared,  and  therefore  it  was  thought 
proper  to  drop  the  commission,  and  bury  the  whole  affair 
in  silence.  Mr.  Vavasor  Powel,  above  mentioned,  was 
cruelly  handled  by  the  Welsh  clergy,  but  he  did  himself 
justice  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  Examen  et  PurgamenVava- 
soris,  published  1653,  wherein  he  vindicates  his  proceed- 
ings in  the  propagation.*  And  when  he  was  in  the  Fleet 
after  the  Restoration,  he  published  a  brief  narrative  con- 
cerning the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  in  Wales 
against  the  ejected  clergy  occasioned  by  a  report  that  he  had 
been  thrown  into  that  prison  for  some  of  the  revenues;  which 
was  never  answered. 

By  an  ordinance  of  September  2,  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  yearly  value  of  all  ecclesiastical 
livings  and  benefices  without  cure  of  souls ;  what  person  or 
persons  received  the  profits,  and  who  was  the  patron ;  and 
to  certify  the  same  into  chancery ;  and  if,  upon  a  careful 
consideration  of  things,  it  shall  be  found  convenient  and 
advantageous  to  unite  two  parishes  or  more  into  one,  and 
that  the  whole  ecclesiastical  revenues,  tithes,  and  profits, 
belonging  to  the  said  parishes  so  united,  should  be  applied 
for  a  provision  for  one  godly  and  painful  minister,  to  preach 
in  the  said  united  pariishes,  then  the  trustees,  or  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  this  act,  shall  represent  the  same  to 
his  highness  and  council,  upon  whose  approbation  they 
shall,  by  an  instrument  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  any 

♦  Walker,  p.  149. 
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fiv&  oi*  ittorb  of  Ihem,  declare,  that  tbey  do  thereby  unite 
isuch  parishes  into  one ;  which  instrnmetit  being  enrolled  in 
chancery,  the  said  parishes  frbm  thenceforth  shall  be  ad- 
judged and  taken  to  be  consolidated  into  one.  If  there  hap- 
pen to  be  more  patrons  than  one  in  the  parishes  thus  united, 
the  patrons  shall  present  by  turns ;  but  the  union  shall  not 
take  place  till  the  avoidance  of  one  of  the  livinm  by  the 
death  of  the  incumbent.*  ^ 

On  the  other  hand,  where  parishes  were  too  large,  the 
trustees  for  the  augmentation  of  poor  livings  were  em- 
J>owered  to  divide  them  into  two,  or  more,  upon  their  avoid- 
ance by  death. 

Farther,  if^  when  two  or  more  parishes  were  united  into 
one,  the  income  or  salary  did  not  amount  to  1007.  per  an- 
num, the  trustees  for  receiving  impropriations,  tithes,  first- 
firuits^  and  tenths,  &c.  were  directed  to  make  lip  the  defi- 
ciency ;  and  where  there  was  a  considerable  surplus,  they 
inight  take  off  the  augmentations  formerly  granted :  pro- 
vided this  ordinance  be  not  construed  to  restrain  the  said 
trustees  from  granting  augmentations  to  preachers  in  cities 
and  market-towns,  where  there  shall  be  cause,  to  a  greater 
proportion,  with  the  consent  of  the  protector  and  his  council. 
This  was  a  noble  and  generous  design ;  and  if  the  protector 
had  lived  to  have  seen  it  executed,  must  have  been  of  general 
service  to  the  body  of  the  clergy. 

Though  Bis  highness  himself  was  ho  great  sbholar,  he  was 
a  patron  of  learning  and  learned  men.f  He  settled  IOOI.'b. 
jear  on  a  divinity-professor  in  (D|xford  ;  and  gave  twenty- 
four  rare  manuscripts  to  the  Bodleian  library.  He  erected 
and  endowed  a  college  in  Durham  for  the  benefit  of  the 
northern  counties,  Mr.  Frankland,  M.  A.  being  one  of  thfe 
first  fellows.  But  these,  and  some  other  designs  that  he  had 
formed  for  the  advancement  of  learnings  died  with  him.:^ 

In  order  to  secure  the  education  of  youth  he  took  care 
to  regulate  both  universities,  by  appointing  new  visitors, 

♦  Scobel,  p.  S53. 

t  To  the  proofs  which  Mr.  NeU  prodaoes  of  the  patronage  Cromwell  afforded  to 
leamiDg,  may  be  added,  that  he  permitted  the  paper  of  Pr.  Walton^s  Poljglott  to  bo 
hbpbrtedi  free  o^  doty ;  and  (hat  when,  through  his  pre-engagement  to  another.  Dr. 
Seth  Ward,  afterward  bishop  of  Exeter,  lost  the  prinoipalship  of  Jesas-college  in 
Oxford,  in  1567 :  on  being  informed  of  his  merit  and  learning  he  promised  him  an 
annnity  eqaal  to  the  ralae  of  the  prinoipalship.  Dr.  Harris's  Life  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, p.  499—491 ;  and  Cdamj's  Life  of  Mr.  Howe,  p.  19.— Ed. 

^  Whiteloeke,  p.  58S. 
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the  foriber  ceasing  with  the  dissolution  of  the  long  parlia- 
menty  viz. 

For  the  University  of  Oxford.* 

The  Tice-cbancellor  for  the  time  being. 

Dr.  Harris^  preudent  of  Trinity-college 

Dr.  Rogers,  prtocipal  of  New-Inn  ball 

Dr.  T.  Goodwin,  president  of  Magdalen- 
college 

Dr.  John  0wen,  dean  of  Christ-oborch 

Dr.  Henry  Wilkinson,  Margaret-professor 
of  divinity 

Dr.  Peter  i>>enob,  prebend  of  Cbrist- 
cbarch 

Dr.  John  Conant,  rector  of  Exeter-college 

Dr.  Johh  Goddard,  warden  of  Merton- 
coUege 

Mr.Thankfal  Owen,  president  of  St.  John's 

Mr.  Stephens,  principal  of  Hart-hall 

Mr.  James  Baron,  of  Magdalen-college 

For  the  University/  of  Cambridge 

The  vice-ohancellor  for  tbe  time  being. 


Mr.  Francis  Howel,  fellow  of  Exeter-col- 
lege 

William,  viscoont  Say  and  Seal 

Nathaniel  Fiennes,  esq. 

Balstrode  Whitelooke,  eomm.  of  the  great 
seal 

Samael  Danch,  esq. 

Sir  John  Dreyden 

Richard  Ingoldsly, 

John  Crew, 

George  Fleetwood, 

John  Bright, 

Jenkinson, 

■  Greenfield.*-' 


»esqrs. 


Mr.  Wood,  fellow  of  Magdalen-oollege 

Henry  Cromwell 

Henry  Lawrence,  lord  presidont  of  bis 

bigbness's  council 
J.  Lambert,         ) 
J.  Desborough,    J®*^"* 
Sir  Gilbert  Pickering 
Col.  Ed.  Montagae 
Francis  Rouse,  esq. 
Oliver  St.  John,  lord-obief-justioe  of  the 

common*plea8 
J.  Thurloe, 
Ro(>ert  Castle, 
Tho.  fiendish, 
Rob.  Viner, 
Griffith  Lloyd, 
Sir  WiUiam  Strickland. 


^esqra. 


Dr.  Tnokney,  master  of  St.  John's  college 

Dr.  Arrowsmith,  master  of  Trinity-college 

Dr.  Horton,  president  of  Qaeeu's-college 

Dr.Sam.  Bolton,  inasier  of  Christ's  eollege 

Dr.  Law.  Seaman,  master  of  Peter-hoase 

Pr.  Lightfoot,  master  of  Katberine-hall 

Mr.  John  Sadler,  master  of  Magdalen- 
coUeg^e 

Dr.  Whichcote 

Dr.  Cadworth 

Mr.  Worthington,  master  of  Jesas-college 

Mr.  Dillingham,  master  of  Emanael-col- 
lege 

Mr.  Simpson,  master  of  Pembroke-hall 

Mr.  Templer,  fellow  of  Trinity-college 

Mr.Mowbrey,  fellow  of  St.  John's  college 

Mr.  WiUiam  Moses,  fellow  of  Pembroke- 
hall 

Any  seven  or  more  of  the  commissioners  above  named 
were  authorized  to  visit  all  colleges  and  halls  witliin  their 
respective  universities ;  to  examine  what  statutes  were  fit  to 
be  abrogated,  altered,  or  added^  and  to  exhibit  the  same  to 
his  highness  and  the  parliament.  They  are  farther  autho- 
rized, to  explain  such  statutes  as  are  ambiguoud  and  obscure ; 
to  determine  appeals ;  and  are  to  be  assisted  upon  all  occa* 
sions  by  the  mayor,  sheriffs^  and  justices  of  peace;.  The 
said  visitors,  or  any  four  of  them,  are  authorized  td  visit 
Westminster-8chool,Winchester-school,Merchant-Taylord' 
school,  and  Eton-college ;  and  to  consider  of  such  statutes 

*  Scobel,  p.  366. 

t  Add«  from  Grey,  sir  Charles  Wolseley,  bart.  and  Hmnphrey  Maokworth,  esq. 
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of  the  said  schools  as  are  fit  to  be  abrogated,  and  of  others 
that  may  be  proper  to  be  added^  for  the  well-government  of 
the  said  schools  and  colleges. 

The  visitors  discharged  their  duty  with  great  fidelity;  and 
the  heads  of  colleges  had  a  watchful  eye  over  their  several 
houses ;  drunkenness^  swearing,  gaming,  and  all  kinds  of 
immorality,  were  severely  punished ;  all  students,  graduates, 
and  others,  were  obliged  to  be  at  home  in  proper  hours ;  the 
public-houses  were  searched ;  and  the  practice  of  religion 
in  the  several  colleges  enforced  with  rigour.  One  of  the  pro- 
fessors writes^  that  there  was  more  frequent  practical  preach* 
ing  in  the  colleges  than  ever  had  been  known.  Qn  the  Liord's 
day,  at  different  hours,  there  were  three  or  four  sermons  in 
several  churches ;  and  on  the  week-days,  lectures  on  Tues- 
days, Thursdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  The  tutors  were 
very  diligent  in  discharge  of  their  duty  ;  the  public  lectures 
were  well  attended,  and  the  students  under  strict  discipline ; 
learning  revived,  and  the  muses  returned  to  their  seats,  as 
appears  by  the  numbers  of  learned  men  that  flourished  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  who  owed  their  education  to 
these  times. 

The  protector's  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  Protestant 
churches  abroad  deserves  a  particular  notice,  and  was  highly 
valued  by  all  the  reformed  in  foreign  countries.'"'  He  took 
all  imaginable  care  to  appear  at  the  head  of  that  interest  on 
all  occasions,  and  to  shew  his  power  in  protecting  them. 
The  prince  of  Tarente  having  written  a  respectful  letter  to 
the  protector,  his  highness  returned  him  the  following  an- 
swer :  *^  that  it  was  with  extreme  pleasure  he  had  learned 
by  letters  his  inviolable  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  reform- 
ed churches,  for  which  his  praise  was  thp  greater,  inasmuch 
as  he  shewed  that  zeal  at  a  time  and  in  a  place  where  such 
flattering  hopes  were  given  to  persons  of  his  rank,  if  they 
would  forsake  the  orthodox  faith;  and  where  those  who 
continued  steadfast  are  threatened  with  so  many  troubles. 
He  rejoices  that  his  own  conduct  in  religion  was  so  pleasing 
to  him ;  he  calls  God  to  witness,  that  he  desired  nothing  so 
much  as  an  opportunity  to  answer  the  favourable  opinion 
the  churches  have  of  his  zeal  and  piety,  by  endeavouring  to 
propagate  the  true  faith,  and  procure  rest  and  peace  for  the 
church.    He  exhorts  the  prince  to  hold  out  firm  to  the  end 

*  Historj  of  the  Stnarts,  p.  425. 
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in  the  orthodox  religion  which  he  received  from  hia fathers; 
and  adds^  that  nothing  would  bring  him  greater  glory,  than 
to  protect  it  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power."'  What  projects 
the  protector  formed  for  this  purpose  will  be  seen  hereafter. 
.  But  the  royal  interest  abroad  was  inclining  towards  Po- 
pery ;  the  duke  of  York  was  already  perverted  to  the  Ro- 
mish faith  ;*  no  attempts  were  unesstiyed  by  thequeen-mo- 
ther>  the  queen  of  Prance,  and  others^  to  gain  the  yoiing 
duke  of  Gloucester,  who  hsld  been  under  the  instruction  of 
parliamentary  tutors  till  the  last  year  :t  but  this  young 
prince  was  too  well  established  ih  bis  religion  to  be  per- 
verted at  present^j:  ilpon  which  the  queen  forbade  him  her 
presence ;  and  the  marquis  of  Ormond  conducted  him  to  his 
brother  at  Cologne.  The  king- was  a  man  of  no  religion, 
and  having^  little  to  do,  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  the 
ladies,  and  other  private  pleasures.  His  majesty  had  some 
trial  (says  bishop  Kennet§)  of  his  conscience  and  courage  in 
resisting  the  little  arguments,  or  rather  importunities,  of 
Popery.  The  Papists  put  him  in  mind,  that  all  his  hopes 
from  the  Protestant  party  were  at  an  end;  that  the  bishops 
were  dead,  except  a  very  few ;  and  the  Chui^ch*lands  sold ; 
und  that  since  the  late  defeat  at  Worcester  the  Presbyte- 
rian power  was  destroyed ;  all  his  hopes  therefore  must  be 
from  the  Roman  Catholics^  from  whose  assistance  only  he 
could  now  hope  for  his  restoration.  But  the  prospect  was 
so  disttant,  that  the  king,  by  advice  of  lord  Clai'endon,  was 
prevailed  with  not  to  declare  himself  tipenly  at  present. 
•  On  the  last  of  November  died  the  learned  Mr.  John  Sel- 
deuy  the  glory  of  the  English  nation  :||  he  was  born  in  Sus- 
sex December  6,  1584,  and  educated  in  Hart-hall,  Oxford; 
after  which  he  was  transplanted  to  the  Inner-Temple,  where 
be  became  a  prodigy  in  the  most  uncommon  parts  of  science. 
^e  was  a  great  philologist^  antiquary,  herald,  linguist^. 

*  Compl.  Hist<  p.  203.  t^Keuneffl  CJbron.  p.  599. 

%  The  manoer  of  expression  nsed  bj  Mr.  Neal  maj  lead  tbe  reader,  Dr.  Gnj  ob« 
serves,  to  think,  that  the  dake  of  tiluueester  was  at  last  perverted  i  which  he  appre- 
hends was  not  the  case.  For  Bohard  affirms,  that  the  dake  was  an  invincible  assertor 
of  his  father's  faith :  and  Carte  represents  him  as  withstanding,  tbe  arguments  of  the 
abbot  of  Pontoise,  and  rejecting  the  offers  of  a  cardinafs  hat,  and  even  tbe  promise 
of  placing  him  on  the  throne.  But,  on  tbe  other  hand,  Oldmixon  assures  bis  reader, 
ou  tbe  anthoritj  of  a  minister  of  state,  a  man  of  known  wisdom  and  probitj,  who  was 
a  particular  favourite  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  at  the  Hague,  from j^hose  month  he 
bad  the  information,  that  the  duke  was  afterward  reconciled  to  tbe  charoh  of  Rome. 
Grey,  vol.  S.  p.  175.     Hislorjr  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  489.— Hd.  \ 

§  Compl.  Uist.  p.  215.  ||  AthenoB  OjLon.  vol  2.  p.  107, 108. 
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Itatesmao,  and  lawyer,  but  seldom  tippeared  at  tke  bar.  He 
iras  chasen  burgess  for  several  parliaments)  where  h0  dicN 
played  bis  profound  erudition  in  speeches  and  debates  in  fa-» 
yoiir  of  the  liberties  of  bis  country ;  for  which  he  was  im* 
priaoned^  and  severely  fined  with  Mr.  Pym  in  the  parliament 
of  1618  and  1628.  He  was  chosen  again  in  thelong-parlia* 
ment,  and  appeared  against  the  prerogative,  as  he  had  foiv 
merly  done^  He  waa  one  of  the  lay  menibers  of  the  as^em-* 
bly  of  divines,  and  by  his  vast  skill  in  the  oriental  learning, 
and  Jeirisb  antiquities,  frequently  silenced  the  most  aUe 
divines.  He  wro^e  on  varioqa  subjects,  which  gained  bini 
the  title  among  foreigners  of  the  dictator  of  learning  in  the* 
English  nation.*  Among  other  remarkable  pieces,  we  amy 
reckon  bif  History  of  Tithes,  published  1618,  in  vbicfa  ba 
proves  them  not  to  be  due  to  the  Christian  clergy  by  divine 
institution:  for  this  he  was  summoned  before  the  high-corn^ 
mission  CQtirt,  and  obliged  to  make  a  public  recantation*i 
Put  after  some  time  his.  repi^tatioA  was  so  great,  that  it  was 
theughli  worth  while  to  gain,  him  over  to  the  court ;  and 
upon  tbe  p^w  civilities  he  received  al  Lambeth,  he  was  pre» 
vailed  wi<h  |o  publish  bis  Mare  Claiisuni  against  Hugo 
GrotiiA^  whi^h  was  esteemed  such  ao  invaluaUa  treasure^ 
tbs^t  it  was  ordered  to  be  Uid  up  ia  the  couK  of  recorda. 
The  ar^cbbishop  offered  him  preferments,  but  he  would  ac^ 
cept  (t>f  nothing.  Upon,  the  Srst  pressates  against  the  bt« 
shg|)8,  he  published  h\»  Satychius  in  Gireek  and  I^atin,  with 
notes,  in  which  he  proves  that  bisbopsiand  presbyters  differ 
only  in  ct^gree-  He  afterward  answered  his  majesty'a  de- 
claim tipp  about  the  commission  of  arrayyand  was  made  maa* 

*  It  4oef  Iioooor  U>  Groti«9|  bU  aQti^^pnift,  ti^  b^  prouoono^  Vr.  S^ld^a  to  b« 
<*  the  j^lory  qf  ihe  ^glish  nation."  Like  a  man  of  genias,  be  was  for  striking  oat  new 
pilbs  ol^ learning,  and  enlarging  Ibe  territories  of  science.  The  greater  part  of  liis 
works  are  on  qnoonimpo  subjeoU.  B«t  towav^a  the  ((l^Mof  life  be  saw  Ibe  emptjmwi 
of  all  hamap  learning ;  and  owned,  that,  cot  of  the  nnmberless  Tolames  be  bad  read 
^d  digested,  nothing  stack  m  close  to  bis  heart,  or  gnve  bin>  snob  soHd  satisl'aciie», 
as  a  single  passage  of  Paal's  Epistles :  Tit.  ii.  11 — 14.  Granger's  Uislorj  of  Eng- 
land, vol.  2.  p.  228,  229,  8?o.— Ed. 

t  It  is  jadicioasty  remarked  by  Le  Clerc,  that  it  was  great  impolicy  in  the  church 
and  coort  party  to  offend  and  irritate  such  a  man  as  Selden  :  a  man  of  deep  learning, 
net  in  Jewish  anliqaities  only,  bot  in  those  of  bis  own  coantry,  the  laws  of  which  he 
nnderstood  to  their  first  groands.  Sach  persons  ought  at  all  times  to  be  courted  and 
ftivoared,  on  aecoant  of  the  great  use  which  ma^  be  made  of  tbem  on  all  occasions  ; 
hot  espectidly  in  seasons  of  public  discontents,  when  they  can  torn  the  balance  on  the' 
fide  which  they  join.  Whereas  it  generally  happens,  that  tbeyare  ill-treated,  an<lf  "^ 
the  coart-fayonrs  are  bestowed  on  those  only  who  are  fit  for  nothing  bot  to  feed  on  a 
great  benefice  or  a  good  pension.  It  woaid  have  been  more  wise  to  have  secured 
SeMefi,  ainee  he  was  by  no  means  a  fanatie,  as  many  places  in  his  Table>ralk  shew ; 
and  even  was  partial  to  the  old  ecclesiastical  government,  in  opposition  to  those  wb» 
often  set  it  at  nooght.    Bibliolheqae  Ancieune  •tModenie;toia.  6.  p.  2d3»— Ed* 
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ter  of  tbe  rolld  by  the  long*parItainent.  He  bad  a  large  and 
curious  library  of  books:  in  the  frontispiece  of  each  be  used 
^  to  write  this  motto,  Uip\  irmrroc  iXwOeptav ;  Above  all^  libertyi 
At  length  being  worn  out  with  age  and  bard  study,  he  died 
at  bis  bouse  in  the  Wbitefriars,  aged  seventy  years,  and 
was  magnificently,  interred  in  the  Temple-church  on  the 
south  side  of  the  roond  walk,  according  tor  the  Directory^ 
in  tbe  presence  of  all  the  judges,  some  parliament-pieii^ 
benchers,  and  great  officers.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preach*^ 
ed  by  archbishop  Usher,  who  acknowledged  be  was  <iol 
worthy  to  carry  his  books  after  him.  His  works  are  lately 
dolledted,  and  printed  together  in  six  volumes  folio. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gataker  was  born  in  London  Id74,  and  way 
educated  in  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  pro^ 
oeeded  M.  A.  and  was  afterward  removed  to  Sidney-col- 
lege, where  he  became  remarkable  for  his  skill  in  the  He^ 
brew  and  Greek  languages.*  After  his  ordination  he  wai^ 
diosen  minister  of  Lincoln's-inn,  and  occupied  that  statiotf 
ten  years;  but  in  the  year  1611  he  was  presented  to  the- 
rectory  of  Rotherhithe,  where  be  continued  till  his  death. 
In  the  year  164S  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  assembly  of 
divines,  and  was  an  ornament  and  reputation  to  it.  When 
the  earl  of  Manchester  visited  and  reformed  tbe  university 
of  Cambridge,  be  offered  Mr.  Gataker  the  mastership  of 
Trinity-college,  but  he  refused  it  on  account  of  his  health. 
Mr.  Gataker  was  a  very  learned  man^  and  a  considerable 
critic  and  linguist,  as  appears  by  his  writings,:  which  were 
very  numerous,  considering  his  infirm  state  of  health.  He 
w^s  a  constant  preacher,  of  a  most  holy  and  exemplary  de« 
portment,  but  withal  of  great  modesty.  It  is  hard,  says  Mr. 
Richard,  to  say,  which  was  most  remarkable,  his  exemplary 
piety  and  charity,  his  polite  IKerature,  or  his  humility «nd 
modesty  in  riefusing  preferments.  He  maintaiiied  a  corre^' 
spondencewithSatmasius,  Hombeck,  and  other  learned  £>r 
reigners,  and  was  in  high  esteem  both  at  home  and  ia  the^ 
Ijow  Countries,  where  he  bad  travelled.  He  died  of  agey 
and  a  complication  of  infirmities,  July  S7,  1654,  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  lige.f 

*  Clarke's  General  Martyrology,  p.  248,  &e.  of  the  Lives. 

t  The  most  celebrated  of  bis  works  is  a  valaable  edition  of  MaroW  Antohiniii,  wlUi 
m  Latin  translation  and  commentary,  and  a  preliminary  discourse  on  tlierliUoaopby  v4 
the  Stoics,  which  is  uiBoh  eateemed.  His  honse  was  a  priTtte  semttoary  for  divert 
jounf  fefitlem^  of  this  nation,  and  many  foreignera  resorted  to  hia,  aid  lojiced'al 
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:  Mr.  WiUiam  Strong'  was  educated  in  Katberfde-haH,  Cmi-* 
bridge,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow.  He  was  afterward  rector 
pf  More*Crichel  in  Dorsetshire,  where  he  conlioUed  til^lhe 
wajs  forced  to  fly  from  the  cavaliers  ;*  be  then  came  to  Lon- 
don^ aad  was  chosen  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines,  and  mi- 
Bister  of  St.  Danstan's  in  the  west.  After  some  time  he 
became  preacher  at  Westminster-abbey,  where  he  died  sud- 
denly in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  was  buried  in  the  Abbey- 
church  July  4,  1654r.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by 
Mr^  Ob.  Sedgwick,  who  says,  that  he  was  so  plain  in  hearty 
so  deep  in  judgment,  so  painful  in  study,  so  exact  in  preach- 
ing, and  in  a  word,  so  fit  for  all  the  parts  of  the  mihisterial 
service,  that  he  did  not  know  his  equal.  But  after  the  Re- 
storalion  his  bones  were  dug  up,  and  removed  to  St.  Mar^- 
vet's  churchyard^  with  those  of  other  eminent  Presbyterian 
divines.  .He  published  several  sermons  and  theological 
treatises  in  his  lifetime;  and  after  his  death  there  was  a 
posthumous  one  upon  the  covenants,  in  the  preface  to  which 
Mr.  Theophilus  Gale  observes,  that  the  author  was  a  Won- 
der of  nature  for  natural  parts,  and  a  miracle  of  grace  for 
his  deep  insight  into  the  more  profound  mysteries  of  thegos- 
pel.  His  thoughts  were  sublime,  but  clear  and  penetrating,, 
especially  in  interpreting  difficult  texts. 
'  Mr.  Andrew  Pern  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and  fironi^ 
^; thence  removed  to  Welby  in  Northamptonshire,  where  he 
maintained  the  character  of  a  zealous,  laborious,  and  success* 
tai  preacher,  for  twenty-seven  years.  In  the  year  1643,  he 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  assembly  of  divines  at  West- 
minster. When  he  was  at  London  he  was  offered  several 
i^onsiderable  preferments,  but  refused  them,  resolving  to  re« 
turii  to  his  people  at  Welby,  who  honouredhim  as  a  fether ; 
for  by  his  awakening  sermons,  and  exemplary  life  and  con- 
versation, be  accomplished  a  great  reformation  of  manners  in 
that  town.  He  was  full  of  spiritual  warmth,  says  the  preacher 
ef  his  Tuneral  sermon^  filled  with  a  holy  indignation  against 
nin,  active  ia  his  work,  and  never  more  in  his  element  than 
in  the  pulpit.  As  his  life  was  holy,  so  his  death  was  com- 
fortable. He  blessed  God  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  die ;  nay,, 
he  earnestly  desired  to  be  gone,  often  crying  out,  in  his  last 

bis  boose  in  order  to  receive  from  him  advice  ia  their  studies.    British  Biography^ 
vol.  4.  p.  354,  note. — Ed. 
*  Athens  Oxon.  p.  218. 
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fikflpness,  ^^  When  will  that  hoar  come?  One  assault  more, 
and  this  earthen  vessel  will  be  broken,  and  I  shall  be  with 
<jrod/'  He  died  the  beginning  of  December,  1654,  before 
ihe  was  arrived  to  the  age  of  sixty. 

Or.  Samuel  Bolton  was  educated  in  Cambridge^  artd  from 
thence  removed  to  the  living  of  St.  Martin's,  Ludgate.  Upon 
bis  coming  to  tbe  city  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  additional 
members  of  the  assembly  of  divines,  being  a  person  of  great 
nameandcharacteribr  learning  and  practical  preaching.  He 
was  a  burning  and  shining  light,  says  Mr.  Clarke,*  sii  in- 
terpreter one  of  a  thousand,  an  admirable  preacher,  and  his 
life  was  an  excellent  commentary  upon  his  sermons.  Upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Bainbrigge  he  was  chosen  master  of  Christ's 
college,  Cambridge,  which  he  governed  with  great  wisdom 
and  prudence  till  his  death,  which  happened  about  the  lOth 
of  October,  1&54.  He  was  buried  with  great  solemnity  in 
his  parish-church  of  Ludgate  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month, 
very  much  lamented  by  the  London  clergy  of  those  times. ' 

Mr.  Jer.  Whitaker  was  born  at  Wakefield  in  Yorkshire, 
1599,  and  educated  in  Sidney-college,  Cambridge,  where  he 
proceeded  in  arts.  He  taught  the  free-sehool  at  Okeham  in 
Rutlandshire  seven  years,  and  then  became  minister  of  Stret- 
ton  in  the  same  county,  where  he  continued  thirteen  years. 
In  1643,  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines  at 
Westminster,  wfaiph  brought  him  to  London,  where  he  was 
chosen  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Bermondsey, 
in  Southwark.  He  preached  three  or  four  sermons  every 
week ;  two  in  Southwark,  one  at  Westminster,  and  one  at 
Christ-church,  London.  He  never  withdrew  from  any  op^ 
portunity  of  preaching  if  he  was  in  health;  and  though  he 
preached  often,  his  sermons  were  solid  and  judicious.  He 
was  a  universal  scholar,  both  in  arts  and  languages ;  well 
acquainted  with  the  fathers  and  school-men,  an  acute  dis- 
putant, and  inferior  to  none  in  bis  acquaintance  with  the 
Holy  Scriptures.f  He  was  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion, 
and  had  a  chief  hand  in  composing  the  Defence  of  the  Gospel 
Ministry,  published  this  year  by  the  provincial  synod  of 
London.  Hp  refused  the  engagement,  and  lamented  the 
wars  between  England,  Scotland,  and  Holland.  No  man 
was  more  beloved  by  the  Presbyterian  ministers  of  London 

•  Livjes  of  Eminent  Persona,  p.  43. 

t  Cl^rlfe*(i  General  Nvtyrology,  in  the  lAwts,  p.  S64, 
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than  Mr«  Whiter,  Wb^n  he  wap  0ei«ed  with  the  vUleot 
and  acate  pain  of  the  stone  about  the  be^^ianing  of  Novem- 
ber, jsaoy  dayB  of  prayer  and  fasting  were  observed  for  bis 
recovery,  but  the  distemper  was  incurable.  He  bore  his 
pains  with  uncommon  patience,  fearing  nothing  more  than 
to  dishonour  God  by  unreasonable  complaints.  When  his 
flistemper  was  most  violent  he  would  desire  his  friends  tq 
withdraw,  that  they  might  not  be  aflfected  with  his  roarings* 
At  length  nature  being  quite  spent,  he  cheerfully  resigned 
his  soul  into  the  hands  of  his  Redeemer,  about  the  fi fly- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by 
JMr.  Calamy,  who  gave  him  a  large  and  deserved  encomium. 
Mr.  Richard  Vines,  of  whom  mention  has  been  niade  al- 
ready^  was  born  at  Blazon  in  Leicestershire,  and  educate4 
in  Magdalen-coUege,  Cambridge,  where  he  commenced 
M'  A.  He  was  first  schoolmaster  at  Hinckley,  then  minister 
of  Weddifigton  in  Warwickshire.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
civil  war  he  was  driven  from  bis  parish,  and  forced  to  taka 
shelter  in  Coventry.  When  the  assembly  6f  divines  was 
convened  he  was  ohosen  one  of  their  number ;  and,  as  Ful- 
ler says,*  was  the  champioB  of  their  party.  While  he  was 
M  London  he  became  minister  of  St.  Clement's  Danes;  a^ 
terward  he  removed  to  Watton  in  Hertfordshire,  and  was 
chosen  roaster  of  Pembroke-hall  in  Cambridge,  but  resigned 
ibat,  and  his  living  of  St.  Lawrence-rjewry,  on  account  of  the 
engagement.  He  was  a  son  of  thunder,  and  therefore  com^ 
pared  to  Luther;  but  moderate  and  charitable  to  those  wba 
differed  from  him  in  judgment.  The  parliament  eaiploywl 
him  in  all  their  treaties  with  the  king ;  and  hk  majesty* 
though  of  a  differentjudgment,  valued  him  for  hfe  iogenuUyi' 
seldom  speaking  to  him  without  touching  his  hat,  which  Mr. 
Vines  returned  with  most  respectful  language  and  geatnreal 
He  was  an  admirable  scholar;  holy  and  pious  in  hia  convert 
aation,  and  indefatigable  in  his  labours^  which  wasted  hi^ 
^trengtb,  and  brought  hinei  intaa  con9«niption>  wjien  be  hail 
lived  but  about  fifty-six  years.  He  was  buried  Vk  ht9  QWtt 
parish-church,  February  7y  1^5,  hi?  funeral  aetrmon  bfting 
preached  by  Dr.  Jacomb,  who  gave  bim  his  just  (;ominen^ 
datioB^  He  was  a  perfect  master  q(  the  Greek  tongue,  « 
good  philologist,  and  an  admji^able  disputant.  He.  wmk  Sf 
thorough  Calvinist^  and  a  bold  l^onest  man  without  pridf^ 

^  PoUcr*«  WtrtUes,  p.  IS4. 
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mr  ilMtery.*  Mr.  Nen^comen  caik  him  ^<  di^putator  aoulb- 
.simufl^  eoBcioimtur  felicissimiffi/Uieologub  exiibius^"  Mmy 
fuDdral  ptews  and  elites  were  pdbltsfaed  dii  hif»  death.t 
,  The  protector  having  dissolved  his  second  parliaioeiit 
withottt  eoBfirming  their  acis^  was  obliged  bIHI  to  r^ly  oil 
the.military  arm  ;  this^  together  with  th^  iiffipurreetions  in 
several  parts  of  the  country^  induiSed  him^  Bm  his  greatet 
security,  to  eanton  the  nation  iato  eleven  districts,  and 
place  over  them  ms^or-generals,  whose  cotnosfssion  it  Was 
to  inspect  the  behaviovr  of  the  inferiorcooMnissioners  with^ 
}n  their  districts ;  to  etaiinit  to  prison  all  saspected  persoM ; 
to  take  jcare  of  collecting  the  puUk  taxes;  and  to  sequesteir 
such  as  did  not  pay  their  decimlrtion.  They  were  to  inquire 
after  all  private  asseoiUies  of  snspeeted  persons,  and  afte^ 
such  as  bought  up  arms  ;  after  vagabonds  and  idle  persons; 
aft^r  .such  as  lived  at  a  highei*  rate  than  they  could  afford; 
afler  such  as  frequented  taverafd  and  gamiag^boiises,  amd 
after  scandalous  and  Mnlearned  ministers  and  sdioolraasters  | 
and  there  was  no  appeal  from  them  but  to  the  protestor  and 
his  council.  They  were  ordered  to  list  a  body  of  reserves 
both  horse  and  foot  at  half^-pay^  who  were  (obe  called  tog«^ 
ther  upon  aivy  sudden  emergency,  and  to  attcFBil  so  many 
days  at  their  owii  expense^  but  if  they  were  d«£aiiied  longer 
to  have  full  pay ;  by  which  means  the  protector  had  a  sesonMl 
army  in  view,  if  any  disaster  should  befal  the  first ;  but  thes^ 
officers  became  so  Severe  and  arbitrary,  that  his  highAess 
found  it  necessary  altev  s^sse  time  to  reduce  their  power^ 
and  when  affairs  w^re  a  Utile  wore  settled  i0  dtssdlve  them* 
Having  provided  fov  the  security  of  his  governa^ent  art 
home,  the  protector  concluded  an  aUiancie  wiplh  Wtattte^  Oe'i- 
tober  S3,  Ur  which  it  is  renMrhable  that  Lckwia  XIV.  ie  not 
allowed  to^  style  himself  king  t^  Fradlee,  but  king  of  tUa 

*  Dr.  Qrej  insinoates  a  reflection  on  Mr.  Vioes's  simplicity  and  integrity,  by  a 
$torj  of  hid  praying  in  tfae  noi'niitg  of  an  Eaater  ^miday,  before  the  marqaU  df  Hert- 
iard,  for  1^  king's  restoration  to  bis  tbA>ne  and  regal  rigbls;  fakit»  hi  tbe  aiterrioon, 
i^hen  tbe  marquis  was  absent,  and  lord  Fairfax  ciame  to  cbarcb,  pr&jing,  in  sttfio  pa)> 
JSumentario,  that  God  would  torn  tbe  heart  of  tbe  king*,  and  givb  hirt'  graee  to  repeat 
p{  hie  grievoaa  siosi  eepeoialiy  all  the  Mood!  abed  is  tbote  oiril}  uooivil  W«rs.  On 
which  it  was  p]t)9erved,  thai  Mr.  Vines  was  mncb  more  altered  between  tbe  (breooon 
•and  afternoon^  than  the  difference  befweeu  an  English  marqois  andfau  IxlA  baroti.  Tl^e 
reader,  perhapf,  w^\  tbiok,  that  eaeb  prayer  night  very  eotoaietopU^r  b»  formed  bgr 
tbe  same  person,  ^ot  a  week  before  Mr.  Vines's  death,  as  he  was  preaching,  at  St. 
jSregor/s,  a  rude  fellow  cried  oat  to' him,  "  Lift  dp'  yeur  Toioe,  fWl  ciiimot  hetfr 
3noa :"  to  whom  Mr.  Vipes  retorned,  "  lyiff  sp  yAor  eai««  for  Iqur^'Sp^b  no  Itou^er/' 
Fuller's  Worthies,  p.  446,  8vo.  edition,  1684.^£d. 

t  Clarke 's  Iiifos  of  Emiiteot  PersoM,  p.  48; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120  HISTORY  OF 

French,  his  highness  claiming  the  protectorship  of  that  king- 
dom among  his  other  titles;  and,  which  is  more  sorprising'^ 
the  name  of  Oliver  stands  in  the  treaty  before  that  of  the 
French  king.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  admiral  Blake  with 
a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  who  spread  the  terror  of  th6 
English  name  all  over  Italy,  even  to  Rome  itself;  proces- 
sions being  made,  and  the  host  exposed  for  forty  hour^,  to 
avert  thejudgments  of  Heaven,  and  preserve  the  patrimony 
of  the  church.  Bot  Blake's  commission  was  only  to  demand 
60,000/.  of  the  duke  of  Tuscany,  for  damages  sustained  by 
the  English  merchants  while  he  harboured  prince  Rupert, 
which  he  paid  immediately.  The  admiral  released  all  the 
English  slaves  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  to  the  number  of 
four  hundred,  and  obtained  satisfaction  for  the  ships  taken 
by  the  pirates  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  &Cr  Upon  the  whole  he 
brought  home  sixteen  ships  laden  with  booty,  which  sailed 
up  the  river  Thames  to  the  port  of  London,  as  a  grateful 
spectacle  of  triumph  to  the  people. 

While  Blake  was  in  the  Mediterranean,  admiral  Pen  and 
Yenables^  with  thirty  men-of-war  and  some  land-forces 
sailed  to  the  West-Indies,  with  a  design  to  surprise  the. 
town  of  Hispaniola ;  but  niisparrying  in  the  attempt^  they 
te-embarked  and  took  possession  of  the  island  of  Jamaica^ 
which  is  in  possession  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  Ui  '■ 
this  day. 

The  protector  did  not  commission  Blake  to  assault  the. 
Spanish  coasts  in  the  Mediterranean,  because  there  was  no 
open  rupture  between  the  two  nations  in  Europe;  but  the 
West-Indies  not  being  included  in  the  treaty,  he  thought 
himself  at  liberty  in  those  parts:  which  occasioi^ed  a  decta^ 
ration  of  war,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  with  all  the  Englifb 
dominions ;  upon  which  Blake  was  ordered  to  cruise  upon 
the  Spanish  coasts,  and  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the  Plate- 
fleet,  of  which  he  gave  a  very  gopd  account  tt^e  next  si^mmer^  < 

To  support  these  additional  expenses,  the  proteetor,  by 
advice  of  his  council,  raised  sp^i^  es^^traprdinary  tax^  be- 
fore the  parliament  met,  which  he  knew  to  be  illegal,  and 
did  not  pretend  to  justify,  upon  any  other  foot  than  '^  the 
absolute  necessity  of  the  public  safety  ;  the  distracted  con- 
dition of  the  nation ;  that  it  was  impracticable  in  the  present 
Juncture  to  call  a  parliament,  or  to  proceed  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law ;  and  that  in  ejctraordinary  cases,  wherein  ^ll 
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was  al  €take,  flbme  extraordinary  methodg  were  allowable.'* 
How  far.  this  reasoning  will  excuse  the  protector,  or  vindi- 
cate his  conduct,  must  be  left  with  the  reader.  But  it  is 
agreed  on  a]l  hands,  that  in  things  that  did  not  a^ect  tb^' 
yery  being  of  his  gOTernment,  he  never  interposed,  but  let 
the  l^w^.  have  their  free  course,  fle  had  a  zeal  for  trade 
aind  commerce  beyond  all  his  predecessors,  andappointeda 
standing  committee  of  merchants  for  advancing  it,  which  met 
for  the  first  time  in  the  painted  cbamber  November  27, 
1655,  and  continued  to  his  death* 

The  provincial  assembly  of  London,  finding  their  attempt^ 
to  establish  their  discipline  ineffectual,  employed  themselves 
this  year  in  prompting  the  religious  education  of  youth ;  for 
which  purpose  they  published  an  exhprtation  to  catechising; 
with  the  following  directions  for  the  more  orderly  carrying 
it  on. 

1.  ^'That  the  ministers  on  some  Lord^s  day  prove  in 
their  sermons  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  such  a  work, 
and  exhort  all  parents,^  and  masters  of  families,  to  prepare 
their  children  and  servants  for  it,  by  catechising  them  at 
bame^  thajt  they  may  more  readily  make  their  answers  la 
poblic4 

9.  ^^  That  the  catechism  to  be  used  be  the  lesser  catechism 
of  the  assembly  of  divines.  This  catechism  excelling  all 
others  in  this  respect,  that  every  answer  is  a  perfect  propo- 
sition without  the  question. 

3.  ^^  That  the  persons  to  be  catechised  be  children  and 
servants,,  that,  have  not  been  admitted  to  the  liord's  supper 
by  the  eldership. 

4.  y  That  the  time  of  catechising  be  on  the  Lord^s  day  in 
the  afternoon^  before  the  sermon,  to  the  end  that  the  whdle 
congregation  may  receive  benefit  thereby. 

5.  ^'  That  the  catechism  may  be  >explained  briefly,  at  the 
first  going  over,  that  the  people  may  in  a  short  time  have  a 
notion  of  the  whole  body  of  divinity. 

6.  ^^  That  the  parish  be  desired  at  the  common  charge,  to 
provide  catechisms  for  the  poorer  sort,  who  cannot  well  pr<\- 
vide  for  themselves,  and  that  the  distribution  of  them  be  re- 
ferred to  the  respective  ministers. 

7.  *^  It  is  desired,  that  an  account  in  writing,  what  pro- 
gress is  made  19  the  premises  may  be  returned  from  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


*l22  BISTORT  OF 

elassefl  to  the  piovincial  assembly  witkin  forty  daiyd  after  the 
'  receipt  hereof. 

*'  Signed  in  the  name  and  by  the  appointment  of  the  as- 
sembly^ 

^^  Edmund  Calaray^  moderator. 
'« William  Harrisoo,     }        ..      ,♦ 
«  William  Blackmore,  /  «^'^»*>«8. 

These  instntetions  were  sent  to  the  sereral  classes  of  Liob- 
don ;  and  after  their  example,  the  associated  ministers  in  the 
several  counties  of  England  published  the  like  exhortations 
*to  their  brethren. 

The  occasion  of  this  proceeding  was  the  publishing  two 
catechisms  of  Mr.  John  Biddle,  a  Socinian,  one  called  a 
Scripture  Catechism  ;  and  the  other,  a  Brief  Scripture  Ca- 
techism, for  the  Use  of  Children.    Complaints  of  which 
being  made  to  the  last  parliament,  they  were  ordered  to  be 
burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman,  and  the  author 
to  be  imprisoned  in  the  Grate-house.    Mr*  Diddle  bad  been 
in  custody  for  his  opinions  before  the  late  king's  death. 
While  he  was  there,  he  had  published  twelve  questions  or 
arguments  against  the  Deity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  quarto, 
1647,  which  were  answered  by  Mr.  Pool,  and  the  booh  or- 
dered to  be  burnt.  Next  year,  beiog  still  in  prison,  he  pub- 
lished seven  articles  against  the  Deity  of  Christ,  with  the 
testimonies  of  several  of  the  fathers  on  this  head;  upon 
which  some  zealous  in  the  assembly  moved,  that  he  might 
be  put  to  death  as  a  heretic ;  but  he  went  on,  and  being 
set  at  liberty,  in  the  year  1651,  he  composed  and  pnbiktied 
the  catechisms  above  mentioned,  in  which  be  maintains^ 
*^  (1.)  That  God  is  confined  to  a  certain  place.  (&}  That  he 
iias  a  bodily  shape.    (3.)  That  he  has  passions.    (4,)  That 
he  is  neither  omiupotent  nor  unchangeable.    (S.)  That  we 
are  not  to  beliiere  three  persons  in  the  Godhead.  (6.)  That 
Jesus  Christ  has  not  the  nature  of  God^  but  only  a  divine 
lordship.    (7.)  That  he  was  not  a  priest  while  upon  earthy 
nor  did  reconcile  men  to  God.'    And,  (&)  That  there  is  no 
Deity  in  the  Hoiy  Ghost.'*  These  propositions*'  were  coiii^ 

^  Mr.  Biddle  wast  pioos,  holy,  and  humble  man;  a conscientioas  suflferer  for  whal 
Appeared  lobim  dirine  and  importaat  truth.  The  propOBitioDS  dfcjeoted  to  him  abo¥« 
do-  not  appear  ia  hit  cateobiams  iiidsr  the  focm  of  pnuciples  which  he  asaerta,  but  of 
qaestions,  which  he  proposeg,  and  tbe  answers  to  wbich  are  nameroas  texts  of  Scrip- 
tare,  that  appear  to  npeais  to  the  p^ist.  E.  %.  Tfi»  firat  prop'osiUoii  is  tbia  qaeatioh^ 
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^mned  fay  the  poriiament,  and  tbe  author  eominitted  to  the 
Gate-boii«e*  But  as  soon  as  the  protector  bad  dissolred 
bis  parliament  he  gave  him  bis  liberty. 
.  After  this,  being  of  a  restless  spirit,*  he  challenged  Mr. 
GrifBn,  a  Baptist  preacher,  to  dispute  with  him  in  St.  Paul's 
qatbedral,  on  this  question,  ''  Whether  Jesus  Christ  be  the 
Most  High,  or  Almighty  God  ?''  This  occasioning  new. dis- 
turbances^ the  council  committed  him  to  Newgate;  but  the 
protector  thought  it  best  to  send  him  out  of  the  way,  and 
.  isccordingly  transported  him  to  Scilly,  and  allowed  him  one 
hundred  crowns  a  year  for  his  maintenance.  Here  he  re- 
mained till  the  year  1658,  when  the  noise  being  over  he  wa9 
«et  at  liberty;  his  oatechisms  having  been  answered  by  Dr. 
Owen,  in  a  learned  and  elaborate  treatise^  entitled,  Vindi- 
piB^  Eyangelicse,  &Cs 

After  the  protector's  death,  Biddle  set  up  a  private  coiv- 
yenticle  in  London,  which  continued  till  the  Restoration, 
when  the  phurch  being  restored  to  its  coercive  power,  he 
iras  apprehended  while  preaching,  and  committed  to  prtscnip 
where  he  died  in  September  1662,  and  was  buried  in  tha 
burying-gronnd  in  Old  Bedlam.  He  had  such  a  prodigious 
memory  (says  Wood),  that  he  could  repeat  all  St.  PauFs 
^ifMStles  io  f^reek,  and  was  reckoned  by  those  of  bis  persua- 
IHon  a  sobftf  man,  and  so  devout,  that  he  seldom  prayed 
ipritbout  lyings  prostrate  on  the  ground. 

Though  it  was  well  known  by  this,  as  well  as  other  ex- 
aa>ple8,  tbatt  the  protector  was  averse  to  all  acts  of  se verify 
on  the  account  of  religion,  yet  such  was  the  turbulent  be* 
haviour  of  the  royalists^  who  threatened  mn  assassination^? 
/"J     '     •   •  •     , — [ —  '  •  •  - — ' — ~^- — ' *  ■ 

*'  U  not  God,  according  lo  the  carrent  of  the  Scriptarej,  in  »eeEt«in  plaM»  VMiie)^,  i% 
benYcn?"  The  answer  consists  of  twenty-nine  passages  of  Scriptare>  which. represent 
Cod,  as  "  lobkioi|»  from  heaven,  as  bnr  Fatheir  who  art  in  heaven,"  and  the- like.  For 
a  fall  accoant  of  these  oataciiisins  t  wonld  refer  the  reader  to  my  Reviev*  of  Umi 
|jife,.Ghai-acter,  and  Writings,  of  Mr.  John  Biddle,  section  8 — Ed. 
"  *  Ik  is  to  be  regretted,  that  Mn  Neal  -sbonM  speak  in  thie  meaner  of  one,  wW 
Jliikqght  \l  bia  datj,  hi  the  fair  and  peaceable  means  of  pMajcbing  ao4  writing,  toad-^ 
Tance  and  disseminate  sentiments  which  he  judged  to  be  the  tratqs  o(Scriptai;e,aad 
only  called  men  to  inqnive  and  examine.  Such  langnago  fixes  a  stigma  apon  the  bo« 
best  advocate  for  troth,  and  ia  the  illiberal  cry  of  those  who  cannot  bear  to.  have  es^ 
tablisbed  opinions  attacked.  The  firat  teachers  of  Christianity  were  reproached  as  mea 
of  reslless  spirits ;  aa  men  who  "  wonld  turn  the  world  opeide  down,*'  Acts  xwlL  6«. 

-^ In  the  present  case,  the  term  was  not  deserved,  Mr.  Neal  has  misstated  the  trans« 

aiclion.    Mr.  Biddle  was  not  the  igrst  in  the  bosiness.    The  cballengfe  came  f^om  Mr, 
tiffin,  and  Mr.  Biddle  waived  accepting  it,  and  declined  the  disputation  for  some 
thne.     And  when  be  entered  the  lists,  there  were  in  the  auditory  many  of  his  bitter* 
and  fiery  adversaries.    See  Review  of  his  Life,  p.  117,  118;  or  a  modem  Coiloc-- 
tion  it  Unitarian  Tracts,  iu  ijmo.  vol.  4.  p.  91 .— Bd.. 
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pablished  the  most  daring^'  libels  agarntt  the  goTernment, 
and  were  actually  in  arms,  that  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
crush  them,  and  therefore  an  order  was  published  Novem- 
ber ^4,  ''  That  no  persons  after  January  1^  1655 — 6,  shall 
keep  in  their  bouses  or  families  as  chaplaiss  or  schoolmas- 
ters for  the  education  of  theiriShiidren,  any  sequestered  or 
ejected  minister,  fellow  of  k  college,  or  school  master,  nor 
permit  their  children  to  be  taught  by  such.  That  no  such 
persons  shall  keep  school  either  publicly  or  privately,  nor 
preach  in  any  public  place,  or  private  meeting,of  any  others 
than  those  of  his  own  family ;  nor  shall  administer  baptism, 
or  the  Lord's  supper,  or  marry  any  persons,  or  use  the 
]3opk  of  Common  Prayer,  or  the  forms  of  prayer  therein 
contained,  on  pain  of  being  prosecuted,  according  to  the 
orders  lately  published  by  his  highness  and  council,  for 
securing  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth.  Nevertheless 
his  highness  declares,  that  towards  such  of  the  said  persons 
as  have,  since  their  ejectment  or  sequestration,  given,  or 
liereafter  shall  give,  a  real  testimony  of  their  godliness,  and 
good  affection  to  the  present  government,  so  much  tender- 
ness shall  be  used  as  inay  consist  with  the  safety  and  good 
pf  the  nation."* 

This  was  a  severe  and  terrible  orderf  upon  the  Epis^- 
palians,  and  absolutely  unjustifiable  in  itself;  but  the  title 
of  the  act,  which  is  *^  An  ordinance  for  securing  the  peace  of 
the  cpmmonfFealth,"  as  well  as  the  last  clause,  shews  it  was 
ipade  for  the  safety  of  the  government,  against  a  number  Pf 
men  who  were  undermining  it,  and  was  published  chiefly 
in  terrorenij  for  no  person  was  prosecuted  upon  it ;  and  the 
parliament  which  met  next  year,  not  confirming  it,  it  be- - 
eame  absolutely  void. 

Pr.  Gaudeii  presented  a  petitionary  remonstrance  to  the 
protector  against  this  order;  and  archbishop  Usher  wa^ 
desired  to  use  his  interest  with  his  highness  in  behalf  of 
the  Episcopal  clergy ;  upon  which,  says  the  writer  of  the 
archbishop's  life,j:  the  protector  promised  either  to  recall 
his  declaration,  or  prevent  its  being  put  in  execution,  pro- 
vided the  clergy  were  inoffensive  in  their  language  and  ser-r 

*  Hogbes'd  Bxaot  Abridgipent  of  Pablic  Acts  and  Ordlniinc^s^  4to.  p.  597. 

t  "  It  woald  b«  aseless  (rajs  Dr.  Harris)  lo  spend  words  in  exposing  the  croelty 
of  this  declaration.  Persecntion  is  written  on  the  face  of  it,  nor  it  it  oaptbie  of  i| 
Tiiid)cj^tion."    Life  of  Oliter  Cromwell,  p.  43^. — V*^, 

t  Piurr'a  Life  of  Uabel-,  p.  7^. 
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mons^  add  fitodd  clear  in  meddling  with  m'atCeY's  Of  etate^ 
His  highness  accordingly  laid  the  matter  before  his  council, 
.who  were  of  opinion,^  that  it  was  oot  safe  for  him  to  recall 
Jiis  declaration^  and  give  open  liberty  to  men  who  were  de- 
clared enemies  to  his  government^  but  that  he  should  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  it  as  far  as  their  behaviour  should  de- 
serve ;  so  that  in  the  event  here  was  no  great  cause  of  com- 
plaint; for  notwithstanding  this  ordinance,  the  sober  Epis- 
copal clergy  preached  publicly  in  the  chureh.es,  at  London 
and  in  the  country,  as  Dr.  Hall,  afterward  bishop  of  Ches- 
ter, Dr.  Ball,  Dr.  Wild,  Dr.  Hardy,  Dr*  Griffith,  Dr. 
Pearson  bishop  of  Chester,  and  others.  Remarkable  are 
:tbe  words  of  bishop  Kennet  to  this  purpose  }  '^  It  is  eertaia 
(says  his  lordship)  that  the  protector  was  for  liberty,  and  the 
utmost  latitude  to  all  parties,  so  far  as  consisted  with  the 
peace  and  safety  of  his  person  and  government,  and  there- 
fore he  was  never  jealous  of  any  cause  or  sect  on  the  account 
.of  heresy  and  falsehood,  but  on  his  wiser  accounts  of  politi- 
cal peace  and  quiet ;  and  even  the  prejudice  he  bad  against 
the  episcopal  party  was  more  for  their  being  royalists,  than 
for  being. of  the  good  old  church.  Dr.  Gunning,  afterward 
:bishQp  of  Ely,  kept  a  conventicle  in  London,  in  as  open  a 
manner  as  dissenters  did  after  the  toleration ;  and  so  did 
several  other  episcopal  divines."t 

'  For  the  same  reasons  his  highness  girt  the  laws  close  upon 
the  Papists,  not  upon  account  of  their  religion,  but  because 
they  were  enemies  to  his  government ;  for  in  the  month  of 
May  a  proclamation  was  published  for  the  better  executing 
the  laws  against  Jesuits  and  priests,  and  for  the  conviction 
of  Popish  recusants ;  the  reasons  of  which  the  protector 

*  On  thu  groand  when  the  lord-primate  went  to  him  a  fecond  time  to  get  the  pro- 
mise whick  the  protestor  on  the  first  application  bad  made  of  tsking  off  ttfeito  re^ 
alraints,  ratified  and  put  into  writing,  be  retracted  bia  engagement,  which  both 
grieved  and  irritated  tlie  archbishop.  He  bad,  indeed,  good  reason  to  be  displeased. 
By  this  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Neat's  statement  above  is  not  accarale.  The  ordinance 
was  execoted :  and  though  sunie  worthy  £pisQ0|)alian8  were  permitted  to  officiate,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  but  many  bnoceut  and  worthy  men  must  have  received  very  bard 
measure.  The  ordinance  was  marked  with  horrid  severity :  and  it  is  "a  barbaroaa 
thing  to  prohibit  men  the  use  of  those  forms  of  address  to  the  Deity»  which  they 
imagine  are  most  honourable  and  acceptable  to  him.''  Besides,  men  ought  not  to  suf- 
fer in  their  most  vduable  and  inalienable  righto  on  suspicion ,  and  instead  of  being 
amenable  for  overt  acts,  be  punished,  as  it  were,  for  crimes  they  have  never  com- 
mitted. This  is  injustice  and  cruelty :  has  its  origin  iu  fear  and  the  consciousness  of 
oppressive  govemmwit:  and  tends  to  make  the  government,  which  it.  would  protect 
from  danger,  odious  and  hateful.  Grey's  Remarks,  vol.  3.  p.  177,  178.  Harris't 
Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  4S8,  439.— £u. 

t  Conf.  Plea,  part  4.  p.  510.     Compl.  Hist. p.  225^ 
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gives  in-  his  declaration  of  Oetober  31^  pttblished  with  the 
mdviee  of  his  council^  in  these  words ;  **  Became  it  was  not 
only  commonly  observed^  but  there  remains  with  us  somc^ 
what  of  proofs  that  Jesuits  have  been  found  among  discon- 
iented  parties  of  this  nation^  who  are  observed  to  qaarrel 
and  fall  oat  with  every  form  of  administration  in  church 
and  state."*  The  protector  gave  notice  of  the  like  kind  to 
the  repablicans,  fifth  monarchy  men,  levellers,  and  to  th^ 
Presbyterians,  that  they  should  st&nd  upon  the  tome  foot 
with  royalists,  in  case  of  any  future  delinquencies. 

Buch  was  the  protector's  latitude,  that  he  was  for  indnl^ 
ging  the  Jews,  who  petitioned  for  liberty  of  their  i^eligion, 
and  for  carrying  on  a  trade  in  London.    Manasseh  Ben 
Israel,  one  of  their  chief  rabbies,  with  some  others,  came 
from  Amsterdam  to  Whitehall  for  this  purpose,  whom  the 
protector  treated  with  respect,  and  summoned  an  assembly 
of  divines,  lawyers,  and  merchants,  to  consult  upon  the  af- 
fair.f    The  divines  were  to  consider  it  as  a  case  of  con«- 
science ;  the  lawyers  to  report  how  far  it  was  consistent 
with  the  laws  of  £ngland  ;  and  the  merchants,  whether  it 
was  for  the  advantage  of  trade  and  commerce.    Btsbop 
Burnet  apprehends,  that  the  protector  designed  the  Jews 
for  spies  in  the  severai  nations  of  Europe;  however,  be 
was  of  opinion,  that  their  admission  under  certain  limita^ 
tion  might  be  for  the  advantage  of  commerce ;  and  told  the 
divines,  that- since  there  was  a  promise  in  Holy  Scripture  of 
the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  he  did  not  know  but  the  preach* 
ing  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  it  was  then  in  England, 
without  idolatry  or  superstition,  might  conduce  to  it.    But 
the  assembly  not  agreeing  in  their  opinions,  the  a&ir  wa« 
dropped,  and  the  petitioners  returned  to  Holland,  where 
Manasseh  Ben  Israel  wrote  a  handsome  letter,  now  before 
me,  which  be  calls,  **  An  answer  to  certain  questions  pro-* 
pounded  by  a  noble  and  learned  gentleman,  touchkig  the 
reproaches  cast  upon  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  wherein  alt 
otyections  are  candidly  and  fully  stated."    The  famous  Mr« 
Prynne,  and  Mr.  Dury  a  Presbyterian  minister,  wrote  fierce- 
ly against  the  admission  of  the  Jews ;  but  other  divines^ 

•  Gompl.  Hist.  p.  255,  in  marg. 

t  It  is  a  proof  of  the  protector's  good  dispositions  towards  this  bosioess,  and  of 
bis  respect- for  the  rabbi  who  oame  to  negotiate  it,  that,  by  an  order  of  the  !24th  of 
March  1655,  he  directed  2002.  to  be  paid  to  him  oat  of  the  treasury.  Whileleoke'* 
Memorials,  p.  673.— Ed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tttE   PURITANS.  12? 

thd  protector  consulted,  were  Jbr  admittlogr  them 
with  some  limitations.  I  shall  report  their  resolutioa  oa 
this  point  in  their  own  language. 

Question,  Whether  the  Jews,  at  their  desire,  maybe  ad* 
Quitted,  into  this  nation  to  traffic  and  dwell  among  us^  as  Pro^ 
Videnee  shall  give  occasion  I 

The  answer  of  those  who  were  against  it  was,  that  they 
could  not  think  it  lawful  for  the  following  reasons : 

1.  "  Because  the  motives  on  which  Manasseh  Ben  Israel, 
iahis  book  lately  printed,  desires  their  admission  into  this 
commonweallh,  are  such  as  we  conceive  to  be  very  sinCuL 

S.  ^'  The  danger  of  seducing  the  people  of  this  nation, 
by  their  admission,  is  very  great. 

3.  ^^  Thfiir  having  synagogues,  or  any  public  meetings 
for  the  exercise  of  their  religion,  is  not  only  evil  in  itself^ 
but  likewise  very  scandalous  to  other  Christian  ohorcbes. 

4.  ^'  Their  customs  and  practices  concerning  marriage 
and  divorce  are  unlawful,  and  will  be  of  very  evil  example 
amoag  ua. 

5.  ^^  The  principles  of  not  making  conscience  of  oatba 
■Bttde,  and  injuries  done  to  Christians  in  life,  chastity,  goods^ 
«r  good  name,  have  been  very  notoriously  chargcKi  upoo 
them  by  valuable  testimony. 

6.  ^'  Great  prejudice  is  like  to  arise  to  the  natives  of  tliis 
eommonweaUh  in  matters  of  trade,  which,  besides  other 
dangers  here  mentioned,  we  find  very  commonly  suggested 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London.'* 

Other  divines  were  of  opinion,  that  the  civil  magistrate 
might  tolerate  them  under  the  following  limitations : 

1,  *^  That  Ihey  be  not  adtnitted  to  have  any  publk  judi-^ 
oatorits  civil  or  ecclesiastical. 

SL  ^  That  they  be  not  permitted  to  speak  or  do  any  things 
^  the  defamation  or  dishonour  of  the  names  of  our  Lord 
J«0us  Christ,  or  of  the  Christian  .religion. 

3^  **  That  they  be  not  permitted  to  do  any  work,  or  any 
tiling,  to  the  open  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  or  Chris- 
tjan  sabbath. 

dr.  ^^  Thatthey  be  not  permitted  to  have  any  Christiana 
dwoli  with  them-  as  their  servants. 

5«  **  That  they  have  no  public  office  or  trust  in  this  com-* 
Bionwealth. 
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6.  <<  That  they  be  not  allowed  to  print  any  thing  indoor 
language  against  the  Christian  r^igion. 

7.  '^  That  so  far  as  may  be,  they  be  not  suffered  to  dis* 
courage  any  of  their  own  from  using  any  proper  means,  or 
applying  themselves  to  any  who  may  convince  them  of  their 
error,  and  turn  them  to  Christianity.  And  that  some  severe 
penalty  be  imposed  upon  them  who  shall  apostatize  from 
Christianity  to  Judaism." 

Mr^  Archdeacon  £chard  says,^  ^^  The  Jews  oflfered  the 
protecitor  200»000;.  provided  they  might  have  St.  Paul's 
cathedral  for  a  settlement."  And  he  adds  the  following 
malicious  reflection,  that  ^'  the  money  made  his  highness 
look  upon  it  as  the  cause  of  God,  but  that  both  the  clergy 
and  laity  so  declaimed  against  them,  that  the  religious  jug- 
gle would  not  take  place."  This  the  archdeacon  himself 
could  not  believe,  as  being  quite  out  of  character,  for  lie 
knew  that  the  protector  did  not  enrich  his  family,  nor  value 
money,  but  for  the  public  service.  He  concludes,  thai 
^^  the  Jews  could  never  be  permitted  to  live  long  in  a  welU 
settled  monarchy."  What  then  does  hie  call  the  monarchy 
of  England,  where  the  Jews  have  been  indulged  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religion^  without  doing  any  damage  tatbe 
religion  or  commerce  of  the  nation,  for  above  sixty  years  i 
•  The  protector's  zeal  for  the  reformed  religion  made  him 
the  refuge  of  persecuted  Protestants  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  duke  of  Savoy,  at  the  instance  of  his  dutcbess, 
sister  to  the  queen  of  £ngla:nd,  determined  to  oblige  hi»re* 
formed  subjects  in  the  valleys  of  Piedmont  to  embrace  the 
Roman-Catholic  religion  or  depart  the  country.  For  this 
purpose  he  quartered  an  army  upon  them,  which  ate  up 
their  substance.  The  Protestants  making  some  little  resist** 
ance  to  the  rudeness  of  the  soldiers,  the  duke  gave  orders, 
thai  all  the  Protestant  families  in  the  valley  of  Lucerne 
should  go  into  banishment,  which  some  obeyed,  whilst  the 
rest  sent  deputies  to  the  court  of  Tnrin^  to  implore  mercy ; 
but  the  pope  and  the  princes  of  Italy  advised  the  duke  to 
improve  the  present  opportunity  for  extirpating  the  reform- 
ed»  and  making  all  bis  subjects  of  one  religion.  The  duke 
accordingly  sent  express  orders  to  his  general  to  drive  them 
all  out  of  the  country,  ivith  their  wives  and  children,  and 

•  p.  716. 
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to  put  to  death  "sudi  afi  should  remain.  This  wa?  executed 
with  great  severity,  April  SO,  1655.  Those  who  escaped 
'the  «word  fled  into  the  mountains^  from  whence,  being 
ready  to  perish  with  hunger  and  cold,  they  sent  their  ageuts. 
to  the  lord-protector  of  England,  and  other  Protestant 
powers,  for  relief.  It  was  the  beginning  of  May  when  his 
highness  was  first  made  acquainted  with  their  distress, 
whereupon  he  appointed  a  general  fast,  and  charitable  con- 
tributions throughout  all  England  for  their  present  assist- 
ance ;  and  such  was  the  compassion  of  the  people,  that  the 
flection  amounted  to  37,097/.  7s.  3d.  About  30,000/. 
was  remitted  to  t&eir  deputies  at  several  payments,  in  thi» 
and  the  next  year ;  but  the  confusions  which  followed  upon 
the  protector's  death  prevented  the  clearing  the  whole 
account  till  the  convention-parliament  at  the  Restoration, 
who  ordered  the  remaining  7000/.  to  be  paid.  The  protec-^ 
toi^  applied  to  the  Protestant  kings'  of  Sweden  and  Den-* 
mark;  to  the  states  of  Holland,  the  cantons  of  Switzerland, 
and  the  reformed  churches  of  Germany  and  France;  and 
by  his  powerful  instances  procured  large  contributions  from 
those  parts.  He  wrote  to  the  king  of  France,  and  to  car- 
dinal Mazarine  ;  and  being  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  strike 
terror  into  the  Roman-Catholic  powers,  he  sent  Samuel 
Moreland^  esq.  with  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  in 
which,  having  represented  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  his 
behaviour  towards  the  Protestants  in  the  valleys,  he  tells 
him,  ^^  that  he  was  pierced  with  grief  at  the  news  of  the 
sufferings  of  the  Voudois,  being  united  to  them  not  only  by 
the  common  ties  of  humanity,  but  by  the  profession  of  the 
same  faith,  which  obliged  him  to  regard  them  as  his  bre-. 
thren ;  and  he  should  think  himself  wanting  in  his  duty  to 
Grod,  to  charity,  and  to  his  religion,  if  he  should  be  satisfied 
with  pitying  them  only  (whose  miserable  condition  was 
enough  to  raise  compassion  in  the  most  barbarous  minds) ; 
unless  he  also  exerted  himself  ta  the  utmost  of  his  ability 
to- deliver  them  out  of  it."  This  awakened  the  Popish 
powers,  insomuch  that  Mazarine  wrote  in  the  most  pressing 
language  to  the  court  of  Turin,  to  give  the  protector  im- 
mediate satisfaction ;  with  which  the  dutchess  reproached 
him,  because  he  had  made  no  terms  for  the '  English  Pa- 
pists;* but  his  eminence  replied,  "  We  must  leave  to  God 

*  Barnet,  toI  1.  p.  108.    Edin.  edit 
VOL.  IV.  K 
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the  care  of  defending  the  Catholics,  wliose  cause  is  most 
just;  but  that  of  the  heretics  needs  for  its  support  the  cle- 
mency of  princes/'  Upon  this  the  persecution  immediately 
ceased:  the  duke  recalled  his  army  out  of  the  valleys,  and 
restored  their  goods ;  the  poor  people  returned  to  their 
houses,  and  recovered  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges* 
But  to  strike  some  farther  terror  into  the  pope,  and  the  little 
princes  of  Italy^  the  protector  gave  out,  that  forasmuch  as 
he  was  satisfied  they  had  been  the  promoters  of  this  perse^ 
Cution,  he  would  keep  it  in  mind,  and  lay  hold  of  the  first 
opportunity  to  send  his  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean  to  visit 
Civita  Yecchia^  and  other  parts  of  the  ecclesiastical  terri* 
tories ;  and  that  the  sound  of  his  cannon  should  be  heard  in 
Rome  itself.  He  declared  publicly  that  he  would  not  suf- 
fer the  Protestant  faith  to  be  insulted  in  any  part  of  the 
world ;  and  therefore  procured  liberty  to  the  reformed  io 
Bohemia  and  France ;  nor  was  there  any  potentate  in 
Europe  so  hardy  as  to  risk  his  displeasure  by  denying  his 
requests.* 

The  charitable  society  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  clergymen,  since  known  by  the  name  of  the  Cor^* 
poration  for  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy,  had  its  beginning  this 
year ;  the  first  sermon  being  preached  by  the  reverend  Mr. 
Creorge  Hall,  son  of  the  famous  Joseph  Hall  bishop  of  Exe- 
ter, then  minister  of  Aldersgate,  afterward  archdeacon  of 
Canterbury,  and  bishop  of  Chester.  The  sermon  was  entitled 
**  God's  appearing  for  the  tribe  of  Levi,  improved  in  a  ser-. 
mon  preached  at  St.  Paul's  November  8,  1655^  to  the  sons 
of  ministers  then  solemnly  assembled/'  from  Numb.  xvii.  8 ; 
'^  The  rod  of  Aaron  budded,  aiid  bloomed  blossoms,  and 
yielded  almonds."  The  preacher's  design  was  to  enforce 
the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  a  settled  ministry;  and 
though  there  were  some  passages  that  discovered  hiin  to  be 
a  prelatist,  the  main  part  of  the  sermon  breathes  modera-* 
tion ;  ^^  Let  those  ill-invented  terms  (says  he)  whereby  we 
have  been  distinguished  from  each  other,  be  swallowed  up 
in  that  name  which  will  lead  us  hand  in  hand  to  heaven^ 

*  Mr.  NmI's  statement  of  CromweU's  interfereBoe  io  behalf  of  the  Waldenaes  is» 
in  general,  correct;  bat  when  he  sajs,  "the  poor  people  retomed  to  their  hoaaes 
and,  recovered  all  thar  ancient  rights  and  privileged* — ^his  repreaentation  !•  not  home 
oat  bj  faets.  If  the  reader  wishes  a  more  detailed  and  correct  aooount  of  thii  traipical 
affair,  he  should  consalt  Jonahs  History  of  the  ChrisUan  Church,  Toh  2.  e.  6*  Mct. 
6.  p.  358— 398.— V^.  J. 
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tiift  name  of  Ghristmns.  If  my  stomach,  or  any  of  yours, 
vise  against  the  name  of  brotherly  communion,  which  may 
consist  with  our  several  principles  retained,  not  differing 
in  sutetaRtials,  Ood  take  down  that  stomach,  and  make  us 
see  how  much  we  are  concerned  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. — Why  should  some,  in  the 
height  of  their  zeal  for  a  liturgy,  suppose  there  can  be  no 
service  of  God  but  where  that  is  used  ?  Why  should  others, 
again,  think  their  piety  concerned  and  trespassed  upon,  if 
I  prefer  and  think  fit  to  use  a  set  form  ?  There  must  be 
aliatemeiits  and  allowances  of  each  other ;  a  coming  down 
from  our  punctilios,  or  we  shall  never  give  up  a  good  ac- 
count to  God/'  From  this  time  sermons  have  been  preach- 
ed annually,  and  large  contributions  made  for  the  service  of 
this  charity.  In  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  they  became 
a  body  corporate ;  and  their  present  grandeur  is  sufficiently 
known  to  the  whole  nation. 

On  the  SIstof  March  this  year,  died  the  most  reverend 
and  learned  archbishop  Usher,  born  in  Dublin  1580,  and 
educated  in  Trinity-college.*  He  proceeded  M.  A.  in  the 
year  1600,  and  next  year  was  ordained  deacon  and  priest  by 
his  uncle  Henry  Usher,  then  archbishop  of  Armagh.  In 
the  year  1680  he  was  made  bishop  of  Meath,  and  four  years 
after  archbishop  of  Armagh  ;  in  which  station  he  remained 
till  the  dissolution  of  the  hierarchy  during  the  civil  wars. 
In  his  younger  years  he  was  a  Calvinist,  but  in  his  advanced 
age  he  embraced  the  middle  way  between  Calvin  and  Ar- 
ininius.  He  was  one  of  the  most  moderate  prelates  of  his 
time,  and  allowed  of  the  ordinations  of  foreign  Protestants ; 
which  none  but  he  and  bishop  Davenant,  and  one  or  two 
more  among  the  bishops  of  those  times,  would  adipit*  The 
archbishop  having  lost  all  his  revenues  by  the  Irish  rebel- 
lion, the  king  conferred  upon  him  the  bishoprick  of  Car- 
Msle  in  commendam.  In  164S  he  was  nominated  one  of  the 
assembly  of  divines  at  Westminster,  but  did  not  appear 


*  It  ift  a  carioas.aod.slngoUir  oircomstaoee,  that  arohbishop  Usher  reeeired  bia 
first  elements  of  learning  from  two  aunts,  inrho  were  both  burp  Mind,  jet  foand  oat 
aimediodof  t^aohing  Jam^to  readfinglish.  These  ladies  had  vast  memories,  and 
eoidd  npeat  most  part  of  .the  Scciptare  by-  heart  distinctly  and  witboat  mistake^  When 
it  was^debated^athetherOr.  Usher  ahonld  be  nominated  one  of  the  assemhlj  at  West- 
■HBStec,  Mr..S«hleo  ia  reported  to  hare -said,  **  that  they  had  as  good  inqoire,  whe- 
tiMr4lMy  had  best  admit  Inlgo  Jones,  ibe  king's  architect,  to  the  company  of  moafre^ 
trap-makers."  .  Bxat^ahBio^aphy,  yo|.<4«p<  536.  350»— Ed. 
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among  theio«  ^  As  long  as  the  king  was  at  Oxford  he  coin 
tinued  with  him,  but  when  the  war  was  ended,  he  returned 
to  London  and  lived  privately,  without  any  molestation^ 
He  assisted  at  the  treaty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  could  do 
no  service,  the  contending  parties  being  then  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  be  reconciled.    A  little  before  the  king's  death, 
the  archbishop  was  chosen  preacher  to  the  honourable  so- 
ciety of  Lincoln  VInn,  preaching  constantly  all  term-time, 
till  his  eyes  failing,  he  quitted  that  post,  about  a  year  and 
a  half  before  his  death,  and  retired  with  the  countess  of 
Peterborough  to  her  house  at  Ry^ate.    The  protector 
had  a  high  esteem  for  this  excellent  prelate,  and  consulted 
him  about  proper  measures  for  advancing  the  Protestant 
interest  at  home  and  abroad :  he  allowed  him  a  pension, 
and  promised  him  a  lease  of  part  of  the  lands  of  his  arch- 
bishopric in  Ireland  for  twenty-one  years ;  but  his  death 
prevented  the  accomplishment  of  his  design.    About  the. 
middle  of  February  the  archbishop  went  down  to  Ryegate, 
and  on  the  20th  of  March  was  seized  with  a  pleurisy,  of 
which  he  died  the  next  day,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his 
age,  having  been  fifty-five  years  a  preacher,  four  years 
bishop  of  Meath,  and  thirty-one  years  archbishop  of  Ar- 
magh.   The  archbishop  was  one  of  the  most  learned  men  of 
his  age ;  he  had  a  penetrating  judgment,  a  tenacious  me- 
mory ;  above  all,  he  was  a  most  pious,  humble,  exemplary 
Christian."*^     His  body  was  of  the  smaller  size,  his  com- 
plexion sanguine,  but  his  presence  always  commanded  re- 
verence.   The  protector  did  him  the  honour  of  a  public 
funeral,  and  buried  him  at  his  own  expensejt  in  king  Henry 
VII.'s  chapel.f 

*  "  With  his  great  and  Tast  learning  (it  is  raid),  no  man  bad  a  belter  son),  and  a- 
more  apostolioal  mind.  Passion,  pride,  self- will,  or  the  love  of  the  world,  seemed  not. 
to  be  so  mach  as  in  his  nature.  He  had  all  the  innocence  of  the  dove  in  him.  Bat  no 
man  is  entirely  perfect.  He  was  not  made  for  the  governing  part  of  his  function.  His 
son!  was  too  gentle  to  manage  the  rough  work  of  reforming  abases;  therefore  be  left 
things  as  he  found  them.  He  saw  the  necessity  of  oalting  off  many  abases,  and  hoped 
fol*  atime  of  reformation,  yet  he  did  not  exert  himself  to  correct  or  remove  thpse  corrop-' 
tions  which  he  apprehended  woald  bring  a  carse  and  rain  opon  the  charch.  It  seems 
that  this  sat  heavy  opon  his  mind  in  his  last  illness ;  for  he  prayed  often  and  with 
great  hamility,  that  God  woald  forgive  his  sins  of  omission,  and  lus  failings  in  his 
duty."    Life  of  Bishop  Bedel,  p.  86,  87.^Bd. 

t  Here  Mr.  Neal  was,  it  seems,  in  a  mistake.  The  protect»r,  thoagfa  he  directed 
that  this  prelate  shonld  be  buried  with  great  pomp  at  Westminster-abbey ;  bore  bat 
half  the  expense  of  the  faneral ;  the  other  half  fell  very  heavily  rnon  his  relations. 
His  Annals  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  is  esteemed  the  most  valuable  of  .his  na- 

t  Clarke's  General  Martyrology,  p.  977,  &c.  of  th«  Urei.  . 
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"Stephen  Marshall^  B.  D.  was  born  at  Godmanchester  in 
Huntingdonshire,  and  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and 
afterward  beneficed  at  Finchingfield  in  Essex,  where  he 
acquired  such  reputation  by  his  preaching,  that  he  was 
often  called  to  preach  before  the  long-parliament,  who  con- 
sulted him  in  all  affairs  relating  to  religion.  He  was  one 
of  the  assembly  of  divines,  and  employed  in  most  if  not  all 
the  treaties  between  the  king  ahd  parliament.  Mr.  Echard, 
according  to  his  usual  candour,  calls  him  ^^  a  famous  in- 
cendiary, and  assistant  to  the  parliamentarians,  their  trum- 
pet in  their  fasts,  their  confessor  in  their  sickness,  their 
counsellor  in  their  assemblies,  their  chaplain  in  their  trea- 
ties, and  their  champion  in  their  disputations  ;"*  and  then 
addfit,  "  This  great  Shimei,  being  taken  with  a  desperate 
sickness,  departed  the  world  mad  and  raving."  An  unjust 
aspersion !  for  he  was  a  person  of  sober  and  moderate  prin- 
ciples, insomuch  that  Mr.  Baxter  used  to  say,  that  if  all  the 
bishops  had  been  of  the  spirit  and  temper  of  archbishop 
Usher,  the  Presbyterians  of  the  temper  of  Mr.  Marshall, 
and  the  Independents  like  Mr.  Jer.  ^tiurroughs,  the  divisions 
of  the  church  would  have  been  easily  compromised.  When 
he  was  taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  retire  into  the  country  for 
the  air,  the  Oxford  Mercury  said  he  was  distracted,  and  in 
his  rage  constantly  cried  out,  that  he  was  damned  for  ad- 
hering to  the  parliament  in  their  war  against  their  king.  But 
he  lived  to  confute  the  calumny,  and  published  a  treatise  to 
prove  the  lawfulness  of  defensive  arms  in  cases  of  neces- 

meroas  works ',  and  the  first  draught  of  this  work  was  drawn  op  bj  him,  when  he  was- 
onlj  fifteen  jears  of  age.  The  western  world  owes  its  first  acquaintance  with  that 
Samaritan  Bible  to  this  prelate.  Four  copies  were  procured  for  him  bj  a  factor,  and 
sent  to  him,  from  Sjria,  in  1625.  He  ga?e  one  copj  to  the  library  at  Oxford  :  a  se- 
cond he  lodged  in  sir  Robert  Cotton's  library :  he  sent  a  third  to  Leyden,  and  re- 
served the  fourth  to  himself.  The  Old  Testament  in  Syriao  was  obtained  for  him 
not  long  after.  Clarke's  If artyrology,  in  the  Lives,  p.  8S0,  and  292.  Granger's  His- 
tory of  England,  vol.  3.  p.  27,  8to. 

Cromwell  prevented  the  sde  of  archbishop  Usher's  valuable  library  of  prints  and 
manuscripts  to  foreigners;  and  oaiised  it  to  be  purchased  and  sent  over  to,DuUitt» 
with  an  intention  to  bestow  it  on  a  new  college,  or  hall,  which  he  proposed  to  build 
and  endow  there.  The  lease,  which,  as  Mr.  Neal  says,  Cromwell  promised  to  the 
archbishop,  was  never  executed :  and  it  admits  a  doubt,  whether  the  pension  wis  ever 
enjoyed.  Dr.  Grey,  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Parr,  the  primate's  biographer. — Ed. 
'  *  The  words  of  Mr.  Echard  are  almost  verbatim  borrowed  from  Fuller.  Dr.  Grey, 
to  confute  the  character  given  of  Mr.  Marshall,  as  an  admired  preacher,  quotes  somoi 
passages  from  his  sermons ;  which  certainly  are  not  in  the  taste  of  modern  eloqnenoe.1 
bat  they  bad  a  point  in  them,  and  abounded  in  antithesis  and  comparisons,  which,  it 
is' easy  to  conceive,  might  gain  admiration.  Besides,  compositions  should  be,  la 
part,  at  least,  judged  of  by  the  spirit  and  taste  of  the  age  to  which  th^y  were'adapted.. 
—Ed. 
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sity.  He  was  an  Edmired  preacher^  and  fer  frolb  rannlDg 
into  the  extremes  of  the  times.  In  tfae  decline  of  his  life  lie 
retired  from  the  city,  and  spent  the  two  last  years  of  his 
life  in  Ipswich,  The  reverend  Mr.  G.  Firmiii,  in  a  preface 
to  one  of  Mr.  Marshall's  posthumous  sermons^  writes,  fhat 
be  had  left  few  such  labourers  as  himself  behind  him  ;  that 
hie  was  a  Christian  by  practice  as  well  as  profession;  that 
he  lived  by  faith,  and  died  by  faith,  and*was-an  example  to 
the  believers  in  word,  in  conversatbn,  in  charity,  in  fidth, 
and  purity.  That  when  he  and  others  were  talking  with 
Mr.  Marshall  about  his  death,  he  replied,  ^^  I  cannot  say^as 
he,  I  have  not  so  lived  that  I  should  now  be  afiraid  to  die; 
but  this  I  can  say,  I  have  so  learned  Christ,  that  I  am  not 
afraid  to  die."  He  enjoyed  the  full  use  of  his  understanding 
to  the  last;  but  lost  the  use  of  his  hands  and  appetite,  inso^ 
much  that  he  could  eat  nothing  for  some  months  before  he 
died.  Mr.  Fuller  says,  that  he  performed  his  exercise  for 
bachelor  of  divinity  with  general  applause ;  that  he  was  a 
good  preacher,  but  so  supple,  that  he  brake  not  a  joint  ia 
all  the  alteration  of  the  times ;  and  although  some  suspected 
him  of  deserting  his  Presbyterian  principles,  yet  upon  bis 
death-bed  he  gave  them  full  satisfaction  that  he  had  not.* 
His  remains  were  solemnly  interred  in  Westminster-abbey, 
but  were  dug  up  agaiif  at  the  Restoration. 

The  protector  helving  as  yet  no  better  than  a  military  title 
to  his  high  dignity,  resolved  to  obtain  a  more  legal  one  as 
soon  as  the  times  would  admit.  He  had  now  cut  his  way 
through  a  great  many  difficulties,  and  the  success  of  his  arms 
this  summer  having  raised  his  reputation  io  an  uncommon 
pitch  of  greatness,  he  resolved  to  summon  a  new  parliament 
to  meet  at  Westminster,  September  17,  1656,  to  confirm  his 
title  to  the  protectorship ;  and  the  republicans  being  his 
most  dangerous  enemies,  the  protector  sent  for  sir  H.  Vane 
and  major-general  Ludlow,  to  give  security  not  to  act  against 
tfae  present  government.f  He  asked  Ludlow,  what  made 
him  uneasy  i  or  what  he  would  have  ?  Ludlow  answered. 
He  would  have  the  nation  governed  by  its  own  consent.  I 
ain,  said  the  protector,  as  much  for  a  government  by  consent 
as  any  man ;  but  where  shall  we  find  that  coHBent :  among 
the  Prelatical,  Presbyterian,  Independent,  Anabaptist,  oi^ 
levelling  parties  ?    The  other  replied,  Among  those  of  all 

»  Fuller's  Worthits,  book  «.  p.  5S.  f  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  340. 
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sorts  vrho  hav«  acted  with  fidelijty  and  affection  to  the  pub<» 
lie.  The  protector,  apprehending  that  he  was  for  throwing 
all  things  back  into  confusion,  told  him,  that  all  men  now 
enjoyed  as  much  liberty  and  protection  as  they  eould  desire, 
and  that  he  was  resolved  to  keep  the  nation  from  being 
imbrued  again  in  blood.  '^  I  desire  not  (says  he)  to  put 
any  more  hardships  upon  you  tlian  upon  myself;  nor  do  I 
aim  at  any  thing  by  this  proceeding  but  the  public  quiet  and 
security.  As  to  my  own  circumstanced  in  the  world,  I  have 
not  much  improved  them,  as  these  gentlemen  (pointing  to 
his  council)  well  know.''  ButLudlow,  sir  Henry  Vane,  and 
colonel  Rich,  persisting  in  their  refusal  to  give  security, 
were  taken  into  custody.  Bishop  Burnet  says^  that  others 
solicited  him  to  restore  the  young  king,  and  that  the  earl  of 
Orrery  told  him  he  might  make  his  own  terms ;  but  that 
Cromwell  replied,  ^^  that  the  son  could  never  forgive  his 
father's  blood ;  and  that  he  was  so  debauched  he  would  undo 
every  thing/'  It  was  therefore  resolved  to  set  him  aside, 
and  proceed  upon  the  present  plan. 

When  the  parliament  met  according  to  appointment,  the 
reverend  Dr.  Owen  preached  before  them ;  his  text  was  Isa. 
xiv.  32 ;  <^  What  shall  one  then  answer,  the  messengers  of 
the  nation  ?  that  the  Lord  hath,  founded  Zion,  and  the  poor 
of  his  people  shall  trust  in  it."  From  the  abbey,  the  pror 
tector  went  with  the  members  to  the  painted  chamber,  where 
he  made  a  speech  and  then  dismissed  them  to  their  house: 
but  to  prevent  their  entering  into  debates  about  his  title,  a 
jguard  was  placed  at  the  door,  with  a  paper  of  recognition 
for  each  member  to  subscribe,  wherein  they  promise,  not  to 
act  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the  government  ad  it  was  esta- 
blished under  a  protector.  Upon  their  subscribing  this,  if^ 
they  were  under  no  disqualification,  they  had  a  certificate 
of  their  return,  and  of  their  being  approved  by  his  highness 
and  council.*  This  measure  was  certainly  inconsistent  with 
the  freedom  of  parliaments :  for  if  the  crown  has  a  negative 
upon  the  return  of  the  members,  they  are  tools  of  the  crown> 
and  not  representatives  of  the  people ;  because,  though  they 
are  legally  chosen  and  returned  by  the  proper  officer,  a 
superior  tribunal  may  set  them  aside.  Besides,  if  the  par^ 
liament  was  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  new  government,  the 
recognition  was  absurd,  because  itebliged  them  to  consent 

*  WKitekiokt,  p.  6S9.  '       i 
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to  tbat  whkh  they  bad  no  liberty  to  debate.  It  must  there- 
fore be  allowed,  that  Cromwell's  protectorship  was  baiU 
solely  upoii'  the.  aathority  of  the  council  of  officers:  this 
being  one  of  those  fundamentals  which  his  highness  would 
not  suffer  any  of  his  parliaments  to  debate.  But  it  is  highly 
probable  that  these  stretches  of  power  might  be  absolutely 
unavoidable  at  this  time,  to  maintain  government  under  any 
form ;  and  that  without  them  the  several  parties  would  have 
fallen  to  pieces,  and  involved  the  nation  in  confusion  and  a 
new  war.  The  parliament,  in  their  humble,  petition  and 
advice,  guarded  against  the  exclusion  of  their  members  for 
the  future,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  house^  which  the  pro- 
tector freely  consented  tQ ;  so  that  this  was  only  a  tempo- 
rary expedient,  and  not  to  be  made  a  precedent  of:  but  at 
present  almost  one  hundred  members  refused  to  subscribe, 
and  were  therefore  excluded.  These  presented  a  petition 
to  the  sitting  members  for  redress,  and  were  answered,  that 
the  protector  had  promised  to  relieve  them  if  they  could 
shew  cause  of  complaint.  ,  But  instead  of  this^  they  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  in  a  severe  remonstrance,  charging 
his  highness  with  invading  their  fundamental  rights  and 
liberties,  and  preventing  the  free  meeting  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  parliament.  To  which  it  was 
replied,  that  if  they  would  not  90  much  as  own  the  pro- 
tector^  they  had  no  colour  or  pretence  to  call  themselves 
members  of  parliament. 

The  sitting  members  having  chosen  sir  Thomas  Wid- 
drington  their  speaker,  approved  of  the  war  with  Spain, 
'  and  voted  supplies  to  support  his  highness  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  it.  They  renounced  and  disannulled  the  title  of 
.  Charles  Stuart;  and  passed.an  act,  making  it  high-treason 
to  compass  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  lord-protector.  They 
reviewed  the  orders  and  ordinances  of  the  protector  and 
his  council  in  the  intervals  of  parliament,  and  confirmed 
most  of  them.  They  abrogated  the  authority  and  power  of 
the  major-generals,  conceiving  it  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  England,  and  liberties  of  the  people.  These,  and  some 
other  acts  hereafter  mentioned,  were  presented  to  bis 
highness,  November  37,  for  confirmation;  and  as  he  was 
pleased  to  confirm  them  all,  be  told  them,  that  as  it  had 
been  the  custom  of  the  chief  governors  ^  acknowledge  the 
care  sind  kindness  of  the.  commons  upon  such  occasions. 
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fio  he  did  very  beartily  arid  tfaankTully  acknowledge  their 
Jsin&ess  therein.  But  the  parliament  continued  sitting 
till  next  year^  when  we  shall  meet  with  more  important 
transactions. 

The  act  for  security  of  the  protector's  person  was  no 
sooner-  passed  than  a  plot  was  discovered  against  his  life. 
M ileff  Syndercomb  a  leveller,  a  bold  resolute  man,  having 
been  disbanded  in  Scotland,  combined  with  one  Cecil,  and 
another  of  the  protector's  lifeguards,  to  assassinate  him  as 
he-  was  going  to  Hampton-court ;  but  being  disappointed 
once  and  again  by  some  unexpected  accidents,  the  other 
conspirators  betrayed  the  designs.  Syndercomb  put  him- 
self on  his  trial,  and  was  condemned  on  the  statute  85th  of 
Edward  HI.  the  chief-justice  Glynne  declaring,  that  by  the 
word  king  in  the  statute,  any  chief  magistrate  was  under- 
stood. But  Syndercomb  prevented  the  execution ;  for  the 
very  morning  he*  was  to  suffer,  he  was  found  dead  in  his 
bed ;  whereupon  his  body  was  tied  to  a  horse's  tail,  and 
dragged  naked  to  the  scaffold  on  TowerJiill,  and  then 
buried  with  a  stake  driven  through  it.  However,  a  day  of 
public  thanksgiving  was  appointed  for  the  protector's  de^ 
iiveradce,  February  SO ;  when  his  highness  gave  the  speaker 
and  members  of  parliament  a  splendid  entertainment  at  the 
banqueting-house. 

The  war  with  Spain  this  summer  was  attended  with  vast 
success,  for  no  sooner  had  the  king  of  Spain  seized  the 
effects  of  the  English  merchants  in  his  country,  than  the 
protector  ordered  his  admirals,  Blake  and  Montague,  to- 
block  up  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  and  look  out  for  the  Plate 
fleet,  which  captain  Stayner,  who  was  left  with  seven  men-^ 
•f-war  upon  the  coast,  while  the  admirals  were^gone  io 
Portugal  for  fresh  water,  discovered,  consisting  of  eight 
men-of-war,  making  directly  for  Cadiz ;  Stayner  bore  up  to 
them  with  all  the  sail  he  could  make,  and  engaged  them 
within  four  leagues  of  their  port ;  the  Spanish  admiral  run 
his  ship  ashore  with  six  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  eight; 
but.  the  vice-admiral,  with  twelve  hundred  thousand  pieces 
of  eight,  and  another  galleon,  were  fired  and  sunk;  the 
rear-admiral,  with  two  millions  of  plate  in  her,  was  taken; 
and  upon  the  whole,  six  of  the  eight  ships  were  destroyed ; 
the  plate  to  the  value  of  two  millions,  was  brought  to 
Portsmouth,  and.  conveyed  in  carts  to  Londpn^  and  carried^ 
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throagb  the  city  to  the  Toiler  to  be  coined-  AdqitnUi 
Blake,  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  wioterei}  upoa  the  cmst. 
of  Spain,  and  destroyed  another  fleet  of  much  greater  x^lw 
the  next  summer. 

.  After  the  discoyejry  of  Syndercomb's  plot,  the  Prelatists, 
Pr^abyterians,  and  Levellers^  were  pretty  quiet,  b^ut  the 
Qiiakers  began  to  be  very  troublesome.  The  reader  has 
been  informed,  under  the  year  1650,  that  George  Fo:|: 
travelled  the  coi^ntriea,  declaiming  in  the  market-places^ 
find  in  churches,  against  all  ordained  ministers,  and  placing 
the  whole  of  religion  in  ^n  inward  light,  and  an  extraordi- 
qfiry  impuke  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  the  year  1653  the 
Quakers  aet  up  separate  assemblies  in  Lancashire,  and  the 
i^^ja^qt  p{^rts.  |n  1654  they  opeqed  the  first  separate 
meeting  of  the  people  ctUled  Quakers  in  the  house  of  Robert 
Driog,  in  Watliog-street,  ]>ndon.  These  unwary  people, 
by  interrupting.  pnbUp  worship,  and  refusing  to  pay  any  re;^ 
spect  to  the  magistrate^  frequently  exposfid  themselves  to 
sufferings.*  One  of  thena,  in  a  letter  tp  the  protector,  says, 
^^  that  though  there  are  no  penal  laws  in  force,  obliging 
men  to  comply,  with  tk^  established  religion,  yet  the  Quakers 
9re  ^exposed  upon  other  accounts ;  they  are  fined  f^nd  im- 
prisoned  for  refusing  .to  take  sm  oath ;  for  pot  paying  their 
tithes ;  for  disturbing  the  public  assemblies,  and  meeting  in 
the  streets^  i^pfipl^ces  of  public  resprt ;  some  of  them  have 
bean  whipped  for  v^igabonds,  and  for  their  plain  speeches  to 
the  magistrate."  »  But  the  Quakers  were  so  far  from  being 
discourag€id«  th^t  they. opened  a  public  meeting  under  favour 
of  the  tQleiri^tim»9t  the  Bull-and-Mouth  inn,  in  Aldersgate-f 
street,  wjbiejre  ^f^jnen  a^  well  as  men  spake  as  they  were 
vipyjed;  sM^^d  wheu  none. were  moved,  there  was  no  speaking 

*  Goagh  says,  "  4liat  mostlj  (thoagh  not  always)  ihej  waited  till  the  worship  wai 
qoded.*'  ^be  Qoakers,  he  observes,  were  not  singular  concerniog  gospel-libertj  of 
propbesjibg.  I'he  Baptists  and  Independents  adopted  the  opinion,  that  ordained  mi- 
bisters  bad  Qot^^Uher  from  the  appointment  of  Christ,  or  the  practice  of  the  primi- 
tfve  Cbristiaiis,  an  exclasiye  right  of  speaking  in  the  chareh ;  bat  that  all  properlj 
gifted  might  speak'  one  by  one*  '  Daring  the  ciyil  ^ars  it  had  been  ns'ual  for  laymen, 
soldiers,  and  others,  with  the  comiivance,  if  not  with  the  approbation,  of  the  raling 
noytrers,  to  s})eak  or  preach  in  the  pnblic  places  of  worship,  or  elsewhere.  Oliirec 
Croinweil,  in'bis  correspondence  with  the  ministers  of  Scotland,  in  1650,had  vindi- 
dated  the  practice.  The  members  of  this  infant  society,  who  thonght  it  their  daty  to 
decjUi^e  the  burden  of  the  word  on  their  minds,  were  sanctioned  by  the  opinions  and 
manners  of  the  age.  They  were  reprehensible  only  when  the  impetudiity  of  lh§ir  ^1d 
ipterrqpted.th0  serrioeas  it  was  proceeding.  And  then  the  irregularity  and  radenesi^ 
Qf)hi^.pqndactdid  not  justify  .the  violence  and  outrage  with,  whidi  they  were  ofte^i 
treated :  as  conirary  to  humanity  abd'  citrillzatidn  as  t6  the  )[>rofekiied'princ1|Jle^  otti"' 
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i^«Ui.*  The  fiovehy  ef  iim  nwembHf  deem  gfeeiU  iWBb«r9 
ef  people  thither  out  of  euriosity  ;  nor  did  aay  give  theooi 
/  dtstBrbance,  as  long  as  they  c«iiAiiuied  quiet  within  them>- 
selves ;  but  in.  several  places  where  they  had  aa  business, 
the  extrsvagajMe  of  ^their  speakers  was  iasiftfferaUe ;  one 
0t  them  tntetrnpted  the  miniistm*  in  WIiitechapel*cburQh, 
and  dieturbed  the  ^arhole  assembly.  A  female  came  into 
Whitehall-chapel,'  steih  naked,  in  the  midst  of  public  wor«^ 
skip^t  the  lord-preteotor  himself  being  present.  Another 
came  into  the  parliament-house  with  a  .trenchard  in  her 
hand,  which  she  broke  in  pieces,  saying,  ^'  Thus  shall  ye  be 
broke  in  pieces."  Thomas  Alda^a^  having  eomplaioed  to  the 
protector  of  the  imprisonment  of  some  friends  in  the  country, 
and  not  inding  redress,  took  off  his  cap  and  tore  it  in 
pieces,  saying,  ^^  So  shall  thy  ^government  be  torn  from 
thee  and  thy  house."  Several  pretending  an  extraordinary 
message  from  Heaven,  went  about  the  streets  of  London, 
denouncing  the  judgments  of  God  against  the  protector  and 
his  council.  One  came  to  the  door  of  the  parliament^house 
wHb  a  drawnsword,  and  wounded  several  who  were  present, 
Stiying,  ^^  he  was  .inspired  by  the  Holy  Sipirit  to  kill  every 
man  that  sat  in  the  house."];  Others  in  their  prophetic 
Captures  denoUBced  judgments  on  the  whole  nation,  and 
ifeequenAly  disturbed  the  public  assemblies  where  the  chief* 
magistrate  himself  was  present.  Many  opened  their  shops 
on  the  Lord's  day;  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  were  so  very 
obstinate  and  intractable,  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the 
peace  without  some  marks  of  severity. 

But  the  most  extravagant  Quaker  that  appeared  at  this 
time  was  James  Naylor,  formerly  an  officer  inmajor-general 

*  Sewers  Hiitory,  p.  84. 

t  It  idoes  notcppear  •■  vbat  aiAority  Jlr.  Neal  hguig§So€W9td  tid$  storj.  It  is 
BOt  to  be  net  ^tb  in  Sewel,  wiio  does  jebletbe  two  (ellowioglftcts, .p^  144.  If  it 
srere  a  weil-mitiMHrtMaEted  fitet,  and  if  tbisihmile.  vntro  %  Qii«k«r,  tbe  iiv^Jic^riety  «nd 
iadecenej  of  her  Mtadtictovgbt  not  4*  be  infMitod  Ae  itbe  aeeitstj,  imiUss  it  direotlj 
•rosefrom  their'MFowed  principles, and  had  been  Miiotia0$Abj  tbeir  apprejb^tioQ.  Mr. 
Neal,  further  on,  spealE\s  of  "  either  extraragBBoes  -of  ihisf^^e  recorded  bj  our  his- 
torisms  aboat  that  time."  The  natter  efiaqairy  will  be*>«lieUier  those  bisVofiaos  wrote 
^a  good  -eTideaoe^aiid  irere  eandtd  andrfair  ia  their srctpceaiMtations.  He  aajs,  that 
^  Ifae  protector  was  oonliniiaUj  leased  with  their  inipeituiiilies :"  .eibers  m^y  appiaad 
tfae^finvnessaiid  perssTeraaoe  with  which  their  remoostranoes,  oa  the  peraeoations 
they- 8 vffered/here: called  teazbg  inportoaities,  were  renewed.  "  Fox  aDd.4>thera 
^4ie  adds)  wrote  tetters  4o  hiniy  filled  apkhdeaaaoiatioDs  of  the  diriae  jodgmeiits." 
If  we  ma^  tadge  by  the  tfpeoiaiBas  of  Iheaeiletters^-whieh  Sew«LaQd.^QQagh  b«Te  giv.ea 
jtB,  tbe  oandid  reader  will  fiad  TeasQaTatlKrto(applaBd.the;hoae8l'aiaiidicily.aad  aa- 
ikagttlt^  pbda'  deatiag  in  them>'  than  aaatempt  «f  jaBthefity^  <or  hitter  inrMiUTes* 
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Iiambert's  troops  in  Scotland,  a  manf  of  good  naturalpafh^ 
and  an  admired  speaker  among  these  people;  some  of  whom 
liad  such  a  veneration  for  him,  that  they  styled  him  in  blas- 
phemous language,  the  <' everlasting  Sun -of  righteousness; 
the  Prince  of  peace;  the  only  begotten  son  of  God;  the 
fairest  among  ten  thousand."  Some  of  the  firiends  kissed 
bis  feet  in  the  prison  at  Exeter,  and  after  his  release  went 
before  him  into  the  city  of  Bristol,  after  the  manner  of  our 
Saviour's  entrance  into  Jerusalem ;  one  walked  bareheaded ; 
another  of  the  women  led  his  horse ;  others  spread  their 
scarfs  and  handkerchiefs  before  him  in  the  way,  crying 
continually  as  they  went  on,  *«  Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord 
God  of  hosts;  Hosanna  in  the  highest;  holy,  holy,  is  the 
Liord  God  of  Israel."*  Upon  this  the  magistrates  of  Bristol 
caused  him  to  be  apprehended,  and  sent  up  to  the  parlia- 
ment, who  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the  witnesses 
against  him,  upon  a  charge  of  blasphemy;  (1.)  For  admit- 
ting religious  worship  to  be  paid  to  him ;  and,  (2.)  For 
assuming  the  names  and  incommunicable  titles  and  attri- 
bntes  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  as  the  name  Jesus,  Hke 
fairest  amongst  ten  thousand,  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God, 
the  Prophet  of  the  Most  High,  the  King  of  Israel,  the  ever- 
lasting Sun  of  righteousness,  the  Prince  Of  peace."  All 
which  he  confessed,t  but  alleged  in  his  own  defence,  tbat 

*  The  itory  of  Junes  Neylor  wm  toorenwrkeUe,  both  on  aecoiiDt  of  the  extrat ^ 

gaol  delusions  which  misled  bim  aodhis  admirers,  and  the  severe  and  illegal  sentence 
under  which  he  soffered,  not  to  be  recorded.  Bat  to  give  it  as  a  pictare  of  Qoaker- 
isra  IS  not  fiiir  or  candid :  for  not  onl  j  Sewel  himself  condenstts  the  behavioar  of  Naj« 
lor  and  bis  followers,  and  resolves  it  into  his  being  slopified  in  his  understanding, and 
begailed  by  the  wiles  of  Satan ;  hot  informs  as  that  the  Qaakers  in  general  spoke 
against  him  and  his  doings.  They  disowned  him  and  his  adherents.  Gongb  therefore, 
not  withodt  reason,  complains  that  this  has  been  passed  over  unnoticed,  while  the 
enormities  of  this  man,  instead  of  being  overlooked,  have  been  rather  exaggerated. 
The  refleotien  he  makes  on  this  is  jnst,  and  deserves  serious  attention.  **  Thero  seem 
to  be  a  pride  and  malignity  in  human  nature,  while  unreformed  by  religion,  diame* 
trically  opposite  to  Christian  charity,  which,  onconsoious  of  sublime  virtue  in  itself, 
and  aiming  to  depress  the  rest  of  mankind  below  ila  own  level,  delights  to  dwell  on 
(he  dark  side^of  characters,  to  magnify  the  failings  of  men,  and  draw  a  snspicioos 
shade  over  their  virtues,  or  the  mitigating  drcumstanoes  of  their  defiscts;  and  thia 
malevolent  disposition  receives  new  force  from  the  spirit  of  party,  which  peonliafly 

charecterized  this  age,  and  raged  with  unabated  violence  against  Che  Quakers." H 

nay  be  added,  though  it  should  be  with  deep  ooncem,  Uiat  even  good  and  liboal 
minds  do  not  always  rise  wholly  superior  to  the  influence  of  these  dispositiOBf.^ 
Cough's  History,  vol.  1.  p.  251.  247, 248.    SeweVs  History,  p.  143. 130.— Bd. 

t  This  is  not  accurate.  When  the  speaker  Widdrington  was  going  to  pronounce 
the  sentence,  J.  Naybr  said,  "  he  did  not'koow  hisoifenoe."  To  which  the  speaker 
replied,  **  he  should  know  his  offence  by  his  punishment"  The  trial  was  published, 
but  the  extravaganoy  of  the  seutenee  eountenanees  the  suspioion,  that  the  aocouttt  waa 
partially  taken  and  published  to  justify  the  cruelty  of  it.  Some  of  his  answers  wero 
innocent  enough :  tome  not  clear,  and  some  wrested  and  aggravi^ted  by  hu  adrersa* 
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these  honours  were  not  paid  to  him,  but  to  Christ  w^a 
dwelt  in  him. 

The  committee  asked  him,  why  he  came  in  so  extraor- 
dinary a  manner  into  Bristol.  To  which  he  replied,  that 
he  might  not  refuse  any  honours  which  others  who  were 
moved  by  the  Lord  gave  him.  Being  farther  asked  whether' 
he  had  reproved  the  persons  who  gave  him  those  titles  and 
attributes,  he  answered,  « If  they  had  it  from  the  Lord, 
what  had  I  to  do  to  reprove  them  ?  If  the  Father  has  moved 
them  to  give  these  honours  to  Christ,  I  may  not  deny  them ; 
if  they  have  given  them  to  any  other  but  to  Christ,  I  dis' 
own  them."  He  concluded  his  defence  thu^;  <'I  do  abhor 
that  any  honours  due  to  God  should  be  given  to  me,  as  I  ami 
a  creature  ;*  but  if  pleased  the  Lord  to  set  me  up  as  a  sign 
of  the  coming  of  the  righteous  one,  and  what  has  been  done 
to  me  passing  through  the  town,  I  was  commanded  by  the 
power  of  the  Lord  to  suffer  to  be  done  to  the  outward  man. 
as  a  sign ;  but  I  abhor  any  honour  as  a  creature.'' 

From  the  committee,  he  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
house,  where  the  report  being  read,  he  confessed  it ;  upon' 
which  the  house  voted  him  guilty  of  blasphemy,  and  ordered' 
him  to  be  set  in  the  pillory  two  hours  at  Westminster,  and' 
two  hours  at  the  Old  Exchange  ;  that  he  should  be  whipped 
through  the  streets  from  Westminster  to  the  Old  Exchange; 
that  his  tongue  should  be  bored  through  with  a  hot  iron/ 
and  his  forehead  stigmatized  with  the  letter  B ;  he  was  after- 
ward to  be  sent  to  Bristol,  and  to  ride  through  the  city 
with  his  face  to  the  horse's  tail,  and  to  be  whipped  the  next 
market-day  after  became  thithier.  Last  of  all,  he  was  to  be 
committed  to  Bridewell,  in  London,  to  be  restrained  from 
company,  and  to  be  put  to  hard  labour  till  he  should  be  re-' 
leased  by  parliament;  during  which  time  he  was  to  be  de- 
barred from  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  to  have  no  sustenance* 

ries:  they  reported  the  worst,  and  more  than  wastme :  adding  and  diminishing,  it  is 
s^d,  as  the  J  were  minded ;  and  leaving  oat  mach  of  what  was  spoken  to  the  com- 
nittee.  His  words  were  perverted,  and  ensnaring  qaestions  proposed  to  him. 
Sewel's  History,  p.  139,  note,  and  p.  140;  orGongh,  vol.  1.  p.  337,238,  note.— Eo.^ 
*  It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  homanitj,  and  as  a  proof  that  some 
persons  of  equity  and  moderation  existed  in  those  times,  that  several  persons  of  dif- 
ferent persuasions  had  offered  petilions  to  parliament  on  his  behalf,  but  it  was  re- 
solved not  to  read  them  till  sentence  had  been  passed :  when  by  the  execution  of  the 
first  part  of  it  he  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  extreme  weakness,  many  again  interposed 
>o  bis  favour  by  a  petition,  which  was  presented  to  the  house  by  more  than  a  hun- 
dred on  behalf  of  the  subscribers,  while  the  execution  of  the  remaining  part  was  re- 
spited for  a  week,  pleading  that  this  respite  had  refreshed  the  hearts  of  many  thoa^anda 
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6ut  what  he  got  by  his  hard  labour.  A  sentence  much  too 
severe  for  such  a  wrongbeaded  obstinate  creature.* 

December  18,  James  Naylor  stood  in  the  pillory  in  the 
Palace-yard,  Westminster,  and  was  whipped  to  the  Old  Ex- 
change ;  the  remainder  of  the  sentence  being  respited  for  a 
week,  in  which  time  the  reverend  Mr.  Caryl,  Manton,  Nye, 
Griffith,  and  Reynolds^  went  to  him,  in  order  to  bring  him 
to  some  acknowledgment  of  his  crime  ;t  but  not  being  able 
to  reclaim  him,  the  remainder  of  his  sentence  was  executed 
December  d7^  when  some  of  his  followers  licked  his  wounds, 
and  paid  him  other  honours  both  ridiculous  and  supersti* 
tious.  He  was  afterward  sent  to  Bristol,  and  whipped  from 
the  middle  of  Thomas-street,  over  the  bridge  to  the  middle 
of  Broad-street.  From  Bristol  he  was  brought  back  to 
Bridewell,  l<ondon,  where  he  remained  sullen  for  three 
days,  and  would  not  work,  but  then  begged  for  victuals,  and 
was  content  to  labour. 

At  len^h,  after  two  years'  imprisonment,  he  recanted  his 
errors  so  far  as  to  acknowledge,  that  the  honours  he  received 
at  bis  entrance  into  Bristol  were  wrong ;  ^^  and  all  those 
ranting,  wild  spirits,  which  gathered  about  me  (says  he)  at 
that  time  of  darkness,  with  all  their  wild  acts,  and  wicked 
woi^ks,  against  the  honour  of  God  and  his  pure  spirit  aiid 

altogether  anconcerned  in  liis  practice,  and  prajing  that  it  might  he  ^hollj  remitted. 
Bat  jhrtOlMMfce  and  tindietironeas  THiaM  thne.  m^eiMmoB.  Th»  ^rotMtpr  waa 
then  addietsed ;  on  which  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  faoase ;  hot  this,  thoajgh  it  occa- 
sioned some  debate,  ohlaiued  no  resolation  in  fiiTonr  of  the  pritoner.  On  tfaSa  the  pe- 
tktoMra.poeaentedtftiaMcoftd  addaait  lo ' tke  prefeMtor:  hut  it  ia  aaid»  ihe.  yobiio 
preachers  hj  their  ininence  preycnted  its  effoot.  Sewel,  p.  141 ;  And  Goagb,  toI.  1. 
p.  240,  241.— Ed. 

*  Mr,  N^al'a  eaaureof  tbia  settl0B«0is.too[|peDlle.j  Ift-ww  JBepagqpuiltp  kuBamtj, 
eqaity,and  wisdom.  For  thoogh  the  religions  estraTagances  of  Najlor  might  reasonably 
ahock  pionsand  sober  minds,  his  crimlnalitj  ought  to  hare  been  estimated  not  bj  the 
aomd  e^tbe  titles  and  dainslie  mtwamA,  or  wfaieb  wercglveD  to  Mm;  but  .bj  thede- 
Insion  and  frensj  which  had  seized  hia  brain:  and  on  this  ground  he  was  an  object 
of  pity,  not  of  indignation ;  and  he  shonld  hare  been  assigned  over  to  a  p^ysidmr  Ant 
m-oiirfr-of -Jiis-flMdBesB,  aed  not  te-the  exeootieDer  of  pnblio  jostice  to  be  punished. 
His  feataves,  we  are  told,  bore  a  near  resemblance  to  the  common  pictures  of  Christ; 
which  is  candidly  mentioned  by  Mr.  Granger  to  account  for  his  imagining  that  he^waa 
transformed  into  Christ ;  and  which  circumstance  ought  to  have  had  its  inilDenoe  with 
his  judges.    History  of  England,  vol.  3.  p.  149,  8vo. — Ed. 

t  These  gentlemen,  in  many  respects  excellent  characters,  did  itet  manage  this  in* 
terview  in  a  manner  worthy  of  themselves,  or  honourable  to  their  memory.  For  they 
would  admit  no  friend  of  his,  nor  any  other  person,  into  the  room,  although  requested. 
When  Naylor  insisted  that  what  had  passed  should  be  put  in  writing,  and  a  copy  left 
with  him  or  the  jailor,  they  censented :  but  on  bis  remarking  afterward  in  the  course  of 
the  conversation,  on  perceiving  they  meant  to  wrest  his  words,  "  how  soon  they  forgot 
the  work  of  the  bishops,  who  were  now  treading  the  same  steps,  seeking  to  entnare 
the  innocent,"  they  rose  up  in  a  rage,  and  barnt  what  they  had  written.  Sewet,  p.  149. 
Goagh,  vol.  1.  p^!!4S. — ^Ed. 
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|)e6ple)  ttehoxxtice.  AM  ^faer^aB  1  gavVadvkiikge,  illAmigft 
'Want  df  jildgmeDt,  td  thai  evil  spirit,  I  l^ke  '^hanf^  tb  tily- 
self."  After  the  protectW's  d^ath  Jattiyg  Nayldr  if  as  rd- 
l^ased  out  of  pHsbtti,  Hiid  Wrdte  several  things  in  defend^  of 
the  QuaKerSy  who  owned  him  as  ia  friend,  notwith&tandi)^ 
his  exti'a'ira&;aiit  beh&vtoiir  ;*  but  he  did  not  long  survive  Ms 
enlargeiheial,  for  i^etitihg  i Ato  tluiltingdonshire,  he  died  ther^ 
towards  the  latter  etid  of  the  year  1660,  about  the  forty- 
fourth  year  of  bis  age.f  Mr.  Whitelocke  observes  very 
justly,  that  m^iiy  thought  he  w^  too  Aiiibusly  prosecuted 
l^y  soilie  rigid  meti.j: 

'  Other  extravagances  of  this  people,  about  this  time,  are 
i^orded  by  our  histdrians.  The  protector  was  conti'nuairy 
teamed  w^th  their  itnportuniti^s ;  they  waited  for  him  on  the 
road,  and  watched  about  his  palace,  till  they  gdt  an  oppor- 
tttdity  to  Bpesk  to  him.  George  Fox,  tod  othei's,  wtot^ 
letters  filled  with  detiuncifctions  of  divine  jadgmeirfs,  niAe^s 

*  The  refieetioBs  iosinaated  h^re  against  the  Qaaken  mi^t'haT*  been  ^^H  9pai^ : 
and  it  woald  have  been  more  handsome  in  oar  author  to  have  stated  the  matter  as  Sewel 
has :  "  James  Najlor  (sajs  he)  came  to  Terj  great  sorrow  and  deep  hnmiJiation  of 
mind:  and  therefore,  becanse  God  forgiyes  the  transgressions  of  the  penittet,  and 
blotteth  them  oat,  and  remembereth  them  no  more,  so  could  James  Najior's  frienda 
Ao  no  other  than  forgive  his  crime,  atid  Urns  take  back  the  [lost  sh^ep  into  'fteir  so- 
Cietj."    iSewel's  History,  p.  153.— Ed. 

t  The  expressions  ottered  bj  James  Najlor,  aboat  two  hoars  before  his  death, 
loth  in  jostice  to  his  name,  and  onaeconnt  of  their  own  excellenoe,  deserre  to  bepre- 
8er?ed  here.  "  There  is  a  spirit  which  I  feel  (he  said^,  that  delights  to  d«  no  eTil, 
iior  to  reyenge  any  wrong,  bat  delights  to  endare  allthmgs,  in  hopes  to  enjoj  its  own 
to  the  end  :  its  hope  fs  to  botlive  all  wrath  and  contention,  and  to  weary  oai  all  et- 
altation  and  cnielty,  or  whatever  is  of  a  nature  ooutrai'y  to  itself.  It  sees  to  the  end 
of  all  temptatioq :  as  it  bears  no  cTil  in  itself,  so  it  conceives  none  in  thought  to  any 
•ther :  if  it  be  betrayed,  it  bears  it;  for  its  groand  and  spHng  are  the  mercies  andYor- 
giveness  of  God :  its  crown  is  meekness,' its  life  is  eveitasting  love  nnfelgnedi-aad 
takes  its  kingdom  with  entreaty  and  not  with  contention,  and  keeps  it  by  lowliness 
9f  iaind.  In  God  alone  it  can  rejoi'de,  tliough'  kiohe  efse  cUi  Mgard  it,  or'can  o#n  its 
Ufe:  it  is  conceived  in  sorrow,  and  brought  forth  without  any  pity  to  it;  nor  doth  it 
murmur  at  grief  and  oppression.  It  never  rejoiceth,  but  through  sufferings,  for  with 
the  %orid*s  joy  it  is  murdered:  I  (Bund  it  Ubbe  being  forsaken;  I  have  foUbwship 
tisercin  with  them  who  lived  in  dens  and  d^olate  places  in  the  earth,  who  thrtmgh 
aeath  obtained  this  resurrection  and  eternal  life."  After  his  fall  James  Kaylor  waa 
a  man  of  grea  self-deaikl,  and  rery  diflld)9nt  and' Jealous  of  hitoself.  S^l,  p.  l£r9. 
GoQgh's  History,  vol.  %,  p.  246,— Ed.    . 

%  Whiteiocke*s  observation  on  Najlor's  sentence,  jast  as  it  is,  is  not  sufficiently 
a^ong  and  poignadt  In  its  cmelty  tliift*rfdiiteBoebore  a'grdst  resemUhnce  to  that 
passc^  on  Dr.  Ijeighton  by  the  infiunous  court  of  star-chamber:  and  it  Vied  with  it 
in  illegality,  for  the  house  of  commons;  as  Gough  remarks,  is  no  court  of  judicature, 
nor  hath  any  power  to  inflict  a  punishment  beyond  imprisonment  during  its  session. 
Hi8|>  of  the  Quakers,  yol*  %»  p*  S39.  It  ojight  not  to  be  omitted,  that  many  of  the 
ihembiers  were  very  averse  to  the  severity  of  the  measures  taken  against  this  perse- 
entad  man,  wliom  a  temporary  fk^niy  mhsled.  Though  it  may  be  'added  &ere,  the 
recaiitatioji  of  this  bewildered  victim  was  not  published  till  after  his  release)  yet  that 
and  otfcer  'pieces  were  written  by  him  while  he  was  in  prison :  dnrug  which  period 
ha  rteorered  a  soqnd  sUta  of  mind,  and  fa^eiled  Of  his  errors,    S«wel>  p.  144.— Ed* 
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he  woold  pull  down  the  remains  of  antichrist,  by  which  th^y 
understood  church-minigters,  and  church-maintenance.  T« 
which  the  protector  paid  no  regard. 

As  new  inroads  were  made  upon  the  ordinances  for  obser* 
^ration  of  the  sabbath,  the  parliament  tookcare  to  amend  them* 
This  year  they  ordained,  that  '^  the  sabbath  should  be  deem- 
ed to  extend  from  twelve  of  the  clock  on  Saturday  night,  to 
twelve  of  the  clock  on  the  Lord's  day  night ;  and  within 
that  compass  of  time  they  prohibited  all  kinds  of  business 
and  diversions,  except  works  of  necessity  and  mercy.  No 
election  of  magistrates  is  to  be  on  the  Lord's  day ;  no  hold- 
ing of  courts,  or  return  of  writs,  but  if,  according  to  their 
charters,  they  fall  upon  the  Lord's  day,  they  are  to  be  de- 
ferred to  Monday.  It  is  farther  enacted,  That  all  persons 
not  having  a  reasonable  excuse,  to  be  allowed  by  a  justice 
of  peace,  shall  resort  to  some  church  or  chapel,  where  the 
true  worship  of  Grod  is  performed,  or  to  some  meeting-place 
of  Christians  not  differing  in  matters  of  faith  from  the  pub« 
lie  profession  of  the  nation,  on  penalty  of  two  shillings  and 
six-pence  for  every  offence.  It  is  farther  ordered,  that  no 
minister  shall  be  molested  or  disturbed  in  the  discharge  of 
his  office  on  the  Lord's  day,  or  any  other  day,  when  he  is 
performing  his  duty,  or  in  going  and  coming  from  the  place 
of  public  worship.  Nor  shall  any  wilful  disturbance  be  given 
to  the  congregation,  on  penalty  of  five  pounds,  or  being  sent 
to  the  workhouse  for  six  months*  provided  the  information  be 
within  one  month  after  the  offence  is  committed."*  This 
ordinance  to  be  read  in  every  church  or  chapel  of  this  nation 
annually,  the  first  Lord's  day  in  every  March. 

The  oath  of  abjuration,  for  discovering  Popish  recusants, 
not  being  effectual,  it  was  now  farther  ordained,  *^  that  all 
justices  of  peace,  at  the  quarter-sessions,  should  charge  the 
grand  juries  to  present  all  persons  whom  they  suspected  to 
be  popishly  affected;  and  that  every  such  person  should 
appear  at  the  next  quarter-sessions,  and  take  and  subscribe 
the  following  oath  of  abjuration,  on  penalty  of  being  ad- 
judged Popish  recusants  convict,  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
whatsoever. 

^^I  A.  B.  do  abjure  and  renounce  the  pope's  supremacy 
and  authority  over  the  Catholic  church  in  general,  and  orer 
myself  in  particular.  And  I  do  believe  the  church  of  Rome 

*  S«olMl,p.4S8. 
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is  not  the  true  church ;  and  that  there  is  not  any  transub- 
^antiation  in  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  or  in  the 
elements  of  bread  and  wine  after  consecration  thereof,  by 
VLuy  person  whatsoever.    And  I  do  also  believe,  that  there 
is  not  any  purgatory ;  and  that  consecrated  hosts,  crucifixes, 
or  images,  ought  not  to  be  worshipped ;  neither  that  any 
worship  is  due  unto  them.     And  I  also  believe,  that  salva- 
tion cannot  be  merited  by  works.  And  I  do  sincerely  testify 
and  declare,  that  the  pope,  neither  of  himself,  nor  by  any 
authority  of  the  church  or  see  of  Rome,  or  by  any  other 
means,  with  any  other,  hath  any  power  or  authority  to  de- 
pose the  ehief  magistrate  of  these  nations,  or  to  dispose  of 
any  of  the  countries  or  territories  thereunto  belonging ;  or 
to  authorize  any  foreign  prince  or  state  to  invade  or  annoy 
him  or  them ;  or  to  discharge  any  of  the  people  of  these  na- 
tions from  their  obedience  to  the  chief  magistrate ;  or  to 
give  licence  or  leave  to  any  of  the  said  people  to  bear  arms^ 
raise  tumults,  or  to  offer  any  violence  or  hurt  to  the  persoa 
of  the  said  chief  magistrate,  or  to  the  state  or  government 
of  these  nations,  or  to  any  of  the  people  thereof*  And  I  do 
farther  swear,  that  I  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  detest,  and 
abjure,  this  damnable  doctrine  and  position,  that  princes^ 
rulers,  or  governors,  which  be  excommunicated  or  deprived 
by  the  pope,  may,  by  virtue  of  such  excommunication  or 
deprivation,  be  killed,  murdered,  or  deposed  from  their 
rule  or  government ;  or  any  outrage  or  violence  done  to 
them  by  the  people  that  are  under  them ;  or  by  any  other 
whatsoever  upon  such  pretence.    And  I  do  farther  swear, 
that  I  do  believe  that  the  pope,  or  bishop  of  Rome,  hath  no 
authority,  power,  or  jurisdiction,  whatsoever,  within  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  or  the 
dominions  or  territories  thereunto  belonging,  or  any  or 
either  of  them.  And  all  doctrines  in  affirmation  of  the  same 
points  I  do  abjure  and  renounce,  without  any  equivocation, 
mental  reservation,  or  secret  evasion,  whatsoever,  taking 
tlie  words  by  me  spoken  according  to  the  common  and 
usual  meaning  of  them.  And  I  do  believe  no  power  derived 
from  the  pope  or  church  of  Rome,  or  any  other  person, 
can  absolve  me  from  this  mine  oath.    And  I  do  renounce 
all  pardons  and  dispensations  to  the  contrary.    So  help 
me  God."* 


•  Stobel,  p.  444. 
VOL.  IV.  L 
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Upon  refuaal  of  this  oath,  the  protector  aad  his  succes- 
sors mighty  by  process  in  the  exchequer,  seize  upon  two- 
thirds  of  their  estates  both  real  and  personal,  for  the  use  of 
the  public,  during. the  time  of  their  recusancy;  but  after 
their  decease,  the  same  were  to  return  to  the  right  heir, 
provided  they  took  the  aboveTm^Htioned  oath*  It  was  fair-r 
ther  ordained,  **  that  no  suli^ect  of  this  commonweaUh  sbaU 
at  any  tim^  be  present  at  mass,  in  the  house  of  any  foreigo 
ambassador,  oc  agent,  or  at  any  other  place,  on  penaUy  of 
100/.  and  imprisonment  for  six  months,  half  t.o  the  protee-. 
tar,  and  half  to  the  informer." 

How  far  these  severities  were  needful  or  justifiable  I 
I^five  with  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

The  protector  bad  an  opportunity  this  year,  of  appears 
ing.for  the  Protestants  of  France,*  as  he  had  dpoe  last  yeac 
for  those  of  the  Yalleys ;  there  happened  a  quarrel  betweea 
the  burghers. of  Nismes,  wJio.were  mostly.  Hugonota,  and 
the  magistrates  and  bishop  of  the  city  ;.the  intendant  of  the 
prpvioce  being. informed.ofitv  repainedtliither  to  prevent aa 
insurrection ;  bat  the  bnrg^ers  slandiBg  in  their,  own  de^ 
ft^nce  mi9ed  a  tumult,  of  which,  the  intendant  sent  an  ago- 
count  to  court.  The  bui^ers,  being  aaooiSfinsibtejofjtbetfi^ 
folly,  submitted: and  begged  pai^dtuii;  butt  the  cotint^  l^iogi 
hold ;Qf  the  opportunityi,  resolveditoinuiatlran;.  Vpoa  wihichi 
they  dispatched  a  messenger  privatdly.ta  Gilomw^Ui  andj 
b^ged  his  interposition.  The  protector*  baviog^acd'tiiA 
whole  acopunt,  bid;  the  messaager*  stay,  and  refreA  hima^^ 
and  before  he  ceald  return  to  Paris^  his  business*  shimldibfi 
done.  Accordingly,  an  express  was  immediately  diapatcb^ 
with  a  leAter  to  tbeking.  of  France,,  under  cowrof^the.folr. 
lowing  to  cardinal  Mazarine. 

^^  To  his  Eminence  the  Lord  Cardinal  Mazarine. 

"  Having  thought  necessary  tpidisp^cb  this  g^n^tleuppanr 
to  the  king  with  the  enclosed  lett^r^, I. c^o^nvwd^  Ikip^ti^. 
salute  your  eminence  on. my  part;  aAd  havjlpg  cthaEgQdfhiffk; 

*  The  condact  of  Cromwell,  in  this  instance,  do^s  him  the  more  bonoor,  as,  an- 
bappjlj  for  the  sufferiDC  Protestants  of  Franoe^  it  is-onparalleled.  It  .^s  hdI  formjB<L' 
on  any  precedent;  nor  nas  his  generoas  example  been  followed.  **  When,  an,  oppprr 
tnnitj  (observes  an  ingenious  writer)  offered  for  doing  something  for  fhem  at  the 
peace  of  Ryswiok,  in  1697  :  and  again,  of  Utrecht,  in  17:13,  atnhiclitiiBfttai^hfts?. 
dred  were  still  groaning  on  board  the  galleys,  or  perishing  in  dangeons^  there  w%s  no^, 
one  stipulation  in  their  favour/'  Bicheno's  Signs  of  the  Times,  part  1.  p^  46;'note.' 
—Ed. 
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to  comraunieate  to  you  certaia  affairs  whieb  I  have  intrust- 
ed him  witb^  X  therefore  pmy  your  highness  to  give  credit 
to  what  he  shall  say,  having  an  entire  confidence  in  him. 
"  YouremiaBVce's  most  affectionate,. 
^'  O.  Cromwell^  protector  of  the 
'^  Coramoawealth  of  Elogiand^  &e. 
''  Whitehall,  December  28th,  1656/' 
The  proiector  added  the  following  postscript  with  his  own 
band ;  *^  I  bave  been  informed  of  the  tumult  at  Nismes :  I 
recommend  to  year  highness  the  interest  of  the  reformed." 
And  in  his  instructions  to  his  ambassador  Lockhart,  he 
commanded  him  to  insist  peremptorily,  that  the  tumult  of 
Nismes  be  forgiven>  or  else  to  leave  the  court  immediately. 
Mazfirine  compiaioed  of  this  usage,  as  too  high  and  impe- 
rious;, but  his  eminence  stood  in  too  much  awe  of  the  pro- 
tector to  <|uarrel  with  hiiDj  and  therefore  sent  orders  to  the 
inteadant  to  make  up  the  matter  as  well  as  he  could.    Mr. 
WelWQod  says,   tlie  cardinal  would  change  countenance 
wheaeyer  he  heard-  the  name  of  the  protector,  insomuch 
that  it  became  a  proverb  in  France^  that  Mazarine  was  not 
so  mwh  afraid  of  the  devil  as  of  Oliver  Cromwell.     Such 
was  the  teo^ror  of  thi^  gr^at  man's  name-  in  the  principal 
courts  of  Europei 
This  y/ear*  died,  the  right  reverend  and  pious  Dr.  Joseph 

*'  In  September,  tbitf  year  [1656],  tbere  bappened  at  Abingdeif  in  Berkshire  a  tii^ 
nkAii  ivbEch  iras  attended  wiCb' sii^alarctircomstences,  expresaiye  of  the  political  as 
-well  ait  religions  frenzy  of  the  times.  It  was  occasioned  by  the  banal  of  Mr.  Pen- 
darris,  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  obaroh  iii  that  town ;  who  died  in-Lctidcni,  and  was 
broogbt  down  to  Abingdon  by  water,  ia  a  sugar-cask  filled  op  with  sand,  to  be  in- 
terred. As  he  was  one  of  the  fifth-monarchy  men,  and  the  people  to  whom  he  minis- 
tered were  of  Ihat  stamp,  and  fanrons  among' the  party  in  general,  his  ratermeot  drew 
logetfator  SD  vast  atoencoei-ie  of  peode,  even  from  the  remotest  paits  of  the  klngdonr, 
that  the  governing  powers  took  notice  of  it,  and'  sent  major-general  Bridges  with  a 
paHjr  of  soldiers  to  atkeud  on  the  'ocoasSon.  Sl^^il  days  were^  sp^nt  bj  the  -people 
lAfeligioiie  exerfcines,  in  wbioh  were  thrown  oat  many  railing  accnsations  against  the 
existing  goverament,  and  exhortations  to  "  arise  and  figbt  the  Lord's  battles,"'  &o. 
At  last  the  major-geneHd  sent  an  order  tddissolnre  the  meeting  in  ifaeee  words :  "  It 
ia  4ie  older  of  the  state,  that  yon  depart  to  yonr  habitatiena*"  They  refused  to  obey 
this  order,  and  persisted  in  their  exercises.  A  goard  was  then  set  upon  the  house 
wfaei^  they  were  assen^Med.  Otttns  they  repaired  Ur the  inarket-place,  and  coiitl* 
need  in  the  most  insolent  manaerto  rail  at  tbe  protector^  and  abuse  the  soldiers ;  cry- 
ing out,  "  Now,  Lord,  appear ;  down  with' the  priests,"  &c.  tlie  very  women  exei^ 
ting  tUe  men  to  violence.  The  sblflie^s  at  taai  Ipnlled  down^themnfrdhn'^heir  tteolit 
A  fray  easoed,  and  swords  and  canes  were  brandished  together  in  tbe  greatest  con- 
fssion,  and  some  few  slighdy  hiiM.  T6^  major-general  then  entered  the  town  with 
biB'-wbele  brigade  of  horse.  Tbe  ringleaders  were  apprehended  and  broagl^t  before 
him :  with  whom  he  reasoned  and  expostulated  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  buf  with- 
out snecess.  For  none  of  them  wonld  own  their  fanit,  or  acknowledge  the  existing 
9*vwiialeAt,  nor  eve^pieimise  to  h^ehnTe  peaceably,  saying,  **  they  knew  not  how 
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Hall,  bishop  of  Norwich,  whose  practical  works  have  been 
in  great  esteem  among  the  dissenters.  He  was  bom  at 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch  in  Leicestershire,  and  educated  in  Ema- 
nuel-coUege^  Cambridge.  When  he  left  the  university,  he 
travelled  with  sir  Edmund  Bacon  to  the  Spa  in  Germany. 
Upon  his  return,  he  was  taken  into  the  service  of  prince 
Henry^  and  preferred  to  the  rectory  of  Waltham  in  Essex, 
which  he  held  twenty-two  years.  King  James  sent  him 
to  the  synod  of  Dort  with  other  English  divines^  where  he 
preached  a  Latin  sermon ;  but  was  forced  to  retire  to  Eng* 
land  before  the  synod  broke  up,  on  the  account  of  his  health. 
Some  time  after  his  return,  he  was  preferred  to  the  bishop- 
rick  of  Exeter,  and  from  thence  translated  to  Norwich.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles  between  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment,  the  bishop  published  several  treatises  in  favour  of  dio- 
cesan episcopacy^  which  were  answered  by  Smectymnuus, 
as  has  been  already  related.  He  was  afterward  imprison- 
ed in  the  Tower  with  the  rest  of  the  protesting  bishops ; 
upon  his  release  he  retired  to  Norwich,  the  revenues  of 
which  bishoprick  being  soon  sequestered,  together  with  his 
own  real  and  personal  estate,  he  was  forced  to  be  content 
with  the  fifths.  The  soldiers  used  him  severely,  turning 
him  out  of  his  palace,  and  threatening  to  sell  his  books^  if 
a  friend  had  not  given  bond  for  the  money,  at  which  they 
were  appraised.  The  bishop  complained  very  justly  of  this 
usage,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  Hard  Measure.  At  length 
the  parliament,  to  make  him  some  amends,  voted  him  40/. 
per  annum ;  and  when  the  war  was  ended,  in  the  year  1647, 
they  took  oflfthe  sequestration  from  his  estate,  and  the  bishop 
lived  peaceably  upon  it  afterward,  spending  his  solitude  in 
acts  of  charity  and  divine  meditation.  He  was  a  learned  aqd 
pious  man,  and  of  great  humility  and  goodness  in  conversa- 
tion ;  but  being  the  tool  of  archbishop  Laud,  in  supporting 
the  divine  right  of  diocesan  episcopacy,  lessened  him  in  the 
esteem  of  the  parliament.  Mr.  Fuller  says,*'  he  was  fre- 
quently called  our  English  Seneca,  for  the  pureness,  plain- 
ness, and  fulness,  of  his  style,  t    He  was  more  happy  in  his 


soon  thej  might  be  called  forth  to  do  the  Lord*«  work."  However,  five  oaIj  i 

mitted  to  prison,  and  they  were  soon  afterward  released.     Tbompsoo's  CoQ«otioB8, 

under  the  word  Abingdon  MSS. — Ed. 

♦  Fuller's  Worthies,  book  2.  p.  130. 

t  lo  his  younger  years  be  composed  a  book  of  satires,  and  was  the  first  writ«r  in 
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practical  than  polemical  writings.  There  is  one  remarkable 
passage  in  his  will,  which  is  this:  after  having  desired  a  pri- 
vate funeral,  he  adds,  ''  I  do  not  hold  God's  house  a  meet 
repository  for  the  dead  bodies  of  the  greatest  saints."  In 
his  last  sickness  he  was  afflicted  with  violent  pains  of  the 
stone  and  stranguary,  which  he  bore  with  wonderful  pa- 
tience, till  death  put  an  end  to  all  his  troubles,  September 
8^  1656,  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year  died  the  reverend  Mr. 
Richard  Capel,  born  at  Gloucester  1586,  and  educated  in 
Magdalen-college,  Oxon,  where  he  proceeded  M.  A.*  His 
eminence  in  the  university,  says  the  Oxford  historian,  was 
great;  he  had  divers  learned  men  for  his  pupils,  who  were 
afterward  famous  in  the  church,  as  Accepted  Frewen,  arch- 
bishop of  York,  William  Pemble,  and  others.  He  left  the 
university  for  the  rectory  of  Eastington  in  his  own  county, 
where  he  became  celebrated  for  his  painful  and  practical 
preaching,  as  well  as  for  his  exemplary  life.  When  the 
book  of  sports  came  out  1633^  he  refused  to  read  it,  but  re- 
signed his  rectory,  and  commenced  physician.  In  1641  he 
closed  with  the  parliament,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  as- 
sembly of  divines,  but  declined  sitting  among  them,  choosing 
to  reside  at  his  living  at  Pitchcomb,  near  Stroud,  where  he 
was  in  great  reputation  as  a  physician  and  divine,  preaching 
gratis  to  his  congregation.  He  published  several  valuable 
.  treatises,  and  among  others  a  celebrated  one.  Of  Tempta- 
tions, their  Nature,  Danger,  and  Cure.  He  was  a  good  old 
Puritan,  of  the  stampof  Mr.  Dod,  Cleaver,  and  Hildersham  ; 
and  died  at  Pitchcomb  in  Gloucestershire,  September  21, 
1656,  aged  seventy-two  years.t 

that  kiod  of  oar  English  poets.  Mr.  Pope  said  high  things  of  this  performabce. 
Granger's  History  of  England,  vol.  2.  p.  157, 8vo. — £o. 

•  Poller's  Worthies,   p.  ^60. 

t  Mr.  Neal  has  passed  over  here  a  name  of  great  worth  and  eminence,  wbic^  onght 
not  to  be  forgotten  in  a  history  of  the  progress  of  religions  liberty ;  that  of  the 
"  ever-raeniorable"  jobn  Hales,  of  Eton,  as  he  has  been  nsnallj  called,  -who  died  on 
the  19th  of  May,  1656,  aged  seventy-two  ypars :  whose  writings,  though  not  name- 
roos,  especially  his  Discoarse  on  sichism,  have  mnch  contribaled  to  promote  just 
sentiments  and  a  liberality  of  spirit.  He  was  born  at  Bath,  in  1584,  and  made  so 
early  a  proficiency  in  grammar-leamiog,  that  at  tliirteen  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to 
Corpas-Christi  college  in  Oxford ;  and  studied  onder  Greorge  Abbot,  afterward  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbory,  under  whom  he  imbibed  an  attachment  to  the  doctrines  of  Cal- 
vinism. In  1605,  by  the  interest  of  sir  Henry  Saville,  warden  of  Merton-coUege, 
whose  notice  and  patronage  his  merit  and  learning  had  attracted,  he  was  chosen  fel- 
low of  the  same :  and  bis  assistance  was  engaged  in  the  excellent  edition  of  Chry* 
sostom's  work  by  sir  Henry ;  which  is  tbe  best  printed  Greek  book  England  can 
boast,  and  cost  the  learned  editor  several  tboDsand  pounds.    Harwood's  View  of  tho. 
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The  parliament  which  iQet  September  17  coDtimied  ait- 
tiDg  tUl  the  next  year,  having  before  them  an  afibir  of  the 
greatest  coDseqiienise»  which  was  confirffiing  the  govem- 
nent  uader  Cromwell  as  lord-»protector,  or  changing  it  for 
ther  title  of  king.  Colonel  Jepbaon,  one  of  the  members 
from  Ireland,  moFed,  that  the  protector  might  have  <h€f 
crown,  with  the  title  of  king,  and  was  seconded  by  alderman 
Pack,  one  of  the  representatives  for  the  city  of  Liondon ; 
but  the  republicans  in  the  bouse  opposed  it  with  great 

Editions  of  the  Classiea,  second  edljdon,  p.  143.^-Mr*  Hales  was  also  lypointed  to 
read  the  Greek  lectore  in  his  college,  and  in  161 S  he  was  elected  Greek  professor  to 
the  jtniverMty.  In  1612—43  he  was  caHed  upon  to  compose  and  speak  the  ftineral 
oration  for  sir  Thomas  Bodlej,  foander  of  the  Bodleian  library,  whose  corpse  the 
nnirersitj  determined  to  inter  in  the  most  solemn  manner.  On  the  24th  of  May  in 
that  year,  he  was  Admittefl  felloir  of  Stonniollege,  bdng  then  in  holy  orders,  fn  16181 
he  accompanied  sir  DadLey  Carleton,  king  James's  anikbassador  to  the  States  of  Hol« 
land,  as  lus  chaplain  ;  and  was  present  at  ma|iy  of  the  sessions  of  the  synod  of  Dort : 
(torn  whence  he  tetotaed  an  Anoiniaa:  *f  The#e  (he  s«iid)  I  bid  John  CalTin  goe^ 
night."  On  the  !27tfa  of  Jane,  1639,  by  the  interest  of  afcbbishop  lAad,  he  was  in- 
Utalled  a  canon  of  Windsor :  bat  he  enjoyed  this  preferment,  which  he  reluctantly 
accepted,  little  more  than  t#o  years,  till  the  beginning  of  ^e  eiril  wars  in  1642. 
About  the  beginning  of  1645  he  retired  into  a  private  chamber  at  BUm ;  where  he  re- 
mained a  qdarter  of  a  year  in  a  very  obscare  manner,  and  it  is  said,  daring  that  time, 
to  liare  lived  only  upon  bread  and  beer.  His  fellowship  was  continued,  thoogh  he 
refused  to  sign  the  covenant;  bnC  he  was  ejected  from  it  on  reCnsing  to  take  the  oath 
of  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth.  His  necessities  at  length  obliged  him  to  sell  his  ad- 
mirebb  library  for  7001,  which  had  cost  him  2,500{.  Hialove  of  retirement  and  study 
indaced  him  to  decline  a  generous  offer  of  one  of  the  Seldian  faniily.  When  be  held 
the  fellowship  and  bursar's  place  of  his  college,  he  was  wont  to  say,  they  were  worth 
to  him  dOi.ayear  more  iUian  he  eonld  spend.  His  body,  it  is  reported,  was  welUpro- 
portioned,  and  his  motion  brisk  and  lively.  His  countenance  waa  sanguine,  cheerful* 
and  full  of  air.  His  parts  were  great :  his  genius  acute  and  piercing :  his  judgment 
profound :  his  lemming  varioos,  polite,  and  uniTersd ;  so  that  he  was  called  "  a  walk- 
ing library.*'  His  manners  were  most  amiable  and  engaging.  He  was  moat  exempli 
rily  meek  and  humble;  and  beyond  dll  example  charitable-:  of  great  candour  and  mo- 
deration; judging  for  himself,  bat  not  others ;  none  jnoto  atudioos  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  gospel,  or  more  curious  in  the  search:  of  the  strictest  intagritF*  aad  kincerely 
pious.  He  had  a  great  detestation  of  an  imposing,  censorious,  and  intolerant  spirit ; 
and  would  often  say,  that  *<  he  #ou1d  renounee  the  raligion  of  the  ohnreh  of  England 
to-morrow,  if  it  obliged  him  to  believe  that  any  other  Christians  would  be  damned: 
and  that  nobody  would  conclude  another  man  to  be  damned^  who  did  Q,ot  wish  him 
so."  The  force,  eloquence,  and  simplicity,  with  which  He  wrote  to  archbishop  Laud, 
give  a  picture  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  convey  excellent  instruction.  The  pursuit  of 
truth  (says  he)  has  been  my  only  care  ever  since  I  understood  the  meaningof  the  word. 
For  this  I  have  forsaken  all  hopes,  all  friends,  all  desires,  which  might  bias  me,  and 
kinder  me  ft-em  driving  right  at  what  I  aimed.  For  this  I  have  spent  my  money,  my 
neaas,  my  yoath,  ray  age,  and  all  that  I  hate. — If  with  all  this  cost  and  pains  my 
purchase  is  but  error,  1  may  safely  say,  to  err  has  cost  me  more  than  it  has  many  to 
Sod  the  truths;  and  truth  shall  give  me  this  testimony  at  last,  that  if  I  haye  missed  of 
k«r,  it  is  not  my  fault,  but  my  misfortune."  He  was  buried,  according  to  his  desire, 
in  Eton<«oIlege  churchyard',  on  the  day  after  his  death :  and  a.monumeni  was  erected 
over  his  grate  by  Mr.  Peter  Gurweo.  A  complete  edition  of  his  works  was,  for  the 
-  first  time,  offered  to  the  public,  from  the  press  of  the  Foulis  at  Glasgow,  1765,  in 
three  volumes  ISmo.  nadeiOaken  with  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Warburton,  the  bishop 
of  Gloucester.  **  The  greatness  of  his  character  (observes  Mr.  Granger)  has  stamped 
a  valae  upon  some  df  his  compositions,  which  are  thought  to  have  but  little  merit  in 
themselves."  Hist6ry^of  England,  vol.  2.  8?o.  p,  172.  British  Biography,  rol.  4. 
p«  368—375 ;  attd  Worka,  vol.  1.  TesftmoDies  prefixed,  and  p.  137, 138, 
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"vehemente ;  hoWerer,  upon  pntting  the  question,  ii:  was 
caiiried  for  a  king;  most  of  the  lawyers,  as  Serjeant  Glyn, 
iMEaynard^  Fountain,  JSt.  John,  and  others^  being  on  that 
side.*  April  4,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  protector, 
recommending  the  title  and  office  of  a  king,  as  best  fitted  to 
the  laws  and  temper  of  the  people  of  England ;  and  upon 
bis  desiring  time  to  consider  of  it,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed  to  gire  him  satisfaction  in  any  difficulties  that  might 
'arise,  Who  urged,  that  **  the  name  of  protector  was  un- 
known ^p  our  English  constitution — that  his  highness  had 
already  th6  office  and  power  of  a  king,  and  therefore  the 
dispute  itas  only  about  a  nataie.^ — That  his  person  would 
toeveir  hb  Secure  till  lie  assumed  it,  because  the  laws  did  not 
take  notice  tJ(  him  as  chief  magistrate,  and  juries  were 
backward  to  fitid  persons  guilty  of  treason  where  there  was 
nb  Kng.— ^They  urged  the  advantages  of  a  milted  monarchy, 
and  iiisisted  on  the  saftty  and  security  of  himself  and  his 
friends.— That  by  the  laws  of  Edward  IV.  and  Henry  VII. 
whatever  was  done  by  a  king  in  possession,  wkh  the  consent 
of  a  house  t)f  loi'ds  and  commohs,  was  valid,  and  all  that 
ilet^ved  iindeir  him  Were  exempt  from  punishment.— Thai 
Without  this  titl^  all  the  grants  aiid  sdles  thdt  had  been 
fiiade  werie  null  tind  void ;  and  all  who  had  collected  the 
^ubli6  monej^  were  accountabte. — In  short,  that  ihfe  incli- 
hMiOfisdf  the  nattbn  were  fot*  a  king.-^That  his  notaccept- 
hig  the  b^tb  Wduld  occasion  the  cbttnging  many  ancient 
laws,  tlQstotnid,  dtid  formalrtiek. — That  there  would  be  n6 
lading  settlemeht  till  things  reverted  to  this  channel.--^T6 
iX\  WMch  ihey  ddfled,  that  it  was  the  i^dvice  and  opinioh  of 
the  ret)tfjsentAtivfes  of ih^  three  nations ;  and  since  the  par- 
Haiiietil  of  Eh^tehd,  Bcdtlatwl,  atiii  IreMnd,  advised  and 
desired  Mm  io  accfe|it  tf»  tStle,  Hfe  tinght  not  Itt  reason  <it 
tequity  tb  detlitife  11."+ 

Thfe  protectbt  srttendbd  to  th^e  arguments,  and  Would  nb 
doubt  have  complied,  if  he  cbuld  have  relied  upon  the  aritiy, 
but  the  chief  officers  remonstrated  strongly  against  it,  and 
many  af  his  old  friends,  among  whom  was  his  own  son-in- 
law  Fleetwood,  threatened  to  lay  down  their  commissions. 
All  the  republledns  declaimed  loudly  against  his  accepting 

*  Clarke's  Geoeral  Martyrolog/,  p.  30B,  of  the  annexed  Livei. — Ed. 
t  Whitelocke,p.  646. 
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the  crown,  and  presented  a  petition  to  the  house  against  it^ 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Owen,  and  presented  by  lieutenant-general 
Mason :  they  said,  '^  they  had  pulled  down  monarchy  with 
the  monarch,  and  should  they  now  build  it  up  ? — They  had 
appealed  to  God  in  the  late  war,  who  had  answered  in  their 
favour^  and  should  they  now  distrust  him  ? — They  had  voted 
to  be  true  to  the  commonwealth,  without  king  or  kingship, 
and  should  they  break  their  vows,  and  go  back  to  Egypt  for 
security  ? — They  thought  it  rather  their  happiness  to  be 
under  a  legal  danger,  which  might  make  them  more  cautious 
and  diligent. — Some  said,  if  they  must  have  a  king,  why 
not  the  legal  one  V* — Upon  these  grounds  they  stood  out, 
and  rejected  with  scorn  all  limitations  of  the  prerogative 
under  monarchy. .  So  that  whatever  might  be  the  protector*8 
inclination^t  he  judged  it  most  prudent  to  decline  the  crown 
at  present ;  and  accordingly,  May  8,  he  sent  for  the  house, 
and  acquainted  them,  that  as  the  circumstances  of  afiairs 
then  stood,  he  could  not  undertake  the  government  with  the 
title  of  king4 

Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  protector's  great 
genius  forsook  him  in  this  affair ;  but  it  is  impossibly,  at  this 
distance  of  time,  to  judge  of  the  strength  of  the  reasons  that 
determined  him  the  other  way.  Had  he  assumed  the  ti^e 
of  king,  the  army  would  have  revolted ;  the  cavaliers  would 
have  joined  the  republicans  to  have  pulled  him  down  from 
the  throne,  the  whole  nation  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  thrown  into  confusion,  and  himself  have  been  the 
sacrifice.  The  protector  had  made  large  advances  in  power 
already,  and  he  might  apprehend  it  not  worth  while  at  pre- 
sent to  risk  the  whole  for  the  sake  of  a  name ;  though  I  make 
no  question,  but  if  he  had  lived  to  see  his  government  esta- 
blished, and  the  spirits  of  the  people  calmed,  he  would  in  a 
proper  time  have  accepted  of  the  style  and  title,  as  he  had 
already  done  the  office,  of  king.  Nay,  Mr.  Welwood§  says, 

*  Baroet,  vol.  1.  p.  98,  ISmo.  Edinb.  edit. 

t  The  inclinations  of  Cromwell  were  strongly  in  favour  of  kingship  :  for  he  used 
all  possible  means  to  prevail  with  the  officers  of  the  array  to  conoor  with  his  scheme 
of  royalty.  With  this  view  be  invited  himself  to  dioe  with  colonel  Desboroagh,  and 
carried  lien  tenant-general  Fleetwood  with  him,  as  he  knew  the  infloence  of  these  offi- 
cers, and  their  aversion  to  his  wearing  the  crown.  He  then  even  stooped  to  solicit 
their  iadolgence :  "  It  is  bat  a  feather  in  a  man's  cap  (said  he),  and  tfierefore  be  won- 
dered that  men  woald  not  please  children,  and  permit  them  to  enjoy  their  rattle." 
Ladlow's  Memoirs,  4to.  p.  248. — Eo. 

t  Whitelocke,  p.  646.  §  Memoirs,  p.  111. 
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tliat  a  crown  was  actually  made,  and  brought  to  Whitehall 
for  that  purpose. 

Upon  CromweU's  declining  the  title  of  king,  the  parlia- 
ment concluded  upon  an  humble  petition  and  advice^  which 
was  presented  to  the  protector  May  25,  containing,  among 
others,  the  following  articles — ^'  That  his  highness  would 
exercise  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  this  nation  under 
the  title  of  lord-protector ;  and  that  during  life  he  would 
declare  his  successor. — That  for  the  future  he  would  be 
pleased  to  call  parliaments,  consisting  of  two  houses,  to 
meet  once  in  three  years,  and  oftener,  if  there  be  occasion* 
— That  the  ancient  liberties  of  parliament  may  be  preserved ; 
and  that  none  who  are  chosen  may  be  excluded  but  by  the 
judgment  and  consent  of  the  house  of  which  they  are  mem* 

bers. That  no  Papist,  no  person  that  has  borne  arms 

against  the  parliament,  unless  he  has  since  given  proof  of 
his  good  affection  to  the  commonwealth ;  no  clergyman;  no 
atheist,  or  openly  profane  person,  be  qualified  to  be  chosen 
member  of  parliament. — That  the  other  house  of  parlia- 
ment be  not  more  than  seventy,  nor  less  than  forty,  of  which 
twenty-one  to  make  a  house. — That  they  may  not  vote  by 
proxy. — That  as  any  of  them  die,  no  new  ones  be  admitted 
but  by  consent  of  the  house  itself^  but  the  nomination  to  be 
in  the  protector;  and  that  they  may  not  proceed  in  any 
criminal  causes  but  by  impeachment  of  the  commons. — That 
no  laws  be  abrogated,  suspended,  or  repealed,  but  by  act  of 
parliament;  and  that  no  person  be  compelled  to  contribute 
to  any  gift,  loans,  beneyolences,  or  taxes,  without  consent 
of  parliament. — That  the  number  of  his  highness's  council 
be  not  more  than  twenty-one,  of  which  seven  to  be  a  quo* 
rum ;  and  that  no  privy-counsellor  be  removed  but  by  con- 
sent of  parliament ;  though  in  the  intervals  of  parliament 
they  may  be  suspended. — That  the  chancellor,  or  keeper  of 
the  great  seal,  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  and  other 
chief  officers  of  state,  may  be  approved  by  both  houses  of 
parliament." 

The  article  relating  to  religion  was  in  these  words; 
^^  That  the  Protestant  Christian  religion  contained  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  no 
other,  be  asserted  and  held  forth,  as  the  public  profession 
of  this  nation  ;  and  that  a  confession  of  faith,  to  be  agreed 
upon  by  your  highness  and  this  present  parliament,  h^  as- 
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serted,  and  reeommekided  to  the  people  of  the  nation ;  and 
that  none  shall  be  permitted  by  opprobrious  words  or  writing 
to  revilie  or  reproach  the  said  confession.  That  such  who 
profess  leitfei  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  his 
eternal  Son»  tlie  true  God,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  God  co- 
equal and  coeternal  with  the  Father  and  the  Soil,  one  God 
blessed  for  ever^  and  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  the  revealed  Will  and 
word  of  God,  though  in  other  things  they  may  differ  in  word 
and  doctrine,  or  discipline,  from  the  public  profession  held 
forth,  shcdl  not  be  compelled  by  penalties  or  restraints,  from 
their  profession,  but  shall  be  protected  from  all  injuries  and 
molestations  in  the  profession  of  their  faith,  and  exercise  of 
their  religion,  while  they  abuse  not  this  liberty  to  the  civil 
injury  of  others,  or  the  disturbance  of  the  public  peace; 
provided  this  liberty  do  not  extend  to  Popery  or  prelacy, 
or  to  the  countenance  of  such  who  publish  horrid  blasphe- 
mies; or  who  practise  or  hold  forth  licentiousness  or  pro* 
fkneness,  under  the  profession  of  Christ ;  and  those  minis- 
ters>  or  public  preachers,  who  agree  with  the  public  pro- 
fession aforesaid  in  matters  of  faith,  though  they  differ  in 
matters  of  worship  or  discipline,  shall  not  only  have  pro- 
tection in  the  way  of  their  churches  or  worship,  but  shall 
be  deemed  equally  fit  and  capable  (being  otherwise  quali- 
fied) of  any  trust,  promotion,  or  employment,  in  this  nation, 
with  those  who  agree  with  the  public  profession  of  &ith, 
only  they  shall  not  be  capable  of  receiving  the  public  main- 
tenance appointed  for  the  ministry.  And  all  ministers  shall 
remain  disqualified  from  holding  any  civil  employment  ac^ 
cording  to  the  act  for  disabling  all  persons  in  holy  orders  to 
exercise  any  temporal  juric^diction  and  authority,  which  is 
hereby  confirmed.* 

The  protector  having  consented  to  these,  and  some  other 
articles,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  an  oath  was  appointed 
to  be  taken  by  all  privy-counsellors  and  members  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  future,  *'  to  maintain  the  Protestant  religion ; 
to  be  faithful  to  the  lord-protector ;  and  to  preserve  the 
rights  and  libef'ties  of  the  people;"  and  a  few  days  after 
Oliver  Cromw^U  was  proclaimed  a  second  time  lord-prd*- 
tector  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster;  this  being 
esteemed  a  new  and  more  parliamentary  title ;  and  if  tfac^ 

*  WhitelooWs  Memoirs,  p.  678. 
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fioase  hafl  i)eeii  fuH  afid  free  it  might  have  been  so,  but  the 
cbuncil^s  assuming  a  power  to  approve  or  disapprove  of  the 
members  after  they  were  returned ;  their  forbidding  them 
to  debate  the  ftindamentals  of  the  new  government^  and 
obliging  them  to  sign  a  recognition  of  it  before  they  entered 
the  house,  looks  Hke  a  force,  or  taking  the  election  out  of 
their  hands.  But  lame  and  imperfect  as  the  protector's 
title  may  seem,  it  was  as  good  as  that  of  the  Roman  empe- 
rors^ or  the  original  claims  of  many  of  the  royal  houses  of 
Europe ;  and  in  the  present  disjointed  state  of  the  English 
nation,  not  only  necessary,  but  it  may  be  the  best  thing  that 
cinild  be  done ;  for  if  the  protectorship  had  been  set  aside^ 
tliere  was  hardly  a  man  in  the  house  who  would  have  ven- 
tured to  vote  for  the  king ;  an  absolute  commonwealth  could 
not  have  been  supported,  and  therefbre  anarchy  would  in- 
evitably have  ensued. 

This  being  the  last  settlement  erf*  government  in  the  pro- 
t€ctor*s  time,  the  reader  will  observe,  that  the  four  funda- 
mental  articles  already  mentioned,  viz.  (1.)  That  the  go- 
vernment be  in  a  single  person  and  a  parliament.  (S.)  That 
parliaments  be  not  perpetual.  (3.)  The  militia.  And  (4.) 
lifberty  of  conscience  in  matters  of  religion;  were  not  suf- 
fered to  be  examined  or  altered^  but  were  supposed  as  the 
basis  upon  which  the  hew  government  was  founded.  That 
though  Oliver's  title  to  the  government  had  the  sanction 
and  confirmation  of  the  present  parliament,  it  was  derived 
originally  from  the  choice  of  the  council  of  officers^  and 
was  never  suffered  to  be  debated  in  the  house  afterward. — 
That  the  humble  petition  and  advice  approaches  nearer  the 
old  legal  constitution^  by  appointing  two  houses  of  parlia- 
ment, and  would  most  likely,  in  time,  ha^e  been  converted 
into  it. — That  the  regulations  it  makes  in  the  constitution 
are  for  the  most  part  reasonable. — That  the  Presbyterians 
were  still  left  in  possession  of  all  the  ecclesiastical  revenues 
of  the  kingdom,  though  an  open  and  free  liberty  was  granted 
to  all  Christians,  except  Papists  and  Prelatists,  who  were 
excluded  for  reasons  of  state ;  and  the  penal  laws  made 
against  the  latter  were  dropped,  by  the  parliament's  not 
confirming  them.  Remarkable  are  the  words  of  the  lord- 
commissioner  FienneSy  at  the  opening  of  the  second  session  . 
of  this  parliament,  in  which  be  *'  warns  the  houses  of  the 
rock  on  which  many  had  split,  which  was  a  spirit  of  ini- 
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posing  upon  men's  consciences  in  things  wherein  Grod  leaves 
them  a  latitude,  and  would  have  them  free.  The  prelates 
and  their  adherents,  nay,  and  their  master  and  supporter, 
with  all  his  posterity,  have  split  upon  it.  The  bloody 
rebels  in  Ireland,  who  would  endure  no  religion  but  their 
own,  have  split  upon  it;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  prince 
of  those  satanical  spirits  will  in  due  time  split  upon  it,  and 
be  brought  to  the  ground  with  his  bloody  inquisition.  But 
as  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  so  he  is  no  respecter  of 
forms^  but  in  what  form  soever  the  spirit  of  imposition  ap- 
pears, he  would  testify  against  it.  If  men,  though  otherwise 
good,  will  turn  ceremony  into  substance^  and  make  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  consist  in  circumstances,  in  discipline  and  in 
forms ;  and  if  they  carry  their  animosities  to  such  a  height, 
that  if  one  says  Sibboleth  instead  of  Shibboleth,  it  shall  be 
accounted  ground  enough  to  cut  his  throat :  if  they  shall 
account  such  devils,  or  the  seed  of  the  serpent,  that  are  not 
within  such  a  circle  or  of  such  an  opinion,  in  vain  do  they 
protest  against  the  persecution  of  Grod's  people,  when  they 
make  the  definition  of  God's  people  so  narrow,  that  their 
persecution  is  as  broad  as  any  other,  and  usually  more  fierce, 
because  edged  with  a  sharp  temper  of  spirit.  Blessed  there- 
fore be  God^  who  in  mercy  to  us  and  them  has  placed  the 
power  in  such  hands  as  make  it  their  business  to  preserve 
peace,  and  hinder  men  from  biting  and  devouring  one  an* 

other. It  is  good  to  hold  forth  a  public  profession  of  the 

truth,  but  not  so  as  to  exclude  those  that  cannot  come  up 
to  it  in  all  points,  from  the  privilege  that  belongs  to  them 
as  Christians,  much  less  from  the  privilege  that  belongs  to 
them  as  men."* 

His  highness  having  now  a  more  parliamentary  title,  it 
was  thought  proper  that  he  should  have  a  more  solemn  in- 
auguration, which  was  accordingly  appointed  to  be  cele- 
brated on  JuneS6,  in  Westminster-hall,  which  was  adorned 
and  beautified  for  this  purpose  as  for  a.coronation.  At  the 
upper  end  there  was  an  ascent  of  two  degrees  covered  with 
carpets,  in  the  midst  of  which  there  was  a  rich  canopy,  and 
under  it  a  chair  of  state.  Before  the  canopy  there  was  a 
table  and  chair  for  the  speaker,+  and  on  each  side  seats  for 

*  Whitelocke's  Memoirs,  p.  93. 

t  Dr.  Grey  gives  at  length  the  speech  with  which  the  speaker,  lord  WiddringtoB, 
addretised  the  proteotor.-'ED. 
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the  members  of  parliament,  for  the  judges,  for  the  lord- 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  London.  The  protector  was  con- 
ducted from  the  bouse  of  lords  with  all  the  state  and  gran* 
deurof  a  king,  and  being  seated  under  the  canopy  of  state, 
the  speaker  of  the  parliament,  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and 
commissioner  Whitelocke,  vested  him  with  a  purple  velvet 
robe  lined  with  ermine :  they  delivered  into  one  of  his 
hands  a  Bible  richly  gilt,  and  embossed  with  gold ;  and  into 
the  other  a  sceptre  of  massy  gold ;  and,  lastly,  they  girt  him 
with  a  rich  sword;  after  this  they  administered  an  oath  to 
the  protector,  to  govern  according  to  law.  The  solemnity 
concluded  with  a  short  prayer  pronounced  by  Dr.  Manton ; 
and  then  the  herald  having  proclaimed  his  highness's  titles, 
the  people  shouted  with  loud  acclamations,  '^  Long  live  the 
lord-protector,"  &c.  and  the  day  concluded  with  feastings, 
and  all  other  kinds  of  public  rejoicing. 

The  protector,  having  waded  through  all  these  difficulties 
to  the  supreme  government  of  these  nations,  appeared  on  a 
sudden  like  a  comet  or  blazing  star,*  raised  up  by  Provi- 
dence to  exalt  this  nation  to  a  distinguished  pitch  of  glory, 
and  to  strike  terror  into  the  rest  of  Europe.t  His  manage- 
ment for  the  little  time  he  survived,  was  the  admiration  of 
all  mankind;  for  though  he  would  never  suffer  his  title  to 
the  supreme  government  to  be  disputed,  yet  his  greatest 
enemies  have  confessed,  that  in  all  other  cases  distributive 
justice  was  restored  to  its  ancient  splendour.  The  judges 
executed  their  duty  according  to  equity,  without  partiality 
or  bribery ;  the  laws  had  their  full  and  free  course  without 
impediment  or  delay ;  men's  manners  were  wonderfully  re* 
^formed,  and  the  protector's  court  kept  under  an  exact  dis- 
cipline. Trade  flourished,  and  the  arts  of  peace  were  culti- 
vated throughout  the  whole  nation ;  the  public  money  was 
managed  with  frugality,  and  to  the  best  advantage ;  the 
army  and  navy  were  well  paid,  and  served  accordingly.]: 
As  the  protector  proceeded  with  great  steadiness  and  reso- 

•  Eehard,  p.  719.  t  Complete  Hist.  p.  283. 

t  Dr.  Grey  oontroverts  the  truth  of  this  representation  of  the  bappj  state  of  thinga 
under  Cromwell's  government;  tboogh  Mr.  Neal  ooarts  fichard  and  Kennet:  whose 
authority  Dr.  Grey  does  not  attempt  to  invalidate.  He  refers  principally  to  a  speech 
of  Cromwell,  35  January  1657,  complaining  that  the  army  was  unpaid^  and  that  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  weie  suffering  by  poverty.  For  a  review  of  the  administration 
of  Cromwell,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Harris's  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  412—475: 
and  Mrs.  Macaulay's  History  of  England,  vol.  5. 8vo.  p.  194—203,  who  is  by  i 
partial  to  th«protector.-^B». 
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lution  against  the  eBeHues  of  his  governaieDt,  he  was  mo  less 
geoeroas  asidr  bountifbl  to  those  of  all  parties  who  submitted 
t&  H ;  for  as  he  would  not  declare  himself  of  any  partieiilar 
sect,  he  gvtrm  out,  that  ^^  it  was  his  only  wish,  that  all  woaU 
gaither  intoiODe  sheepfold,  under  oae  shepherd,  Jesus  Chvist, 
and  loTe  one  another."  He  respected  the  clergy  in  their 
places,  but  confined  them  to  their  spiritual  function.  Mor 
was  he  jealous  of  any  who  did  not  meddle  in  politics,  and 
endeafvomr  to  raise  disturbanees  ia  the  state :  even  the  pr4^- 
dice  he  had  against  the  episGopnl;  panly,  sajps  bishop  Kennet, 
was  more  for  their  being  oeyaliato^  thanbeing  of  the  church 
of  England.  But'  wibao:  eoe  party  of  die  cfengy  begun  to  lift 
up  their  heads,  above  their,  bretbiien^  or  to^act  oujb  of  their 
sphere;  he  always  .foiod  means  to 'take  them  ddwn^  He  had 
a.  watchful  eye  over  the  royolista  and  republicant,  who  were 
always  plotting  against  hiapemon  and.govecnment;  but  his 
aneotinga  house  of  lords^.  oo  u|iper  heuse>  so  quickly  after 
his  instaknent,  nonised  ther  malecontent^i  and^  hadr.  like  to 
have  subverted  hisgovermnefttvin  its  infancy*. 

The  protector  was  inthigh  re^uletioii  abnoad>and^cf»Yied 
irictory  with  his  amies  abd  navies  wherever  they  appeared. 
There  bad  been,  a^jiegf^tiatien:  with  France  conceroiig  an 
allianeo  agatastiSpatn,  beguB*  at  London,  ISfiS^.butnetccii- 
<duded  till  March  13^  1657,  by  wbichithe:  protector  obliged 
himself  to  join  six  tiiousaadmen  with^the^Frefiteharmy^  and 
to  furnish  fifty  meuKif-war  to  conquer  the  maritime  towns 
belonging  tO)  Spain  in  1  the  Ijo^i  Countries^  on  this  condituMi^ 
that  Dunfairk:  and  Mardyke  should  be.  put  ioto-  bia.  hands^ 
and  the  ifamily  of  tfaefStuairtB^depart'the  ter nttortcfi  of iFranoe. 
That;  which' determined'hinrtOi  join  with  France  mther  thaft 
Spain,  wos  the  mimeixins  parties  that  were  against  bim>iit 
home ;  for  if  the  young  king^  aasisted«by  France,  shquldihave 
made  a  descent)  upon  England)  with  an  army  of tFre^^^hProi^ 
testftntsi  it  might  have  bem  of  £ital 'Consequence  to.his  iuftiM: 
government';:wtereas  the  Spaniards  were  at  a  distance,  and 
having  no  Protestant  subjects,  were  less  to  be  feared.  Upon 
the  Qondusion  of  this  treaty^  king  Charles  entered  into  an 
alliance  with  the  Spaniards,  who  allowed  him  asmalLpen* 
sioa,)and promised  him  the  command  of  isix  thousand.men,  as 
soon  as  he  was  possessed  of  any  sea-port  iu' England.  Incon^ 
sequence  of  this  treaty,  most  of  the  royalists  enlisted  in  the 
Spanish  service.     But  the  protector's  osix  thousaMmen  i» 
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Flanders  behaved  with  updauated  bravery,  and  took  St.  Ye- 
Qant,  Mardyke,  aad  some  other  places^  from  the  Spaniards 
this  summer.* 

Admiral  Blake  was  no  less  sificcessfiil  at  sea ;  for  having 

received  advice,  of  the  retura  of  the  Srpanisb  West*«Iirdia 

fleet,  he  sailed  to  the  Canaries  with  ^wenty-«fi ve-  Qieorof-war, 

and  on  thelSOth  of  April  arrived:  at  th^  Bay  of  Sancta-Cruz, 

in  the  island  of  Teneriff,  where  th»  gaUeons>to  the.QU4Qber 

of  sixteen,  richly  laden,  lay  clpse  und^r,  9i  stirong  ca&tle^  dor 

fended  by  seven  forts  mounted  with  canupa ;  the  admiral^ 

finding  it  imppssible  to  make  them,  pvi^se^,  bad  the  goodfbr- 

tupe  to  burn.and  destroy  them  all,  only  with  the  lossof  cme 

ship,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  ra^«     When  tb^  news  of 

this  success  arrived  in  England,  a  day  of  thanksgiving  wa^ 

appointed,  and.  a  rich  present  ordered  the  admiral  upon  his 

return ;.  but  this  great  sea^officer,  having  been  three  years  at 

sea,  died,  as  he  was  entering  Plymouth-sound,  AugJust  17.,, in 

the  sixty-seventh,  year  of  his  age.t    He  was  of  the  ancient 

iamily  of  the  ]^akp8,of  Planchfield,  Somersetshire,  and  was 

educated  in  Wadham-coUege,  Oxford.j:    He  was.  small  of 

$.tature,butthe  bravest  and  boldest  sailor  thatEngland  ever; 

bred,  and  consulted  the  honour  ofhis  country  beyond  all  his 

predeqessora.    When  some  of  his  menbeing  asluxre  at  M&^ 

Ing/BL  refuaedjtto.do  honour  tothehost  as  it  passed  by,  one 

of  the  priests  raised  the  mob  upon  them.  Upon  wbich  Blake 

sent  a  trumpet  tp  the  viceroy  to  demand  the  priest,  who  say* 

iqg,  he  had  no  authority,  to,  deliver  him  up,  the  admiral  an^ 

swered,  that  if  he  did  npt  jsend  him  abroad  in.three  hours  he 

wx>uld  burn  the  town  about  their  esors:  upon  which  he  came,  and 

begged. pardon;  the  admiral,  after  a  severe  reprimand,  told 

him,  that  if  be  badx^omplain^  to  him  of  his  sailorjs  he  would 

have  punished  them,  but  he  would  have  all  the  world  know,. 

that  an  Englishman  was  only  to  be  punished  by  an  English*^ 

man,  and  so  dismissed.him,  being  satisfied  with  having  struck 

terror  into  the  priest,  and:  had  him  at  his*  mercy.    When 

Oliver  read  this  passage  of  Blake's  letter  in  council,  he  said; 

'f  he  hoped  to  midie  the  name  of  an  Englishman  as  great  as 

ever  that  of  a  Roman  had  been.'*§     The  admiral  preserved: 

anexactdiseiplineinthefleet,  and  taught  hismen  todefipise 

castles  on  shore,  as  well  as  ships  at  sea,||     Valour  seldiom 

*  Baniet»  p,  75*    t  Other  aceoniits  say  id  the  fiftyooMth  year  of  bis-  age. — fiak 
t  Echard,  p.  7S5.  $  Buniet»  vd.  1.  p.  118. 114. 

||^:It  is  renafkaUe,  that  Blake  did  pot  take  the  oommand  of  the  fleet  tHI  lie 
was  abore  fifty  years  of  age,  '<  His  want  of  experieiiea  (says  Mr*  QrangeiO  ^ 
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missed  its  reward  with  him«  nor  cowardice  its  punishment. 
He  had  a  noble  public  spirit;  for  after  all  his  services 
for  his  country,  and  opportunities  of  acquiring^  immense 
riches  from  the  Spaniards,  he  died  n6t  500/.  richer  than  his 
'  father  left  him.  His  body  was  broug^ht  by  water  to  Green- 
wich, and  deposited,  in  a  most  magnificent  manner,  in  a  vault 
made  on  purpose  in  king  Henry  VII.'s  chapel,  at  the  pub* 
lie  expense;  but  at  the  Restoration  his  body  was  taken  out 
of  the  grave,  and  flung  with  others  into  a  common  pit;*  and 
his  brother,  being  a  dissenter,  suffered  so  many  hardships  for 
religion,  in  king  Charles  II/s  reign,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
sell  the  little  estate  the  admiral  left  him,  and  transport  him- 
self and  children  to  Carolina. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  humble  advice,  which  appoints 
all  future  parliaments  to  consist  of  two  houses,  the  form  of 
the  present  government  began  to  change  in  favour  of  the 
ancient  constitution.  The  protector,  pursuant  to  the  powers 
given  him,  made  several  promotions  of  knights  and  lords, 
and  in  the  month  of  December  issued  out  writs,  by  advice  of 
his  council,  to  divers  lords  and  gentlemen,  to  sit  as  members 
of  the  other  house,t  at  the  next  session  of  parliament,  Janu- 
ary SO.  His  intention  was  to  have  this  house  considered  as 
a  house  of  peers,  though  he  declined  giving  it  that  name  till 
h  more  favourable  conjuncture.  Some  declined  the  honour, 
and  chose  to  sit  in  the  lower  house,  but  between  fifty  and 
sixty  appeared,  among  whom  were  seven  or  eight  of  the  an- 
cient peers,  divers  knights  and  gentlemen  of  good  families, 
and  some  few  chief  officers  of  the  army.  They  met  in  the 
house  of  lords,  whither  his  highness  came  at  the  time  of  their 
meeting,  and,  according  to  ancient  custom,  sent  the  usher  of 
theUack  rod  to  bring  up  the  commons,  to  whom  he  mad^  a 

have  been  of  great  advantage  lo  him ;  h«  followed  the  light  of  hia  own  geaioa  onljr, 
and  VIM  presentl  J  seen  to  ba?e  all  the  coarage,  the  coadact,  and  preoipitanoj^  of  a  good 
sea-officer.** — Ed. 

*  Bishop  Keunet,  whom  Dr.  Grej  qnoles  here,  beiog  ashamed,  it  is  probiAle«  of 
the  base  contempt  with  which  the  body  of  Blake  was  treated,  sajs,  *'  it  was  taken 
np  and  buried  in  the  chnrchjard."  Bat  Wood  plainly  sajs,  that  his  bodj,  with  others, 
bj  his  majesty's  express  oommaod  sent  to  the  dean  of  Westminster,  was  taken  ^p 
and  buried  in  a  pit  in  St.  Margaret's  ohnrchjard.  The  other  bodies  treated  thus,  ig- 
nominioQsly  were  admiral  Dean's,  a  brave  man,  who  lost  bis  life  in  the  seryice  of  bis 
ooantry;  colonel  HttmphrejMaokworth's;  sir  W.  Constable's;  colonel  Bosoowen'a^ 
a  Cornish  gentleman  of  a  family  dislingnished  by  its  constant  attachment  to  liberty ; 
and  many  others  too  long  to  be  here  nieolioned.  **  Such  (observes  Dr.  Harris)  was 
the  politeness  and  hamanily  inkrodoeed  by  the  Restoraiioa  !"  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  400. 
Wood's  Atheo.  Oxon.  vol.  1.  p.  285,  ?86. 

'  t  Dr.  Grey  gives  a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  the  writ  sammoD^, 
with  degrading  anecdotes  of  some  orthem.~-JB]K 
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Bbort  speech  froBi  the  thvone;  beginniiig  with  the  usual  form, 
^^Myldrd$,  and  you  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses^ 
&c.'^  and  .then,  as  our  kings  used  to  do,  he  referred  them  to 
the  lord-comoiissioiier  Fiennes,  who  tired  them  with  a  long 
aud  perplexed  harangue  before  they  entered  upon  business. 
.  This  hasty  resolution  of  the  protector  and  his  council  had 
like  to  have  subverted  the  infant  government,  for  many  of 
the  protector's  best  friends  being  called  out  of  the  lower 
house  to  the  upper,  the  balance  of  power  among  the  com*- 
mojis  was  changed ;  whereas^  if  he  bad  deferred  the  settling 
of  the  upper  house  till  the  present  parliament  had  been  dis- 
solved, they  would  have  gone  through  their  business  without^ 
interruption ;  but  the  lower  houpe  was  now  in  a  flame,  some, 
being  disappointed  of  their  expectations^  and  others  envied 
for  their  advancement,  insomuch  that  as  soon  as  they  re** 
turned  to  their  house^  they  called  for  the  third  article  of  the 
humble  advice,  which  says,  that  no  ^^  members  legally  chosen 
shall  be  excluded  from  performing  their  duty>  but  by  con- 
sent of  the  house  of  which  they  are  members;*'  and  then 
to  strengthen  their  party,  they  ordered  all  those  who  had^ 
been  excluded  last  sessions,  because  they  would  not  re- 
cognise the  new  government  to  return  to  their  places; 
which  was  no  sooner  done,  than  they  began  to  call  in  ques- 
tion the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the  other  house,  though 
themselves  had  advised  it,.and  though  there  was  almost  as 
gcKMl  reason  for  their  being  an  upper,  as  for  the.  other  being 
a  lower  house;  bjut  these  gentlemen  were  determined  to. 
enect  an  absplute  commonwealth,  on  the  ruins  of  the  present 
family.^   Many  degrading  speeches  were  made  in  the  lower 
house  against  the  persons  who  had  been  thus  promoted,  who 
were,  no  less  resolute  in  defending  their  honours  and  cha-  • 
racters;  so  that  there  was  no  prospectbf  an  agreement,  till 
the  pvotector  himself  appeared,  and  having  sent  for  them  to 
Whitehall,  spoke  with  such  an  accent  in  favour  of  the  other 
house,  that  they  returned  and  acknowledged  if;  but  then  they 
went  on  to  re-examine  the  validity  of  the  whole  instrument, 
of  goyermpefit,  as  being  made  when  many  members  were 
excllided.    Upon  which  the  protector,  being  out  of  all  pa-^ 
fience,  went  to  the  house  and.dissolVed  them,  after  they  had 
sut  about  fifteen  days.    . 

Tbeiprptectprfs  speech  upon  this  occasion  will  give  the 
reader  .the  best  idea  of  the  state  of  the  nation :  ^^  I  bad  com-K; 

YOL,  IT.  M 
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Ibrtable  ezpedtaiions  that  God  wMtil  mate  tfce  nfestiHi;  4t 
this  parliamteat  a  blessing  for  tile  impf^fdniMt  of  mcrrcy, 
truth,  rigbleottsness,  and  peace.  I  was  drawn  into  thia  offe^ 
of  protector  by  your  petition  and  advice ;  there  la  nofl'n  mtt 
living  that  can  day  I  sought  it ;  hot  after  I  Was  petitioned 
ilnd  advised  to  lake  the  government  npon  me,  I  expected 
that  the  same  men  that  made  the  fVame,  should  make  it^gtfoUl 
10  me.-^I  told  you  at  a  conference,  that  I  would  not  accept 
the  government,  uniews  there  might  be  some  persona  to  te- 
terpose  between  me  and  the  house  of  commons,  and  it  was 
granted  I  should  name  another  house,  which  I  did,  of  meh 
of  your  own  rank  and  quality,  who  will  shake  bands  with 
you  while  you  love  the  interest  of  England  and  religibn. — 
Again,  I  would  not  have  accepted  the  government,  unletiis 
avutual  oaths  were  taken  to  liiake  good  what  was  agreed  updft 
IB  the  petition  and  advice ;  and,  God  knows,  I  took  the  oath 
upon  the  condition  expressed,  lliid  thought  we  had  dowbeeti 
upon  a  foundation  aiid  bottom,  otherwise  we  must  ne^es- 
sarily  have  been  in  confusion.  I  do  not  say  what  the  'melro- 
i^g  of  the  oath  was  to  you,  that  we##  to  go  agatnstnnyowa 
principles,  but  God  will  judge  between  Us;  but  if  there  had 
been  any  intention  in  you  of  a  settlement,  you  would  htnte 
settled  on  this  basis. 

^'  But  there  have  been  contrivaiiees  in  thie  ariby  agaiaftt 
this  settlement  by  your  consent.  I  speak  n^i  tMs  to  the 
gentlemen  or  lords  (pointing  to  his  right  hand),  wlwtsoever 
you  will  call  theai,  of  the  other  house,  but  to  you ;  you  ad- 
vised me  to  accept  of  this  office,  and  now  yon  dispute  tte 
thing  that  was  taken  for  granted^  and  are  in  danger  of  nin- 
niiig  the  nation  back  into  more  confusion  within  these  fifteen 
days  you  have  sat,  than  it  has  been  in  since  the  rising  of  the 
liist  session,  from  an  immoderate  design  of  restoring  a  c6m- 
monwealth,  that  somb  people  might  be  the  men  tl^t  might 
rale  all,  and  they  are  endeavouring  to  engage  the  army  Ih 
the  design ;  which  is  hardly  consistent  with  the  oath  yott 
bave  taken  to  the  present  government.  Has  that  man  becfn 
true  to  the  nation,  whosoever  be  is,  that  has  taken  an  iMith, 
thus  to  prevaricate  ?  These  things  are  not  according  to  truth, 
pretend  what  you  iffill,  but  tend  to  play  the  king  of  Scots' 
game,  which  I  think  myself  bound  before  God  to  do  what  I 
can  to  prevent.  There  are  preparations  of  force  to  invade 
us;  the  king  of  Scots  has  an  army  at  the  water-side^  ready 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Till    rVRITANS.  16^ 

to  be  shfppcdl  for  Bii|»laodb  I  have  it  fpom  thoUe  who  bare 
.been  eyeftwitMSMs  of  it ;  and  while  this  is  doiag;,  there  are 
endeavours  of  sooie  not  tkv  from  tbia  place,  4o  stir  up  the 
.people  of  thk  town  iqto  tumuUinf ,  wha4i  if  I  had  said  rebel- 
lion^.and  I  hope  to  make  it  appear  to  be  no  better,  if  €rod 
^Hisisl  me.  You  have  not  only  endeavoured  to  pervert  the 
army  while  .yon  have  been  sitting,  but  some  of  you  have  been 
liatiag  penoDs  by  commission  from  Charles  Stuart  to  join 
.with  any  inaurreotion  that  may  lie  made;  and  what  is  like 
to  he  Ihe  end  of  this  but  blood  andeonfusion !  Now  if  this 
-be  the  eaae,  I  thiek  it  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  your  s^t- 
iing,  and  rj^do  accordingly  dissolve  this  parliament;  and  let 
God  judge  between  me  and  you."<* 

Theproieetor^being  now  conviaced  that  the  disturbances 
in  parliament  .arose  from  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  who 
cliQgge4  his  Jiflaios,  in  order  to  introduce  a  commonwealth 
(Qimrnment,.i«aolired  to  clear  bis  hands  of  them  at  once; 
Jiarrtsoa  and  (dpidlMr  were  laid  aside ;  Fleetwood  was  re- 
-ealledfcom.liss  government  in  Ireland;  major-general  Lam- 
Jbort  >was  ordeffed  to  surrendephia^coomission ;  and  the  reat 
jvase  obliged  to  takean^oath  not  to  oppose  the  present  go« 
.neittmeai.  By>siich  methods  he  went  on  jMirging  the  army 
iaod^navy  }  nnd  if  he  had  lived  a  little  longer  would  have  had 
noae  in  power,  butauohas  were  thorou^y  aMached  to  his 
^personand  government.  It  ^was  observed  after  this,  that  ail 
sihingaiaucceeded  at  homeand  abroad  according  to  bis  wish; 
mod  'that  I  his  power  and  greatness  were  better  established 
•thanuevar,,  though 'there  were  a  few  malecontents  who  werp 
imidy^  enough' to  ^attempt  some  Uttle  disturbances ;  but  the 
diaasters  that  befel  the  protector^  family  soon  after  broke 
4he  iirmneia  ef 'hiS'Oonstitutiionf  and  hastened  his  end. 

]4  w«B  hiS'highness's  ambition,  not  only  to  set  himself  at 
4heihead,4>ttt4o  strengthen^he  H^ole  body  of  the  Protestant 
wteae9t,aBd-4»nite  its  several  ^members,  so  that  it  might 
HBaintatU' ita 'gcoundagmnatthe  church  of  Rome.  Bishop 
Jiiirnet*4aferms«us,that  he  had  projected  a  sort  of  general 
aiouncil, 'to-beselup  in  opposition  to  the  congregation  db 
-Vt^opagimda  JEide  at  Rome :  it  was  to  consist  of  seven  coun- 
«aoUori,>aad  four  secretaries  for  different  provinces ;  the  first 
was  for  France,  Switzerland^  and  the  Valleys ;  the  second 
for  tbej[falatinaite,.and  oth^r  Caliinists;  the  third  for  Ger- 


*  B«|^n,  TdLf.p.  598»  folio.  \  Barnot,  fol.  1.  p.  109»  tftmo; 
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many,  for  tbe  North,  and  for  Turkey ;  the  fonrth  for  the 
East  and  West  Indies.  The  secretaries  were  to  have  500{. 
a  year  each,  and  to  hold  a  correspondence  every  where,  to  ac- 
quaint themselves  witblhe  state  of  religion  all  over  the  world, 
that  Qo  all  good  designs  of  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  and  o 
thq  several  parts,  might  by  their  means  be.  protected  and  en- 
couraged. They  were  to  have  a  fund  of  10,000/.  a  year,  and 
tp  be  farther  supplied  as  occasion  should  require.  Chelsea- 
college  was  to  be  fitted  up  for  them.  This  was  a  noble  project, 
says  the  bishop,  and  must  have  been  attended  with  extraor'- 
dinary  effects  under  the  protection  of  a  power,  which  was 
fqrmidable  and  terrible  to  all  nations  to  whom  it  was  known. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  year  Dr.  Bryan  Walton,  after- 
ward bishop  of  Chester,  published  the  Biblia  Polyglotta, 
in  six  volumes.in  folio,  wherein  the  sacred  text  is  printed  iii 
the  Vulgar  Latin,  Hebrew,  Greek,  Syriac,  Chaldee,  Sama^ 
ritan,  Arabic,  Etbiopic,  and  Persic  languages,  each  having 
its  peculiar  Latin  translation,  with  an  apparatus  for  the 
better  understanding  those  tongues.  This  laborious  pec- 
fprmance,  by  the  assistance  of  several  who  engaged  in  it,  was 
completed,  in  about  four  years,  and  was.  reckoned  the  most 
absolute  edition  of  the  Bible  that  the  world  had  .ever  seen. 
Several,  learned  persons,  both  Puritans  and  others^  .assisted 
in  correcting  the  press,  and  in  collating  the  copies.  Many 
noblemen,  and  gentlemen  of  quality,  contributed  to  thees^ 
pense  of  printing  this  work,  without  which  it  CBuld  not 
have  seea  the  light'^  After  the  Restoration,  the  doctor 
presented  king  Charles  II.  with  the  six  volumes,  which  his 
ipajesty  received  very  graciously,  and  rewarded  the  author 
v^ith  the  bishoprick  of  Chester. 

The  learned  Dr.  Owen  made  some  remarks  of  the  prole*- 
gomena  of  this  work ;  but  after  a  high  commendation  of 
the  performance  in  general,  complains  that  he  had  weaken- 
ed the  certainty  of  the  sacred  text,  (1.)  By  maintaining  tluit 
the  points  or  vowels  of  the  Hebrew  language  were  of  oav^el 
invention.  (2<)  By  producing  a  great  number  of  vAriaii3 
readingsfrom  the  ancient  copiesof  little  moment.  (3.)  By  his 
own  critical  remarks  and  amendments  not  supported  by  aa- 
cieat  authorities.  The  doctor  maintains,  on  the  other  .haiid^ 

*  "  This  (Mr*.  Granger  sajs)  was  the  first  book  pablished  in  England  by  snbsorip- 
tion.  The  design  of  this  great  work  was  formed  In  1645.  Dr*  Walton  di^  1661:" 
Historj  of  £ngljM)d,  ? o1.  3.  p.  29,  STo.->fi». 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PtJRITANS.  165 

'the  antiquity^  of  the  Hebrew  points,  and  their  absolute  ne- 
cessity to  fix  the  determinate  sense  of  Scripture ;  that  the 
various  reading^s  are  of  little  consequence,  and  that  conjec- 
tural amendments  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without  the  au- 
thority of  ancient  copies.  The  doctor  writes  with  great  mo- 
desty, but  the  validity  of  his  arguments  must  be  submitted 
to  the  learned  reader. 

*  On  the  3d  of  July  the  protector  resigned  his  chancel- 
lorship of  Oxford,  and  upon  the  I8th  day  of  the  same 
month,  his  eldest  son  Richard  was  chosen  his  successor, 
antf  installed^  at  Whitehall  on  the  29ih.  About,  six 
-weeks  after,  the  new  chancellor  dismissed  Dr.  Owen,  who 
had  been  vice-chancellor  of  the  university  about  five  years, 
and  appointed  Dr.  John  Conant,  rector  of  Exeter-college, 
to  succeed  him.  This  gentleman,  says  the  Oxford  historian,t 
was  a  good  Latinist  and  Grecian,  a  profound  theologist,  a 
learned,  pious,  and  ineek  divine,  and  an  excellent  preacher. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines,  and  was  elect- 
ed rector  of  this  college,  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Hake  well, 
in  June  16^.  In  the.latter  end  of  the  year  1654,  he  became 
king's  professor  of  divinity  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Hoyle.  He 
continued  in  the  vice-chancellorship  two  years  with  due 
commendation,  keeping  a  severe  discipline  in  his  college,  as 
dM  all  the  heads  of  colleges  in  these  times.  He  was  ejected 
out  of  every  thing  in  1662  for  nonconformity ;  but  some  time 
alter,  being  persuaded  to  comply  with  the  establishment,  he 
became  vicar  of  All-Saints  in  Northampton,  archdeacon  of 
Norwich,  and  prebendary  of  Worcester ;  which  places  he 
held  till  his  death,  which  did  not  happen  till  1693. 

November  34,*  his  highness  signed  a  commission,  appoint- 
ing his  younger  son  Henry  to  be  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland^ 
with  a  power  of  conferring  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
Henry  was  a  wise  and  discrqet  governor,  and  by  his  prudent 
behaviour  kept  the  Irish  in  awe,  and  brought  the  nation 
into  a  flourishing  condition.  Upon  the  accession  of  Richard 
tO'  the  protectorship,  he  advised  him  to  abide  by  the  parlia* 
^ent,  and  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the  army,  whom  besus- 
{ieet^d  to  be  designing  mischief  (as  appears  by  his  letters 
now  before  me).  Nay,  he  ofiered  to  come  over  to  his  assist- 

*  The  cereraomal  of  the  instalment  may  be  seen  in  Dr.  Grey,  toI.  3.  p.  200|  note. 
— Kd. 
t  Athen.  Oxen.  toI.  ?.  p.  785. 
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unem,  but  was  forbid  till  it  was  tookit^.  WhtivRicbttrdl  wIm 
ddpos^,  hb  brother  Henry  laid  down  bis  ellarg^,aiid  eame 
over  to  England,  and  lived  privately  upon  an  estate  of  Us 
own  of  about  600A  a  year,  at  Bpinny-abbey  in  CambtWge- 
•hire^  not  far  from  Newmarket^  till  bis  death.  While  h» 
was  in  Ireland  be  behaved  with  sncb  a  generous  impartial- 
ity as  gained  him  the  esteem  even  of  the  royalists  tiieoH 
ielves ;  and  after  his  retirement  king  Charles  II.  did  him 
once  the  honour  of  a  visit :  he  had  a  son  Henry,  who  was 
bred  to  arms,  and  had  a  major's  commission,  and  died  ia  the 
service  of  the  crown  aboat  the  year  1711,  and  left  beikMl 
him  several  children  ;  some  of  the  sons  are  yet  Itviilg  in 
'good  reputation  in  the  city  of  London,  and  are  the  only 
male  descendants  of  the  pt*otector  Cr6mitell>  the  posterity 
of  Richard  being  extinct. 

The  Royal  Society,  which  has  beea  tie  orAatnent  of  the 
English  nation,  by  the  vast  improvements  it  has  made  in  pm^ 
tural  and  experimental  philosophy,  Wiks  formed  «t  Oxfofd 
in  these  times,  which  some  hare  represented  as  covered  with 
ignorance,  barbarism^  and  pedantry :  Ae  trot^  of  bMbop 
Sprat,*  their  historian,  are  these :  '*  it  was  some  topace  afte^ 
the  end  of  the  civil  ware  at  Oxforxl^in  Dr.  Wiikins's  l<odgnig^ 
in  Wadham-coUege,  which  was  then  the  piaoe  ^ftemri  for 
virttious  and  learned  men,  that  the  first  meetiogs  wereaiMfe 
which  laid  thie  foundation  of  all  that  fbllowed.  The  uliiver^ 
sity  had/at  that  time,  many  members  of  its  own,  ^.ho  biwi 
begun  a  free  vray  of  reasoning,  and  was  also  frequented  bj^ 
some  gentlemen  of  philosophical  minds,  whom  the  wiwht^ 
tune  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  security  and  ease  of  a  retire- 
ment among  gownsmen,  had  drawn  thither.  The  principal 
and  most  constant  of  them  were.  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  Mr. 
Boyle,  Dr.  Wilkins,  sir  William  Petty,  Mr.  MatAew  Wren, 
Dr.  Wallis,  Dr.  Goddard,  Dr.  Willis,  Dr.  Bathurst,  Bl-. 
Christopher  Wren,  and  Mr.  Rook,  besides  several  others 
who  joined  them  on  occasions.-^Their  meetings  were  as 
frequent  as  their  occasions  would  permit ;  their  proeeestings 
were  upon  some  particula'r'trials  in  chemistry  oMnechaliies^ 
which  they  t^omtiiiinicated  to  eddh  other.    They  cotitinaed 
.  without  any  great  inrerruption  till  the  death  of  tbeprcKtector, 
when  their  meetings  were  transferred  to  London."    Here 
they  began  to  enlarge  (heir  design,  and  foriiie^d  the  platform 

•  r.  M.  §7. 
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of-  a  philosopbieal  college,  to  inquire  into  the  works  of  na- 
ture :  they  set  up  a  correspondence  with  learned  foreigners^ 
and  admitted  such  into  their  numbers  without  distinction  of 
Jiames  or  parties  in  religion ;  and  were  at  length  incorpo- 
rated by  the  royal  patent  or  charter,  in  the  year  1663. 

This  year  [1657]  died  Mr.  John  Langley,  the  noted  mas- 
ter of  St.  Paul's  school,  Liondon ;  he  was  born  near  Ban- 
bury in  Oxfordshire,  and  became  a  commoner  or  brother  of 
Magdalen-hall  about  1613;  was  also  prebendary  of  Glou- 
cester, where  he  kept  the  college-school  for  twenty  years. 
In  the  year  1640  he  succeeded  Dr.  Gill,  chief  master  of  St. 
Paul'a  school,  where  he  educated  many  who  were  afterward 
emineot  in  church  and  state.  He  was  a  universal  scholar, 
an  excellent  linguist,  grammarian^  historian,  cosmographer, 
a  most  ji^dicious  divine,  and  so  great  an  antiquarian,  says 
the  Oxford  historian,  that  his  delight  and  acquaintance  in 
antiquity  deserves  greater  commendation  than  can  be  given 
in  a  few  lines.*  He  was  esteemed  by  learned  men,  and  par- 
ticularly by  Mr.  Selden ;  but  was  not  regarded  by  the  clergy, 
because  he  was  a  Puritan,  and  a  witness  against  archbishop 
liaud  at  his  trial.  He  was  a  member  of  the  assembly  of  di- 
vines, and  died  at  his  house  next  adjoining  to  St.  Paul's 
school  Septembier  13, 1657.  Dr.  Reynolds  preached  his  fu- 
neral sermon,  and  gave  him  a  very  high  encomium.f 

Mr.  Obadiah  Sedgwick  was  born  at  IM arlborough  in  the 
year  1600,  and  educated  in  Magdalen-college,  Oxford, 
where  he  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  was  afterward  chap- 
lain to  sir  Horatio  Vere,  with  whom  he  travelled  into  the 
Low  Countries.  After  his  return  he  became  reader  of  the 
sentences  16S9,  and  was  afterward  chosen  preacher  to  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Mildred,  Bread-street,  London ;  but 
being  driven  from  thience  by  the  severity  of  the  governors  of 
the  church,  lie  retired  to  Coggeshall  in  Essex,  where  he 
continued  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars.  In  1643 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  assembly  of  divines.    In 

*  Wood's  AUien.  Oxon.  vol.  f .  p.  135. 

t  Dr.' J^aller  calls  fcim  "  the  able  and  religiooi  soboolmaRter."  He  had  a  rery 
awfvl  preaoQce  aod  speech,  that  stnick  a  mighty  respect  and  fear  in  his  soliolars ;  je( 
his  befaa? ionr  towards  them  was  such,  that  thej  both  loved  and  feared  him.  Whea 
he  was  haried,  all  the  scholars  attended  bis  funeral,  walking  before  the  corps,  hnng 
iDlh  Terses  instead  of  esoiitoheons,  with  white  gloTes,  as  he  died  a  single  man,  from 
the  school  thfoagb  Cheapside  to  Mercer's  chapel ;  where  he  was  haried.  He  was  so 
■nch  in  Ik? our  with  the  worshipful  company  of  Mercers,  that  they  accepted  his  re- 
•oMBendftlira  of  hia  suoeeitor.    KnighVs  liife  of  Dr.  John  Colet,  p.  S79,  ^c^Sd* 
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1646  he  becftme  a  preacher  at  St.  Paa^Sj  Cof  ent^gltrdeti  s 
be  often  preached  before  the  parliamenty*and  was  esteemed 
an  orthodox,  as  well  as  an  admired  preacher.*  In  the  year 
1653  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  triers,  and  the  year  aftec, 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  ejecting  scandalous  ministers ; 
but  finding  his  health  declining  he  resigned  his  preferments, 
and  retired  to  his  native  town  of  Marlborough,  where  he 
died  the  beginning  of  January  1657.t 
,  Mr.  Edward  Corbet  was  born  in;  Shropshire,  and  edu- 
cated in  Merton-college,  Oxford,  irhere  he  took  the  degrees 
in  arts,  and  was  made  probationer  fellow  of  his  college.j:  In 
1638  he  was  one  of  the  proctors,  of  the  university ;   but 
being  a  Puritan  divine,  was  denied  the  rectory  of  Chatham 
by  archbishop  Laud,  then  in  the  Tower;  upon  which  aa 
ordinance  of  parliament  came  out  May  17, 1643,  appointing 
him  rector  of  Chatham.  He  was  a  member  of  the  assembly 
of  divines,  a  witness  against  the  archbishop  at  his  trial;  one 
of  the  preachers  appointed  to  reconcile  the  Oxford  scholars 
to  the  parliament ;  and  afterward  one  of  the  visitors,  orator, 
and  canon,  of  Christ-church,  in  the  room  of  Dr«  Hammond, 
which  he  soon  after. quitted,  and  became  rector  of  Great- 
Hasely  in  Oxfordshire,  where  he  continued  to  his  death.  He 
was  a  very  considerable  divine,  a  valuable  preacher,  and  a 
person  of  remarkable  integrity  and  steadiness  of  conscience. 
.    Mr.  James  Cranford  was  born  in  Coventry,  and  sometime 
master  of  the  free-school  there:  he  was  educated  in  Baliol^ 
college,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  wfi» 
at  length  rector  of  St.  Christopher's-le-Stocks,  near  the  Old 
Exchange,  London.^     He  was  an  exact  linguist,  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  fathers  and  schoolmen,  as  well  as  with 
the  modern  divines ;  a  zealous  Presbyterian,  and  a  labori- 
ous preacher.     Mr.  Fuller  adds,||  that  he  was  a. subtle  dis- 
putant, orthodox  in  judgment,  and  a  person  of  great  humi- 
lity, charity,  and  moderation  towards  all  men.     In  th^  be- 
ginning of  the  civil  wars,  he  was  appointed  licenser  of  the 
press  in  London,  which  gave  him  an  occasion  to  write  seve- 
ral espistles  before  books,  besides  some  treatises  that  he 
published  of  his  own.     He  died  April  27, 1657,  aged  about 
fifty-five  years. 

„*  Dr.  Grey  qootes  passages  from  some  of  Mr.  Sedgwick's  sermons  to  shew,  that  he 
was  a  preacher  of  treason;  rebellion,  and  nonsense* — £d. 
t  Wood's  Atben.  Okon.  toI.  3.  p.  138.  %  Ibid.  p.  749. 

$  Ibid.  p.  153.  II  Pnller's  Worthieft,  book  3.  p*  129. 
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'>  iPhfe  protectotfs  arms  were  no  less  SPuecesd^l  this  fiintameir 
Ijban  they  bMl  bben  tke  last,  for  hi  the  month  of  June,  mar^ 
sfaal  Ttirenne,  in  conjunction  with  the  Eilglish  forces,  laid 
«iege  to  Dttlftkirk,  then  in  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  which 
brought  on  >au.  engagement  between  the  two  armies :  the 
Spanish  forcesconsistedof  thirty  thousand  men,  but  major* 
general  Morgan,  who  covered  the  siege,  attacked  the  right 
vdog  of  the  Spanish  army  which  came  to  relieve  it  with 
six  thousand  English, 'who  routed  the  whole  army,  which 
wa«  followed  with  the  surrender  of  the  town  June  25.  The 
Flinch  lodked  on,  and  said,  they  vever  saw  a  more  glorious 
aetiom  in:  their  lives.*  Cardinal  Mazarine  intended  to  keep 
this  iflUportant  place  in  French  hands,  contrary' to  the  late 
treaty ;  of  which  bis  highness  being  informed,  'acquainted 
the  ambassador;  but  his  excellency  denying  any  such  intend- 
ed breach  of  contract,  the  protector  pulled  out  of  his  pocket 
a  copy  of  the  cardinal's  private  order,  and  desired  him  to^ 
let  his  eminence  know,  that  if  the  keys  of  Dunkirk  were 
not' delivered  to  Lockhart  within  an  hour  after  it  was  taken, 
he  would  come  in  person,  and  demand  them  at  the  gates  of 
Paris  ;t  and  the  cardinal  bad  too  ^eat  a  dread  of  the  ni^me 
of  Cromwell,  to  deiiy  any  thing  he  required.  '  By  this  con- 
quest the  protector  gained  immortal  glory,  because  it  gave 
the  English  a  settlement  on  the  continent,  and  made  them 
masters  of  both  sides  lof  the  chai^uel.j:  How  blisely  it  was 
sold  by  lord  Clarendon  to  the  French,  will  fage  seen  hereafti^n 
The  enthusiastic:  republicans,  or  fifth-monarchy  men^ 

*  Dr.  Grey,  tbongb  be  allows  that  Mr.  Neal  bad  ibe  anthority  of  Eobard  for  the 
merit  which  he  impntes  to  the  Englisb  fonoes  in  tbe  sieg^  of  Donktrk,  yet  conlendr 
that  the  French  had  their  shak-e  in  the  glories  of  the  day.  And,  to  proTe  this,  be  give» 
a  fall  detail  of  the  action  from  the  History  of  Vise.  Turenne.  Impartial  Examination, 
▼^1,  3.  p.  207.  213.— Ed. 

t  Dr.  Grey,  while  he  grants  that  Cromwell  was  a  vain  man,  Tejry  much  ^Destiooa 
the  Irnth  of  what  is  said  above ;  as  it  does  not  agree  with  what  Whitelooke  says  con- 
cerning the  surrender  of  Dunkirk.  Tbe  story  Mr.  Net!  relates  is  tbe  same,  that  we 
find  in  Welwood's  Memoirs,  p.  97,  6th  edition.  Di>  Harris  treats  it  a^  all  falsehood 
and  indention ;  and  as,  antfaoritafiyely,  confated  by  Tborloe's  Staie-Fapers,  vol.  7, 
p.  173  3  where  Lockhart,  in  bis  letter  to  Tbnrloe  written  the  day  before  the  sorrender 
of  Dunkirk,  has  these  expressions:  *\To-raorrow  before  five  of  .thq. clock  at  nigbti, 
bia  bigbness's  forces  under  my  command  will  be  possessed  of  Dunkirk.  I  have  a 
great  many  disputes  with  tbe  cardinal  about  several  things^ — nevertheless,  I  mnist 
say,  I  find  him  willing  to  hear  reason  ;  and  though  tbe  .generality  of  court  And  arms 
sort  even  nad  to  see  themsdves  part  with  what  they  call  un  ti  bon  morceau,  or  so 
delioate  •.  bit,  yet  be  is  still  constant  to  his  promises,  and  seems  to  be  as  glad  in'the 


p?40^,403.— Ed 
t  Con^l.  Hist.  p.  223.    Eobard,  p.  7.Kr. 
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pent  bj;  fefm  apid  hfiyiiig  killed  the  ppolodor,  to  proclaiiB 
lUng JesiVi ;  h^ •efmtiry  Thwloe,  wJio  senRipaiftd  ejE*- 
pupse  tq  gfyii\  intelMgWi^ey  had  a  spy  among  ihem,  who  dis- 
c^verad  their  iotrigUMift,  apd  teisad  thair  Utos  and  amoift- 
]|ittpp  ia  Shoireditoh^  with  thair  staadaiid)  ^oajtoiatoga  Uon 
^^h^pt)  alluding*  to  the  licm  af  the  tribe  of  J^dah^  frkli 
thw  ipottQ^  Who  viU  rouae  him  up  i  The  chief  oi^lbe  eon* 
si^ratQrs,  9A  YeoDer,  Grey>  Hopldiis,  &a.  ware  imfH^isoMd 
in  tll^  Gatfbhaasa  till  the  proleclor'a  death,  with  their  ao* 
f(Niiplia€|9>  majar-geneiial  Harrison,  coloa^  Rieh,  c«doael 
9^ve«9,  and  athersy  after  whiah  they,  ereatednow  diaturb* 
maafiWhiph  hastened  theirowadaatroatimi  soon  after  the 
kiag'ajr»9tai|t^^. 

Pttt  tha  aiosft  fbrmidahla  conapiraay  against  the  govern- 
VI9^^t».  waa  a  BOW  one  of  the  cavaliers,  with  which  the  pro- 
|pf4ar  aP%wiated  tho  kurd-mayor  and  common-council  of 
thafMy  in  a  speech,  whareta  ho  talses  notice,  that  the  mar^ 
%J9i#  ftf  Qataoad  had  bean  privately  ia  Lpadon  three  weeka, 
IQ  proaiiata  the  king's  afiaivs,  who  lay  ready  on  the  coast 
w4U|  all  araiy  of  eight  thousiiad  men,  and  twenty-two  ships ; 
tl^^  4haaa  mu»  a  design  to  seize  the  Tower ;  and  that  seve- 
ral iU-aibfit§d  peivons  ware  endeavoartng  to  pat  themselves 
in  f^ms  for  that  purpose ;  he  therefore  desired  them  to  put 
ik^  city  into  a  iKistare  of  defence,  professing  a  more  pas- 
li^^aaAe  nepuiil  IImt  their  salety  ihaa  his  own.    The  citizens 
returned  his  highness  thanks,  and  in  an  address  promised 
ta  dafend  bis  person  and  government  with  their  livies  and 
fortunes.    The  like  addresses  came  from  several  of  the 
regiments  at  home,  and  from  the  English  army  in  Fianders. 
This  was  the  plot  the  protector  mentioned  in  hip  speech  to 
the  parliament,  and  was  discovered  by  one  Stapley,  whose 
i^ther  had  been  one  of  the  king's  judge^.    Immediately 
after  the  dissolution  of  the  parliament,  three  of  the  con^i- 
rators  were  ^prefaended,  ^nd  tried  before  a  high  court  rf 
justice,  accwding  to  the  late  act  for  Ae  security  of  his  high- 
nesses person.    Mr.  Mprdaunt,  youngest  son  and  brother  ti 
the  earl  of  Peterborough,  was  acquitted  by  one  vote;  but 
the  other  two,  Sir  Henry  Slingsby  and  Dr.  Hewet,  ware 
^ndemned.    The  doctor  was  indicted  for  holding  corre- 
spondence with  Charles  Stuart,  f^r  ptublishii^g  himtoba 
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IttHf  of  finglM^  Seettend^  mi  Inkmi;  aftAiSir6#»iiBf 
Uitt  mwef^  He  Mmv«d  mtb  giMi  MAmsb  towmA$  1m 
judges  k^ping  km  hat  upon  Im  hMd  wUte  IIm  «i^tiw«t 
•WM  readftog ;  but  an  «4Beer  Itetngsent  to  take  Uoff»  be  swed 
JHiA  the  tffooUt.  The  doctor  then  refill  to  plead  f hiPOf 
tines,  diaewouig  the  joriadiclioii  of  the  eoiirt ;  but  tboufh 
they  rmi  the  clauae  in  the  kite  act,  by  whith  Ihejr  were 
enpewered  to  be  hie  jedgea,  he  ooetiMied  euitos  epee 
iriiicheneofthejudgae  smeeied  i^  the  ehorge»  md  irea 
goiHif  topronoeoee  eentoiice,  whee  he  oflforad  to  pet  hbe- 
self  epoa  hit  trial,  hiit  vrm  told  it  was  then  IM  fate,  so 
ladgmevt  irat  gi^eo  egeiost  Mm  ea  a  astttit  The  deeter 
hedprepaned  a  plea  and  deaiarmrte  thejwriadietioe  waA 
proaeediflgs  of  Ae  oourt,  end  eoKceptieaa  to  their  jodgaaant^ 
drawn  vpin  forie  by  eooeael,  eed  randy  to  he  engraaaad, 
hot  waa  not  aaffsfed  to  he^iw  theat  eigeed.  However,  he 
hud  the  fiiveur  of  bekig  beheaded  ^  Toweerfcitt,  Jme  1^ 
I6B8,  being  ettonded  i^  Dr.  WiM,  Or.  Weraiaelry,  and 
Dr.  Barwii^*  JHSa  faoeral  aenoon  waa  paeeahed  the  Suor 
day  follewii^,  by  Mr.  Netb.  Haedy,  et  «t.  Ptonia  Bm^kt 
diMeh,  iB  UBBe^tiieet ;  aod  ^eoo  ^er,  both  the  aeraAoe 
and  the  doctor's  intended  defence  were  published;  entitled, 
<^  Beheaded  Or.  John  Hewet'a  Ghost  crying  lor  Jastiee ;" 
containing  his  legal  plea,  deeinrrer,  and  exceptions  to  the 
jurisdlctioa  of  the  court,  &c.  drawn  up  by  his  counael  Mr* 
Wm.  Prynne.  The  doctor  was  a  Cambridge  dtrine,  bat 
lived  at  Oxford,  and  in  the  arniy,  till  the  end  of  the  war^ 
when  he  cnme  to  London,  and  was  permitted  to  preach  in 
the  church  of  St  Gregory's,  London^  though  be  was  known 
to  be  a  malignant.  After. bis cenvtction,  the  lady Claypole 
and  lady  Falcenbridge,  the  protector's  daiightMv,  interceded 
with  their  father  for  bis  life ;  but  because  be  disputed  the 
authority  of  the  court,  uriiich  struck  at  the  very  life  of  his 
government,  the  protector  would  not  pardon  liim.  He 
told  Dr.  Manton,  one  of  hisohafdains,  that  if  Dr.  Hewet 
had  shewn  himself  an  ingenuous  person^  and  would  have 
owned  wdiat  he  knew  waa  his  abare  in  the  design  agninat 
him,  he  would  have  spared  his  life ;  but  he  Maid  he  would 
not  be  'iriiod  -with,  and  the  doctor  waa  of  so  obstinate  a 
tomper  that  he  was  resolved  be  should  die ;  and  the  pro- 
tector'conviiiced  'Dr.  Manton  before  they  parted,  thnt  he 

«  Lir«tfBtr9m«k«f.l<r4». 
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Inewy  witbout  bid  ednfession,  bow  fkr  be  was  engaged  ft 
Ae  plot.  Three  more  of  tbe  cotisjpiiBtorfir  were  eicecated 
in  other  parts  of  the  city,  bot'the  rest  were  pardoned. 

A  little  before  tbe  protector's  deaths  the  Independents 
petitioned  bis  highness  for  liberty  to  hold  a  synod,  in  order 
to  publish  to  the  world  a  uniform  confession  of  their  iaith. 
They  were  now  become  a  considerable  body,  (beir  churches 
being  increased  both  in  city  and  country,*  by  the  additioii 
of  great  numbers  of  ri^h  and  substantial  persons;  but  they 
were  not  agreed  upon  any  standard  of  faith  or  discipline. 
The  Presbyterians  in  the  assembly  of  divines  had  urged 
them  to  this ;  and  their  brethren  in  New-England  ^bad  done 
it  ten  years  ago ;  nor  were  the  English  Independents  inseit- 
sible  of  the  defect  j  for  hitherto,  say  they,  there  have 
f'  been  no  association  of  our  churches,  no  meetings  of  our 
ministers  to  promote  the  common  interest ;  our  churches 
are  like  so  many  ships  launched  singly,  and  Sailing  apart 
and  alone  in  the  vast  ocean  of  these  tumultuous  times,  ex- 
posed to  every  wind  of  doctrine ;  under  no  other  conduct 
than  the  word  and  Spirit,  and  their  particular  elders,  and 
principal  brethren,  without  associations  among  themselves, 

,  *  Tbe  namber  of  tbese  charcbes  was,  proportionallj,  macb  greater  in  the.  two 
coanties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  than  in  most  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  This  was' 
owing,  to  the  partioalar- iaterooarse  which  those  oounttes  have  with  tbe  citgr  of  rRot* 
terdam  and  Holland,  .where  the  more  rigid  Paritans,  who  were  driven  oat  of  England 
bj  tbe  severities  of  the  times,  before  the  civil  wars  began,  had  taken  refage,  and 
formed  seTeral  congregational  chnrohes.  On  the  return  4>f  the  English  exiles  to  Enf- 
laud,  at  tbe  commencement  of  those  dissensions,  they  brought  with  them  their  senti-. 
ments  on  charcb-goTernment,  and  formed  obnrches  on  tbe  Independent  plan.  Of 
these  the  most  ancient  was  tbe  charch  of  Yarmoatb,  oonsistiogi  of  members  resident 
in  that  town  and  at  Norwich  :  and  tbe  Lord's  sapper  was  administered  allernatelj  at 
tbe  two  places.  This,  after  a  time,  was  foond  verj  trooblesome,  and  bj  a  majoritr 
of  votes  tbe. seat  of  tbe  chorcb  was  fixed  at  Yarmonth.  Thia  new  arrangepieiit  wtft 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  those  who  lived  at  Norwich.  They  therefore, 
with  the  consent  of  tbe  other  part  who  resided  at  Yarmouth,  formed  a  separate  chorcb, 
June  10,.  1644.  This  consent  was  given  with  expressions  of  the  most  tender  and 
endeared  affection ;  as  having  been,  many  of  them,  "  compaoions  together  in  tbe 
patience  of  oar  Lord  Jesas  in  their  own  and  in  a  strange  land,  and  having  long  en- 
joyed sweet  communion  together  in  divine  ordinances.?.  On  these  models  other 
charcbes  were  settled  throngh  these  counties.  As  at  Denton  iu  May  or  June  of  the 
year  1665.  At  Tnnstead,  If ortb-Walsbaro,  Wymondham,  and  Goestwick,  in  1659. 
In  the  same  year  was  laid  the  foandation  of  the  congregational  cbnrcb  of  Becolesio 
Suffolk,  by  nine  persons  joining  together  in  church-fellowship,  and  by  July  29,  1653, 
their  namber  was  increased  to  forty.  The  charch  at  Walpole  was  settled  into  felloW*' 
ship  in  tbe  year  1647.  That  of  St.  Bdmund'a  Bnry,  in  1648.  That  of  >yoQt«U>ri^ge, 
in  1651.  that  at  Wattesfield,  May  3,  1678.  That  of  V(^rentham  was  ^rst  gathered 
Febroary  1,  i649»  ander  Mr.  John  Philip,  and  one  of  it«  first  members  was  Franeis 
Brewster,  esq.  lord  of  tbe  manor  of  Wrentbani,  who  gave  the  ofaurch-plate  which 
bears  his  arms;  and  some  considerable  legacies  were  left  by  him  and  different 
branches  of  his  family.  The  halt  was  a  place  of  refage  and  oonoedment  for  the  mi- 
nisters or  any  of  the  people  in  time  of  persecntion.  Mr.  Thomson's  MS.  Collections, 
under  tbe  words  Norfolk  and  Soffolk. — En. 
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or  so  rattcli  as  boUKng;  dUt  a  commOB  ligbt  to  otbir^ 
^iMjredby^  to  kDQWwbere  they  were."''*''  To  remedy  tbM, 
some  of  their  divines  and  principal  brethren  in  London  met 
together y^and  proposed  that  there  might  be  a  correspondenee 
among  their  churches  in  city  and  country  for  counsel  and 
mutual  edification ;  and  forasmuch  as  all  sects  and  parties 
of  Christians  had  published  a  confession  of  their  faith,  they 
apprehended' the  world  might  teasonably  expect  it  from 
them;  for  these  reasons  they  petitioned- the  protector  for 
liberty  to  assemble  for  this  purpose.  This  was  opposed  by 
»>me  of  the  court,  astendingto  establish  a  separation- be- 
tween them  and  the  Presbyterians  ;  nor  was  the  protector 
himself  foi\d  of  it;  however^  he  gave  way  to  their  impor- 
tunity ;  and,  as  Mr.  Echard  represents  that  matter^  when  be 
iiras  moved  upon  his  death-bed  to  discountenance  their  pe* 
titioii>  he  replied,  ^^  They  must  be  satisfied,  they  nrast  be 
satisfied,  or  -we  shall  all  run  back  into  blood  again  .'^ 
.  However,  the  protector  did  not  live  to  see  the  fruits  of 
this  assembly,  which  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  the  Savoy^ 
October  d2,  1658,  where  ministers  and  messengers  from 
above  one  hundred  congregational  churches  met  together, 
of  which  the  majority  were  laymen^  the  rest  pifitors  in 
churches,  and  some  younger  divines  about  the  court,  as  the 
reverend  and  learned  Mr.  John  Howe,  at  that  time  chap^ 
lain  to  the  young  protector  and  others.f  They  opened 
their  synod  with  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  and  after  some 
debi^te,  whether  they  should  adopt  the  doctrinal  articles  of 
the  Westminster  assembly*  for  their  own,  with  some  amend- 
ments and' additions,  it  was  thought  more  advisable  to 
draw^up  a  new  confession,  but  to  keep  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  method  and  order  of  the  other.  A  committee  .of  the 
most  eminent  divines  was  chosen  for  this  work,  viz.  Dr. 
Thomas  Goodwin^  Dr.  Owen,  Mr*  Phil.  Nye,  Mr.  William 
Bridge  of  Yarmouth,  Mr;  Jos.  Caryl;  and  Mr^  William 
GreenbiU.  -  While  these  were  employed  in  preparing  and 
p«itting  together  the  articles  of  their  confession,  the  synod 
heard  complaints,  and  gave  advice  in  several  case»  which 
W«re  beought  before  them,  relating  tadisp^tes  or  differences 
in  their^  churches.  The  particular  heads  of  doctrine  agreed 
to  by  the  committee,  were  presented  to  the  synod  'every 
iMcning,  and  read  by  the  reverend  iMr.  George  Griffith 
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iMr  «cmbe.  Thtre  imre  aooie  ipn^^M  iad  Jttatot  upon 
tMlnds  tad  |ihrttfte%  bwi  •!  lefigA  all  aeqaaascedi  aad  Akt 
whole  MM  Men  «fter  iNibliBbed  in  quarto^  under  tlie  tMe 
#f  <<  A  deolafaiien  ^f  the  fct4h  end  order  owned  end  ffna> 
lited  to  'tlie  eengpegeUooid  olmrefaefl  in  JSnglend,  egvaed 
«pon  and  oenaented  unto  by  .4lieir  eMers  and  mmmmngan 
in  their  meethif  at  the  SMroy»  Ortober  IS,  1658."  Noit 
gfear  it  was  ifandated  iirto  Ijatm  by  fwofettor  Uoiwbedii 
and  <pnUiilied4it  the  end  of  bis  fipietola  ad  Dormm  de  In- 
depeadentisttnio.  Some  impttted  Abeir  imanindty  to  the^in- 
tborit^  and  JaAueMe'Of  Dr.Oeren^  Mr.  Nye»  and  the  rait 
of  the  elder  divines  ^aver  ;the  yy^angrr ;  <bttt  jihey  ^Iteroselwc, 
ia  their ^piefeee,  ^'ioek  nj^fion  it^w/a/gneainad  spesial  amek 
of  the  HolyGhost,4hatee«naievensacoiB|iaayofBiinisteM, 
and  elber  4^ia«i|Nid  hwthreti,  ehenld  so  leadily,  speediiyi 
andjofody^  give  ep  thetnseli^s  to  such  .a  whole  bodyiof 
truths  094$  thel«  eollecAed."  They  add  iarther,  ''.thai  this 
'agBeentftntof  theirs  ftlLout  without  their  hnvii^bekLany 
^orre^pondanoe  legetjier^  or  prepared  eentultatioo,  .Iqr 
whieh  .thtiy  :  might  be  advised  of  one  snother^s  miads.^' 
Whieh  I  fo^ess  {s'V^^MLtmerdiiiary,  eensidering  tbeimnf 
Mission  consists  ofrthirkytlhveetcbapterSyjn  whieh  areahnost 
iwoJiundeed  dastinet  lavtieles  of  faith  and  discipline:;  and 
thatthe  whole  tisseiofr  the  synod's  aessians  or  oantiniMma^ 
was  not  ahonre  eleven*  or  twelvso)  days. 

The^Satoy  sonfession  proceeds  upon  the  pfam  4>f  tiie 
WestAinBter  «a8seoiIdy,  whieh  made  the  weak  :wery  «oasy'; 
and^iainiasfciplMSfi  eetainalhejr  vevy  wands.  TJwy  isH  the 
wei4d  in  (theirtprefeoSi  thftt  {thi^rvfuUy  jsoosent  to  the  Waatp 
niiost^^  eoafessiep  lar  ]the  substance  of  «t»  ImI  haie  takws 
liberty  to  ^add. A  few  things,  inxwder  to  abvialeisoaie :«nw* 
neoue^ opinions  that  bave  been  nMre4ioUly  niaintai»ed>af 
latjei than  in/former  ^times.  Tbey  tbave .  likewise  ^Murasd  iHm 
BseliHri  in-^me/plaoes^andJisveliere  and  there  >eacpreswd 
tbemselnwsvniore  clea«iy,caa  Any  found  oooasion.  Xheybave 
owitted^aill  these4ahapteirsin  the  assaaibly''seaafiMaioa<whssh 
fslate  iadiscipline,  as^he  thirtieth,  land  .ihictyyfiflstytwith 
part^of  itbe  vtwentieih  andt  twenty*fbuffth,.reli^ti«g:to  .Ibe 
paiver^  of  t^yito^,  ^eouficUsy^ohuffchMWDsuces^iawrriaga^iand 
divopcQ^aiMi  tbeipower.^of .the. civil 4iiagirt0ifce in  matters  of 
fei^iop.  These  (say  they )v'wepe^  such  daobtfulasseeliosM, 
and  so  unsuited  to  a.  confession  of  faith,  that  .the  JCuglish  par- 
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liiitoeM  Woitkltievw  pktify  tbei»»  there  beiog^  nothing  thftt 
tends  more  to  be%||it«ft  dtMemUHM  anong  brethren,  thaate 
platoe  Iheie  doubtfal  ^^oulatkHM  inddr  so  high  a  title  as  a 
confession  of  latth*  After  the  mneteeotb  eba|>ter  of  the  as- 
sembly'fl  eoii^fession,  of  thie  law,  the  Savoy  diTiaea-haveiidded 
an  entire  cba|>lei\'of  the^^espelyin  which  wbat'ts  ditpersed 
up-amldoimthe'ASseaibly's  eoafesaion  is  ceUeeted^aod'fHit 
togi^lhen  Upon  the  whole,  4he  difference  'betweeft  these 
two  ednfessions,  in  poiMsofldoctrise^  is  tfo  velysmeU,  that 
the  modern  independents  have^a  «  iaaalier  Iftid  4wide  ^kct 
iftie  t>f  it  JnHhei>  fealiKes^  and  agre^  with  the  Piwahy* 
teriliBs  ih  -the  ttee  bf  the  iMseibfaly 's*  iOatechisni. 

-jht  the  end  •of-the  Savoy  coAfeesion  there  is  «  ehApiterof 
diseipKne,  elhtttled,  <^Of  the  «Mtit«ition  of  church^  and 
tiie  t>rAer  appointed  in  them  by  Jeeiis  Chritt ;"  in  whieh 
they  assert, 

^<  That  every  particular  soc^ty  of  visible  professors 
a^eeiag  to  walk  together  in  the  fisiith  -and  order  of  the 
goispel  i»«  complete  church,  and  has  fttU  power  within  ittttf 
todtecf  and  ordain  nU  ehilrch-oficersi  to  exeliideaU'<>ffiNMl- 
ers,  and  to  dbdll  <oth^riicts  relating  to  the  edifieatina  tttl 
well-betiig  of  th6  ch  urch. 

^^  Vhat  the  way  of  ordaining  officers,  that  i»»  pastera, 
teaeliers,  dr  eMers,  is  after  their  eleetton,  by  theeuffirage. 
oftheehorch,  to  set'them  apart  with  fasting nnd  prayerv 
and  imp6sttion  of  the  hands  of  the  ^derfthip  of  the  ^hnrob^ 
though  if  there  be  no  imposition  of  haiifds^  they  nre^never* 
thelets  Hghtly  constituted  miinsters  of  Christ ;  Imt  they  4o 
not  oHow  that  ordination  to  the  Work  of  the  miniati!]^ 
thou|^  iH>e  by  persons  lightlyordaioedt  does  convey  angr 
officexpower,  without  ia  previous  election  of  the  !clittfch« 

<^  Tfaat-no'persoAs  may  administer  the*saerameat4intsnrti 
lismre  ordained  and  oppointed  th«re«nto.  Nor  are  the 
pnitors  of  one  "church  obliged  tondmiftister  the  sacraments 
toimy  other,  than  to*  the  members  of  that  cbnroh  to  whom 
they  stand  related  tn  that  •topaetty.  Nor  taay  nny  :paann 
be-added  to  the  church,  as  a  private  member^  but  *  by  the 

*  It  WM  also  ft  pfatftioe  of  the  Independeiits,  «l  the  firat  foramtioii  of  their  ehmbee, 
to.eign  ftB  ftgreeaeiit/or  coveiniit,  ithieh  they  entered  mi  their  ehnrch^^boeke.  This, 
eometiines,  nn  ont  into  Tftriong  articles,  expresnTe  of  their  derotedneu  to  the  ler^ 
viee  of  Ood,  \helr  tmtt  inChrltt/their  detemiiMtion  to  study  the  Sttrip(oes,nd  to 
Ihm  diefar  Mth  Md  worship  hf  tiMm,  of  their  mUotleBgiKemeiit  to  keep  thoGhrii* 
tisai  onlioftDoeSf'to  watch  over  ^o  anotiier  in  the  Lord,  to  bear  one  enother'siHitdehsy 
and  to  preserve  anion  and  love,  and  of  their  resolatioM  to  perseftre  is  »'oo«M  of 
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consent  of  the  church,  after  a  confession  of  his  fiiitb,  de^ 

ckired  by  himself,  or  otherwise  manifested. 

**'They  disallow  the  power  of  all  stated  synods,  presby- 
teries, conirocation8>  and  assemblies  of  diyines,  over  par^ 
ticolarchurehes,  but  admit,  that  in  cases  of  difficulty,  op 
difference  relating  to  doctrine  or  order,  churches  may  meet 
together  by  their  messengers  in  synods  or  councils,  to  consi- 
der and  give  advice^  but  without  exercising  any  jurisdiction. 
^^  And  lastly^  they  agree,  that  churches,  consisting  of 
persons  sound  in  the  faith  and  of  good  conversation,  ought 
not  to  refuse  communion  with  each  other,  though  they  walk 
not  in  all  things  accoi^dingtothe  same  rule  of  church^order; 
and  if  they  judge  other  churches  to  be  true  churches,  though 
less  pure,  they  may  receive  to  occasional  communion  such 
membelis  of;  those  churches  as  are  credibly  testified  to  be' 
godly,  and  to  live  without  offence.  < 

**  These  opinions  (say  they)  may  appear  new  to  a  great 
many  people,  because  they  have  not  been  openly  and  pub- 
licly professed  in  the  English  nation^  but  we  are  able  to 
trace  the  footsteps  of  an  Independent  congregational  way, 
in  the  ancientest  practice  of  tbe  church,  and  in  the  writings 
of  the  soundest  Protestant  divines."  They  add,  '*  that 
their  principles  do  not  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  autho- 
rity of  the  civil  magistrate,  nor  do  they  concern  themselves 
upon  any  occasions,  with  him,  any  ferther  than  to  implore* 
his  protection,  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  liberty  • 
of  their  churches."  They- glory  in.  this,  that  ever  since 
they  appeared  in  the  world,  they  have  distinguished  them.-> 
selves  in  the  cailse-of  Christian  liberty.  '^  We  have  always,: 
8|ty4hey,  maintained  this  principle,  that  among  all  Obris- 
tian  states  and  churches,  there  ought  to  be  a  f6i|MBi^nce' 
and  mutual  indulgence  to  Christians  of  all  persuasions,  tteit 
keep  to  and  hold  fast  the  necessary  foundations  of  feith  and 
hoKnoss.  This  principle  we  have  maintained  for  the.  sake 
of  others,  when  we  ourselves  bad  no  need  of  it"  They^ 
conclude  with  thanltfulness  to  their  present  governors,  for* 

faitbaad  boliness.  Of  these  forms  of  agreement,  one  of  the  most  simple  is  that  which 
wu  adopted  by  the  church  at  Wait^field  in  Saffolk.  It  was  in  these  words :  *'  We 
do  cof  enant  or  agree  in  the  presence  of  God,  tbrongh  Uie  assistanoe  of  bis  Hojj 
Spirit,  fo  walk  together'  iii  all  the  ordinances  of  tha  liord  Jeans,  as  far  as  the  same 
are  made  dear  unto  os,  endeaTonring  the  adTanoement-of  the  glory  of  one  Father,- 
the  snbjeotioD  of  lOur  will  to  the  will  of  oor  Redeener,  and  the  mntval  edifioatlon  pf* 
each  other  in  his  most  holy  faith  and  fear."  Mr.  Thompson's  MS.  Colleclioiis;  uod^- 
theMUDtW«ttcafi«ld.-^E»;.  ■    -   -W 
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.  PiermittiDg  those  who  coiild  not  comply  ^wiihr^the-Presby^ 
teriaD  establishment  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  cpn«cienceSy 
and  equal  encouragement  and  protection  .with  .others;  and 
that  this  liberty  is  established  by  a  law«  as  long. as  they  dis- 
turb not  the  public  peace.  This  should  engage,  us  (say  they) 
to  promote  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  such  a  govorn- 
ment,  to  be  peaceably  disposed  one  towards  another,  and 
to  love  as  brethren ;  forasmuch  as  the  differences  between 
Presbyterians  and  Independents  are  differences  between 
fellow-servants^  neither  of  them  having  authority  from  God 
or  man^  to  impose  their  opinions  upon  one  another. 

Mr.  Baxter,  in  the  main  a  very  peaceable  and  candid  di- 
vine^ loses  all  temper  when  he  speaks  of  this  assembly.:  he 
find^.fault  with  their  definition  of  justification,  and  ,makes 
these  remarks :  ^^  They  thought  it  not  enough  expressly  to 
contradict.  St.  James,  and  to  say  unlimitedly,  that  we  are 
justified  by  the  righteousness  of  Christ  only,  and  not  by  any 
works^  but  they  contradicted  St.  Paul  alsp,  who  says,  that 
*  faith  is  imputed  for  righteousness;'  and  not  only  so,  but  they 
asserted,  that  we  have  no.  other  righteousness  but  that  of 
Christ.  A  doctrine  abhorred  by  all  the  reformed  and  Chris** 
tian  churches,  and  which  (says  he)  would  be  an  utter  shame 
of  the  Protestant  name,  if  what  such  men  held  ai^d.  did 
were  imputable  to  sober  Protestants."  But  is  it  possible 
t,hat  Mr.  Baxter  could  believe,  that  the  Savoy  divines  denied 
the  necessity  of  sanctification,  or  personal  holiness  ?  when 
they  have  a  whole  chapter  in  their  Confession  upon  sancti- 
ficatioid,  another  upon  repentance  and  good  works,  and  a 
third.upon  the  moral  law,  which  they  decline  dofs  for  ever 
bind  a^jpen  to  obedience,  both  justified  and  unjustified^ 
When^F.  Baxter  asked  some  honest  men  who.  joined 
them,  whether  they  subscribed  the  confession  ?  the.y ;  said 
no ;,  he  then  inquired,  why  they  did  not  contradict  this  I  To 
which  they  answered,  because  the  meaning  w^s,  that  they 
liad  no  other  righteousness  but  that  of  Christ  to  be  justified 
by  ;  which  is  certainly ^the  doctrine  of  the  Westminster  as- 
sembly. What  does  Mr.  Baxter  reply  to  this  ?  Why  no- 
thing, but  adds,  very  uncharitably,^^  that  the  Independent 
confessions  are  like  such  oaths  as  speak  one  thing  and  mean 
another;  so  much  could  twx>  men  [Dr.  Owen  and  Goodwin] 
do  with  many  honest  tractable  young  men,  who  had  mor^ 
zeal  for  separating  strictness  than  judgment  to  understand 

VOJ..  IV.  N 
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the  word  of  God/the  interest  of  the  cliurcUes  and  iof  them- 
selves.'^  And  yet  there  were  in  that  assembly  many  divines 
of  as  great  ag^e  and  (earning  as  himself;  their  design  was  not 
to  undervalue  the  Westminster  confession^  but  rather  to 
iinswer  the  desires  of  that  assembly,  bypnMishing  to  the 
world  such  a  declaration  of  their  faith  and  discipline  as  they 
had  demanded.  And  the  confession  was  so  far  from  raising 
any  new  divisions,  that  Mr.  Philip  Henry  observes,  upon 
the  death  of  Cromwell,  that  there  was  a  great  change  in  the 
tempers  of  good  people  throughout  the  nation,  and  a  mighty 
tendency  to  peace  and  unity,  as  if  they  were  by  consent 
weary  of  their  long  clashings.  However,  the  Independents 
lost'their  best  friend  in  the  protector,  who  was  not  only  their 
patron  upon  the  principle  of  liberty,  but  a  balance  to  the 
Presbyterian  pretences  to  ecclesiastical  power. 

The  hierarchy  of  the  church  of  England  was  now  at  a 
very  low  ebb;  and  in  danger  of  being  lost  beyond,  recovery  ; 
for  if  the  bishops,  who  were  now  very  ancient,  hadtdl  died 
off,  before  oihi^rs'had  been  consecrated,  the  line  of  succes- 
sion must  have  jfailed ;  for  the  church  of  Rome  was  so  far 
from  supporting  it,  that  they  published  a  treatise  this  year, 
OftheN^Elttireofthe  Catholic  Faith,  and  of  Heresy ;  in  which 
they  endeavour  to  invalidate  the  English  ordinations,  and 
revived  the  story  ofthe  Nag's-head  club;  for  the  trath  of 
which  they  appealed  to  Dr.  Moreton^  the  ancient  bishop  of 
Durham,  who  in  a  solemn  speech  ^niade  in  full  parliament 
(say  they)  deblared  in  express- words,  that  our  first  bishops 
after  the  Reformation  had  been  consecrated  in  a  tavern  j'^and 
that  this  was  so  far  from  being' doubted,  that  it  was  a  fact 
mo^t  notorious  to  all  the  world ;  adding,  that  thereof  the 
bishops  present  rather  approved  that  in  the  least  opposed 
what  he  had  said.  The  bisiiop,  then  in-'the  ninlg^ty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  being  advised  of  this' calumny,  sent  foi*  a 
public  notary  from  London,  and  in  the  presence  of  proper 
witnesses,  made  a  solemn  prote^ation  of  the  falsehood- of 
this  story,  and  signedit  in due'form  July  17,  1658.  He  then 
sent  his  chaplain  Dr.  Barwick,t  to  all  the  lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  then  alive,.who  had  sat  in  that  parliament, 
desiring  that  if  they  believed  him' ioiildeservedly  aspersed, 
they  would  attest  it  by  subscribing  their  names :  which  was 
done  by  six  bishops,  and  fourteen  tendporal  lords,  and  by  the 
several  clerks  ^nd  registrars  of  the  house.  The  bishop  died 

•  Life,  p.  104.  '  t  Ihid.  p.  40. 
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^sobti  after,  but  his  proteslatioii^  with  the  prooA,  was  mflcor- 
trard  published  by  Dr.  Brambal,  bishop  of  Derry,  in  a  tre»« 
tise  entitled^  *'  The  consecration  and  succession  of  Protest- 
ant bishops  justified;  ^e  bishop  of  Duresme  vindicated -; 
and  the  fable  of  the  ordination  of  the  Nag's-head  club  clearly 
confuted/'  This  ain^akened  the  clergy  to  enter  upon  m«ar 
sures  for  the  continuance  of  a  succession  of  bishops,  though 
4hey  could  not  be  regularly  chosen,  lest  the  validity  of  the 
episcopal  ministry  should  cease;  which  will  come  under 
consideration  in  the  transactions  of  the  next  year. 

Lord  Clarendon  mentions  an  address  of*the  Anabaptists 
to  the  king,  who,  being  disappointed  in  their  expectations  of 
a  commonwealth,  threw  themselves  at  his  majesty's  feet,  o.^ 
ftring  their  assistance  to  pull  down  the  present  govemtiKent. 
In  their  address  they  say,  ^^  they  took  up  arms  in  the  late 
war  for  liberty  and  reformation,  but  assure  his  majesty  that 
they  were  so  far  from  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  casting 
off  their  allegiance,  or  extir][)arting  the  royal  family,  that 
they. had  not  the  least  intent  to  abridge  him  of  his  just  pre* 
rogatives,  but  only- the  restraining  those  excesses  of  goveni^ 
ment,  which  were  nothing  but  the  ex<;rescences  of  a  wanton 
power,  and  w^re  rather  a  burden  than  an  ornament  to  the 
Toyal  diadem/'  They  then  go  on  to  declaim  against  the  pro^ 
tector,  calling  him,  that  grand  impostor,  that  loathsome  hy- 
po<^rite,  that  detestable  traitor,  the  prodigy  of  nature,  the 
opprobium  of  mankind,  a  landskip  of  iniquity,  a  sink  of  sin, 
a  compendium  of  baseness.  And  then,  begging  pardon  for 
their  former  offences,  they  promise  to  sacrifice  their  lives 
and  fortunes  for  his  majesty's  restoration,  provided  his  ma- 
jesty would  be  so  gracious  as  to  restore  the  remains  of  the 
long-parliament;  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight; 
to  establish  liberty  of  conscience;  to  take  away  tithes,  and 
provide  some  other  maintenance  for  the  national  clergy; 
and  to  pass  an  act  of  oblivion,  for  all  who  had  been  in  arms 
•ag^inst-his  father  and  himself,  except  those  who  should  ad>- 
here  to  that  ungodly  tyrant  who  calls  himself  protector. 
His  lordship  adds,  that  the  messenger  that  brought  these 
propositions,  asking  the  sum  of  S,OOOZ.  to  carry  on  the  pro- 
ject, his  majesty  dismissed  him  with  civil  expressions,  telling 
him,  he  had  no  designs  to  trouble  any  man  for  his  opinion. 
However,  if  there  had  been  such  an  address  from  the  body 
-of  the  Anabaptists,  it  ij»  a  little  strange  that  after  the  Resto* 
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ration  it  was  not  remembered  to  their  advantage.  But  hk 
lordship  aeemaia  have  had  no  great  acquaintance  with  th«ae 
men,  when  heisays,  they  always  pretended  a  jusjt  esteem  and 
value  for  aH  men  who  faithfully  adhered  to  the  king^  wheneas 
they  were  of  all  sects  the  most  zealous  foracommoawealth, 
-and  were  enemies  .to  the  protector  for  no  other  reason  but 
because  he  was  for  government  by  a  single  person.  In  truth, 
this,  whole  affair  seems  no  more  than  an  artifice  to. get  a 
little  money  out  of  the  poor  king's  purse.* 

The  protector's  health  was  now  declining,  through  his  ad- 
vanced agaand  excessive. toils  and  fatigues.  The  restless 
spirits  of  the  royalists  and  republicans  put  him  upon  .bis 
•guard,  insomuch  that  he.  usually  wore,  under  bis  clothes 
.a  piece  of  armour,  or  a  coat  of  mail.  The  loss  of  his  be- 
loved .daughter  Clay  pole,  who  died  this  Sjummer,  bad  also  a 
very  sensible  influence  on  his  health.  About  the  middle  of 
August  he  was  seized  with  a  slow  fever,  wjiich  turned  to  a 
tertian  ague;  but  the  distemper  appeared  so  favourable  for 
a  while,  that,  he  walked  abroad  in  the  gardens  at  Hampton- 
court.  Ludlow  says,  the  protector  had  a  hqmour  in  his  leg, 
(which  he  desired  the  physicians  to  disperse,  by  which  means 
lit  was  thrown  into  his^blood:  at  length  his  pulse  began  to 
intermit,  and  he  was  advised  to  keep  his  bed;  and  his; ague 
fits  growing  stronger,  it.  was  thought  proper  to  remove  hini 
•to  Whitehall,  where  he  began  to  be  light-headed;  upon 
.which  his  physicians  declared  his  life  in  danger,  and  the 
council  being  summoned  to  desire  him  to  nominate  his  suc- 
cessor, he  appointed  his  eldest  son  Hicbard.  In  the  inters 
vals  of  his  fits,  he  behaved  with  great  devotion  and  piety, 
hut  manifested.no  remorse  for  his  public  actions ;  .be  de- 
;clared  in  general,  that  he  designed  the  good  of  the  nation, 
and  to  preserve  it  from  anarchy  anda  new  war.  'He  once 
^sked  Dr.  Goodwin,  who  attended  at. his  bed-side,  and. is 
•said  to  have  expressed^an  unbecoming  assurancet.to  Al« 
-mighty  God  in  prayer  of  his  recovery,  whether  a  man  could 

*  Notwithslftiiding  Ibe  sospicionti  which  rest  opori  this  affair,  Orosby  has  ieen  fit 
Ao  preserve  the  address,  propositioiifi,  and  letter,  in  the  Appendix  to  bis  first  volanCy 
no.  5. — Ed.  »  .. 

*  i  THe  Un^osge.  of  Dr.  Goodwin  was  thns  extraTagant :  *<  Lord,  we  beg  not -for 
Jiis  recovery)  for  that  Ihoa  bast  already  granted  and  assured  ns  of;  but  for  bis 
'speedy  recovery,*'  And  when  news  was  brought  of  his  death,  Mr.  Peter  Slerry 
•stood  op,  and  desired  them  not  to  be  tronbled..  ."  For  (said  he)  tbia  is  good  news  : 
because  if  be^  was  of  i^reat  ose  to  the  people  of  God  i^rhen  be  was  amongst  as,  now  he 
wi!l  be  miich  more  so,  beiqg  ascended  to  heaven'  to  sit  at  the  right  hand  of  Jesoa 
-Christ,  ibeM  to  intercede  for'Bs,  and  to  be  mindful. of  as  on  all  ocoaMona.'.'..  li«^ 
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fiill  from  grace?  which  the  doctor  answering  in  the  nega-' 
tive^'the  protector  replied,  ''Then  I  am  safe,  for  I  am  sure 
I  Was  once  in  a  state  of  grace/'*  About  twelve  hours  be-> 
ibre  he  died  he  lay  very  quiet,  vfhen  major  Butler  being  in' 
his  chamber^  says  he  heard  him  make  his  last  prayer  to  this 
purpose :  ^^  Lord,  I  am  a  poor  foolish  creature ;  this  people' 
would  fain  have  me  live ;  they  think  it  best  for  them,  and 
that  it  will  redound  much  to  thy  glory,  and  all  the  stir  is 
about  this.  Others  would  fiiin  have  me  die ;  Lord,  pardon 
them,  and  pardon  thy  foolish  people,  forgive  their  sin's/and- 
do  not  forsake  them,  but  love  and  bless;  and  give  them  rest/ 
and  bring  them  to  a  consistency,  and  give  me  rest,  for 
Jesus  Chri4t*s'  sake,  to  whom,  with  thee  and  thy  Holy: 
Spirit,  be  all  hdnour  and  glory,  now  and  for  ever,  Amen.'^ 
The  protector  died,  September  3,  165S,  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  the  day  on  which  he  had  triumphed  in  the  battles 
of  Marst6n-Moor,t  Dunbar,  and  Worcester,  when  he  had 
lived  fifty-nine  years,  four  months,  and  eight  days:  four 
'  years  and  eight  months  after  he  had  been  declared  protec- 
tor by  the  instrument  of  government ;  and  one  year  and 
three  months  after  his  confirmation  by  the 'bumble  petition 
and  advice.  As  he  had  lived  most  part  of  his  life  in  a  storm,' 
his  death  was  attended  with  one  of  the  greatest  hurricanes 
that  had  been  known  for  many  years.it:  Some  have  said,  that 
next  hight'after  his  death,  his  body  was  wrapped  up  in  lead; 
and  buried  fn  Naiseby-field,  according  to  his  desire.  Others, 
more  probably,  that  it  was  deposited  privately  in  a  vault  in 
king  Henry  VII/s  chapel,  sometime  before  the  public  fune- 
ral, which  was  performed  November  33,  with  all  imaginable 
grandeur  and  military  pomp^^  from  Somerset-house,  where 

lew's  Memoirs,  4to.  p.  358, 259.  Dr.Grej  does  not  fail  to  notice  these  strange  flights. 
And  Sewel  the  historian's  reflection  on  this  last  instance  of  the  flattery,  or  frenzjf,  of 
these  coartievK)  was  jast.  **  O  horrid  flattery !  Thus  I  call  it,  though  he  had  been 
the  greatest  saint  on  earth  ;  which  he  came  mach  short  of,  though  h6  was  once  en- 
daed  with  some  emioent  virtaes."    History  of  the  Quakers,  p.  189. — Ed. 

•  Baxter's  Life,  p.  98. 

t  This,  as  Dr.  Grey  notices,  is  an  error ;  the  battle  of  Marston-  Moor  was  fought 
on  the  2d  July,  1644.— E». 

X  Dr.  Grey  tells  us  also,  that  on  the  day  his  coffin  was  taken  up  and  hang  at  Ty- 
burn, almost  as  remarkable  a  storm  rose  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  .Su- 
perstition and  a  hatred  of  Cromwell  construed  these  circumstances  as  appearances  of 
nature  or  the  God  of  nature,  by  physical  phenomena,  expressing  an  abhorrence  of  his 
character.  But  sound  philosophy  sees  nothing  bnt  a  singular  coincidence  of  events, 
happening  together,  but  withoat  any  correspondence  in  their  causes :  and  will  re- 
flect, how  many  storms  disturb  thb  elements,  when  no  wicked  tyrant  dies  in  the  po- 
litical world !— Ed. 

$  The  expenses  of  Gromweirs  fdBersl  uBoanted  to  60,0002.    The  body  laid  in. « 
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be  had  Islin  in  state,  to  the  Abbey-cfaureh  in  Westminster/ 
where  a  fine  mausoleum  was  erected  for  him,  on  which  his 
effigy  was  placed,  and  exhibited  to  the  view  of  all  specta- 
tors for  a  time  y  hut  after  the  king's  restorationy  his  coffin 
was  taken  out  of  the  vault,  and  drawn  upon  a  sledge  to' Ty- 
burn^ where  he  was  hangied  op  till  sunset^  and  then  buried 
under  the  gallows. 

Thus  died  the  mighty  Oliver  Gromwetl^  th6  greatest  sol- 
dier and  statesman  of  his  age,  after  he  had  undergone  ex- 
cessive fatigues  aiid  labours  in  a  Ibng  course  of  warlike  ac- 
tions^ and  escaped  innumerable  dangers  from  the  plots  and 
conspiracies  of  domestic  enemies.  Few  historians  have 
spoken  of  him  with  temper,  though  no  other  genius,  it  may 
be,  could  have  h^ld  the  reins,  or  steered  the  commonwealth, 
through  so  many  stdrmd  slnd  hurricanes,  as  the  factions  of 
these  times  had  raised  in  tfa6  nation.  He  was  bom  at  Hun-, 
tingdon,  April  25,  1599,'  dnd  descended  of  the  fiimily  of 
Williams^  of  Glainorgail  in  Wates,  which  assumed  the 
name  of  Cromwell  hf  tnafrying  tvitb  a  daughter  of  Crom- 
well earl  of  Es^exi  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIH.  The 
seat  of  the  ddest  branch  of  the  family  was  called  Hinchin- 
brook^  now  belohglng  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  who  were 
reputed  to  possess  an  Estate  of  30;006/.  a  year.  Oliver,  who 
was  descended  of  ^  yOunger  branch,  was  educated  in  Cam- 
b'rid^ey  aqd  from  thence  becamis  a  iStudisnt  of  LincolnVInn^ 
being  a  wild  and  extravagant  youth  till  about,  the  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  when  he  (Quitted  his  irregular  life,  and 
became  remarkably  sober.  In  the  year  1640,  be  was  chosen 
representative  in  parliament  for  th^  town  of  Cambridge,  and 
sat  two  years  tindistinguished  in  the  house,  as  a  mere  coun- 
try jgentleman,  appearing,  says  sir  Philip  Warwick,  in  a 
plain  cloth  suit  of  clothes  made  by  a  country  tailor,  his  liheri 
not  very  clean,  his  band  unfashionable,  his  hat  without  a 
hatband,  and  his  sword  close  by  his  side ;  his  countenance 

more  private  apartment,  till  the  1st  of  November;  in  imitation  of  the  solemnilie^ 
lued  upon  the  like  occasion  for  Philip  II.  king  of  Spaiti,  who  was  thas  represented 
to  be  in  pargatory  for  two  months.  It  was  then  removed  into  the  great  ball  of  So<* 
merset-house ',  the  part  where  the  bed  stood  was  railed  in,  and  the  rails  and  groond 
within  covered  with  crimson  velvet.  Four  or  five  hundred  candles  set  in  flat  shining 
candlesticks  were  so  placed  round  near  the  roof  of  the  hall,  that  the  light  they  gavQ 
seemed  like  the  rays  of  the  sun  :  by  all  which  he  was.  represented  to  be  in  a  state  of 
glory.  This  folly  and  profusion  so  far  provoked  the  people,  that  they  thr^w  dirt,  in 
(he  night,  on  his  escutcheon,  placed  over  the  great  gate.  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  4l». 
p.«60.— -En. 
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was  swoUeuaxid  reddish,  bis  voice  hoarse  and  untunable,  but 
bis  elocution  was  full  of  fervour  and  warmth,  and  he  was  weU 
beard  in. the  house.  His  person  somewhat  exceeded  the 
middle  Mature,^  but  was  well  proportioned,  compact,  an^ 
strong:.  He  h^d  a  inaj9$uline  countenance,  a  sparkling  eye, 
9  n)Lanly  sterjOr  look)  a  vigorous  constitution,  and  was  .au 
•neiqy  to  ease  and  excess;  the  motto  upon  I]i|^  ^at  of  arms 
lyaS)  Pax  quwritur  bello. 

Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he  took  arms  for 
the  parliament,  and  though  he  was  forty-three  years  of  agQ 
before  be  drew  a  sword,  be  soon  becaipe  colonel  of  a  regi* 
ment  of  chosen  mpn,  who  declared  they  fought  not  for  gain, 
but  for  the  cause  of  religion  and  liberty.  He  always  went 
to  prayer  before  battle,  and  returned  solemn  thanks  for  his 
success  afierwcgrd*  He  was  careful  to  promote  an  exact 
discipline  in  the  army,  and  would  not  have  pardoned  his 
own  brother,  says  my  autbor,t  if  he  had  found  him  plunder^ 
ing  the  country  people.  The  army  had  not  an  officer  wba 
&ced  danger  with  greater  intrepidity,  or  more  eagerly  sought  . 
occasions  to  distingjuiah  his  personal  valour.  He  had  a  great 
presence  of  mjiod  in  the  heat  of  action,  and  taught  his  sot 
diers  to  fight  in  a  niore  desperate  manner  than  usual,  not 
allowing  them  to  discharge  their  muiskets,  till  they  were 
so  near  the  eoamy  as  to  he  ^um  of  doing  execution.  Hi9 
reputation  rose  so  fast,  that  he  quickly  became  a  major<f 
general,  iheix  lieutenant-general  under  Fairfax^  and  at  last 
supplanted  him.  His  troops  believed  themselves  invincible 
under  his  conduct ;  he  never  lost  a  battle  where  he  bad 
the  chief  command.  The  victory  of  Marston-Moor  was 
chiefly  as<;ribed  to  his  valour.  The  reduction  of  Ireland 
in  less  than  a  year  made  him  the  terror  of  his  enemies ; 

*  Sir  John  Reresby  calls  Cromwell  "  one  of  tbe  greatest  and  brarest  men,  bad 
his  caase  been  good,  the  world  ever  saw.  His  figure  did  not  come  up  to  his  oha- 
raoter ;  be  was  mdeed  a  likely  person,  bat  not  hartdsome,  nor  bad  be  a  very  bold 
look  wifili  bim.  He  was  plain  in  his  apparel,  and  rather  negligent  than  not.  Tears 
he  had  at  will,  and  was,  doobtless,  the  greatest  dissembler  on  earth."  Memoirs,  p.  2. 
Since  Mr.  Neal  wrote,  varioas  historians  have  ceviewed  tbe  actions  and  character  of 
Cromwell.  Amongst  whom  the  faithfal  and  jadioioas  Br.  Harris  deserves  particular 
mention.  Tbe  candid  and  copious  account  of  this  extraordinary  man  in  the  firelV  edi- 
tion of  the  Biographia  Britannica,  has  been  enriched  with  new  and  curious  mat^ 
ter  by  the  learned  and  aca^irate  pen  which  has  oondupted  the  second  edition.  The 
history  of  the  Cromwell  family  has  been  accurately  investigated  by  Mr.  Noble,  in 
his  Memoirs  of  the  Proteetoiiil  Honse  of  Cromwell ;  not  to  mention  other  writers, 
who  have  elacidated  this  snbject>  To  other  particnhirs,  with  which  Dr.  Kippis  has 
improved  the  article  Cromwell,  in  the  Biogr.  Britaii.  is  added  an  ample  exhibition 
of  the  characters  of  him,  drawn  by  foreigners  and  natives. — Ed. 

t  Carrington'f  Life  of  Crooiwi^,  p.  ^43.    Welwood's  Mem.  p.'l04. 
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and  the  battles  of  Dunbar  and  Worcester  completed  hii 
martial  glory. 

How  far  his  usurping'the  protectorship  of  the  three  nfl« 
tions,  withbdt  the  previous  consent  of  a  free  parUament^ 
was  the  result  of  ambition  or  necessity,  has  been  considered' 
already ;'  but  if  we  view  him  as  a  statesman,  he  was  an  able 
politician,  a  steady. resolute  governor;  and  though  he  had 
more  numerous  and  powerful  enemies  than  any  man  of  the 
age,  he  was  never  intimidated,  having  a  peculiar  art  of 
keeping  men  quiet,  and  giving  them  by  turng  hopes  of  his 
iavour.  He  had  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  mankind,  and 
an  inimitable  sagacity  and  penetration.  If  there  was  a  man 
in  England  who  excelled  in  any  faculty  or  science,  he  would 
find  him  out,  and  reward  him  according  to  his  merit.  In 
nothing  was  his  good  understanding  better  discovered,  3ays 
bishop  Burnet,  than  in  seeking  out' able  and  worthy  men 
for  all  employments,  which  gave  a  general  satisfaction.  By 
these  methods,  in  the  space  of  four  or  five  years,  he  carried 
the  reputation  and  glory  of  the  English  nation  as  high  as  it 
was  capable  of  being  raised.  He  was  equally. dreaded  by 
France,  Spain,  and  the  United  Provinces,  who  condescended 
to  servile  compliances' to.  obtain  his  friendship;  Charles 
Gustavus,  king  of  Sweden,  thought  himself  honoured  by 
bis  alliance ;  and  cardinal  Mazarine  said,  that  nothing  but 
the  kingof  France's  having  the  small-pox  could  have  hinder- 
ed hita  from  coming  over  to  England,  that  he  might  have 
the  honour  of  waiting  on  one  of  the  greatefst  men. 

The  protector  had  aii  uncommon' command  of  his  passions, 
and  knew  how  to  behave  in  Character  upon  alloccasfons ; 
though  in  private  life  he  would  be  jocose  and  merry  with' 
his  inferiors ;  yet  no  prince  was  more  jealous*  of  his  dignity 
on  public  occasions.  His  ambassadors  in  foreign  courts  hkd 
all  the  respects  paid  them  that  our  kings  ever  had.  All 
Europe  trembled  at  his  name!  And  though  he  could  con- 
verse with  no  foreigners  but  in  broken  Latin,  yet  no  man 
ever  had  better  intelligence,  nor  understood  the  views  and 
interests  of  the  several  courts  of  Europe  better  than  himself. 
He  bad  spies  at  Madrid  and  Paris,  and  was  so  happy  as  to 
fix  upon  persons  who  never  failed  biin.  Mr.  Algernon  Syd- 
ney, who  was  not  inclined  to  think  or  speak  well  of  kings, 
commended  him  to  bishop  Burnet, 'as  one  who, had  just  no-s 
tions  of  public  liberty :  and  though  he  made  some  severe 
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anScrueLlaws  against  (he  episcoi^al  clergy,  it  was  ii6t  for 
their  religion,  but  because  they  were  open  and  decltired 
enemies  to  his  person  and  govl^rnroent.  ^ 

The  protector  was  a  Protestant,  but  affected  to  go  under 
no  denomination  or  party :  he  had  chaplains  of  all  persua^ 
sions;  and.  though  he  was  by  principle  an  Independent,  he 
esteemed  all  reformed  churches  as  part  of  the  catholic 
church ;  and  without  aiming  to  establish  any  tenets  by  force 
or  violence,  he  witnessed,  on  all  occasions,  an  extreme  zeal 
for  the  Protestant  religion,  and  a  just  regard  for  liberty  of 
conscience.  •  > 

As  to  his  moral  character,  bis  greatest  enemies  have  not 
charged  him'  with  afay  public  irices.  Dr.  Welwood  admits/ 
that  he  was  not  addicted  to  swearing,  gluttony,  drunkenness^ 
gaming,  avarice,  or  the  love  of  women,  but  kept  close  to  his 
marriage-bed.  Nor  is  he  chargeable  with  covetousness,  for 
it  has  been  computed,  says  the  writer  of  his  life,*  that  he 
distributed  40,000/.  a  year  out  of  his  privy  purse  to  charita* 
ble  U8es.t  -  He  promoted  virtuous  men,  and  wAs  inflexible 
in  his  punishment  of  ill  actions.  His  court  was  regulated 
according  to  a  most  strict  discipline,  says  Mr.  Echard,  where 
every  vice  was  banished  or  severely  punished.  He  maitK 
tained  a  constant  appearance  of  piety,  and  was  regular' m 
his  private  and  public  devotions :  be  retired  constantly 
every  day  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  prayer ;  and  some  whtf 
watched  him  narrowly  have  reported,  that  after  he  had  read 
and  expounded  a  chapter,  he  prostrated  himself  with  bi^ 
face  on  the  ground,  and  with  tears  poured  out  his  soul  to 
God  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  -  He  was  a  strict  observer  of 
the  sabbath,  and  an  encodrager  of  goodness  and  austerity  of 
life.j:  Mr.  Baxter  admits,  that  ^^  he  kept  as  much  honesty 
and  godliness  as  his  cause  and  interest  would  allow:  that 
he  had  a  zeal  for  religion,  meant  honestly  in  the  main,  and 

*  Garringtoo,  p.  248.  .  .        >  * 

t  Ad  observation  of  Dr  Gibbons,  as  jost  iu  itself  and  doing  honour  to  Cromwell, 
deserresto  be  men^oued  here.  It ia  this;  "that  it  dtfes  ootJippear  that  in  the  height 
of  his  power  he  ever  diverted  any  part  of  the  national  property  to  the  private  emola- 
ment  of  himself  or  family,  as  he  left  tJbem  possessed  of  the  small  estates  only  whicfa'he 
enjoyed  before  he  arrived  to  the  protectorate/'  Foneral  Sermon  for  William  Grom- 
well,  p.  48.~Bd. 

t  To  this  mast  be  ascribed  his  prohibition  of  all  thtfatrioal  exhibitions.  There  was, 
indeed,  a  remarkable  exception,  in  bis  permittingy  from  hatred,  to  the  Spaniards,  the 
representation  of  a  performance  entitled,  **  The  C^aelty  of  the  Spaniards  in  Pern." 
Rosoins  ADglicuDs,  p.  29,  in  -the  Litbf ary  aSaMum,  8? o.  printed  io  1792.«— £i>.     ■  i 
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was  piouB  in  tbe  main  coune  of  kis  lifis,*  till  prosperity. 

corrupted  him/' 

But  with  all  these  good  qualities  it  is  certaiu,  the  pro9> 
tector  was  a  strong  enthusiast,  and  did  not  take  up  his  re- 
ligion upon  rational  or  solid  principles,  which  led  him  intq 
sundry  mistakes,  not  supported  by  reason  or  Scripture*  One 
of  bib  favourite  principles  was,  a  particular  faith.;  that  is,  if 
any  thing  was  strongly  impressed  upon  his  mind  in  prayer, 
ke  apprehended  it  came  immediately  from  God,  and  was  a 
rule  of  action ;  but  |f  there  were  no  impressions,  but  a  flatr 
ness  in  his  devotions^  it  was  a  denial.  Upon  this  maxim  he  i^ 
said  to  have  suffered  the  late  king  to  be  put  to  death,  iii^an 
arbitrary  and  illegal  manner.— Another  maxim  was,  that "  k| 
extraordinary  cases  something  extraordinary,  or  beyond  the 
common  rules  of  justice^  may  be  done ;  that  the  moral  laws, 
which  are  bkiding  in  ordinary  cases,  may  then  be  dispensed 
with;  and  that  private  justice  must  give  way  to  public 
necessity."  Which  was  the  protector's  governing  principle 
in  all  krs  unwarrantable  stretches  of  powef.  A  third 
principle  by  which  tbe  protector  was  misled,  was,  hisde* 
ternfiiiifig  the  goodness  of  a  cause  by  the  success.  An  ap^ 
peal  to  the  sword  was  with  him  an  Appeal  to  God;  and  as 
victory  in^Uned^  God  owned  or  diseountenanced  the  cause* 
— It  is  impOssiUe  that  a  man's  conduct  could  be  just  or  con- 
silient, while  it  wasdiiiected  by  such  mistaken  principles. 

It  has  beeii  fturther  ot^ected  to  the  protector's  character, 
thdt  he  wa6  BoM'iOttsly  guilty  of  hypocrisy  and  dissiipula- 
tioA  both  to  God  and  mail ;  th«t  he  mocked  God  by  the  pre- 
tence o|  i^ety  and  devotion,  and  by  long  prayers  full  of 
hypO^:^lcal  zeal.  But  who  can  penetrate  the  heart,  to  see 
whetfael*  the  outward  actions  flow  from  an  inward  principle  ? 
With  regard  to  men,  it  is  certain  the  protector  knew  how  to 
address  theii^  passions,  and  talk  to  them  in  their  own  way; 
and  if  in  his  devotions  he  uttered  with  his  mouth  what  his 
heart  never  meant,  no  one  can  vindicate  him :  but  men  are 
not  islightly  to  be  arraigned,  says  Rapin,  for  the  inward 

*  That  his  relifioas  cbanoter  wasnot  originalij  assnmed,  however  it  might  after- 
ward >>•  ahttsed,  to  oarrj  politioal  viewg,  and  was  prior  to  ais  dignity  and  power,  it 
has  been  obserred,  is  evinced  from  bis  letters  written  long  before  that  period,  an^ 
from  what  Milton  §kjfn  of  hlra  ;  **  that  being  arrived  to  mtHj  and  matare  age,  which 
he  spent  as  a  private  person,  and  noted  for  nothing  more  than  the  cultivation  of  pore 
religion  ind  integrity  of  life,  he  was  grown  wealUiy  in  retirement  at  home."  Gib- 
boos's  Fiuerti  SaAfton  for  WiUia»  Cromw^,  p.  47|  48.— Kn. 
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motions  of  their  heart,  which  pass  all  hunaati  knowledge. — 
Besides,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  the  watchful  eyes  that 
were  upon  him,  and  the  vast  difficulties  he  had  to  contend, 
with.  Queen  Elizabeth's  dissimulation  has  been  extolled, 
for  the  very  same  reason  that  the  protector's  is  condemned : 
if  therefore  such  a  conduct  was  necessary  to  govern  tlie 
several  parties,  there  is  nothing  greatly  blameworthy  in  it« 
says  the  same  author,  unless  it  was  a  crime  in  him  not  to  put 
it  into  the  power  of  bis  enemies,  to  destroy  him  with  the 
greater  ease; 

Ambition  and  thirst  of  glory  might  sometimes  lead  the 
protector  aside,  for  he  imagined  himself  to  be  a  second 
Fhineasy  raised  up  by  Providence  to  be  the  scourge  of  idol« 
atry  and  superstition,  and  in  climbing  up  to  the  pinnacle  of 
supreme  power,  did  not  always  keep  within  the  bounds  of 
law  and  equity:  to  this  passion  some  have  ascribed  hig 
assuming  the  protectorship,  and  putting  himself  at  the  head 
of  three  kingdoms ;  though  others  are  of  opinion,  it  wag 
owing  to  hard  necessity  and  self-preservation.  I  will  no^ 
venture  to  decide  in  this  case;  possibly  there  might  be  a 
mixture  of  both.  When  he  was  in  possession  of  the  sove^ 
reign  power  ^  no  man  ever  used  it  to  greater  public  ad  vantage^ 
for  he  had  a  due  veneration  for  the  laws  of  his  country,  ia 
all  things  wherein  the  life  of  his  jurisdiction  was  not  con- 
cerned: and  though  he  kept  a  standing  army,  they  were 
under  an  exact  discipline,  and  very  little  burden  to  the 
people. 

The  charge  of  cruelty^  which  is  broug&t  against  him,  for 
having  put  some  men  to  death  for  conspiring  against  his 
person  and  government^  deserves  no  confutation,  unless 
they  would  have  had  him  sit  stilly  till  some  conspiracy  or 
other  had  succeeded.  Cruelty  was  not  in  his  nature  ;*  he 
was  not  for  unnecessary  effusion  of  blood.  Lord  Clarendon 
assures  us,  that  when  a  general  massacre  of  the  royalists 
was  proposed  by  the  officers  in  council^  he  warmly  opposed 
and  prevented  it. 

*  Saoh  was  the  sensibility  of  his  spirit,  that  if  an 'account  were  giren  him  of  a 
^stressed  case^  the  narration  wtmid  dtaw  tears  hola  faift  eyes.  It  apefka  strongly^ 
in  favoar  of  his  temper  and  his  domestic  deportment,  that  the  daughter  of  sir  Francij^ 
Rassel,  married  to  his  second  son  Henry,  who  before  ber  marriage  had  entertained 
an  iH  opinion  of  his  father  Olirer,  vippn  her  cbroiBg  into  the  fiunily  felt  all  her  preju- 
dice removed,  and  changed  into  a  most  afieetionatA  esteem  for  her  fatheivia-Iaw,  as 
(he  most  amiable  of  parenlf.  Gibbons'il  Fanerid  Bermon  for  Wifflam  CrdmweA',  esq: 
p.  46.— Bo. 
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Dr.  Wei  wood*  compares  the  protector  to  an  unusual 
meteor,  which  with  its  surprising  influences  overawed  not 
only  three  kingdoms,  but  the  most  powerful  princes  and 
states  about  us.  A  great  man  he  was,  says  he^  and  posterity 
might  have  paid  a  just  homage  to  his  memory,  if  he  had  not 
imbrued  his  bands  in  the  blood  of  his  prince,  and  trampled 
upon  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  the  cha« 
racter  of  this  great  man  has  been  transmitted  down  to  pos- 
terity with  some  disadvantage,  by  the  several  factions  of 
Royalists,  Presbyterians,  and  Republicans^  because  each 
we're  disappointed,  and  enraged  to  see  the  supreme  power 
wrested  from  them ;  but  his  management  is  a  convincing 
proof  of  his  great  abilities:  he  was  at  the  helm  iii  the' most 
stormy  and  tempestuous  season  that  England  ever  saw ;  but 
by  his  consummate  wisdom  and  valour,  he  disconcerted  the 
measures  and  designs  of  his  enemies,  and  preserved  both 
himself  and  the  commonwealth  from  shipwreck.  I  shall  only 
observe  farther,  with  Rapin,  that  the  confusions  which  pre- 
vailed in  England  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  clearly  evi- 
dence the  necessity  of  this  usurpation,  at  least  till  the  con- 
stitution could  be  restored.  After  his  death  his  great 
achievements  were  celebrated  in  verse,  by  the  greatest  wits 
of  the  age,  as  Dr.  Sprat,  afterward  bishop  of  Rochester, 
Waller,  Dryden,  and  others,  who  in  their  panegyrics  out- 
did every  thing  which  till  that  time  had  been  written  in  the 
English  language. 

Four  divines  of  the  assembly  died  this  year :  Dr.  John 
Harris,  son  of  Richard  Harris  of  Buckinghamshire,  bom  in 
the  parsonage-house  of  Hard  wick  in  the  same  county,  edu- 
cated in  Wickham-school  near  Winchester,  and  in  the  year 
1606  admitted  perpetual  fellow  of  New-college.  He  was 
so  admirable  a  Grecian,  and  eloquent  a  preacher,  that  sir 
Henry  Saville  called  him  a  second  St.Chrysostom.  In  1619 
he  was  chosen  Greek  professor  of  the  university.  He  was 
afterward  prebendary  of  Winchester,  rector  of  Meonstoke 
in  Hampshire,  and  in  the  year  1630,  warden  of  Wickham- 
coliege  near  Winchester ;  in  all  which  places  he  behaved 
with  great  reputation.  In  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars 
he  took  part  with  the  parliament,  was  chosen  one  of  the 
assembly  of  diyines,  tool);  the  covenant,  and  other  oaths, 

•  p.  lot. 
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jktiA  kept  his  wardenship  till  bU  death ;  h^  pnblisbed  several 
learned  works,  and  died  at  Winchester,  Augast  11^  1658^ 
aged  seventy  years. 

Mr.  Sydrach  Sympson^  a  meek,  and  quiet  divine  of  the 
Independent  persuafiiion^  was  educated  in  Cambridge^  but 
forced  to  fly  hia  country  for  nonconformity  in  the  times  of 
archbishop  Laud.  He  was  one  of  the  dissenting  brethren 
in  the  asseHibly,  and  behaved  with  great  temper  and  mode- 
ration. Bishop  Kennet  says,  he  was  silenced  for  some  time 
from  preaching,  because  he  differed  in  judgment  from  the 
assembly  in  points  of  churchrdiscipline,  but  was  restored  to 
his  liberty  October  28, 1646.:  He  afterward  gathered  a  con- 
gregation in  London,  after  the  manner  of  the  Ii^dependents, 
.which  met  in  Ab-cburch  near  Cannon-street.  Upon  the  re- 
signation of  Mr.  Vines  in  the  year  1650,  for  refusing  the  en- 
gagement, he  was  by  the  visitors  made  master  of  Pembroke? 
hall|  Cambridge.  He  was  a  divine  of  considerable  learning, 
and  of  great  piety  and  devotion.  In  his  last  sickness  he  was 
under  some  darkness,  and  melancholy  apprehensions ;  upon 
which  account  some  of  his  friends  and  brethren  assembled 
in  his  own  house  to  assist;  him  with  their  prayers ;  and  in 
the  evening,  when  they  took  their  leave,  he  thanked  them, 
and  said,  he  was  now  satisfied  in  his  soul ;  and  lifting  up  his 
hands  towards  heaven  said;  '^  He  is  come,  he  is  come.'^  And 
that  nigjit  died. 

Dr.  Robert  Harris  was  bom  at  Broad-Campden  in  (Grlou- 
cestershire^  1578,  and  educated  in  Magdalen-college,  Oxon. 
.He!preac5hedfor  some  time  about  Oxford,  and  settled  after- 
ward at  Hanwell,  in  the  place  of  famous  Mr.  Dodd,  then 
suspended  Jbr  nonconformity ;.  here  be  continued  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars^  when  By  the  king's  soldiers 
lie  was  driven. to  London.     He  was  appointed  one  of  the 
;aS8Qmbly  of; divines,  and  minister  of  St.  Botolph,  Bishops- 
gate.    In  the  year  1646,  he  was  one  of  the  six  preacher^  to 
,the  university  of  Oxfprd>  and  next  year  one  of  their  visitors, 
when  he  was  created  D.  D.  and  made  president  of  Trinity- 
college,  and  rector  of  Garlington  near  Oxford,  which  is 
always  annexed  to  it.     Here  he  continued  till  his  death, 
governing  his  college  with  a  paternal  affection,  being  reve- 
renced by  the  students  as  a  father.    The  inscription  over 
-his  grave  gives  him  a  great  character;  but  the  royalists 
charge  him,  and  I  believe  justly,  with  being  a  notorious 
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phiraliet.*    He  died  Becmiber  ll,  1656,  in  the  eightietli 

year  of  hi«  agert 

Mr.  William  Carter  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and 
tifierward  a  very  popular  preacher  in  London.  He  was  a 
good  schoiar,  of  great  serionsness,  and  though  a  young  man, 
appointed-one  of  die  assembly  of  divines.  After  «ome  time 
he  joined  4he 'Independents,  and  became  one  of  t)ie  dissent* 
iDg  brethren- ip4he  assembly.  He  had  offers  pf  many  livings 
but  refused  ^tiiem,  bein^  dissatisfied  with  the  parochial  dis- 
cipline ^ftho«0  times;  nevertheless,  he  was  indefatigable 
in  his  mitiistry^  preaohipg  twice  every  Lord's  day  to  two 
large  congregiitions  in  the  city,  besides  lectures  on  the  wedc- 
days:  -this  wasted^  his  strength,  and  put  an  end  to  his  life 
about 'Midsummer  16S6,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age. 
His-ftmily  were  afterward  great  sufferers  by  the  purchase 
t>f  bishops'  lands. 


OHAP.  IV. 

THE  INTERREGNUM  FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  OLIVER 
CROMWELL.  TO  THE  RESTORATION  OF  KING  CHARLES 
IL  AND  THE  RE-ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  CHURCH 
OF  ENGLAJWDi'  1669. 

Vpok  the  death  of  the  protector,  all  the  discontented  spirits 
who  baidbeen..subdttedby  hiaadmiuistration  resumed  .their 
coiirage^-aud  within  .the  cbipgaBS  of  one  year  revived  the 
confusions  of  the  preceding  ten.  Richard  Cromwell,  being 
proclaimed  protector  upon  his  father's  decease,  received 
numberless  addresses  from  all  parts^j:  congratulating  hk 
accession  to  the  dignity  of  protector,  with  assurances  qi 
lives  and  fortunes  cheerfully  devoted  to  support  his  title. 

*  Against  tbis  charge,  if  the  tratb  of  it  should  be  admitted,  oagbt  to  be  set  bis 
charity ;  which,  we  are  totd,  exceeded  tlie.  ordinary  proportioii  of  his  revejiiieg* — £9* 
t  Clarke's  lavts  in  his  Martyrology,  p.  314 — 339. 

X  Of  these  addresses.  Dr.  Grey  says,  "  nothing  ever  exceeded  them  in  point  of 
flattery,  except  those  canting  addresses  of  the  dissenters  to  king  James  npon  his  in- 
.  dolgence  :*'  and  he  gives  several  at  length,  as  specimens  of  the  strain  of  adnlation  in 
which  they  were  drawn  np,  from  different  corporations :  from  which  the  reader  will 
•aeethat  mayors,. recorders,  and  aldermeit^oftbatday  conld  rivaitlie  Independent  mi- 
nisters, whom  the  doctor  reproaches  as  "  most  foully  goilty,"  in  their  effasions  of  flat- 
'ierf.    In  truth,  all  were  paying  their  devoirs  to  the  rising  snu. — Kd. 
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He  was  a  young  gentleman^f  a  calm  andpeaeeable^ebiper^ 
but  had  by  no  means  the  capacity  or  resolution  of  lik  fiitber, 
and  was  therefore  unfit  to  be  at  the- helm:  in  such  boisterous 
limes.  He  wa^  highly  caressed  by  the  Presbyterians^thougbhe 
.set  out  upon  the. principles  of  general  toleration,  as  appears 
by  his  declaration  of  November  25,  entitled^  '^  A  procla- 
mation for  the  better  encouraging  godly  ministers  and 
others;"  and  for  their  enjoying  their  dues  and  liberties,  ac- 
cording to  law,  without  being  molested  wtth  indictments 
for  not  using  the  Common  Prayer-book. 

,  The  young  protector  summoned  a  parliament  to  meet  on 
the  S7th  of  January  1658 — 9.  The  elections  were  notac- 
cording  to  the  method  practised  by  his  father,  but  according 
to  the  old  constitution,  because  it  was  apprehended  that  the 
smaller  boroughs  might  be  more  easily  influenced  than  cities 
and  counties ;  but  it  was  ill  judged  to  break  in  upon  the 
instrument  of  government,  by  which  he  held  his  proteetor- 
dhip.  The  parliament  met  according  to  appointment,  but 
did  little  business,  the  lower  house  not  being  willing  ta  own 
the  upper.  The  army  was  divided  into  two  grand  feetions ; 
the  Wallingford-house  party,  which  was  for  a  common- 
wealth ;  and  the  Presbyterian,  which  with  the  majority  of 
the  parliament,  was  for  the  protector.  The '  Wallingford- 
house  party,  of  which  Fleetwood  and  Desborough  were  the 
head,.invited\Dr.  Owen  and  Dr.  Manton  to  their  consulta- 
tions. Dr.  Owen  went  to  prayer  before  they  entered  on 
business,  but  Dr.  Manton,  being  late  before  he  came,  heard 
a  lodd  voice  from  within,  saying.  He  must  down,  and  he 
shall  down.  Manton  knew  the  voice  to  be  Dr.  Owen's, 
and  understood  him  to  mean  the  deposing  of  Richard,  and 
therefore  would  not  go  in.  But  the  writer  of  Dr.  Owen's 
life  discredits  this  story ;  though,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  very 
probiible,  for  the  doctor  inclined  to  a  republican  govern- 
ment : .  he  sided  with  the  army,  and  drew  up  their  address 
against  Oliver's  being  king :  upon  which  he  declined  in  the 
protector's  favour,  and  as  soon  as  Richard  became  chan- 
cellor of  Oxford,  he  turned  him  out  of  the  vice-chancellor- 
ship. The  cabinet-council  at  Wallingford-house  having 
gained  over  several  to  their  party,  prevailed  with  Richard 
to  consent  to  their  erecting  a  general  council  ofofiicers, 
though  he  could  not  but  know  they  designed  his  ruin,  being 
all  republicans ;  and  therefore,  instead  of  supporting  the 
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,protector>  they  presented  a  remonstrapcej  complaining  «f 
the  advancement  of  disaffected  persons,  and  that  the  good 
old  cause  was  ridiculed.  Richard,  sensible  of  his  fatal  misr 
take,  by  the  advice  of  lord  Broghil  dissolved  the  council, 
iand  then  th<&  parliament  voted  they  should,  meet  no  more ; 
but  the  officers  bid  him  defiance^  and  like  a  company  of 
sovereign  dictators  armed  with  power^  sent. the  protector  a 
peremptory  message  to  dissolve  the  parliament,  telling  him 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  keep  both  the  parliament 
and  army  at  his  devotion,  but  that  he  might  choose  which 
he  would  prefer;  if  he  dissolved  the  parliament  he. might 
.depend  upop  the  army,  but  if  he  refused,  they  would  quickly 
pull  him  out  of  Whitehall.  Upon  this  the  timorous  gentle; 
man  being  at  a  plunge,  and  destitute  of  his  father's  cou; 
l*age,  submitted  to  part  with  the  only  men  who  could  sup- 
port him. 

.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  parliament,  Richard  became 
a  j^ipher  in  the  government ;  lord  Broghil,  afterward  earl 
of  Qrrery,  advised  him  to  the  last  to  support  the  parliament 
and  declare  against  the  council  of  officers ;  and  if  he  had 
.allowed  the  captain  of  bis  guard  at  the  same  time  to  have 
secured  Fleetwood  and  Desborough,  as  he.  undertook  to  do 
with  the  hazard  of  his  life,  he  might  have  been  established  ; 
but. the  poor-spirited  protector  told  him,  that  he  was  afraid 
.of  blood  ;  upon  which  the  captain,  lord  Howard,  made  his 
peace  with  the  king.  The  officers  at  Wallingford-house^ 
having  carried  their  point,  published  a  declaration  about 
twelve  days  after,  without  so  much  as  asking  the  protector's 
leave,  inviting  the  remains  of  the  long-parliament  to  resume 
th€»  government,  who  immediately  declared  their  resolutions 
for  a  commonwealth  without  a  single  person,  or  house  of 
peers.  Thus  was  the  grandeur  ofCromweirs  family  de- 
jstroyed  by  the  pride  and  resentment  of  some  of  its  owa 
branches:  Fleetwood  had  married  the  widow  of  Ireton^one 
of  Oliver's  daughters,  and  being  disappointed  of  the  pro- 
.tectorship  by  his  last  will,  was  determined  that  no. single 
.person  should  be  his  superior.  Desborough,  who  had  mar- 
ried Oliver's  sister,  joined  in  the  fatal  consj^iracy.  Lam- 
.bert,  whom  Oliver  had  dismissed  the  army,  was  called  from 
his  retirement  to  take  his  place  among  the  council  of  offi- 
cers. These,  with  sir  H.  Vane,  and  one  or  two  more  be- 
hind the  curtain,  subverted  the  government,  and  were  the 
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^springs  of  all  the  confusions  of  this  year,  as  is  evtcfent  by 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Henry  Cromwell,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, now  before  me,  who  saw  farther  into  their  intrigues 
et  that  distance^  than  the  protector  who  was  upon  the  spot. 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  transcribe  some  passages  out  of 
them  to  my  present  purpose. 

Upon  the  surprising  news  of  Oliver's  death  he  writes  to 

his  brother,  September  18,  1658, *'  I  am  so  astonished 

at  the  news'of  my  dear  father's  sickness  and  death/  that- 1 

know  not  what  to  say  or  write  on  so  sad  and  grievous  an 

*  occasion  ;  but  the  happy  news  of  leaving  your  highness  his 

'  successor  gives  some  relief  not  only  on  account  of  the  pub- 

:  lie,  but  of  our  poor  family,  wliich  the  goodness  of  Grod  has 

preserved  from  the  contempt  of  our  enemies.     I  may  say 

without  vanity,  that,  your  highness  has  been  proclaimed 

here  with  as  great  joy,  and  general  satisfaction  (I  believe), 

as  in  the  best-affected  places  of  England;  and  I  make  no 

doubt  of  the  dtitifol  compliance  of  the  army.    Now,  that 

.the  God  of  your  late  father  and  mine^  and  your  highness's 

predecessor;  would  support  you,  and  pour  down  a  double 

-portion  of  the  same  spirit  that  was  so  emirieutly  in  him,  and 

would  enable  you  to  walk  in  his  steps,  and  do  worthily  for 

his  name  namesake  and  people,  and  continually  preserve 

you  in  so  doing,  is  the  prayer  of 

«  Youi-s,  &c.  H.  C." 

In  another  letter  of  the  same  date,  sent  by  an.  express 

messenger/ he  writes,  that  ^' he  had  caused  a. very  dutiful 

address  to  be  sent  to  the  army,  which  had  been  already 

'  signed  by  several  of  the  field-officers,  and  when  perfected, 

:shbuld  be  sent  to  him  as  a  witne$s  against  any  single  officer 

-that'sbduld. hereafter  warp  from  his  obedience;'  so  that  I 

may  and  do  assure,  ^^our  highness  of  the  active  subjection 

of  this  army  to  your  government,  and  will  answer  for  it  vrith 

roy  life,—" 

In  his  letter  of  October  20,  1658,  he  says,  *'If  the  ac- 
count be  true  which  I  have  received  of  the  state  of  affairs 
in  England,  I  confess  it  is  no. more  than  I  looked  for,  only 
I  had  some  hopes Jt  might  have  been  prevented  by  keeping 
all  officers  at  .their  respective  charges  ;  but'  as  things  now 
stand,  I  doubt  the  flood  is  so  strong  you  can  neither  stem 
it  noir  come  to  an  anchor,  but  must*  be  content  to  goikdrift 
and  expect  the  ebb.     I  thdught  thosia  whom  my  father  ha4 

VOL.  IV.  o 
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.ilEiised  from  nothings  would  not  ao  soon  ha^e  fbrgot  hiaiyAiid 
endeavour  to  destroy  his  family  before  he  is  in  his  grave. 
Why  do  I  say  I  thought,  when  I  know  ambition  and  affec- 
.  tion  of  empire  never  had  any  bounds.   I  ca«not  think  these 
.  men  will  ever  rest  till  they  are  in  the  saddle ;  and  we  have 
of  late  years  been  so  used  to  changesi  that  it  will  be  but  a 
.  nine  days'  wonder ;  and  yet  I  fear  there  is  no  remedy,  but 
.  what  must  be  used  gradually  and  pedetentun.    Sometimes 
I  think  of  a  parliament,  but  am  doubtful  whether  sober 
,  men  will  venture  to*embark  themselves  when  things  are  in 
so  high  a  distraction  ;  or  if  they  would,  whether  the  army 
can  be  restrained  from  forcing  elections. — I  am  almost 
;  afraid  to  come  over  to  your  highness^  lest  I  should  be  kqit 
there,  and  so  your  bighbese  lose  this  army,  which,  for  anght 
I  know^  ts  the  only  stay  you  have,  though  I  cannot bvt  ear- 
nestly desire  it.    I  also  think  it  dangerous  to  ivrite  freely 
to  you^  for  I  make  no  question  but  all  the  letters  will  he 
ropeaed  that  pass  between  us«  unless  they  come  by  a  trusty 
.  inessenger.     I  pray  God  help  you,  and  bless  your  councils. 

"  I  remain  yours,  &c.  H.  C" 
In  a  letter  of  the  same  date  to  his  brother-in-law  Fieet- 
woody  he  writes : 


"  Dear  Brother, 


^^  I  received  your  account  of  the  petition  of  the  officers; 
but  pray  give  me  leave  to  expostulate  with  you  ;  How  came 
these  two  or  three  hundred  officers  together?  If  theycime 
of  their  own  heads,  their  being  absent  from  their  charge 
withoiit.  licence  would  have  fiowa  in  their  frice  when  they 
petitioned  -for  a  due  observance  of  martial  discipline.  If 
they  were  called  together,  were  they  ncrt  also  taught  whett 
to  say  and  do  ?  If  they  were  called,  was  it  with  his  b%fa- 
ness's  privity  i  If  they  met  without  leave  an  so  great  a  imm- 
ber,  were  they  told  their  error  ?  I  shall  not  meddle  with 
the  matter  of  their  petition ;  but,  dear  brother^  I  must  iell 
yoUy  I  hear  that  dirt  was  thrown  lipon  his  late  highhesB  at 
^that  great  meeting :  that  they  were  exhorted  to  stand  up 
for  that  good  old  cause  which  had  long  lain  asleep:-^! 
thought  my  father  had  pursued  it  to  the  last.  He  died, 
praying  for  those  that  desired  to  trample  on  his  dust.  Ijet 
its  then  not  render  evil  for  good,  and  make  his  memory 
stink' before  he  is  imder  ground..  lieit  us  rememh^  bis  last 
legacy,  and  for  Ms  sake  render  his'  successor  con8ideFable> 
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nod  i>o^  make  bini  vile,  a  tbifig  of  nougbt,  and  fihy-weiti. 
Whither  do  these  things  tend?  What  a!  hurlyi'burly  is 
there  I  One  hundred  Independent  ministers  called  together ; 
jBL  tonncil,  ob  you  eall  it,  of  two  or  three  li««dred  ofBeertt  of 
H  jiidgmeAt.  Rewember  wbat  has  alirays  befallen  inspot- 
iog  spirits.  Will  oot  the  loins  of  an  imposiBg  Indepeodent 
^or  Anabiq^sty  be  as  heaftry  aa  the  loins  of  an  impoaing  pra>- 
late  or  presbytery  ?  And  is  it  a  dangerooe  ofimion,  that 
4kHnjfiiafi  is  fenndad  jdo  grace,  wh^n  it  is  bald  by  the  ehurck 
«f  B0a»e,  aod  a  sound  principle  when  it  is  held  by.  the  fifthr 
aaonarcby  aaan  i  Dear  brother,  let  us  not  fall  into  the  sinis 
<xf  other  men,  lest  we  partake  of  iheir  plagues.  Let  it  be 
ao  carried,  that  all  the  people  of  God,  thougb  under  diff<M»t]A 
fiMrpDs;  yae^  even  those  wkoin  you  count  without,  may  eii}oy 
ilmr  birthri^  and  ci?ii  liberty ;  and  that  no  one  pwty 
iaay  t^ead  upon  the  nedc  of  another.  It  does  not  become 
tbe  magistrate  to  descend  into  parties ;  but  <^n  the  things 
you  do  tend  to  this  eodr*  Can  these  tiungs  be  done,  and  the 
w«rldnot  think  his  highness  a  knave  or  a  fool,  or  oppressed 
witb  mutinous  spirits  ?  jDear  brother,  any  spirit  is  sorely 
oppressed  with  the  consideration  of  the  fliiseraUe  state  of 
the  Hinocent  pepple  of  these  nations:  what  have  tbase 
akeep  done  that  their  blood  shoald  be  the  price  of  our  lust 
imd  anbition  ?  Let  me  beg  you  to  remember,  how  his  late 
Ugbness  loved  yea  ;  bow  he  honoured  you  with  the  highest 
trust,  by  leaving  the  sword  in  your  hand,  wkieh  must  defend 
or  destroy  us.  And  hi^  declaring  his  faigbiiess  bis  successor, 
shews,  .that  he  left  it  there  to  preserve  him  aad  his  repiita* 
tioo^  OfanNtlMr!  -use  it  to  curb  oxtravagant  spirits,  and 
bnsy^bodles,  but  let  not  the  nations  be  governed  by  it.  Let 
«s  take  beied  of  arbitrary  power ;  let  ns  be  governed  by.the 
knowji  lawfl  of  the  la;nd ;  and  let  all  things  be  kept  in  their 
proper  channels ;  and  let  the  army  be  so  governed,  itfiat  tbe 
world  may  never  hear  of  them  unless  there  be  occasion  to  fight. 
And  truly,  brother,  you  must  paidon  me,  if  I  say  God  and 
man  may  require  this  duty  at  your  hand,  i^nd  lay  all  miscar^ 
riages  of  the  amy,  ta  poivt  of  discipline,  fit  your  door.  You 
see  Ideal  freely,  .and  plainly  with  you,  as  becomes ^ur 
^i^ijea.d,  and  a  good  subjept.  Aod  the  great  God,  jn  whose 
presenee  I  s^ak,  knows  that  I  do  it  not  to  reproacb  you, 
but  out  of  my  tender  ^ff^ction  and  faithfulness  to  you.  And 
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.you  may  rest  assured,  tbat  you  shall  akrays  find  me  your 
true  friend  and  loving  brother. 

«  H.  C." 

In  other  letters  to  lord  Broghil,  afterward  earl  of  Orrery, 
with  whom  he  maintained  an  intimate  correspondence;  '^.he 
complains  of  his  being  forbid  to  come  over  into  England; 
and  tbat  the  clause  in  his  new  commission  was  left  out; 
namely,  the  power  of  appointing  a  deputy,  or  juries,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  his  coming  over  to  England,  which  he  hopes 
his  highness  will  permit^  there  being  much  more  cause  to 
press  it  now  than  ever."  ^^  I  find  (says  he  in  a  letter  to  the 
protector)  that  my  enemies  have  sentenced  me  to  an  honour- 
able banishment;  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  crime  which 
might  deserve  it;  but  if  they  can  denounce  judgment  upon 
my  innocence^  they,  will  easily  be  able  to  make  me  criminal. 
They  have  already  begot  a  doubt  among  my. friends,  whe* 
ther  all  be  right ;  but  I  will  rather  submit  to  any  suflferings 
with  a. good  name,  than  be  the. greatest  man  upon  earth 
without  it."— rin  a  letter  to  secretary  Thurloe,  he  writes, 
f^  that  since  he  was  not  allowed  to  leave  Ireland,  he  could 
do  no  more  than  sit  still  and  look  on.  The  elections  for  par- 
liament are  like  to  be  good  here  (says  he),  though  I  could 
wish  the  writs  had  come  so  timely  that  the  members  might 
have  been  there  before  they  had  been  excluded  by  a  vote, 
which,  it  is  said,  will  be  the  first  thing  brought  upon  the 
stage. — "  From  these,  and  some  other  of  his  letters,  it  is 
natural  to  conclude,  that  lieutenant-general  Fleetwood  was 
at  the.  head  of. the, councils  which  deposed  Richard,  .which 
might  be  owing  either  to  his  republican  principles,  or  to  his 
disappointments  of  the  protectorship.  However,  when  he 
found  he  could  not  keep  the  army  within  bounds,  who  were 
for  new  changes,  he  retired. from  public  business,  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  privately  among  his  friends 
at  StokerNewington,  where  he  died  soon  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, being  more  remarkable  for  piety  and  devotion  than  for 
courage  and  deep  penetration  in  politics.* 

;To  return :— After  the  Riimp  parliament  had  sat  about  a 
week,  the  officers  petitioned, ''  1.  That  the  laws  might  have 

'  *  *'  He  thought  that  prayers  snperseded  the  use  of  oamal  weapons,  and  that  <  it 
was  safficientto  trast  in  the  hand  of  ProTidence  without  exerting  the  ann  of  flesh.' 
^e  woald  fall  on  his  knees  and  pray  when  he  heard  of  a  mntinj  among  the  soldiers ; 
an*d  was' with  thenitmOBtdiffioiiUy  roused  to  action  on  sereral  enibrgenoies,"  6nn- 
ger's  History  of  England,  vol.  3.  8?o.  p.  17»-^Ed, 
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their  free  course.  2.  That  all  public  debts  unsatisfied  migbt 
be  paid.  3.  That  ail  who  profess  faith  in  the  holy  Trinity, 
and  acknowledge  the. Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  revealed 
will  of  God,  may  have  protection  and  encouragement  in  the 
profession  of  their  religion,  while  they  give  no  disturbance 
to  the  state,,  except  Papists^  Prelatists,  and  persons  who 
teach  licentious  doctrines.  4.  That  the  two  universities 
and  all  schools  of  learning,  may  be  countenanced.  5.  That 
those  who  took  part  with  the  king  in  the  late  wars,  or  are 
notoriously  disaffected  to  the  parliament's  cause,  may  be  re- 
moved from  all  places  of  trust.  6.  That  the  protector's 
debts  be  paid,  and  an  allowance  of  10,000/.  ]^r  annum  be 
allowed  to  Richard  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  7.  That  there 
may.be  a  representative  of  the  people,  consisting  of  one 
house,  successively  chosen  by  the  people:  and  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  nation  may  be  placed  in  such  a  representa* 
tive  body,  with  a. select  senate  co-ordinate  in  power-  and 
that  the.  administration  of  all  executive  power  of .. govern- 
ment maybe  in  a  council  of  state,  consisting  of  a  convenient 
number,  of  persons  eminent  for  godliness,  and  who  are,  in 
principle,  for  the  present  cause." 

The  parliament  thanked  the  officers  for  their  petition 
but,  postponed  the  affair  relating  to  Richard,  till  he  should 
acquiesce  in  the  change  of  government.  The  protector, 
having  parted  with  the  parliament,  who  were  his  chief  sup- 
^  port,  had  not  the  resolution  to  strike  a  bold  stroke  for  three 
kingdoms,  but  tamely  submitted  to  resign  his  high  dignity,* 
by  a  writing  under  his  hand,  after  he  had  enjoyed  it  eight 

•  Richard  Cromwell  fafts  been  reproached  as  **  extremely  pusillanimoas/'  as  «*  a 
fool  and  a  sot,"  and  "  a  titmoas  prince/'  beoaase  he  yielded  to  the  times,  aod  relin- 
quished power  and  royalty.  "  Bat  in^the  name  of  common  sense  (says  Dr.  Harris 
with  Tirtnoos  animation),  what  was  there  weak  and  foolish  in  laying  down  a  bnrden 
too  heary  for  the  shoalders?  What  in  preferring  the  peace  and  wel&re  of  men  to 
blood  and .confasion,  the  necessa^  conseqaences  of  retaining  the  government?  'or 
what/ in  a  word,  in  resigning  the  power  to  snch  as,  by  experience,  had  been  foand 
fully  ^nal  to  it,.and  intent  on  promoting  the  common  welfare?  Ambition,  glory,  fame 
sound  well  in  the  ears  of  the  vulgar;  and  men,  excited  by  them,  hare  seldom' failed 
to  figure  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  :  but  the  man  who  can  direst  himself  of  empire  for 
the  sake  of  his  fellow-men,  must,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  be  entitled  to  a  much  hiffher 
renown,  than  fh«  purpled  hero  who  leads  them  on  to  slaughter,  though  protinces  or 
kingdoms  are  gained  to  him  thereby." 

Ambition,  cease :  the  idle  contest  end : 
"Hs  but  a  kingdom  thou  canst  win  or  lose. 
And  why  must  mnrder'd  myriads  lose  their  all 
(If  life  be  all) ;  why  desolation  lour  ^ 

With  famish'd  frown  on  this  affrighted  ball. 
That  tbou  ijiajst  flame  the  meteor  of  an  hour  ?— Ma  son. 
Hairis's  Life  of  Charlea  II.  ? ol.  U  p<  S44.— Ed, 
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months.  How  little  the  «oul  of  Oliver  sufYtved  in  fiis  ion 
Richard  itiay  bef  seen  by  this  conduct !  His  brotlber  Hetiry^ 
whd  waA  at  the  head  of  an  army  in  Ireland,  offered  to  come 
immediatel j^  to  his  ad^islance^  bnt  Was  forbid,  and  the  ttm<K 
rotis  young  gentleman  returned  to  a  private  life,  with  more 
seeming  satisfaction  than  he  had  accepted  the  sovereigklt}^ 
Upon  his  quitting  Whitehall,  and  the  Other  t&j^\  palaces, 
the  parliament  voted  him  a  maintenance,  but  refused  td 
eonc^tn  theniselves  With  his  fitther's  debts,*  the  payment 
whereof  swept  away  the  greatest  part  of  his  estate,  which 
was  fiif  ft^oni  being  large,  considering  the  high  preferments 
his  ikthei*  had  enjoyed  for  several  years.  This  wad  a  farther 
contempt  thrown-  upon  the  protector's  memoi^ ;  former  ob- 
ligiitiond  were  fbtgdtten,  and  a  new  council  of  state  h^itlg 
chosen,  the  nation  seenied  to  slide  peaceably  intcSr  &  Common- 
wealth government. 

The  Presbyterian^  wduld  have  been  content  with  ftichard^s 
government;  but  seeing  no  likelihood  of  restoring  the  co- 
venant, or  coming  into  power,  by  the  llump-parliament, 
which  Was  chiefly  made  up  of  enthusiasts,  and  declared  ene- 
mies to  monarchy^  they  entered  into  a  kind  of  confederacy 
with  the  royalists,  to  restore  the  king  and  the  old  constitu- 
tion. The  particulars  of  this  union  (says  Rapin)  are  not 
known,  because  the  historians  who  write  of  it,  being  all  roy- 
alists, h^Ve  ndt  thought  fit  to  do  so  much  honour  to  the 
Presbyterians.  !6ut  it  is  generally  agreed,  that  from  this 
time  the  Presbyti^rians  appeared  no  longer  among  the  king^s 
enemies,  but  very  much  promoted  his  restoration.  tJpdn 
the  foundation  of  this  union,  an  insurrection  was  formed  in 
several  parts  of  the  country,  which  was  discovered  by  sir 
Richard  Willis,  a  correspondent  of  secretary  Tfaurloe's,  so^ 
tliat  sir  George  Booth,  a  Presbyterian,  had  an  opporttinity 
of  appearing  about  Chester,  at  the  head  of  five  or  six  hun- 
dred men,  dedilring  for  a  free  parliament,  without  mention- 

*  The  parliament  inslitated,  however,  an  iaqairj  into  the  debts  jof  l^icbwd  Cromo 
well,  and  a  schedale  of  them  was  given  in ;  by  wbioh  it«pp«»ared,  that  Riohftrd,  ew9n 
after  having  fedaced  bis  father's  debts  from  28,000/^  to  ^3,5501.  owed  S9,G4(M.  It 
was  resolved  to  acquit  Richard  Cromwell  from  this  debt,  and  toprevide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  it  by  the  sale  of  the  plate,  hangings,  goods,  and  fqroitore,  in  Whitehall  and 
Hampton-conrt,  belonging  lo  the  state,  which  .cdold  be  conrenieiitljr  spared.  It  was 
also  resolTed  to  settle  on  him  an  annaity  of  8,7001,  so  aft  to  liiake  to  him  with  his  own 
fortnne  a  yearly  income  of  10,000/.  But,  through  thd  changes  that  followed,  Richard 
Cromwell  derived  no  benefit  from,  these  resolutions^  Grey*«  Examination,  vol.  3. 
p.  241 .     Dr.  Harris's  Life  of  Charles  U.  v»l.  1 .  p.  «08,  ^d.-^Bo,/ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE     PURITANS.  199 

ing  Ike  kiog ;  bat  he  and  sir  Tbomas  Middleton,  wlio  joined 
him,  were  defeated >y  Lambert,  and  made  prisoners.^  The 
king  and  duke  of  York  came  to  Calais,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
embark  in  case  it  succeeded^  but  upon  the  news  of  its  mis- 
carriage they  retired,  and  his  majesty,  in  despair,  determined 
to  rely  upon  the  Roman-Catbolic  powers  for  the  future*  Se- 
veral of  the  Presbyterian  o^inisters  appeared  in  this  insur- 
rection, as  the  reverend  Mr.  Newcombe  of  Manchester,,  Mr. 
Eaton  of  Walton,  and  Mr.  Finch  chaplain  to  sir  George 
Booth,  all  afterward  ejected  by  the  act  of  uniformity. 

The  parliament,  to  secure  the  republican  government, 
first  appointed  an  oath  of  abjuration,  whereby  they  renoun- 
ced allegiance  to  Charles  Stuart,  and  the  whole  race  of  kin^ 
James,  and  promised  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth,  without 
a  single  person  or  the  house  of  peers*  They  then  attempted 
the  reduction  of  the  army,  which  had' set  them  up,  depend- 
ing upon  the  assurances  general  Monk  had  given  them  from 
Scotland,  of  his  army's  entire  siibmission  to  their  orders ; 
but  the  English  officers,  instead  of  subnii^ting,  stood  in 
t}ieir  own  defence,  and  presented  another  petition  to  the 
house,  desiring  their  former  address  from  Wallingfbrd- 
house  might  not  lie  asleep,  but  that  Fleetwood,  whom  they 
had  chosen  for  their  general,  might  be  confirmed  in  his  high 
station.  The  house  demurred  upon  the  petition,  and  seeing 
there  was  like  to  be  a  new  contest  for  dominion,  endeavour- 
ed to  divide  the  officers,  by  cashiering  some,  and  paying 
others  their  arrears.  Upon  this  the  officers  presented  a 
tliird  petition  to  the  same  purpose;  but  the  parliament^ 
being  out  of  all  patience,  told  them  their  complaints  were 
without  just  grounds,  and  cashiered  nine  of  their  chiefs^ 
among  whom  were  lieutenant-general  Fleetwood,  Lambert^ 
Desborough,  Berry,  Kelsey,  Cobbet,  and  othercf  of  the  first 
rank :  by  means  whereof  things  were  brought  to  this  crisis,^ 
that  the  army  must  submit  to  the  parliament,  or  instantly 
dissolve  them.  The  discarded  officers  resolved  on  the  lat- 
ter, for  which  purpose,  October  13,  Lambert  with  his  forces' 
secured  all  the  avenues  to  the  parliament-house,  and  as  the 
speaker  passed  by  Whitehall  he  rode  up  to  his  coach,  and 
having  told  him  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  at  Westmin- 
ster, commanded  major  Creed  to  conduct  him  back  to  his 

*  The  parliament  so  rnooh  resented  this  iDsnrreotioD,  that  thejr  disfraiiobised  tho 
•ity  of  Chester.    Dr.  Girey's  Examination,  vol.  S.  p.  «42.~Ed. 
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house.  At  the  same  time  all  the  members  were  stopped, to 
their  passage,  and  prevented  from  taking  their  seats  in  parlia* 
ment ;  Fleetwood  having  placed  a  strong  guard  at  the  door, 
of  the  parliament- house  for  that  purpose.  Thus  the  remains 
of  the  long-parliament,  after  they  had  sat  five  months  and 
six  days,  having.no  army  to  support  them,  were  turned  out 
of  their  house  a  second  time,  by  a  company  of  headstrong 
officers,  who  knew  how  to  pull  down,  but  could  not  agree, 
upon  any  form  of  government  to  set  up  in  its  place. 

There  being  now  a  perfect  anarchy,  the  officers,  who 
were  masters  of  the  nation,  first  appointed  a  council  of  (ten 
of  their  own  body  to  take  care  of  the  public,  and  having  re- 
stored their  general  officers,  they  concluded  upon  a  select 
number  of  men  to  assume  the  administration,  under  the  title, 
of  a  Committee  of  Safety,  which  consisted  of  twenty-three, 
persons^  who  had  the  same  authority  and  power  tbat.the 
late  council  of  state  had,  to  manage  all  public  affairs,  till 
they  could  agree  upon  a  new  settlement.  The  people  of 
England  were  highly  disgusted  with  these  changes,  but  th^e 
was  no  parliament  or  king  to  fly  to;  many  of  the  gentry 
therefore  from  several  parts  sent  letters  to  general  Monk 
in  Scotland,  inviting  him  to  march  his  army  into  England 
to  obtain  a  free  parliament,  and  promising  him  all  neces- 
sary assistance. 

The  committee  of  safety,  being  aware  of  this,  attempted 
an  accommodation  with  Monk  by  Clarges  his  brother-in-law, 
but.  without  success  ;  for  they  had  not  sat  above  a  fortnight 
before  they  received  letters  from  Scotland  fullof  reproaches- 
for  their  late  violation  of  faith  to  the  parliament,  and  of  the. 
general's  resolution  to  march  his  army  into  England  to  re* 
store  them.  Upon  this  Lambert  was  sent  immediately  to 
the  frontiers,  who,  quartering  his  soldiers  about  Newcastle, 
put  a  stop  to  Monk's  march  for  about  a  month.  In  the  meai^- 
time,  the  general,  in  order  to  gain  time^  sent. commissioners, 
to  Londpn,  to  come  to  terms  with  the  committee  of  safety,; 
who  were  so  supple,  that  a  treaty  was  concluded  November. 
15,  but  when  it  was  brought  to  Monk  he  pretended  his  com- 
missioners had  exceeded  their  instructions,  and  refused  to 
ratify  it.  .  The  council  of  state,  therefore,  which  sat  before 
the  Rump-parliament  was  interrupted,  taking  advantage  of 
this,  resolved  to  gain  over  Monk  to  their  party^  and  being 
assembled  privately,  sent  him  a  commission,  constituting 
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bim  general  of  the  armies  ot  England,  Seotland,  and  Ire<^ 
land,  which,  was  the  very  thing  he  desired. 

At  this  juncture  died  Serjeant  Bradshaw,  who  sat  as  judge 
and  pronounced  sentence  of  death  on.  king  Charles  at  his 
trial:  he  died  with  a  firm  belief  of  the  justice  of  putting  his 
majesty  to  death  in  the  manner  it  was  done,  and  said  that  if 
it  ii^ere  to  do  again,  he  would  be  the  first  man  that  should 
do  it:  he  was  buried  in  a  very  pompous  manner  in  West- 
minster-abbey, being  attended  by  most,  of  the  members  of 
the  long-parliament,  and  other  gentlemen,  of  quality.  No- 
vember  28,  1659,  but  his  body  was  not  suffered  to  rest  long 
in  its  grave. 

The  general  haying  secured  Scotland,  and  put  garrisons 
into  the  fortified  places,  marched  to  :the  borders  with  no 
more  than  five  thousand  men ;  but  while  Lambert  was  en- 
ca^nped  about  Newcastle  to  oppose  his  progress,  it  appear- 
ed.tbat  the  nation  was  sick  of  the  frenzies  of  the  oificersyr 
and  willing  to  prefer  any  government  to  the  present  anar- 
chy ;  Portsmouth,  and  part  of  the  fleet  revolted,  and  declared 
for  a  free  parliament,  as  did  several  detachments  of  the  army; 
upon  which  Lambert  retired  towards  London,  and  made' 
way  for  Monk's  entering  England.  The  committees  of  safety, 
seeing  all  things  in  confusion,  and  not  knowing  whom  to 
trust,  resigned  their  authority,  and  restored. the  parliamgpt, 
which  met  againDecember  26,  and  would  now  have  been  glad 
to  haye  had  Monk  back  again  in  Scotland :  for  this  purpose 
th^y  sent  letters  to  acquaint  him  with  their  restoration,  and 
that  now  he  might  return  to  his  government  in  Scotland : 
but  the  general,  having  entered  England  January  2,  conti- 
nued bis  march  towards  London,  designing  a  new  as  well 
as  a  free  parliament.  When  he  cagiejto  York,  lord  Fairfax 
received  him  into  that  city,  and  declared  for  a  new  and  free 
parliament;  as  did  the  London  apprentices,  and  great  num- 
bers of  all  ranks  and  orders  of  nien  both  in  city  and  country. 
The. Rump,  being  suspicious  that  Monk  had  some  farther 
design,  either  of  establishing  himself  after  the  example  of 
Cromwell,  or  of  restoring  the  king,  obliged  him  to  take  the 
oath  Qf  abjuration  of  Charles  Stuart,  already  mentioned, 
and  to  swear,  that  by  the  grace  and  assistance  of  Almighty 
God,  he  would  be  true,  .faithful,  and  constant,  to  the  parlia- 
ment and  commonwealth ;  and  that  he  would  oppose  the^ 
bringing  in  o^  setting  up  any  single  person  or  house  of  lords 
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IB  Ihfa  ooipmohwaaltb.  They  also  sent  Mv.  Seat  and  ilobiii* 
son  to  be  spies  upon  bis  cosAiicts  wbo  came  to  bim  at 
X^eieester,  where  be  received  addressee  from  diyers  parts, 
to  restore  the  secluded  Presbyterian  members  of  1648^ 
which  was  the  £rst  step  towards  the  kioi^'s  restoration; 
TbttS  a  few  giddy  politicians  at  the  bead  ef  an  army^  tbroiigb 
ambitioni  enry,  Inst  of  power,  or  because  they  knew  not 
what  to  carve  out  for  themselves,  threw  the  whole  kingdom 
back  iilto  confusion,  and  made  way  inr  thai  restoration  they 
were  most  afraid  of,  and  which,  witbeut  their  own  qoarrels^ 
and  insulting  every  form  of  government  that  had  been  set 
up>  could  not  have  been  accomplished. 

When  the  general  came  to  St.  Alban's,  be  sent  a  message 
to  desire  the  parliament  to  remove  the  regiments  quartered 
in  the  city  to  some  distance,  which  they  weakly  complied 
witb^  and  made  way  for  Monk's  entrance  with  bis  fin^ces  in 
a  sort  of  triumph,  February  3^  1659 — 60.  Being  conducted 
to  the  parliament-house,  the  speaker  gave  him  thanks  fov 
Us  great  and  many  services;  and  the  general  having  ce« 
turned  the  compliment^  acquainted  the  house,  ^*  that  several 
applications  had  been  made  to  bim  in  his  march  from  Scot^ 
land,  far  a  full  and  free  parliament ;  for  the  admission  of  the 
secluded  members  in  1648,  without  any  previous  oath  or  en« 
gagement)  and  that  the  present  parliament  would  determine 
their  sitting.  To  all  which  he  had  replied,  that  they  were 
BOW  a  free  parliament,  and  had  voted  to  €11  up  their  bouse 
in  order  to  their  being  a  full  parliament ;  but  to  restore  the 
secluded  members  without  a  previous  oath  to  the  present 
government,  is  what  had  never  been  done  in  Ilngland ;  but 
be  took  the  liberty  to  add,  that  he  was  of  (^nion,  that  the 
fewer  baths  the  better,  provided  they  took  care  that  neither 
ibe  cavaliers  nor  fanatics  should  have  any  share  in  the  ad-» 
ministration." 

The  Citizens  of  London  being  Presbyterians  fell  in  with 
Monk,  in  hopes  of  a  better  establishment,  and  came  to  a  bold 
Resolution  in  common-council  February  17,  to  pay  no  more 
taxes  till  the  parliament  was  filled  up.  Upon  this  the  house, 
to  shew  their  resentibents,  ordered  the  general  to  march 
into  the  city ;  to  seiae  eleven  of  the  most  active  common- 
coiincilmen,  and  to  poll  down  their  gates,  chains^  and  port* 
aullisses.  This  was  bidding  them  defiance,  at  a  time  when^ 
they  ought  to  have  courted  their  friefidship.   Monk,.htiyio^ 
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arr^ftted  Ibe  €oniaioii*cottiiG3iiieii)  prayed  tbe  parliament  to 
■nspend  the  exeeution  of  the  remaining  part,  but  they  in* 
sisting  upon  bis  compliance,  he  obeyed*  The  citizens  were 
enraged  at  this  act  of  violence ;  and  Monk's  friends  told 
him^  that  his  embroiling  himself  with  the  city  in  this  manner 
would  inevitably  be  his  ruin,  for  without  their  assistance  he 
coald  neither  support  himself  nor  obtain  another  parlia«- 
ment ;  people  being  now  generally  of  opinion  with  Oliver 
Cromwell>  that  the  Ramp-parliament  was  designed  to-  be 
perpetaaly  and  their  government  as  arbitrary  as  the  most 
despotic  king.  Monk  therefore,  convinced  of  his  mistake, 
f Solved  to  reconcile  himself  to  the  magistracy  of  the  city, 
in  order  to  which,  he  sent  his  brother  Clarges  to  assure 
them  of  his  concern  for  what  he  had  done ;  and  having  sum* 
moned  a  council  of  officers  in  the  nighty  he  sent  a  letter  to 
the  parliament,  insisting  upon  their  issuing  out  writs  to  fill 
up  their  house,  and  when  filled,  to  rise  at  ah  appointed  time, 
and  give  way  to  a  full  and  free  parliament. .  Upon  reading 
this  letter  the  house  voted  him  thanks,  and  sent  to  acquaint 
bim,  that  they  were  taking  measures  to  satisfy  his  request ; 
bat  the  general,  not  willing  to  trust  himself  in  their  hands, 
broke  up  from  Whitehall,  and  having  been  invited  by  the. 
lord*mayor  of  London,  and  the  chief  Presbyterian  minis*- 
ters,  marched  his  whole  army  into  the  city ;  and  a  commons 
council  being  called,  he  excused  his  late  conduct,  and  mc^ 
quainted  them  with  the  letter  he  had  sent  to  the  house,  as^ 
suring  them,  that  he  would  now  stand  by  them  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power.  This  appeased  the  angry  citizens,  and  causM 
them  to  treat  him  as  their  friend,  notwithstanding  what  had 
happened  the  day  before.  When  the  news  of  this  recoacili^ 
ation  was  spread  through  the  town,  the  parliament  were 
struck  with  surprise;  but  there  was  a  perfect  triumpb 
among  the  people,  the  bells  tung,  bonfires  Were  made,,  and 
numbers  of  rumps  thrown  into  them,  in  contetnpt  td  the 
parliament. 

The  general,  being  now  supported  by  the  citizens,  pro« 
ceeded  to  restore  the  secluded  members  of  1648,  who  were 
of  the  Presbyterian  party  ;♦  for  this  purpose  he  appointed 
a  conference  between  them  and  some  of  the  sitting  mem- 
bers, which  miscarried,  because  the  sitting  members  could 

*  Dr.  Grey  has  g'lTeo  a  list  of  thosa  secluded  members.  Examinaiioo,  vol.  3. 
p.  250.— Ed. 
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not  undertake  that  the  parliament  would  stand  to  their 
agreement.    Upon  which  Monk  resolved  to  restore  them 
immediately  by  force^  lest  the  parliament  aod  their  army 
should  come  to  an  accommodation,  and  dislodge  him  from 
the  city.   Accordingly  he  summoned  the  secluded  members 
to  Whitehall,  February  84r,  and  having  acquainted  them 
with  his  design,  exhorted  them  to  take  care  of.  the  true 
interest  of  the  nation,  and  told  them  *'  that  the  citizens  of 
Ix>ndon  were  for  a  commonwealth,  the  old  foundations  of 
monarchy  being  so  broken  that  it  could  not  be  restored  but 
upon  the  ruins  of  the  people,  who  had  engaged  for  the  par^ 
liament ;  for  if  the  king  should  return  (says  he)  he  will 
govern  by  arbitrary  will  and  power.    Besides^  if  the  go- 
vernment of  the  state  be  monarchical,  the  church  must  fpl* 
low,  and  prelacy  be  brought  in,  which  I  know  the  nation 
cannot  bear,  and  have  sworn  against ;  and  therefore  a  mo- 
derate^  not  a  rigid  Presbyterian  government,  with  .liberty 
of  conscience,  will  be  the  most  acceptable  way  to  the  church's 
settlement."*    He  then  obliged  them  to  subscribe  the  fol- 
lowing articles:  ^^  1.  To  settle  the  armies  so  as  to  preserve 
the  peace.    3.  To  provide  for  their  support,  and  pay  their, 
arrears.    3.  To  constitute  a  council  of  state  for  Scotland 
and  Ireland.  And,  4.  To  call  a  new  parliametit  and  dissolve 
the  present."  And  so  dismissed  them  with  a  strong  party  of 
guards  to  see  them  take  their  places  in  the  house.     Thisi 
speech  was  very  different  from  what  is  pretended  the  gene- 
ral had  in  view,  and  seems  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  some, 
of  the  moderate  Presbyterians,  with  whom  he  Jkept  a  close, 
correspondence.    And  though  he  did  not  turn  the  members- 
out  of  the  house  as  Cromwell  did,  yet  his  discharging  the. 
parliament-guards,  and  placing  a  strong  body  of  his  own 
horse  at  the  door,  without  leave  of  the  parliament,  gave 
them  sufficiently  to  understand,  what  would  be  the  conse-. 
quence  of  their  making  opposition. 

The  house  thus  enlarged  became  entirely  Presbyterian. 
They  ratified  the  vote  of  December  1648,  viz.  that  the 
king's  concessions  at  the  Isle  of  Wight  were  a  sufficients 
ground  for  peace. — They  annulled  the  engagement  of  1649. 
— They,  put  the  militia  into  new  hands>  with  this  limitation, 
that  none  should  be  employed  in  that  trust  but  who  would 
first  declare  under  their  hands,  that  they  believed  the  war 

*  Kennel's  Chron.  p.  6$,  64. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    PURITANS.  205 

braised  by  both  houses  of  pagAiament  against  the  king  was 
just  and  lawful,  till  such  time  as  force  and  violence  were 
used  upon  the  parliament  in  164fi.— Th^y  repealed  the  oath 
of  abjuration  of  Charles  Stuart. — They  appointed  a  new 

council  of  state^  and  declared  for  a  free  commonwealth for 

a  learned  and  pious  ministry — for  the  continuance  of  tithes/ 
and  for  the  augmentation  of  smaller  livings  by  the  tenths 
and  fiTst-fruits.-^They  ri«olved  to  encourage  the  two  uni- 
versities^  and  all  other  schools  of  learning. — And,  to  con- 
tent the  Independents,  they  voted^  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  a  due  liberty  of  conscience  in  matters  of  religion 
according  to  the  word  of  God. 

Thus  all  things  seemed  to  return  to  the  condition  they 
were  in  at  the  treaty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  Presbyte- 
rians  being  now  again  in  the  saddle,  a  day  of  thanksgiving 
was  kept;  after  which  the  city-ministers  petitioned  for  the 
redress  of  sundry  grievances ;  as,  I.  "  That  a  more  effectual 
course  be  taken  against  the  Papists.  2.  That  the  Qua- 
kers be  prohibited  opening  their  shops  on  the  sabbath-day. 
3.  That  the  public  ministers  may  not  be  disturbed  in  their 
public  services.".  They  requested  the  house  to  establish  the 
assembly's  Confession  of  Faith,Directory,  and  Catechisms ;  to 
appoint  persons  for  approbation  of  ministers,  till  the  next 
parliament  should  tajce  farther  order;  and  to  call  another 
assembly  of  divines,  to  be  chosen  by  the  ministers  of  the 
several  counties,  to  heal  the  divisions  of  the  nation.*^ 

In  answer  to  these  requests,  the  house  agreed  to  a  bill 
March  2,  for  approbation  of  public  ministers,  according  to 
the  Directory,  and  named  Mr.  Manton,and  several  others  of 
the  Presbyterian  persuasion^  for  that  service;  which  passed 
;  into  an  act  March  M*  They  declared  for  the  assembly's  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  exceptthe  thirtieth  and  thirty-first  chapters 
^of  discipline,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  act 
declaring  it  to  be  the  public  confession  of  faith  of  the  church 
•  of  England.     The  act  passed  the  house  March  5,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed ;  Dr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Manton/  and  Mr. 
Calamy,  to  have  the  care  of  the  press.  •  On  the  same  day 
they  ordered  the  solemn  league  and  covenant  to  be  reprint- 
ed, and  set  up  in  every  church  in  England^  and  read  pub- 
Jicly  by  the  minister  once  every  year. 

Thus  presbytery  was  restored  to  all  the  power  it  had  ever 

*  Rennet's  Chron.  p.  5«.  75. 
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MJoy«d ;  aiid  ike  ministers  of  that  pemuasuHi  were  in  fiiU 
poBseasion  of  all  the  livings  in  England.  A  reform  was 
made  in  the  militia ;  and  Jbe  chief  places  of  profit,  trust, 
and  koBoar,  wene  put  into  tbeir  handt.  The  army  was  in 
^disgrace;  the  Independents  deprired  of  all  their  infltteiiee, 
and  all  ihiags  managed  by  the  Presbyterians,  supported  by 
Monk's  forces.  After  this  the  long-parliament  paased  an  act 
for  f^eir  own  dissakitioii,  and  lor  calling  a  new  parliament 
to  meet  April  S5, 1660,  the  candidates  for  which  were  to.de- 
^lai^  under  their  baads,  tliat  the  war  agaiast  the  late  jdag 
was  just  and  lawful;*  and  all  who  bad  assisted  in  any  asar 
against  the  parliament  since  January  1, 1641,  they  and  their 
sons  were  made  incapable  of  being. eleeted#  unless  they. had 
since  manifested  their  good  affection  to  the  parlianient.t 
They  tbes  appotated  a  new  counail  of  state,  consisting  of 
thirty-one  persons,  to  take  care  of  the  govemmetit;  and 
dissolved  themselTes  March  16,  after  they  had  sat,  with 
sundry  intermissions,  oineteen  years,  four  mojptfas,  and 
tbirtemi  days. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  dawn  of  the  Restoration,  of 
.  which  general  Mfmk  has  bad  the  reputation  of  being  the 
ohief  Instrument*  This  genHeman  was  son  of  sir  Tbsmas 
jMook,  of  Potberidge  in  DevioDshnre,  and  sensed  the  king* in 
ihb  wars  for  some  years^  but  being  taken  prisoner  be  changed 
sides,  and  acted  for  the  parliameot.  He  afterward  served 
Oliver  Cromiivell,  and  was  by  him  left  .€Dmmander4gipcfaief 
cS  the  forces  in  Scotland,  fnem  whence  be  now  uardied 
into  England  to  restore  the  parliament  Lord  Clarendon 
and  Ecliard  say^  ^^  he  was  of  a  reserved  natane,  of  deep 
thoughts,  and  ^  few  words ;  and  what  he  wanted  in  £ne 
elomition  he  had  in  .sound  judgment  That  he  had  a  iiatural 
secrecy  in  him»  prevalent  upon  all  bis  qualifioatioss  of  a 
soldier ;  a  strong  body,  a  mind  not  easily  disordered,  an  in- 
vincible courage,  and  a  sedate  and  ttnifom  oontempt  of 
deaths  without  any  frenzy  of  fanaticism  or  superstition  to 
tarn  his  head."  This  is  the  language  of  .flattery.  Others 
have  set  him  forth  in  a  very  different  light ;  they  adinit,  that 
he  was  bold  and  enterprising,  but  had  nothing  of  the  gen- 

*  This  was  the  recjviritioii  pat  tQ  «ii«)iiis  iQUfbtm^oniiqwion.'iivtfae  tnifvrAUitr 
tlian  to  candidates  for  a  seat  in  parliament :  though  Kennet,  in  his  inargain*  applies 
it  to  the  elig:ibility  of  members,  fie  says  nothing  of  the  caildidHtes  beings oliUged  to 
sign  the  declaration.  So  thajl  Mo  Meal  if  ,9Vt  qpite  aocmwte  tn  bit  vtftlenwnjt  tf  this 
matter. — Ed. 

t  Ketinet's  Ciiron.  p.  85. 
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tbinaii,  nor  bftd  any  depth  oCcoDttiTttAce ;  that  he  was  per- 
petmlly  weivering,  aad  betrayed  all  vfhom  he  served  bat 
CnynwelL  Ludlow  says,  be  wa#a  man  of  covetous  temper, 
and  of  no  principles ;  of  a  vicious  life  and  scandaloos  con- 
Tersation.  Fatj^er  Orleans  says,  that  he  was  a  man  of  slow 
understaiiding.  And  Whitelocke  reports^  that  the  French 
ambassador  said,  he  had  neither  sense  nor  breedingib  The 
trii€h  IS)  he  had  a  cloudy  head,  and  in  no  action  of  his  life 
idiscovered  a  quick  or  fine  grahis.  In  the  latter  part  of  life 
he  was  sordidly  covetous,  and  sunk  into  mo^  of  the  vices 
of  the  times.  No  man  ever  went  beyond  Ittm  i«  dissinlnla- 
tion  and  fiikehood,  as  appears  is  this  very  affair  of  the 
king's  restoration.  He  took  the  iAjaratton*oaAh  onee  under 
Oliver;  and  again  this  rery  year^  whereby  he  renonnced 
the  "title  of  €faarks  Stuart,  and  swore  to  be  trne  to  tlie 
commonweakh,  without  a  single  person  or  house  of  lords.* 
And  yat  in  his  first  message  to  the  king  by  sir  John  £h*eii- 
viHe,  he  assures  his  majetty^  that  his  heart  had  been  ever 
fiuAfnl  to  him,  though  he  had  not  been  is  a  condition  to 
serve  him  till  now.t  When  he  came  wU9i  his^army  to  Lon- 
don^ he  assured  the  Rump^parliavent  of  his  cheerM  ohtdA- 
ence  to  all  their  commands,  wad  desired  thew  to  be  ^very 
careful  that  the  cavalier  party  anght  hav«r  no  share  in  Ae 
civil  or  military  power.  When  he  restored  the  sedudsi 
m^nbers,  he  promised  the  parliament  to  take  effectual  care 
that  tfcey  should  do  no  hurt.  When  the  cmnmonwealth's 
men  expressed  their  fears,  and  asked  the  general  whether 
he  would  join  with  them  against  the  king,  he  replied,  *'  I 
have  often  declared  my  resolution  so  to  do ;''  and  taking  sir 
Arthur  Haslerigge  by  the  hand,  he  said,  ^'I  do  here  protest 
to  you,  in  the  presence  of  all  these  gentlemen,  diat  I  will 
oppose  to  the  utmost,  the  setting  up  of  Chaiies  Stuart,  a 
single  person,  or  a  house  of  peeiis.^  He  then  expostuiated 
with  them  about  their  suspicions ; ''  What  is  it  I  have  done 
ifu  bringing  these  members  into  the  house?  (says  he.)  Are  they 
ne^t  the  same  that  brought  the  king  to  the  Mock,  though 
others  cut  off  his  head,  and  that  justly  ?"  And  yet  this  very 
mlin,  within  six  months,  condemned  these  persons  to  Ao 
^l^ows.  Nay  farther,  the  general  sewt  let^rs  to  all  the 
l^giments,  as^ring  them  thtft  the  government  srbould 
tontiihie-  a  commonwealth,  that  they  had  no  purpose  to 

•  Welw»od*s  Mem.  p.  117,  ke.  History  of  Ihe  KtoartSf  p.  459. 
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•  return  to  their  old  bondage,  that  is,  monarchy ;  and  if  any 
:  made  disturbances  in  favour  of  Charles  Stoart,  he  desired 
.  they  might  be  secured.    iBo  that  if  this  gentlenian  was  in 
the  secret  of  restoring  the  king  from  his  entrance  into  Eng- 
landy  or  his  first  coming  to  Liondon,  I  may  challenge  all 
history  to  produce  a  scene  of  hypocrisy  and  dissimulation 
equal  io  his  conduct.    Dn  Wei  wood  adds,*  that  he  acted 
the  part  of  a  politician  much  better  than  that  of  a  Christian ; 
and  carried  on  the  thread. of  dissimulation. with  wonderful 
.dexterity.  Bishop  Burnet  differs  .from  the  doctor^  aild  says, 
that  '^  thMgh  he  had  both  the  praise  and  the  reward/  yet 
a  rery  small  share  of  the  i^stdration  belonged  to  him. — 
The  tide  ran  so  strong  that  the  general. only  went  into  it 
dexterously  enough  to  get  much  fame  and  great  rewards. — 
If  he  had  died  sooto  after,  he  might  have  been  nmre'j4B8tlyiid- 
mired ;  but  he  lived  long  enough  to  make  it  known  how  false  a 
judgment  men  are  apt  to  make  jupon  outward  appearance.''f 
But  before  we  relate  the  particulars  of  the-Restoratidn, 
it  will  be  proper  to  consider  the  abject  state  of  the  -church 
^f  England,  and  the  religion  of  the  young'kihg.  :  If  Crom- 
well had  lived  ten  or  twelve  years  longer,  episcopacy  might 
have  been  lost  beyond  recovery,  for  by  that  time  the  whole 
bench  of  bishops  would  have  been  dead,  ^  and  there  would 
bave  been  none  to  consecrate  or  ordain  for  the  future,  unless 
they  could  have  obtained  a  hew  conveyance  from  the  church 
of  Rome,  or  admitted  the.  validity  of  Preaby terian  .c^iaa- 
tion.  This  was  the  case  in  view,  which  induced  some. of  the 
ancient  bishops  to  petition  the  king  to  fill  up  the  vacant  eees 
with  all. expedition,  in  which  they  were  supported  by  sfa* 
Edward  Hyde,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  prevailed 
with  his  majesty  to  nominate  certain  clergymen  fbr:  those 
high  prefermients,  and  sent  over  a  list  of  the  names  ta  Dr. 
Barwick,  to  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  bi&hops  of  Lon- 
don,. Ely,  Sarum,  and  others  who  were  to  be  concerned  in 
the  consecration.     It  was  necessary  to  carry  on  this  design 
with  a  great  deal  of  secrecy,  lest  the.  governing  powers 
should  secure  the  bishops,  and  by  that  means  put  a  stpp  to 
the  work.     It  was  no  less  difficult  to  provide  personp  of 
learning  and  character  who  would  accept  the  charge,  when 
it  would  expose  tliem  to  sufferings,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
laws  in  being,  and.  when. there  wds  no  prospect,  of  restoring 

*  MMnoirt,  p.  117.  120.  t  BDrn«rt  Ilistorj,  voh  t.  p.  196*  tSmo, 
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the  cburch.  But  the  greatest  difficulty  of  all  w{m,  how  to 
do  it  in  a  canonical  manner,  when  the^e  were  no  delins  and 
chapters  to  elect,  and  consequeiHly  no  persons  to  receive  a 
conge  d^tlire,  according  to  ancient  custom. 

Several  expedients  were  proposed  for  removing  thi«  dif- 
ficulty. Sir  Edward  Hyde  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
ceeding should  be  by  a  mandate  from  the  king  to  any  three 
or  four  bishops^  by  way  x>f  collation,  upon  the  lapse,  for  the 
dean  aiid  chapters'  nonelection.  But  it  was  objected^  that 
the  supposal  of  a  lapse  would  impair  the  king^s  prerogative 
more  than  the  collation  would  advance  it^  bemuse  it  would 
presuppose  a  power  of  election  pleno  jure  in  the  deans  and 
chapters,  which  they  have  only  defacultate  regia;not  could 
they  petition  for  such  a  licence,  because  most  of  the  deans 
were  dead,  some  chapters  extinguished,  tind  all  of  thefll  so 
disturbed,  that  they  «ould  not  meet  in  the  chapter-house, 
where  such  acts  regularly  are  to  be  performed. 

Dr.  Barwick,'"'  who  was  in  England,  and  corresponded 
with  the  chancellor,  proposed  that  his  majesty  should  grant 
his  commission  to  the  bishops  of  each  province  respectively, 
assembled  in  provincial  council,  or  otherwise,  as  should  be 
most  convenient,  to  elect  and  consecrate  fit  persons  for  the 
vacantsees,  with  such  dispensative  clauses  as  should  be  found 

*  Tbe  Dr.  Barwick  to  whom  Mr.  Ned  refers  was  a  singolar  and  emfaent  character 
At  thia  period  ;  an  active  and  zealous  adherent  to  the  kinj^  Cbarles  I.  and  II.  He 
managed  with  great  address  and  dexteritj  the  oorrespojidence  of  the  first  with  the 
eitj  of  LoodoD,  when  be  was  at  Oxford.  He  corresponded  with  the  seoood  while 
be  was  abroad :  and  was  sent  bj  the  bishops,  as  will  afterward  appear,  with  their 
iBstrnetions  to  him  at  Breda,  where  he  preached  before  him,  and  was  made  one  of 
his  chaplains.  He  had  the  chief  band  in  the  Qaerela  Cantabrigiensis,  and  wrote 
ag^nst  the  ootenant.  It  was  much  owing  to  his  inflaence,  that  the  Cambridge  plate 
w«*  presented  to  the  king:  and  he  is  said  to  have  fomished  lord  Clarendon  with  a 
great  part  of  the  materials  for  his  history.  He  was  so  dexterous  in  alj  hjs  commonioa- 
tions,  as  to  elude  the  Tigilanoe  of  Thorloel  He  was  bom  April  90, 1612,  at  Wether- 
slack  in  Westmoreland,  and  received  his  classical  learning  at  Sedberg-school  in  York- 
shire, where  he  distinguished  himself  by  acting  the  part  of  Hercules  in  pne  of  Seneca's 
tragedies.  In  the  ei^te'enth  year  of  his  age  be  waseent  to  St.  Johii1i.eollege,  Cam- 
bridge ;  where,  so  eminent  were  his.  abilities  and  attainments,  he  was  chosen^  when 
he  was  little  more  than  twenty,  by  the  members  of  bis  college,  ie  be  their  advocate 
in  a  controverted  election  of  a  master,  which  was  heard  before  the  privy-ei^niieil. 
I|e  resided  some  time  in  Durham-hoose  in  London  as  chaplain  to  the  bishop,  Dr. 
Morton ;  who  bestowed  on  him  a  prebend  in  his  cathedral,  and  the  rich  rectories  nf 
Wolsingfaam  and  of  Hou^ton-in-le^Spring.  In  1660,  Charies  II.  promoted  him  to 
the  deanery  of  Durham  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  he  w;is  removed  from,  that 
dignity  to  the  deanery  of  St.  Panl's.  On  the  18th  of  February,  1661,  he' was  chosen 
prolocQtor  of  the  convocation.  He  died  in  the  year  1664,  aged.fifty-two* .  He  uliilcd 
in  his  character,  with  his  loyalty,  sincere  devotion  with  sanctity  of  manners,  and  an 
nndannted  spirit  under  his  sufferings  in  the  royal  cause,  for  which  be  was  impnsoned 
inra  dniigeon  in  the  Tower. '  He  was  then  far  g^one  in  a  oonaottption ;  bnt  U«ing<apon 
gmel  and  vegetables,  he,  after  some  time,  recovered  tp  a  miraole.  See  hit  Ufe^  and 
Granger's  History  of  England,  vel.  3.  p.  257,  8vo.  Ed 
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pei^^yary  upon  ibe  emergency  of  the  fmrn,  bis  m%i^tj  sig- 
nifyiiig  bis  pleasure  concerning  t|iQ  pcsreons  ^tod  the  (ees, 
which  comrnksim  mey  bafe  date  before  the  action,  and  then 
afterward  lipon  certificate^  and  petition  tp  have  his  majesty'^ 
ratification  and  <KH)firiDatioo  of  the  whole  proceis^  and  the 
register  to  be  dra-wo  up  accordingly  by  the  chief  actuary, 
who  way  take  bi^  mwiorials  b^nce,  and  make  up  the  re- 
cord ther^*^  .     . 

Pr.  BrambaUf  bishop  of  Derry,  was  for  the  Irish  way, 
where  th^  king  has  an  absolute  power  of  nominatioQ ;  and 
therefore  no  way  seemed  to  him  so  safe  as  consecrating  the 
persons  nominated  to  vpid  s^es  in  Ireland,  and  then  remov- 
ing thf  m  tp  others  in  JSnglaud;  wbi^h  be  apprehended  wouU 
cl^aely  ^ude  all  those  formalities  which  seem^  to  perpl(3x 
the  affiir ;  but  this  was  thought  an  ill  precedent^  99  it  opened 
a  door  for  destroying  the  privileges  of  the  church  of  Engr 
land  in  their  wpitular  elections.  The  old  bishop  of  Ely  ws« 
80  far  from  wishing,  with  Dr.  Bramhall,  that  the  ftish  me- 
thod might  be  introduced  into  England,  that  be  said,  if  he 
should  live  to  see  the  church  restored,  he  would  he  an  hum^ 
ble  suitor  t«  bis  majesty,  that  the  privileges  of  the  English 
chui»h,  in  their  elections  of  bishops,  might  be  introduced 
k)to  Xr^^land. 

Dr.  Wren  bishop  of  Ely,  and  Dr.  Cosins  of  Peterborough, 
were  for  an  expedient  something  lik^  the  second,  to  which 
the  court  ag^reed,  and  Mr.  Chancellor  Hyde  wrote  to  Dr. 
Barwick  for  the  form  of  such  a  commission  as  they  judged 
proper,  and  urged,  that  it  might  be  dispatched  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition.  The  chancellor  had  this  afikir  very  much 
at  heart,  but  the  old  bishops  were  fearful  lest  it  should  be 
discovered,  in  which  case  they  were  sure  to  be  the  aufierers* 
Dr.  Brownrigge  of  Exeter,  and  Dr.  Skinner  of  Oxford,  de- 
clined medidling  in  the  afikir ;  the  rest  declared  their  willing*- 
ness  to  advance  the  work,  but  lived  in  hopes  there  might  be 
no  occasion  for  the  hazard.  The  chancellor^  in  one  of  his 
letters,  says,  the  king  was  much  troubled  that  no  more  care 
was  taken  of  the  church,  by  those  who  should  be  the  guard* 
ians  of  it.  He  censures  the  slowness  of  the  clergy^  and 
says,  it  was  very  indecent,  that  when  their  afflicted  mother 
was  in  ex^r^inity^  any  of  her  sons  should  be  timorous  and. 
fearful.     Such  were  the  chancellor's  narrow  principles, 

•  Life  ofBarwiolp,  p.  t04.    KeQnet's  CbroQ.  p.  14|  Id, 
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irho  seemad  to  kang  tbe  essenco  of  Cbrlslkiiiiy,  afrd  ilia 
virtue  of  aU  Hvkie  ordii^nees^  iipoti  the  coftveyanoe  of 
Mcieftiastical  pouter  by  an  uninterrapted  suceesiioD  from 
the  apogtles. 

The  nonjurors  had  the  like  case  in  view  after  the  Revo- 
lutioO)  and  provided  for  it  in  the  best  manner  they  eo<9ld. 
But  is  not  the  Christian  world  in  a  sad  eoadition,  if  the 
Christian  bishop  cannot  be  chosen  or  consecrated  without 
a  royal  mandatey  and  the  suffrage  of  a  dean  and  chapter^ 
when  there  were  no  such  officers  in  the  church  for  tiiree 
hundred  years  after  the  apostles  ?  and  if  the  vididity  of  all 
sacerdotal  mini&trationa  mu$t  depend  on  a  regular  unlifier*' 
rupted  succession  from  St.  Peter  ?  especially  as  Baronius  a 
Popish  historian  confesses,  that  in  a  succession  of  fifty  popes 
ftot  one  pious  or  virtuous  man  sat  in  the  chair;  that  there 
had  been  no  popes  for  some  years  together ;  and  at  othet 
times  two  pr  three  at  once  |  and  when  the  same  writer  ad^ 
mits  between  twenty  and  thirty  schisms,  one  of  which  eon^ 
tifiued  fifty  years,  the  popes  of  Avignon  and  Rome  escom- 
ttiunicating  each  other,  and  yet  conferring  orders  upon  their 
several  clergy,  ttow  impossible  is  it  to  trace  the  right  line 
through  so  much  confusion  I 

But.  with  regard  te  the  king,  his  concern  for  tbe  regalar 
consecration  of  Protestant  bi^hpps  was  a  diere  ftree ;  for  if 
he  was  not  a  Papist  before  this  #irae,  it  is  certain  he  was  re- 
oonciled  to  the  church  of"  Rome  this  year,  at  tile  Pyrenees 
treaty  concluded  between  France  and  Spain  at  Pontar^bie, 
whither  he  had  repaired  incBgnito  to  engage  them  in  his  in- 
teresti  Here  the  king  stayed  twenty  daye,  in  which  time  his 
majesty  with  the  earl  of  Bristol  and  sir  H.  Bennet  embraced 
the  Roman-Catholic  religion.  Tile  secret  of  this  aAair  was 
well  known  to  lord  Clarendon,  though  he  4s  pleased  to  ^len- 
tion  it  with  great  tenderness.  ^^  It  is  believed  (says  his 
Itfrdsbip)  by  wise  men^  that  in  thikt  treaty  somewhat  was 
agreed  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Protestant  interest;  and  that 
in  a  short  time  there  would  have  been  much  dbne  againi^t 
it,  both  in  France  and  Germany,  if  the  measures  they  had 
then  taken  had  not  been  shortly  hrdken,  chiefly  by  the  sur- 
prising revolution  in  England,  Which  happened  the  next 
year,  and  also  by  the  death  of  the  two  great  &vom^es  of 
the  two  ci^oliriifl^  jDotf  Lewis  de  Haro,  and  cardinal  Masa* 
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rlnB,  who  both  died  not  long  after  it,"*  But  the  secret  of 
the  king's  reconciliation  to  the  church  of  Rome  has  been 
more  fully  acknowledged  of  late  years,  by  the  eldest  son  of 
lord  Clarendon,  and  by  the  duke  of  Ormonde  who  declared 
to  several  persons  of  honour,  that  ^^  he  himself,  to  his  great 
surprise  and  concern,  accidentally  in  a  morning  early^  saw  the 
liing  in  the  great  church  on  his  knees  before  the  high  altar, 
with  several  priests  and  ecclesiastics  about  him.  That  he 
was  soon  after  confirmed  in  his  sentiments  by  sir  Heniy 
Bennet  and  the  earl  of  Bristol,  who  both  owned  the  king 
to  be  a  Catholic  as  well  as  themselves ;  but  it  was  agreed, 
that  this  change  should  be  kept  as  the  greatest  secret  ima- 
ginable." There  is  another  story »  says  bishop' Kennet, 
which  I  have  reason  to  think  true :  ^^  Sir  H.  Bennet  was 
soon  after  seen  to  wait  on  the  king  from  mass^at  which  sight 
the  lord  Culpeper  had  so  much  indignation,  that  he  went  up 
to  Bennet,  and  spoke  to  this  effect ;  *  I  see  what  you  are  at; 
is  this  the.'Way  to  bring  our  master  home  to  his  three  king- 
doms ?  Well,  sir,  if  ever  you  and  I  live  to  see  England 
togethervl  will  have  your  head^  or  you  shall  have  mine;' 
which  words  struck  such  a  terror  upon  Mr  Harry  Bennet, 
that  he  never  durst  set  his  foot  in  England  till  after  the 
death  of  lord  Culpeper,  who  met  with  a  very  surprising 
end  soon  after  the  king's  return/'f 

But  though  the  prime-ministers  of  France  and  Spaih  were 
now  first  witnesses  of  his  majesty^s  abjuring  the  Protestant 
religion,  there  are  strong  presumptions  that  be  was  a  Papist 
long  before,  even  before  his  brother  James,  if  we  may  credit 
the  testimony  of  his  confessor  father  Huddleston4  To  the 
proofs  of  this  fact  already  mentioned  under  the  year  1652, 
I  would  add  the  testimony  of  the  author  of  the  Mystery  of 
Iniquity,  printed  1689,  who  writes  thus;  ^^  The -king's 
[Charles  I^.'s^  apostacy-  is  not  of  *80  late  a  date  as  the 
world  is  made  commonly  to  believe^  for  though  it  was  many 
yearstoQcealed,  and  the  contrary  pretended  and  dissembled, 
yet  it  is  certain  he  abjured  the  Protestant  religion  soon  after 
the  exilement  of  the  royal  family,  and  was  reconciled  to'the 
«hiirckof  Rome  at  St.  Germains  in  France.  Norr  were 
aeveral  of  the  then-suffering  bishops  and  clergy  ignorant  of 
Ahkf  though  they  had  neither  integrity  nor  courage  to  give 

*  ^Dfattd,  p.  75t.  t  Kenneth  p.  f$».  t  Wtlwood's  Memoirs,  p.  U6. 
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«h»iMlion  warning  of  if  *  Bishop  Burnet,  in  the  History 
of  Us  Life  «nd  Times,  confirms  this^  testimony  from  the 
cardinal  minister,  who  sent  an  advertisement  of  it  to  the 
bssbop  himself;  he  says,  *^  that  before  the  king  left  Paris 
(which  was  in  June  1654)  he  changed  his  religion,,  but  by 
whose  persuasion  is  not  yet  known;  only  cardinal  De  Retz: 
was  in  the  secret,  and  lord  Aubrgny  had  a  great  hand  in  it. 
Chaneellor  Hyde  had  some  suspicion  of  it|  but  would  not 
suffer  himself  to  t^^lieve  it  quite.'^t  And  sir  Allen  Broderick 
declared  upon  his  death-bed,  that  king  Charles  II.  made 
profession  of  the  Popish  religion  at  Fontainbleaui  before 
he  was  sent  out  of  France  to  Cologne. 

Thf  Dutch  Protestants  suspected  the  change,  but  the 
king  denied  it  in  the  most  public  manner ;  for  when  he  was> 
at  Brussels  in  the  year  1658^  he  wrote  the  following  letter . 
'  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Csyvton,  the  Presbyterian  minister  of 
the  English  congregation  at  Rotterdam. 
'^Charles  rex. 

"  Trusty  and  welUbeloved^  we  greet  you  well.  We  have 
'  received  so  full  testimony  of  your  affection  to  our  person,- 
and  zeal  for  ourfservice,  that  we  are  willing  to  recommend 
an  affair  to  you  in  which  we  are.  much  concerned.  We  do 
not  wonder,  that  the  malice  of  our  enemies  should  continue 
to  lay  all  manner  of  scandals  upon  us,  but  are  concerned 
that  they  should  find  credit  with  any  to  make  our  affection 
to  the  Protestant  religion  suspected,  since  the  world  cannot 
bpt  ti^e  notice  of  our  constant  and  uninterrupted  profession 
o^it in  all  places*-*No  man  has  or  can  more  manifest  his 
affection  to  and  zeal  for  the  Protestant  religion  than  we 
have  done.  Now,  as  you  cannot  but  have  much  conversa- 
tion with  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  church,  we  presume 
^and  expect  that  you  will  use  your  utmost  diligence  and 
dexterity  to  root  out  those  unworthy  aspersions,  so  mali- 
ciously and  groundlessly  laid  upon  us  by  wicked  men ;  and 
that  you  assure  all  that  will  give  credit  to  you,  that  we  value 
ourselves  so  much  upon  that  part  of  our  title,  of  being  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  that  no  worldly  consideration  can  ever* 
prevail  with  us  to  swerve  from  it,  and  the  Protestant  religion 
in  which  we  have  been  bred,  the  propagation  wbereof  we 
shall  endeavour  with  our  utmost  power.  Given  at  Bruxels, 
November  7,  in  the  tenth  year  of  eur  reign.*' 

•  KeiiD«i*»  CbroiL  p.  59S.  -        t  Burnt,  ^1.  1.  p.  105. 104,  Itm©. 
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T6  mrrj  an  the  iiagi^fDr.  Miutey  m^mmLti  Wkf$^ 
€ft  Winokeiter  wsa  enffloyed  to  write  ^  afpologlliifcal  h%* 
ter  to  Dr.  Trigland,  the  Dutch  miBi^ii^  at  tbe  Hafpn^^  t» 
meeri  and  prove  the  king^*8  ateadfa^toeas  i0  Hm  r^fora<td 
faitbr  aAd  commanioti.  The  letter  i^al  dated  June  7,  l^g, 
8  little  before  the  king'a  gouig  to  the  PyremaQ  treaty^  te 
engage  the  RomaB-CathoUc  poUrera  for  bis  reatoratioD.* 

But  to  eonfirm  the  Presbyterians  farther^  and  to  put  an 
ead  to  all  saspieions  of  hit  majesty's  being  turned  Pn^t, 
sir  Robert  Murray  and  thfi  countess  of  Balcarries  were 
enployed  to  engage  the  moat  ei^inent  reformed  raipistera 
in  France,  to  write  to  their  Presbyterian  brethren  in  Eag- 
lai<d,  and  assure  them  of  the  king's  ateadfaat^ess  in  the  Pro- 
testant faithy  and  to  excuse  big  not  joining  with  the  eburch 
at  Ghareftton*  Aci^erdingly  these  Credulous  ministora,  not 
bai^g  acquainted  with  the  aecret,  wrote  to  their  brethren  at 
London  to  the  following  purpose : 

Monsieur  Raymond  Caches,  pastor  pf  the  reformed; church 
at  Pari^  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Baxter,  March  S3,  I65a— 60; 
-r-^^  I  know  what  odiqm  baa  b€|en  cast  upon  the  king ;  some 
aire  diasatisfied  in  his  constancy  t0  the  true  religion. — I  will 
iMft  ainswer  what  truly  a^y  be  a«id>  that  it  belongs  not  to 
aubjeets  to  inqoire  into  tbet  princ^Ta  religion ;  be  he  what 
he  will^  if  the  right  of  reigning  belonga  to  him>  obedience 
in  ciiyil  matters  ia  bia  duq^  BiH  t(hi^  prince  never  d^arted 
from  the  public  profeaaion  of  the  tru^  religion ;  nor  did  he 
diadaifi  to  be  present  at  our  religioua  aasemblies  at  Roap 
and  Rochelle^  though  he  never  graoad  our  church  at  PflSjis 
with  his  preaenc^  which  traly  grieved  us."t-t*. 

Monsieur  DreUncourt,  another  ol  the  French  paatoiaat 
Paris,  writes,  March  24>—''  A  report  ia  here,  that  the  thiag^ 
Which  will  hindei^  the  king'a  reatoration,  is  the  opinion  con- 
ceived by  some,  of  bia  being  tiirned  Roman  Catholic,  and 
the  fear  tha/t  in  time  be  will  rUin  the  Protestant  religion. 
But  I  see  no  ground  (or  tlva  loepof  t,  b^  avijesty  making  no 
profession  of  it,  but  on  the  contrary}  baa  rejiected  all  tbo  aids 
ami  advantages  offered  him  ^^9^  that  condition^-^Charity 
ift  not  jealoaa,  and  if  it  Icgrbida  m  to^  auapect  oo  alight 
grounds  porivate  persona,  how  can  it  approve  Jealouaiea 
.  upon  persona  so  saqred  1  Beaid^>.  tb^e  ar«  ia  the  king's 
fhmily^  and.amon|$  bi9  domestics,,  aoate  |;^ntlelnen  of  our 

.«  KeBMt'8  CJiroD.  p.  95.  t  Ibid,  p,  9%,  9tK. 
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»eli|^D^  ^attd  my  old  friefidfr;  who  aft  s^v^rHl  UMe^  have 
given  me  assurances  of  the  piety  of  this  prince,  akid  hrs 
atability  in  tii6  pi^ofettioii  he  m&ke».  Your  Presbyterians 
are  now  intrusted  WMi  the  bondur  of  ouf  churches ;  if  thi^y 
recall  this  prince  trrthotit  the  interventfl^  of  any  foreign 
iM>wer^  they  will  acquire  to  Ibemnetve^  imtiaottul  glory^and 
fltop  their  mouths  for  ^n,  who  charge  oi  fiilsely  to  enenoiies 
to  royalty,  and  make  afipear  that  the  tnaxirn^  No  bteho{)  no 
king,  18  falsely  imputed  to  us.''-— 

The  ikmous  monsieiir  Daifl^  of  Pari«,  in  his  Ic/tter  of 
April  7y  1660y  writes  tb  tbe  same  purpose  t-^<^  I  know  it  is 
reported  that  the  king  ha&  changed  hid  religion  ;  but  who 
can  believe  a  thing  so  contrary  to  all  probability?  Nothing 
of  this  appears  to  us ;  on  the  contrary  we  well  know^  that 
when  he  has  resided  in  jj^laces  where  the  exercise  of  his  re* 
ligion  is  not  permitted^he  has  always  had  his  chaplaidt  with 
Um^  who  have  regularly  performed  diviiie  service.  More- 
over, all  Paris  knows  the  anger  the  king  expressed  at  the 
endmi^ours  &at  wer6  uiedto  pervert  the  dufceoTGloucester. 
▲nd  though  h  is  objected^  that  he  never  came  to  ooi-  chut*ch 
at  Charenton^  yet  as  we  are  better  informed  of  this  than  any 
One^  we  can  testify,  that  religion  i^aB  not  the  eauie  of  it, 
but  that  it  ilras  upon  political  and  prudential  ^oosidi^ra- 
tions^  which  may  be  peculiar  to  our  church,  for  he  has 
gone  to  sermon  in  Caeo^  and  some  other  towns ;  and  in 
Holland  he  heiurd  some  sermons  from  the  lamous  mcmsieur 
More,  oiir  presertt  colleague.  Thas,  sir,  it  is  more  clear 
Hbkti  the  day,  that  whatsoever  has  been  reported  till  this 
time,  of  the  ifihange  of  this  prince's  religion,  is  a  mere 
ealumny^'^ 

Monsiedtf  dd  U  Angle,  minister  of  the  Protestant  church 
at  Rouen,  wrot^  upon  the  same  subject  t#his  friend  in  Lon- 
don, more  fully  to  evidence  the  kingfs  steadfastness  in  the 
Protestant  religion.  These  letters  were  printed  and  in- 
dustriously spread  over  the  whole  kingdom. 
•  Th^  king  himself  in  his  Mtter  to  the  house  of  commons 
^j9,  **  Do  you  desire  the  advancement  of  the  Protestant 
rdigion  ?  We  have  by  our  constant  profession  and  practice 
giv^  sufficient  testimony  to  the  world,  that  neither  the  un« 
kindness  of  those  of  the  same  faith  IMrards  us,  nor  the  ci-- 
viiities  ahd  protestations  of  those  of  a  contrat^y  proftssion, 

*  Keiiiet*!  Cbroa.  p.  94,95.  •  -.    ' 
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could  in  the  least  degree  startle  us,  or  make  us  swerve 

from  it." 

It  is  a  surprising  reflection  of  Mr.  Baxter,*  upon  occasion 
of  tfaese  letters:  ^'  These  divines  (says  he)  knew  nothing  of 
the  state  of  afllairs  in  England.  They  knew  not  fhose  men 
who  were  to  be  restored  with  the  king.  They  pray  (says  he) 
for  the  success  of  my  labours,  when  they  are  persuading  me 
to  put  an  end  to  my  labours  by  setting  uplMM>se  prelates, 
who  will  silence  me  and  many  hundreds  more.  They  per- 
suade me  to  that  which  will  separate  me  from  my  flock,  aind 
then  pray,  that  I  may  be  a  blessing  to  them ;  and  yet  (says 
he)  I  am  for  restoring  the  king,  that  when  we  are  silenced, 
and  our  ministry  at  an  end,  and  some  of  us  lie  in  prisons, 
we  may  there  and  in  that  condition  have  peace  of  conscience 
in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  and  the  exercise  of  &ith,  pa« 
tience,  and  charity,  in  our  sufierings."  Wasthere  ever  such 
reasoning  as  this !  But  the  reader  will  make  his  own  re* 
marks  upon  these  extraordinary  paragraphs. 

To  return  back  to  general  Monk  in  Scotland.  As  long  as 
the  army  governed  afiairs  at  Westminster,  the  general  was 
on  their  pide,  and  entertained  Mr.  John  Collins,  an  Inde- 
pendent arinister,  for  his  chaplain ;  but  upon  the  quarrel 
between  the  army  and  parliament,  and  Monk's  declaring 
fiptr  the  latter,  it  was  apprehended  he  had  changed  sides, 
and  would  fall  in  with  the  Presbyterians ;  upon  which  Mr. 
Caryl  and  Barker  were  sent  to  Scotland  with  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Owen,  expressing  their  fears  of  the  danger  of  their  rait, 
ligious  liberties  upon  a  revolution  of  government.  The 
general  received  them  with  all  the  marks  of  esteem  ;.and 
after  a  few  days  returned  the  following  answer,  in  a  letter 
directed  to  Dr.  .Owen,  Mr.  Greenhill,  and  Mr.  Hook,  to  be 
communicated  to  the  churches  in  and  about  London. 

.  '^  Honourable  and  dear  friends, 

**  I  received  yours,  and  am  very  sensible  of  your  kindness 
expressed  to  the  army  in  Scotland,  in  sending  such  honour- 
able and  reverend  persons,  whom  we  received  with  thank- 
fulness and  great  joy  as  the  messengers  of  the  churches^and 
the  ministers  of  Christ  of  these  three  nations.  I  do  pro- 
mise you  for  myself,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  here,  that 
your  interest,  libertf^  and .  encouragement,  shall  be  very 
dear  to  us.    And  we  shall  take  this  as  a  renewed  obligation 

*  Life,  part  9.  p.  916. 
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to  assert  to  the  otmost,  what  we  have  already  declared  to 
die  churches  of  Jesus  Christy  I  doubt  not,  but  you  have 
received  satisfaction  of  our  inclinations  to  a  peaceable  ac- 
commodation. I  do  hope,  that  some  diflerences  being  ob- 
viated, we  shril  obtain  a  fair  composure.  I  do  assure  you^ 
that  the  great  things  that  have  been  upon  my  heart  to  secure 
and  provide  for,  are  oar  liberties  and  freedom^  as  the  sub- 
jects and  sefviiivts  of  Jesos  Christ,  which  we  have  conveyed 
to  us  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  assured  in  the  promises 
imrchased  by  the  bload  af  our  Saviour  for  us,  and  given  ad 
his  great  legacy  to  hirchurch  and  people ;  in  comparison 
of  which  we  esteem  all  other  things  as  dung  and  dross,  but 
as-.they  have  a  relation  to  and  dependance  upon  this  noble 
end.  The  others  are  our  laws  and  rights  as  men,  which 
must  have  their  esteem  in  the  second  place;  for  which  many 
members  of  the  churches  have  been  eminent  instruments  to 
labour  in  sweat  and  blood  for  these  eighteen  years  last  past, 
and  our  ancestors  for  many  hundred  years  before ;  the  sub-» 
stance  of  which  may  be  reduced  to  a  parliamentary  govern- 
ment, and  the  people's  consenting  to  the  laws  by  which  they 
are  governed.  That  these  privileges  of  the  nation  may  be 
so  bounded,  that  the  churches  may  have  both  security  and 
settlement,  is  my  great  desire,  and  of  those  with  me.  So 
that  I  hopejou  will  own  these  just  things,  and  give  us  that 
assistance  that  becomes  the  churches  of  Christ,  in  pursuance 
of  this  work.  And  we  do  assure  you,  we  shall  comply  as  far 
as.possible,  with  respect  had  to  the  security  and  safety  of  the 
nation,  and  the  preservation  of  our  ancient  birthright  and 
liberties.  And  we  shall  pray,  that  we  may  lie  kept  from 
goiog^ut  of  God's  way  in  doing  God's  work. 

<*  I  do,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  army  and  myself,  give 
all  ojQr  affectionate  thanks  for  this  your  work  of  love ;  and 
though  we  are  not  able  to  make  such  returns  as  are  in  our 
hearts  and  desires^tp  do,  yet  we  shall  endeavour,  by  all  ways 
and  means,  to  express  our  care  and  love  to  the  churches, 
and  shall  leave  the  reward  to  him  who  is  the  Ood  of  peace, 
and  has  in  special  assured  all  blessings  to  the  peacemakers. 
I  conclude  with  the  words  of  David,  1  ISam.xxv.  SS,  <  Blessed 
be  the  Liord  Grod  of  Israel,  and  blessed  be  your  advice,'  and 
blessed  be  you  all.  Now  the  Lord  Grod  be  a  wall  of  fire 
round  about  you,  and  let  his  presence  be  in  birch urcbes, 
and  they  filled  with  his  glQry.    I  have  no  more,  but  to  en- 
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$feB4  yWi  pfay»#»  for  i  kflppy  mue  of  tiik  ttshipiyy  dif- 
ferenoe ;  which  is  Ike  [^yer  of  him  who  fe^  retoreild  tilft 
and  dear  friends^  jom  very  afl^ctionate  broihoff  aad  sennuit, 
''  Edinburgh^  Not.  23, 1669.  G.  Monk/' 

In  one  of  tho  geoerara  letters  to  the  parl&iiaent,  written 
about  June  1059^  be  declaims  strongly  for  liberty  of  coti- 
80ieflce>  aad  an  absollite  coinnonwealtb,  in  latigtege  wUeh 
10  another  would  be  balled  the  ftimea  of  lanatiaiem.  '^  You 
are  the  people  (aays  he)  who  have  filled  the  Itorld  witfe 
liroi)der>  but  notbisg  is  diffiduH  to^faith ;  and  the  promiMi 
^f  Crod  are  sure  and  certain.  We  ackaowled^O  that  wt 
ottfselves  have  very  much  contributed  to  the  Liord's  d^^ 
pi^rting  from  our  Israel^  but  we  see  God's  hour  is  cdnie) 
and  the  time  of  the  people's  deliverance,  even  the  set  time) 
is  at  hand.  H^  eometh  skipping  over,  all  the  mountains  of 
sin  and  unwortbiness^  &e.  We  humbly  beseech  youy  not 
^o  heal  the  wounds  of  the  daughter  of  God's  people  sHglitly, 
but  to  make  so  sttre  and  lasting  provision  for  both  Christian 
and  eivil  rights^  aa  both  this  and  future  generations*  may 
have  eause  to  rise  Up  and  call  you  blessed,  and  the  biaekest 
of  designs  may  never  be  able  to  east  dirt  in  ydur  faces  any 
Biiore."* — He,  then  desires  them  to  encourage  nonobut  godly 
ministers  and  magistrates,  that  no  yoke  may  be  imposed 
upon  conscience  but  what  is  agreeable  to  the  wordof  God> 
and  that  they  would  establish  the  govermneiit  in  a  free  state 
or  commonwealth.  Signed  by  general  MoAk  and  twelity^ 
five  of  his  chief  officers. 

Upon  the  general's  coming  to  London^  he  was  transform'' 
^  at  once  inip  m  nealeus  Presbyterian^  and  thongbt  jni  toore 
of  the  IndepeiHient^hureiest  ha  siceived  the  si»rtinsentaft 
Mr.  Calaray's  diurch^  and  ivould  suffer  none  to  pretikei  be- 
fiire  him  but  whom  he  apjwoved.  He  consulted  the  Presby* 
terian  ministers^  and  «sked  tbeir  advice  in  aU  important 
affairs.  It  seeaw  these  :#ei*e  the  gentlemen  that  beat  Inni 
out  of  bis  eommottw^altb  {Mrindples,  if  we  may  believe  the 
reverend  Mr«  Sharpy  afterwaitd  arcbUsbop  of  St  Addi^i^'s^ 
vbose  words  are  these,  in  otie  of  his  letters  to  the  i^ve^ 
iisttd  Mr.  Douglas  in  Scotland:  ^'  Sunday  Indi^  Murcb  ll,^ 
the  gmeral  sc«l  Ui<eoaeb  ibp  Mr.  CHlamyy  Mh  Aih^  and 
me }  we  hatfl  a  lOOg  Ootovei^atioa  with  htm  in  privkte^  «id 
cpMViaeed  hUb^  thUt  a  cmamotitirealth  was  impractacilUe ; 

"^  Wdeo(Hi^»  lleftioirs,  Aqp^Mdik,  lA^.  Hi 
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nmi  M  dur  Muse  be»t  htm  off  that  sconce  he  hms  hllli^rto 
maiDtaiaedir-'We  urged  upon  hiiD,  iJkat  tiie  Presbyferim 
interest,  which  he  had  espoused,  was  much  c'6Boeriied  in 
]ieeping^u|j  this  bonse^  and  aetllitig  the  goYerninent  tipon 
term9.  Bi»i  the  subtle  genepal  aaplied^  that  m  regird  he 
bad  declared,  so  lately  against  a  boase.  of  lords^  and  the 
4P«>ntinuii|g  this  house  of  oommonS)  he  could  not  so  re« 
putably  do^it^'r*  Aflorwurd,  when  fik>me  gentlemeti  of 
quality,  suspecting  the  kii^  to  be  at  the  bottom,  were 
earnest  with  the  general^  that  if  the  king  miat  be  brought 
ill  by  the  ne:^t  pa? liarment,  it  might  be  upon  the  terms  of  hie 
late  majesty's  eoacessioiis  at  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  tlfe  .general 
at  first  recoiled)  and  declared  he  would  adhere  to  a  com- 
monwealth;  but  at  lasit  seeming  to  be  conquered  into  a 
compliaaedy  be  intimated  to  them,  that  this  was  the  utmost 
line  he  could  or  WQuld  advance  in  favour  of  the  king ;  and 
yet  when  thia  was  napved  in  the  convention«pi|irliaaient  by  sir 
Matthew  Hale,  the  general  stood  up,  and  dechred  against 
all  conditions,  and  threatened  them  that  should  encourage 
such  a  motion  with  all  the  mischiefs  that  might  follow* 
Thus  the  crctdulous  Presbyterians  were  gradually  drawn 
intoasnare»  and  made  to  believe,  that  presbytery  was  to  be 
the  estabUdied  goternment  of  the  church  of  England  under 
IjLing  Charles  II. 

Thfi  SiQOtjsi  were  equally  concerned  in  this  affair,  and 
much  more  zealous  for  their  discipline.  The  general  there- 
fore sent  letterato  the  kirk^  with  the  atfiongest  assurances 
that  he  would  take  care  of  tbiiir  discipline.f  Bat  the  Scots, 
not  willing  to  trust  hin^aemmisMbnedMr^  Sharp  to  be  their 
agetnt,  and  gave  him  instructions  to  use  his  best  endeavonr% 
that  the  kirkof  Scotland  Blight,  without  interruption  or  en* 
croachment,  efjjoy  the  ft*eedom  and  liberty  of  her  established 
jadioatories,  and  to  represent  the  sinfulness  and  oSensive- 
ne^ofa  toleration  in  that  kingdom.  Sharp  was  to  concert 
measurea  with  Mr.  Calawy,  Ash,  Maaton,  and  Colvper ;  but 
these  gentle^dnen  being  not  very  zealous  for  tbe  discipline^ 
l^haip  informed  his  priaeipalsi  that  it  was  feared  the  king 
would  Gotne  in,  and  with  him  moderate,  episcopacy^  at  least 
ia  England^  but  that  th^  more  zealous  party  were  doing  what 
tjiey  could  to  keep  on  foot  the  covcasant.  To  whichf  DJonglas 
r^lliedji  ^^  it  is  beet  that  tite  Presbyterian  go^evaaien*  bd 
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settled  simply,  for  70U  know  that  the  judgment  of  honest 
men  here  is  for  admitting  the  king  on  no  other  but  cove* 
nant-terma." 

The  Independents  and  Baptists  were  in  such  disgrace, 
that  their  leaders  had  not  the  honour  of  being  consulted  in 
this  weighty  afiair.  General  Monk  and  the  Presbyterians 
were  united,  and  had  force  saffletent  to  support  their  claims : 
the  tide  was  with  them,  and  the  parliament  at  their  mercy. 
The  Independents  offered  to  stand  by  their  friends  in  par- 
liament, and  to  raise  four  new  regiments  from  among  them- 
selves, to  force  the  general  back  into  Scotland.  Dr*  Owen 
and  Mr.  Nye  had  frequent  consultations  with  Mr.  White- 
locke  and  St.  John ;  and  at  a  private  treaty  with  the  officers 
at  Wallingford-house,  offered  to  raise  100,0061;  for  the  use 
of  the  arrny^  provided 'they  would  protect  thdm  in  their  re- 
ligious liberties,  which  they  were  apprehensive  Mot^k  and 
the  Presbyterians  designed  to  subvert;  btt  those  officers 
had  lost  their  credit ;  their  measures  wem  disconcerted  and 
broken ;  one  party  was  for  a  treaty  and  another  for  the  sword, 
but  it  was  too  late ;  their  old  veteran  regiments  were  dis- 
lodged from  the  city,' and  Monk  in  possession.  In  this  con- 
fusion their  general  Fleetwood,  who  had  brought  them  into 
this  distress,  retired,  and  left  them  a  body  without  a  head> 
after  which  they  became  insignificant,  and  in  a  few  months 
quite  contemptible.  Here  ended  the  power  of  the  army, 
and  of  the  Independents. 

Being  now  to  take  leave  of  this  people,  it  may  be  proper 
to  observe,  that  the  Independents  sprang  up  and  mightily 
increased  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  and  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  wise  and  politic  people  3  they  divided  from  the 
Presbyterians  upon  the  foot  of  discipline,  and  fought  in  the 
parliament's  quarrel,  not  so  much  for  hire  fE^d  reward,  as 
from  a  real  belief  that  it  was  the  cause  of  God;  this  inspired 
their  soldiers  with  courage,  and  made  them  face  death  with 
undaunted  bravery,  insomuch  that  when  the  army  was  new- 
modelled,  and  filled  up  with  men  of  this  principle,  they 
carried  all  before  them.  When  the  war  was  ended,  they 
boldly  seized  the  person  of  the  king,  and  treated' him  with 
honour  till  they  found  him  unsteady  to  his  promises  of  a 
toleration  of  their  principles,  and  then  they  became  his  most 
determined  enemies ;  when  they  were  assured  afterward  by 
the  treaty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that  they  were  to  be 
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crushed  between  both  parties,  and  to  lose  their  religious 
liberty,  for  which  they  had  been  fighting,  they  tore  up  the 
government  by  the  roots,  and  subverted  the  whole  constitui- 
tion.  This  they  did,  not  in  consequence  of  their  religious 
^inciples,  but  to  secucetheir  own  safety  and  liberty.  After 
the  king's  death  they  assumed  the  chief  management  of 
public  flAiirs,  and  would  not  part  with  it  on  any  terms,  lest 
they  shouMiif^  disbanded  and  called  to  account  by  a  parlia- 
mentary power,  and  therefore  they  could  never  come  to  a 
settlement,  though  they  attempted  it  under  several  forms: 
the  first  was  an  absolute  commonwealth,  as  most  agreeable 
to  their  principles ;  but  when  the  commonwealth  began  to 
clip  their  military  wings,  they  dispossessed  them,  and  set  up 
their  own  general,  with  the  title  of  protector,  who  had 
skill  enough- to  keep  them  in  awe,  though  they  were  <»>nti- 
nually  plotting  against  his  government.  After  his  death 
they  dispossessed  his  son/and  restored  the . commonwealth. 
When  these  again  attempted  to  disband  them',  they  turned 
them  out. a  second  time,  and  set  up  themselves  under  the 
title  of  a  Committee^f  Safety ;  but  they  wanted  Oliver's 
head,  their  new  general  Fleetwood  having  neither  courage 
nor  conduct  enough  to  keep  them  united.  Thus  they  crum- 
bled into  factions,  while  their  «^wanton  sporting  with  thejBu* 
pireme  power  made  the  nation  sick  of  such  distractions,  and 
yield  ta  the  return  of  the  old  constitution. 

The  officers  were  made  up  chiefly  of  Independents  and 
Anabaptffits,  most  of  them  of  mean  extraction,  and  far  from 
being  as  able  statesmen  as  they  had  been  fortunate  soldiers ; 
they  were  biftve  and  resolute  men,  who  had  the  cause  of  re- 
ligicm  and  liberty  at  heart ;  but  they  neglected  the  old  no- 
bility and  gentry  so  much,,  that  when  they  fell  to  pieces, 
there  was  hardly  a  gentleman  of  estate  or  interest  in  his 
country  that  would  stand  by  them.  As  to  their  moral  cha- 
racter, thej^seem  to  have  been  men  of  piety  and  prayer ; 
they  called  God  into  all  their  councils,  but  were  too  much 
gc^Ferned  by  t<he  false  notions  they  had  imbibed,  and  the  en- 
thusiastic impulses  of  their  own  minds.  I  do  not  find  that 
they  consulted  any  number  of  their  clergy,  though  many 
of  the  Independent  ministers  were  among  the  most  learned 
and  eminent  preachers  of  the  times,  as.  Dr.  Goodwin,  Owen, 
Nye,  and  Greenhill,  &c.  some  of  whom  had  no  small  repu- 
tation for  politics ;  but  their  pulling  down  so  many  forms 
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of  government,  without  mdheriog  eteadfly  to  any,'  ibsood  ia 
tkeifMruin*  Thus  as  the  army  and  Independents  outwitted 
the  Presbyterians  in  1648,  the  Presbyterians  in  conjunction 
with  the  Scots  blew  up  the  Independents  at  this  time ;  and 
next  year  the  episcopal  party,  by  dtatereus  managementtif 
the  credulous  Presbyterians^  uademiined  and  deceived 
them  both. 

TUa  year  died  Dr.  Ralph  Brownrigge  hiAof  of  Exeter, 
bom  at  Ipswich  in  the  year  1S98,  educated  in  Peoliroke^haU, 
Cambridge,  and  at  length  chosen  master  of  Katherine^hall 
10  that  university.*  He  was  also  prebendary  of  Durham, 
«nd  rector  of  Barly  in  Herlfordbhire*  In  the  year  1641,  he 
was  fiomifiated  to  the  see  of  fixator,  and  ioetaiied  June  1, 
1642,  but  the  wars  between  the  king  and  parliament  did  not 
allow  bin  the  eajoyment  of  his  dignity.  He  wanMsainoted 
one  of  the  assembly  of  divioas;  and  was  vice"ehaacell€Nr  of 
the  university  of  C^mbfidgie  is  the  year  1644,  wImo  the  ead 
of  Manchester  visited  it;  and  complied  eo  fiir  asto  keep  his 
masterslup  till  the  next  year,  vheii  he  was  deprived  for  a 
sermon  ho  preached  upon  the  aMivereary  of  his  majestj^s 
inauguration.  He  was  no  fiivourer  of  arehbisbop  Laud^s  in- 
novations ;t  for  while  he  was  vice^chaAcellor  he  sent  for 
one  of  Mr.  Berwick's  piupils,  and  said  to  bim,  ^*  I  wonder 
your  tutor,  no  ill  msufi  in  other  respects,  does  net  yet  abstaiiy 
from  that  form  of  worship  [bowing  towards  the  east]  which 
bo  knows  is  disagreeable  to  our  oaeellent  parliament,  sind 
not  very  acceptablo  to  God  himseUf  but  bo  you  care&rtb 
steer  your  course  clear  of  jtbe  dangeroua  rook  of  every 
error,  whether  it  savour  of  the  impsety  of  Aminianism,  of 
of  the  sttperstition  of  Popery.'*  j: 

*  He  WM  esteemed  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  his  time  to  t^s  seminary,  ^e 
«M  oae  of  tboMexeelleiitmen  vith  «4iim4yreiibithop  TUlMs«jioiitifat«d  avadgdiiM' 
Koc%  atliis  first  oomiDg  to  London,  and  by  wji^se  preaqliive  mi^eMnpie  be  foni«4 
himself.  His  sermon^  were  not  exceeded  by  any  pablishea  in  that  period ;  and  tbey 
derived  g«eat  advantage,  in  the  delivery,  from  tbe  dlgnky  ef  his  penoa  andihe  jnst* 
peas  of  bis  elo^ntion.    Granger's  History  of  ^B|;l»ad,  yol.  f .  p.  16|,  Sto-^-I^d. 

t  Dr.  Grey  neglects  not  to  inform  tbe  reader,  on  the  anthority  of  Dr.  Gaoden,  that 
bishop  Bromcigge  waeteiiMciottaof  4he4ocliiiie,  worship,  det»tioD,«adgovesiniMBti 
of  the  chiireh  pf  £n^aqd;  "  which  (be  e4i<|)  be  liked  better  pf4  better  as  be  ijreii 
older."  He  seems  to  have  been  very  free  in  bis  advice  to  Cromwell :  for  when  the 
pfoteotor,  vi<h  some  ihow  of  reapedt  to  hitt,  jdeaudod  bUltfdgmtat  in  some  pnUi^ 
affairs,  then  at  a  nonplus,  bisboj^  Brownrigge,  with  bis  wonte^  grav^tjf  apd  ^^qpg 
replied,  *'  My  lord,  tbe  best  counsel  I  can  give  you  is  that  of  our  Savloar,  Render 
pnto  Obs^r  the  thin^a  that  are  Gaesst's,  and  onto  Ged  the  things  thai  m  Ooi's*^* 
with  wbif^  free  answer  tbe  pro^eetp;- re«t«d  TAther  sU^noed  tbap  satisfied*  P;^  Qr9j!4 
Examination,  vol.  5.  p.  258. — £i>. 

liifenCBimiob,!^^. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r 


THE  FUHl^rANS.  228 

He  «t9  succeeded  by  J)^,  Spurstow ;  akhdiafltoed  iacoin^ 
mon  witfi  the  rest  oftb^  Wahops ;  bat  beiag  aCalvinist,  afid 
a  per9Qn  of  great  teiaf»«r  andmoderatioH)  be  was  allowed  by 
the  protector  CroioweUto  be  a  preacher  at  the  Temple*  ifl 
which  employiaent  he  died,  December  7,  1659,  about  the 
sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  Dr.-  Gauden  says,  be  was  a 
persog  of  great  caodour,  dweetoeaS)  gravity  and  solidity  of 
jttdgi^eiit.  He  waa  iConstfUed  by  Mr.  Baxter  and  others 
in  several  pointa  of  controversy)  and  was  indeed  ft  most 
biunble  CbristiaBy  a^d  very  patient  under  most  severe  file 
ef  the  stone,  wbieb  were  vety  aeute  and,  tedbosit'  for  some 
time  i^pl^re  his  death. 

The' reverend  Mr.  Charles  Herle,  sometime  psoloeiilor  of 
theasiembly  of  divines  ai  Wastminater,  was  born  of  honour^  * 
aMe  paren|ta  at  PrideauxrHarle,  near  f^stpritfayeli  in  Conw 
wall,  In  the  year  ld68**  He  wa^  educated  in  Es^eter-ooUege, 
Oxan.  In  the  ye||r  1618,  be  took  the  degvaee  in  arts,  and 
was  stfterwiM^d  leoiovof  Winwkk  in  Lancadiiee,  one  of  the 
richest  livings  in  England,  and  was  always  esteemed  a  Pu-^ 
ritan.  •-  When  the  watrs  broke  out,  he  took  part  with  Ifae 
parliament,  was  elected  one  of  the  members  of  the  assembly 
of  divines^  and  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Twisse  in  1646  was 
appointed  prolocutor.  After  the  king's  death  he  retired  ta 
his  living  at  Win  wick,  ipd  was  in  very  Ugh  esteem  with  all 
the  elsegy  in  that  couBlry*  In  the  year  1654,  he  was  appoint* 
ed  one  oftheassistantcommissioDers  for  ejecting  scandalous 
ministers,  together  with  Mr.  Isaac  Ambrose  and  Mr.  Gee. 
He  was  a  moderate  Presbyterian,  and  left  behind  him  some 
praptioal  find  controversial  writings.  Mr.  Fuller  says,f  he 
was  so  much  of  a  Christian,  scholar,  and  gentleman,  that  he 
could  agiee  in  affiietien  with  those  who  differed  from  him  in 
judgment.  He  died  at  his  parsonage  at  Winwick  in  the 
sixtyi^vst  year  ef  his  ^ge,  and  was  buried  in  bis  own  charch, 
September  29, 165Q. 

The  revenend  Mr.  Thomae  Gawten,  bem  at  Raynham  in 
Norfolk,  and  educated  in  Qoeea's  college,  Garabridge ;  ^e 
was  afterward  minister  of  Wivenhoe  in  Essex,  1637,  and  at 
last  of  St^  Bartholomew  behind  the  Exchange.  He  was, 
says  the  Oxford  historian,:^  a  learned  and  religious  Puritan, 
driven  into  exile  for  preaching  against  the  murder  of  king 

:  Wflod't  Atlieiue  Oxen.  vol.  3.  p.  151, 15S.        t  FnUerVWortUes,  p.  905. 
t  Wood's  AUienae  Oxoo.  toI.  S.  p.  439. 
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Gfaarlee  I.  and  for  being  in  the  same  plot  with  Mr.  Lo?e,for 
raising  money  to  supply  the  army  of  king  Charles  II.  when 
he  was  coming  into  England  to  recover  his  right.  He  fled 
to  Rotterdam,  and  became  preacher  to- the  English  church 
there,  where  he  died  August  7, 1659,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year 
of  his  age.* 

The  new  year  [1660]  began  with  the  restoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  The  long-par- 
liament dissolved  themselves  March  16,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple were  busy  in  choosing  a  new  one,  general  Monk  was 
courted  by  all  parties.  The  republicans  endeavoured  to  fix 
him  for  a  commonwealth ;  the  French  ambassador  offered 
him  the  assistance  of  France,  if  he  would  assume  the  go- 
vernment either  as  king  or  protector,  which,  it  is  said,  he 
would  have  accepted,  if  sir  Anthony  Ashley  (Joqper  had  not 
prevented  it,  by. summoning  him  before  the  council,  and 
keeping  the  doors  locked  till  he  had  taken  away  the  com- 
missions from  some  of  his  most  trusty  officers,  and  given 
them  to  others  of  the  counciFs  nomination.  But  be  this  as 
it  wiU,  it  is  certain  Monk  had  not  as  yet  given  the  king  any 
encouragement  to  rely  upon  hin^,  though  .his  majesty  trlid 
sent  him  a  letter  as  long  ago  as  July  31,.  1659,  by  an  express 
messenger,  with  the  largest  offers  of  reward. 
.  The  Presbyterians  were  now  in  possession  of  the  whole 
power  of  England;  the  council  of  state,  the  chief  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  governors  of  the  chief  forts 
and  garrisons,  were  theirs ;  their  clergy  were  in  possession 
of  both  universites,  and  of  the  best  livings  in  the  kingdom. 
There  was  hardly  a  loyalist^  or  professed  Episcopalian,  in 
any  post  of  honour  or  trust:  nor  had  the  king  any  number 
of  friends  capable  of  promoting  his  restoration,  for  there 
was  a  disabling  clause  in  the  qualification-act,  that  all  who 
bad  been  in  arms  against  the  long-parliament^  should  be 
disqualified  from  serving  in  the  next.  The  whole  govern* 
ment  therefore  was  with  the  Presbyterians,  who  were  shy 
of  the  Independents  as  of  a,  body  of  men  more  distant  from 
the  church,  and  more  inclined  to  the  commonwealth.  They 

.  *  Mr.  Cawton  had  few  equals  in  leaming,  and  aearoaly  a  saperior  in  pieij.  Tliose 
great  works,  the  Polyglot  Bible,  and  Dr.  Castle's  Poljfglot  Lexicon,  owed  mnoh  to  bis 
ebcouragemeot  and  exertions.  It  shewed  a  most  deep  serionsoess  of  spirit,  though 
probably  mingled  with  superstitions  notions  of  the-Lord's  snpper,  that  be -fainted,  when 
he  first  received  it;  and  he  ever  afterward  expressed,  at  that  solemnity,  the  pro- 
.  fonndest  reverence  and  most  elevated  devotion.  'Granger's  Historj  of  England,  vol. 
3.  Svo.  p.  47.— Ed. 
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Ver«  no  less  Vi^lant  to  keep  out  of  (^arliametit  the  rejpubU- 
cans  of  ail'^brts,  some  of  ifrboniy  says  Burtiet,*  ran  about 
every  where  like  men  that  were  giddy  or  amazed,  but  their 
time  wftfr  past.  On  the  other  band,  they  secretly  courted  the 
Episcopalians,  who  dispersed  papers  among  the  people,  pro* 
testitlg  their  resolutions  to  forget  all  past  injuries,  and  to 
bury  all  rancour,  malice,  and  animosities^  under  the  foun- 
dation  of  his  majesty's  restoration*  **  We  reflect  (say  they) 
upon  our  sufferings  as  from  the  hand  of  Grod,  and  therefore 
do  not  cherish  any  violent  thoughts  or  inclinations  against 
any  persons  whatsoever  who  have  been  instrumental  in 
them ;  and  if  the  indiscretion  of  any  particular  persons  shall 
transport  them  to  expressions  contrary  to  this  general  sense, 
we  shall  disclaim  them."t.   This  was  signed  by  eighteen 
nobleftaaen,  and  about  fifty  knights  and  gentlemefi4  Dr.  Mor* 
leyand  some  of  his  brethren  met  privately  with  the  Presby- 
terian ministers,  and  made  large  professions  of  lenity  and 
moderation,  but  without  descending  to  particulars.    The 
king  and  c^^ncellor  Hyde  carried  on  the  intrigue.    The 
chancellor  in  one  of  his  letters  from  Breda,  dated  April  SO, 
1660,  saySk .  that  *^  the  king  very  well  approved  that  Dr. 
Morley  and  some  of  Jiis  brethren  should  enter  into  confer- 
ences^ and  have  frequent  conversation  with  the  Presbyterian 
party,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  such  a  temper  as  is  con- 
Bisteilt  with  the  good  of  the  church ;  aiid  it  may  b^  no  ill  ex- 
pedient (says  he)  to  assure  them  of  present  good  prefer* 
ments;  but  in  my^  opinion  you  should  rather  endeavour  to 
wife  over  those  who,  being  recovered,  will  both  have  repu- 
tation, and  desire  to  merit  from  the  church,  than  be  ove1^so- 
licitous  to  comply  with  the  pride  and  passion  of  those  who 
propose  extravagant  things.''^  Such  was  the  spirit  or  pro- 
fessions of  the  church-party,  while  they  were  decoying  tho 
ethers  into  the  snare !    The  Presbyteriiin  ministers  did  no^ 
want  for  cautions  firom  the  Independent^  and  others,  not  to 
be  too  forward  in  tru^Bng  their  new  allies,  but  they  woulil 
neither  hear,  see,  or  believe^  till  it  was  too  late.    They  va^ 
lued  themselves  upon  their  superior  influence;  fand  from  an 
ambrtious  desire  of  grasping  all  the  merit  and  glory  of  the 
Restoration  to  themselves,  they  would  suffer  none  to  act 

*  History,  Vol.  1.  p.  145, 12aio. 

t  Baxter,  p.  2t6.  218.    Hittory  of  the  Stoarti,  p.  458. 

t  Keonet't  Cbronible,  p.  121. 144.    Baxter's  Uh,  part  «*p.  tl7. 
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*^enly  with  them,  but  desired  the  Ej^iscopal  clergy  toiie 

'  etill  for  fear  of  the  people,  and  leave  the  eonductiog  tbb 
great  aflhir  to  the  bands  it  was  in/ 

Accordingly  the  Presbyterian  ministers  Wrote  to  their 
friends  in  their  several  counties,  to  be  cavefiil  that  men  of 
Tepobliean  principles  might  not  be  returned  to  serve  in  the 
%ext  parliament;  so  that  in  some  counties  the  elections  fell 
npon  men  void  of  all  religion.  And  in  other  places  the  peo^ 
pie  broke  through  the  disabling  cause.  Dr.  Barwick  says, 
they  paid  no  regard  to  it,  and  Monk  declared,  that  if  the  peo^ 
frfe  made  use  of  their  natural  rights  in  choosing  whom  they 
thought  fit,  without  reserve,  no  injury  should  be  done  them. 
Mb  that  when  the  bouses  met  it  was  evident  to  all  wise  meft 

,  4t  would  be  a  court-parliament* 

But  the  Scots  were  more  steady  to  the  covenant,  tad 
sent  over  the  reverend  Mr.  James  Sharp,  with  the  earfe  of 
Crawford  and  Lauderdale^  to  Holland,  humbly  to  put.  his 
teiajesty  in  mind,  that  the  kirk  of  Scotland  expected  protc^ 
tton  upon  the  footing  of  the  Presbyterian  establishment^ 
without  indulgence  to  sectaries.  Their  brethren  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  joined  in  the  address  to  the  sam^  purpose : 
and  some  of  the  English  Presbyterians  were  of  the  same 
tnind ;  ten  of  whom  met  the  Scots  commissioners  at  Lqadon, 
and  made  earnest  appUcations  to  the  general,  not  tcf  re^ 
store  the  king  but  upon  the  concessions  made  by  his  father 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight.*  But-  thi»  was  only  the  resolution  of 
&  few;  the  majority,  says-  Mr.  Sbarp^  were  for  moderate 
episcopacy,  upon  the  sehene  of  archbishop  Usher,  and  ther^ 
ibre  willing  to  hearken  to  an  accommodation  with  the 
church.  Dr.  Barwick  adde,t  <<  What  the  Presbyterians 
aimed  at,  who  wereirow  sopcriorto the  Independents,  wa^ 
that  all  matters  should  be  settled  according  to  the  treaty  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight/'  whi(A  gave  the  court  a  fair  opportunity 
of  referring  alt  chureb*matters  to  a  concilfatory  synoc^  the 
divines  of  each  party  to  W  summoned  when  the  king  should 
be  settled  OH  histhvone.  This  was  the  bait  that  was  laid  fetr 
the  Presbytmans,  and  was  the  rain  of  their  cause.  The 
Scots  kirk  stood  to  their  principles,  and  would  have  lHdde«> 
fiance  to  the  old  clergy,  but  Mr.  Calamy,.  Mtinton,  andAsfc^ 
informed  them  in  the  name  of  the  London  ministers*,  that 
the  general  stream  and  current  being  for  the  old  prelacy,  in 
its  pomp  and  height,  it  was  in  vain  to  hop^  for. establishing 

•  Ktonel't  GhroB.  p.  lOt.  104. 149.  t  Lift,  p,  «5«. 
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pt^^sbytefy,  which  made  theoi  lay  asidte  the  tboUgfhts  6f  it, 
and  fly  to  archbishop  Usher's  moderate  epistopaey.*  Thas 
they"  were  beaten  from  their  first  wof ks. 

But  if  the  tide  was  so  strcMig.  kgainst  tliem^  shoifld  they 
bavb  opened^he  sluices  and  let  in  the  eoem'y  at  once,  with)* 
out  a  single  article  of  capitulation  ?  It  is  hird  to  accomit 
for  this  conduct  of  the  Presbyterians,  without  impeachiBg 
their  understandings.  Indeed  the  Episcopal  clergy  gave 
them  good  words,  assuring  them,  that  all  things  should  be 
^  their  minds  whentfae  king  was  restored;  and  that  their 
relying  upon'  the  royal  word  would  be  a  mark  of  confidence 
which  his  majesty  woiild  always  remember,  and  wcteld  do 
honour  to  the  king,  who  had  been  so  long  neglected :  Bat 
should  this  have  induced  the  ministers  to  give  up  a  cause 
that  had  cost  so  much  treasure  and  blood,  and  become  htim« 
ble  petitioners  to  those  who  were  now  almost  at  their 
niercy  ?  For  they  could  not  but  be  sensible,  that  the  old 
Constitution  ihudt  return  with  the  king,  that  diocesan  epii* 
copacy  was  the  only  legal  establishment,  that  all  which  had 
*been  done  in  favour  of  presbytery  not  having  had  the  royal 
assent,  was  void  in  law,  therefore  they  and  their  friends 
wlio  had  not  epi&rcopal  ordination  and  indnction  inio  their 
Kving^s,  mast  be  looked  upon  as  intruders,  and  net  legal 
ministers  of  the  ehurch  of  England. 

'  But  notwithstanding  this  infatuation  and  vain  confidence 
In  the  court  and  the  clergy,  Mr.  Echard  would  set  aside  all 
their  merit,  by  saying,  ^^  Whatever  the  Presbyterians  did  in 
tbisafiair,  was  pYincipally  to  relieve  themselves  from  the 
t>ppres8ion  of  the  Independents,  who  had  wrested  the  power 
out  of  their  hands,  and  tiot  out  of  any  afiection  to  the  king 
and  church.^  Directly  contrary  to  his  majesty^  declaratioe 
concerning  ecclesiastical  afieira,  which  says,  ^^  When  we 
were  in  Holland  we  were  attended  with  many  grave  and 
lekmi^d  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion,  whom  to 
our  great  satisfaction  and  comfort  we  foand  to  be  fiiU  of 
affection  to  us,  of  ^eal  for  the  peace  of  <he  church  and  itate, 
and  neither  enemies^  (as  they  ha^ve  been  given  out  to  be) 
to  episcopacy  or  liturgy."  '  Bishop  Biimet  acknowledges,t 
thai  maiiy  oiiit&  Presbyterian  ministers,  chiefly  in  the  city 
of  London,  had  goneinto  the  design  of  the  restoration  in  sd 
signal  a  manner>  aed  with  such  success^  thattlpey  bad  greafc 

•  Kennoi'f  Chrori.  p.  J28.  "      t  Vol.  1.  p.  t39. 
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Bierit,  and  a  jiiai  title  to  very  high  preferments.     Me:^, 
Baxter*  gives  the  folio  wing -reasons  of  tlM^ir  conduct.  *'  Tber 
Presbyterians  (says  he)  were  influenced  by  the  covenant,  by. 
which,  and' by  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  king  and  his 
heirs;  they  apprehended  themselves  bound  to  do  their  utmost 
to  restore  the  king,  let  the  event  be  what  it  will."  But  thcoi 
be  adds,  **  Most  of  them  had  great  expectations  of  favour  and 
respect ;  and  because  the  king  had  taken  the  covenant  they 
hoped  he  would  remove  subscriptions,  and  leave  the  Com- 
ilion  Prayer  and  cereibonies  indifferaat ;  that  they  might  not 
be  cast  outbf  tlie  churches.  Some,  who  were  less  sanguine, 
d^ended  on  such  a  liberty  as  the  Protestants  had  in  France  ; 
but  others,  who  were  belter  acquainted  with  the  principle^ 
and  tempers  of  the  prelates,  declared  that  they  expected  tt> 
be  silenced,  imprisoned,  aad  banished,  bat  yet  they  Would 
do  their  parts  to  restore  the  king,  because  no  foreseen  ill 
cosse^uekice  ought  to  binder  them  from  doing  their  duty." 
Surely  these  were  better  Christians  than  casuists  1    When 
the  ministers  'waited  on  bis  majesty  in  Holland,  he  gave 
them  such  encouraging  promises,  says  Mr.  Bastt^r,  as  raised 
in  some  of  them  high  expectations.    When  he  came  t<» 
Whitehall  he  made  ten  of  them  his  chaplains ;  atid  whto 
he  went  to  the  house  to'  quicken  lite  passing  the  act  of  in- 
demnity, he  said,  <^  My  lords,  if  ydu  dd- not  join  with  me  in 
extinguishing  this  fear,  which  keeps  the  hearts  of  men 
awake,  you  keep  me  froni  performing  my  promise,  which  if 
I  had  not  made,  neither  I  nor  you  bad  been  now  here.    ! 
prfty  let  us  not  deceive  those  who  brought  or  permitted  us 
to  come  hither/'    Here  is  a  royal  declaration,  and  yet  all 
came  to  nothing.    The  reader  will  judge  hereafter  who 
were  most  to  hiame,  the  Episcopal  party,  for  breaking 
tiirough  sa  many  solemn  vows  and  protestations;  or  the 
Presbyterians,  for  bringing  in  the  king  without  a  previous 
treaty,  and  trusting  a  set  of  men  whom  they  knew  to  be 
tbiir  implacable  enemies.    I  can  think  of  no  decent  excuse 
for  the  formeie^;  and  the  best  apology  that  can  be  made  for 
the  latter  is,  thait  roost  of  them  lived  long  enough  to  see 
their  error  and  heartily  repent  it. 

In  the  t6terval  between  the  dissolution  of  the  long-par- 
Uameat,  and  the  iueeting  of  the  convcfntion  which.  Wpught^ 
in  the  kin^^,  general  Monk,  seeing  which  way  the  tide  ran, 
foil  Jn  with  the  stream,  and  ventured  to  torrespon^  .more 

•  Liff,  p.^14. 
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freely  with  tke  Ung  by  sir  J.  Grenyille,  who  brought  the 
general  a  letter^  and  was  sent  back  with  an  assurance  that 
he  would  serve  his  majesty  in  the  best  manner  he  could; 
fie  desired  the  king  to  remove  out  of  the  Spanish  dominions, 
»nd  promised,  that  if  hk  majesty  wrote  letters  to  the  parJLia'* 
flient,  he  would  deliver  them  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions^ 
Bishop  Burnet  says,  that  he  had  like  to  have  let  the  honour 
slip  through  his  fingers^  and  that  a  very  small  share  of  it 
really  belonged  to  him.* 

The  convention  met  April  25,  the  earl  of  Manchester 
being  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  of  jpeers^  and  sir  Har- 
boltle  Grimstone  of  the  commons.  At  the  opening  the 
sessions  Dr.  Reynolds  preached  before  the  houses^  April  SO 
was  appointed  for  a  fast,  when  Dr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Hardy 
preached  before  the  lords,  and  Dr.  Gauden,  Mr.  Calafny, 
and  Baxter,  before  the  commons;  all  except  Gauden  of  the 
Presbyterian  party.  Lord  Clarendon  says,  the  Presbyterian 
party  in  the  house  were  rather  troublesome  than  powerful ; 
but  others  with  great  probability  affirm,  that  the  body  of 
the  commons  were  at  first  of  that  party.  Next  day  after 
the  fast,  the  king  by  the  advice  of  the  general  having  re* 
moved  privately  to,  Breda,  and  addressed  letters  to  both 
houses ;  the  general  stood  up  and  acquainted  the  speaker, 
that  one  sir  J.  Grenville  had  brought  him  a  letter  from  the 
king,  but  that  he  had  not  presumed  to  open  it ;  and  that  the 
same  gentleman  attended  at  the  door  with  another  to  the 
house.  Sir  John  was  immediately  called  in,  and  having 
delivered  bis  letter  at  the  bar  withdrew,  and  carried  another 
to  the  lords.t  The  letter  contained  an  earnest  invitation 
to  the  commons  to  return  to  their  duty,  as  the  only  way  to 
a  settled  peace;  his  majesty  promising  an  act  of  oblivion- 
for  what  was  past,  and  all  the  security  they  could  desire  fbr 
their  liberties  and  properties,  and  the  rights  of  parliament, 
for  the  future. 

•  Under  the  same  cover  was  enclosed  his  majesty's  declara- 
tion from  Breda,  granting  <' a  general  pardon  to  all  his  loving 

,  •  Bornet,  wo\.  %,  p,  125. 

t  Twodajs  after  sir  JolinGreprille  received  the  thanks  of  the  hoase,  for  delivering; 
the  king's  letter,  in  a  high  strain  of  joj  and  adolation :  and  the  hooite'  voted  hira  500/. 
to  bttjr  a  jewel,,  as  a  badge  of  thd  hononr  due  to,  the  person  wh^m  '' the  kiiig  had 
honoured  to  be  the  messenger  of  his  gracious  message.'*  The  citj  of  London  also 
presented  to  bin)  and  lord  Bfordaant,  who  bropgbt  them  hfs  majesty's  letter,  dOO/i' 
pjt  boj  them  rings,  Dr.  (^rt/s  ExMtau^out  vol.  3.  p*.96Q»  t6l,  and  note  (o).~-Ep , 
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fiotrjeets  wlib  flhmild  lny  hold  af  it  within  forty  d^ys^  except 
such  who  should  be  excepted  by  perltament.    Thq^e  only., 
excepted  (says  be),  let  all  our  subjects,  bow  faulty  soterer^ 
rely  upon  the  word  of  a  king  solemnly  given,  that  no  crime  , 
committed  against  us,  or  our  royal  father,  shall  ever  b? . 
brought  into  question  to  the  prejudice  of  their  lives,  estates, 
er  reputation.    We  do  also  declare  a  liberty  to  tender  con- , 
sciences,  and  that  no  nan  shall  be  disquieted  or  called  in  ■ 
question  for  differences  of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion^ . 
which  do  not  disturb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.    And  we 
shall  be^  ready  to  consent  to  such  an  act  of  parliament  as 
upon  mature  deliberation  shall  be  offered  to  us  for  the  full . 
granting  that  indulgence. — "    Upon  reading  these  letters^ 
the  commons  voted,  that  according  to  the  ancient  cpnatitu^  , 
tion,  the  government  of  this  kingdom  is,  and  ought  to  be,^ 
by  king,  lords,  and  commons;  and  a. committee,  was  ap-? 
pointed  to  draw  up  a  dutiful  letter,  inviting  his  majesty  to  . 
return  to  his  dominions :  money  was  voted  to  defray  his  ^ 
expenses;  a  deputation  of  lords  and  commons  was  sent  to 
attend  his  majesty ;  and  the  fleet  was  ordered  to  convey 
him  home.    Sir  Matthew  Hale  moved,  that  a  committee 
might  be  appointed  to  review  the  propositions  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  and  was  seconded  in  the  motion ;  but  Monk, 
who  was  prepared  for  such,  a  motion,  stood  up^  and^said, 
<^  the  nalion  was  now  quiet,  but  there. were  many  iacendta- 
ries  upon  the  watch  trying  where  they  could  first  raise  a 
flame;  that  he  could  not  answer  for  the  peace  of  the  kkig-<- 
dom  or  army,  if  any  delays  were  put  to  the  sending  for  the  . 
king.    What  need  is  there  of  it  (says  he),  when  he  is.  to 
bring  neitherjarms  nor  treasure  Along  with  him  V*    He  then 
added,  ^<  that  he  should  lay  the  blame  of  all  the  bloocl  and 
mischief  that  might  follow,  on  the.  heads  of  those  who 
should  insist  upon  any  motion  that  might  retard  the  present  . 
settlement  of  the  nation."*     Which  frightened  the  house 
into  a  coDfipliance.    And  this  was  all  the  service  general 
Monk  did  towards  the  king's  restoration,  for  which  he  was 
rewarded  with  a  garter,  a  dukedom,  a  great  estate  in  land, 
and  with  one  of  the  highests  posts  of  honour  and  profit  in 
the  kingdom. 

Thus  was  the  king  voted  home  in  a  hurry,  which  was 
owing  t6  the  flattering  representations  made  by  lord  Cla^  < 

♦  B(irn«t,  Tdl,  1.  p.  125,  l24,.19mo. 
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ce^idoo  ia  faia  Ifiiltere  of  the  kite's  gi^bdniature,  virCHe^  ftfo- 
4>ity^  and  applicatipq  to  busiEiess;*  so  that  when  the  eaii 
of  Sottthaoipton  saw  afterward  what  the  king  was  lik^  to 
prove,  he  said  once  in  great  wrath  to  the  chancellor,  **  that 
it  was  to  him  they  owed  all  they  either  felt  or  feared ;  fot 
if  he  had  not  possessed  them  iQ  all  his  letters  with  such  an 
opioion  of  the.kihg)  they  would  have  taken  careto  have  put  it 
out  of  his  power  either  to  do  himself  or  them  any  mischief, 
jwfaich  was  like  to  be  the  effect  of  their  trusting  him  64^' 
entirely."  To  which  Hyde  answered,  that  "  he  thought 
theJking  had  so  true  a  judgment,  and  so  much  good-nature, 
that  when  the  age  of  pleasure  should  he  over,  and  the  idle^^ 
ness  of  his  ^xile,  which  made  him  seek  new  diversions  fov 
"want  of  other  employment,  was  turned  to  an  obligation  to 
mind  affiiirs,  then  he  would  have  shaken-  off  these  entangle** 
mefits/'    But  here  the  chancellor  was  mistaken. 

When  the  lords  and  commcHis  sent  ov^er  a  deputMion  to 
itl»..kingat  Breda,  the  London  ministers  moved  that  a  pasa 
might  be  granted  to  some  of  their  number,  to  wait  upon  bis 
majesty  with  an  address  from  their  brethren ;  accordingly 
Dr.  Reynolds,  Dr.  Sporstow,  Mr.  Calamy,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr; 
Mantan,  and  Mr.  Case,  were  delegated,  who  went  ovet* 
with  three  or  four  attendants,  and  had  an  audience  May  17, 
wherein,  according  to  lord  Clarendon,  '^  they  magnified 
their  own,  and  the  affection  of  their  friends,  who  had  always 
wished  his  miyesty^s  restoration,  according  to  the  cove^ 
fiant,  and  had  lately  fnf(»rmed  the  people  of  their  duty  to 
invite  him  home.  They  thanked  God  for  his  majesty'^ 
constancy  to  the  Protestant  religU>n,  and  declared  them- 
^Ives  no  enemies  to  moderate  episcopacy,  only  they  desired 
ihat  sncbibings  might  not  be  pressed  upon  them  in  God'a 
worship,  which  in  their  judgments  that  used  them  were  in^ 
different,  but  by  others  were  held  to  be  unlawful.'^t  But 
the  tables  were  now  turned  :  the  king  spoke  kindly  to  them, 
and  acknowledged  their  services,  but  told  them,  be  would 
jrefei*  all  to  the  wisdom  of  the  parliament.  At  another 
audience  (if  we  may  believe  the  noble  historian)  they  met 
with  very  different  usage  ;  far  when  they  entr^ted  his  ma-^ 
Jesty  at  his  first  landing  not  to  use  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  entire  and  formally  in  his  chapel,  it  hiiving  been 
Jong  laid  aside,  ^e  king  replied  with  some  warmth,  ''  th^t 

<^Xlaraidon,p.8^,S9.         t  Kea^el'^  CIproB.  p.  1^9.    Compl.  Hht.  p.  S^.     ^ 
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ifrbfle  he  gaT6  tbem  liberty  he  would  not  hate  his  awn 
taken  away.  That  he  had  always  used  that  form  of  service 
which  he  thought  the  best  in  the  worlds  and  had  never  dis- 
continaed  it  in  places  where  it  was  more  disliked  than,  be 
hoped  it  was  by  them.  That  when  he  came  into  England 
he  should  not  severely  inquire  how  it  was  used  in  olJier 
>cburches,  but  he  would  have  no  other  used  in  his  own  cha* 
pel."*  They  then  besought  him  with  moi^^iinportunity^ 
that  the  use  of  the  surplice  might  be  discontinued  by  his 
chaplains,  because  it  would  give  o&nc^ ;  but  the  king  was 
as  inexorable  in  that  point  a$  the  other,  and  told  them, 
that  it  was  a  decent  habit,  and  had  been  long  used  in  .the 
church ;  that  it  had  been  still  retained  by  him,  and  that;  he 
would  never  discountenance  that  good  old  practice  of  the 
church  in  which  he  had  been  bred.  Mr.  Baxter  says^  .the 
king  gave  them  such  encouraging  promises  of  peace,  as  raised 
some  of  them  to  high  expectations.  He  never  refused  tnem 
a  private  audience  when  they  desired  it  $  and  to  amuse  them 
farther,  whi)e  they  were  once  waiting  in  an  antiehambery 
his  majesty  said  his  prayers  with  such  an  audible  voice  in 
the  room  adjoining,  that  the  ministers  might  hear  him ; 
**  he  thanked  God  that  he  was  a  covenanted  king;. that  he 
hoped  the  liord  would  give  him  an  humble,  meek,  forgiving 
spirit ;  that  he  might  have  forbearance  towards  his  offepd- 
ing  subjects^  as.  he  expected  forbearaBce  from  offeujied 
Heaven.''  Upon  hearing  which  old  Mr.  Case  lifted  up  his 
biands  to  heaven>t  and  blessed  God  who  had  given  th«p  a 
praying  king.  .         .^   . 

Though  the  bishops  held  a  private  carrespondencewith 
chancellor  Hyde,  and  by  him  were  assured  of  the  king's  fa* 
vour,  they  were  not  less  forward  than  the  Presbyterians  in 
their  application  to  his  majesty  himself;  for  while  he. re^ 
mainedat  Breda,  Mr.  Bar  wick,  was  sent  over  with,  the  foU 
lowing  instructions  : —    .   ^ 

*  Keonet't  Chren..p.  %^S, 

t  Mr.  Daniel  "Dyke,  who,  soon  after  tbe  Restoration,  volantariljr  resigned  tli« 
Kving  of  Hadbam-Magna  in  H^rtfofdsliire,  shewed  more  diseemmAH^and  jadgoMnK 
For  wbf9n  Mft.  Case,  to  indocebim  to  conl^inQe  in  it,  related  the  king's  bebatioory 
and  argned  what  a  bopefnl  prospect  it  gave  tbem,  Mr.  Dyke  wiselj  answered, 
■*'  that  tbey  did  bnt  deceive  and  flatter'  tbemselTet ;  tbat  if  the  king  was  sincere  ia 
fkUk  show  of  piefjr  and  great  respect  foe  tbem  and  their  religion ;  yet,  when  he  came 
to  be  settled,  the  party  that  had  formerly  adhered  to  bim,  a|id  the  creatures  that  would 
come  ever  with  himi  woili^biAVe  the  maaagemeBt  of  pabKo  «fiiuni,  and  ^oirid  eir- 
cumyenl  ail  tbeir  designs,  and  in  all  probabiliij  not  only  torn  tbem  oat,,  bat  take 
away  tbeiV  liberty  too."  Crosby's  History  of  the  Baptists,  Vol.' if .  p.  557  ;  mi4 
FsImer'iMADooiffQrmists'Memqnftl,  Tol.8.p.43.—Bo.  . 
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c  J.jHfi  was  to  .Wait  upon  the  right.  bonoiiraUe  the  lord-- 
xbanoellor  of  England,  and  beg  his  lordship's  assistance  to 
rpresent  a  most  humbl«^  petition  to  his  majesty  in  the.  name 
of  the  bishops,  and  then  to  deliver  their  lordships'  letters  to 
the  chancellor,  to  the  lord-lieutensint  of  Ireland,  and  to  the 
secretary  of  state,  wherein  they  returned  those  great  men 
th^ir  most  thankful  acknowledgments,  for  their,  piety. and 
affection  fo  the  church  in  the  late  most  afflicted  state.   ■ 

2.  He  was  then  to  give  his  majesty  a  distinct  account 
of  the  present  state  of  the  church  in  all  the  particulars 
wherein  his  majesty  desired  to  be  informed ;  and  to  bring 
the  bishops  back  bis  majesty's  commands,  with  regard  to  ail 
.that  should  be  thought  proper  for  them,  or  any  of  them, 
to  do.      ' 

.3*  Me  was  hdmbly  to  ask  his  majesty's  pleasure,  with  re- 
gard to  some  of  the  bishops  waiting  on  the  sea^coast  to  pay 
their  duty  to  his  majesty,  when  by  God's  blessing  he  should 
soon. land  in  England;  and  whether  it  was  his  royal  plea- 
sure, that  they  should  attend  him  there  in  their  episcopal 
hi^bits;  and  at  what  time  and  place,  and  how  many,  and 
which  of  tbem  his  majesty  pleased  should  wait  his  arrival. 
.  4.  He  was  also  to  inquire  concerning. the  number  of  his 
ngiajesty's  chaplains ;.  whether  any  of  them,  besides  those  in 
waiting,  should  attend  his  arrival  upon  the  coast;  and  to 
beg  that  his  majesty  would  vouchsafe  to  appoint  how  many, 
and  who. 

..Su  He  was  most  humUy  to  beseech  his  majesty,  that  if 
J>]r.  Lushington,  formerly  the  king's  chaplain,  should  offer 
to  oflSciate  in  timt  capacity,  his  majesty  would  be  pleased 
not  to  indulge  him.  in  that  favour,  till  inquiry  should  be 
jnade  concerning  his  suispected  faith  and  principles..  [He 
was  a  Spcinian.] 

.6.  Since  it  has  been  customary  for  our  kings  to  celebrate 
public  thanksgivings  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral,  he  was  hum* 
bly  to  beseech  his  majesty,  to  signify  what  was  his  royal 
pleasure  in  this  behalf,  considering  the  ruinous  estate  of 
jtbat  church., 

7..  His  last  .instruction  was  to  give  a  just  and  due  account 
to  his  majesty,  why  the  affair  filling  up  the  vacant  sees  had 
met  witU  no  better  success. 

.  Mr.  Barwick  was  most  graciously  received  by  the  king  and 
bis  ministers,  and  the  Sunday  after  his  arrival  at  JEkeda  was 
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appointed  to  praach  before  his  majesty.^  "Tlie  coart  wm 
as  yet  very  KHich  upon  their  gusri  with  respect  to  the  Pye»- 
byterianB;  but  the  flames  began  to  kindle  at  home;  th^ 
Episcopal  clergy  not  observing  any  measures  of  prudence 
•in  their  sermons ;  Dr.  Griffith,  having  preached  an  angry 
sermon  before  the  general  at  Mercers-Hall,  March  25,  on 
Prov*  xxiv.  Si  ;  '*My  son,  fear  thou  the  Lord  and  the 
king^  and  meddle  not  with  them  that  are  given  to -change,^ 
was  for  a  pretence  confined  to  Newgate,  but  in  a  few  days 
was  released,  and  published  his  sermon  with  a  dedication 
to  the  general. — Others  in  their  sermons  took  upon  them  to 
threaten  those  who  had  hitherto  had  the  power  in  their 
hands;  of  which  the  king  being  advised,  commanded  chan- 
cellor Hyde  to  acquaint  his  correspondents,  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely apprehensive  of  inconvenience  and  mischief  to  the 
church  and  himself,  from  offences  of  that  kind,  and  ordered 
him  to  desire  Mr.  Barwick  and  JDr.  Morley  to  use  tbeii' 
credit  and  authority  with  such  men,  and  to  let  them  know 
from  his  majesty  the  tenderness  of  the  conjuncture.  The 
ichancellor  accordingly,  in  his  letter  from  Breda,  April  16, 
1660,  wrote  the  king's  sense,  and  added,  that  if  occasion 
required  they  were  to  speak  to  the  bishopsof  Ely  and  Salis- 
bury to  interpose  their  authority  to  conjure  these  men  to 
make  abetter  judgment  of  the  season,  and  not  to  awaken 
those  jealousies  and  apprehensions  which  all  men  should 
endeavour  to  extinguish.  <<  And  truly  I  hope  (says  the 
chancellor),  if  faults  of  this  kind  are  not  committed,  that 
both  the  church  and  the  kingdom  will  be  better  dealt  with 
than  is  imagined;  and  I  am  confident  these  good  men  will 
be  more  troubled  that  the  church  should  undergo  a  new 
suflTerlDg  bjr  their  indiscretion,  thun  for  all  that  they  have 
sufiered  hitherto  themselves." 

Tbedottds  gathering  thus  thidk  ovmr  the  late  managers, 
everyone  began  to  shift  for  himself.  Richard 'Oom  well 
resigtied  his  chancellorship  of  the  university  of  Oxford  the 
very  day  the  king  was.  invited  home,  and  retired  beyond 
sea :  he  had  offered  to  relinquish  it  when  he  was  divesteA 
of  the  protectorship,  as  appears  by  his  letter  on  that  ooca^ 
sion,  which  says, — ^^  You  should  have  had  fuller  expetf^ 
«nce  of  my  high  esteem  for  learning  and  'learned  men,  if 
Providence  had  continued  me  in  my  high  station ;  but  as  I 

f        '   *  Life  of  Bsnijek,  p.  6i%  note. 
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accepted  of  U«B  honour  of  liemj  ^ur  ehtaeellor  in  order 
4q  furomote  y^ii  proi^raty^  I  as^of^yottl  will  divest 'myself 
otihe  bonour  wheo  it  will  contribute  to  your  advautagiet"* 
Accordihgly,  as  soon  as  the  king's  return  was  voted,  he 
«eot  them  tbe  fojlowing  rosignation  t 
**  Getntl<»nen» 

^^  I  «hall  always  retain  a  heiirty  sense  pf  my  former  obli- 
gations to  yott^  in  your  free  election  of  me  to  the  office  off 
your  chancellor;  and  it  is  no  iraaall  trouble  to  my  thoughts^ 
when  I  consider  how  little  serviceable  I  have  be^n  to  you 
in  that  relation.  But  since  the  ciU-wise  providence  of  God, 
which  I  desire  always  to  adore  and  boW  down  unto,  has 
been  pleased  to  change  my  conditiou,  that  I  am  not  in  a 
capacity  to  answer  the  ends  of  the  office, — I  do  therefore 
luost  freely  resign  and  give  up  all  my  right  and  interest 
therein^  but  shall  always  retain  nay  affection  and  esteem  finr 
yoU|  with  my  prayers  for  your  continual  prospmty,  that| 
amidst  the  many  examples  of  the  iBstability  and  revolutions 
of  human  affairs,  you  may  still  abide  flourishing  and  fruit* 
ful.    Gentlemen, 

"  Hursley,  Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant,    - 

"  May  6,  1660.  Rich.  Cbomwbll." 

Thus  Richard  went  off  the  stage  of  public  action.  ^^  As 
be  was  innocent  of  all  the  evil  his  father  had  done  (says 
Burnett),  so  there  was  no  prejudice  laid  ngf^inst  him.  Upon 
bis  eidvancement  to  the  protectorship,  the  city  of  JLoodon, 
and;almo8t  all  the  counties  of  England,  sent  him  addresses 
of  congratulation ;  :but  when  he  found  the  times  too  bois^ 
terous  he  readily  withdrew,  and  became  a  private  man ; 
and  as  he  had  done  no  hurt  to  any  body,  so.  nobody  ever 
studied  to  bur  thim.  A  rare  instance  pf  the  instability  oi 
human  greatness;  and  of  the  security  of  innocence!  In 
bis  younger  years  he.  had  not  all  that  zeal  for  religion  as 
was  the  foshionof  the  times ;  but  those  who  knew  him  well 
in  the  latter  part  of  life  have  assured  me,  that  he  was  a^ 
perfect  gentleman  in  his  behaviour,  well  acquainted  with 
public  afl&irs,  of  great  gravity,  and  real  piety  ;  but  so  very 
toode^t,  that  h^  would  not  be  distinguished  or  known  bjf 
any  name  but  the  feigned  one  of  Mr.  Clarke.j:  He  died  c^ 
Theobalds  about  the  year  1712. 

•  kennel's  Chron.'  p.  141 .  t  Vpl.  1.  p.  116, 117. 

4  Under  ihU  name  he  lived,  for  some  years,  priTatelj  at  Harifey  about  seven 
miles  from  JUimtej,  now  the  leat  of  sir  Thoma*  Heathcot^,  baft,  and  attended  ^m 
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Tile  king  landed  at  Dover  May  S6^  and  came  the  laofe 
night  to  Canterbury,  where  be  rested  the  n^xt  day,  and  oa 
Tuesday,  May  29,  rode  in  triumph  with  his  two  brothers^ 
through  the  city  of  JLiondon  to  Whitehall,  amid%t  the  accla- 
mations of  an  innumerable  crowd  of  spectators.*  As  he 
passed  along,  old  Mr.  Authur  Jackson,  an  eminent  Pres- 
byterian minister,  presented  his  majesty  with  a  rich  em- 
bossed Bible,  which  he  was  pleased  to  receive,  and  to 
declare  it  his  resolution  to  make  that  book  the  rule  of  his 
conduct.t 

,  Two  days  after  the  king's  arrival  at  Whitehall,  his  .ma* 
jesty  went  to  the  house  of  peer^,  and  after  a  short  congra- 
tulatory speech  passed  an  act,  turning  the  present  conven- 
tion into  a  parliament.  After  which  the  houses  for  them- 
selves, and  all  the  commons  of  England,  laid  hold  of  his 
majesty's  most  gracious  pardon,  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  an  act  of  indemnity  for  all  vwho  had  been  con* 
cerned  in  the  preceding  commotions,  except  the  late  king^a 
judges,  and  two  or  three  others. 

Had  the  directions  given  for  the  choice  of  this  parlia*^ 
nient  been  observed,  no  royalist  could  have  sat  in  the  house ; 
however,  their  numbers  were  inconsiderable ;  the  cpnyen- 
tied  was  a  Presbyterian  parliament,  and  had  the  courage 
to  avow  the  justice  and  lawfulness  of  taking  arms  against 
the  late  king  till  the  year  1648  ;}:  for  when  Mr.  Lenthall, 
speaker  of  the  long-parliament,  in  order  to  shew  the  since- 
rity of  his  repentance,  had  said,  that  he  that  first  drew  bis 
sword  against  the  late  king,  committed  a^  great  an  offence 
as  he  that  cut  off  his  head ;  he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and 
feoeived  the  following  reprimand  from  the  present  speaker^ 
by  order  of  the  house. 

'^Sir, 
'■■  *' The  house  has  taken  great  offence  at  what  you  have 
said,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  house,  contains  as  high 
a  reflection  upon  the  justice  of  the  proceedings  of  the  lords 
and  commons  of  the  last  parliament,  in  their  actings  before 
1648,  as  could  be  expressed.  They  apprehend  there  is  much 
poison  in  the  said  words,  and  that  they  were  spoken  out  of 

meeting-boose  in  Romsej.  The  pew  iu  which  be  used  to  sit  is  still  in  beingf  mud 
preserved  entire  at  the  church's  removal  to  Iheirnew  hoase,  as  a  relic  worthy  of  no- 
tice.    Mr.  Thomson's  MS.  Collections,  under  the  word  Romsey* — Bd. 

•  Dr.  Grey  gives  from  Keliard  and  Heath  a  desciiption  of  Hie  proce8sioii.^-EB« 
-  t  Bailer's  Life,  p,  «18.      '  %  Echard,  p.  766. 
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design  id  jnflaine,:and  to  render  tlieoi  wbadreir  th^  sword 
to  bring  delinquents  to  punishment,  and  to  vindicate  thek 
just  liberties,  into  balance  with  them  who  cut  off  the  king':) 
head ;  of  which  they  express  their  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion. Therefore  I  am  commanded  to  let  you  know,  that 
had  these  words  fallen  out  at  any  other  time  in  this  parlia- 
ment but  when  they  had  considerations  ofiiiercy  and  indem- 
nity, you  ufight  have  ejrpected  a  sharper  and  severer  sen- 
tence. Nevertheless^  I  am,  according  to  command,  to  give 
you  a  sharp  reprehension,  and  I  do  as  sharply  and  severely 
as  I  can  repi*ehend  you  for  it." 

But  it  viras  to  little  purpose  to  justify  the  civil  war,  wfaeii 
they  were  yielding  up  all  they  had  been  contending  for  to 
the  court  ;*  for  though  they  stopped  short  of  the  lengths 
of  the  next  parliament,  they  increased  his  majesty*s  reve- 
nues so  much,  that  if  he  bad  been  a  frugal  prince  be  might 
have  lived  without  parliaments  for  the  future.  The  re- 
storing the  king  after  this  manner  without  any  treaty,  or  one 
single  article  for  the  securing  men  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  and  civil  liberties^  was,  as  bishop  Burnet 
observes,^  the  foundation  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  na- 
tion und6r  this  reign.  And  as  another  right  reverend  pre- 
late observes,  the  restoration  of  the  king  in  this  high  and 
absolute  manner^  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  king's  future 
miscarriages ;  so  that  if  the  revolution  by  king  William 
and  queen  Mary  had  not  taken  place,  the*  restoration  had 
been  no  blessing  to  the  nation. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  this  wtis-  not  a  legal 
parliament,  for  the  Rump  had  no  power  to  appoint  keepers 
of  the  liberties  of  England ;  nor  had  the  keepers  a  right  to 
issue  out  writs  for  election  of  a  new  parliament;  nor  could 
the  king's  writ,  without  the  subsequent  choice  of  the  people, 
make  them  so.  All  the  laws  therefore  made  by  this  cbii^ 
vention,  and  all  the  punishments  inflicted  upon  offenders  in 
pursuance  of  them,  were  not  strictly  legal ;  which  the  court 
wefe  so  apprehensive  of  that  they  prevailed  with  the  next 
parliament  to  confirm  them.  When  this  convention^parlia- 
meiitJiad  set  aboOt  eight  months,  it  was  dissolved  Decem- 
ber 29,  partty  because  it  was  not  legally  chosen,  and  be- 
cause it  was  too  much  Presbyterian;  the  prime  minister 

•  IU^,p.«S8;    '  t  Ptgelt62 
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[Hyde]  havings  now  formed  adesign,  in  /ooneert  wkk' Ike 
bishops,  of  evacuating  the  charch  of  all  the  Presbyterians. 

The  managing  PcesbyteriaBS  still  buoyed. themselves  up 
urith  hopes  of  a  comprehension  within  the  church,  though 
tbey  bad  parted  with  all  their  weight  and  influence ;.  .aUd 
from,  directors  were  become  humble  supplicants  to  those 
very  men  who  a  few  months  before  lay  at  their  feet.  They 
Jbad  now  no  other  refuge  than  the  king's  clemency,  whicb 
was  directed  by  chancellor  Hyde  and  the  bishops ;  but  %b 
l^eep  them  quiet,  his  majesty  condescended,  at  the  instance 
of  the  earl  of  Manchester,  to  admit  ten  of  their  number 
into  the  list  of  his  chaplains  in  ordinary,  viz,  Drs.  Reynolds, 
Spurstow,  Wallis,  Man  ton,  B&tes ;  Mr.  Calamy,  Ashe,  Cas^ 
Baxter,  and  Woodbridge.* 

*  But  none  of  these  divines  were  called  to  preach  at  coinrt, 
except  Dr.  Reynolds,  Dr.  Spurstow,  Mr.  Calamy^  and  Mr. 
Baxter,  each  of  them  once.  Here  again  the  Presbyterians 
were  divided  in  their  politics,  some  being  for  going  asr  fitr 
jss  they  could  with  the  court,  and  others  for  dravf  ing  back. 
Of  the  former  sort  were,  Mr.- Calamy,  Dp.  Reynolds,  and 
Mr.  Ashe,  who  were  entirely  directed  by  the  earl  of  Man* 
Chester,  and  had  frequent  assemblies  at  his  hon^e ;  to  them 
were,  joined  Dr.  Bates,  Dr.  Manton,  and  most  of  the  city- 
ministers  ;  but  Dr.  Seamen,  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  others,  were 
of  another  party ;  these  were  a  little  estranged  frpm  the 
rest  of  their  brethren,  and  meddled  not  with  politics,  says 
Mr.  Baxter,t  because  the  court  gave  them  no  encourage* 
ment,  their  design  being  only  to  divide  them;  but  the 
former  had  niqre  confidence  in  their  superiors,  and  carried 
on  A  treaty^  till  by  force  and  violence  they  were  beaten  put 
of  the  field. 

Upon  the  king's  arrival  at  Whitehall,  the  liturgy  of  the^ 
church  of  Ekigland  was  restored  to  bis  ms(^esty's  chap^l^  an4 
in  several  churches  both  in  city  and  country ;  for  it  was  justlj^ 
observed,  that  all  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  long-parliament 
which  had  not  the  royal  assent  were  in  themselves  null,  and 
therefore  prelacy  was  still  the  legal  establishment,  and  the 
ComnMm  Prayer  the  only  legal  form  of  wprshipi  and  that 
they  were  punishable  by  the  laws  of  tbe  land  who  officiate^ 
by  any  other.    The  king  in  his  declaration  had  desired^  tha|» 

9  K«ii|i«t*8  Cbron.  p.  162.  t  Baxter's  life,  p.  f99. 
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the  PresbyterisnB  would  read  so  niacli  of  Che  Ittargy  as  they 
themselv^  had  no  exception  against^  but  most  of  them  de* 
dined  the  proposal.'"'  But  to  set  an  example  to  the  rest  of 
tjhie  nation  the  house  of  peers,  two  days  after  .the  king  waa 
proclaimed^  appointed  Mr.  Marston  to  read  divine  service 
before  them,  in  his  fbrmalitiesi  aeeording  to  the  Goramoa 
Prayer-hook ;  and  the  Sunday  following  Dr.  Gainlen 
preaohed,  and  administered  the  sacrament  to  several  of  the 
peers,  who  received  it  kneeling.  On^the  Slst  of  May  they 
orderied/that  the  form  of  prayers  formerly  used  should  bi^ 
constantly  read  in  their  house,  provided  that  no  prejudice/ 
penalty,  or  reflectioo,  shall  be  on  any  who  are  not  present* 
The  house  of  tiommons  followed  the  example  of  the  lords; 
and  before  the  end  of  the  year  many  of  the  parochial  clergy, 
who  scropled  the  use  of  the  service-book,  were  prosecuted 
foroffencflng  against  the  statutes  made  in  that  behalf;  the 
justices  of  the  peace  and  others  insisting,  Ihat  the  laws  re- 
turned with  the  king,  and'  that  they  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  the  neglect  of  them. 

The  old  sequestered  clergy  flocked  in  great  nnmbert- 
about  the  court,  magnifying  their  sufferings,  and  makiiig. 
interest  for  preferment;. every  one  took  possession  of  the 
living  from  which  be  had  been  ejected;  by  which  means 
some  hundreds  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy  were  dispossessed 
at  once.  Upon  this  the  heads  of  that  party  waited  upoa 
the  king,  and  prayed,  that  though  all  who  had  lost  their 
livings  for  malignancy,  or  disaffection  to  the  late  powers, 
were  restored,  yet  that  those  ministers  who  succeeded  such 
as  had  been  ejected  for  scandal,  might  keep  their  places ; 
but  the  court  paid  no  regard  to  their  petitions.  However, 
where  the  incumbent  was  dead,  his  majesty  yielded  tbatthe 
living  should  be  confirmed  to  the  present  possessor. 

-The  head9  of  colleges  and  fellows  who  bad  been  ejected- 
in  the  late  times,  were  no  less  forward  in  their  applications 
to  be  restored;  upon  which  the  parliament  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive  their  petitions.  Dr.  Goodwin  having 
resigned  his  presidentship  of  Magdalen-college,  the  lords 
ordered,  ^^  that  Dr.  Oliver  be  restored  in  as  full  and  ample 
manner  as  formerly  he  enjoyed  it,  till  the  pleasure  of  his 
majesty  be  fertheir  known,  iindthe  three  senior  f^ows 
wercf  appointed  to  put  this  ord^r  in  execution/'f  Theeject* 

*  Krattel'a  Cliron.  p.  43t.  f  Ibid.  p.  Hi. 
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ed  fellows  of  New-coHege,  Oxon,  petitioned  at  tie  samcr 
time  to  be  restored ;  upon  which  the  lords  ordered.  May  19, 
that  ^^  Robert  Grove,  John  Lampshire^  &c.  late  fellows  of 
New-college.  Oxon,  and  all  others  who  were  unjustly 
ejected  out  of  their  fellowships,  he  forthwith  restored ;  and 
that  all  such  fellows  as  have  been  admitted  contrary  to  the' 
statute  be  forthwith  ejected;  and  that  no  new  fellows  be 
admitted  contrary  to  the  statutes."*  And  to  prevent  fiirther 
applications  of  this  kind,  the  lords  passed  this  general  order, 
June  4,  <<  that  the  chancellors  of  both  universities  shall  take 
care  that  the  several  colleges  in  the  said  universities  shalt 
be  governed  according  to  their  respective  statutes ;  and  that 
such  persons  who  have  been  unjustly  put  out  of  their  head* 
ships,  fellowships,  or  other  oflScers  relating  to  the  several 
colleges  or  universities,  may  be  restored  according  to  the 
said  statutes  of  the  university,  and  founders  of  colleges 
therein."t 

Pursuant  to  this  order,  there  followed  a  yery  considerable 
change  in  both  universities^  commissioners  being  appointed; 
by  the  king  to  hear  and  determine  all  causes  relating  to  this 
afiair,  who  in  the  months  of  August  and  September  restored- 
all  such  as  were  unmarried  to  their  respective  places.  In 
the  university  of  Oxford,  besides  Dr.  Oliver  already  men- 
tioned, the  following  heads  of  colleges  were  restored,  and- 
the  present  possessors  ejected. 

Heads  of j^kges^restand,  Pmidm  of  Inthe  plaeeafheadMiiecUd. 

Dr.  Hannibal  Potter,  Trinity-coIIe^a  Dr.  Seth  Ward 

Dr.  Riahard  Bajl j,  St.  John's  coUejj^  Mr.  Thank.  Owen 

Dr.  Fraocis  Mansel,  Jesas-coIIege  Mr.  Francis  Howel 

Dr.  Robert  Newlin,  Corpw  Cbriati-college  Dr.  Edward  Stauntoa      ^ 

Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon,  All  Sools-college  Dr.  Meredith,  dee. 

Dr.  Thomas  Yate,  Brazen  Nose- college  Dr.  D.  Greenwood 

Mr.  Henry  Wigfatwick,  Pembroke*college  Dr.  Henry  Langley. 

N.B.  This  Mr.  Wightwick  was  ejected  a  second  time  1664.. 

Mr.  Henry  Wightwick,   St.  Marj's-hail  Mr.  Thomas  Cole 

Dr.  Robert  Sannderson    Regius  Prof,  in  Divinity       Dr.  John  Conant 
Dr.  Thomas  Willis  Nat.  Phil,  reader  Dr.  Josh.  Crosse' 

Dr.  John  Fell  f  Can.  of  Chr.  Ch.  and  Uni.  )  j,,  „.,  .   «.„^. 

Dr.  Robert  SoQtb  {      orator  J  Mr.  Ralph  Bottom 

Dr.  Thomas  Barlow      |  ^.fg^Jl^Jj;;'*'""'*  "^  \  Dr.  H.  Wilkinson, .«,. 

Besides  these,  all  surviving  ejected  feliows  of  colleges: 
were  restored  without  exceptions^  and  such  as  had  beea- 

•  KeAnet't  C1*ob.  p.  155*  t  Ibid.  p.  175»' ' 
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Boniinated  by  thecomoiissioners  in  1648,  or  elected  in  any 
other  manner  than  according  to  the  statutes,  ivere  ejected, 
and  their  places,  declared  vacant. 

The  like  alterations  were  made  in  the  university  of  Cam<- 
bridge.  The  earl  of  Manchester,  chancellor,  was  obliged  to 
send  the  following  letter  to  the  university,  dated  August  3, 
for  restoring  Dr.  Martin  to  the  mastership  of  Queen's  col- 
lege, whom  be  kad  ejected  for  scandal  by  letters^  under  his 
hand,  dated  March  13,  1643. 

^'  Whereas  I  am  informed,  that  Dr.  £d.  Martin  has  been 
wrongfully  put  out  of  his  mastership;  these  are  to  signify, 
to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I  do,  by  Virtue  of  an  au* 
thprity  given  to  me,  by  the  lords  assembled  in  parliament, 
restore  him  to  his  said  mastership,  together  with  all  lodg- 
ings, &c.  appertaining  to  his  place,  from  henceforth  to  have 
and  enjoy  all  profits,  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages,  be* 
longing  thei-euntp,  unless  cause  be  shewn  to  the  contrary 
within  ten  days  after  the  date  hereof."*  This  gentleman 
was  accordingly  restored,  and  with  him  several  others  ^  as, 

Heads  of  colleges  restored.  Master  of  In  place  of  heads  ejected. 

Dr.  J.  CosiDS  '  Peter-hoase  Dr.  Lazarus  Seaman 

Dr.  Benjamin  Laney    Pembroke-hall    r.  Mr.  M^ilUam  Moses 

Dr.  Robert  King  Trioitj-ball  Mr.  Bond 

T  •  Richard  Sterne       Jesns-coliege  Mr.  J.  Wortbington 

Dr.  Edw.  Rainbowe  {  ^^Soib J  E^^^^  \  ^''  ''^^^  ®*^'"*'- 

All  the  surviving  fellows  unmarried  were  restored,  as  in 
the  other  university,  by  which  means  most  of  the  Presby- 
terians were  dispossessed,  and  the  education  of  youth  taken 
out  of  their  hands. t  To  make  way  for  the  filling  up  these 
and  other  vacancies  in  the  church,  the  honours  of  the  uni- 
versiticB  were  offered  to  almost  any  who  would  declare 
their  aversion  to  presbytery,  and  hearty  affection  for  epis- 
copal government.^  It  was  his  majesty's  pleasure,  and  the 
chancellor's,  that  there  should  be  a  creation  in  all  faculties 
of  such  as  had  suffered  for  the  royal  cause,  and  had  been 
ejected  from  the  university  by  the  visitors  in  1648.  Accord- 
ingly between  seventy  and  eighty  masters  of  arts  were 
created  this  year ;  among  whom,  says  the  Oxford  historian, 
eom0  that  had  not  been  sufferers  thrust  themselves  idto  the 

•  KennersChron.p.221,  222.  f  Fasti,  p.  ^20. 

t  I?:ennet'8  Chron.  p.  220,  221,  &o.  '  «'  >««:.^:< 
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et owd  for  their  money ;  others^  yet  few^  were  gentlemen, 
and  created  by  the  favour  of  the  chancellor's  letters  olily  ^ 
eighteen  were  created  bachelors  of  divinity,  seventy  doctdi^ 
of  divinity^  twebty-two  doctors  of  physic,  besides  doctors  of 
laws.    The  creations  ib  the  university  of  Cambridge  were 
yet  ttiore  numerous.  On  Midsummer-day,  a  grace  passed  in 
the  university  in  favour  of  some  candidates  for  degrees.^ 
August  Q,  the  king  sent  letters  to  Cambridge  for  creating 
nine  or  ten  persons  doctors  of  divinity  ;t  and  on  tte  5th  of 
September  there  were  cheated,  by  virtue  of  bis  majesty's 
mandamus,  no  less  than  seventy-one  doctors  of  divinity, 
nine  doctors  of  civil  law,  five  doctors  of  physic,  and  five 
bachelors  of  divinity.    So  that  within  the  compass  of  little 
more  than  six  itionths,  the  universities  conferred  one  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  doctors  of  divinity  degrees,  and  as  many  more 
in  the  other  faculties. — Some  of  these  were  deserving  per- 
sons, but  the  names  of  most  of  them  are  no  where  to  be 
found  but  in  the  university-registers.     Hadtbe  parliament- 
visitore  in  1648,  or  Oliver  Cromwell  in  his  protectorship, 
made  so  free  with  the  honours  of  the  universities,  they  might 
justly  have  been  supposed  to  countenance  the  illiterate,  and 
proi^tltute  the  honour  of  the  two  great  luminaries  of  this 
kingdom ;  but  his  majesty's  promoting  such  numbers  in  so 
short  a  time  by  a  royal  mandamus,  without  inquiring  into 
their  qualifications,  or  insisting  npon  their  performing  any 
academical  exercise,  must  be  covered  with  a  veil,  because  it 
was  for  the  service  of  the  church.     In  the  midst  of  these 
promoticmS)  the  marquis  of  Hertford,  chancellor  of  the  uni^ 
ver&ity  of  Oxford,  died,  and  was  ^succeeded  by  snr  GdwiftAl 
Hyde,  now  lord-chancellor  of  England,  and  creapled  lAboat 
this  time  earl  of  Clarendon.    He  was  installed  Nm^Stiibet 
IBif  and  continued  in  this  office  till  he  retired  into  Fratice  ifk 
the  year  1667.  ...... 

These  promotions  made  way  for  filling  up  the  vaeawditt 
tfl  cathedrals ;  July  5,  Drs.  KiUigrew,  Jones,  Doughty*  and 
Busby,  wdre  installed  prebendaries  of  Westminster ;  aiM 
within  a  month  or  six  weeks  four  more  were  added.):  in 
the  months  of  J'uly  and  August,  all  the  digmtres  in  th^^ca^ 
thedral  of  St.Plinl's  were  filled  up,  being  upwards  of  livsen^. 
Jiily  IS,  twelve  divines  Were  infstalled  prebe^aries  in  thie 
cathedral  of  Canterbury ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year^ 


*  Kenneths  Cbron.  p.  188. 
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«U  ih^  dignities  in  the  >ca4fbed^]8  ^f  DttrbniB;  Gli^er^ 
I^itclifield,  Bristol,  Hemfordy  Wtaroester,  Glovcastesr^  ine^ 
were  rapplied  ^rkii  younger  divines>  who  ran  viokntly  i« 
the  current  of  the  tiines*''^— fl^ere  irere  only  mine  biahops 
alil^e  at  the  idng'i  restoraftion,  vis. 

Dr.  William  Jaxon,        .  bidlitp  of  London 

Dr.  WflRkm  tH«rM,  BiHli  tmA  W^lli 

_  ,Dr.M«t|l|9wW«9m  «lj 

Dr.  Robert  ^kinn^,  Oxford 

Dr.  WiBnda 'Hoberts,  Bftngor 

fir.  Jekn  Wapmi^  UochaaHMr 

Dr.  Bryan  Dappa,  Sarum 

Dr.  ilebry  King,  Chie^ler 

Ur,  Aoto«pied  Freweii,  Litohf*  and  CowwIb^A 

In  lolrder  to  malie  way  for  a  new  creation,  some  of  tfce 
bishops  abovementioned  were  tmnsdated  to  better  sees ;  as, 

Dr.  Juxon,  bishop  of  L4ondon,  to  Canterbiiry,  wh6  Tfai 
promoted  more  out  of  decency,  s^ysbidiop  Burnet,  j:  as  b^ng 
the  eldest  and  most  eminent  of  the  surviving  bishops:  be 
never  was  a  great  divine,  but  was  now  superannuated. 

Dr.  Accepted  Frewen  was  translated  to  York,  September 
S2,  and  confirmed  October  4«  He  was  the  son  of  a  Puri- 
tanical minister,  and  himself  inclined  that  way,  till  «ome 
time  after  the  beginning  of  the  civH  wars,  when  he  became 
a  great  loyalist,  and  was  promoted  in  the  year  1644  to  the 
6ee  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry :  he  made  no  figure  in  the 
learned  world,§  and  died  in  the  year  1664. 

Dr.  Bryan  Dappa  was  translated  to  Winchester,  and  con- 
firmed October  4.  He  had  been  the  king^s  tntor,  tfaougfl 
no  way  equal  to  the  service.  He  itas  a  ine^k  humble  man, 
and  much  beloved  for  bis  good  tetnpel*^  says  bishop  Burnet,]]' 
and  would  have  been  more  esteemed  if  he  had  ^iied  before 
the  Restoration,  for  he  made  not  that  use  of  the  great  wealth 
that  dowed  in  upon  him  as  was  expected.^ 

*  tiwneVa  Chron.  p.  ^U.  t  Ihl^.  p.  ^w  ;  ^  V^l  U^.  f 57.   . 

$  Dr.  Grey  observes,  however,  on  the  aathority  of  Wood,  that  Dr.  Ffewen,  though 
bei>nbl{8faeatml7  a  Latin  oration  "with  vome  H^etrs^s  on  th& -death' oTp^hi'od  fifenrf, 
WM  -estMBied  -a  ^en«ral  acfaolitr «nd  a  'goo^  ^r*tpr.  Me-W9»  bnitiedin  his  9at)^df«V 
church,  and  a  splendid  monoment  was  erected  over  bis  grave.  He  bequeathed  1000^ 
to  MagdaleO'^oUege,  Oxofn,  of  which  he  \nA  been  prvsideift.  food's  Athente  Oxon. 
Tol.  2.  p.  663, 664.     Godwinus  de  Praesnlibas  cnri  Richardsgn,p.  714. — Ed. 

II  Page  258. 

%'  Buihey 'CaDiiif M Mr.  tNea) 4bv  adopting  this  niiAake  of  ^litihbp  BaoMti  land 
ftajstifaaJt  Dr.iDnppaia  ofaarities  wave  9ttraNMdinainf.  ^He  ;gav«  fovir^d«eiiiiiig.bC 
eapti^,  Imilding  and  endowln'^  aln»4hoiiias,'«ithtaihttrtohnitaUedee0s,in  bractro*- 
iMMa.'vapairs,  &c.  16,0001.  and  ww«o  g(ooa  to.Ufl  tQMMta«B  to  «h4te'30;00(M^  lift 
£nes.  Richardson  sajs,  that  Adoring  the  two  yniTB  be  lived  after  hisdransk^on  io 
th«  see  of  Winchester,  li*  expended  g^eat  suns  in  public  services ',  and  waa  jn^di- 
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To  make  way  for  the  election  of  new  bishops  in  a  regalar 
and  canonical  manner^  it  was  first  necessary  to  restore  to 
every  cathedral  a  dean  and  chapter ;  which  being  done, 

Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon  was  advanced  to  the  see  of  London ; 
he  was  esteemed  a  learned  man  before  the  civil  wars,  but 
had  since  engaged  so  deep  in  politics,  says  bishop  Burnet,* 
that  scarce  any  prints  of  what  he  had  been  remained ;  he  was 
a  dexterous  man  in  business,  and  treated  all  men  in  an  ob- 
liging manner,  but  few  depended  much  on  his  professions  of 
friendship.  He  seemed  not  to  have  a  deep  sense  of  religion, 
if  any  at  all ;  and  spoke  of  it  most  commonly  as  an  engine 
of  government,  and  a  matter  of  policy,  for  which  reason  the 
king  looked. upon  him  as  a  wise  and  honest  clergyman^  He 
Vas.  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  implacable  adversaries  of 
the  Nonconformists. 

Dr.  Henchman  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Sarum,  and  Dr. 
George  Morley  bishop  of  Worcester,  October  28.  Decern-^ 
ber  3,  seven  bishops  were  consecrated  together  in  St.  Peter's^ 
Westminster,  viz. 

Dr.  John  Cosins,  bishop  of  Dorham 

Dr.  William  Lawes,  St.  Dayid's 

Dr.  Benjamin  Laney,  Peterboroagb 

Dr.  Hngh  Lloyd,  Landaff 

Dr.  Ricbard  Sterne,  Carlisle 

Dr.  Brjan  Walton,  Chester 

Dr.  John  Ganden,  Exeter. 

On  the  6th  of  January  following  four  other  bishops  were 
consecrated,  viz. 

Dr.  Gilbert  Ironside,  bishop  of  Bristol 
Dr.  Edward  Reynolds,  Norwich 

Dr.  Nicholas  Monk,  *  Hereford 

Dr.  William  Nicholson,  Gloocester. 

Four  or  five  sees  were  kept  vacant  for  the  leading  divines 
among  the  Presbyterians,  if  they  would  conform ;  but  they 
declined^  as  will  be  seen  hereafter.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland 
things  were  not  quite  so  ripe  for  execution ;  the  Scots  par* 
liament  disannulled  the  covenant,  but  episcopacy  was  not 
established  in  either  of  the  kingdoms  till  next  year. 

tBfiDg  more  anddrtakings.  He  bdilt  an  alms-boase  at  Riohmond,  and  endowed  it 'by 
his  will  with  ISOOi.  He  bequeathed  200L  to  the  alms-house  at  Pembridge  in  Herts  ; 
and,  to  omit  private  donations,  he  left  to  &e  ohurch  of-  Salisbury  500{.  of  Winchester 
^tOOL  of  SU  Fanrs,  London,  SOOL  and  of  Cirencester,  9O0L  Chrey's  V 
vol.  3.  p.  276;  and  Godwin  de  Presalibus,  p.  24S. — Et>, 
•  PMgA  «57. 
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Thid  English  hierarchy  being  restdred  to  its  foroier  pre** 
emiiieDce,  except  the  peerage  of  the  bishops,  it  Femasned 
oQly  to  consider  what  wai9  to  be  done  with  the  mmleeonlenCs ; 
the  Independents  and  Anabaptists  petitioned  the.  king  only 
for  a  toleration  ;^  and  the  English  Papists,,  depending  upon 
their  interest  at  court,  ofered  his  majesty  100,0001.  before 
he. left  Breda,  to  take  off  the  penal  laws,  upon  which  his 
majesty  ordered  the  chancellor. to  insert  the  following  clause 
in  kis  declaration  conceraijigec  clesiastical  affairsr^-That 
others  also  be  permitted. to  meet  for  religuous  worshifx,  so 
be  it  they  do  it  not  to  the  disturbance  of  the  peace ;  and  that 
no  jufttic^  of  peace  oSer  to  disturb  them.t  When  this,  was 
debated,  in  the  king's  presence  after  the  Restoration,  the 
bishops  wisely  held  their  peace ;  but  Mr.  Baxter,  who- was 
more  zealous  than  prudent,  declared  plainly  his  dislike  of  a 
toleration  of  Papists  and  Sociniand ;  which  his  majesty  took 
so  yery  ill,  that  he  said,  the  Presbyterians  were  a  set  of  men 
wlio  were  only  for  setting,  up  themselves.  These  still  flat-^ 
tered  themselves  with  hopes  of  a  comprehension,  but  the 
Independents  and  Baptists  were  in  despair.. 
And  here  was  an  end  of  those  distracted  times,  which  our 

.  historians  have  loaded  with  all  the  infamy  and  reproach  that 
the  wit  of  man  could  invent.  The  Puritan  ministers  have 
been  decried  as  ignorant  mechanics^  canting  preachers,  ene- 
mies to  learning,  and  no  better  than. public  robbers.  The 
universities  were  said  to  be  reduced  to  a  ihere  Munster ;  and 
that  if  the  Groths  and  Vandals,  and  even  the  Turks,  had  over- 
run the  nation,  they  could  not  have  done  more  to  introduce 
barbarism,  disloyalty^  and  ignorance ;  and  yet  in  these  times, 

,  and  by  the  mei^  who  then,filled  the  university-chairsy  .were 
educate,  the  most  learned  divines  and  eloquent  preachers 

,  of  the  last  age,  as  the  Stillingfieets,  TlUotsons, .  Bulls^ 
Barrows,  Whitbys,  and  others,.,  who  retained  a  high' vene« 
ratipn.for  their  learned  tutors  after  they  were  rejected  and 
dbplaced.  The  religious  part  of  the  common  people  have 
been  stigmatized  with  the,  character ^  of  hypocrites;  their 
looks,  their' dress,  and  behaviour,  have  been  represented  in 
the  most  odious  colours ;  and  yet  one  may  venture  to.  chal- 
lenge these  declaimers  to  produce  any  period  of  time,  since 
the  Reformation,  wherein  there  was  less  open  proJbneneis 
.and  impiety,  and  more  of  the  spirit  as  well  as.  appearance 

.  *  Keonet's  Chron.  p.  142. .  .  t  Conpl.  Hist.  p.  358. 
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of  reli|gfioii.  Perhapfi^  there  wm  too  miieli  rigour  and  pre^ 
citeMBg  in  indifferent  matters ;  b«t  the  lusts  of  men  were 
laid  binder  a  Yisible  restraint;  and  tiiough  the  legal  ^em* 
stiiDtion  was  unhappily  broken,  9md  men  were  governed  by 
fidae  polities^  yet  better  lawn  were  never  made  against  vieoi 
or  more  rigorously  execuled.  ^S%m  drew  and  eonTereatioil 
ef  peoplewere  sober  and  rirtuoas,  and  their  manner  of  living 
remarfcjaUy  frugal:  there  was  hardly  a  single  bankmptey 
to  be  beard  of  in  a  year  ^  and  ns  snch  a  ease^tbe  bankrupt 
had  a  mark  of  infiimy  upon  htm  that  he  couM  never  wipe 
off.  Drunkenness,  fornteation»  profiine  sw^saring,  and  ev«vy 
kind  of  debauchery,  were  justly  deemed  infiimous,  and  uni^ 
versally  diseountenaneed;  The  elergy  were  labori»ua  to 
ezeess  in  preaching  and  praying,  and  eateekising  yootb,  and 
visiting  their  parishes.  The  magistrates  did  their  duty  in 
suppressing  all  kind  of  games,  stage-plays,  and  abnsesin 
paUie  houses.  There  was  net  a  play  acted  on  any  theatre 
in  England  Sot  almost  twenty  years.  The  liord's  day  was 
observed  with  unusual  rovereneo;  and  there  wero  a  set  of 
as  learned  and.pioua  youths  training  up  in  the  university 
as  had  ever  been  known.  So  that  if  such  a  reformatioA  of 
manners  had  obtained  under  a  legal  administration,  they 
would  have  deserved  the  character  of  the  best  of  times. 

But  when  the  legal  constitution  was  restored,  there  re* 
turned  with  it  a  torrent  of  debauchery  and  wickedness.  The 
times  wbick  followed  the  Restoration  were  the  reverse  of 
those  that  preceded  it ;  for  the  laws  which  had  been  enacted 
against  vice  for  the  bust  twenty  years  being  declared  null, 
and  Ithe  magistrates  cbangedy  men  set  no  bounds  te^  their 
licentiousness.  A  proclamation  indeed. was.pabli6bed  against 
those  loose  and  riotous  cavaliers,  whose  loyalty  eoasisted 
in  drinking  healths^  and  railing  at  those  who  woidd  hot 
revel  with  them.;  but  in  naltty  the  king  was  at  the  head  of 
these  disorders;  being  devoted  to  his  pleasures,  and  having 
given  himself  sqp  to  an  avowed  course  of  lewdliess ;  his 
bishops  and  chaplains  said,  that  be  usually  came  from  his 
mistresses'.apartmenta  to  church,  even  on  sacratnent*days.* 
There  were  two  play-houses  erected  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  court.  Women-actresses  were  introduced  into  the 
theatres,  which  had  not  been. known  till  that  time ;  the  most 
lewd  and  obscene  plays  were  brought  on  the  stage;  and 

*  K«iiii«t's  ChroD.  p.  167. 
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the  moDe  obscJene^  the  king  was  tlie  better  pleased,  who 
graced  every  new  play  with  hU  royal  presence.  Nething 
Tiras  to  be  seen  at  court  but  feasting,  hard  drinking^  revel-  > 
Ifng,  and  amorous  intit%u^»  which  engendered  the  siest 
enormous  vices.  From  oourt  the  contagion  spread  like 
Wildfire  among  the  people,  insomuch  that  men  threw  off  the 
v^ry  profession  of  virtue  and  piety,  under  colour  of  drinking 
the  king's  health ;  all  kinds  of  old  cavalier  rioting  andi» de- 
bauchery revived;  the  appearances  of  religion  whicb're^ 
finaiined  with  soo^e,  famished  aiatters  of  ridicule  lo^libep- 
tfaies  abd  scoffers:^  some  wha  had  been  concerned  in- the 
formep  changes,  tkougJil  they  could  not  redeem  their  credit 
better  than  by  deriding  all  religion,  and  telling  or  nsfaking 
stories  to  render  their  ibtimer  party  ridiculous*  To  appear 
seFioos,  or  make  conscience  ^either  of  words  and  sietiofi«', 
was  the  way  to  be  accounted  a  schismatic^  a  fanatic,  or  ci 
sectarian ;  though  if  there  was  any  reat  religton  daring 
the  coarse  of  this  reign,  it  was  chiefly  among  those  people-. 
They  who  did  not  applaud  the  new  ceremonies  were  marked 
out  for  Presbyterians,  and  every  Presbyterian  was  a  rebel. 
The  old.clergy  who  had  been  sequestered  for  scandal,  having 
taken  possession  of  their  livings,  were  intoxicated  with  their 
new  felicity,  and  threw  off  all  the  restraints  of  their  order. 
Every  week,  says  Mr.  Baxter,+  produced  reports  of  one  or 
other  clergyman  who  was  taken  up  by  th^  watch  drunk  at 
night,  and  mobbed  in  the  streets.  Some  were  taken  with 
lewd  women;  and  one  was  reported  to  be  drunk  in  the 
pu)pit.{  Such  was  the  general  dissoluteness  of  manners 
which  attended  the  deluge  of  joy  which  oversowed  the 
nation  upon  his  majesty's  restoration  I 

About  this  time  died  the  revereqd  Mr.*  Francis  Taylor, 
sometime  rector  of  Clapham  in  Surry^  and  ^afterward  of 

*  Keppet's  Chron.  p^493.  t  j^ife,  piirt  2.  p.  2u88. 

$  Dn  Grej  q.aestions  the  tratii  of  the  above  charge.  But  whoever  reads  Mr. 
Baxter'^  af  connt  of  the  matter^  and  of  the  ooodoot  «f  bimMlf  ftod  some  o£  his 
hreihreq  09  the  report  of  it,  vrhjch  ran^  tbrojqeh  the  city,  will  scarcely  doubt  th^  fact. 
Bu^  there  is  force  alnd  candour  in  what  Dr.  Grey  adds  conoerning  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Seidsn.  to  aa  akJerm^n  of  the  loog;-parliaiiie|it  on  the  asbjeot  of  episcopacy.  Thi 
alderman-said,  **  that  there  were  so  many  clamours  against  such  and  such  prelates,  that 
they  woold  never  be  quiet  till  Ibey  had  no  more  bishops."  On  this  Mr.  Selden  in- 
formed the  bouse,  what  grievous  complaints  there  wefe  against  such  and  sueh  aiders 
men;  and  therefore,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  it  was  his  opinion,  he  said,  that  they 
sJboold  have  do  mpre  aldenaen.  Here  was  the- fault  transferred  to  the 'office,  which 
ia  a  dangwcoQs  error;  for  not  only  government,  but  human  eociety  itsetf,  may  be  dis* 
solved  by  tiie  sanle  argument,  if  the  frailties  oir  oorrnptioos  of  partiouiar  men<shall 
be  revenged  upon  the  whole  body..    Gi f  yU  Exajtuimtioo,  vol.  3.  p^  S67«-^Bj>. 
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Yalden,  from  whence  he  was  called  to  sit  in  the  assemUjr 
of  divines  at  Westminster,  and  had  a  considerable  share  ib 
the  annotations  which  go  under  their  name.  From  Yaldea 
Mr.  Taylor  removed  to  Canterbury,  and  became  preacher 
of  Christ-church  in  that  city,  where  I  presume  he  died> 
leaving  behind  him  the  character  of  an  able  critic  in  the 
oriental  languages,  and  one  of  the  most  considerable  divines 
of  the  assembly.  He  published  several  valuable  works,  and 
among  others  a  tranislation  of  the  Jerusalem  Targum  on  the 
Pentateuch  out  of  the  Chaldcfe  into  Latin,  dedicated  to  the 
learned  Mr.  Gataker,  of  Rotherhithe,  with  a  prefatory 
epistle  of  Selden's,  and  several  others,  relating  to  Jewish 
antiquities.  Among  the  letters  to  archbishop  Usher  there 
is  one  from  Mr.  Taylor,  dated  from  Clapham,  1635.  He 
corre^onded  also  with  Boetius,  and  most  of  the  learned 
men  of  his  time.  He  left  behind  him  a  son  who  was  blind,.* 
but  ejected  for  nonconformity  in  the  year  1663,  from  St< 
Alphage-church  in  Canterbury,  where  1^  lies  buried^       - 


CHAP.  V. 

VROM  THE  RESTORATION  OF  KING  CHARLES  II.  TO  THB 
CONFERENCE  AT  THE  SAVOY.     1660. 

Befob£  we  relate  the  conference  between  the  Episcopal 
and  Presbyterian  divines  in  order  to  a  comprehension,  it 
will  be  proper  to  represent  the  views  of  the  court,  and  of 
the  bishops,  who  had  promised  to  act  with  temper,  and  to 
bury  all  past  .offences  under  the  foundation  of  the  Resto-^ 
ration.  The  point  in  debate  was,  **  Whether  concessions 
should  be  made,  and  pains  taken,  to  gain  the  Presbyterians  r'' 
The  king  seemed  to  be  for  it ;  but  the  court-bishops,  with 
lord  Clarendon  at  their  head,  were  absolutely  against  it :  < 
Clarendon  was  a  man  of  high  and  arbitrary  principles,  and 

*  He  lost  his  sight  by  the  small-pox  :  hot  parsaed  his  stodies  by  the  aid.  of  others, 
^ho  read  to  hiin.  His  brother,  who  was  also  blind,  he  supported,  and  took  great 
pains  to  instractand  win  over  to  serioas  religion,  hot  not  with  all  the  saooess  he  de- 
sired: he  was  a  man  of  good  abilities^  and  noted  for.  an  eloquent  preacher:  and  his 
ministry  was  mnch  valaed  and  respected.  He  did  not  long  snrvive  the  treatment  he 
met  with,  in  being  seized  and  carried  to  prison ;  bat  was  cheerfol  in  alibis  afflictions^ 
Palmer's  NunconCermist's  Memorial,  yol.  2<  p.  57,.d8.-*ED. 
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gave  himself  up  to  the  bishops,  forihe  service  they  bad  done 
him  in  reconciling  the  king  to  his  daughter's  clandestine 
marriage  with  the  duke  of  York.  If  his  lordship  had  been 
a  friend  to  moderate  measuriss,  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Presbyterians  might  have  been  gained ;  but  he  would  not 
disoblige  the  bishops ;  the  reasons  of  whose  angry  behaviour 
wero;  ^^  1.  Their  high  notions  of  the  episcopal  form  of  go* 
vernment,  as  necessary  to  the  very  essence  of  a  Christian 
church.  9.  The  resentments  that  remained  in  their  breasts 
against  all  who  had  engaged  with  the  long-parliament^  and 
had  been  the  cause  of  their  sufferings,  d.  The  Presbyte- 
rians being  legally  possessed  of  most  of  the  benefices  in 
church,  and  state^  it  was  thought  necessary  to  dispossess 
them ;  and  if  there  must  be  a  schism,  rather  to  have  it  out 
of  the  church  than  within  it;''  for  it  had  been  observed, 
that  the  half  conformity  of  the  Puritans  before  the  war, 
had,  in  most  cities  and  corporations,  occasioned  a  faction 
between  the  incumbents  and  lecturers^  whicb  latter  had 
endeavoured  to  render  themselves  popular  at  the  expense 
of  the  hierarchy.  4.  Besides,  they  had  too  much  influence 
in  the  election  of  representatives  to  serve  in  parliament ; 
therefore,  instead  of  using  methods  to  bring  them  into  the 
church,  says  bishop  Burnet,*  they  resolved  to  seek  the  most 
effectual  ones  for  casting  them  out.  Here  was  no  generosity, 
or  spirit  of  Catholicism,  no  remembrance  of  past  services,  no 
compassion  for  weak  or  prejudiced  minds,  but  a  fixed  re&o* 
lution  to  disarm  their  opponents  at  all  events ;  so  that  the 
ensuing  conferences  with  the  Presbyterians  were  no  other 
than  an  amusement  to  keep  them  quiet,  till  they  could  obtain 
a  law  for  their  utter  expulsion. 

The  king  was  devoted  to  his  pleasures,  and  had  no  prrn- 
ciples  of  real  religion;  his  g|;and  design  was  to  lay  asleep 
the  former  controversies,  and  to  unite'  both  Protestant  and 
Papist  under  his  government ;  with  this  View  he  submitted 
to  the  scheme  of  the  bishops,  in  hopes  of  making  it  subser* 
vient  to  a  general  toleration ;  which  nothing  could  render 
more  necessary,  than  having  great  bodies  of  men  shut  out 
of  the  church,  and  put  under  severe  penal  laws,  who  must 
then  be  petitioners  for  a  toleration  which  the  legislature 
would  probably  grant;'  but  it  was  his  majesty's  resolution, 
that  whatsoever  should  be  granted  of  that  sort  sh6uld  pass 

*  Vol.  1.  p.  259,  260, 12mo. 
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in  BO  unlimited  a  manner,  tl^t  Papists  as  well  as  otiMr 
sectaries  should  be  conipreliended  within  it.  The  duke  of 
York  and  all  the  Roman  CathMics  were  in  this  scheme; 
they  declared  absolutely  against  a  comprehension,  but  were 
Tery  much  for  a  general  toleration,  as  w4at  was  necesiary 
for  the  peace  of  the  nation,  and  proiqoting  the  Catliolic 
cause. 

The  well*raeaning  Presbyteriana  were  all  this  while  stri- 
ving against  the  stream,  and  making  inlerest  with  a  set  of 
men  who  were  now  laughing  in  their  sleeves  at  the  al^f^t 
condition  to  which  their  egregions  credulity  had  reduced 
them.    They  offered  archbishop  Usher's  model  of  primitive 
episcopacy  as  a  plan  of  accommodation ;  that  the  surplfc^ 
the  cross  in  baptism,  and  kneeling  at  the  eommunioi^  should 
be  left  indiffevent.*    They  were  content  to  set  aside  the 
assembly's  confession,  and  let  the  articles  of  the  church  of 
England  tak^  place  with  soumb  few  amendments.    About 
the  middle  of  June,  Mr.  Calamy,  Dr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  As^ 
Mr.  Baxter,  Dr.  Wallis,  Dr.  Manton,  and  Dr.  Sporstow, 
waited  upon  th&  king,  b^ing  introduced  by  the  earl  of  lian- 
ehester,  to  crave  his  majesty'is  interpoBition  for  reconciling 
the  differences  in  the  church;  that  the  people  might  not  be 
deprived  of  their  faithful  pastors.  Honest  Mr.  Baxter  told 
his  majesty,  that  the  interest  of  the  late  usttrpers  with  the 
people  arose  from  thiB  encouragement  they  had  given  re* 
ligion ;  and  be  hoped  the  king  would  not  undo,  but  ra^ther 
go  beyond,  the  good  which  Cromwell  or  any  other  hadi  daiie.i' 
They  laid  a  good  deal  of  stress  on  their  own  loyalty^  and 
carefliUy  distinguished  between  their  own  behaviour  and 
that  of  other  sectaries^  who  had  been  dirioyal  and  factious^ 
The  king  replied,  that  <*  he  was  glad  to  hear  of  their  incli- 
nations to  an  agfpeement ;  that  he  would  do  his  part  to  bring 
them  together,  but  this  must  not  be  by  bringing  oae  party 
over  to  another,  but  by  abating  somewhat  on  both  sideis, 
and  meeting  in  the  midway  |  and  that  if  it  were  not  acAom- 
plished  it  should  not  be  his  fault;  nay,  he  said,  he  was  ret 
solved  to  see  it  brought  to  pass/'j:  Aecerdingly,  his  majesty 
required  them  to  draw  up  such  proposals  as  they  thought 
meet  for  an  agreement  about  church-government,  and  to  set 
down  the  most  they  could  yield;  promising  them  a  meeting 
with  some  episcopal  divines  in  his  majesty's  presencoi  when 

♦  Kennel's  Chron.  p.  173.  t  IWd.  p.  IS*.  J  Ibid.  p.  183. 
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ike  profiQ69k  w^te  veady.  Upon  (hia  they  sanrnQnedtke 
city  ministers  t^  oae^t  iin4  coosuU  at  SioQ-callege^  mitcot- 
cl^diiig  such  of  tjiek  coui^try  bretbcf  ^  as  would  attend,  that 
it  might  fiot  b«  said  afterward  tb^y  took  ufMin  the«6elves 
the  eoncliudiiig  90  weighty  aa  affiiyur.*'  After  tw0i  cur  three 
weeks'  eeasidtattoQ  they;  agree<l  upon  a  paper  to  the  follow^ 
iBg  purpose^  druwit  up  chiefly  by  I)r«  Reynolds^  Of.  Worth, 
and  Mr.  Calaaiy,  which^  together  with  archbishop  Usher's 
reduction  of  epiaoopa^y,  they  offered  to  the  king,  with  the 
following  address : 

<^  May  it  pkase  your  lao^t  exeelleut  aiajesty^ 

^^  We»  yo4ir  vaj^aity'a  aaost  layal  subjects,  caajtot  buiao- 
kJA<^wled^  it  is  a  very  great  mercy  of  God,  tl«st  iiniDediately 
after  so  wonderful  and  peaceable  restoration  to  your  throne 
and  gpverpiDiia^t  (for  which  we  Uess  his  i»ame)he  haa  stirred 
up  your  royal  bseavt,  as  to  a  aeakri^s  testimony  against  proi- 
fimeiic^,  sa  to  en4eaTour  a  happy  eoukpesiog  of  the  differ- 
eaee^^  aud,  hfaj^iug  the  aad  brea^h^  which  are  in  theehiir<^ 
And  we  sfaall^  according  ta  qur  bouitded  d^tJr,  become  huu^ 
hie  84iitora  to  the  thn?ai«  of  grace>  that  the  God  of  peace, 
who  has  put  su^h  a  thiog  a^  this  iato  your  majesty's  heart, 
wi(U,  by  hii9  hfAvotily  wisdom  aJftd  Holy  Spirit^  assist  you 
h^eia,  that  yoi»  ^ay  briug  your  resolutions  to  a  perfect 
efiect  and  i«sm,— ^ 

^^  In  humble  conformity  to  your  majesty's  Chriatiaa  der 
signs,  we,  taking  it  for  granted  that  there  is  a  firm  agree- 
ment betweea  our  brethrea  and  us  in  the  doctrinal  truths  of 
the  reformed  religion,  and  in  the  subitantial  parts  of  divine 
worship,  humbly  desire, 

First,  '*  That  we  m*y  be  secured  of  those  things  in  prac- 
ti<^e  of  which  we  seem  to  be  agreed  ia  principle  ;  as, . 

1.  '^  That  those  .of  our  flo<?kA  that  are  serious  in  matters 
of  their  salvation  may  not  bo  reproachfully  handled  by 
words  of  scorn,  or  any  abusive  language,  but  may  be  ent- 
oourug^d  in  their  duties  of  eahofting  and  provoking  one 
another  in  their  most  holy  faith,  and  aS  fiurthering  one  ano* 
ther  in  the  ways  of  eternal  life- 

9.  '^  Th^t  each  ooogregaiion  may  have  a  kamed.  orlbc^ 
dox,  and  godly  pastor^  that  the  people  may  be  publicly  in» 
structed  by  preaching  every  Lord's  day>  by  eateohiaing/ 1^ 
frequent  administering  the  Lord's  supper  and  baptism  %  and 

*  Baxter,  part  t.  p.  £S2. 
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tbtit  «lfeetoal  provision  by  law  may  be  made,  that  saeh  as  are 
losufficient,  negligent,  or  scandalous/ may  not  officiate. 
.  3.  "  That  none  may  be  .admitted  to  the  Lord's  supper  till 
they  personally  own  their  baptismal'  covenant  by  a  credible 
profession  of  &ith  and  holiness,  not  contradicted  by  a  scan- 
dalous life.  That  to  such  only  confirmation  may  be  ad- 
ministered ;  and  that  the  approbation  of  the  pastor  to 
whom  the  instructing  those  under  his  charge  doth  apper- 
tain, may  be  produced  before  any  person  receives  confir- 
mation. 

4.  ^^  That  an  effectual  course  be  tal&en  for  the  sanctifica- 
tion  of  the  Lord's  day,  appropriating  the  same  to  holy 
exercises  both  in  public  and  private,  without  any  unne- 
cessary div^rti8ements/' 

'^Then  formatters  in  difference,  viz. church-government, 
liturgy^  and  ceremonies,  we  humbly  represent, 

^<  That  we  do  not  renounce  the  true  ancient  primitive 
episcopacy  or  presidency,  as  it  was  balanced  with  a  due 
commixtion  of  presbyters.  If  therefore  your  majesty,  in 
your  grave  wisdom  and  moderation,  shall  constitute  sAeh 
an  episcopacy,  we  shall  humbly  submit  thereunto.  And  in 
order  to  an  accommodation  in  this  weighty  affair,  we  desire 
humbly  to  offer  some  particulars  which  we  conceive  were 
amiss  in  the  episcopal  government  as  it  was  practised  before 
the  year  1640. 

1.  ^^  The  great  extent  of  the  bishop's  diocess,  which  we 
apprehend  too  large  for  his  personal  inspection. 

2.  *'  That  by  reason  of  this  disability  the  bishops  did  de- 
pute the  administration,  in  matters  of  spiritual  cognizance, 
to  commissaries,  chancellors,  officials,  whereof  some  ai:e 
secular  persons,  and  could  not  administer  that  power  that 
originally  belongs  to  the  officers  of  the  church. 

5.  ^^  That  the  bishops  did  assume  the  sole  power  of  ordi- 
nation and  jurisdiction  to  themselves. 

4.  '^That  some  of  the^  bishops  exercised  an  arbitrary 
power,  by  sending  forth  articles  of  visitation,  inquiring 
unwarrantably  into  several  things ;  and  swearing  church- 
wardens to  present  accordingly.  Also  many  innovations 
and  ceremonies  were  imposed  upon  ministers  and  people 
not  required  by  law. 

"  For  remedy  of  these  evils  we  crave  leave  to  offer,  . 

1.  ^^  The  late  most  reverend  primate  of  Ireland^-his  re- 
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duction  of  episcopacy  into  the  form  of  synodical  go?ern- 
nrent. 

2.  *'  We  humbly  desire^  that  the  suflFragans,  or  chorepis- 
copj^  may  be  chosen  by  the  respective  synods. 

3.  ^*  That  no  daths^  or  promises  of  obedience  to  the 
bishops,  nor  any  unnecessary  subscriptions  or  engagements, 
be  made  necessary  to  ordination,  institution,  or  induction, 
minifiitration,  communion,  or  immunities,  of  ministers,  they 
being  responsible  for  any  transgression  of  the  law.  And 
that  no  bishops  or  ecclesiastical  governors  may  exercise 
their  government  by  their  private  will  or  pleasure,  but 
only  by  such  rules,  canons,  and  constitutions,  as  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  parliament. 

Secondly,  "  Concerning  liturgy. 

1*  *'  We  are  satisfied  in  our  judgments  concerning  the 
lawfulness  of  a  liturgy,  or  form  of  worship,  provided  it  be 
for  matter  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  suited  to  th^ 
nature  of  the  several  ordinances  and  neces^ties  of  the  church, 
neither  too  tedious,  nor  composed  of  too  short  prayers  or 
responsais,  not  dissonant  from,  the  liturgies  of  other  reform- 
ed churches,  nor  too  rigorously  imposed,  nor  the  minister 
eonfined  thereunto,  but  that  he  may  also  make  use  of  his 
gifts  for  prayer  and  exhortation. 

S.  ^'  Forasn^uch  as  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  is  in 
some  things  justly  offensive,  and  needs  amendment,  we  most 
humbly  pray,  that  some  learned,  godly,  and  moderate  divines 
of  both  persuasions,  may  be  employed  to  compile  such  a 
form  as  is  before  described,  as  mucb  as  may  be  in  Scripture 
words;  or  at  least  to  revise  and  reform  the  oM ;  together 
with  an  addition  of  other  various  forms  in  Scripture  phrase^ 
to  be  used  at  the  minister's  choice. 

Thirdfy,  ^'  Concerning  ceremonies. 

''We  hold  ourselves  obliged,  in  every  part  of. divine 
wotship^  to  do  all  things  decently  and  in  order,  and  to  edifi- 
cation; and  are  willing  to  be  determined  by  authority  in 
such  things  as  being  merely  circumstantial,  or  common  to 
human  actions  and  societies,  are  to  be  ordered  by.  the  light 
of  nature,  and  human  prudence. 

.  ^^  As  to  divers  ceremonies  formerly  retained  in  the  chunch 
of  England,  we  do,  in  all  humanity,  offer  to  your  majesty 
the  following  considerations : 

^*  That  the  worsiiip  of  God  is  in  itself  pure  and  perfect, 
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and  decent,  without  any  silck  eer^moftiei.  TliBt  ft  is  then 
most  pure  and  acceptable  when  it  has  least  of  human  tiiix* 
tures.  That  these  ceremonies  have  been  imposed  and  ad- 
vanced by  some,  so  as  to  drair  mat  to  the  signiicMicy  ud 
not^l  efficacy  of  sacraments.  That  they  have  been  rejected 
by  nany  of  the  reformed  charches  abroad,  and  ham  been 
ever  the  subject  of  coatentvra  aiMl  endtess  disfMiteB  im  tins 
church ;  and  therefore  being  in  their  owm  nature  tndiiftreBt, 
and  mutable,  they  ooght  to  be  cfaMiged,  lest  ia  tine  they 
should  be  apprehended  as  necessary  as  ike  substenrtiald  of 
worship  themselves. 

''May  it  therefore  please  yoar  majesty  gradeady  lo 
grant,  that  kneeling  at  the  Lord's,  supper,  and  such  holy« 
days  as  are  but  of  human  institution,  nay  not  be  imposed  on 
such  as  scruple  them^  That  the  use  of  the  surpKce  and 
cross  ill  baptism,  and  bowing  at  the  nanw  of  Jesus,  may.  be 
abolish^.  .  And  forasmuch  as  ejecting  altars  and  bowing 
towards  them,  and  such  like  (having  no  feandatioti  in  ilbe 
law  of  the  land),  bave  been  introduced  and  imp^sed^  we 
humbly  beseech  your  majesty,  that  such  innovatians  -may 
not  -foe  used  or  imposed  for  the  future." 

When  die  Presbyterian  diViaes  cam*  to  court  with  tiese 
proposals,  the  king  received  them  favourably,  aod  proaii sed 
to  bring  both  parties  togretfaer^  flis  majesty -expnesded  a 
satisfaction  in  bearing  they  were  disposed  to  a  liturgy,  and 
forms  of  prayer^  and  that  they  were  wiUiag  toyieU  to  the 
essence  of  episcopacy ,  and  therefore  doubted  not  tyrproout*-^ 
ing  an  accommodation.  The  miaislers  expected  to  have  met 
the  bishops  with  their  papers  of  proposals,  bntftione  of  them 
appeared,  having  been  better  iaslruoted  in  a  private  coufe* 
rence  with  the  lord-chano^lor  Hyde,  who  toM  tiUsiBjitWas 
not  their  business  to  offer  proposals,  because  the^  were  in 
posisession  of  the  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  htecairefay:  and 
service-book,  being  the  only  legil  estatdishmeiit,  ought  to 
be  the  standard  of  agreemest ;  and  Ifterefore  their  eoliy 
concern  was  to  answer  the  exceptions  of  the  miniateiis 
against  it.  Accordingly,  instead  of  a  couference,  or.fHKpar 
of  proposals,  which  the  miiust^rs  expected,  ibe  bisheps^ 
having  obtained  a  copy  of  the  f>&perof  the  Presbfterians, 
di^ew  up  an  answer  in  wriiieg,  which  was  communicated 
to  their  ministers,  July  8. 
In  this  answer,  tte  bishops  take  not ibe  of  tM  nbsnillers' 
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cotieessions  in  their  preamUe/as  that  theya^ee  with  them 
HI  the  substatitials  of  doctrine  and  worship  ;  and  infer  from 
thence^  that  their  particular  exceptions  are  of  le^s  import^ 
aYic'e,  and  ought  not  to  be  stiffly  insisted  on  to  the  disturb-^ 
ance  of  the  peace  of  the  church.* 

To  the  particulars  they  answer, 

1.  Concerning  church-government,  ^^That  they  never 
heard  finy  just  reasons  for  a  dissent  from  the  ecclesiastical 
hierarchy  of  this  kingdom,  which  they  believe  in  tite  maiii 
to  be  the  true  primitive  episcopacy,  which  wfts  more  than 
It  mere  presidency  of  d^der.  Nor  do  they  fintJ  fliat  it  wa^ 
balanced  by  an  authoritative  eotomixtibn  of  presbyters, 
though  it  has  been  in  all  times  exercised  with  the  assistance 
and  counsel  of  predbytersin  subordination  to  bishops.  They 
wonder  that  they  should* except  against  thetgovernrtent  by 
one  single  person,  which,  if  applied  to  the  civii  magistrate, 
is  a  most  dangerous  iiisinuation/'f 

As  to  the  four  particular  instances  of  things  amiss. 

1.  ^^  We  cannot  grant  the  extent  of  any  diocess  is  so 
great,  but  that  a  bishop  may  well  perform  his  duty,  which 
is  not  a  pf^rsonal  inspection  of  every  man's  BoiA,  but  the 
pas^orsil  charge,  or  taking  care  that  the'n]^nteters,lind  otbef 
eccle^ia^tfcal bfficers  within  th^ir  diocess,  do  th^rir  duties; 
and  if  some  diocesses  should  be  too  large,  the  law  allows 
suffragans; 

2'.  ''Concerning  lay-chancellors,  &c.  We  confess  the  bi- 
shops 'did  depute  part  <>f  their  ecclesiastical  jurisdicti^ifi  fo 
dianciellord,  commissaries,  officials,  &c.  as  me  A  better  skiited 
in  the  dvilai^d  canon  laws;  but  as  for  matters  of  mene 
E^irlt^al  cohcetmttent,  stS'excomm^nication,  absoltttion,  and 
ofli^r  cen^tfrei*  of tiei  chnrch,  w^  conceive  they  belong  'prcn 
p6f  ly  to  the  bi^op  himself,  or  his  surrogate,  whet^ki.  If 
any  thing  has  been  done  ilriiiss,  we  are  witiiilg  it  should  bie^ 
reformed. 

3.  **  Whether  bishops  are  a  distinct  order  fro'ni  pres- 
byters, or  not ;  or,  whether  they  have  the  sole  power  of 
c^ination,  is  not  now  the  question ;  but  We  affirm,  that 
tbe  bishops  of  this  realnn  have  constantly  ordain^  with  tti^ 
assistance  of  presbyters,  and  the  imposition  of  their  hands 
tog&tber  withllie  bishOpS;  and  for  thispnrpose  tW  Colleges 
of' deilns  snd  cbapt^rfi;  are  instituted. 

*  Kennel's  Chron.  p.  200.    Baxter's  Life,  p«rt  2.  |>.  24£.  t  Baxter, 'p/i4S. 
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4.  ^^  As  to  archbishop  Usl|er*d  model  of  eburch-goveri^- 
mei^t^  we  decline  it,  as  not  consistent  with  his  other  learned 
discourses  on  the  original  of  episcopacy^  and  of  metro- 
politans ;  nor  with  the  king*8  supremacy  in  causes  eccle- 
siastical." 

II.  Concerning  Liturgy. 

*'  We  esteem  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  con- 
tained in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  by  law  esta- 
blished, to  be  such  an  one  as  is  by  them  desired,  according  to 
the  qualifications  which  they  mention ;  the  disuse  of  which 
has  been  the  cause  of  the  sad  divisions  of  the  church,  and 
the  restoring  it  may  be,  by  God's  blessing,  a  special  means 
of  making  up  the  breach.  Nor  can  the  imposition  of  it  be 
called  rigorous,  as  long  as  clergymen  have  the  liberty  of 
using  their  gifts ,  before  and  after  sermon.  Nevertheless 
we  are  not  against  revising  the  liturgy  by  such  discreet  per- 
sons as  his  majesty  shall  think  fit  to  employ  therein. 

III.  Of  Ceremonies. 

^  Lawful  authority  has  already  determined  the  ceremo- 
nies in  question  to  be  decent  and  orderly^  and  for  edifica* 
tion,  and  consequently  to  be  agreeable  to  the  general  rules, 
of  the  word.  We  allow  the  worship  of  God  is  in  itself  per- 
fect in  essentials,  but  still  the  church  is  at  liberty  to  im- 
prove it  with  circumstantials  for  decency  and  order.  Ce- 
remonies were  never  esteemed  to  be  sacraments,  nor  im- 
posed as  such;  they  are  retained  by  most  Protestant 
churches ;  and  that  they  have  been  the  subject  of  conten-. 
tion  is  owing  to.  men's  weakness,  and  their  unwillingness  . 
to  submit  their  private,  opinions  tO:  the  public  judgment  of 
the  church.  We  acknowledge,  that  these  things, are  in 
their  nature  mutable,  but  we  can  by  no  means  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  remove  them.  However,  as  we  are  no  way 
against  such  a  tender  and  religions  compassion  in  things  pf 
this  nature,  as  his.majesty's  piety  and  wisdom  shall  think  fit 
to  extend :  so  we  cannot  think  that  the  satisfaction  of  some 
private  persons  is  to  be  laid  in  the  balance  against  the  pub« 
lie  peace  and  uniformity  of  the  church. 

^^  As  for  kneeling  at  the  Lord's  supper,  itjs  a  gesture  of 
the  greatest  reverence  and  devotion,  and  so  most  agreeably 
to  that  holy  service. 
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**  Ho]y«days  of  human  institution  having  been  observed 
by  the  people  of  God  in  ^t^e  Old  Testaimtot,  and  by  our 
UowtafiStViKnU!  Ili1ll9^ll1)l  .Di^gospiil^^Qd  l|y,  al^  iho,  q^^^i^hes 
of  GhrkfciA  tjm:priiiiitiv6  And  fqUawiQft^ii^^ifts  ap^nie^f^^. 
t»i  pras^rm  <be ;  coetaorialf  cif  tb?  cUet  prysterj^s  of  t^ 
Christian  religion  :  and  such  holy-days  also  being  ^ttimoa- 
for  the  honest  recreation  of  the  meaner  sort  of  people  ;  for 
these  reasons  we  humbly  desire  they  may  be  continued  in 
iiie'^urcb> 

'  >^<  ifts.  Ibrihe  thre«F  other  cetfeftidoijs^.  Ib^.  \iii^j^mi  t^ 
cfN)8sMrfter  bttptism/aiid  4>Qidng  at  thtf  t^wx^  fi^i^ftw^^ 
tliqugb  we  eeeinot  finy  stiffioienl:  reHMOD  mhy^b^  Ahti<}4v^ 
uttei^j^^bolished',  neivertbetess^  I^bw  fai?  iuvUl^^i^fe^wA  ^» 
tender  cbhdeienced,:&  libevty  may  ^}fe  ihmigh%M.i(h^  mn 
dtrlg^dtobny-vhis^roajesty  is  beat  abliB,laj[iftdg9il)  ';.,  -;   .. 

They  conclude  thus:  ^^  We  are  so.  iarirfUNi  Mi#fNf^ 
that  his  majesty^s  condescending  to  the  ministers'  demands 
will  take  away  nbtDnly  our  di^rences,  but  the  roots  and 
o^qsfis^of  theip,  tba^  we:  ai*e  confident  it  will  Jff^oy^,  il^e  j^e- 
m^iary  qf^new  differences^  both  by  giving  di.s^9^^fsi(<MP0  ,to, 
^IhosQ  thaJt  tf|r<ei  well  pleased  with  what  is  alr^^d^,  ^s|abli3hed|^ 
who  are  much  the  greatest  part  of  his  fpaie^ty,'.s  subjects  ;] 
iind  by -eiicouragjng  unquiet  apirks^  wb^en  Ui^^e  tbip§^  ^hall 
be  granted/ to  make  frrther  djemands;  ibeire  bieihgno  assu- 
tan^e  bl  ihfivk  given«  what  will  content  ;aU  di93,^nter%  tba^ 
wbJch  nothing  is  more  necessary  fpr  sett]^^  4;%p  P^^P^  ip^ 
tfa^^hurcV'  •  ■'   , 


'  About  a  week  after,  the  Presbyterian  di^nea  sent' 
bishops  a  warni  remonstrance,  aiid  defeneb^of  their  ^vo^f^ 
ffftis;  drawn  up  chiefly  by  Mr.  Baxteif^  to  the  ftilkmifi^ 
purpose: 

.  .  Concetning  thfi  gvegmkle.  > 

<^'We  are  not  ^isensibte-  of  the  dling«r  of  the  ehiiipei^: 
through,  the  ddetrinai  errors  bf  these  yn\Jd  ivhonu'we  dliiMn 
abbdt  points  of  gbyerniileBt  and  wbtrship)|  '\mt  we  cUoiise: 
to  say  nothing  of  the'partf  ttetwe  are  agreed  witk  in  doid» 
trinals,  because  we  bdth  subscribe  the  same  Holy  Peripttanes^ 
articles  of  religion,  and  bdoks  of  hoQiiKee;  and  ike  cob** 
tradictfiyns'  to  their  owii>  coiife^stbns,  whi^  teomany  aii» 
guilty  of,  we  did  n6t  tlirik  just  to  charge  npob  the  wfadle/'^ 

*  Kenneths  Chroo.  p.  205.    Baxter,  part  3.  p.  248.  ^ 
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.  Qmeemittg  Church^govemment 

*^  Had  you  read  Grerson,  Bucer,  Parker*  Baynes,  Sala 
iiu8,  Blondel)  &c.  you  would  have  seeu  just  reasdn  given 
for  our  dissent  from  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy,  as  stated  in 
England." 

Instances  of  things  amiss. 

<^  You  would  easily  grant  that  diocesses  are  too  greait,  if 
you  had  ever  conscionably  tried  the  task  if  hich  Dr.  Ham- 
mond describeth  as  the  bishop's  work ;  or  hitd  ever  ba-. 
lieved  Ignatius,  and  other  ancient  descriptions  of  a  bishop's 
church*  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  our  bishdps  have 
the  sole  government  of  pastors  and  people  ;  that  the  whole 
power  of  the  keys  is  in  their  hands,  and  that  their  pres- 
byters are  but  ciphers/' 

Concerning  Ceremonies. 

*'  These  divines  argue  for  leaving  them  indifferent  for 
ttie  peace  of  the  church,  as  being  not  essential  to  the  per-' 
Ibction  of  Christian  worship,  especially  when  so 'many  looked' 
upon  them  as  sinful. 

They  conclude  thus : ''  We  perceive  your  counsels  against 
peace  are  not  likely  to  be  frustrated.  Your  'desires  con- 
cerning us  are  likely  to  be  accomplished.  You  are  like 
to  be  gratified  with  our  silence  and  ejection  $  and*  yet  we 
will  believe,  that  'Blessed  are  the  peace-makers;'  and' 
tjiougb  we  are  prc^vei|ted  by  you  in  our  pursuits  of  peace, 
and  are.never  like^  thus  publicly  to  seek  it  more,  yet  are 
we  resolved,  as<much  as  possible,  to  live  peaceably  with 
all  men." 

The  eyes  of  the  Presbyterians  were  now  opened,  and 
tjiey  began  to  discern  their  w^aknesain  expecting  an  agree- 
ment with  the  bishops,  who  appeared  to  be  exasperated, 
and  determined  to  tie  them  dovm  to  the  old  establishment. 
The  former  severities  began  already  to  be  revived,  and  the 
laws  were  put  in  execution  against  some  who  did  not  make 
.U8ei>f  the  old  liturgy.  Many  were  suspended  and  turned 
out  of  their  livings  on.  this  accpup^^.  upon  which  the  lead-j 
ing  Presbyterians  applied  to  the  king,  and  humM/^  re* 
4]uc»ted, 
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1.  '^  That  they  might  with  all  convenient  speed,  see  his 
majesty's  conclusions  upoii  the  proposals  of  mutual  con- 
descensions, before  they  pass  into  resolves. 

S.  **  That  his  majesty  would  publicly  declare  bis  plea- 
sure for  the  suspension  of  all  proceedings  upon  the  act  of 
uniformity,  against  nonconformists  to  the  liturgy  and',  cere* 
monies,  till  they  saw  the  issue  of  their  hoped-for  agree- 
ment. •       .  . 

3.  <<  That  until  the  said  settlement,  there  miay  be  no  oatti 
of  canonical  obedience,  nor  subscription  to  the  liturgy  apd 
ceremonies  required,  nor  renunciation  of  their  ordination 
6y  mere  presbyters,  imposed  as  necessary  to  institution,  in- 
duction, jor  confirmation.  * 

4  ^*  That  his  majesty  would  cause  the  broad  seal'to  be 
revoked,  where  persons  had  been  put  into  the  possession  of 
the  livings  of  others  not  void  by  sequestration,  but  by  the 
death  of  the  former  incumbents. 

5.  ''  That  a  remedy  may  be  provided  against  the  return, 
of  sciandaloos  ministers,  into  the  places  from  whence  they 
had  been  ejected."* 

His  majesty  gave  them-  a  civil  audience,  and  told  them^ 
he  would  put  what  he  thought  fit  to  grant  them  .into  the 
form  of  a  declaration,  which  they  should  have  the  liberty 
of  perusing  before  it  was  made  public.  A  copy  of  this  was 
accordi|%)y  delivered  by  the  chancellor  to  Mr.  Baxter,  and 
other  Presbyterian  divines,  September  4,  with  liberty  to 
make  exceptions,  and  give  notice  of  what  they  disliked.f 
These  Olivines,  petitioned  for  spme  farther  amendments  and 
alterations ;  upon  which  the  king  appointed  a  day  to  hear 
what  could  besaid  on  both  sides,  and  came  to  the  chancellor's 
house,  October  St,  attended  by  ^he  dukes  of  Albemarle 
&ad  Ormond,  the  earls  of  Manchester,  Anglesea,  and  lord 
HoUis. 

Ott  ti»  part  of  the  bishops  were. 


'  Dr.  Sheldon, 

bishop  of  London 

Dr.  Iibil«5» 

Woreetttr 

Dr.  HeochmJio, 

Salitbarj 

Dr.  Cosins, 

Dnrham 

.Dr.GMideii, 

Bxeter 

Dr.Hacket, 

Litchfield  and  Co? enlrj 

Dr.  fiarwick. 

dean  of  St.  Paul's  ^~Dr.  GouoiDg^  &0., 

*  Baattr'a  Life,  pari  9.  p.  241. 

t  K.tniitl's  Chiron,  p.  946.     Baxter'i  Life,  part  J«  p.  t75,  974* 
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On  the  side  of  the  Presbyterians  were. 

Dr.  RejDolds        Dr.  Sporstow      •  Dr.  Maotoa  Dr.  Wallifb 

Mr.  CftluDj  Mr.  Asbtf  Mr.  Baxter 

As  the  chancellor  read  over  the  declaration,  each  party 
were  to  allege  their  exceptions^  and  the  king  to  determine. 
1*he  chief  debates  were  on  the  high  power  of  the  bishops, 
and  the  necessity  of  reordination.  Bishop  Mortey  and  Dr. 
Gunning  spoke  roost  on  one  side;  and  Mr.  Calamy  and 
Baxter  on  the  other.*  Upon  hearing  the  whole,  his.  majesty 
delivered  his  judgment  as  to  what  he  thought  proper  should 
stand  in  the  declaration ;  and  appointed  bishop  Morley  and 
Henchman,  Dr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Calamy,  to  express  it  in 
proper  words ;  and  if  they  disagreed,  the  earl  of  Anglesea 
and  lord  Hollis  to  decide. 

At  length  the  declaration,,  with  such  amendments  sa 
the  king  would  admit,  was  published  under  the  follow- 
ing jLitle :  .  . , 

<^  His  majesty^^s  declaration  to  all  his  loving  sdi^ects  of 
his  kingdom  of  England  and  dominion  of  Wajes,  don* 
cerning  ecclesiastical  affairs.  Given  at  our  court  at 
Whitehall^  October  23,  1660,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  our 
reign." 

,  The  declaration  being  long.f  and  to  be  tnet  with  in 
tttost  of  oor  historians,  I  shall  giv€  the  reed0r  onfy  an  atN 
alract  of  it.  :         i'. 

*«  In  our  letter  from  BredA  we  promised  in  due  time  to 
propose  something  to  the  world  for  the  propitgatipn  of  the 
Protestant  religion ;  and  we  think  onrself  more  competent 
to  propose,  and  with  God's  assistance  determine  many 
things  now  in  difference,  from  the  experience  we  have  had 
in  most  of  the  reformed  churches  abroad,  where  we  have 
had  frequent  conferences  with  the  most  leaniedl  oiniy  who 
have  unanimously  lamented  the  distempers  and  too  noto- 
rious schisms  in  matters  of  religion  in  fisglanid. 

<'  When  we  were  in  Holland  we  were  attended  by  many 
grave  and  learned  ministers  from  faenca  of  the  Presbyterian 

♦  Baxter's  Life,  part  2.  p.  278. 

t  ThU  declaration  was  drawn  op  bj  lord-obanoellor  Hyde :  bat  many  of  the  eva- 
give  olaQses  were  raggested  by  some  of  the  ktog^s  more  soArtfl  adviialt.  "Secret  His- 
tory ofthe.CoQrtand  Reign  «f  CharkfsII.  wi^U  l«p,  93, — Biu         .    . 
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opiiiioil>  md  to  our  great  satisfaetion  me  found  them  full  of 
affection  to  us,  np  enemies  to  episcopacy  or  Uturgy  (as  they 
bave.been  rept^ted  to  be),  but  modestly  desiring  such  alte^ 
rations  as,  without  shattering  foundations,  might  give  ease 
lo  the  tenderness  of  some  men's  consciences.  For  the  doing 
of  this  w^  intended  to  bam  called  A  synodof  divines,  but  ol>- 
aervjag  the.Qirer-passionateand  turbulent  way  of  proceeding 
of  some  persotis,  and  the.  impatience  of  otl^pers  for  a  speedy 
4etermibatioti  #f  these  matterB,  iwe  have  been  prevailed 
with  to  invert  the  method  we  proposed,  and  to  give  some 
determination  our^f  to  the  matters  jn  difference,  till  s^ch 
«  syjDod  tnay  be  called  as  may,  without  passion  or  preju- 
dice, give  us  SMcb  farther  assistance  towards  a  perfect  union 
of  affeotious,  .as  well  as  submssion  to  ai:^hority9  as  is  ne- 
cessary. 

•«  We  must,  for  the  honour  of  all  with  whom  we  have 
conferred^  declare,  that  the  professions  and  desires  of  all  for 
theadvaocement  of  piety,  and  true  godliness  are  the  samc^; 
.their  professions  of  2seal  for  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  of 
affection  and  duty  to  u%  the  same ;  they  all  approve  epis-* 
copacy  and  a  Uturgy^  and  disapprove  of  sacrilege,  and  the 
alienation  of  the  revenues  of  the  church."* 

His  majesty  tbed  declares  his  esteem  and  affection  for  the 
church  of  England,  and  that  his  esteem  of  it  is  not  lessened 
I^  his  condescending  to  dispense  with  some  particular  cere- 
monies,^  and  then  proceeds  to  his  concessions. 

.1.  *'  We  declare  our.purpose  and  resolution  is,  and  shall 
be9  to  promote  the.  power  of  godliness,  to  encourage  the 
public  and  private  exercises  of  religion,  to  take  care  of  the 
due  observation  of  the  Lord's  day ;  and  that  insufficient,  neg- 
lijgent,  and  soandaAous  ministers  be  not  permitted,  in  the 
eluircbr  We  shall  take  care  to  prefer  none  to  the  episcopal 
office  and  charge  but  men  of  learning,  virtue,  and  piety ; 
and  we  shall  provide  the  best  we  can,  that  the  bishops  be 
frequent  preachers,  and  that  they  do  often  preach  in  some 
cbufoh  or  other  of  their  diocess. 

.  S.  '*  Because  some  diocesses  may  be  of  too  large  extent, 
we  will  appoint  s«ch  a  number  of  suffragans  as*  shall  1^ 
sufficient  for  the  due  performance  of  their  work. 

3.  ^^No  bishops  shall  ordain  or  exercise  qpy, part  of  juris- 

*  Comp.  Hist.  Tol.  3.  p.  ^46.  Baxter's  Life,  part.  8.  p.  359.  K«ftiMt'tf  Gbr^ii. 
P.9S9. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26^  mSTORt  OF 

diction  which  appertains  to  the  censures  of  the  eharch,  witli^ 
out  advice  and  assistance  of  tfaepresbyters.  No  chancellors, 
commissaries,  or  officials,  shall  excommunicate,  absolve,  or 
exercise,  any  act  of  spiritual  jurisdiction,  il'herein  any  of  the 
ministry  are  concerned  with  reference  to  their  pastoral 
charge.  Nor  shall  the  archdeacon  exercise  any  jorisdictioii 
i^ithout  the  advice  and  assistance  of  six*  ministers  of  his 
archdeaconry ;  three  to  be  nominated  by  the  bishop,  and 
three  by  the  suffrage  of  the  presbyters  within  the  arch- 
deaconry. 

4.  ^<  We  will  take  care,  that  the  preferment  of  deans  and 
chapters  shall  be  given  to  the  most  learned  and  pious  pres- 
byters of  the  diocess,  and  that  an  equal  number  (to  those  of 
the  chapter)  of  the  most  learned  and  pious  presbyters  of  the 
same  diocess,  annually  chosen  by  the  major  vote  of  all  the 
presbyters  of  that  diocess  present  at  such  elections^  shall  be 
always  advising  and  assisting,  together  with  those  of  the 
chapter,  in  all  ordinations,  at  all  church-censures,  and  other 
important  acts  of  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  wherein  any  of 

'  the  ministry  are  concerned.  Provided  that  at  all  such  meet- 
ings, the  number  df  ministers  so  elected,  and  those.of  the 
chapter  present,  be  equal ;  and  to  make  the  numbers  equal, 

*  the'juniors  of  the  exceeding  number  shall  withdraw  to  make 
way  for  the  more  ancient.  Nor  shall  any  suffragan  bishop 
ordain  or  exercise  any  jurisdiction,  without  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  a  sufficient  number  of  presbyters  annually 
chosen  as' before.  And  our  will  is,  that  ordination  be  con- 
stantly and  solemnly  performed  by  the  biAop  and  his  afore- 
said presbytery  at  the  four  set  times  appointed  by  the  church 
for  that  purpose. 

5.  \'  Confirmation  shall  be  rightly  and  solemnly  perform- 
ed, by  the  information  and  with  the  consent  of  the  minister 

'  of  th^  place,  who  shall  admit  none  to  the  Lord's  supper,  till 
they  have  made  a  credible  profession  of  their  faith,  and  pro- 
mised obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  according  to  the  rubric 
before  the  catechism;  and  all  diligence  shall  be  used  for 

'  the  instruction  and  reformation  of  scandalous  offbnders, 
whom  the  minister  shall  not  suffer  to  partake  of  the  Lord's 
supper  till  they  have  openly  declared  their  repentance,  and 
resolutions. of  limendment;  provided  there  be  place  for  ap- 
peals to  superior  powers.  Every  rura^l  dean  (to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  bishop  as  heretofore)  with  three  or  four  minis- 
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Un  of  that  deanery  cbosea  by  the  major  paHof  all  the  mi- 
nisters  within  the^ame^-frhall  meet  once'  a  iHonth  to  receive 
complaints  from  the  ministers  or  churchwardens  of  parishes 
and  to  compose  such  differences  as  shall  be  referred  to'tbem 
for  arbitration^  and  to  reform  such  things  as  are  amiss,  by 
their  pa&toral  reproofs  and  admonitions/and  what  they  cal»- 
not  reform  are  to  be  presented  to  the  bishop.  Moreover, 
tberiiral  dean  and  his  assistants  are  to  take  care  of  the  ca- 
teohis(ing  children  and  youth,  and  that  they  can  give  a  good 
jieebunt  of  their  ikith  before  they  are  brought  to  the  bishop 
to  be  confirmed. 

6.  *'  No  bishop  ihall  exercise  any  arbitrary  power/ or  in»- 
pose  any  thing  upon  bis  clergy  or  people,  but  accprditig  to 
the  law  of  the  land* 

7.  /^  We  will  appoint  an  equal  number  of  divines  of  both 
persuasions  to  review  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England^ 
and  to  make  such  alterations  as  shall  be  thought  necessary ; 
and  some  additional  forms  in  the  Scripture  phrase,  as  hear 
as  may  be,  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  several,  parts  of  wbr* 
ship,  and  that  it  be  left  to  the  minister's  choice  to  use  one 
ox  the  other  at  his  discretion.  Iii  the  mean  time,  we  desire 
that  the  ministers  in  their  several  churches' will  not  wholly 
lay  aside  the  use  of  the  common  prayer,  biit  wfU  read  those 
parts  of  it  against  which  they  have  no  exception;  jret'bur 
will  and  pleasure  is,  that  none  be  punished  or  troubled  for 
Ji9t  using' it  till  it  be  reviewed  and  effec[tually  reformed*  / 

8.  Lastly,  ^^  Concerning  ceremonies,  if  any  are  practhed 
^.contrary  to  law,  the  same  shall  cease.  £very  hational  churcli 

has  a  power  to  appoint  ceremonies  for  its  members,'  which, 
though  before  they  were  indifferent,  yet  cease  to  be  so' when 
eslablisbed  bylaw.  We  are  therefore  content  to  indulge 
tender  consciences,  so  &r  as  to  dispense  with  their  Using 
such  ceremonies  as  are  an  oflfehce  to  them,  but  not  t<^  abolish 
them.    We  declare  therefore,  that  hone  shall  be  compelled 

^o  receive  the  sacrament. kneeling,  nor. to  use  the  cross  in 
baptism,  nor  to  bow  at  the  name  of  Jesus/nor  to  use  the  siin- 

.  plice,  except  in  the  royal  chapel,  and  in  cathedral  arid  dbl- 
legiaj^e  ckurches,  .  Nor  shall  subscription,  nor  the  oath  of 

..  canonical:  cdiedience,  be  riequired  at  present,  in  order  to  dir*^ 
dinatipri,  institution,  or  induction,  but  only  the  taking  th^ 
paths  5>T allegiance  ontl  Sttpremacy;  nor  shall  any  lose  tMgtir 
acadenxieal  degrees,  or  forfeita  presetitatioh,  or  be  depriviMI 
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#f  a  beiibflc«^  for  not  .iledgri«g  fcU  aisent  to  dl  tlie  tkirt;^ 
«iiie.«fiiete»^  proykM  he  read  aod  dodare  hit  asfioni  Ao  all 
.Ae  docttiaal  flfrtickb^  and  to  the  ifacraments.  And  we  do 
iBg«A  tenew  our  declahitioii  firoio  Br^da^  that  no  man  shall 
ht  dnq«ieted  or  callied  ia  qaestionfbrdifferenoesof  o|uaimi 
in  mattjars  of  rdigpioo  which  do  not  dbtitrb  Ibo  peace  of  the 
Jiu^dom. . 

.  Jiii,  inajeaty  cdDcludes^  **  with  conjUiiiig  all  his  loving 
bobjeet8^4Q  aequiefice  aiul  subniit  to  this  declaration^  cod^ 
witBiAg  the  diSinreaees  that  have  so  tntfeh,  dis^aieted  the 
nation  at  home,  and  given  offence  to  the  ProieslaDt 
-chiirohes  abroad* 

>  '  Thbogh  tins  decIaratioA  did  not  satisfy  all  the  mintsterS) 
yet  the  greatest  numbers  were  content ;  but  be^aose  it  pror 
ceeded  upon  -IhepIaB  «f  diocesan  epasoopacy  which  they.had 
covenaitted  igainst,  others  wene  extremely  «neasy ;  sone 
▼entiired  upon  a  aecodd  address  to  the  king,  in  which  they 
maew  their  requests  for  *ardhbishop  Usher's  scheme  of  pri* 
mtiYe  episcopacy 9  as  mtdst  agreeable  to  Scripture;  most 
conducive  to  good  discipline^  and  as  that  which  would  save 
4ho«iation,from4he  violatidn  of-a  solemn  league  and  cove* 
mnt,  which,  whellier  it  were  lawfully  imposed  or.  no,  they 
eonteive  now  to>bfe  binding. 

Concerning  the  preamble  of  his  majesty's  dieclaration  they 
ttfUder  Ihese  TecjIueMft: 

h  ^'  That  as  they  are  persuaded  it  is  not  jn  hb  majesty's 
Ihoughts  to  iatioiate  that  they  are  guilty  of  the  offences 
therd»  mentioned)  fhey  hope  it  will  he  «  motive  to  hasten 
thejanion^ 

8.  ^^  Though  they  detest  sacrilege,  yet  they  wlU  not  det 
iermine^  whether  in  somecasesofsuperflutlies  of  revenues, 
and  the  necessity  ofthe  church,  theremay  not  be  as  aUena^ 
ti6ti,.Which  is  no  saeriljege. 

S.  '^  His  mdjesty  having  acknowledged  their  moderation, 
th^  still  hope  they  may  be  received  into  the  settlement) 
and  continue  their  stations  ui 'the  church. 

4.  ^^  Sino^  his  majesty  has  declared,  that  the  essence  of 
episcopacy  may  be  preserved^  .though  the  ^Ktent^of  the  ju« 
risdictiiNfi  be:altered,  they  hope  his  maje^y  will  consent  to 
auob  an  attenltidn  as  may  satisfy  their  .consciences." 
*!'  (They  4lben  .rfe*Bew*itheir  nequestv fdr  ipromotiitg of  fxiety ^ 
tf  a  religious  and  diligent  /ministry ;  of  the  requisites  ef 
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cliitrGli-cosittinDioii;  Hud  £br  tbe  observalioft  of  th^sftbbath^ 
Tfaejr  tomplftis,  tbat^  pamhrdiscipliii^  id  not  i  cuSi^ieol^ 
granted  IB  bis  OQsij^y's  deelaration,  that  iaferiop synods  w» 
passed  by,  aad  that  the  bitbop  ie  Hot  epkcepus  pra^es^  \m% 
€pis€Ofmsprmceps,mkiutd  witbsol^  power  of  or4inatioiii»Dd 
JAuriadietion.  They  tberefiE^'e  pray  again,  that  arcbbi«h<9 
Usher's  form  of  cbureh-govennaieat  may  be  eetldiUsbedi  at 
least  in  these  three  points  :*  . 

1.  ''That  the.pastors.  of  parishes  may  be  allowed  to 
preach)  catechise,  and  deny  the  communion  of  the  church  to 
the  inlip^iriteht,  isi^andalods,  or  such  as  do  not  make  a  cre- 
dible profession  of  iahh  and  obedience  to  the  commainds  of 
Christ. 

•3.  «<  That  the  pastors  of  each  rural  deanery  may  meet 
once* «  inonth,  to  reoeWe  presentments  and  appeals,  to  ad- 
monish offenders,  and  after  due  patience  to  proceed  t»  ex* 
eommiitfictttion. 

3.  '^^'That  a  diocesan  syntd  of  the  del^pitos  of  rural  sy- 
nods may  be  called  as  often  as  n^jed  requires ;  that  the  biriiop 
may  not  otdain  or  eciQeroise  spiritual  censures  without  the 
eoasent  of  the^  msriority ;  and  tba^neiiher 'ehaBcellori,  arch- 
deacons, commissaries,  nor' ofietals,  may  pass  censures 
purely  spiritual ;  but  for  the  exercise  of  civil  gowrnment 
codrci rely  by  mulcfts,  or  eorppfalpbiNilties,  by  pitmer  derived 
from  your  majesty,  as  supreme  over  all  persons  4Hid  things 
etelekiabtical,  we  presume  not  Kt  all  to  iiiterpdse*'^ 

V  As  to  the  Ijiturg;y. 

^*  They  rejoice  that  his^ajes^y.has  declared,  tliat  none 
should 'sufiienr  for  not  using  the  common  pmyer  aad  ceremo- 
nies; bift  then  it  grieves  us  (say  they)  to.  hear  that  it  is 
giv«n  in  charge  to  the  judges  at  the  assims,  to  indict  men 
Upon  the  actof  uniformity  for  not  using^the  common  prayer^ 
Thait  it  is  noton^y.  some  obsolete  words  and  phrases  that.aro 
oflfenMve^  but  that  other  things  need  amendment ;  therefiire 
Kpe  prayy  that  noae-may  be  piinishedfor  not  using  the  bobk, 
till  it  ^ht  refSbrined  by  the  consent  of  the  divines  oi  both 
parlios,'" 

,  *f  Concerning  Ceremonies. 

^^  They  thank  his  msyesty  for  bis  gracious  concessioas^ 
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but  praylitoi^  t#  Isttrt  out  of  Us  dedamdoft  tbeM  words^ 
'ikat  we  do  flot  believe  the  practiee  of  thepartieular  cere- 
ttoDies  excepted  against  unlawfol/  became  we  are  not  all  of 
that  opittfon;  but  we  desire*  that  there  may  be  no  law  nov 
eanon  for  or  agaiast  them  (being  allowed  by  our  oppojneoti 
as  indifferent),  as  there  is  iio  canon  against  any  particular 
gesture  in  singing  psalms,  and  yet  there  is  an  uninterriipled 
unity," 

*'  For  particular  Ceremonies* 

L  f<  We  humbly  crave,  that  there  may  be  liberty  to  m> 
eeive  ihe  Lord's  sapper  either  kneeling,  standing,  or  sitting. 
S.  That  the  observation  of  holy-days  of  human  institutiop 
»aybe  leftindi&rent.  3.  We  thank  your  majesty  for  li- 
berty as  to  the  cnoeain  baptism,  the  surplice,  and  bowing  at 
the  name  of  Jesus;  .but  we  pray,  that  this  liberty  may. ex- 
tend to  colleges  and  cathedrals  for  the  benefit  of  youth  as 
welliffi  elder  persons,  jand.  that  the  canons  which  impose 
tiiese  ceremonies  may  be.  repealed. 

•  <'  We  thank  your  majesty,  for  your  gracious  concession  of 
the  fbrbearance  of  .subscrtptioa.;  though  we  do  not  disseiit 
from  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  church  of  England ;  ..nt^r 
do  weacruple  the  oatbsof  allegiance  and; supiremacy,  nor 
would  we  have  the  door  left  open  for  Papists  and.  heretic^ 
to  come  in. 

''  But  we  take  the  liberty  to  represent  .to  your  majesty, 
that,  notwithstanding  your  gracious  concessions,  our  minis- 
ters cannot  procure  institution  without  renouncing  their 
ordination  by  presbyters, /or  being  reordamed,  nor  ^without 
subscription  and  the  oaths  of  canonical  obedience.  And, we 
are  apprehensive  that  your,  majesty's,  indulgence  .doe^  oot 
extend  to  the  abatement  oCreordination,  or  6ubscription,.or 
the.oatbof  canonical  obedience.  Wei  theretore  earneatly 
crave,  that  your  majesty  will  declare  your  pleasure,  L  That 
ordination,-  and. institution,. and. laductiofi,  maybaoon&r- 
red  without  the  said  sidbscriptiou)  and'Oi|tk  .  SL.T^t  noiie 
may  be;  urged  to  be  reordaioed^  or. denied  iiistitwtion  f^r 
want  of  ordination  by  prelates  that  have  been  ordained. by 
presbyters.  3.  That  none  may  forf^pit  their  presentation  or 
benefice  for  not  reading  those  articles  of  the  thirty-nine  that 
relate  to»  government  and  ceremonief /' 

However,  if  the  king's  declaration,  without  any  amend* 
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mentis,  had  passed  into  a  law,  it  WouM  liaW  prevfastadi  In  a 
great  measure  the  iBepara^ioh  that  followed;  but  neithbr 
the  coiirt  nor  ministry  intended  it,  if  they  could  ftand  tlieir 
ground  upon  the  foot  of  the  old  edtabli^inent;  A  reverend 
prelate  of  the  church  of  England  confesses,  <'  that  this  de- 
claration has  in  it  a  spirit  of  true  WiidMi  and  cbarity^hoT^ 
any  one  public  (Confession  that  was  eWr  msde  ni  natters  df 
religion.  It  shews  the  admirable  temper  and  prudence  of 
the  king  and  his  council  in  that  lender  juncture  of  afairv; 
it  proves  the  charity  and  moderation  of  the  isuiferingt^i^lioiNi, 
in  thinking  such  concessions  just  and  ri^a^biwfaie  for  peite 
and  unity;  and  it  shews  a  disposition  in  the  other  party  to 
have  accepted  the  terms  of  union  consistent  WUh'oiirepifi^ 
copa6y  and  liturgy.  It  condemns  the -unhappy 'ferment  that 
soon  after  followed  for  want  of  this  temper ;  aivd4t  ttay  etand 
for  a  pattern  to  posterity,  whenever  they  are  dhipo6ed>  to 
restore  the  discipline  and  faeal  the  breachea  )of  thecburch/' 
Another  conformist  writer  adds,  ^*  If  ever  a  divine  sentenee 
was  in  the  mouth  of  any  king,  and  his  mouth  erred,  not  in 
judgment;  I  verily  believe  it  was  thus  with  our  present  ma- 
jesty when  he  composed  that  admirable  declaration,  which 
next  to  the  tloly  Scripture  1  adore,  and  think  that  the 
united  judgment  of  the  whole  nation  cannot  frame  a  better 
or  a  more  unexceptionable  expedient,  for  a  firm  and  laisttng 
concord  of  these  distracted  churches.** 

The  Presbyterians  about  Ix>ndon  were  so  iar  pleased, 
that  they  drew  up  the  following  address  of  thanks,  in  the 
name  of  the  city-ministers,  and  presented  it  to  the  king 
November  16,  by  the  hands  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Samuel 
Clarke. 

<^  Most  dread  Sovereign ! 

**  We  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  mi- 
nisters of  the  gospel  in  your  city  of  London,  having  perused 
your  majesty's  late  declaration,  and  finding  it  so  full  of  in- 
dulgence and  gracious  condescension,  we  cannot  but  judge 
ourselves  highly  obliged  first  to  render  our  unfeigned  thanks 
to  God,  and  next  our  most  humble  and  hearty  acknowledg- 
ments to  your  majesty,  that  we  may  testify  to  your  royal  self, 
and  all  the  world,  our  just  sentiments  of  your  majesty's 
great  goodness  and  clemency  therein  expressed."* 

•  Baxttr's  Life,  pwt  f.  p.  J79.  584.     KeDnel*ii  Chron.  p.  Sll. 
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The  address  then  recites  the  several  condescensions  df 
•his  majesty  in  the  declaration,  and  concludes  thus,  "We 
traye  leave  to  profess,  that  though  all  things  in  this  frame 
of  government  be  not  exactly  suited  to  our  judgments,  yet 
^ydur  mig^ty's  moderation  has  so  great  an  influence  on  us, 
ihaC  we  ^ball  to  our  utmost  endeavour  the  healing  of  the 
breacJie%  Md  promoting  the  peace  and  union  of  the  church. 
•*^We  would  beg  of  your  majesty,  with  all  humility  upop 
our  knees,  that  reordination,  and  the  surplice  in  colleges, 
might  net  be  imposed ;  .a(id  we  hope  God  will  incline  your 
•majesty's  heart  to  gratify  us  in  these  our  desires  also." 

Signed  by 
Samuel  Ckrk  Jo.  ;Rawlinfion       Thomas  Lye 

WilUem  Cooper       Jo.  Sheffield         John  Jackson 
Thomas  Case  Thomas  Gouge     John  Meriton 

Jo.  Gibbon  Gab.  Sanger         William  Bates 

William  Whiitaker  El.  Pledge  With  many  others. 

Thomas  Jacomb       Matth.  Pool 

The  king  having  received  the  address,  returned  this  an- 
swer,* "  Gentlemen,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  all  satis- 
faction, and  to  make  you  as  happy  as  myself."t 

IJpon  the  terms  of  this  declaration  Dr.  Reynolds  ac- 

*  Reuvet't  OhroB.  p»  315. 

t  December  11, 17f  9.— Waitijif  on  Arthur  Onslow,  esq.  speaker  of  the  houonr- 
able  hoqse  of  commons,  he  was  pleased  to  suffer  me  to  perose  and  afterward  to  tran- 
•ofibe  s  malPgiBal  note,  which  be  bad  written  with  his  own  hand  to  pages  152, 153, 
an4  t^"^*  of  the  first  volome  of  mj  Abrid^ent«f  Mr.  Baxter's  Lift,  where  the  sab- 
ject  ofwhichl  was  treating,  was  king  Charles's  celebrated  declaration  Ibr  ecclesias- 
iicai  aikdrs,  which.bQre  date  October  25, 166a 

I  bod  said,  that  the  coqcessions  there  made  were  S9  highly  pleasing,  that  an  ad- 
dress of  thanks  was  drawn  Qp  and  signed  by  many  of  the  dlssotftihg  tnembers  in  and 
abont  London,  &c. 

The  marginal  note  before  mentioned,  was  in  the  words  following: 

"  Both  houses  of  parliament  did  also  seyenlly  present  to  thb  king  aa  address  of 
thanks  for  this  declaration :  and  in  the  house  of  commons,  November  6, 1660,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  make  the  deolaiation  effbotnal,  aad  tktpei^ 
son  first  named  of  the  committee  was  Serjeant  Hales,  who  was  therefore  very  pro^ 
ImUynbe  fint  mover  of  this  bill.  And  as  he  was  the  next  day  (I  think  k  was  so 
soon)  made  chief  Lqrd  baron,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  ho  was  desirous  to  leave  the  hooM 
of  commons  with  this  mark  of  his  moderation,  as  to  the  religious  diffeKaces  of  that 
tune,  and  what  he  thought  woold  be  the  proper  means  to  heal  theln.  But  his  en* 
deaYoarsdid  not  succeed;  for  on  the  SSth  of  Norember  foliowingi  the  bill  being 
read  the  first  time,  and  a  question  put  that  the  bill  be  read  a-  second  time,  it  passed 
in  the  negative :  the  yeas  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  the  noes  one  hnndred  and 
eighty-three.  The  teller*  for  the  yeas  were  air  Anthony  Joby  and  sir  George 
Booth ;  for  the  noes,  sir  Solomon  Swale  and  Mr.  Palmer." 

Kote.  '*  Sir  Seiomon  Swale  was  afterward  discharged  being  a  member  of  the  hoa»e 
of  commons,  for  being  a  Popish  reoosan^convictV'—Pr.  Calamy's  History  of  bis  own 
Life. 

I  here  insert  this  for  the  use  of  posterity. 
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cepted  of  the  bishoprick  of  Korwicli;  Mr.  Baxter  was 
oflfered  the  bishoprick  of  Hereford,  but  refhsed  upon  other' 
reasod$;  and  Mr.  Calamy  declined  the  bishoprick  of  Litch- 
field and  Coventry^  till  the  king's  declairation  should  be. 
passed  into  a  law.  Dr.  Manton,  having  been  presented  to 
thie  living  of  Covent-garden  by  the  earl  of  Bedford/ aeceipt^' 
ed  it  upon  the  terms  of  the  declaration,'  and  received  ^pii-' 
copal  institution  from  Dr.  Sheldon  bishop  of  London^  Ja- 
nuary 10,  1660—61.  Having  first  subscribed  the  doctrinal 
articles  of  the  church  6f  Stigland  only,  and  taken  the  oaths' 
of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  and  of  canonical  obedience  in 
all  things  liawful  and  honest.  The  doctor  was  also  content 
that  the  Common  Prayer  should  be  read  in  His  chiireh.. 
Dr.  Bates  was  offered  the  deanery  of  Litchfield ;  Dr.  Man- 
ton  the  deanery  of  Rochester ;  and  Mr.  Bowles  that  of 
York ;  but  finding  how  things  were  going  at  court,  aftei^. 
some  time,  refused. 

The  lords  and  commons,  upon  reading  the  king'a  decla- 
ration/aigreed  to  Wait  upon  bis  majesty  in  abody,  4nd  return 
ikim  thanks;  and  the  commons  ordered  a  bill  into  theic 
house  to  pass  it  into  a  laW;  but  when  the  bill  had  been 
I'ead  the  first  time,  the  question  being  put  for  a  second 
reading,  it  passed  in  the  negative;  one  of  the  secretaries 
df  stdt§  opposing  it,  which  was  a  sufficient  indication,^  says 
fir:  Bated,  of  the  king  and  court's  aversion  to  it.*  JSir 
Matthew  Hale,  who  was  zealous  for  the  declaration^  at  thaf 
very  juncture  was  taken  out  of  the  house  of  commons^  and 
made  Ibrd^chief-baron  of  the  exchequer,  that  he  might  not 
oppose  the  resolutions  of  the  ministry.  Strange !  that  a 
house  of  commons,  which  on  the  9th  of  November  had 
given  the  king  thapks  for  his  declaration  by  their  speaker 
nem.  contradicente,  should  on  the  tSth  of  the  same  month 
rigect  it  before  a  second  reading.  This  blasted  all  the  ex-* 
pectations  of  the  Presbyterian  clergy  at  once.  It  was  now. 
apparent  that  the  court  did  not  design  the  declaratioD. 
should  be  carried  into  execution,  but  only  serve  as  a  tem- 
porary expedient  to  keep  them  quieti  till  the  church shottld 
be  in  circumstances  to  bid  them  defiance.  While  the  dio- 
cesan doctors  were  at  Breda  (says  Mr.  Baxterf)  they  did 
not  dream  that  thdr  way  to  the  highest  grandeur  waa 
so  fair  $  then^  they  would  have  been  glad  of  the  terms  of 

•  KtBDOt's  GhroD.  p,  356.  t  Life,  p.  far. 
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the  dacl^tion  of  Breda;  when  they  came  ia  the;  pro- 
ceeded by  slow  degress,  that  they  might  feel  the  ground 
under  them  ;  for  this  purpose  they  proposed  thedeclaration, 
which  being  but  a  temporary  provision  must  give  place  to 
laws,  but  when  they  found  the  parliament  and  populace  ripe 
for  any  thing  they  should  propose,  they  dropped  the  decla- 
ration,  and  all  farther  thoughts  of  accommodation. 

The  court  and  bishops  were  now  at.ease^and  w0nt  on 
briskly  with  restoring  all  things  to  the  old  standard;  the 
doctrines  of  passive  obedience  and  nonresistance 'were  re- 
vived; men  of  the  highest  principles,  and  most  inveterate 
resentments,  were  preferred  to  bishopricks,  by  which  they 
virere.  more  than  compensated  for  their  sufferings,  by  the 
Targe  sums  of  money  they  raised  on  the  renewal  of  leases,^ 
which  after  so  long  an  interval  were  almost  all  expired ; 
but  what  a  sad  use  they  made  of  their  riches,  I  choose  rather 
to  relate  in  the  words  of  bishop  Burnet  than  my  own. 
<'  ,Wh&t  the  bishops  did  with  their  great  fines  was  a  pattern 
to  all  their  lower  dignitaries^  who  generally  took  more  care 
of  themselves  than  of  the  church;  the  men  of  service^  were 
loaded  with  many  livings,  and  many  dignities.  With  this 
accession  of  wealth,  there  biroke  in  upon  the  church  a  great 
4ealQf  luxury  and  high  living,  on  pretence  of  hofpitality; 
and  with  this  overset  of  wealth  and  pomp  that; came  upon 
men  in  the  decline  of  their  age,  they  who  were  Aowgrpwiiig 
ijQto  old  age,  became  lazy  and  negligent  in  all  the  true  con- 
cerns of  the  church,"t 

*  Tbe  iBtm  od  which  these  leMei^  werereMWed,  were  high  and  oppretai?e ;  ud 
the  bisbopfli  iDoerred  the  severe  censure  of  the  Presbjterito  ministers,  end  raised 
ilgainst  themselves  the  olamonr  of  the  eabordinete  and  dependant  elergy.  The  fines 
t^sed  bj  renewing  the  leases  amoanted  to  «  million  and  halt  In  seme  sees  tbej 
prodoced  40  or  50,000f.  which  were  applied  to  the  enriching  the  bishops'  fomilies.  Se- 
cret History  of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  King  Gharies  II.  toI.  1.  jp.  550^954 ;  and 
Janet's  Historj  of  his  Own  Ti|«es,  vol.  l.p.  271, 13mo. — Ro. 

t  Dr.  Ore  j  endea? ours  to  shew,  that  bishop  Barnet's  representation,  quoted  abof  e , 
waS'fotnded  in  a  mistake;  and,  with  this>iew,  he  states  the  benelaetions  and  chafi** 
ties  of  some  of  the  bishops,  deans,  and  chapters.  According  to  his  authorities',  besides 
the  expendilnres  of  bishop  Dnppa,  which  we  have  mentioned  before.  Dr.  Juxodj^ 
oehbishop  of  Canterbur/«  gave  to  Tarlons  patposes  and  public  worics,  48,000(.  and 
abated  in  fines  l6fiOQl.  Dr.  Sheldon,  whUe  bishop  of  London,  expended  40,0001. 
and  abated  to  his  tenants  17,0002. .  Dr.  R-ewen)  archbishop  of  York,  disbarsed  in 
piritfio. payments,  besides  abatements  to  tenants,  15,0001.  Dr.  Ce^ns  bishop  of 
Doirh^'s  expendituies  in  bnilding  and  repmriug  public  edifices  and  in  charities 
amounted  to  44,0001.  Dr.  Warner,  bishop  of  Ruehester,  though  his  fines  were 
small,  gave  in  royal  presents;  benevolenoes,  and  fobstdies,  and  redeeming  captives, 
9b,Q00l,  Tiie  liberalities  of  various  deans  and  chapters  made  the  sum  of  191,300/. 
These  expenditures  bespeak  munificence  and  generosity  ;'  and  tlioy  appear  to  take  off 
Mcb  of  the  edge  of  bishop  Burnet's  censAfe.  He  allows,  that  *f  som6  ftw  exoep* 
tioas  are  to  be  made :  but  so'few  (he  adds),  that  if  a  new  set  of  men  had  not  ap- 
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Firom  tibii  time^  uyu  bidbop  Keniiet;  tlie  FMMftiyte»iia» 
began  to  prepure  lor  thdory  of  perseeuf  iod,  and  not  wiibout^ 
reason,  for  Mareb  23,  Mr^  Zacb*  Ctofton,  mioifttQr  of  AlcU 
gate^  wad  s^nt  to  tbd  Tower  for  writing  in  filvoiMr  of  the 
covenant;  where. he  lay  a  considerable  time  ^%  great  ex 
ponse,  and  was  at  last  turned  ooiof  hk  parish  without  any 
consideration, 'tho4igh  he.  bad  a  wife  and  ^even  children^ 
and  had  bee;A  very  zealoas  for  the  'king's  restoration.*  Mr. 
Andrew  Parsona,  reictor  of  Wem  in  ShropsUrs,  a  noted 
loyalist,  was  fetched  from  his  house  in  the  month  of  .De- 
cember by  six  soldiers,  for  si^ditioos  preacbiligf  and  non- 
conformity to^  the  ceremonies  ;  foi^  which  he  was  Joed  SOQL 
and'to  coBtinne  in  prison  till  it  was  paid. 

^  Spies  were  sent  into  all  theciongf  egations  of  Presby  teriana 
throughout  England,  to  obserre  and  report  thear  behaviour 
to  the  bishops;,  and  if  a  minister  lamented  the  degeneracy 
of  tl^  times,  or  expressed  bis  cohcem  for  the  ark  of  God, 
if  he  pr^cfaed  against  perfidiouiness,  ^or  glanced  at:. the 
Ti<^s  of  the  court,  he  was  marked  Ibr^aii  enemy  to  the.  king 
and  government!'.  Many  eminenttifnd..loyal  FFesbyteNaoo 
were' seat  to  prison  upon  such  infoiriMliions,^  among  wh^m 
was  tbo learned  and  prudetft«Mr.  JobaufiowC^and  'Mhm 
they  tameto*  tbeir  trmls,  th^  eourt  wafrgniindad  witbsoldienBi 
and  their  friends  not  si^r^  to  attend  tbem*  .Many  were 
sequester^  frbm  their  liyjnl^s,  andcH^  intotbeeeclesiaa- 
tjcal  coilrtsj  for  nol  using  the  itarpU<^eAi4  other  eofemonietf, 
while  the  discipline  of  the  church  mis  mnder  a- kind  of  sink 
pension.  .So  eager  were4|i^  spiritual,  courts  to  renew  the 
^xe^seofitble  sw6rd;  ftnd  so  fiercely  was.  it  brandished 
against  the  fiilling  Presbyterians ! 

The  convention-parliament  passed  sundry  acta  with  rekK 
ticte'tothe  late  times,  of  which  these  following  desern^e:  to 
be  remembered  :  An  act  for  the  confirming  and  restoring  of 
ministers^  which  enacts,  among  other  things,  ^^that  every 
sequestered  minister,  who  has  not  justified  the  late  king's 
murder,  or  declared  against  infaht  baptism,  shall  be  re- 

peared  of  another  atamp,  the  cbarob  had  quite  loat  6er  esteem  over  the  nation.".  The 
reader  will  also  reflect,  that  tl^e  proportion  not  of  Ihe  novbei' i^f  dignitaQes,oD|[f,  who 
nade  a  display  of  charjtj,  or  liberality,  hot  of  the  sums  th9jf-eKpeQded.to  ti^  aooea- 
sion  of  wealthy  if  to  be  taken  into  the  aecooot..  The  above  siuna  faJl  mon  tbap  a 
aaUlion  abort  of  the  amoont  of  the  fines' that  were  raised :  to  these  mast  be  added  (he 
aonoalincomes  of  the  eccleaiastieal  estates  to  which  thej  wer«  preferred.  Grqj'p  |Cx» 
amiaati'on,  toI,  3,  p.  $69-r-274.  Burnet's  Histoxj,  voj*  Pv971.— rEn. 
'  *  Kaanet's  Chron.  p.  99T.    Conf.  Plea,  p.  34. 
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ing;,  And  tli»  prefienl  tftcombflnt  sliaU  p^fteeaMy  qqit  it,  t«d 
be  accoubttible  ibr  dilapMatioA8f  and  al]  arreaM-of  fiftlift  riot 
paid."  'By  this  act  some  hundreds  of  aoneonforaiist  minis* 
ters  were  dispossessed  of  their  liriogs^' before  the  act  ef 
imifarmity  was  penned.  Here  was  tie  distibctioii  between, 
good  or  bad ;  but  if  the*  parson  had  been*  episeopally  or^ 
dained,  and  in  possession,  be  musl  be  restored^  thot^h  he 
had  been  ejected  npon  tfae  strongest  evidenee  of  immorality 
or  scandal. 

The  act  for  confirmation  of  marriages  was  very  expedient 
for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,:  and  the  order  and  haiteony 
of  families.  It  enacts,  **  thait  all  marriages  ssace  May  1^ 
164S,  solemnized  before  a  Jastiee  of  peooe^^ir  reputed  jus- 
tice; and  all  marriages  since  the  said  tiq»,  had  or  so- 
lemnized according  to  the  direction  of  any  ordinance,  or 
reputed  actor  ordinance  of  one  or  both  honses^of parliament, 
shall  be  adjudged  and  esteemed  to  be  of  the  same  force  and. 
effect,  as  if  tbey^ad  been  solemnized  scecording  to  the  ritesr 
and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England.'? 

An  act  6»  the  attainder  of  sereral  persons  guilty  of  the 
horrid  murder  of  his  laie  sacred  majerty  king  Charlesl«.  and 
for  the  perpietnalobservatiM  of  the  SOth  of  Janaary.*  This 
was  the  subject  of  many  conferences  between  the  two 
houses,  in  one  of  which  chancellor  Hyde  declared,  that  the 
king  Imving  sent  him  in-  ^nbassy  to  the  king  of*  Spain,> 
charged-  him^  to  tell  that  monarch  isxpres$ly,  <''that  the* 
horrible  murder  of  his  fiither  ought  not  to  |)e  deemed  astfae; 
act  of  the  parliament,  or  peopleof  England,  but  of  a  email* 
crew  of  wretches  and  miscreants  >who  had  usurped  the  so^ 
▼ereignpower,  and  rendered  themselves  ma8lei»s  of  the  king- 
dom j^'f   ^^  which  the  commons  sent  a  deputation  wkb 

*  Tbe  teryice  for  this  dsj,  it  has  been  remarked,  was  framed  on  the  jure  dimno 
plan,  ooBseqneiitly  on  prinoiple^  inconsialent  with  those  of  the  Revolution.  It  was' 
cMnrn  up  by  arehbiabop  Sanoroft,  whoso  inflaeiioe  proomnad  it  to  be  adoptod  apMi* 
published  by  tbe  king's  aothority,  thoof^b  another  of  a  more  moderate  strain  was  at 
first  preferred  to  it '  When  Sancroft  himself  was  laid  aside  fbr  adopting  car  adhering 
to  prindples  suitable  to  his  style,  what  had  we  to  do  any  longer  with  SanorofTs 
ciffioe  ?    Letters  and  Essays  in  Faronr  of  Pablio  Liberty,  vol.  1.  p.  32. — Ed. 

t  This  plea,  it  has  been  observed  by  a  late  writer,  wontd  have  been  prieeloded»' 
had  the  parliament  of  1641  proceeded  againstthe  king  by  way  of  attunder,  abonl  the' 
time  that  Straflfbrd  and  Land  were  impeaohed.  .For  then  they  were  oonstitationally' 
in vested  with  the  legislative  and  jodioial  powers  of  a  national' representative :  and' 
they  had  sufficient  oTert-aot»  before  them  to  coQvibt  him  of  the  blackest  tretaoiit' 
against  the  majesty  of  the  people  of  England*    Memoirs  of  HoRis,  vol.'  2.  p.  591.' 
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tbraies  to  t|i9  kiog,  Aft^r  the  preanble,  the  act  goe^  on  to 
attaint  tbe  king's  judges^  dead  pr  alive^  eycef^  cotonel  In- 
goldisby*  and  Tbonipsoni  wbd  for  their  late  good  services 
were  pardoned^  but  in  their  room  were  included  eolopel 
J^mbert,  sir  Harry  Vane,  and  Hugh  Peters^  who  were  not 
of  the  judges.  On  the  30th  of  January  this  year,^  thebodies 
of  O.  Cromwell,  Bradshaw,  and  Ireton,  were  taken  out  oC 
their  graves,  and  drawn  upon  hurdles  to  Tyburn^  where 
they  were  hung  up  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  sunset  of 
the  next  day,  after  which  their  beads  were  cut  off,  aind  their 
trunks  buried  all  together  in  one  hole  ondev  the  gaUowa.t 
Colonel  Lambert  was  sent  to  the  ide  of  Jersey^  whete  he 
continued  shiit  np  a  patient  prisoner  douMt  thirty  years ; 
nineteen  made  their  escape  beyond  sea ;  seven  were  made 
otgec^  of  the  king^s  ciemency  ;  nineteen  others^  who  Bur^ 
rendered  on  the  king's  proclamation  of  June  6,  had  iheit 
lives  saved  after  trial ;  but  underwent  otlier  penalties,  as 
imprisoament,  banishment^  and  forfeiture  of  estates ;  so  that 
ten  only  weve  executed  in  the  month  of  October,  after  the 
new  sheriffs  were  entered  upon  their  oiBee,  viz.  Col.  Har- 
rison, Mr.  .Carew,  Cook,  Hugh  Peters,  Mr.  Scot,  Cleipent^ 
l^roop,  Jones^  Hacker,  and  Aktel4 

Bishop  Bumet  aays,^  ^  l%e  trmls  and  exeeutiosis  of.tha 
first  that  su&red,  were  attended  by  vasi  crowds  of  people. 
All  men  seemed  pleffised  with  the  sight ;  bnt  the  firmness 
and  show  of  piety  of  the  sttfferers,  who  went  out  of  the 
world  wiiJi  a  sort  of  trbunph  in  the  cause  tor  wUcIt  they 
suffisred,  turned  the  minds  <^  the  populace,  ineomuch  that 
tiho  king  was  advised  to  proeaed  no  farther.'^  The  pri^ 
soners  were  rudely  treated  in  court;  the  spectators  with 
their  noise  and  clamour  endeavouring^  to  put  them  out  of 
coontenance.  None  of  thesa  denied  the  fact,  hit  all  pleaded 
^  Not  guilty  to  the  treason,"  because  as  they  aaid  they  acted 
by  aiuthority  of  parUameqt;  not  considering,  that  the  house 

*  nr*G^j!pHer^e8,.en  t[ie  f(ttt\iority  of  Jorfl  €lftr«|i4oo,  Hialtbe  oa9f  of  edoiml 
IngoVjlfbj  wasjsingalar.  He  was  drawn  into  the  armj  aboat  tbo  lime  when  be  caoi.e 
first  of  a^e  by  Cromwel1»  to  whom  he  was  nearly  alKed.  Tbaagh  appointed  to  it,  he 
never  sat  with  the  judges  of  the  king :  and  bis  signature  to  the  warrant  for  the  king's 
death  was  obtained  by  yiolenoe ;  Cromwell  seized  his  hand,  put  the  pen  between  bis 
fiiagers,  wi  with  his  •wn  Mnd  wmt*  )Riehard  lagoMshy,  h«  making  all  the  resistance 
he  coqM.    darendoa'a  Histvy,  vol.  8,  f.  7dS. 

t  Vhie  was  d«ie,  s*ys  Drw  Grey,  ami  •  dOlh  ef  laaaary;  a  eirennstaBoe  whieh 
belMTliUa    "        ~ 


Bir.  IMi  might  probably  iU^iik 

X  Kennat's  Chron.  p.  367.  j  Vol.  1.  ^  254. 

VOL. IV.  t 
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of  commons  is  no  court  of  judicature ;  or  if  it  was,  tiat  it 
was  packed  and  purged  before  the  king  was  brought  to  hi» 
trial.  Those  who  guarded  the  scaffold,  pleaded  that  they 
acted  by  command  of  their  superior  officers^  who  would 
have  cashiered  or  put  them  to  death,  if  they  had  not  obeyed. 
They  were  not  permitted  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
cause  between  the  king  and  parliament,  but  were  condemned 
upon  the  statute  of  the  S5th  Edward  III.  for  compassing 
and  imagining  the  king's  death. 

"  The  behaviour  of  the  regicides  at  their  execution  was 
bold  ahd.resolute ;  colonel  Harrison  declared  at  the  gibbet, 
that  he  was  fully .  persuaded  that  what  he  had  done  was 
the  cause  and.  work  of  God,  which  he  was  confident  God 
would  own  and  raise  up  again,  how  much  soever  it  suffered 
at  that  time.  He  went  through  all  the  indignities  and 
severities  of  his  sufferings,  with  a  calmness  or  rather  cheer- 
fulness that  astonished  the  spectators  ;  he  was  turned  off, 
and  cut  down  alive;  for  after  his  body  was  opened^  he 
raised  himself  lip,  and  gave  the  executioner  a  box  on  the  ear.* 
When  Mr.  scrficitor  Cook  and  Hugh  Peters  went  into  the 
sledge,  the  head  of  major-general  Harrison  was  put  liponit, 
with  the  face  bare  towards  them ;  but  notwithstanding  this, 
Mr.  Cook  went  out  of  the  world  with  surprising  resolution, 
blessing  God  that  he  had  a  clear  conscience.  Hugh  Peters 
was  more  timid ;  but  after  he  had  seen  the  execution  and 
quartering  of  Mr.  Cook,  he  resumed  his  courage  at  length 
(which  some  said  was  artificial),  and  said  to  the  sheriff,  ^^  Sir, 
you  have  here  slain  one  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  and 
made  me  behold  it,  on  purpose  to  terrify  and  discourage 
me ;  but  God  has  made  it  an  ordinance  for  my  strengthen- 
ing and  encouragement.t  Mr.  Scot  was  not  allowed  to 
speak  to  the  people,  but  said  in  his  prayer,  *'  that  he  had  been 
engaged  in  a  cause  not  to  be  repented  of;  I  say,  in  a  cause 
not  to  be  repented  of."  Carew  appeared  very  cheerful  as 
he  went  to  the  gibbet,  but  said  little  of  the  cause  for  which 
ne  suffered.  Clements  also  said  nothiifg.  Colonel  Jones 
justified  the  kjng  andcourt  in  their  proceedings;  but  added, 

•  SUte  Trials,  p.  404. 

t  ^'  It  appears  from  this  iostaooe,  and  man/  others  (observes  Mr.  Granger),  that 
the  presamption  of  an  enthasiast  is  mach  greater  than  ^at  of  a  samt.  The  one  is  al- 
vr^yi  humble,  and  works  oat  hift  dwn  salvation  with  fear  and  tremblinn^;  the  other  is 
arrogant  and  assaming,  and  ^eema  to  demand  it  as  his  right."  History  of  Englaiid, 
vol.  3.  p.  339.— Ed. 
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that  they  did  not  satisfy  bim  in  so  great  and  deep  a  point. 
Colonel  Scroop  was  drawn  in  the  same  sledge,  whose  grave 
and  venerable  countenance,  accompanied  with  courage  and 
cheerfulness,  raised  great  compassion  in  some  of  the  spec- 
tators, though  the  insults  and  rudeness  of  others  was  cruel 
and  barbarous :  he  said  he  was  born  and  bred  a  gentleman  ; 
and  appealed  to  those  who  had  known  him  fer  his>beha-> 
vioiir;  he  forgave  the  instruments  of  his  sufferings,  and 
died  for  that  which  he  judged  to  be  the  cause  of  Christ. 
Colonel  Axtel  and  Hacker  suffered  last ;  the  former  be- 
haved with  great  resolution,  and  holding  the  Bible  in  his 
hand  said«  <^  The  very  cause  in  which  I  was  engaged  is 
contained  in  this  book  of  God ;  and  having  been  fully  con<- 
vinced  in  my  conscience  of  the  justness  of  the  war,  I  freely 
engaged  in  the  parliament's  service,  which,  as  I  do  be- 
lieve was  the  cause  of  the  Lord,  I  ventured  my  life  freely 
for  it,  and  now  die  for  it."  Hacker  read  a  paper  to  the 
same  purpose ;  and  after  having  expressed  his  charity  to- 
wards his  judges,  jury,  and  witnesses,  he. said,  "  I  have 
nothing  lies  upon  my  conscience  as  guilt  whereof  I  am  now 
condemned,  and  do  not  doubt  but  to  have  the  sentence 
reversed. 

Few,  if  any  of  these  criminals,  were  friends  of  the  pro^ 
tector  Cromwell,  but  gave  him  all  possible  disturbance  in 
favour  of  a  commonwealth.  Mr.  H.  Cromwell,  in  one  of 
his  letters  from  Ireland,  1657 — 8,  says,  ^*  It  is  a  sad  case, 
when  men,  knowing  the  diflSculties  we  labour  under,  seek 
occasions  to  quarrel  and  unsettle  every  thing  again  ;  I  hear 
Harrison,  Carew,  and  Okey,  have  done  new  feats.  I  hope 
God  will  infatuate  them  in  their  endeavours  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  na.tion ;  their  folly  shews  them  to  be  no  better 
than  abusers  of  religion,  and  such  whose  hypocrisy  the  Lord 
will  avenge  in  due  time." 

The  regicides  certainly  confounded  the  cause  of  the  par- 
liament, or  the  necessity  of  entering  into  a  war  to  bring  de^ 
linquents  to  justice,  with  the  king's  execution;  whereas 
they  fall  under  a  very  distinct  consideration  ;  the  former 
might  be  necessary,  when  the  latter  bad  neither  law  nor 
equity  to  support  it  ;*  for  admitting,   with  them,  that  the 

*  A  distingatshed  writert  ivbo  now  ranks  a  peer,  delivers  a  different  opinion  from 
oar  aathor. '  <'  If  a  king  deserves  (says  he)  to  be  opposed  by  force  of  arms,  be  de« 
serves  death :  if  he  reduces  bis  sabjects  to  that  extremitj,  the  blood  spilled  in  the 
qaarrel  lies  oo  him  :— the  execating  him  afterward  is  a  mve  formalhj."    Walpolo's 
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king  is  Accountable  lo  his  parliament  ( the  house  c^eommoBv 
alone  18  not  the  parliameDt;  and  if  it  wbm,  it  could  not  be 
80^  after  it  was  under  restraint,  and  one  half  of  the  mem- 
bers forcibly  kept  from  their  places  by  the  military  power. 
They  had  no  precedent  for  their  conduct,  nor  any  measure 
of  law  to  try  and  condemn  their  sovereign:  though  the 
Scripture  says,  '<  He  that  sheds  man^s  blood,  by  maa  shall 
his  blood  be  shed;''  yet' this  is  not  a  rule  of  duty  for  private 
persons,  when  there  is  a  government  subsisting.  If  the  king 
had  fallen  io  battle  it  had  been  a  different  ease ;  but  how 
criminal  soever  his  majesty  might  be  in  their  apprehensioss, 
they  had  no  warrant  to  sit  as  his  judges,  and  therefiue 
could  have  no  right  by  their  verdict  cur  senteace  to  put  him 
to  death. 

There  was  another  act  passed  this  sessions*  for  a  perpetual 
anniversary*thaakagiving  on  the  ^9lh  «f  May,  for  his  ma- 
jesty's happy  restoration ;  upon  which  occaaioa  the  bisheps 
were  commanded  to  draw  up  a  suitable  form  of  prayer ;  and 
Mr.  Robinaoo,  in  the  pre&ce  to  his  Review  of  the  Case  of 
Liturgies,  says,  that  in  their  first  form,  whicb  is  eiace  altered, 
'there  are  these  unwarrantaUe  expreasions,  which  I  mentioa 
only  to  shew  the  spirit  of  the  times. — "  We  beseech  thee 
to  give  us  grac>e,  to  remelnber)  and  pi^vjde  for  eur  latter 
end,  by  a  careful  and  studious  imitatioii  of  this  thy  blessed 
saint  and  martyr,  aad  all  other  tl^  saints  aad  iiiartyrs  thai 
have  gone  before  us ;  tbat  we  may  be  made  worthy  to  re- 
ceive the  benefit  by  their  prayers^  which  they,  in  commuaioii 
with  thy  church  catlmlicy  oflfer  up  unto  thee  for  that  part 
of  it  here  militaat,  and  yet  in  «igiit  with  and  danger  firom 
ihe  llesh."*— 

The  books  of  the  great  Milton,  and  Mr.  John  Ooodviei, 
published  in  defence  of  the  sentence  of  4eath  passed  upon 

.  "  ■  "  "  -,.■■, <       ■!■■■  ..|       I,  !,■■    p    ^      j»»*l 

lloyftl  and  Noble  Aalbors,  t«1.  ft.  p.  69,  asqaoled  bj  Br.  Hami,IiUe  ofCliarlei  II. 
.Tol.  !•  p.  S62.  A  sentiment  of  tbU  lut  writer,  which  cames  troth  and  forco  in  i|, 
maj  be  properly  brought  forward  in  this  connexion.  "  The  depriying  of  the  people 
t>f  their  rights  and  liberties,  or  the  angaiiig  for  tbe  expedknoj  aiid  jaitioe  af  sa  4<"n0> 
Is  a  orime  of  a  bigbei:  nature,  tbtfo  the  morderiog,  or  m^gi^ifying  the  mmder,  of  tli# 
wisest  and  best  prince  under  heaven.  The  loss  of  a  good  prince  is  greatly  to  be  la- 
mented ;  but  it  is  a  loea  wbioh  may  be  repaired:  wbareas  the  kaa^oCa  peeiple's  libiv* 
ties  is  seldom  or  ever  to  be  recovered :  consequently  tlie  foe  to  tbe  lat^ar  is  much 
more  detestable  than  tbe  foe  to  the  former.**  Historical  and  Critical  Account  ef  Hagb 
Inters,  p.  49,  50.— Ep. 

•  Dr.  Oiej  asks,  **  What  is  ihtn  blassable  ia  all  thiaP  Bfiffi  is  no  prayiig  to 
ahinu ;  and  nothing  bat  what  was  tb»ogU  warnmlaUe  by  thf  fiithara Jonif  bt6w  ^9r 
pery  hada  being.— Kl>. 
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liis  ]ate  maj^dty,  were  tailed  ia  by  pr oclamatioit.  And  upoih 
the  !i7th  of  Augiist^  Milton's  Defbn^i6  pro  Populo  Angli- 
cano  cddtra  Salmasium )  aod  fiis  ad^wer  to  a  book  ei^titled^ 
'th^  Portrttitare  o(  his  sacred  Majesty  in  bis  Solitude  and 
Safierings;  were  biirnt  by  the  hands  of  the  tommm  tiftn^ 
tnan;  together  with  Mr.  Joha  GoodwIn^s  boofc,  entitled, 
The  Obstructors  of  Jastice ;  but  tbe  aiftboiiB.abscdnded  till 
the  ^tortB  was  ovet*.  It  was  a  surprise  to  all,  that  tbey 
escaped  prosecution.  None  but  Goodwin  and  Peters  had 
magnified  t&e  king's  execatiooin  their  sernlbds;  but  Good- 
win's  being  a  strenoous  Armibian  procured  hini  fi'iendSi* 
Milton  bad  appeared  so  boldly,  tbongb  with  madb  wit,  and 
ad  great  parity  and  elegance  of  style,  apon  th^  lirgument  of 
the  king's  death,  tbat  it  was  thought  a  strange  omission  not 
t6  except  him  out  of  the  act  of  indemnity  ;t  bat  be  lived 
tnany  years  after,  tbongh  blind,  to  acquire  immortal  renown 
by  his  celebrated  poem  of  Paradise  Lost 

Tbe  tide  of  joy  which  overflowed  the  nation  at  tbe  king's 
restoration^  brought  with  it  the  return  of  Popery,  which 
bad  been  at  a  very  low  ebb  during  tbe  late  commotions: 
gre^t  numbers  of  timt  religion  csime  over  with  his  majesty, 
and  crowded  about  tbe  courts  magnifying  tbeir  sufferings 
for  the  late  king.  A  list  of  the  lords,  gentlemen^  aiid  other 
officers,  who  were  killed  in  his  service^  was  printed  in  red 
letters,  by  which  it  appeared  that  several  noblemen,  tetk 
knights  and  baronets,  fourteen  colonels^  seven  lieutenant- 
colonels,  fourteen  majors,  sixty-six  captains,  eighteen  lieur 
tenants  and  cornets^  and  thirty-eight  gentletnen,  lost  their 
lives  in  the  civil  war,  besides  great  numbers  whd  were 
Wounded,  and  whose  estates  were  sequestered.  The  queen- 
mother  came  from  France,  and  resided  at  Somerset-hdiiae 
with  ber  Catholic  attendants  both  religious  and  secular^ 
Several  Romish  priests  who  bad  been  Confined  in  Newgate^ 
Lancaster,  arid  other  jajls^  were  by  order  of  council  set  at 
liberty.'  Many  Popish  priests  were  sent  over  from  Douay 
into  England,  as  missionaries  for  propagating  that  religion ; 

*  anrnef,  ▼•!.  X,  p.  ^36,  257,  ISmo.  edit. 

i  "  And  so  indeed  it  was  (sbjs  Dr*  Grej),  be  being  tbe  most  pest'lent  writer  that 
appeared  at  tW  time  in  defence  of  tbe  regioides,  PeyCon  and  John  Goodv^in  ex- 
e«p(«A."  liilton'd  s^tf,  it  is  said,  was  owing  to  tbe  pewerfnl  interoessioq  nod  in^ 
terest  of  secretary  Morrice,  sir  Thomas  Clarges,  and  Andrew  IMarvel :  bat  principally 
io  tbe  inflnence  and  gralitnde  of  sir  William  Da? enant,  whose  release  MiKo'n  faifd 
Roared  Wben  be  was  taken  prisoner  in  1650.  Nor  was  Charles  II.  says  Toiand^, 
s»ch  tto  enony  to  tbe  muses  as  to  require  his  destruotion.  British  Biography,  vol.  5* 
p.  Sl&,  314  >  anid  Dr.  Grey's  Examination,  vol.  S.  p.  29S.r-BD. 
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jand  their  clergy  appeared  openly  in  defiance  of  the  laws  ; 
they  were  busy  about  the  court  and  city  in  dispersing  Po- 
pish books  of  devotion ;  and  the  king  gave  open  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  such  as  had  been  serviceable  to 
him  abroad,  and  came  over  with  him,  or  soon  followed 
him,  which,  bishop  Kennet  says,  his  majesty  could  not 
Avoid.  Upon  the  whole,  more  Roman  Catholics  appear- 
ed openly,  this  year,  than  in  all  the  twelve  years  of  the 
interregnum. 

In  Ireland  the  Papists  took  possession  of  their  estates, 
which  had  been  forfeited  by  the  rebellion  and  massacre,  and 
turned  out  the  purchasers ;  which  occasioned  such  commo- 
tions in  that  kingdom,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  issue  out 
a  proclamation,  commanding  them  to  wait  the  determina- 
tions of  the  ensuing  parliament.  The  body  of  their  clergy, 
by  an  instrument  bearing  date  January  1, 1660, 0.  S.  signed 
and  sealed  by  the  chief  prelates  and  officials  of  their  religion, 
ventured  to  depute  a  person  of  their  own  communion,  to 
congratulate  his  majesty's  restoration,  and  to  present  their 
humble  supplications  for  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion, 
pursuant  to  the  articles  of  1648,  whom  the  king  received 
very  favourably,  and  encouraged  to  hope  for  an  accomplish- 
ment of  their  requests  in  due  time.  Such  amazing  changes 
happened  within  nine  months  after  the  king's  arrival  at 
Whitehall. 

The  only  persons  who,  under  pretence  of  religion,  at- 
tempted any  thing  against  the  government,  were  a  small 
number  of  enthusiasts,  who  said  they  were  for  king  Jesus: 
their  leader  was  Thomas  Venner,  a  wine-cooper,  who,  in 
his  little  conventicle  in  Coleman-street,  warmed  his  admirers 
with  passionate  expectations  of  a  fifth  universal  monarchy, 
under  the  personal  reign  of  king  Jesus  upon  earth,  and  that 
the  saints  were  to  take  the  kingdom  themselves.  To  intro- 
duce this  imaginary  kingdom,  they  marched  out  of  their 
meeting-house  towards  St.  Paul's  church-yard,  on  Sunday 
January  6,  to  the  number  of  about  fifty  men  well  armed, 
and  with  a  resolution  to  subvert  the  present  government,  or 
die  in  the  attempt.  They  published  a  declaration  of  the 
design  of  their  rising,  and  placed  sentinels  at  proper  places. 
The  lord-mayor  sent  the  trained-bands,  to  disperse  them, 
whom  they  quickly  routed,  but  in  the  evening  returned  to 
Cane-wood,  between  Highgate  and  Hampstead.    On  Wed- 
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tiesday  morning  they  returned  and  dispersed  a  party  of  the 
king's  soldiers  in  Threadneedle-street.      In  Wood-street 
they  repelled  the  trained-bands,  and  some  of  the  horse- 
guards  ;  but  Venner  himself  was  knocked  down,  and  some 
of  his  company  slain  ;  from  hence  the  remainder  retreated 
to  Cripplegate,  and  took  possession  of  a  house,  which  they  , 
threatened  to  defend  with  a  desperate  resolution^  but  no- 
body appearing  to  countenance  their  frenzy,  they  surren- 
dered after  they  had  lost  about  half  their  number;  Venner 
and  one  of  his  officers  were  hanged  before  their  meetings 
house  door  in  Coleman-street,  January  19,  and  a  few  days 
after,  nine  more  were  executed  in  divers  parts  of  the  city.* 
This  mad  insurrection  gave  the  court  a  handle  for  break- 
ing though  the  late  declaration  of  indulgence,  within  three 
months  after  it  was  published ;  for  January  2,  there  was  an 
order  of  council  against  the  meetings  of  sectaries  in  great 
numbers,  and  at  unusual  times ;  and  on  the  10th  of  January 
a  proclamation  was  published,  whereby. his  majesty  forbids 
the'Anabaptists;  Quakers,  and  fifth-monarch;  men,  to. a^ 
$emble  or  meet  together  under  pretence  of  worshipping 
God,  except  it  be  in  some  parochial  church  or  chapel,  or 
in  private  houses  by  the  persons  there  inhabiting.f    All 
meetings  in  other  places  are :  declared  to  be  unlawful  and 
riotous.    And  his  majesty  commands  all  mayors,  and  other 
peace-officers,  to  search  for  such  conventicles,  and  cause  the 
persons  therein  to  be  bound  over  to  the  next  sessions.  Upon 

*  It  plainly  appeared,  on  the  examination  of  these  insargents^fhat  they  had  entered 
into  no  plot  with  any  other  conspirators.  The  whole  traQSfiotion  was  the  onqaestion- 
able  effect  of  the  religions  frenzy  of  a  few  individuals.  Yet  it  was  the  origin  ofVi  na- 
tional harden  and  evil  felt  to  this  day.  At  the  oonncil,  on  the  morning  after  the  in- 
Nrreolion  was  qoelled,  the  dake  of  York  availed  himself  of  the  opportanity  to  posh 
his  arbitrary  measures.  On  the  pretext,  that  so  extravagant  an  attempt  could  not  have 
arisen  from  the  rashnjess  of  one  man,  but  was  the  result  of  a  plot  formed  by  all  the 
sectaries  and  fanatics  to  overthrow  the  present  government,  he  moved,  "  to  suspend 
at  each  an  alarming  orisis,  the  disbanding  of  general  Monk's  regimeotof  foot;"  whith 
had.  the  guard  or  Whitehall ;  and  was  by  order  of  parliament  to  have  been  disbanded, 
the  next  day.  Through  different  causes,  the  motion  was  adapted,  and  a  letter  was 
sent  to  the  king  to  request  him  to  approve  and  oon6rm  the  resolution  of  the  council, 
and  to  appoint  the  continuance  of  the  regiment  till  farther  order.  To  this  the  king  con- 
sented ',  and  as  the  rumours  of  fresh  conspiracies  were  industriously  kept  up,  those 
troops  were  continued  and  augmented,  and  a  way  was  pr^ared  for  the  gradual  esta- 
bUahment  of  a. standing  army,  un^er  the  name  of  guards.  This  should  be  a  memento 
tofature  ages,  how  they  credit  reports  of  plots  and  conspiracies  thrown  out  by  a  mi- 
nister, unless  the  evidence  of  their  existence  be  brongbtforward.  The  cry  of  con- 
spiracies has  been  frequently  nothing  more  than  the  chimera  of  fear,  or  the  invention 
of  .a  wicked  policy  to  carry  the  schemes  of  ambition  and  despotism.  Secret  History 
of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  1.  p.  346,  S4t7,^Bv, 

t  Kennet's  Chron.  p.  357. 
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this  the  Indepeddents,  Baptists,  and  Quakers,  who  dissents 
from  the  establishment,  thought  fit  publicly  to  disown  and 
renounce  the  late  insurrection. 

The  Independents,  though  not  named  in  the  proclama-* 
tion,  were  obnoxious  to  the  goyernment,  and  suspected  to 
eon<iur  in  all  designs  that  might  change  the  constitution  into 
a  commonwealth :  to  wipe  off  this  odium,  there  was  publish- 
ed, '^  A  renunciation  and  declaration  of  the  congregstional 
ckurches  and  public  preachers  of  the  said  judgment,  ItiriDg 
in  and  about  the  city  of  London,  against  the  late  horrid  in* 
surrection  and  rebellion  acted  in  the  said  city/'^  Dated 
January  1660.  In  this  declaration  they  disown  the  princi-^ 
pies  of  a  fifth  monarchy,  or  the  personal  reign  of  king  Jesus 
on  eaftb,  as  dishonourable  to  him,  and  prejudicial  to  his 
church ;  and  abhor  the  propagating  this  or  any  other  opinion 
by  force  or  blood«  They  refer  td  theii^  late  meeting  of 
messengers  firom  one  hundred  and  twenty  chnrohes  of  their 
way  at  the  Savoy,  in  which  they  declare,  (chap^  SI.  of 
their  confession)  that  ci?il  magistrates  are  of  divine  appoint^ 
ment^  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  subjects  to  pray  for  them^ 
to  honour  their  persons,  to  pay  them  tribute,  to  obey  their 
lawful  eommands,  and  to  be  subject  to  their  authority ;  and 
that  infidelity,  or  diflS^rence  in  religion,  does  not  make  void 
the  magistrates'  just  and  legal  authority,  nor  free  the  people 
froin  their  obedience.  Accordingly  they  cease  not  to  fnray 
fbr  all  sorts  of  blessings,  spiritoal  and  temporal,  upon  the 
person  and  government  of  his  majesty,  and  by  the  grace  of 
God  will  continue  to  do  so  themselves,  and  persuade  others 
.  thereunto.  And  with  regard  to  the  late  impious  and  pro- 
digiously-daring rebellion,  they  add,  ^^  Cursed  be  their 
anger,  for  it  was  fierce ;  and  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel : 

•  «  This  praclanfttioo  (Mr.  eoagh  well  obserres)  appcan  to  be  drawn  op  with 
more  art  and  Ailiaojr,  than  soond  judgment  and  equity :  while  it  reaehes  all  thediffisreal 
aeets  ef  dissenters,  all  who  de  not  assemble  for  worship  in  some  parochial  ehoreh  or 
ebapeli  as  rioters,  it  distingoishes  oolj  those  looked  upon  as  the  most  insigniieant, 
and  least  formidable  for  their  namhers  or  abilities.  The  Presbyterians  are  passed 
orer  in  silence,  for  thej  coold  not  with  any  eoloar  or  deeehoj  be  pointed  as  foes  ta 
the  goTomment  they  had  jnst  before  been  eondaette  to  establishing.  Hie  Iwdepend- 
ents  are  also  onnoticed,  probablj  for  foar  of  awnkening  the  exertioii  of  tllal  rigonr 
and  of  those  abilities,  the  elTects  whereof  were  jet  reeeat  in  the  memopj  «tf  the  piv* 
sent  adminislrationk  The  Anabaptists  and  Quaker*,  as  new  or  weaker  eeets,  aro 
treated  with  less  oeremooj :  and  are  rimked  with  the  wHd  diatnrben  of  the  piiMim 
peaee :  wherein  jastice,  the  charaof  eristio  Tirtae  of  good  go^emm^eht,  was  dengnedl^ 
violated  bj  involTing  the  innonenft  wiUb  Che  gailty  in  One  confnaed  mass."  HitMry 
of  the  Qaakers,  vol.  1.  p.  443,  444.— En. 
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O  ny  ooui  t  come  not  thou  into  tli^ir  aeeret^  but  let  God  &* 
tide  tbeM  in  Jacob,  and  scatter  them  in  IwaeL"  Signed  b; 

Jo8.  Caryl  Bamuel  Slater  William  Greenhil 

George  Griffiths  George  Cockyan  Matth.  Barker ' 

Richard  Kenrick  Thomas  Goodwin  Tho.  Malory 

Robert  Bragge  Thomas  Brooks  John  Loder 

Ralph  Venning  Corn.  Helme  John  Yates 

John  Oxenbridge  John  Hodges  Thomas  Owen 

Philip  Nye  John  Bachiler  Nath.  Mather 

John  Rowe  Seth  Wood  Will.  Stoughton. 
Thomas  Weld 

The  Baptists  published  an  apoio^*  in  behalf  of  then* 
selves  and  their  brethren  of  the  same  judgment,  with  a  pro- 
testation against  the  late  wieked  and  most  horrid,  treason 
and  rebellion  in  this  city  of  London  ;  in  which  tbey  avoir 
their  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  promise  that  their  practice 
shall  be  conformable ;  subscribed  by  William  KiSen,  Henry 
Den^  Jehn  Batty,  Thomas  Lasfib,  Thomas  Cowper,  and 
about  tn^niy-nine  or  thirty  other  names.  They  also  ad^ 
dressed  the  king,  that  the  innoeent  might  not  suSSm*  with  thn 
guilty;  protesting  in  the  nidst  soiemn  manner,  that  they 
had  not  the  least  knowledge  of  the  late  ittsnrrec«kH»,  nor 
did,  directly  or  indirectly,  contrive,  promote,  assist,  or  ap- 
prove of  it.  They  offered  to  give  security  for  their  peace* 
able  behavionr,  and  for  their  supporting  his  majesty's  person 
and  government.  But  notwithstanding  this,  their  religious 
assemblies  were  disturbed  in  all  places,  and  their  ministers 
imprison^  ;'t'  great  numbers  were  crowded  into  Newgate^ 

*  This  WM  colMeribed  l^y  ihirtj  nuDittors  aod  iprinoipal  memWt  of  tfae  Baptirt 
congragations.  It  ivas  acaompanied  by  another  paper,  called  alio  an  "  Apologj/' 
which  had  bMn  presented  to  tiie  Idag^  some  months  belxire  Venner'a  iosarrectioo  s 
declaratory  of  their  seatiments  coocening  mu;iBtraot,  and  of  their  readiness  to  obey 
tlie  king  and  all  in  aathority  in  all  things  lawral.  Mr«  Jeasey,  preaching  soon  after 
declared  to  his  coogregatioui  tiut  Venner  shonld  say,  '*  that  he  believed  there  was 
^et  one  Baptist  among  his  adherents ',  and  that  if  they  snooeeded,  tbe  Baptists 
should  know,  that  infant-baptism  was  an  ordinance  6f  Jesas  Christ.'^  In  fwther 
inndicatioa  of  this  people,  and  to  shew  that  they  were  nnjpsfly^  chaiged  with  opposing 
ip^istracy  and  government,  there  was  published  about  this  time  a  small  treatise  en- 
titled **  Moderation :  or  argments  and  motives  tending  thereto ;  hifmUy  tendei««| 
to  the  honourable  members  of  parliament/*  Cojpioas  extracts  from  this  pieoo  may 
be  seen  in  Crosby's  History  of  the  English  Baptists,  vol.  2.  p.  4,2.  Sd.^Bn. 

t  Divers  pioas  persons  were  haled  oat  of  their  hoases ;  four  budrcd  were  eea- 
nutted  to  Newgate;  others  to  Wood-street  Compter;  and  mlmy  to  other  prisoas» 
The  first  and  mast  viotent  persecution  was  chiefly  levelled  agamst  them.  Amongst 
o|hers,  who  suffiBred  on  this  occasion,,  was  Mr*  Hanserd  KnoRys.  Mr.  Vav^or 
Powel  was,  early  in  the  morning,  taken  from  his  boose  by  a  compaqy  of  soldiers^ 
and  earned  to  prison :  from  whence  he  waa  conducted  to  Sidop,  and  oennilted  with 
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and  other  prisons,  where  they  remained  under  ddse  confine* 
ment  till  the  king's  coronation,  when  the  general  pardod 
published  on  that  occasion  set  them  at  liberty. 

The  Quakers  also  addressed  the  king  upon  this  occasion 
in  the  following  words  :* 
"Oh  king  Charles! 
^^  Our  desire  is,  that  thou  mayest  live  for  ever  in  the  fear 
of  God,  and  thy  council.  We  beseech  thee,  and  thy  council^ 
to  read  these  following  lines,  in  tender  bowels^  and  com- 
passion for  our  souls,  and  for  our  good. 

''  And  this  consider ;  we  are  about  four  hundred  impri- 
soned in  and  about  this  city,  of  men  and  women  from  their 
fomilies;  besides^  in  the  country  jails  above  ten  hundred. 
We  desire,  that  our  meetings  may  not  be  broken  up,  but 
that  all  may  come  to  a  fair  trial,,  that  6ur  innocency  may  be 
cleared  up." — 
<'  London,  16th  day  eleventh  month,  1660."t 
On  the  S8th  of  the  same  month,  they  published  the  de- 
claration referred  to  in  their  address,  entitled,  '^  A  decla- 
ration from  the  harmless  and  innocent  people  of  God  called 
Quakers,  against  all  sedition,  plotters  and  fighters  in  the 
world,  for  removing  the  ground  of  jealousy  and  suspicion 
from  both  magistrates  and  people  in  the  kingdom/ concern- 
several  others  to  the  custody  of  a  marshal :  where  they  were  detained  nine  weeks, 
till  they  were  released  by  an  order  of  the  kbg  and  cooncil.  Mr.  John  Banyan  was 
apprehended  at  a  meeting  and  committed  to  prison,  thongb  he  offered  bail,  till  the 
next  sessions.  He  was  then  indicted  for  "  devilishly  and  pemicioosly  abstaining 
from  cominj^  to  chnrch  to  hear  divine  service ;  and  as  a  common  opholder  of  several 
unlaw fol  meetings  and  conventicles,  to  the  distraction  of  the  good  sabjeots  of  this 
kingdom,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king."  He  frankly  owned 
being  at  the  meeting.  The  justices  took  this  for  a  ooofession  of  the  indictment;  and, 
because  he  refased  to  conform,  sentenced  him  to  perpetual  banishment,  on  an  act 
made  by  the  then-parliament.  Though  the  sentence  of  banishment  was  never  exe- 
oDted  upon  him,  he  was  kept  in  prison  twelve  years  and  a  half,  and  suffered  mach 
under  ontel  and  oppressive  jailers.  Above  sixty  dissenters  were  imprisoned  with 
him :  among  whom  were  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Dun,  two  eminent  ministers  well 
known  in  Bedfordshire.  Mr.  Bnnyan  was,  at  last,  liberated  on  the  importunity  of 
Dr.  Barlow,  bishop  of  Lincoln.  Crosby's  History  of  the  Baptists,  vol.  3.  p.  91 — 
93.  Vavasor  Powel's  Life,  p.  129;  and  Robinson's  Translation  of  Claude,  vol.  3.' 
p.  ffS.— Ed. 

*  Mr.  Neal,  a  respectable  person  of  the  society  informs  me,  has  given  two  short 
paragraphs  only  of  an  address  containing  seven  quarto  pages  of  close  letterpress. 
It  underwent,  it  seems,  several  editions,  not  fewer  than  eight  or  ten ;  for  being 
fraught  with  much  pertinent,  solid  matter,  as  persecution  continued,  it  was  made  very 
public.  Mr.  Neal,  or  his  author  Kennet,  is  charged  with  having  mutilated  the 
paragraphs  which  he  quotes.  For  the  second  sentence  stands  in  the  original  thus : 
**  We  beseech  thee  and  thy  council  to  read  these  following  lines ;  and  in  tender 
bowels  and  compassion  to  read  them  over,  for  we  write  in  love  and  compassion  to 
^or  sonls,  and  for  your  good.'*  And  after  families  should  be  added,  in  elose-holes 
and  prisons. — 'Ed. 
t  Kennet's  Chron.  p.  361*     -         - 
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if^  W«r8  and  figlitiiigs/'  Presented  to  tbe  king  the  Slat  day 
of  thQ  eleventh  month,  1660.*  Upon  which  his  majesty 
promised  them,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  that  they  should  not 
suffer  for  their  opinions  as  long  as  they  lived  peaceably ; 
but  his  promises  were  little. regarded.f 

The  Presbyterian  clergy  were  in  some  degree  aff«ot(»d  with 
these  commotions,  though  envy  itself  could  not  charge  them 
with  guilt;  but  it  was  the  wish  and  desire  of  the  prelatical 
party,  that  they  might  discover  their  uneasiness  in  such  a 
manner  as  might  expose  them  to  trouble ;  for  their  ruin  was 
already  determined,  only  some  pretexts  were  wanting  to 
cover  the  design,  particularly  such  as  affected  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom,  and  might  not  reflect  on  his  majesty's  declara^ 
tion  from  Breda,  which  promised,  that  no  person  should  be 
molested  purely  for  reJigion4  But  they  were  insulted  by 
the  mob  in  the  streets;  vtthen  their  families  were  singing 
psalms  in  their  houses  they  were  frequently  interrupted  by 
Mowing  of  horns,  or  throwing  stones  at  the  windows.  The 
Presbyterian  ministers  made  the  hest  retreat  they  could, 
after  they  had  unadvisedly  delivered. themselves  up  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies;  for  while  they  were  carejfnl  to 
maintain  an  inviolable  loyalty  to  his  majesty's  person  and 
government,  they  contended,  for  their  religious  principles 
in  the  press ;  several  new  pamphlets  were  published,  and  a 
great  many  old  ones  reprinted,  about  the  magistrates'  right 
of  imposing  things  indifferent  in  the  worship  of  God. — 
Against  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus.r-The  unlawfulnees 
of  the  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England. — The  Common 
Prayer-book  unmasked. — Grievances  and  corruptions  in 
church-government,  &c.  most  of  which  were  answered  by 
divines  of  the  episcopal  party. 

But  the  most  remarkable  treatise  that  appeared  about 

*  Kennet'sChron.p.  366. 

t  Dr.  Grey  impeaches  here  the  caodoiir  and  fidelity  of  Mr.  Neal,  as  an  historian  : 

and  adds,  **  Sewel,  a  Qaaker,  speaks  moi:e  favonrQblj.    This  writer,  as  Dr,  Grey 

quotes  him,  does  say,  that  at  this  time  the  king  shewed  himself  moderate,  for  at  the 

solicitatieo  of  some  be  set  at  liberty  about  seven  haddred  of  the  people  called  Qoa- 

kers :  and  that  they  were  acqnitted  from  any  hand  in  Yenner'a  plot,  and  that,  being 

continaally  importoned,  the  king  issued  forth  a.  declaration,  that  the  Qoakers  should 

be  set  at  liberty  without  paying  fees."      But  though  Sewel  states  these  facts, 

Dr.  Grey  either  overlooked,  or  forgot  to  inform  his  reader,  that  Mr.  Neal,  in  charging 

the  king  with  the  breach  of  his  promise,  speaks  on  the  authority  of  Sew<4:  who  says, 

, "  the  kuig  seemed  a  good-natured  prince,  yet  he  was  so  misled  Uiat  in  process  of  iimo 

*  he  seemed  to  have  forgot  what  he  so  solemnly  promised  on.  the  word  of  a  king." 

History  of  the  Quakers,  p.  257. — £d. 

t  Rapin,  vol.  2*  p*.  6ii,  folio. 
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lUs  time,  and  itkkh^  if  it  li«i  taken  plaae,  Huwi  ba^e  pre- 
yeDledtheiniicfaiefs  thaifollawed>*  wasthatoftheretereifd 
Dr.  JSdwtird  StiUingfleet^  rector  of  Sottoa  is  BMfiirdcM^ 
aod  aftenraifd  thfe  leaifned  and  worthy  bishop  ci#  WorCMler, 
who  first  made  himselfknown  to  the  world  at  thistiaae  by  his 
Iteoicaniy  or,  A  Weapon  Smire  for  the  Choteh's  Wonilds; 
printed  1661,  in  wUch  ho  attempts  to  prorO)  tihal  no  Ibrin 
of  chureh-goveriHneBt  isof  dirineright,  and  that  the  church 
had  no  power  to  impose  things  indiflSerewl.  I  shall  beg  th6 
reader's,  atteatiiiii  to  a  few  pasaagses  oat  of  his  preftce. 
'VThe  design  of  our  Savioiir  (says  he)  waft  to  ease  men  of 
their  former  bardens,  and  not  to  lay  on  more ;  the  doties  he 
required  wore  no  other  but  soch  as  were  necessofy^  and 
withal  vwy  jest  and  teasonaUo^  he  that  came  to  tahe  away 
the  insupportable  yohe  of  Jewish  coremoaies,  certmnly  did 
noter  intend  to  gidl  the  nechs  of  his  disciples  with  another 
instead  oCit^  and  it  would  be  strange  the  choreh  dfeoold  re- 
quke  more  than  Christ  himself  did,  add  make  other  condi^ 
tions  of  her  oommnnlon  than  our  Saviotfr  did  of  diseipleship. 
Wluct  possible  reason  can  bo  assigned  or  given  why  such 
things  shoidd  not  be  sufficient  for  coaMnunion  with  the 
churchy  which  are  sufficicDtfor  eternal- salfolion  ?  And  cer^ 
tainly  those  things  are  sufficient  for  that^  which  are  laid 
down  as  the  necessary  doties  of  Cbristiaaity  by  oHir  Jjotd 
aild  Sarionr  in  his  word*  Wliat  gronnd  can  there  be  why 
ChristianB  shouhi  not  stand  opoo  the  same  terms  now, 
whidk  they  did  in  the  tiaie  of  Christ  and  bis  apostles  ?  Was 

*  A  ooncflimiii^  and  fiberil  4e«ign  fbrmed  by  fwo  respeetabfti  men  deserres  <o  Be 
BMiitipaed  hfiro.  '*  Soon  after  the  ResietalUBy.Ihe  bonoaraWe  Mr«  Bejle  and  sir 
Peter  Pett  were  disooursbg  of  the  sererities  practised  by  the  bishops  towards  the 
Paiilaiia^b  tlieteigii  of  Gbarletf  1.  and  of  those  which  were  retdrtfed  On  the  episcoptl 
divines  daring  the  foliowiag  asnrpations ;  aad  being  apprebeasive  that  the  reatefed 
clergy  might  be  tempted  by  their  late  sufferings  to  sach  a  Tindictive  retaliattoo  as 
woald  be  cdntrary  to  the  troe  measures  of  Ghrtsfianity  and  polittca,  they  caine  at  last 
to  an  agreement,  that  it  woald  tend  to  the  pablio  good,  to  baye  something  written  and 
pablished  in  defence  of  liberty  of  conscience.  Sir  Peter  Pett  engaged  to  write  on  the 
poUlioal  part  of  the  qoesiioD.  Mr.  Boyle -nndertook  to  engage  Dr.  Thomas  Bkrfow 
to  tifteat  af  the  tfaaelo^cal  partt  and  he  also  prevailed  on  Mr.  John  Dpry,  who  had 
apent  many  ycava  in  69  travels,  and  had  taken  an  active  part  in  a  scheme  for  recon^ 
eittag  the  Laibetans  atfd  Caltlidsti^,  to^  state  the  fact  of  the  attowaneeof  liberty  of  con- 
menoe  as  foieigli  pattSr  Sir  Pater  Pett's  and  Mr.  Dary'stracts  vrert  printed  in  1660L 
Baa  Ibr  pattieolaf  i^eiaana,  the  poblioatioa  of  Dr.  Barlow's  piece  did  not  take  place : 
bot  it  wna  pubilfbed  after  bit  death/ 

*'  Da*  Barlow  had  gif  M  offiiace  by  wri^i  jttst  before  the  Restoration,  a  letter  to 
Mr*  Tombs,  aad  etprestiag  in  it  aotae  prejudice  against  the  practiee  of  infant  bap- 
tiam,  and  by  rafosing,  etea  alter  the  Restotafion,  fd  retnct  that  letter.  Tfair  teftisai 
^aa  ai  aoblei  ooadaet :  Ibr  the  doctor  was  in  danffer  by  it  of  losing  his  station  in  the 
nnivorsity  of  Oxford  and  all  his  hopes  of  fatore  preferment."  l^is  shews  bow  ob- 
noxious was  the  aeot  of  the  Baptists.    Birch's  life  of  Boy  te>  p.-  S99>  d0a--e0. 
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not  reUgiaa  siiffici^tttly  guiHP^  ai^  fenced  m  ibem  ?  Wa^ 
ther^  e¥er  mor^  trv^  Q»d  twiisd  rev«^0n«e  i»  the  worfibip 
of  Crodi  What  Ab^r^er  bathCfarist  giy^n  ibe  church  to 
bind  men  vp  to  more  Q»n  hm&^f  b^^th  dme  ;  Or  to  m^ 
elude  tbose  from  b«r  ec^ifity  wba  iptiiy  \m  admitted  into 
heaven?  WHlCbriat  eyw  ikfmh  m^n  at  lAi^  great  day, 
for  fceepJQ^  wtk  put  ff'^ip  leommtinjiw  witb  bis  ^buneb, 
whp  be  will  yoiicb^li^  not  miy  erowfis  of  jjory  tn,  but  it 
may  be  aureolce  too^  if  there  be  any  suoii  thiiigs  tbefe?  The 
grand  f^^piaaion  the  afi^tj^s  me^  sant  ^mt  witib,  vaa  only 
tp  t^afcb  what  CJkrist  ba4  eofnn^asded  tbeai;  Mt  tbe  feaat 
iP^OMition  4»f  any  power  gmn  tbem  to  inlpo0^  ti^r  nequiva 
any  tbuig  b^yopd  wbat  hima^f  bad  epobea  to  tfaow^  or  they 
were  directed  to  by  tbe  i^^aiiediate  i^uidaoce  of  tbe  Spirit  of 
God.  It  18  iM>t>  whether  tbe  things  i^om vended  and  re* 
gyi^'ed  be  lawfiil  or  not  i  It  is  not,  whether  kiMS^emcHi 
piay  be  detero^iaed  or  no  ?  It  is  not  how  far  Cbrwtiaos  are 
boiind  to  anbiHt  to  a  restraint  of  their  ChrklAan  hbertff 
which  {  now  inquire  after,  b«;t  whether  they  ^^onsdt  the 
cbfurcb's  p^aci?  and  upity  who  suspend  it  upon  sueb  things. 
We  i^rer  f  ead  of  the  apostles  mabing  laws  b«rt  of  tiABg^ 
nece^fSaryy  as  Acts  xv.  19.  It  was  not  enough  witb  tbeai  thaA 
the  tbiiigs  WQuld  be  necessary  when  tbey  had  requbed  tbem ; 
bu<t  tbey  lookfKl  upon  an  antecedent  i^ecessity  either  ajbaa* 
Imte  or  for  (he  present  state^  which  was  tbe  only  ground  of 
tb^r  imposing  these  coqmianda  upop  tho  Gentile  Christian«» 
!^^t  the  Ii<;4y  Ghost  never  thought  those  tbingfs  fit  to  be 
aptade  matters  of  law  to  which  all  parties  shoudd  confocm* 
All  tha^  th^  apostles  feqi^rod  as  to  this  was  mntmil  fincbaar^ 
ance  and  condescension  towards  each  other  ii^  thoaiu  Tim 
apostles  valued  not  indifferences  at  all ;  and  those  thingstikey 
accueinnted:  aa  such  which  were  of  no  concernment  to  their 
salvation.  And  what  reason  is  thope  why  men  should  bo 
tied  up  so  strictly  to  such  things  which  they  may  do  or  let 
alone,  and  yet  be  very  good  Christians  ?  Without  all  con« 
troversy,  the  main  inlet  of  all  the  distractions,  confusions^ 
Mid  divisions,  of  the  Christian  world,  has  been  foy  ad<Kiig 
dther  conditions  of  church-communion  than  Christ  baa 
done. — ^Wonld  there  ever  be  the  less  peace  and  unity  in  a 
cburch,  if  a  diversity  were  allowed  as  to  practices  supposed 
indifferent  ?  Yea,  there  would  be  so  ranch  more,  as  there 
was  a  mutual  forbearance  and  condescension  as  to  such 
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things.  The  unity  of  the  church  is  a  unity  of  love  and  af-* 
fection^  and  not  a.bare  uniformity  of  practice  and  opinion. 
— There  is  nothing  in  the  primitive  church  more  deserving 
our  imitation  than  that  admirable  temper,  moderation,  and 
condescension,  which  was  used  in  it  towards  its  members.  It 
was  never  thought  worth  the  while  to  make  any  standing 
laws  for  rites  and  customs  that  had  no  other  original  but 
tradition,  much  less  to  suspend  men  her  communion  for  not 
aJbaervtng  them. — "♦ 

The  doctor's  proposals  for  an  accommodation  were,  **  1. 
That  nothing  be  imposed  as  necessary  but  what  is  clearly 
revealed  in  the  word  of  God.  2.  That  nothing  be  required 
or  determined  but  what  is  suflSciently  known  to  be  indifler- 
ent  in  its  own  nature.  3.  That  whatever  is  thus  determined 
be  in  order  only  to  a  due  performance  of  what  is  in  general 
required  in  the  word  of  God,  and  not  to  be  looked  upon  as 
any  part  of  divine  worship  or  service.  4.  That  no  sanctions 
be  made,  nor  mulcts  or  penalties  be  inflicted,  on  such  who 
only  dissent  flrom  the  use  of  some  things  whose  lawfulness 
they  at  present  scruple,  til)  suiBcient  time  and  means  be 
used  for  their  information  of  the  nature  and  indiflerency 
of  these  things.  I  am  sure  (says  the  doctor)  it  is  contrary  to 
the  primitive  practice,  and  the  moderation  then  used,  to  sus- 
pend or  deprive  men  of  their  ministerial  function  for  not 
conforming  in  habits  and  gestures^  or  the  like.  Lastly^that 
religion  be  not  clogged  witK  ceremonies ;  for  when  they  are 
multiplied  too  much,  though  lawful,  they  eat  out  the  heart, 
heat,  lifef,  and  vigour,  of  Christianity. — "t  If  the  doctor  had 
steadily  adhered  to  these  principles,  he  could  hardly  have 
subscribed  the  act  of  uniformity  next  year,  much  less  have 
written  so  warmly  against  the  dissenters,  as  he  did  twenty 
years- afterward.:^  But  all  he  cduld  say  or  do  at  present 
availed  nothing,  tHe  Presbyterians  were  in  disgrace,  and  no- 

•  irenioDm,  p.  8 — 10.  t  Ibid.  p.  66,  67, 

t  **  If  Mr.  Neal  (sa^s  Drl  Grey)  would  allow  a  man  to  retract  hU  miitakes  upon 
disooTering  Ihem,  he  would  oot  find  fault  with  bishop  StilliD{^eet."  He  then  qnotea 
the  bishop's  apology  for  his  conduct,  from  the  preface  to  The  UnreasoDableness  of 
SeparaiioD.  "  If  anj  thiag  in  the  following  treatise  be  found  different  from  thci 
sense  of  that  book,  I  entreat  them  to  allow  me  that,  which  I  heartily  wish  to  them, 
that  in  twenty  years'  tinle,  we  may  arrive  to  such  maturity  of  thoughts,  as  to  see  rea- 
son to  obabge  ooropinion  of  some  things,  and  I  wish  I  had  not  cause  to  add,  of  som» 
persons'."  But  notwithstanding  the  force  of  the  bishop's  plea,  it  will- not,  I  con- 
eeiye,  be  deemed  a  fortuyte  or  honourable  change,  if  a  man's  riews  and  spirit,  in- 
atead  of  enlarging  and  becoming  more  liberal,  are  contracted  and  gtow  narrow  and 
partial ;  if,  instead  of  being  the  adrocate  for  generous  and  conoiiiating  measures,  ha 
ahauld  argue  for  oppression  and  intolerance. — Bd. 
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ihing  ccMild  stem  the  torrent  of  populaf  fury  thcit  was  now 
coming  upon  them. 

[In  the  year  1660,  April  35,  died^  when  the  king  designed 
to  advance  him  to  the  see  of  Worcester,  the  learSed  Dr. 
Henry  Hammond.  In  addition  to  the  short  account  given 
of  him  by  Mr.  Neal,  vol.  3.  p.  392,  some  other  particulars 
may  be  subjoined  here.  He. was  born  18th  August,  1605, 
at  Chertsey  in^ Surrey;  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  Dr. 
John  Hammond,  a  physician.  He  risceived  his  grammarr 
learning  at  Eton^school^  and  in  1618  was  sent  to  Magdalen- 
college  in  Oxford,  of  which  he  was  .elected  fellow  in  July 
1625,  and  entered  into  holy  orders  in  1629.  The  rectory 
of  Penshurst  'was  bestowed  upon.him  by  the  earl  of  Leicester 
in  1633.  In  1640,  he  was  chosen,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  convocation ;  in  1643  made  archdeacon  of  Chichester, 
and  the  same  year  was  named  one  of  the  assembly  of  diviofi^, 
but  never  sat  amongst  them.  He  was  distinguished  in  his 
youth  for  the  sweetness  of  his  carriage,  and  at  the  times 
allowed  for  play,  would  steal,  from  his  fellows,  into  places 
of  privaisy  to  pray : — omens  of  his  future  pacific  temper  and 
eminent  devotion.  When  he  was  at  the  university  he^^ne- 
rally  spent  thirteen  hours  of  the.  day  in  study.  Charles  I* 
said,  ^^he  was  the  most  natural  orator  he  had  ever  heard.!^ 
He  was  extremely  liberal  to  the  poor ;  and  was  used  to  say, 
that  ''  it  was  a  most  unreasonable  and  unchristian  thing  to 
despise  any  one  -for  his  poverty,  apd  it  was  one  of  the 
greatest  sensualities  in  the  world  to  give."  He  gave  it  as 
a  rule  to  his  friends  of  estate  and  quality,  '^  to  treat  their 
poor  neighbours  with  such  a  cheerfulness,  that  they  might 
be  glad  to  have  met  with  them."  The  alms  of  lending  had  an 
eminent  place  in  his  practice.  He  was  accustomed  strongly 
to  recommend  to  others,  "  to  be  always  furnished  with 
something  to  do,"  as  the  best  expedient  both  for  innocence 
and  pleasure.  Devoted  as  he  was  to  his  studies,  he  would 
never  sufier  any  body  to  wait,  that  came  to  speak  to  him :, 
and  to  the  poor  he  came  with  peculiar  alacrity.  British 
Biography,  vol.  v.  p.  219.  225.— Ed.] 

The  earl  of  Clarendon,  lord-chancellor,  was  prime-mi- 
nister and  at  the  head  of  the  king's  councils.  The  year 
[1661}  began  with  new  scenes  of  pleasure  and  diversion, 
occasioned  by  the  king's  marriage  with  tbe  infanta  of  Poiy 
tugal,  which  was  consummated  April  SO.    The  match  was 
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promoted  by  geaoril  Mank  and  lord  Gkresdon^  i^  accord- 
ing to  the  Oxford  historian,  the  latter  was  not  the  first 
mover  of  itW  And  it  was  reckoned  ver]r  strange^  th^t  a 
Protestant  chancellor  skoald  advise  the  king  to  a  Popish 
princess,  whan  a  Catholic  king  proposed  at  the  same  tine  a 
Protestant  consort.  But  his  lordship  had  farther  vievs;  for 
it  was  generally  talked  among  the  merchants,  that  the  in- 
fiiata  conM  have  bo  children,  in  which  case  the  chancellor's 
daughter,  who  had  been  privately  married  to  the  king's 
brother,  mnst  sacoeed,  and  her  issue  by  the  duke  of  York 
become  heirs  to  the  throne ;  which  happened  accordingly 
in  the  persons  of  queen  Mary  II.  and  qaeen  Anne.  Such 
wero  the  aspiring  views  of  this  great  Hian»  which,  together 
with  his  haughty  b^mviour,  in  the  end  proored  his  ruin. 

The  cooventioi^parliafDent  being  dissolved^  a  new  one 
WM  elected,  and  summoned  to  meet  May  8.  Tho  house  of 
eonmons,  by  the  interest  of  the  oourtpairiyyt  had  «  eon- 
atderaUe  amjority  of  such  as  were  zealous  enemies  of  the 
Presbyteriam,  and  abettors  of  the  principles  of  archbishop 
liSiud;  many  of  whom,  having  impaired  their  fiostitnes  in 
the  late  v^irs,  heoame  took  of  the  ministry  in  all  their  arbi- 
trary and  violent  meesares.  The  court  kept  above  oo^ 
hundred  of  them  in  constant  pay,  who  went  by  the  name  of 
the  club  of  voters,  and  received  hatf^  sums  of  money  out 
of  tbe  ecKcfaequer,  till  they  had  almost  subverted  the  coo- 

*  Dr.Grejch^errw,  that  Mr.Neal  antedates  this  marriage  sotnewhat  aboTe  a 
year-,  tbe  king  met  tbeinfiiBat  at  Portsmouth  the  fist  of  Majr«  166%,  audi  was  then 
yrin^ely^flifSrM  to  her  ^  Ok.  StitUap,  Hthi^  fit  I^Pidon.  "Vic^tor,  on  tjl^e  sa- 
tboritj  of  Ec^r4f  eiiileaToars  to  invalidate  the  impotation  which  li^s-onlord  Claren* 
dott  of  Ixdng  Itie  promoter,  if  not  the  Srtt  moTor,  of  this  marriage.  1&>  Neal  H  saf- 
9ftrU^m  lii9X«|pra«e9latio«  pi  ikp  q|ffair  bj  tJia  tntmfof  of  sir  M>n  HeKiJbj,  who 
s^jSa  "  It  Vi  well  known,  that  the  lov4-€hancellor  had  the  bhune  of  this  imfiiiitfQl 
matofa/'  He  adds,  **  that  the  ^neen  was  said  to  have  bad  a  eenstaiit  ^oer  apea  ber, 
^wMi^  VfodfiMd  her  ineap^ble  of  eonn^tion.  Thp«gb>  9b  ibis  otooasm  ^sajs  sir 
John),  eyerj  thi^g  vas  Jiay,  and  splendid,  and  profoselj  jojrfal,  it  was  eay j  to  dis- 
oeraihat  the  king  was  not  exeeseivdj-  charmed  with  bis  new  bride,  w^  was  a  vmtj 
fl^^Ht  wpmm,  VK&  a  pnt^  Iplerable  fivse.  She  n^ollier  io  psrson  or  mannars  Jiad^^ 
one  Article  to  stand  in  competition  with  the  oharms  of  tbe  oponlessof  Qastlemain,  at- 
<terward^DtBhess  erOlevMand,  the  Snast  woman  of  ber  age,"    Bfemeirs,  p.  9,  IS. 

t  There  were  only  fifty-six  members  of  tbe  Prosb/teriao  party  retarped,  notwith- 
standing their  great  interest  in  almost  all  the  eorporatiofis. '  Bat  in  the  iptervsi,  ba- 
JawMn  ^  two  pvli^maots,  tbe  ooart-parly  had  been<acti«e )  and  tbe  bints  given  at 
the  dissolution  of  tbe  late  parliament  by  the  cbanceUor,  h^d  great  weight.  He  recom- 
^•eB4ed4ha«  "  saA  pereoaa  shqald  be  retarned  as  were  not  likely  to  op)poae  tbe 
kin^t  bat  ba4  '•brafidc  seicfed  hin^  ao^  mare  lik^  to  ^iep:«a.hun  witb<heir  whole 
lieart^  and  to  gratify  bim  in  all  bis  desires."—- Secret  History  of  tlie  Court  and  Reiga 
tJTCfaarlee  H.  'vel.  t.  p.  171  and  406.*-^Had 4be  peafile  4>ee»aUveto  a  loaCaaSM  of 
tbe  daiiga  of  reprassptation  and  tbe  natace  of  the  ooflMUation^  thpjjr  wauld  barj  re- 
eeived  these  hints  with  indigoant  contempt, — Ed. 
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Btltution ;  and  then^  because  they  would  not  put  the  finish- 
ing hand  to  what  they  had  unadvisedly  begun,  they  were 
disbanded. 

The  king  acquainted  th^  houses  at  the  opening  of  the 
sessions^^  that  <'he  valued  himself  much  upon  keeping  his 
word«  and  upon  making  good  whatsoever  he  had  promised 
to  his  subjects.'-'t  But  the  chancellor,  who  commented 
upon  the  king's  speech,  spoke  a  different  language,  and  told 
the  house,  '^  that  there  were  a  sort  of  patients  in  the  king- 
dom that  deserved  their  utmost  severity,  and  none  of  their 
lenity ;  these  were  the  seditious  preachers,  who  could  not 
be  contented  to  be  dispensed  with  for  their  full  obedience  to 
some  laws  established,  without  reproaching  and  inveighing 
ag-ainst  those  laws,  how  established  soever,  who  tell  their 
auditories,  that  when  the  apostle  bid  them  stand  to  their  li- 
berties he  bid  them  stand  to  their  arms,  and  who  by  repeat- 
ing the  very  expressions,  and  teaching  the  very  doctrines 
they  set  on  foot  in  the  year  1640,  suflBciently  declare  that 
they  have  no  mind  that  twenty  years  should  put  an  end  to 
the  miseries  we  have  undergone.  What  good  Christians  can 
think,  without  horror,  of  these  ministers  of  the  gospel,  who 
bv  their  function  should  be  messengers  of  peace,  but  are  iit 
their  practice  only  the  trumpets  of  war,  and  incendiaries 
towards  rebellion? — And  if  the  persons  and  place  can 
aggravate  their  offence,  so  no  doubt  it  does  before  God  and 
man.  Methinks  the  preaching  rebellion  and  treason  out  of 
the  pulpit,  should  be  as  much  worse  than  advancing  it  in 
the  market,  as  poisoning  a  man  at  a  communion  would  be 
worse  than  killing  him  at  a  tavern." — His  lordship  concludes 
thus :  *^  If  you  do  not  provide  for  the  thorough  quenching 
these  firebrands ;  king,  lords,  and  commons,  shall  be  the 
meaner  subjects,  and  the  whole  kingdom  will  be  kindled 
into  a  general  fiame."j:  This  was  a  home-thrust  at  the 
Presbyterians ;  the  chancellor  did  not  explain  himself  upon 
the  authors  of  these  seditious  sei^mons,  his  design  being  not 
to  accuse  particular  persons,  but  to  obtain  a  general  order 
which  might  suppress  all  preachers  who  were  not  of  the 
church  of  England ;  and  the  parliament  was  prepared  to  run 

*  The  king  went  to  the  house  of  lords,  to  open  (he  sessions,  with  almost  as  much 
l^omp  asd  splendour  as  had  been  displayed  on  the  coronation-day  ;  and,  says  mj 
anthor,  for  the  same  reasons,  to  dazzle  the  mob,  and  lo  impress  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  very  exalted  notions  of  the  dignity  of  regal  government.  Secret  Hi»tory 
of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  1.  p.  407,  note.— Eo. 

t  Kennet's  Chroa.  p.  4t34.  t  Ib>d.  p.  510,  511. 
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bTindfold  into  all  the  coiirt-measiires ;  fbr  III  tl^M  i^dknlM  lli^> 
militia  was  giiren  absolutely  to  the  king-*-tb6  solc^li  league- 
and  covenant  was  declared  void  and  illegal — the  aet  fbr  di9« 
abling  persons  in  holy  orders  to  exercise  tempofftl  julisdie- 
tion  was  repealed — the  bishops  itere  restored  to  their  ^ata 
in  parliament— the  old  ecclesiasticiil  jurisdiction  Wdir  i^viv^ 
by  the  repeal  of  the  17th  of  Charles  I.  except  the  oath 
ex  officio — and  it  was  made  tt  premutiire  to  oali  the  king* 
a  Papist.* 

The  storm  was  all  this  while  gathering  v^ty  black  or^ 
the  Presbyterians ;  for  when  the  parliament  liiet  a  second 
time,  November  20,  the  king  coidplimertted  the  bisbopir, 
who  appeared  now  again  in  their  phtces  among  the  pe^t^y 
aiid  observed  in  his  speech,  that  it  itas  a  felicity  he  bmi 
much  desired  to  see,  tis  the  only  thing  wanting  to  restore 
the  old  cotlstitation.  He  ih^n  dpoke  the  language  of  the 
chancellor,  and  told  the  commons,  <^  that  there  Were  tti^nf 
wicked  instrumehts  who  laboured  night  ahd  dny  to  didtbrb 
thfe  public  peace.*-That  it  wa6  woftny  6^  their  cure  to^  pro- 
vide proper  remedies  fbr  the  disease  of  that  kind ;  that  ir 
they  ibund  new  diseases  they  ncitist  find  new  remedies.  That ' 
tte  difficulties  which  cdncemed  religion  ^et6  too  hard  for 
him,  and  therefore  he  recommended  them  to  their  eare  and^ 
deliberation  who  conid  best  providi^  Ibr  thett.^  The  tend- 
ency of  this  speech  vr^s  to  m&ke  Way  ttft  hteAkbAg  through 
the  Breda  declaration,  knd  to  Aimish  the  pal^iiiment  with  a 
pretence  for  treiiting  the  Ntnneonfbrmists  with  rigour,  to 
which  they  were  themselves  too  well  inclined. 

Lord  Clarendon,  in  a  conferenee  between  the  twd  houses, 
affirmed  positively,  that  there  wii&  d  real  ctonspiracy  against 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  and  though  it  was  disconcerted' 
in  the  city,  it  was  carried  on  in  ifivers  counties ;  a  committee 
Wa^  tfaei'efbre  appointed  to  inquire  intb  the  truth  of  the  re- 

*  To  Mr.  Neal's  detail  of  the  acts  of  this  sessions,  it  should  he  addedi  ihat  the 
commons  voted,  that  all  tbeif  nieibbers  shotitd  teodVe  the  sacramefat  acccmjingto  the ' 
pMsoribtd  Uim^,  belhre  a  ocirtein  day^  md«r  pMfl^  of  «:fcpalsloti.  This  was  in- 
tended as  a  test  of  their  religions  sincerity.  Besides  repealing  the  solema  league  aad 
covenant,  they  ordered  it  to  be  taken  out  of  all  th6  eoarts  add  places  where  it  vra4 
reeordf  d,  and  to  bo  bomt  by  tb«  oonmoii  hattgmaia  T^  tba  sane  sebteoea  were 
doomed  all  acts,  ordinances,  or  engagements,  which  had  been  dictated  by  a  repablioan 
spirit  during  the  late  times.  And  they  enervated  ^e  right  of  petitioning  by  various 
restrictions;  limiting  the  number  of  signatnres  to  twenty,  titiless  with  tbe  sanction  or> 
three  justices,  or  the  major  part  of  the  grand  jury ;  and  Of  those  who  should  present 
a  petition  to  the  king  or  either  house  of  parliament  to  ten  persons,  under  the  penaRy 
of  a  fine  of  lOOt.  and'  three  months'^  impiSkiJnineiit.  Secret  HiMory  df  Ihe  Court  tUkSf 
Reign  of  Charles  II.  rbl.  1.  p.  41{— .4t4.^£D. 
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pott;  but  after  att  their  enranriiaftioDs  not  one  sin^e  person 
was  convicted,  or  so  much  as  prosecuted  for  it.*    Great 
poiiifl  were  taken  to  fiisten  some  treasonable  deetgns  on  the 
Presbyterians ;  letters  were  sent  ft-ooi  unknow0  hands  to  the 
chiefs  of  the  party  ki  ser^val  parts'  of  the  kingdom,  intimav 
ting  the  project  of  a  general  insurrectioiiy  in  which,  their 
frtends  were>  coneevned,  and  desiring  them  to  communicate 
it  to  certain  persons  in<  their  netghbourhQk}d;  whom  they 
Mime  in  their  letters^  that  they  may  be  ready  at  time  and 
plnte^    A  letter  of  this  kind  w^ae  directed  to  the  reverend 
Mr.  Sparry^  in  Woreestershirey  desiring  kkn  and  captain 
Yarraiglon  to  be  ready  with  money;  and  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Oatland  and  Mr.  Baxter  with  the  desigif.    This,  with  w 
padLet  of  the  snme  kind,  was  said  to  be  left  nuder  a  hedge 
by  ai  Scots  pedlar;  and  as  soon  de  they  were  found,  tbey^ 
were  carried  te»  sir  J.  Pachington,  who  immediately  com- 
mitted Sparry,  Oatland,  and  Varrington^  to  prison.    The 
militin  cf  thv  county  wa»  raised^  and  the  city  of  Worcester 
put  into  a  posture  of  defence;  but  the  sham  was  so  notorious; 
that  the  earl  of  Bristol^  thougb  w  Papist,  mas  ashamed  of  it ; 
and  aAersove  time  the  pribonersyfor  w«mt  of  evidence^  were 
released.  The  members  for  Oxfordshire,  Hmfordsfaire;  and) 
Stafibrdshsre^  informed  tle'commonS)  that  they  had  rumours 
of  the  Uke  com^meies  in  their  c^^unti^eei    Bishop.  Burnet 
says,  '*  that  many  werr  taken  up,  but  none  teieA;  that  thir 
was  dene  to  fttstea  an  edanm  on  the  Presbyteviuns^  and  tor 
help  carry  the  penal  lawv  tbroagh  the  hoi^e ;  and  tbere^ 
were^app««ranees  cif  foul  dealing  (says  he)  afmbngthe  fiercer 
sett."    Mr.  IiocUe  adds,  that  die  repeats  of  a  geneml  in-- 
sttrrectsda  tmt^  spread  ever  the  wifole  nation,  by  the  very 
pensolns  wfaw  iiiiRented  them;  and  thon^far  lord  C^arendoil 
oeuMr  not  bwt  br  aequaiiited  w«tb  the  fltrc^  he  kept  it  on 
foot  to  Ibeilitate  passing  the  severe  laws  that  were  now* 
ooMing  upon'  the:  carpet. t    The  govewiment  could  not 
with  decency  mkisaik  the  Nonconformists  purely  on  account : 
of  their  religion ;  the  declaration  from  Breda  was  too  ex- 
press on  that  article;  they  were  therefore  to  be  charged 
with  raising  disturbances  in  the  state.     But  supposing  the 
fact  to  be  true,  that  some  fbw  malecontents  had  been  sedi- 
tiously disposed,  which  yet  was  never  made  out,  what  reason 
can  be  asrsigned  why  it  should  be  charged  upon  the  prinei- 

.  *  KeoDf  t's  Chron.  p.  60(9.  t  Bftpiir,  T^il:  f .  p;  69f, 

V  S 


Digitized  by 


Google 


292  HISTORY   OF 

pies  of  a  whole  body  of  men,  who  were  unqaestknsably 
willing  to  be  quiet  ? 

It  was  nevertheless  on  this  base  and  dishonourable  sugges*^ 
tion,  that  the  first  penal  law  wliich  passed  against  the  Non- 
conformists this  session  was  founded,*  entitled, 

'^  An  act  for  the  well-governing  and  regulating  corpora- 
tions ;"  which  enacts,  ^^  that  within  the  several  cities,  corpo- 
rations, boroughs,  cinque-ports,  and  other  port-towns  within 
the  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  of 
Berwick-on-Tweed,  all  mayors,  aldermen,  recorders,  bai- 
liiTs,  town-clerks,  common-council- men,  and  other  persons 
bearing  any  office  6r  offices  of  magistracy,  or  places,  or 
trusts,  or  other  employment,  relating  to  or  concerning  the 
government  of  the  said  respective  cities,  corporations,  and 
boroughs,  and. cinque- ports,  and  their  members,  and  other 
port-towns,  shall  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supre- 
macy, and  this  oath  following: 

^'  I  A.  B.  do  declare  and  believe,  that  it  is  not  lawful 
upon. any  pretence  whatsoever  to  take  arms  against  the 
king ;  and  that  I  do  abhor  that  traitorous  position  of  taking 
arms  by  bis  authority  against  his  person,  or  against  those 
that  are  commissioned  by  him."t 

They  shall  also  subscribe  the  following  declaration : 

<M  A.  B.  do  declare,  that  there  lies  no  obligation  apon 
me  from  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  and  that  the  same 
was  an  unlawful  oath  imposed  on  the  subject  against  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom." 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  elected,  or  chosen 
into  any  of  the  offices  or  places  aforesaid,  that  shall  not 
have  within  one  year  next  before  such  election  or  choice 
taken  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  England ;  and  that  every  person 
so  elected  shall  take  the  aforesaid  oaths,  and  subscribe  the 
said  declaration  at  the  same  time  when  the  oath  for  the  due 

*  Kennet'i»  Chron.  p.  602. 

t  "  One  woald  suppose  (it  has  been  well  remarked),  iLat  the  parliament,  who 
prescribed  sncb  an  oath,  mast  have  been  as  nearsighted  and  as  stupid  as  thej  were 
servile  and  cormpt.  Sacb  a  maxiqi  of  nonresistance  to  the  king,  on  anj  pretence,' 
was  directly  subversive  of  their  own  consequence  as  well  as  of  civil  and  religions 
liberty.  The  extent,  to  which  this  principle  might  be  carried,  was  put  to  the  proof 
^y  James  II.  but  the  people  of  England  rent  asunder  the  diains  which  had  been 
forged  for  them  by  their  ]^erfidious  representatives."  Secret  History  of  the  Court 
and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  1.  p.  428,  note.^-B.D. 
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execution  of  the  said  places  and  offices  shall  be  respectively 
administered." 

Thus  all  Nonconformists  were  turned  out  of  all  the 
branches  of  magistracy  at  once,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
serving  their  country  in  the  offices  of  a  eommon-council- 
man,  or  a  burgess  or  bailiff  of  the  smallest  corporation. 
The  oath  imposed  in  this  act  robbed  th^m  of  their  right  as 
subjects.  Mr.  Echard  confesses  that  it  seems  at  once  to 
give  up  the  whole  constitution ;  and  no  wonder,  says  he,  if 
many  of  the  clergy  as  well  as  laity,  on  the  account  of  thi^ 
act^  espoused  a  doctrine  which,  if  rigidly  taken,  was  hard  to 
be  reconciled  to  the  great  deliverance  afterward.  Mr.  Rapin 
adds,*  that  to  say  that  it  is  not  lawful  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever to  resist  the  king,  is^  properly  speaking,  to  deliver  up 
the  liberties  of  the  nation  into  his  hands.  The  high  churclp- 
men  had  then  elevated  ideas  of  the  royal  authority.  But 
even  this  parliament  did  not  think  fit  afterward  to  admit  th^ 
dangerous  consequences  of  their  own  maxims. 

Commissioners  were  appointed^  and  employed  during  this 
and  the  following  year,  to  visit  the  several  corporations  in 
England^  and  to  turn  out  of  office  such  as  were  in  the  least 
suspected ;  who  executed  their  commissiqns  with  so  much 
rigour,  that  the  corporations  had  not  one  member  left,  who 
was  not  entirely  devoted  to  the  king  and  the  church. 


CHAP.  VI. 

FROM  THE  CONFERENCE  AT  THE  SAVOY,  TO  THE 
ACT  OF  UNIFORMITY.    1661. 

According  to  his  majesty's  declaration  of  October  95, 1660, 
concerning  ecclesiastical  affairs^  twelve  bishopsf  and  nine 
assistants  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  episcopal  church 
of  England,  and  as  many  ministers  on  the  side  of  the  Presby- 
teriansy  to  assemble  at  the  bishop  of  London's  lodgings  at 

•  Vol.  2.  p.  628. 

t  Dr.  Nichols  reckous  twelve  bishops,  bot  has  left  oat  the  bishop  of  Chichester^ 
and  named  Edward  bishop  of  Norwich.  Dr.  Keoa^t  names  thirteen  bishops,  among^st 
whom  are  the  bishops  of  Chichester  and  Norwich.  Dr.  Grej'f  Examination,  vol.  3. 
p.a08.— Ed. 
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the  Sftvoy,  ^^  to  review  the  Book  of  Comoioii  Prayer,  torn- 
paring;  it  with  the  most  ancient  and  purest  liturgies ;  afnd  to 
'take  into  their  serious  and  graire  eonsideratioas  the  eei^ral 
directions  and  rules,  forms  of  prayer,  and  things  in  the  said 
•Book  of  Common  Prayer  contained,  and  to  advise  and  con- 
sult upon  the  same,  and  the  several  objections  and  excep- 
tions which  shall  now  be  raised  against  the  same ;  and  if 
occasion  be,  to  make  such  reasonable  and  necessary  altera- 
tions^-correctionsi  and  amendments,  as  shall  be  agreed  u^om 
to  be  needful  and  expedi^it  for  giving  satis&ction  to  tender 
consciences,  and  the  restoring  and  conttnuanee-of  peace  and 
unity  in  the  dhurdies  under  his  majesty's  government  and 
direction.''  They  were  to  continue  four  months  from  the 
SSth  of  Mairch  1661,  and  then  present  the  result  of  their 
xsonferences  to  his  ma|esty  under  their  several  hands. 

The  names  of  the  episcopal  divines  on  the  side  of  the 
^establishment  at  the  Savoy  confereoce  were. 

The  Most  Rer.  Dr.  Accepted  Freweo,  archbishop  of  York 

f  helUgbt  ilev.  Br,  Gilbert  Sheldon,  bishop  of  Loodoa 
Dr.  JobQ  Coflias,  bi^iop  of  Dqrbam 
Dr.  John  Warner,  bishop  of  Rochester 
Dr<  Henrj  King,  bishop  of  Cbiobester 
Dr.  Hamphrj  HencbBiiwi,  hikhop  of  S^riHp 
•Dr.  George  Morley,  bishop  of  Worcester 
Pr.  Robert  Saonderson,  biidiop  of  Lmodki 
Dr.  BeojvDiQ  Lanej*  bisfapp  of  Peterborou^ 
Dr.  Sryaa  Wdton,  bisbop  of  Chester 
Dr.  Richard  Sterne,  bisbop  of  Carlisle 
Dr.  John  Ganden,  bishop  of  Bxeter. 

Tbii/r  ilHf*flntif 

John  Earle,  D.  D.  dean  of  Westminster  John  Pearson,  D.  D. 

Peter  Hejlin,  D.  D.  Thomas  Pierce,  D.  D. 

John  Haoket,  D.  D.  >Uitonj  Sparrow,  D.  D. 

John  Barwiok,  D.  D.  Herbert  Thorndike,  B.  D. 
Peter  Gunning,  D.  D. 

The  names  of  the  Presbyterian  divines,  or  those  who 
were  for  alterations  in  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  at  the 
Savoy  conference,  were> 

The  Right  Rer.  Bd^rard  M^t^^U,  Ushop  of  Norwiofa 

The  Rev.  Antony  TQQkn<»r/D«  D.  M.  St.  Mo's  ooUefe,  C$mhn4g9 

John  Conant,  D.D.ileg.Prof.  Oxon 

WHliam  Sporstow.D.O.  vicar,  Haoknej 

John  Wallis,  D.  D.  Say.  Prof.  Goon. 

Thomas  Mamtoo,  D.  D.  master  of  Covent-garden 

Edmand  Calamy,  B.D.  of  Aldermanbarj 

Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  clerk,  late  of  Kiddermio«ter 

Mr.  Arthur  Jackson,  clerk  of  St.  Faith's 

Mr.  Thomas  Case,  deilc,  rector  of  St.  Giles 

Mr.  Samnel  Clarke,  clerk,  of  St.  BeneH  Fink 

Mr.  Matth.  Ncwcomeo,  clerk,  of  Dedham. 
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Their  Aidants, 

Th«  fttf.  Tbonms  Hortoa,  D.  O.  The  ReT.  Jolm  OolliiK,  D.  D. 

Tboqiif  Jaoomb^  O.  P.  Beoj.  Woodbridge,  D.  D, 

William  Bates,  D.  D,  Mr.  John  EawUn^on,  clerk 

WiHhm  qooper,  D.  D.  Mr.  Wn.  Drake,  derk. 

Jobo  JLiffatAK^t,  D.  p. 

When  the  commissioners*  were  assembled  the  first  time 
April  15,  the  archbishop  of  York  stood  up  and  said^  he  knew 
little  of  the  business  they  were  met  about^  and  therefore  re- 
ferred it  to  Dr*  Sheldon,  bishop  of  London^  who  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  Presbyterians  having  desired  this 
conference,  they  [the  bishops]  should  neither  say  nor  do 
any  thing  till  the  others  had. brought  in  all  their  exceptions 
and  complaints  against  the  liturgy  in  writing,  with  their 
additional  forms  and  amendments.t  The  Presbyterians 
humbly  moved  for  a  conference  according  to  the  words  of 
the  commission,  but  the  bishop  of  liondon  insisting  peremp- 
torily upon  his  own  method,  the  others  consented  to  bring 
in  their  exceptions  at  one  time,  and  their  additions  at  ano- 
ther. For  this  purpose  bishop  Reynolds,  Dr.  Wallis,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Presbyterian  party,  met  from  day  to  day  to 
collect  their  exceptions;  j:  but  the  additions,  or  drawing  up 
a  new  form,  was  intrusted  with  Mr.  Baxter  alone.  **  Bishop 
Sheldon  saw  well  enough  (says  Buroet§)  what  the  efiect 
would  be  of  obliging  them  to  make  all  their  demands  at 
once,  that  the  number  would  raise  a  mighty  outcry  against 
them  as  a  people  that  could  never  be  satisfied."  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Presbyterians  were  divided  in  their  senti- 
ments ;  some  were  for  insisting  only  on  a  few  important 
things,  reckoning  that  if  they  were  gained,  and  a  union 
followed,  it  might  be  easier  to  obtaiq  others  afterward.  But 
the  majority,  by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Ba^cter,  were  for  ex- 
tending their  desires  to  the  utmost,  and  thought  themselves 
bound  by  the  words  of  the  commission  to  ofier  every  thing 
they  thought  might  conduce  to  the  peace  of  the  church, 
without  considering  what  aq  aspect  this  would  have  with 

^  «  ThoQgh  the  BapU«U  in  Eiif land  were  «t  tbU  time  rerj  namereM,  and  as  ft- 
aaoDa  mes  emoDgat  tbem  £k  leanuog  and  piely  aa  noat  m  the  oomiBuaioo ;  yet  no  re- 
gard wa«  kad  to  their  caae,  nor  anjoae  of  that  penmaaioDappoiated  to  haFe  anj  share 
in  iu  Tbaj  did  net  deaign  to  reform  so  far*,  for  if  tkej  oonld  bat  bring  the  Preabj- 
terian  party  in,  which  was  the  moat  nnmerooa  of  the  diaaenters*  that  might  be  aaS- 
oient  to  aeenre  their  power ;  thoagh,  by  the  eona^queBee  of  this  proceeding,  itaeema 
probable,  there  waa  no  design  of  reformation ;  but  only  to  ^tiet  the  minds  of  (he  peo- 
ple, tiU  they  oould  gain  time."    Crosby,  Tol.  %,  p.  84, 85. — Bn.    - 

t  Baxter's  Life,  part  2.  p.  305.  t  Ibid.  p.  506.  (  F.  U%. 
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the  world,  or  what  influeDce  their  numerous  demands  might 
have  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  were  now  their  superiors 
in  numbers  and  strength,*  but  when  they  were  put  in  mind 
that  the  king's  commission  gave  them  no  power  to  alter  the 
government  of  the  church,  nor  to  insist  upon  archbishop 
Usher's  model>  nor  so  much  as  to  claim  the  concessions  of 
his  majesty's  late  declaration,  they  were  quite  heartless ;  for 
they  were  now  convinced  that  all  they  were  to  expect  was  a 
few  amendments  in  the  liturgy  and  Common  Prayer-book. 
This  was  concluded  beforehand  at  court,  and  nothing  more 
intended  than  to  drop  the  Presbyterians  with  a  show  of 
decency. 

The  ministers  were  under  this  farther  hardship,  that  they 
were  to  transact  for  a  body  of  men  from  whom  they  had  no 
power,  and  therefore  could  not  be  obliged  to  abide  by  their 
decisions ;  they  told  the  king  and  the  prime-minister,  that 
they  should  be  glad  to  consult  their  absent  brethren,  and  re- 
ceive from  them  a  commission  in  form,  but  this  was  denied, 
and  they  were  required  to  give  in  their  own  sense  of  things, 
to  which  they  consented,  provided  the  bishops  at  the  same 
time  would  bring  in  their  concessions ;  but  these  being  con- 
tent to  abide  by  the  liturgy  as  it  then  stood,  had  nothing  to 
offer,  nor  would  they  admit  of  any  alterations  but  what  the 
Presbyterians  should  make  appear  to  be  necessary.     With 
this  dark  and  melancholy  prospect  the  conference  was 
opened.f    It  would  interrupt  the  course  of  this  history  too 
much,  to  insert  all  the  exceptions,  of  the  Presbyterians  to 
the  present  liturgy,  and  the  papers  which  passed  between 
the  commissioners,  with  the  letter  of  the  Presbyterian  mi- 
nisters to  the  archbishop  and  bishops,  and  t{ie  report  they 
made  of  the  whole  to  the  king.     I  shall  only  take  notice  in 
this  place,  that,  instead  of  drawing  up  a  few  supplemental 
forms,  and  making  some  amendments  to  the  old  liturgy,  Mr. 
Baxter  composed  an  entire  new  one  in  the  language  of  Scrip- 

*  **  This  (observes  a  late  writer)  was  preoiselj  what  the  advocates  for  perseca* 
tioD  desired :  they  coald  saj,  that  the  king^  had  taken  every  step,  which  the  best  po- 
licy and  the  tenderest  ooncem  for  the  happiness  of  all  his  sobjecls  could  suggest,  to 
gain  over  and  oompose  the  jarring  sects  into  a  system  of  perfect  harmony,  bat  that  all 
his  wise  and  benevolent  eiideavoors  were  defeated  by  the  wilfol  obstinacy  and  per* 
verseness  of  the  Nonconformists ;  and  that  he  most  therefore  now  porsne  such  mea- 
aores  as  the  safety  both  of  the  eharch  and  slate  required.'*  Secret  History  of  the  Coart 
and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  1 .  p.  349,  SdO.— Bd. 

t  N.  B.  All  the  papers  relating  to  the  conference  at  the  Savoy  are  collected  in  a 
book,  entitled,  "  The  History  of  Nonconformity,*'  as  it  was  argued  and  staled  by 
commissioners  on  both  sides  appointed  by  his  majesty  king  Charles  II.  in  the  yei^ 
1661.     Octave,  second  edit.  1708. 
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ture^  which  he  called  the  reformed  liturgy ;  not  with  a  de<» 
sign  entirely  to  set  aside  the  old  one,  but  to  give  men  liberty 
to  use  either  as  they  approved.  It  was  drawn  up  in  a  short 
compass  of  time,  and  after  it  had  been  examined^  and  apr 
proved  by  his  brethren,  was  presented  to  the  bishops  in  the 
conference,  together  with  their  exceptions  to  the  old  liturgy. 
This  gave  great  offence,  as  presuming  that  a  liturgy  drawn 
up  by  a  single  hand  in  fourteen  days,  was  to  be  preferred, 
or  stand  in  competition  with  one  which  had  been  received 
in  the  church  for  a  whole  century.  Besides,  it  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  commission  and  the  bishops'  declaration  of 
varying  no  farther  from  the  old  standard  than  should  ap- 
pear to  be  necessary ;  and  therefore  the  reformed  liturgy, 
as  it  was  called,  was  rejected  at  once  without  being 
examined. 

When  the  Presbyterians  brought  in  their  exceptions  to 
the  liturgy,  they  presented  at  the  same  time  a  petition  for 
peace,  beseeching  the  bishops  to  yield  to  their  amendments ; 
to  free  them  from  the  subscriptions  and  oaths  in  his  ma- 
jesty's late  declaration,  and  not  to  insist  upon  the  reordina- 
tion  of  those  who  had  been  ordained  without  a  diocesan  bi- 
shop, Ivor  upon  the  surplice,  the  cross  in  baptism,  and  other 
indifferent  ceremonies;  for  this  purpose  they  make. use  of 
various  motives  and  arguments,  sufficient,  in  my  judgment, 
to  influence  all  who  had  any  concern  for  the  honour  of  Grod, 
and  the  salvation  of  souls.  The  bishops  gave  a  particular 
answer  to  these  exceptions ;  .to  which  the  Presbyterians 
tnade  such  a  reply  as,  in  the  opinion  of  their  adversaries, 
shewed  them  to  be  men  of  learning,  and  well  versed  in  the 
practice  of  the  ancient  church ;  however,  the  bishops  would 
indulge  nothing  to  their  prejudices ;  upon  which  they  sent 
them  a  large  expostulatory  letter,  wherein,  after.having  re- 
peated their  objections,  they  lay  the  wounds  of  the  church 
at  their  door. 

The  term  for  the  treaty  being  almost  spun  out  in  a  paper 
controversy,*  about  ten  days  before  the  commission  expired^ 
a  disputation  was  agreed  on,  to  argue  the  necessity  of  alter- 

*  In  Ihe  ooorse  ofthif  oontroversj  many  points,  eonneoted  with  the  doctrine  and 
nMDDer  of  baptism,  came  into  discassion  :  such  as,  the  right  of  the  children  of  Heat 
thens,  or  of  the  excommnnicated,  to  baptism ;  the  effioaoj  of  children's  baptism ;  the 
qnalifications  for  this  ordinance;  the  use  of  godfathers  and  godmothers,  and  of  the 
nign  of  the  cross,  and  other  questions :  the  debate  on  which,  it  is  said,  contributed 
much  to  encoarage  and  promote  what  was  called  Anabaptism.  Crosbj's  Historj  of 
the  Baptists,  vol.  2.  p.  85,  86 — B». 
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aiioos  in  ihm  preswt  liturgy ."*  Tliree  cf  aaeh  pairty  wem 
ebofliea  to  mevage  the  mrgument ;  Dr.  Pearson,  Gunniog, 
and  Sparrpw,  on  one  side ;  and  Dr.  Bates,  Jacomb,  and 
Mr.  Baxter,  on  the  other.  The  pest  were  at  liberty  to 
withdraw  if  they  pleased.  Mr.  Baxter  was  opponent,  and 
began  to  prove  the  sinCalness  of  impositions;  bat  through 
want  of  order,  frequent  iaterrpptions,  and  personal  reflec- 
tions, the  dispute  issu^  in  nothing ;  a  number  of  young 
dirines  interrupting  the  Presbyterian  ministers  and  laughing 
them  to  scorn.  At  length  bishop  Cosins  produced  a  paper^f 
containing  an  expedient  to  shorten  the  debate,  which  was, 
to  put  the  ministers  on  distinguishing  between  those  things 
which  they  charged  as  sinful,  and  those  which  were  only 
inexpedient.  The  three  disputants  on  the  ministers*  side 
were  desired  to  draw  up  an  answer  to  this  paper,  which 
they  did^  and  charged  the  rubric  and  injunctions  of  the 
ehureh  with  eight  things  flatly  sinful,  and  contrary  to  the 
word  of  6od4 

•  1.  That  no  minister  be  admitted  to  baptize  without  using 
the  sign  of  the  cross. 

5.  That  no  minister  be  admitted  to  officiate  without 
wearing  a  surplice. 

3.  That  none  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's  supper  without 
be  receive  it  kneeling. 

4.  That  ministers  be  obliged  to  pronounce  all  baptized 
persons  regenerated  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  whether  they  be  the 
ehildrea  of  Christians  or  not. 

6.  That  ministers  be  obliged  to  deliv^  the  sacrament  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  to  the  unfit  both  in  health  and 
sickness,  and  that,  by  personal  application,  putting  it  into 
Iheir  bands,  even  those  who  are  forced  to  receive  it  against 
their  wills,  through  consciousness  of  their  impenitency. 

6.  That  ministers  are  obliged  to  absolve  the  unfit,  and 
that  in  absolute  expressions. 

7.  That  minister  are  forced  to  give  thanks  for  all  whom 
they  bttry,  as  brethren  whom  God  Jias  taken  to  himself. 

8.  That  none  may  be  preachers  who  do  not  subscribe, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Common  Prayer-book,  book  of 
ordination,  and  the  thirty-nine  articles,  contrary  to  the  word 
of  God. 

•  Btxler'a  Life,  part  1  p.  3S7.  f  KmM%i*§  Cairoflkle,  p.  504. 

t  Baxter's  JLift » part  2.  p.  341. 
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-  Aftior  A  great  deal  of  loose  ^isooume  it  was  agreed  to  €l^^ 
bate  the  tiurd  article,  of  denyiDg  the  oonunuDiio*  to  «uch  a9 
covldaotlcneeL  The  minifitere  proved  their  asvertioo  4hw« 
ihai  it  was  denying  the  aaerament  to  such  whom  the  Holy 
Ghost  coromanded  us  to  reoeive;  Roei.  xiv.  1 — 3;  ^^  Di«i 
that  k  weak  ia  the  faith  raoeive  ye,  but  not  to  doubtful  dis^ 
pttitations :  one  belieires  be  oiay  eat  all  tbiflgs ;  another,  (bat 
is  weak,  eateth  herbs :  kt  joot  bim  that  eateih,  despise  hiei 
that  eateth  not ;  and  let  not  hioi  that  eateth  not,  judge  hioi 
that  eateth,  for  God  bas  reeeived  hiflB.^'  The  episfcopal  dir 
yines  would  not  jsnderstaad  diie  of  the  comiiwinion.  They 
also  disdngoisfaed  between  tbiags  lawful  in  tbeflB«elves,and 
things  both  lawful  in  themselves  and  required  by  lawful 
authority.  In  the  fiirmer  case  they  adsiit  a  liberty,  but  the 
latter  being  enjoined  by  authority  become  necessary.  The 
mimifiters  replied,  tbat  things  about  which  there  is  to  be  a 
fiMibearance  ought  not  to  be  enjoined  by  authority,  and  made 
necessary ;  And  for  governors  to  reject  men  by  this  rule  is 
to  defeat  the  apostle's  reasoning,  and  so  contradict  the  law 
of  God.  But  when  Dr.  Gunning  had  read  certain  citations* 
and  authorities  for  tim  other  side  of  the  question,  bishop 
Cosins  the  moderator  called  out  to  the  rest  of  the  bishops 
and  doctors,  And  put  the  question,  *'  Ml  you  that  think  Dr. 
Gunning  has  proved  that  Romans  xiv*  spealcetb  not  of  n^ 
ceivoog  the  fiacrament,  say  aye/'  Upon  which  there  was  9 
general  cry  amoag  the  bearens^  Aye,  aye;  the  episcopal 
divines  having  great  njuanbers  of  their  party  in  the  hall ; 
whereas  the  ministers  had  not  above  two  or  three  gentlemen 
aad  scholara  who  had  the  courage  to  appear  with  them. 
^Nevertheless  they  maintained  Ih^Hr  point,  and,  as  bishop 
Bornet  observes,  insisted  upon  it,  that;a  ^^  law  idiieh  ex<- 
eludes  all  from  the  sacrament  who  dar«  not  kneel,  was  un- 
lawful, as  it  was  a  limitation  in  point  of  communion  put  upon 
the  laws  of  Chri^>  which  ^oMght  to  be  the  only  condition  of 
thoee  that  have  a  right  to  it,^ 

At  length  the  jepiscopal  divines  became  opponente  upon 
Ae  same  4}neetion,  and  argued  thus :  <'  That  command  whicb 
enjoins  only  «n  act  in  itself  lawfid,  is  not  sinful."  Which 
Mr.  Baitter  denied.  They  then  iKlded,  '^  That  command 
which  enjoins  «nly  an  act  in  itself  lawful,  and  no  other  act 
or  eilxsumstanee  unlawfnl,  is  not  skifiil/'    This  also  Mr. 

•  KfBBet'f  CUnmioJ*,  p.  506. 
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Baxter  denied.  They  then  advanced  farther,  ^<  That  com- 
mand which  enjoins  only  an  act  in  itself  lawful,  and  no  other 
act  whereby  an  unjust  penalty  is  enjoined,  or  any  circum- 
stance whence  directly  or  per  accidens  any  sin  is  consequent 
which  the  commander  ought  to  provide  against,  hath  in  it 
all  things  requisite  to  the  lawfulness  of  a  command,  and 
particularly  cannot  be  charged  with  enjoining  an  act  per 
accidens  unlawful,  nor  of  commanding  an  act  under  an  unjust 
penalty/'  This  also  was  denied,  because,  though  it  does 
not  command  that  which  is  sinful,  it  may  restrain  from  that 
which  is  lawful,  and  it  may  be  applied  to  undue  subjects. 
Other  reasons  were  assigned  ;*  but  the  dispute  broke  off 
with  noise  and  confusion,  and  high  reflections  upon  Mr. 
Baxter^s  dark  and  cloudy  imagination,  and  his  perplexed, 
scholastic,  metaphysical  manner  of  distinguishing,  which 
tended  rather  to  confound  than  to  clear  up  that  which 
was  doubtful;  and  bishop  Saunderson  being  then  in  the 
chair,  pronounced  that  Dr.  Gunning  had  the  better  of 
the  argument. 

Bishop  Morley  said,  that  Mr.  Baxter's  denying  that  plain 
proposition,  was  destructive  of  all  authority  human  and  di- 
vine ;  that  it  struck  the  church  out  of  all  its  claims  for 
making  canons,  and  for  settling  order  and  discipline ;  nay, 
that  it  took  away  all  legislative  power  fron^  the  king  and 
parliament,  and  even  from  God  himself;  for  no  act  can  be 
so  good  in  itself,  but  may  lead  to  a  sin  by  accident ;  and  if 
to  command  such  an  act  be  a  sin,  then  every  command  must 
be  a  sin. 

.  Bishop  Burnet  adds,t  *'  that  Baxter  and  Gunning  spent 
several  days  in  logical  arguing,  to  the  diversion  of  the  town,* 
who  looked  upon  them  as  a  couple  of  fencers  engaged  in  a 
dispute  that  could  not  be  brought  to  any  end.  The  bishops 
insisted  upon  the  laws  being  still  in  force ;  to  which  they 
would  admit  of  no  exception,  unless  it  was  proved  that  the 
matter  of  them  was  sinful.  They  charged  the  Presbyter 
rians  with  making  a  schism  for  that  which  they  could. not 
prove  to  be  sinful.  They  said  there  was  no  reason  to  gratify 
such  men;  that  one  demand  granted  would  draw  on  many 
more ;  that  all  authority  in  church  and  state  was  struck  at 
by  the  position  they  had  insisted  on,  namely,  that  it  was 
not  lawful  to  impose  things  indifferent,  since  these  seemed 

*  Kennet's  Cbronide,  p.  505.  t  Vol.  1.  p.  264. 
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to  be  thiB  only  matters  in  which  authority  could  interfere/' 
— Thus  ended  the  disputation. 

From  arguments  the  ministers  descended  to  entreaties 
and  prayed  the  bishops  to  have  compassion  on  scrupulous 
minds,  and  not  despise  theif  weaker  brethren.  If  the  Non- 
conformists should  be  ejected,  they  urged,  that  there  would 
not  be  clergymen  enough  to  fill  the  vacant  pulpits;  they 
put  them  in  mind  of  their  peaceable  behaviour  in  the  late 
times  ;  what  they  had  suffered  for  the  royal  cause,  and  the 
great  share  they  had  in  restoring  the  king ;  they  pleaded  his 
majesty's  late  declaration,  and  the  design  of  the  present  con- 
ference. To  all  which  the  bishops  replied^  that  they  were 
only  commissioned  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  liturgy 
as  should  be  necessary,  and  such  as  should  be  agreed  upon. 
The  ministers  replied,  that  the  word  necessary  must  refer  to 
the  satisfying  tender  consciences ;  but  the  bishops  insisted^ 
that  they  saw  no  alterations  necessary,  and  therefore  were 
not  obliged  so  make  any  till  they  could  prove  them  so.  The 
ministers  prayed  them  to  consider  the  ill  consequence  that 
might  follow  upon  a  separation.  But  all  was  to  no  purpose, 
their  lordships  were  in  the  saddle,  and,  if  we  may  believe 
Mr.  Baxter,  would  not  abate  the  smallest  ceremony,  nor 
correct  the  grossest  error,  for  the  peace  of  the  church.  Thus 
the  king's  commission  expired  July  25,  and  the  conferences 
ended  without  any  prospect  of  accommodation. 

It  was  agreed  at  the  conclusion,  that  each  party  might  re- 
present to  his  majesty,  that  they  were  all  agreed  upon  the 
ends  of  the  conference,  which  were  the  church's  welfare, 
unity;  and  peace,  but  still  disagreed  as  to  the  means  of  pro- 
curing them.  The  bishops  thought  they  had  no  occasion  tb 
represent  their  case  in  writing ;  but  the  Presbyterian  com- 
missioners met  by  themselves,  and  drew  up  an  account  of 
their  proceedings,  with  a  petition  for  that  relief  which  they 
could  not  obtain  from  the  bishops."*    They  presented  it  to 

*  Mr.  Crosby  sajs,  "  he  bad  been  iafonned,  that  when  the  Presbjterians  were 
pleading  bard  for  sacb  oonoessions  from  his  majestj  as  the/  thought  woald  bring 
aboQt  a  union,  the  lord-chanoellor  told  them,  his  majesty  had  reoeired  petitions  from 
the  Anabaptists,  who  desired  nothing  more  than  to  hare  liberty  to  worship  God  ao- 
cording  to  their  consoienoes.  At  which  they  were  all  strock  dumb,  and  remained  in 
a  long  silence."  Mr.  Baxter  places  this  matter  in  another  light :  that  petitions  haying 
been  reeei?ed  from  the  Independents  and  Anabaptists,  the  chancellor  proposed  to  add 
a  clause  to  the  king's  declaration,  permitting  others,  besides  the  Presbyterians,  to 
meet,  if  they  did  it  peaceably,  for  religions  worship,  secare  from  molestation  by  any 
civil  officer.  On  this  the  bishops  and  the  Presbyterians,  seeing  it  woald  operate  la 
fayonr  of  the  Papists,  werp  silent :  till  Mr.  Baxter,  judging  that  consenting  to  it 
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tbv  king  by  biskop  Rrftiolds,  I>r.  Bates,  Dr.  MaQt^n^  aad 

Mr.  Baxter  ;*  but  received  no  answer. 

Before  we  leave  this  faWMis  conference  at  tke  Sarof^  it 
will  not  be  mmuB  to  remark  tke  bebariour  of  tke  coinmi»» 
smoera  on  both  crideS)  some  ef  wfcom  seldom  or  never  mp* 
peared,  at,  I>.  King:  biabop  of  Chkhester,  Dr.  Heyltn,  Barw 
wick,  and  Eafle;t  Sheldoii  Msbop  of  London  came  imk 
seldom,  thou^  be,  whh  Henchman  and  Morley,  batd  the 
ckief  management  of  afikits  ;i  others-  who  were  present, 
but  did  not  macb  concern  themselves  in  tke  debate,  asv 
Dr.  Frewen  arckbi^op  t4  Vork;  Lucy  of  St.  David's; 
Warner  of  H^ohester ;  Sannderson  of  Lincoln ;  Laney  of 
Peterborough^  Watton  of  Chester;  Sterne  of  Carlisle; 
Dr.  Hacket  and  Dr.  Sparrow.  Ofr  the  side  ef  the  Presby- 
l^innd  Dr.  Horton  never  appeared,  nor  Dr.  Dtake^  be^ 
canse  of  a  misnomer  in  tke  eemmiseien ;  Dr.  Lijpkifoot, 
Tmftney^  and  Mr.  Woodbrid^,  were  pvesent  only  once  ms 
twite* 

Amottg^  the  bisho()s ;  Dr.  Morlef  wae  the  chief  speldmr ;; 
kfts  mMpHer  was  vekemrent,  and  he  was  against  all  abateraeoEta, 
He  frequently  interrupted  Mr.  Ba)rter;§  and  when  Dr.  ]%it«s 
said,  ^  Prdy,  my  )erd,  give  brm  leave  to  speak/'  he  oouH 
not  ebtain  rf . 

BSskoip  Gosifls'  was  ther^  eonstnntly,  and  though  he  vn& 
inclined  to  moderate  measured,  said  som«  vei^  severer  tlirn^* 
When  tke  ministers  prayed  the*  bishops  to  have  ^emecotn- 
pasbi«»»  M  their  brethren^  und  not  cast  suck  great  n  ambers 
unnecessarily  MP  of  th«  ministry,  he  rsplied>  <^  Wfa«t>  dv 
yott  tbreit«i^  us  #ifB  i^umbm^i^  Fbr  my  part,  I  tMnk  the 
king*  would  do  w«U  to  make  yon  nsfme  tkcia  all."  Again^ 
when  the  ministers  complained^  that  after  so  many>yeHr8' 
Mlamify  tk^  bishops  wmM  net  yieM  to^  thM  whicfe  their 

lies,  aod  ihat  opposing  it  woald  draw  oo  them  the  reseiitroenl  of  all  sects  and  parties 
wthe  «MM»  of  t&eir  rtiftrriiigs,  said  "  tfeat  as  Aej  batnbry  thanked  his  itejetly  for 
\A§  iiidiil||;0B«e  to  thtttiseWfeft^,  so  they  tntisi  distinguish  the  tolerable  partiei  ftam  0» 
iiitMleMibliB :-  that  fbr  tHe  forilwr  fbey  era^red  favour  and  lenifj ;  bnt  that  tkey  ooolft: 
Mt  itetfireit  tiie  toi\srat}on  of  t)i«<  latter,  such  aa  tke  Ptpi#tii'  an^  SoduMMt  wtton  Dr. 
Ouamittfv  i^eltkkig  agalnet  the  sectS)  bad  lUeii  nained."  To  tbia  hia  mjelty  said, 
««*tiia»tfa«M  ware  tews  ettottgb  kgaifiBtfhe  Pftplsto**'  Mu  Ba*f»^repfi«d',  •*  tlii^  midw- 
tftOO(ltbt  ^fVMfldtt  t»  b«,  ifb^th^r  tbote-  Ihfwa  sfaoiild^S»  nvooMd  ofi  tltwa'  or  net;'* 
Afid  90  hti  WttJ«st  J  bi^ok:^  np^  the  meeting  of  that  day.  €lt>ato7's  MiMory  of  thv  Bap"" 
tun,  ¥0k  tl  fr.  Sr-'-^.    nutter's  Uti,  ptiH  s:  p<  vn.^'Sb-, 

^  Buifet^  Life,  ^iM  t.  p,  SOS.  f  Ijbid;  p,  ^07. 

ir  I6«ini«t*1i  Chroaitle,  th  5e7.  f  B&xtw'n  Lll^^  fttt  ^  pi  ^Sft 
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prcide^eifsoi^  offef «d  them  before  tbe  wur,  Mh^  Gosint  re*- 
plied)  ^'  Do  jdu  threaten  us  then  with  a  Heir  war?  It  i» 
lime  for  the  hing  lo  look  to  you/' 

Bishop  G&tfd^  fyfknll  took  part  irilh  tiie  Presbyterian  ^ 
Tines,  and  was  th^  only  moderatov  among  tb«  bishops,  ex'* 
cept  bishop  Reytiolck,  Who  spoke  mueh  the  first  day  for 
abatements  aif4  moderaffon ;  but  afterward,  sitting  amtwg- 
the  bishops  he  only  flrpoke  now  a^dl  thco  n  qualifying  woTd>. 
though  be  was  heartily  grieved  for  the  fhiitleas  bsve  of  lhi& 
conforence. 

Of  the  disputants,  it  is  said^  Br.  Pewson,  afterward  hi* 
shop  of  Chester^  disputed  aceurately,  soberly^  aad  cainfy. 
The  Presbyterian  mini€»ters  bad  a  great  regard  for  him,  and 
beliered,  that  if  he  had  beei>  an  umpire  in  the  eontroTersy 
his  eoMcssiotis  would  have  greatly  relieved  ^faem. 

Dn  Gunning  was  the  mcvst  forward  speaker,  and  studc  at 
nothing.  Bishop  Burnet  says,*  that  all  the  arts  of  sopbistvy 
w^re  used  by  him  in  as  confident  a  manner  as  if  ftfae;  hadt. 
been^sbund  reasoning;  that  he  was  oAweariadly  adtw  to^ 
very  Ihtle  purpose,  and  being  very  fond  of  the  Popish  ri- 
tuals and  ceremonies^  he  was  much  set  upon  redoiicrlii]gtib& 
cbum^b  of  iSngland  to  Rome* 

Oil  the  side  of  tbe  Presbyterians,  Dr.  Bates  and  Mantofti 
behaved  wttH  great  modesty :  the  most  active  dispotant  waa 
Mr.  Basiter^  who  bad  a  very  metaphysical  head  and  fertile: 
invefition,  and  was  one  of  the  most  ready  men  of  his  time; 
faii  an  argument,  but  too  eager  tad  tenacious  of  his  own/ 
opini^m.  Next  to  him  was  Mr.  Calamy,  who  had  a  gre»t 
intetesi  among  the  Presbyterina  minklenia  city  and  coiib^ 
trjv  ^^i  fop  ^1^  ^S^  A^  gravity  was  respected  as^tbeir 
fother. 

Afliong the  auditors)  Mr.  Bax<^  ofaBorveSyf  ttere  was  witb 
tbe  bishops 'a  crowd  of  young  divines  who  befaftved  .iude^ 
cently ;  but  metitious  only  two  or  three  sobolars  aud  hiymen^ 
who,  as  auditors,  came  in  with  the  PresbyteriMisi,  as  Mr.,. 
Miles,  Mr.  TlUotson,  &e. 

This  Mr.  Tillotsoa  wa^  afterward  tbe  most  reverend  and 
learned  archbishop  of  Cauterbirry^  one  of  the  most  celu'^ 
brated  divines  and  preachers  of  the  age.  We  sbaik  haveu 
frequent  oeeasiM  to  mention  hiiki  bereafter,  and  therefore, 
I  shall  give  a  6&ort  account  of  him  iu  thift  places    He  wav 

•  Page  263,  264*  t  B*xfer*8  Life,  p.  337. 
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born  in  Yorkshire  1630^  and  received  his  first  education 
among  the  Puritans ;  and  though  he  had  freer  notions,  he 
still  stuck  to  the  strictness  of  life  to  which  he  was  bred,  and 
retained  a  just  value  and  a  due  tenderness  for  men  of  that 
persuasion.  He  was  admitted  student  of  Clare-hall  in  Cam- 
bridge, under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  David  Clarkson,  in  the 
year  1647.  He  was  bachelor  of  arts  1650,  and  within  the 
compass  of  a  year  was  elected  fellow.  He  had  then  a 
sweetness  of  temper  which  he  retained  as  long  as  he  lived ; 
and  in  those  early  years  was  respected  is  a  person  of  very 
great  parts  and  prudence.*  In  the  year  1661,  he  continued 
a  Nonconformist,  and  has  a  sermon  in  the  morning  exercises 
on  Matt.  vii.  18.  He  appeared  with  the  Presbyterians  at 
the  Savoy  disputation;  and  though  he  conformed  upon  the 
act  of  uniformity  in  1662  j  he  was  always  inclined  to  the  Pu- 
ritans, never  fond  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  church,  but 
would  dispense  sometimes  with  those  who  could  not  con- 
scientiously submit  to  them.  He  owned  the  dissenters  had 
some  plausible  objections  against  the  common-prayer;  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  some,  persuaded  men  rather  to  bear  with 
the  church,  than  be  zealous  for  it.  In  the  year  1663,  he  was 
preferred  to  the  rectory  of  Keddington  in  Suffolk,  vacant  by 
the  nonsubscription  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairclough.  Next  year 
he  was  chosen  preacher  to  Lincoln's-inn,  and  lecturer  of 
St.  Lawrence's  church  in  London,  where  his  excellent  ser- 
mons, delivered  in  a  most  graceful  manner,  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  great  numbers  of  the  quality,  and  of  most  of  the  di- 
vines and  gentlemen  in  the  city.  In  1669,  he  was  made  ca- 
non of  Christchurch  in  Canterbury ;  and  in  1678,  dean  of 
that  church,  and  residentiary :  but  rose  no  higher  till  the 
revolution  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  when  he  was 
first  made  clerk  of  the  closet,  and  then  advanced  at  once  to 
the  archbishopric  of  Canterbury,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Sancroft 
a  nonjuror.  He  was  a  divine  of  moderate  principles  to  the 
last,  and  always  disposed  to  promote  a  toleration,  and  if 
possible  a  comprehension  of  the  dissenters  within  the  church. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  a  second  Cranmer,  and  one  of  the 
most  valuable  prelates  that  this,  or,  it  may  be,  any  other 
church  ever  produced* 

Various  censures  were  passed  within  doors  upon  the  Sa- 
voy conference ;  the  Independents  were  disgusted,  because 

*  Athen.  OxoB.  p.  968, 
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Heme  t^ftbem  were:  consulted,  tbbugli  it  does  not  appear  to 
ine  what  con^rn  they  could  hare  in  it/their  views  being 
only  to  a  toleration,  not  a  comprehension.    Some  blamed 
their  brethren  for  yielding^  too  much,  and  others  thought 
they  might  have  yielded  more ;  bat' when  they  saw  the  fruit- 
less end  of  the  treaty,  and  the  papers  that- were  published; 
most  of  them  were  satisfied. — ^^Bishop  Burnet  says,*  the  con* 
fcNrence  did  rather  hurt  than  good,  it  heightened  the  sharp- 
ness which  was  already  on  people's  minds  to. such  a  degree, 
that  it  needed  no  addition  to  raise  it  higher. — Mr:  Robinson 
s&ysii:  ^^  It  was  notorious  that  the  business  of  the  Episcopal 
party  was  not  to  consult  the  interest  of  iteligio^,  but  to 
cover  a  political  design,  wbich  *was  too  bad  to  appear  al 
first;  nor  did  they  mean  to  heal  the  ^church's  wounds,  so 
much  as  to  revenge  their,  own.     When  they  knew  what  the 
Presbyterians  scrupled,  they  said,  now  they  knew,  theic 
Qiinds  they  would  have  matters  so  fixied  that  hdt  one  of  that 
sort  should  be  able  to  keep  his  living., They  did  not: desire, 
but  rather  fear,  their  compliance."    Nay,  !so  *  unacceptable, 
was  the  publishir^  the'  papers  relating  to  the  conference, 
that  bishop  Saunder&on  and  some  of  fats  brethren  caution- 
ed their  clergy  against  reading  them     From  this  tiine  the 
Presbyterians  were. out  of  the  question,  and  the  settlement 
of  the  church  referred  entirely  to  the  convocation  and  par- 
liament. . 

It  bad  been  debated  in  council,  whether  there  should  be 
a  convocation  while  the  conference  at  the  Savoy  was  depend-^ 
ing;  but  at  the  intercessibn-of  Dr.  Heylin  and  others,  the 
court  was  prevailed  with  to  consent  that  there  sbould ;  and< 
such  care  was  taken  in  thexhoice  of  ^members,  as  bishop 
Burnet  observes,  that  every:  thing  went  atnong  them  as  was 
directed  by  bishop  Sheldon  and  Morley.  If  a  convocation  * 
had  been  holden  with  the  convention-parliament,  the  majo^'- 
ity  would  have  been  against  the  hierarchy ;  but  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  they  were  otherwise  now,  when  some  hun- 
dreds of  the  Presbyterian  clergy,  who,  were  in  pQssession  of 
sequestered  livings,  had  been  dispossessed ;  and  the  neces- 
sity of  ordination  by  a  bishop  being  urged  upon  those  who 
bad  been  ordained  by  presbyters  only,  gt*eat  numbers  were 
4enied  their  votes  in  elections.  Nevertheless  the  Presby- 
terian interest  carried  it  in  London  for  Mr.  Baxter  and  Ca- 

•PpgftSJasi,    :    ,     .2"    :  t^Ai^wer  to  Bennett,  of  Litgrgiea,|k  582.    v 
vol*.  IV.  X 
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lamy  by  three  voices;  but  the  bishop  of  Loodon^  toviajg  i 
power  of  cboosiog;  two  out  6f  four;  or  four  oot  of  six  within 
a  certain  circuit,  left  them  both  out;  by  which  means  the 
city  of  London  had  no  clerks  in  the  convocation.  The  aai> 
thor  of  the  ConfiHrmists*  Plea*  says,  ''  that  to  frame  a  con* 
vocktion  to  their  mind  great  care  and  pains  were  used  to 
keep  ont^  and  to  get  men  in^  by  very  undue  proceedings; 
and  that  protestations  were  made  against  M:  ineumbentd 
not  ordained  by  bishops." 

The  Savoy  conference  having  ended  without  suceeds,  tfad 
king  sent  a  letter  to  the  convocation,  November  90,  com* 
nmnding  them  to  review  the  Book  of  Common  Prayei^  and 
make  such  additions  and  amendmentsf  as  they  thought  ne- 
cessary. Letters  to  the  same  purpose  were  sent  to  the  areb- 
bishop  of  York,  to  be  comnuinicated  to  the  clergy  of  his 
province,  who  for  the  greater  expeditiop  sent  proxilra  with 
procuratorial  letters  to  those  of  Casteibury,  and  obliged 
themselves  to  abide  by  their  votes  under  forfeiture  of  their 
g6ods  and  chattels. 

^<  It  is  inconceivable^  says  Dr.  Nichols,  what  difficulties 
the  bishops  had  to  contend  with,  about  making  these  alter- 
ations;  ithey  were  not  only  to  conquer  their  own  former  re- 
sentments, and  the  unreasonablie  demands  of  Presbyterians, 
bnt  they  had  the  court  to.  deal  with,  wha  pushed  them  onto 
all  acts  of  severity." j:  Whereas  on  the  contrary,  the  tide 
was  strong  on  their  side,  the  bishops  pushed  on  the  court, 
wbo  were  willing  to  give  them  the  reins,  that  when  the 
breach  wias  made  as  wide  as  possible  a  door  might  be  open- 
ed for  the  toleration  of  Papists.  The  review  of  the  Com-' 
mon  Prayer 'book  engaged  the  convocation  a  whole  moirth; 
and.  on  the  90th  of  December  it  was.signed,  and  approved 
by  all  the  members  of  both  booses. 

•  Pa^e  35. 

t  It  w«8  Tt^inA,  '*  thftt  allpropOMd  iJtenitioiit  sboold  b6  exhibited  and  preieiit- 
ed  for  his  majestj'a  ftjrtlier  allowanee  and  eonfirmatioB  :*-  this  was  aceording|y  dona* 
He  was  finaUj  to  pronoance  on  the  propriety  and  truth  of  the  proposed  alterations. 
AU  tbe  debates,  i«Testigatioii«,  and  deeislons,  of  the«Iergj  and  bishops,  had  no  effi- 
caej  withoal  the  sanction  of  the  king.  Thej  mig^l  be  mistaken :  bnt  he  ooald  not. 
Tliere  is  an  absardity  in  ascribing  infattibility  to  any  i^nman  being,  necessarily  liable  to 
imperfect  views,  to  prejndioes,  aqd  to  error.  *'  Bat,  if  possible,  the  absardity  is 
greater  in  attribating  it  to  the  seeptred  rather  than  to  the  mitred  soTereiga.  The 
former  is  not  edocated  to  a  religious  profession ;  and  his  time,  from  the  moment  he 
fills  the  throne,  that  is,  from  the  moment  he  becomes  infallible,  must  be  constantly  em- 
ployed in  ciFil  oonoerns :  bat  yet,  as  the  head  of  the  chdrcb,  to  him  all  tralh  Ui  known;, 
to  him  all  appeals  from'  the  ecclesiastical  eoorts  miist  be  made."  A  Treatise  on  He- 
resTf  p>  73»74— JSto.  .      t  K^nnet's  Ghroi^cle,  p.5n. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE!    I^UftlTANS.  307 

Tlie  dltertttlMls  wei'e  tfa^se,« 

1.  The  rubric  for  singing  of  lessons^f  &c.  was  omitted^ 
thd  distinct  readitig  df  tb^m  beitig  thought  liiore  proper. 

2.  Several  collects  for  Sundays  and  holy-days  complained 
of,  were  oihitted^  and  others  substituted  in  their  I'ooni. 

3.  Cdtnmunicaiits  sit  the  Lord^s  supper  were  enjoiUed  to 
signify  their  names  to  the  curate  some  time  the  day  before. 

4.  The  pre&ce  to  the  teh  commandments  was  restored.): 
B.    The    exhortation^  to.   the  holy    communion    were 

aiilended. 

6.  The  general  confession  in  the  c6inmuni6ii-oflSce.  was 
appointed  to  be  read  by  one  of  the  ministers, 

7.  U  the  office  for  Christmas-daly  the  trofds  **this  day'' 
were  changed  for  '*  as  at  thifi(  tinS^.^ 

8.  In  the  pray^  of  consecration  the  priest  is  directed  to 
break  the  bread. 

9.  The  rubric  for  expliLining  the  reason  of  kneeling  at  the 
literament  was  re^tordd. 

10.  Private  baptism  is  not  to  be  administered  but  by  a 
liiivful  minister. 

11.  The  answer  to  tfa^  questioii  iti  the  catechism,  '^  Why 
then  are  6hildren  b&ptized  V^  is  thus  amended^  '^  Because 
thdy  promise  them  both  by  their  sureties;  Which  promise, 
when  they  come  tb  nge,  themselves  are  bound  to  f)erform.^^ 

12.  In  the  last  rubric  before  the  catechism  these  words 
are  expunged,  ''  And  that  no  mad  £ihali  think  that  any  de- 
triment shall  come  to  children  by  deferring  of  their  con- 
firmation,^  &c. 

13.  It  is  appointed  that  the  cUt^t^  of  every  parish  shall 
isilher  bring  or  setid  in  writing,  with  his  hand  subscribed 
thereunto,  the  names  of  all  such  persons  within  his  parish, 
9»  he  dhall  think  fit  to  be  presented  to  the  bishop  to  be 
confirmed. 

14.  The  rubric  after  confirmation  Was  thus  softened ; 
<<  None  shall  be  admitted  to  the  communion  till  such  time 

^  Kennet*8  Chronicle^  p.  585. 

f  'Th«  rubrio  in  king  JAtnei's  Reyiew  directed  ftlso  tbe  two  lessons  to  be  distiucUy 
read«  bat  it  td^ed ;  *'  Td  the  iaad  tbe  people  may  better  bear,  in  Moh  places  where 
thej  do  bitig,  there  shall  the  lesions  be  sung  in  a  plain  tone,  after  tbe  manner  of  dino 
tibot  Mdifag,  and  likewise  the  epistle  and  gospel/  Grej's  Examinalion,  p.  308. 
— Ed. 

X  '*  So  indeed  says  bishop  Kenuet  (remarks  Dr.  Grey) ;  bnt  they  are  both  mistaken. 
Tbdcdflhiiiandnieiita  #ere  not  in  king  Edward's  first  liturgy,  but  in  king  Edward'f 
156f I andintho JUtMws of  qveeo  Eliaabefk  a^d  lung  ftmtn/*  GnfB Bfeauinatioiv 

'""     *  X  2 
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as  he  be  confirmed,  or  be  ready  and  desirous  to  be/cbn- 
firmed." 

15.  In  the  form  of  matrimony^  instead  of,  .^^.tiU  death  w 
depart,"  it  is,  '*  till  death  us  do  part" 

16.  In  the  rubrics  after  the  form  of  matrimony,  it.  i^ 
thus  altered,  '^  After  wbich^  if  there  be  no  sermon  declaring 
the  duties  of  roan  and  wife,  the  minister  shall  read  as  followr 
eth :" — and  instead  of  the  second  ru^ric^  it  is  advised  tp.be 
convenient,  that  the  new-married  persons  sl^oiild  rec^ve 
the  communion  at  the  time  of  marriage,  or  at  the  first  opr 
portunity  afterward. 

17.  In  the  order  for  visitation  of  the  sick  it  js  thuf 
amended ;  ^^  Here. the  sick  person  shall  be  moved  to  make 
special  confession  of  his  sins,  if  he  feel  his  conscience  troubled 
with  any  weighty  matter ;  after  which  the  priest  shall  absolve 
him,  if  he  humbly  and  heartily  desire  it,  after  this  sort." — . 

,  18.  In  the  communion  for  the  sick  the  minister  is  not  en- 
joined to  administer  the  sacrament  to  every  sick  person  that 
shall  desire  it,  but  only  as  he  sh^U  judge  expedient. 

19.  In  the  order  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  it  is  thus  al- 
tered: the  priests  and  clerks  meeting  the  corpse  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  churchyard,  and  going  before  it  either  into  the 
church,  or  towards  the  grave^  shall  say  or  sing, — In  the  of- 
fice itself,  these  words^  "  In  sure  and  certain  hope  of  resurr 
rection  to  eternal  life/'  are  thus  altered,  '^  in  sure  and  certain 
hope  of  ^Ae  resurrection  to  eternal  life;"  and  to  lessen  the 
olijection  of  '^  God's  taking  to  himself  the  soul  of  this  our 
dear  brother  departed,"  &c.  the  following  rubric  i$  added: 
^^  Here  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  oiSce  ensuing  is  not  to  be 
used  for  any  that  die  unbaptized  or  excommunicatjei^  or  who 
have  laid  violent  hands  upon  themselves." 

30.  In  the  churching  of  women  the  new  rubric  directs* 
that  the  woman  at  the  usual  time  after  her  delivery,  shal) 
come  into  the  church  decently  apparelled,  and  there  shall 
kneel  down  in  some  convenient  place,  as  has  been  accus* 
tomed,  or  as  the  ordinary  shall  direct,  and  the  hundred,  apd 
sixteenth  or  hundred  and  seventeenth  psalm  shall  be  i^ad. 

Dr.  Tenison,  afterward  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  says, 
^^  They  made  about  six  hundred  small  alterations  or  addi- 
tions," but  then  adds,  '*  If  there  was  reason  for  these  changes, 
there  was  equal  if  not  greater  reason  for  some  farther  im- 
provements.   If  they  had  foreseen  what  is  since  come  .to 
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^'pass^  {  charitably  believe  they  would  not  have  done  all  they 
'  did'i  and  just  so  much  and  no  more ;  and  yet  I  also  believe, 
if  they  had  offered  to  move  much'farther/a  stone  would  have 
been  laid  under  their  wheel,  by  a  secret  but  powerful  hand ;' 
for  the  mystery  of  Popery  did  even  then  work/'*  Bishop  Bur- 
'  net  confesses,  that  no  alterations  were  made  in  favour  of  the 
'  Presbyterians,  for  it  was  resolved  to  gratify  them  in  nothing. 
But  besides  the  alterations  and  amendments  already  men- 
tioned, there  were  several  additional  forms  of  prayer^t  as 
for  the  SOth  of  January  and  the  29th  of  May,  forms  of 
prayer  to  b'^  used  at  sea  ;  and  a  new  office  for  the  adminis- 
tratioiif  of  baptism  to  grown  persons.]:    Some  corrections 
*  were  made  in  the  calendar.  Some  neiv  holidays  were  added, 
as  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  Barnabas.^    More  new 
lessons  were  taken  out  of  the  Apocrypha,  as,  the  story  of 
Bel  and  the  Dragon,  &c.    But  it  was  agreed,  that  no  Apo- 
cryphal lessons  should  be  read  on  Sundays.     These  were 
'all  the  concessions  the  convocation  would  admit  ;(|  and  this 
was  all  the  fruit  of  the  conference  at  the  Savoy,  by  which, 
according  to  Mr:  Baxter  and  bishop  Burnet,  the  Common 
Prayer-book  was  rendered  more  exceptionable,  and    the 
terms  of  conformity  much  harder  than  before  the  civil  war. 
The  Common  Prayer-book  thus  altered  and  amended  was 
sent  up  to  the  king  and  council,  and  from  thence  transmitted 
to  the  house  of  peers,  February  24,  with  this  message.  That 
his  majesty  had  duly  considered  of  the  alterations,  and  does 
with  the  advice  of  his  council  fully  approve  and  allow  the 
same;  and  doth  recommend  it  to  the  house  of  peers,  that 
^  the  said  books  of  Common  Prayer,  and  of  the  forms  of  or- 
dination, and  consecration  of  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons, 

♦  Compl.  Hirt.  p.  25t?.  in  marg. 
. '  t  BetidiDi  tbe  nev  forms  specified  \tj.  Mr.  Neal,  there  were  also  added,  Dr.  6rej 
saj8,,Uie  prajev  for  the  higbooort  of  parliament,  the  prayer  for  all  conditions  of  men, 
and  the  general  1  haul: sgi ring.     Examination,  p.  310. — Eo. 

«  t  This  setrioe  was  added,  beoavse  on  aoooant  of  the  spread  of  Baptistioal  senti- 
ments, th^re  were  now  many  grown  op  loo  old  to  be  baptized  as  infants,  whose  daty 
it  was  to  make  a  profession  of  their  own  faith.  Wall's  Hist,  of  Infant  Baptism,  toI. 
f .  p.  3l5.-r^Bi>. 

$  These  two  holidays,  though  then  first  appointed  by  act  of  parliament,  were  not 
now  added  to  the  calendar;  for  they  stand  in  the  liturgy  of  Edward  VI.  by  Whit- 
chnreh,  1549;  in  hisReyiew,  ld'53;  in  qaeen  Elizabeth's  Review,  4to.  1601;  in 
king.  James's  Review,  1609 ;  and  in  the  Scotch  liturgy  at  Edinburgh,  folio,  1637. 
Grey's  Examination,  p.  311.  Tt  may  be  added,  they  are,  with  suitable  collects,  in  tbe 
Htoa^y.  printed  >y  Bonham  Norton  and  John  Bill,  1629,  penes  me, — Eo. 

II  There  is  one  alteration  not  mentioned  by  Mr.  Neal.  In  the  second  collect,  in  the 
Tisitation  of  the  sick,  these  words  art  omitted ;  "  Visite  him,  O  Lord,  as  thon  didst 
Peter's  wire's  inotheir,  and  the  captain's  serraot:"  which  Were  in  king  Edward's, 
qoten  Elizabeth's/ and  king  James's  Review.    Id.  p.  311'. — Ep. 
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wi^k  tbpae  a^UiQn9  and  alteyntioos  that  Ipave  b^ep  m^ie^ 
aja4  pfesept^d  to  bis  majesty  by  the  conyocation,  be-  the 
book  whjjcb  in  a^d  by  the  intended  act  of  jiBiformity  shall 
be  appointed  to  be  used  by  all  that  officiate  in  all  catbedrfil 
an4  collegppale  churches  and  chapels,  &e.  and  in  aU  parish- 
c^Vjrche^  pf  ]^o|;land  an.4  Wales,  under  such  sanctions  or 
pepalties  as  tbe  parliament  shall  think  fit."t  When  the 
lords  l^ad  goc^  throi;igh  tke  book,  the  lord-chancellor  Hyde^ 
by  order  of  the  l^ouse,  gave  the  bishops  thanks,  March  15, 
for  their  car^e  ii^  )this  business^f  and  desired  tbejr  lordships 
to  give  the  li^e  thapks  to  the  lower  house  of  convocation, 
and  acquaint  tfiem,  that  their  ^^oiendmj^^ts  were  well  re- 
ceived and  approved,  thpugh  some  of  them  met  with  a  consj- 
jderable  opposition.  From  the  lo^tls  they  ^ere  sent  dpwn  tp 
tb^  commons,  and  inserted  in  the  act  pf  uniformity,  as  will 
be  BBfiu  uo4er  the  n^x^  yefir. 

But  before  this  faqapjus  ^ct  had  passed  either  bouse  the 
Presbyterian^  were  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress.  In  the 
month  of  Marchj  1661— S,j:  the  grandj^ry  ^tSxetpr  fpund 
above  foirty  bills  of  indictment  against  some  emineat  I^on- 
confprmist  i^inistpr^  for  not  reac^ng  the  comn^on-prayer 
according  to  laj^r.  They  likewise  presented  the  travelling 
about  of  diners  itinerant  preachers,  ejected  out  of  seques- 
tered livings^  as  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  jthe  nation. 
Tjlpey  complained  of  their  te^chjpg  sedition  and  rel^ellion  in 
private  houses,  and  other  congregations,  tending  jtp  foment 
a  ne,w  war.  Th^y  also  presented  Buch  as  neglected  their 
own  parish-churiches,  an,4  run  abroad  to  b^ar  factious  mi- 
nisters ;  and  such  as  walked  in  the  churchyards,  or  other 
places,  while  divine  service  was  reading ;  all  which  vf ere 
the  certain  forerunners  of  a  general  perseci^tion. 

In  Scotland  the  court  carried  their  measures  with  a  high 
hand ;  for  having  got  a  parliament  to  their  mind,^  the  earl 
of  Middleton,  a  most  notorious  debauchee,  opened  it,  with 
presenting  a  letter  of  his  majesty's  to  the  house ;  after  which 
they  passed  an  act,  declaring  all  leagues  not  made  with  the 
king's  authority  illegal.  This  struck  at  the  root  of  the  cot 
Tenant  made  with  England  in  I643.||  They  passed  another 
act  rescinding  all  acts  made  since  the  late  troubles,  and  an- 
other empowering  the  king  to  settle  the  government  of  the 

*  Kennet's  Cbronic]|e^  p.  03$»  t  Id.  p.  643,  64S. 

t  Id.  p.  ^4*^.  f  Bsruct,  Tol.  l^p.  161. 

II  BoArnet,  p.  166. 
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cbijM^^ .  W  be  AoaM  please.  It  was  ^a  ibad,  roaring  time, 
8S|y&  t{ie  bUhoPf  and  no  wonder  it  was  so,  when  the  men  of 
affairs  w^e  almost  perpetoallf  drunk*  The  king  hereupon 
direeted  that  the  church. should  be  governed  by  synods, 
P7e8l>yt^r8,  aud  kirk-sessioQs,  till  he  shoold  appoint  another 
government,  which  he  did  by  a  letter  to  his  council  of  Scot- 
land, bearing  date  August  l^  1661,  in  which  ke  recites  the 
i])f^nvenience3  which  had  attended  the  Presbyterian  go- 
ve^nn^Qnt  for  tber  last  twenty-three  years,  and  its  inconsist- 
ency wif)i  p^narchy* — ^^  Therefore  (says  he)  Irom  our  re- 
sp^t  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  g(>od  and  interest  of  the  Pro- 
testant rdigioQ,  and.  the  better  harmony  with  the  govern- 
Vien^  pf  the  ^bitrch  of  England,  we  declare  oor  firm  reso- 
lutiop  to  interpose  our  iioyal  authority  for  restoring  the 
chur<;h  of  Scotland  t^  its  right  government  by  bishops,  as  it 
was  before  the  late  troudbles.  And  oar  will  and  pleasure  is, 
th|it  yo.u  taHe  effectual  care  fo  restore  the  rents  belonging  to 
th^  se^erpil  bi^hopricks ;  that.you  prohibit  the  assembling  of 
ministers  in  their  synodical  meetings  till  our  farther  plea- 
sure ;  a^d  that  you  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  those,  who  by 
.  discoureeor  preaching  endeavour  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
our  people  from  us  or  ourgovernmeiit.'' — Pursuant  to  these 
directioi^  the  lords  of  the  council  ordered  the  heralds  to 
make  public  proclamation  at  the  market-cross  in  Edinburgh, 
September  6,  of  this  his  majesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure. 
.  In  i\ke  ijsontb  of  December  a  commission  was  issued  out  to 
the  bi§)iops  of  l4>ndon  and  Worcester*  to  ordain  and  con- 
secrf^te  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church 
of  England,  Qlr.  Jatues  Sharp^  archbishop  of  St.  Andrews, 
Mr.  Ajidrew  Fairfoul,  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  Mr.  Robert 
Xjeighton,  bishop  of  Duablain,  and  Mr.  James  Hamilton, 
bjfbqp  pf  Gallowa]^.  A  very  bad  choice,  says  bishop  Bur- 
net. Sharp  was  one  of  the  wisest  and  vilest  dissemblers  in 
the  ^orld.  Fairfoul  was  next  akin  to  a  natural.  Leighton 
was  an  excellent  prelate ;  but  Hamilton's  life  was  scarce  free 
from  scandal.f  He  had  sworn  to  the  covenant,  and  when 
one  objected  to  him,  that  it  went  against  his  conscience,  he 
said,  ^^  $uch  medicines  as  could  not  be  chewed  must  be 
swaUowed  wbole."j:    The  jj^nglish  bishops  insisted  upon 

.  .  ♦  BDrn^t,  p.  1SS,  1S4.  '^  t  Ibid.  p.  191,  192. 

t  II  18  here,  as  Dr.  Grey  remarks,  tbtt  Mr.  Neal  has  strangely  confoiuidedtwfhofaa- 
Taottrs:  Hsoribiog  \6  blthttp^HkadMoiH  wliat  bisbop  Bamet  bas  applied  to  biabop 
Fairfoat  II  is  singular  that  Dr*  Grey  bis,iB^]it  next  paragraphi  ejommitted  a  similar 
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their  rQBOuiuMQg..tbeir  Presby  terian  orders,  whieh  they  e&o* 
dented  to^  wd  were,  ia  one  a»d.  the  same  day,  ordaina3> 
first  deacons,  dmn  priests,  and  last  of  all  bishops  according 
to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England* 

Bishop  Burnet  says,  that  thpogh  the  king  had  a  natural 
hatred  to  presbytery,  he  went  very  coldly  into  this  design; 
nay,  that  be  had  a  visible  reluctancy  against  it,  because  of 
th^  temper  of  the  Scota  nation,  and>  his  unwillingness  to  in- 
volve his  gov0riiflient  in  new  troubles  y  but  the  earl  of  Cla- 
rei|donf  pushed.it  forward  with  great  zeal ;  and  the  duke 
of  Ormond  siMd,  tliat  episcopacy  could  not  be  establbhedin 
Ireland,  if  predbytery  contiiiued  in  Scotland.  The  earls  of 
Lauderdale  and  CrawfcNrd  indeed  opposed  it,  but  the  coun- 
cil of  Scotland  Hot  protesting,  it  was  determined;  but  it 
was  a  large  strain  of  the  prerogative  fer  a  king  by 'a  royal 
proclamation  to  alter  the  government  of  a  charch  establish- 
ed by  law,  without  consent  of  parliament,  convocation,  or 
synod,  of  any  kind  whatsoever;  for  it  was  not  until  May  (he 
next  year  that  this  affair  was  decided  in  parlianient. 

Some  of  the.Seot^  ministers /preached  boldly  against 'this 
change  of  government;  and  among  others,  Mr.  James  Guth- 
rie, minister  of  Stirling,  for  whtqh,  and  some  other  things, 
be  was  conviicted  of  sedition  and  treason.  Bishop  Burnet  f 
who  saw  him  suffer,  says  thai  he  expressed  a  contempt  of 
death ;  that  bedpoke  an  hour  upon  the  ladder  with  the  com- 
posure .of  a  mau  that  was  delivering  a  sermon  rather  than 
his  last  words ;  that  he  justified  all  he  had  dbne,  exhortuig 
all  people  to  adhere  to  the  covenant,  which  he  magnified 
highly.  He  w^s  executed  June  14, 1^1,  and  concluded  bis 
dying  speech  with  these  words,$  «'  I  take  God  to  record 
upon  my  soul,  that  I  would  not  exchange  this  scaffold  with 
the  palace  or  mitre  of  the  greatest  prelate  in  Britain. 
Blessed  be  God,  who.  hath  shewed  mercy  to  such  a  wretch, 
and  has  revealed  his  Son  in  me,  and  made  me  a  minister  of 

mistake ;  for  qaotiog  Mr.Neal'«  aocoantof  tfaedeat|i9CMr.  James  Gathrie,  wfao^oiitiie 
anthority  of  Barnet,  he  says,  "  spoke  an  hoor  before  his  exeoatioo  with  great  com- 
po$edii6ss/'  he  admits  the  correctness  of  this  passage :  bat  adds,  that  Barnet,  bat  two 
pages  before,  said,  that  Mr.  Guthrie  spok«  for  half  an  hoar  with  great  appeiiraiiot  of 
serenity ;  and  observes,  "  so  consistent  was  this  great  man  with  himself  in  the  compass 
of  two  pages."  Now  the  inoonsistenoy  is  in  Dr.  Grey,  and  not  bishop  Bdrnet,  who 
,  speaks  in  the  first  place  noto<  Mr.  Gathrie,  hot  of  the  maraais  of  Argfle.  vol.  1. 
p.  179.— Ed.:  -*  •* 

-  •  Hist,  p.  i30, 131.  Kennel's  Chron,  p.  577.      t  Hjit.  of  the  Staarts,  p.  Im.  • 
*   ♦  Rennet's  Chron.  p.  459.    Bnrnel,  p.  18i,  . 
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ilie  et^Mi^ifig'  gosj^el ;  ahd  tKat  he  has  designed,  iii  the  midst 
of  much  contradiction  from' Satan  and  the  world,  to  d^stl 
my  ministry  upon  the  hearts  of  notfei  few  of  this  people,  and 
esped^Ily  in  thecongi'egation  and  presbytery  of  Stiding.** 
There  was  with  him  on  the  same  scaffold,  young  captain 
Govan,  whose  last  words  Were  these,  "  I  bear  witness  with 
my  blood  to  the  persecuted  govek^nment  of  this  churchy  by 
synods  and  presbyteries.  I  bear  witness  to  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant,  and  seal  it  with  my  blood..  I  likewise 
testify  against  all  Popery,  prelacy,  idolatry,  superstition, 
lind  the  service-book, 'which  is  no  better  than  a  relic  of  the 
Rdmish  iddiatry — ."•  Soon  after  this  the  rights  of  patron- 
ages were- restored,  and  all*  the  Presbyterian  ministers 
silenced,  though  the  court  had  not  a  siipply  of  men  of  any 
feort  to  fill  up  their  vacancies. 

The  account  thdt  bishop  Burnet  gives  of  the  old  Scot* 
Preistoyterian  ihitiisters,  who' wirt^fe  possessed  of  the  church- 
livings  before  the  Restoration,  is  very  remarkable,  and  de- 
serves a  place  iiithishistory."  They  were  (says  he)  a  brave 
arid  sdlemn  people  ;  their  spirits  were  eager;  and  their  tem- 
pers sour,  btit  they  had  an  appearancethat  created  respect; 
they  visited  their  parishes  much,  and  were  so  full  of  Scrip- 
turo;  and  so  ready  at  extempore  prayer,  thdt  from  that  they 
grew  to  pr^ttise  setmions ;  for  the  custom  in  Scotland  was, 
aftier  dinner  or  supper/toread  a  chapter. in  the  Bible,  and 
when  they  happened  to  come  in,  if  it  was  acceptal^Ie,  they 
wotild  oil  a  sudden  expound  the  chapter ;  by  this  means 
the  people  had  such  a  vast  degree  of  knowledge,  thkt  the 
poor  cottagers -could  pray  extempore.  Their  .  preachers 
Went  all  in  one  track  in  their  sermons;  of  doctrine,  reason/ 
and  use;  and  this  was  so  methodical,  that !the people  could 
follow  a  sermon  quite  through  every  bt^Mih  of  itV  -Itcaii 
hardly  be  imagined  to  what  a  degree  thesis  ministers  were 
loved  anci^  reverenced  by  their  people. -They  kept  scandal- 
ous  persons  under  severe  discipline ;  for  breach  of  the  sab- 
bath, for  an  oath^-  or  drunkenness,  they  Were  cited  before 
the  kirk-sessions,  and  solemnly  rebuked  for  it ;  for  fornica-* 
tion  they  stood  on  the  stool  of  repentance  in  the  churchy  at 
the  time  of  worship,  for  three  days,  receiving  admonition, 
and  making  professions  of  repentance,  which  some  did  with 
many  tea.(s,  and  exhortations  to  others  to  take  warning  by 

*  Barnet,  p.l52>l53. 
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tbem;  for  adultery  theymt  in  thesapie  place  auiiBaatb^ 
eovered  with  sackcloth.  But  with  all  thi^  (says  the  bishop) 
they  bad  but  a  narrow  compass  of  learoing,  were  very  af- 
fected in  tbeir  deportment,  and  were  apt  in  their  sermonei 
to  make  themselves  popular,  by  preaching  against  ^he  iiins 
of  princes  and  courts,  which  the  people  delighted  to  hear^ 
because  they  had  no  share  in  them/'* 

The  bishops  and  clergy,  who  succeeded  the  Pn^byteriaDs, 
v^ereofa  quite  different  stamp;  most  of  them  were  very 
mean  divines,  vicious  in  their  inorals,  idle  and  negligent  of 
their  cures ;  l^y  whjch  n^eans  they  because  obqpxious  to  the 
whole  mtioo,  and  were  hardly  capable  of  supporting  their 
autho|rity  through  the  reign  of  kipg  Charles  II.  even  with 
the  assistance  of  the  civil  power.  Bishpp  Burnet  adds^f 
that  they  were  mean  and  despicable  in  all  reispects ;  the 
worst  preachers  he  ever  heard;  ignorant  to  a  reproach, 
and  many  qf  ^bem  openly  vicious ;  that  they  were  a  disgrace 
to  their  order,  and  to  the  sacred  fqnctions,  and  were  indeed 
tl^  dregs  and  refuse  of  the  northern  partp.  ,  The  few  who 
wereabove  contempt  or  scandal  were  men  of  such  violent 
tempers,  that  tl^ey  were  as  much  hated  as  the  others  were 
despised. 

In  Ireland  the  hierarchy  was  restored  after  the  same  msLUk^ 
ner  .a|»  in  Scotland ;  the  king  by  his  l<9tt^rs  patent,  in  right 
of  his  ppwer  to  appoint  bishops  to  the  vacant  f e^s,  isfuedl 
his  roy^l  mandate  to  Dr.  ]Bramhall,  archbishop  of  Armagh, 
and  Dr.  Taylor  bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  by  virtue  of 
which  they  cpnsjecr^t^d  two  archbishops  and  ten  bishops 
in  one  day4  His  grace  insisted  on  the  reordination  of 
thpse  who  had  been  ordainpd  in  the  late  times  without  the 
hands  of  a  bishop,  but  with  this  softening  clause  in  their 
ordprs :  ^^  Non  annibilaptps  priore^i  prdines  (si  qiios  habuit) 
nee  validitatem  aut  invaliditateni  eorundem  determinantes, 
n^ulto  minus  pmnes  ordinessacros  ecclesiardm  forinsecarum 
condemnantes,  quos  proprii^  ji|dici6  reUnquimus :  sed  solum- 
modo  supplentes  quicquid  prius  defuit  per  canones  ecclesia 
Anglicanae  requisitum" — i.  e.  *'  Not  annihilating  his  former 
orders  (if  hp  h^d  any)  nor  determining  concerning  their 
v^li4ity  or  invalidity,  much  less  condemning  all  the  sacred 
^dinatjipns  of  foreign  churches  whom  W0  leave  tp  thcar 


•  Bornct,  p.  226, 227.  i  Page  229. 

t  Kennet**  Chron.  pr  440, 441. 
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own  ju^ge,  but  only  supplying  yhat  wfis  wanting  acoprdipg 
to  the  canons  of  the  church  of  England. — '^  Without  such 
an  explication  as  this^  few  of  the  clergy  of  Ireland  would 
have  kept  their  statioQs  in  the  church.*  Qn  the  17th  of 
May,  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  commons 
in  parliament,  assembled  in  Ireland,  declared  their  opinion 
and  high  esteem  of  episcopal  government,  and  of  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer^  according  to  the  use  of  the  church  of 
Epgland  ;  and  thus  the  old  constitution^  in  church  as  well 
as  state,  was  restored  in  the  three  kingdoms. 

The  French  ministers,  who  had  been  tools  to  persuade 
the  English  Presbyterians  to  restore  the  king  without  a 
treaty,  went  along  .with  the  torrent,  and  complimented  the 
church  of  England  upon  her  re-establishment ;  they  com- 
mended the  liturgy,  which  they  formerly  treated  with  con- 
temptuous language.  Some  few  of  them  pretended  to 
bemoan  the  want  of  episcopacy  among  thepiselves^  and  to 
wonder  that  any  of  the  English  Presbytepans  should  scruple 
conformity.f  The  French  church  at  the  Savoy  submitted 
to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  qf  the  English  hierarchy ;  aq^ 
M.  Di|  Bosc,  minister  of  Caeq^  writhes  to  the  minister  of 
the  Savoy,  that  he  was  as  dear  to  him  under  the  surplice  of 
England,  |as  i^jider  the  robe  of  France.  j:...S6  complaisant 
were  these  mercenary  divines  towards  those  who  disallowed 
their  orders,  disowned  their  churches^  and  the  validity  of 
all  their  administrations. 

Lord  Clarendon  apd  the  bishops  having  gpt  over  the 
Savoy  conference,  and  carried  the  sefvice-book  with  the 
amendments  through  the  convocation,  were  now  improving^ 
the  present  temper  of  the  parliament  to  procure  it  ti^^ 
sanction  of  the  'legislature ;  for  this  purpose  the  hi^^f 
though  a  Papist,  is  iqade  to  speak  the  language  of  a  zealous 
churchman.  In  his  speech  to  the  parliament,  March  1st,  h^ 
has  these  words :  ^^  Gentlemen,  I  hear  you  are  zealous  for 
the  church,  and  very  solicitous,  and  even  jealous,  that  there 
is  not  expedition  enough  used  in  that  affair.  1  thank  yoii 
for  it,  since  I  presume  it  proceeds  from  a  good  root  of  piety 
and  devotion ;  but  I  must  tell  you,  that  I  have  the  woi^t 
luck  in  the  world,  if  after  all  the  reproaches  of  being  a  Pa- 
pist, while  I  was  abroad,  I  am  suspected  of  being  a  Pres- 
byterian now  I  am  come  home.     I  know  you  will  not  take 

*  Kennel's  Ghron.  p.  449.  t  Ibid.  p.  A6t.  t  Ibid.  p.  475. 
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it  unkindly  if  I  tell  you^  I  am  as  zealous  for  the  church  of 
England  as  any  of  you  can  be,  and  am  enough  acquainted 
with  the  enemies  of  it  on  all  sides.     I  am  as  much  in  love 
with  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  as  you  can  wish,  and 
ha  ve  prejudices  enough  against  those  who  do  not  love  it ; 
who  I  hope,  in  time,  will  be  better  informed,  and  change 
their  minds.     And  you  may  be  confident,  I  do  as  much 
desire  to'  see  a  uniformity  settled  as  any  among  you  ;  and 
pray  trust  me  in  that  affair,  I  promise  you  to  hasten  the 
dispatch  of  it  with  all  convenient  speed  ;  you  may  rely  upon 
me  in  it.     I  have  transmitted  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
with  the  amendments  to  the  house  of  lords — but  when  we 
have  done  all  we  can^  the  well-settling  that  atfair  will  re- 
quire great  prudence  and  discretion^  and  the  absence  of  all 
passion  and  precipitation.''* 

The  reason  of  the  king's  requiring  discretion  in  the  par- 
liament^ and  the  absence  of  passion,  was  not  in  favour  of 
the  Presbyterians,  but  the  Papists,  who  went  all  the  lengths 
of  the  prerogative,  and  published  a  remonstrance  about  this 
time,  **  wherein  they  acknowledge  his  majesty  to  be  God's 
vicegerent  upon  earth  in  all  temporal  affairs ;  that  they  are 
jbound  to  obey  him  underpaid  of  sin,  and  that  they  renounce 
all  foreign  power  and  authority,  as  incapable  of  absolving 
them  from  this  obligation."     It  was  given  out,  that  they 
were  to  have  forty  chapels  in  and  about  the  city  of  Liondon, 
and  much  more  was  understood  by  them,  says  archbishop 
Tenison,  who  have  penetrated'into  the  designs  of  a  certain 
paper,  commonly  called  the  Declaration  of  Somerset-house ; 
but  the  design  miscarried,  partly  by  their  divisions  among 
themselves,  and  partly  by  the  resoluteness  of  the  prime- 
minister,  who  charged  them  with  principles  inconsistent 
with  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. +     Father  Orleans  says, 
''  There  were  great  debates  in  this  parliament  about  liberty 
of  conscience. — ^The  Catholic  party  was  supported  by  the 
earl  of  Bristol,  a  man  in  great  repute ;  the  Protestant  party 
by  chancellor  Hyde,  chief  of  an  opposite  faction,  and  a  per- 
son of  no  less  consideration,  who,  putting  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  prevailing  church-of-£ngland  party  in  that  parlia- 
ment, declared  not  only  against  the  Roman  Catholics,  but 
against  the  Presbyterians,  atid  all  those  the  church  of  Eng- 


.  498. 


*  Rapio,  vol.  9.  p.  628*  folio. 

t  Compl.  Hist  p.  252.    Keonet'i  Chron'.  p.  482. 
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land  call  NoneooformistSc  The  king,  who  was  no  gpod 
Christian  in  his  actions,  but  a  Catholic  in  his  hearty  did  all 
that  could  be  expected,  from  his  easy  temper,  to  maiptaia 
the  common  liberty,  that  so  the  Catholics  might  haye  a 
share  in  it;  but  the  church  of  England  and  chancellor 
Hyde  were  so  hot  upon  that  point,  that  his  majesty  was 
obliged  to  yield  rather  to  the  chancellor's  importunity  than 
to  his  reason/'*  .  However,  by  the  favodr  of  the  qu^eenrmp^ 
thtr,  swarms  of  Papists  came  over. into  England,  and  setr 
Aled  about  the  court ;  they  set  up  private  seminaries  for  the 
education  of  youth ;  and  though  they  could  not  obtain  an 
open  toleration,  they  multiplied  exceedingly,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  all  the  dangers  which  threatened  the.  consti- 
tution and  Protestant  religion  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
and  in  the  next  reign. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  the.court  and  bishops, 
not  content  .with  their  triumphs  over  the  living  Presby-* 
terians,  descended  into  the  grave,  and  dug  up  the  bodies  of 
those  who  had  been  deposited  in  Westminister-abbey  in 
the  late  times,  lest  .their  dust  should  one  time  or  other  mix 
with  the  loyalists ;  for  besides  the  bodies  of  Cromwell,  an4 
others  already  mentioned^  his  majesty's  warrant  to  the  deaa 
and  chapter  of  Westminister  was  now  obtained,  to  take,  up 
the  bodies  of  such  persons  who.  had  been  unwarrantably 
buried  in  the  chapel  of  king  Henry  VII.  and  in  other  cha- 
pels and  places  within  the  collegiate  church  of  Westminster 
since  the  year  .1641,  and  to.  inter  them  in  the  churchyard 
adjacent;  by  which  warrant  they  might  have  taken  up  all^ 
the  bodies  that  had  been  buried  there  for  twenty  years  past. 
Pursuant  to  these  orders,  on  the  12th  and  14th  of  Septem- 
ber they  went  to  work,  and  took  up  about  twenty,t  amon^ 
whom  were, 

*  Kennet's  Ghron.  p.  498. 

t  Amoog  the  foUoDving  names,  the  reader  will  find  some  who  have  not  been  notieed 
in. the  preceding  history,  or  in  the  notes.  The  mother  of  Olirer  Cromwell  was  bj  no . 
means  deserving  of^the  malevolence  and  indignity  with  which  her  memory  waaireated*: 
For,  thoBgb  she  lavished  the  greatest  fondness  on  her.only  son,  she  was  averse  to  hu. 
protectorate,  seldom  troubled  him  with  her  advice,  and  with  relaclance  partook  of 'thet* 
pageantry  of  s<>rereignty.  She  was  an  amiable  and  prudent  woman :  whojto  m^ke  op 
the  deficiency  of  a  narrow  income,  nodertook  and  managed  the  brewing  trade  on  her  > 
QWD  account,  and  from  the  profits  of  it  provided  fortunes  for  her  daughtiers,  sofiioient 
to  marry  them  into  good  families.  Her  anxiety  for  her  son's  safety  kept  her  in  snoh ' 
■  cienstant  alarm,  that  she  was  discontented  if  she  did  not  see  him  twice  a  day.  The  re- 
liort  of  a  gnn  was  never  heard  by  her«  without,  her  crying  out,  "  My  son  is  sbot^" — 
It  ought  to  have  softened  the  resentment  of  the  royalists  against  Mrs.  Claypole,  thought 
the  daughter  of  Cromwel^  that  she  had  importunately  interceded  for  the  life  of  0r. 
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The  body  of  Sltz.  Cmmwell,  mother  of  Oliv«l*,  dM^hter 
bf  sir  Richard  Stewart,  Who  died  November  18, 1694,  and 
was  baried  ia  Henry  VII.'s  ehapel. 

The  body  of  Eliz.  Claypole,  daughter  of  CMiver,  who  died 
Augnst  7, 1658,  and  was  buried  in  a  vault  made  for  ifier  in 
Henry  VII.'s  chapeL 

the  body  of  Robert  Blake,  the  ikmous  English  admihil, 
who  after  his  vietorious  fight  at  Santa  Cruz  died  in  Ply- 
liioutb^ound^  August  7, 1657,  and  was  buried  in  Heary 
VII/s  chapel :— a  roan,  whose  great  Services  to  the  English 
nation  will  be  an  everlastitig  monument  of  his  tvnown. 

The  body  of  the  famous  Mr.  John  Pym,  aCoHiish  gentle^ 
man,  and  faiember  of  the  long«parliament,  wb6  was  buried 
ia  the  year  1643,  and  attended  to  hift  grave  by  most  of  the 
lords  and  commons  in  parliament 

The  body  of  Dr.  Dorislausi  em)ployed  as  mfa  assistant  in 
drawing  up  the  charge  against  the  king,  for  which  he  Was 
Murdered  by  the  royalists,  when  he  was  ambassador  to  the 
states  of  Holland  in  1649. 

The  body  of  sir  William  Constable,  one  of  the  king's 
judges,  governor  of  Gloucester,  and  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  foot,  who  died  1655. 

The  body  of  colonel  Edward  Popham,  one  of  the  admirals 
of  the  fleet,  who  died  1651 . 

The  body  of  William  Stroud,  esq.  one  of  the  five  meffi-* 
hers  of  parliament  demanded  by  king  Charles  I. 

The  body  of  colonel  Humphrey  Mackworth,  one  6f  CMi^ 
vev  Cromwell's  colonels,  buried  in  Henry  VII.'s  ehapel, 

16Sfik, 

-  Tfaefrody  of  Dennis  Bond,  esq.  one  of  the  council  of  state, 
whodiedAugn9t8,1668. 
The  body  of  Thomas  May,  esq.  who  compiled  the  hls- 

Hewett ;  and  tbe  denial  of  her  snit  had  so  a£Bioled  her,  thai  it  wu  reported  to  have 
bbvn  one  caose  of  her  deaths  and  was  tbe  wAjeet  of  her  exchunatioRs  to  her  father  on 

her  tlying  bed. ^Thomas  May,  esq.  whose  nalne  appears  in  the  following  list»  was 

a'pdKte  and  ohnsiotil  scholar,  tin  intimate  friend  of  the  g^reatest  wits  of  his  tiMe,  awl 
raidced  in  the  first  dass  of  them.  He  was  tlws  aatbor  of  seveml  dramatio  pleeu)  $  .and 
of  two  historieal  poems  of  the  reigns  of  Henrj  II.  and  Bd  ward  III.     Sot  his  prindptl 

work  was  a  '*  TninslaticMi  of  Lneao's  Phanalia,"aad  a  continoation  of  it. Coiooely 

or  sir  John  Mvldram,  a  Scotsman,  displajed  his  military  prowess  in  the  west,  de- 
fteud  the  earl  «f  Newoastle  hfforre  HoUy  with  the  assistamse  of  sir  Thomas  Fairisc' 
t^Mctfaestroikf  MWD  of  Gaimboroogh  imd  the- isle  ofAxbdm,  oonqnered  the  Ibroe^ 
of  tbe  lords  Bnvn  and  Molyn^nx,  nesr  Omkskiik,  and  took  the  town  and  castle  «f 
Soarbbrongh.  '  Biogt.  Britan.  toI.  4.  p.  517*  Ludlow's  Momoirs,  4to.  p.  S5f. 
O^fpHger's  Hiatory  of 'Blfeglaad»  v«l«  9. p.  94.  imd  vol.  S.  p.  S65.- 
•  &«Bnet'j  CbrOB*  "p*  5S6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PURITANS.  '      319 

toryof  tbe  IdQg-paiikmeiit  with  great  integrity,  and  iii  m 
beautifiil  style**  He  died  in  the  year  1650. 

The  body  of  colonel  Joiin  Meldrum,  a  Scotsman,  who 
died  in  the  wars. 

The  body  of  feolonel  Boscawen,  a  Cornish  man. 

To  these  may  be  added^  several  eminent  Presbyterian 
divines:;  as, 

The  body  of  Dr.  William  Twisse,  prolocutor  of  the  as- 
sembly of  divines,  buried  in  the  south  cross  of  the  Abbey- 
ehnrcb^  July  84^  1645. 

The  body  of  Mr.  Stephen  Marshal,  buried  in  the  south 
aisle,  November  S3,  1655. 

The  body  of  Mr.  William  Strong,  preacher  in  the  Abbeys 
churchy  and  buried  there  July  4, 1654.  These,  with  some 
others  of  lesser  note,  both  men  and  women,  were  thrown 
together  into  one  pit  in  St.  Margaret's  churchyard,  near 
the  back-doOr  of  one  of  the  prebendaries ;  but  the  work 
was  so  indecent,  and  drew  such  a  general  odium  on  the  go- 
vernment, that  a  stop  was  put  to  any  farther  proceedings. 

Among  others  who  were  obnoxious  to  the  ministry,  were 
the  people  called  Quakers,  who,  having  declared  openly 
against  the  lawfulness  of  making  use  of 'carnal  weapons, 
even  in  self-defence,  had  the  courage  to  petition  the  house 
of  lords  for  a  toleration  of  their  religion,  and  for  a  dispen-* 
aation  from  taking  the  oaths,  which  they  held  unlawful,  not 
from  any  disaflfection  to  the  government,  or  a  belief  that 
they  were  less  obliged  by  an  affirmation,  but  from  a  pe|r^ 
suasion  that  all  oaths  were  unlawful ;  and  that  swearing, 
upon  the  most  solemn  occasions,  was  forbidden  in  the  New 
Testament.  The  lords  in  a  committee  rejected  their  pe- 
tition, nnd,  instead  of  granting  them  relief,  passed  the  fol^ 
lowing  act*  May  3,  the  preamble  to  which  sets  forth,  <<  That 

*  Some  of  tbe  wcAeij,  getting  early  ioteUigeoce  of  thU  bill,  Jntetibred  to  st<^ 
iti  progress.  Edward  Bnrrough,  Richard  Hnbborthora^  and  George  Whitehead, 
attended  the  paxliament  to  solicit  against  passing  it  into  an  act :  and  were  admitted, 
lliiit  withoat  nieeess,  to  offer  their  reasons  againstit,  at  the  bar  of  the  hottte.  "  Bnt 
poHtioal  considerations,  party  animosity,  and  bigoted  and  exasperated  zeal  for  the 
ohnroh  (so  called),  were  the  moving  oanses  of  action  with  the  majority.  Appeals  to 
their  reason  and  hnmanity  were  vain."  It  aggravated  the  injustice  and  severity  of 
this  act,  that  it  was  framed,  notwithstanding  a  paper,  containing  the  sentiments  of  the 
Qaakers  respecting  oaths,  had  been  lately  presented  to  the  king  and  conacil  by 
Edward  Barroogh,  entitled  "  A  Jast  and  Righteoas  Plea  :*'  which  stated  their  con- 
scientiotks  scruples,  expressed  in  strong  terms  their  loyalty,  and  declared,  '*  that  it 
had  ever  been  with  them  an  established  principle,  confirmed  by  a  consonant  practice, 
to  enter  into  no  plots,  combinations,  or  rebellions,  against  government,  nor  to  seek 
deliverance  from  injustice  or  oppression  by  any  saoh  means."  Goagh's  AUiorj  of 
the  Qaakers,  vol.  1.  p.  499,  5cc.— Bu. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


320  HI8T0RY  OF 

whereas  sundry  persons  have'tftkennp  an  opinioD^  that  mt 
oath,  even  before  a  migi&trate^  is  anliawful,  and  contrary  tq 
the  word  of  God.  And  whereas,  under  pretence  of  religiousf 
worship,  the  said  persons  do  assemble  in  great  numbers 
in  several  parts  of  the  kingdom^  separating Ihemselves  from 
the  .rest  of  his  majesty's  subjects,  aiid  from  the  public  con- 
gregations, and  usual  places  of  divine  worship;  be  it  there* 
fore  enacted,  that  if  any  such  persons  after  the  2dlrth  of 
March,  1661 — 2,  shall  refuse  to  .take  an  oatltwhenlawfuUy 
tendered,  or  persuade  others  to  do  it,  or  maintain,  in  wri- 
ting or  otherwise,  the  unlawfulness  of  taking  an  oath ;  or  if 
they  shall  assemble  for  religious  woilship  to  the  number  of 
five  or  m<Mre,  of  the  age  of  fifteen,  they,  shall  for  the  first 
oflence  forfeit  5/. ;  for  the  second  10/. ;  and  for  the  third 
shall  abjure  the  realm,  or  be  transported  to  the  plantations : 
and  the  justices  of  peace,  at  their  open  sessions  may  hear 
aJid. finally  determine  in  the  affair."  The  act  was  passed 
by  commission,  and  had  a  dreadful  influence,  upon  that 
people,  though  it  was  notorious  they  werle  &r  from  sedition 
or  disaffection  to  the  government.  G.  Fox,  in  his  address 
to  the  king,  acquaints  his.  majesty,  that  three  thousand  and 
sixty-eight  of  their  friends  had  been  imprisoned  since  his 
nmjeaty's  restoration ;  that  their  meetings  were  daily  bro- 
ken up  by  men  with  clubs  and  arms,  and  their  friends 
thrown  into  the  water,  and  trampled  under  foot,  till  the 
Uood  gushed  out,  which  gave  rise  to  their  meeting  in  the 
open  streets.  Another  narrative  was  printed,  signed  by 
twelve  witnesses,  which  says,  that  more  than  four  thonsand 
two  hundred  Quakers  were  imprisoned ;  and  of  them  five 
hundrediwere  in  and  about  London,  and  the  suburbs ;  se*' 
Tieral  of  whom  were  dead  in  the  jails.*  But  these  were 
Onlyithe  beginning  of  sorrows. 

'  Religion,  which  had  been  in  vogue  in  the  late  times, 
was  now*  universally  discoantenanced ;  the  name  of  it  was 
haadly  mentioned  but  with  contempt,  in  a  health  or  a  play. 

•  Sewel,  p.346.     Kennel's  Chron.  p.  651. 

**  Soma  were  put  into  such  noisome  prisons,  as  were  owned  not  fit  for  dpgs. 
Some  prisons  so  crowded  that  the  prisoners  had  not  room  to  sit  duwu  altogether.  Ib 
Cheshire,  sixtj-eight  persons  were  tbas  locked  np  in  a  small  room.  No  age  or  ses 
foand  anj  commisseration.  Men  of  sixty,  seventy,  or  more  years  of  age,  ware, 
withoat  pity  or  remorse,  subjected  to  all  the  rigours  of  such  imprisonments,  under 
the  infirmities  of  a  natural  decline  ;  many  times  they  were  forced  to  lie  oh  t)ie  cold 
ground,  without  being  permitted  the  use  of  straw,  and  kept  many  days  without  Wo-, 
tnals.  No  wonder  that  many  gre#  sick  and  died  by  such  barbarous  imprisonm«Bts 
as  these."    Gougb,  toI.  1.  p.  5S8.— Bo.  ,   .       . 
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^ose  who  ^observed' the  sabbath,  aiid  scrupled '^  profane 
swearing'  and  drinking  healths,  were  exposed  under  the 
oppirdbfious  names  of  Puritans,  Fanatics,  Presbyterians,  . 
Rbpublieans,  seditious  persons,  &c.  The  Presbyterian  mi- 
nisiers  were  every  where  suspended  or  deprived,  for  some 
unguarded' expressions  in  thdr  sermons  or  prayers.  Lord 
Ctarrendon  wasatthehefad  of  all  this  madness,  and  declared 
in'  parliam'tfht,  ^*  that  the  king  could  distinguish  between 
tenderness  of  consciehcte  and  pride  of  conscience;  that  he 
wasa^DC^  of  so  e^rcellent  a  nature,  and  of  so  tender  a 
coBSCteiite^himseif,  that.he  had  •  the  highest  compassion  for 
all  errors  of  that  kind^  and  would  never  suffer  the  weak  to 
undergo  the  punishment  ordained  for  the  wicked."  Such 
was  the  deep  penetration  of  the  chancellor  ;*  and  such  the 
reward  the  Presbyterians  received  for  their  past  services ! 
The  ptofltgate  manners  of  the  court,  at  the  same  time^ 
spread  overthe  whole -land,  and  occasioned  such  a  general 
licentiousness,  that  the  king  took  notice  of  it  in  his  speech 
at  the*  end  of  this  session  of  parliament.  ^'  I  cannot  but 
observe'  (says  hia  majesty)  that  the  whole  nation  seems  to 
be  a  little  corruptied  in  their  excess  of  living ;  sure  all  men 
spend  much  more  in  their  clothes,  in  their  diet,  and  all  other, 
expenses, '  than  they  have  be^n  ui^ed  to  do ;  I  hope  it  .has 
been  only  the  .excess  of  joy  after  so  long  suffering,  that  has 
transported  us  to  these  other  excesses,  but  let  us  take  heed 
that  the  continuance  of  them  does  not  indeed  corrupt  our 
natures.  I  do  believe  1  have  been  faulty  myself;  I  promise 
you  I  will  reform,  and  if  you  will  join  with  me  in  your  se- 
veral capacities,  we  shall|  by  our  examples,  do  more  good 
both  in  city  an4  country,  than  any  new  lawd  would  dp." 
This  was  a  frank  acknowledgment  and  a  good  resolution^ 
but  it  was  not  in  the  king^s  nature  to  retrench  his  expenses^ 
or  control  his  vices,  for  the  public  good.* 

*  In  the  preceding  jear  died,  on  the  2$d  of  December,  aged  seventy-lwo  years, 
Mr.  Thomas  Lnshingtoo,  a  scholar  of  emineDce,  and  a  faTOorer  of  tbe  sentiments  of 
Socintis;  who  translated  into  English  and  pablished,  Crellins's  Commentary  on  the 
Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  and  a  commentary  on  that  to  tbe  Hebrews  from  the  Latin  of 
the  same  anihor,  or  some  other  Unitarian  writer.  He  pablished,  among  other  works,, 
two  sermons  on  Matt.xxTiii.  13, and  Acts  ii.  1,  entitled,  "The  Resarrection  rescaed 
from  the  Soldiers*  Calumnies.'*  He  was  reckoned  more  ingenions  than  prndent,  and 
was  more  apt  to  display  his  fancy  than  to  proceed  opoh  solid  reason.  At  one  time 
be  personated  in  his  sermon  a  Jewish  Pharisee  and'  persecutor  of  Christ,  descanting 
on  the  whole  life  of  our  Saviour  in  a  way 'suited  to  draw  scorn  and  aversioii  on  him 
andhisatteadants:  be  then  changed  his  AlMMotbr^and  speaking  as  a  disciple  of  Christ 
be  aliswered  tbe  eavib  and  inTeetives  before  thrown  out  with  snob  dexterity,  that* 
bis  hearers  broke  into  such  loud  Md  repeated  applauses,  as  hindered  him  for  a  good* 

VOL. IV.  Y 
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«b9Y9  dQi^b^^  wlmt  tbey  iiad  ))fiQii  ^t  anytime  9Ulce  llmiHie* 
foiriiiatloji ;  aqd  tbp^gb  the  |mW  b»d  »  ¥9Kt.dowiry:WilkUs 
queep,  wboiD  l^e^mfirried  thk  spring,  ycA  aU  vaa  Jlot.wMKr 
cieut  to ;  defray  tbe-  ^xtravagaiiee.  of  the  QQUQt ;  lot  braided 
the  lying's  awQ  ^^pei^f^s,  tl^  qu^pu-mptb^r  .vainteioed  a 
fj^f^4id  qoi|rt  of  9,0^8,1)  (;;4tl|qlip9  at^SOfqesrsetrbAOse,  asd 
pig^  hfiy^  dope^  gQ^afi.lqfig  as  $b^  bad  lived*  if  sbe  €<|iild 
b^e  |i?pt  withi^.ii|9d|eratq  bonnd^;  bttihercoD^etWAfljBo 
impjTudept,  and  profua^i  thftt^abe  wm.  obUgadtft.jnafuraJao 
I'rapce  after  tbree  of  foyr  ;6.ari|,,  .wbere  abei.di»<kiiii  tbe 
y^ar  16^9.  A  lady  of  8i|ch  bigqtry.iii  religiQ»A  Mdintaigiia 
io  pplitic^,  tl^^t,  ber^alliapc^.  tp.tbP.  Wtkin  w«9:lit4eJflM 
tbi^nfflkjiidgBoentfrQQi'bea^vraf  f 

;  To  procure  n^^re  rea^y  P^onpy  fqt  tifi»  MtrMagmiget* 
it  wf^. revived  tq  s^U  tbje  ton^i)  of  I3iiH)llipb.to  tboi^faiich, 
^  iOQ^QpQ/..    Ifb^  lordr^bai>oeUftr  CtoaodoQ  ^^isaa  >fthB>pff9» 

,'  '  i     i      ^.    ..'[ 1     I J I    I    '  '       ..  I  ,  ,     /  .    ^ — }>  i    ■'■   ■   1.1  ■       ',i  1    .      u.. 

space  froiQ  pirpcefdvw^  in  l^^  seqpQQ^  He^wa^  «  Mtire^of  l^4^io^^,yd.ia|4rioftT 
lated  at  Broadgate's  Hall,  in  Oxford,  Tfvhen  he  was  seveuteen,  la  1666—^7.  He  grada- 
•«4d«  «s  naatft  of,  v^bM  U^ttAvrcolUg^  In  1618.  In  1631,  bii»tM|^  Corl»et  gave 
hint  the  prebendal  9t«llf  f  Piemiplor  Sjecanda  in  the  ch|ir^ofSal^slMH^(i'  anf  ^^» 
ward  bestowed  on  him  the  tectorj  of  Btarnhani  Westgate,  in  Norfolk,  In  this  rebel- 
Hoft  ho  iQ^t  his.spiptoablivi*  bhi  4tt  the  letnn  ef  Cfaatlea  II;  watf  restoved  to  tfaeo. 
He  died  and  wag  baried  ^at  Sit^i^ngbi^Q^^  oes^  Mikoi^in  Ke#iU  .  W«9d'f.AtlMii| 
(^on.Vt»i;2.p.7l,72.— Ed.       '  .       ^       '    '      ^^^  '    - 

:  .in  |V«  T^  ^^t,  ot  soop:  alter  the.  Eaiteca^<Mi«  iMLalio  Iftb  Henry  Heiae, 
whom  we  have  mentio^ejl  before,  ▼ol.,3.  p..  269,  oo^. .  i^  hiegaii  hU  VHfMtaMn 
the  'charbh  of  England,  and  in  1641  drew  great  attention  by  a  sermon  wtichlyB 
preafbeaftt:B|^opk>^  Hei^«rdsbik9.;  m thieduoDoMehli freely  ei|M>sed  the^sfn 
of  persecntiop,  a^yl  inveighed,  against  the  .pride  ^DdVc^ty^^pn^pjasaof^tlie  cleify,  tf^i^ 
|»lQralities  aiid  nonresidenoes,  and  the  cdrrdpt  practices  of  the  spintoal  courts.'  He 
y^  nekoned  bjr.eoe,  .whjf>  ha^. «  grf tt  baqd' w  ikk  pukttc  AfiUraof  ithe  ag^,  **  te  be 
the'aolest  man  in,the  ki|i|;dom  for  prayer^^  exp9^(i^g,^ai)d  pr^chiog."  .  YVhw  pie 
goteranient  declared  their  design  to  reform  tefigion,  Mr.  Denhe  and  many  others 
wet^  ^ed  ti>  cuf^ten^thctfJofiyjines^  fArrffelvl^^^^  to.  poiiti  #Uoh  before,  they 

had  only  .taken  tor  granted  :  and.  it  ap|^earing;tOihim^  iqhj^.resea^hes^  that  thq  VTM* 
lliM'ot  baptizing  ehilds^n  was  without  any  foondaition  in  Sctiptare,  br  Ih'e  writings  of 
tbe  Chvis^iaQf  €»r  lU  twe^frs^  ^ge9,Jp9pAll|^ly.pc9f<«ledilteRilf  a  ftiptiaa  nd.«is 
baptized  by  immersion  at  Lpudon  in  164^.  .  Thiii  exppsed^hiv>,tQ  tbp  f^9pp|i9fgBt,,Q( 
those  wbo  sat  at  the  helm  of  ecoleMasticail. affairs  r  bnt<  notwiChstanding  ifalft'he  ob- 
tained the  parish  of.Elsly  in,Cambzidgeshire.  .  Meeting  with  opposijiQii  ajfd  peve- 
enttoil,  he  quitted  his  ttving  and  went"  into  the.  army^  aind^  gaioed,repati|tipQ.  i^  t]|t 
military  line.  In  1658,  he.helfl  a  publip  disp.olation,  conoerniog  infant  l^jip^isin,^  WJiMk 
pr.  Gunning,  in  St.  Clc^m^nt's  oharch^  Tempje-bar ;  in  which  hp  i&  sai4,tQ  .haye  -iSr 
forded  strong  proofs  of  his  abilities  and  learniug,  as  a  good  scholar  aioil  QQnpIete 
disputant.  Mr.  Edwards  gi^es  him  t|ie.  character  of  "a  very  affect^iyg  pr^aj^Hierv 
A  clergyman  put  on  his  grave  this  epitaph  : 

"  To  tell  his  wisdom,  learning,  goodness^  t^itp  men,  .. 
I  need,  si^y  no  more>  but  here  lies  Heory  Denne."'    ' 
Cro|iby>  History  of  the  EpgU^h  Baptifits^  tol.  1.  p,  397,  itc-^ii^ 

^  It  waa  (he  gr^drazguiDent  w^.Mie  d^ke  of  Voi4«  for  hii  adheMMe4o4iieieiieU 
of  Popei;y,  that  his  niptbei^  b^d>  npofi  h«v  Asa)^.  blecaiBg,  oeniMiided  hftn  tiK<be^iitf 
%ad  steadla^yt  th«re%.    R,ereaby.'8  Ilfmfi«*f  fw  16»  <>     .     .  < 
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je««9ir  of  this  vtt0  biirgftlii^/da,ftppe«M  hy  tBt  lettevs'.of 
4Qttpl  D'fi&trades,  publilhed  ftince  bis  d^ath^  In  .0*1$^  of 
wbicb  bis  lordship  iieknowledge%  thul  the  tbongbt  oame 
frooi  himself.t  Several  mercenary  pluopblete'  were  dis- 
peraed  to  jvBtify  this  sale;  but  the  war^  withFralH:.^  10  the 
reigns  of  king  William  arnd  qireeii  Apne,  b<KV^  suffieieortly 
coDVineed  us,  that  it  was  a  fatal  stab  to  oHf  traAle  and  COfi»- 
meree^  ^Kemuefa^  that  eveil  the  queen V  kat  fi^iBistty<diirat 
iK>t  vMtnre  to^make  a  peace  with  I^raite^y  till  tbie  fortifio»* 
tiOQa  of  it  were  demolished.  ; 

Bttt  td^ divert  the. people's  eyes  to  other  olig^etsy  i^  was 
ifiesolved  to  go,  00  with  the  ^oifecution  of  stote-cririiifiilt; 
and  with  '  bumbling  and  cruihing  the  'Noniconfdtmiatsi 
Three  of  the  late  king's  jadges  being  apprehended  iki  Hoi* 
land)  by  the  forward'  seail  of  Sir  G.Downiti^,  vi^  tolo- 
nel  Okery/ Corbet,  and  Berh6tead,  Were  brdught  over  to 
England  by  permission  of  the  States,  aofd  ^xecufed  on  Iha 
,  aei  ofattaindery  April  19.  They  died  witb  the  siame  reso- 
lintionaad  courage  0s  the  formi^r  bad  done»  deekdring  they 
^d  no  maliice  against  the  late  king,  but  apprehended  tM 
autbori^  of  padiameat  suffiei^nt  to  justlty -their  eoiadirtt« 

Before  .  i^  ,  parliameat  roSe  tbe  boiise' '  addsesaed'  tkta 
king' to  bring 'oolcmiei  Lambert  aild  sir  Heiery  Vdovaj  pri^ 
^nera  in  the  Tower,  to  their  trial ;  atid  atconiingly^ 
June  4,  tbey  were  arrsdgoed'at  the  SdigVBemfi;'  Uidp^ 
^e  former  iEorlevying  war  against  the  kin|;;!and  the  hefd^ 
^r  compassing  hia  deaths  '  Laaibert  ^ras*  convicted^-,  knlfc 
for  his  sabmisfiive  bebavioiir  was  pardoned  a»  to  life,  but 
con^ned  itt'  the  i^  of  Guernsey,  wKcire  he-  refaKHii^  m 
l^ient  priaoliier  till  his  dealh^  wfakb  hkppianedr  abdiit  tbtr^ 
ij  yiear»  after,  ^  Sir  HeAty:  YMe  baT  au^i'  am  interetlf  hi 

lord  Clarendon:  and  remarks  on  it,  tKat  "  bad  tbe  ooant  D'Estrades  declare^ posi- 
tivelj  that  the  lord  Clarendon  had  no  concern  therein,  it  iff  probable  tbat  his  anthority 
'«|jDnil4'haye  beca* Ideated  or  plMsd,  over  i»  s&^nce.  ^nijord  QtamHloB  vn«  p  great 
Uriendf  to  monacQli/  and  episeopaoy  ^  and  therefore  lord  Clarendon's  character  naost  at 
all  lidvent«]^»be-r«ir  down.  The  reader  will  dtrtermine  conoeririn|^  the  eaiidoiif  and- 
fairness  of Ihii  oensnre.  Th6  passages  in  wfaidr  n'Bs^radtf^aseriMs  ihis'traisai^tioik 
talofd  Clarendon  are  to  be  seen  in  Rapin^and  in  ^r.  Harris's  Life- of  Charles  II.  vol. 
21  p.  192-^19S*'0r7  6teT>  on  the  ofher  faand,  refers  to  Kennet- and  Roger  Coke,  esq^, 
9fi  acqaitling  bia^laEdsbi^  from  ad  viaitg,  the-  salt  ol  Dooksrl^'  Bii^ieg  BametA  il| mmy 
be  added,  says,  on  tlie  information  of  his  lordship's  son,  **  that  be  kept  himself  oat 
ai  tkaff  aiTav  tmUpify'V  To^  recondhs  lite  niatioDf  fo  tde  sale  of  Ptfnkirk,  the'l^^rti* 
mised  to  lay  np  all  the  money  in  tbe  Tower,  and  that  it  shoald  not  beloached  bal  npon 
«xti7iordinai^  occuions.  •  Bat  in  yiolation  of  his  word  and  of  d^nc^,  il  w^s  imn^e- 
dikikly  sqaaridiif^a  away  among  tbe  oreatares  of  bis  mistress,  Barbara  TiUieM.  Bar^i^ 

iwtVWstory  oOaiiwii  Times,  ?oI.'  1.  p,  2^1 Eb. 

f  Rainii,  p'.  6Sb,6St. 
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the  convention-parliament,  that  both  lords  andxoittiiiOiis. 
petitioned  for  his  life,  which  his  majesty  promised;  and- 
yet  afterward,  at  tlie  instigation  of  the  present  house  of 
commons,  he  was  tried  and  executed.     Sir  Harry  made  a 
J>rave  defence ;  but  it  was  determined  to  sacrifice  him  to 
the  ghost  of  the  earl  of  Strafford:   and  when  his  friends 
would  have  had  him  petition  for  his  life,  he  refused,  saying, 
if  the  king  had  not  a  greater  regard  for  his  word  and  ho- 
nour, than  he  had  for  his  life,  he  might  take  it.  •  Never- 
theless bishop  Burnet  says,*  "  He  was  naturally  a  fearful 
man,  and  had  a  head  as  dark  in  the  notions  of  religion; 
but  when  he  saw  his  death  was  determined,  he  composed 
himself  to  it   with  a  resolution  that  surprised  all  who 
knew  how  little  of  that  was  natural  to  him.     He-was  be« 
headed  on  Tower-hill,  June  14,  where  a  new  and  very> 
indecent  practice  was  begun ;  it  was  observed  that  the  dy- 
ing speeches  of  the  regicides  had  left  impressions  on  the 
hearers,  that  vpere  not  at  all  to  the  advantage  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  strains  of  a  peculiar  nature  being  expected  from 
him,  drummers  were  jplaced  under  the  scaffold,  who,  as  soon 
as  he  began  to  speak  of  the  public,  upon  a  sign  given, 
struck  up  with  their  drums.  But  this  put  him  into  no  disor- 
der; he  desired  they  might  be  stopped,  for  he-knew  what  was 
meant  by  it.    Then  he  went  to  his  devotion;  and  as  he  was 
taking  leave  of  those  about  him,  he  happened  to  say  some- 
thing again  with  relation  to  the  times,  when  the- drums 
struck  up  a  second  time  ;  so  he  gave  over,  saying.  It  was 
a  sorry  cause  that  would  not  bear  the  words  of  a  dying 
'  man ;  and  died  with  so  much  composedness,  that  it  was 
generally  thought  the  government  lost  more  than  it  gained 
by  his  death."  >  The  Oxford  historian  says^  he  appeared  on 
the  scaffold  like  an  old  Roman,  and  died  without  the  least 
symptoms  of  concern  or  trouble. 

But  the  grand  affair  that  employed  the  parliament  this 
spring,  was  the  famous  act  of  uniformity  of  public  prayers, 
&c.  designed  for  the  enclosure  of  the  church,  and  the  only 
door  of  admission  to  all  ecclesiastical  preferments.  The 
review  of  the  Common  Prayer  had  been  in  convocation  three 
or  four  months,t  and  was  brought  into  parliament^  with 

•  Barnet,  p.  237,  «S8. 

t  Dr.  Grey  is  at  a  loss  to  ooderstand  bow  the  act  of  anifbrmity  oonld  oome  into. 
fh«  contoeation,  and  eontinne  there  for  three  or  foor  months :  /or  the  two  hoasea  never 
send  their  bills  thither  for  their  perusal  and  approbation.    He  thinks,  therefore,  that 
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their  altei^tibns  and  amiendments,  before  ChVistmas;^  the 
bill  was  read  the  first  time  in  the  house  of  commons  Jan. 
149  and  passed,  after  sundry  debates^  but  by  six  voices,  yeas 
186,  noes  180;  but  it  met  with  greater  obstacles  among  the 
lords,  who  offered  several  amendments,  which  occasioned 
conferences  between  the  two  houses.  The  lords  would 
have  exempted  schoolmasters,  tutors,  and  those  who  had 
the  education  of  youth ;  and  in  the  disabling  clause,  would 
have  included  only  livings  with  cure.f  But  the  commons 
being  supported  by  the  court,  would  abate  nothing, j:  nor 
consent  to  any  provision  for  such  as  should  be  ejected. 
They  would  indulge  no  latitude  in  the  surplice  or  cross  in 
baptism,  for  fear  of  establishing  a  schism,  and  weakening 
the  authority  of  the  church,  as  to  her  right  of  imposing 
indifferent  rites  and  ceremonies.^  And  the  court  were 
willing  to  shut  out  as  many  as  they  could  from  the  esta- 
blishment, to  make  a  general  toleration  more  necessary. 
When  the  lords  urged  the  king's  declaration  from  Breda) 
the  commons  replied,  that  it  would  be  strange  to  call  a 
schismatical  conscience  a  tender  one;  but  suppose  this  had 
been  meant  (say  they),'  his  majesty  can  be  guilty  of  no  breach 
of  promise,  because  the  declaration  had  these  two  limita- 
tions, a  reference  to  parliament, — and  so  ikr  as  was  consist- 
ent with  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  May  8,  the  result  of 
the  conference  -with  the  house  of  commons,  being  reported 
to  the  lords,  the  hoiise  laid  aside  their  objections,  and  con- 
curred with  the  commons,  and  tlie  bill  passed;  but,  as 
bishop  Burnet  observes,  with  no  great  majority.  May  19, 
it  received  the  royal  assent,  and  as  to  take  place  from  the 
S4th'Of  August  following.  This  afct  being  prefixed  to  the 
Book-of  Common  Prayer,  and  lying  open  to  public  view,  I 
shall  only  give  the  reader  an  abstract  of  it.  It  is  entitled, 
*^  An  act*  for  the  uniformity  of  public  prayers,  and  ad- 
ministration of'  sacraments,  and  other  rites  and  ceremonies, 
and  for  establishing  the  forms  of  making,  ordaining,  and 
consecrating,  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons,  in  the  church 
of  England." 

Mr.  Neal's  miitake  mast  be  owiog  to  their  review  of  the  Comioon  Prayer.  Exami- 
,  nation,  vol.  3.  p.  320. — Ed. 

*  Kenuet's  Cliroo.  p.  604.  t  Ibid.  p.  677. 

t  The  reason  for  extending  it  to  sehootmasters  was,  we  are  told;  to  guard  against 
tb«)  inilaence  and  force  of  education.     Exam.  p.  321. — Ed. 

$^Kennet'sCbroD.  p.  679.  • 
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Ttie  preamble  Mtsforth,  <<  That  from  the  fint  sf  qwdk 
Elisabeth^  there  had  been  one  UDiforni  orde^  x>f  commoil 
servi^  and  prayer  enjoined  to  be  a$ed  by  act4if  parliament, 
which  had  been  very  comfortable  to  all  good  people^  until 
a  great  number  of  people  in  divers  parts  of  the  realms  living 
without  iknbwledge  and  the  dae  fear  of  God,  did  vilfoUy 
and  schismatically  refuse  to  come  to  their  parish-churches^ 
upon  Sundays,  and  other  days  appointed  to  be  kept  as  holy 
days.  And  whereas,  by  the  scandalous  neglect  4>f  ministers 
in  uQing  the  liturgy  during  t)ie  late  unhappy  troql^les,  inaay 
people  have  been  led  into  fiictions  and  sdiisgis^to  the  decay 
of  religion,  and  the  hazard  of  many  «puls;  therefore,  for 
preventing  the  like  for  time  to  come,  the  king  hadf^ranted 
a  commission,  to  review  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  te 
those  bishops  and  divifies,  who  met  a*  the  Savoy ;  and 
afkerwai^  his  majesty  reqniredthe  clergy  in  coavpcatioa 
to. revise  ittigahi  j  wbich  alterations  and  amendments  havi- 
jng  been  approved  by  his  ^u^esty^  and  both  bouses  of  pai^ 
liament;  therefore^for  settling.the  peace.ofthe  nation,  for 
the  honour  of  religion,  and  to  the  intent  thai  every  person 
may  know  ihe  rule  to  which  he  is  to  e9nformin  pablie  wmw 
ship^  it  is  enacted  by  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty,  ^o. 

f^  That  all  and  singular  minist«r8  shall  be  bound  to  say 
and  use  the  morning  prayer,  evening  prayer,  and  all  Aether 
common  prayers,  in  siich  order  and  form  as  is  mentiBned 
in  the  book;  and  that  every  parson,  vicar,  or  other  ooriBia* 
ter  whatsoever,  shall  before  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholoniewi 
which  shall  (>e  in  theyea^  of.  our  Jbord  166S,  openlj  and 
publicly,  before  the  congregation  asseBsbled  for  religious 
worship,  declair#  his^ unfeigned  assent  and  coasept  to  the  use 
of  all  things  contained  and  prescribed  in  the  said  book  ia 
these  words,  and  no  other.'* 

^'I  A.  B.  do  declare  my  uafeignedasseal  and  consent 
to  all  and  every  thing  contaiaed  and  prescribed  in  and  fa^ 
the^  book,  entitled,  'The  book  of  cononon  prayer  aad  ad* 
ministration  of  saerametits,  arid  other  i|ites  and  cevemoaies 
of  the  church,  according  to  the  use  of  the  church  of -Bng- 
land,  together  with  the  psalter  er  Psalme  of  David,  pointed 
as  they  are  to  be  sung  or  said  in  churches ;'  and  the  form 
and  manner  of  making,;  qrdaining,  and  cbosecraiin^  •  of 
bishops,  priests,  and  deacons/** 

*  TUa  form  orsabseripiioR  and  foleiBii  decUratiott  was  ifitarted  bj  tbe  lordi;  m(h 
whom  thia  act  of  anifonnkj  bagao. — Ed. 
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*^*fhe  '^^swAty  far.  .'liegleDtiig.  or  refilling  to  liiake  this 
deeldration,  is  deprivatioa  ipso  facto  of  all  his  sjpkitiml 
prdfoidtiom.  t  , 

.  y^'i'Arkdit  isfarfber  6iiAkted,(!lbal every: deai^  canft^^nd 
ptvbendllry;  ill  nmsteinsr^  Thfeadc^sfellowd,  chaplfidAS^  dadtod' 
lors;  lis  aay  coUege^liril^ bouse  !^f learnings,  ob  hbapitql ;  all 
poblic  prtrfessorfa^  rudders  itb :^her  uniVer^tyi  atod^inevi^ny 
eoiliege  and  ek^wh^Ds  ;..aB!d  all  paifsoDs^  vioarsi' )cat*ilte8) 
leohirftirs^ .  and  every;  scfaxH^siaatdr  keei^ing  any  puUi^  jot 
private  sMitel^'aDd  every  'persmi  instr meting  ^autli  ill  dny 
private  faniiy^  AinlMielbrte.tlie  feast  o£' St.  Bactbo^ldmeYr^ 
l€69y  MbambethefpUdwftBg'decli^  ? 

.  ^f  L  A;  'B^do  'dtelaj^»  that  it  Is  lioil«iilrftti,i|poii  toy  pre-^ 
tence  whatsifeverto  take^toms  against  the  kiog;  aiidihal 
I  doiabbor  tfaattraitorofdi  tKmtSon  of  tfetkiiigarms  by*his 
aitlfaartty^ligaiiist  his  pe'rsoli)  ^t  lagliio^t  those  that  are  'cobi3 
mis^ilc^  by  hifai ;  tind  that  I  >ill  confbiln  tb  thb  lltufgy 
ef  itfaexhmrcfa  of  Esglaod^  as  U  is  now  by  law  established^ 
And  I  do  hold,  that  there  lito.no  oMigatioQ  upon  fse^cdir  oh 
dny  other peFsbn^  irmk  tite  sAXh  commobly  isalled.thb  'So- 
lemn leilgu^  ahd  epmiilit')  to  eddefivoul*  a)iy  change  or 
altei^a^ibn  of  govertoent^  either  in  church  or  .Btat6>  iad 
Aailfae  sane  was  ill  1ls6lf  aaUiriawfiii  oath,  alnd  ilnpo^M 
upon  theis'ilbjbcts  of  this  reAltiti  ligai^Sit  Iheknbwn  lawsaaA 
libaiitiegs'Df^tbls  kiiigdtiiiii.: 

..^  This  deelii^tioQ  is  to  be  subseribed  by  the  petsonir 
above  meBtionedy  before  the  arcfhbishop^  bisbop>ior  ordinary 
bf  thl^  diocess,  oti  psiin  of  det)tivatidhi  for  thone  Whd  i^^ris 
posjiessed  of  livings;  and  for  scibooiaiasters  or  tutors,  t^ree  ' 
tnonths' imprisoiiiiieht  fdlr  the  fir§i  offbncib :  and  fbr  every 
other  offence^  three  months'  imprisonment,  and  the  forfei«» 
tare  of  five  pounds  to  hk  majesty.  Pfoyided,  that  after  the 
S5th  of  Mdreh  1683^  the  renooneing  oif  the  solemn  league 
&nd  covenant  shall  b6  oibitted.  .      ^ 

**  It  is  farther  enacted^  that  no  person  s^U  be  capable  of 
any  benefice,  or  pre^nmeiib  i6dil^cr^te  and  hdmiiii^ter  th^ 
holy  sftcrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  before  de  be  ordained 
^  priest  biy  episcopial  ordihatioii,  6A  psiih  of  forfeitih^  foi^ 
eVerj^  offi^nce  bne  hundred  pounds.* 

^'  Ko  form,  or  ordei*  of  cdmmoif  prayei^,  shall  he  used  JQ 
ttit  itihitreb,  «hdpel,  or  other  place  of  public  worship^  or  in 

*  This  olauae  wm  also  inserted  by  Ihe  lordt . — ^Bp. 
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either  of  the  univenities,  th&B  k  here  prescribed  and  ap- 
pointed. 

*^  None  shall  be  received  as  lecturers,  or  be  permitted  to 
preachy  or  read  any  sermon  or  lecture  in  any  church  or 
chapel,  unless  he  be  approved  and  licensed  by  the.  arch- 
bishop or  bishop,  and  shall  read  the  thirty-nine  articles  of 
religion,  with  a  declaration  of  his  unfeigned  assent  and  conp 
sent  to  the  same :  and  unless  the  first  time  he  preaches,  any 
lecture  or  sermon,  he  shall  openly  read  the  Common  Prayer, 
and  declare  his  assent  to  it ;  and  shall  on  the  first  lecture- 
day  of  every  month  afterward,  before. lecture  or. sermon, 
read  the  Common  Prayer  and  service,  under  pain  of  being 
disabled  to  preach;  and  if  he  preach  while aoJisabled,  to 
suffer  three  months'  imprisonment  for  every  offence.    - 

'^  The  several  laws  and  statutes  formerly,  made  for. uni- 
formity of  prayer,  &c.  shall  be  in  force  for  confirming.. the 
present  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  shall  be  applied  for 
punishing  all  offences  contrary  to  the  said  laws,  with  rela-> 
tion  to  the  said  book,  and  no  other. 

*^  A  true  printed  copy  of  the  said  book  is  to  be  provided 
in  every  parish-church,  chapel,  college,  and  hall,  at  the  cost 
and  charge  of  the  parishioners  or  society,  before  the  feast 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  three  pounds  a 
month  for  so  long  as  they  shall  be  unprovided  of  it.".*. 

It  was  certainly  unreasonable  in  the, legislature  to  limit 
the  time  of  subscription  to  so  short  a.period,t  it  being  next 

*  "  The  tot  of  dDiformitj  and  the  oorporatteiMiot  (Mr.  Googh  obnerTet)  did  not  in 
themselves  tnaterialljr  affect  the  Qoakers,  who  aspired  to  no  places  ofbonenr  or  profile 
and  who  testified  against  preaching  for  hire,  and  sought  for  no  mere  than  a  tolenCtibii 
aftd  protection  in  their  religions  ai^  civil  rights,  to  lead.a  qaiet  and  .peaeeaiile  life  in 
all  godliness  and  honesty '"  yet  the  corporation*act  in  its  conseqnences  did  affect 
theni,  by  filling  the  city  and  country  with  persecoting  magistrates.  History  of  the 
Quakers,  rol.  1.  p.  469.— Ed. 

t  Dr.  Grey  argues  that  this  objection  is  taken  off  by  a  tlanse,  exemptiog  from  the 
penalties  of  the  act  those  who  were  prevented  subscribing  within  the  limited  time  by 
some  lawful  impediment  allowed  and  approved  by  the  ordinary  of  the  place,  and 
complying  with  its  requisition  within  a  month  after  snob  impediment  was  removed ; 
and  the  doctor  adds,  that,  in  pursuance  of  this  clause,  Dr.  Laney,  the  bishop 'of  Pe- 
terboroogU,  dispensed  with  the  dean  and  chapter  ,of  that  chovcb.  He  farther  alleges  a 
public  advertisement  given  inLondon,  6th  of  August  1662,  declarinp^  that  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  was  then  perfectly  and  eicactly  printed,  and  books  in  folio  were  pro- 
Tided  for  all  churches  and  chapels  in  the  kingdom  ;  which  left  a  space  of  eighteen  days 
for  conveying  them  through  the  country.  But  the  doctor  di()  not  calculate,  how  many 
of  these  days  would  be  run  out  before  this  notice  had  circulated  through  the  nation, 
and  had  reached  the  remoter  parts  and  coontry.parishes  lying  at  a  distance  from  the 
great  post-roads.  Bishop  Burnet  says,  "  the  vast  number  of  copies,  being  many 
thousands,  that  were  to  be  wrought  dfffor  all  the  parish  •churches  of  England,  made 
the  impression  go  on  so  slowly,  that  there  were  few  books  set  oi^t  to  sale  when  the 
j^y  came."  Burnet,  vol.  1.  p.  269.  Examination,  vol.  1.  p.  420—423  5  and  vol.  3. 
p.  322,  323.— En. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TH£  FURITAN6.  029 

to  impossible  that  the  cler^  in  all  parts  of  the  fcingdom 
should  read  and  examine  the  alterations  within  that  tini^» 
The  dean  and  prebendaries  of  Peterborough  declared,  thkt 
they  could  not  obtain  copies  before  August  17,  the  Sunday 
imniediately  preceding  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholomew;  so 
that  all  the  members  of  that  cathedral  did  not  and  tould  not 
read  the  ^rvice  in  manner  and  form  as  the  act  directs,  and 
therefore  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourde  to  the  favour 
of  their  ordinary  to  dispense  with  their  defeult;  however, 
their  preferments  were  then  legally  forfeited,  as  appears  by 
the  act  of  the  15th  of  Charles  II.  cap.  6,  entitled,  '^  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  such  as  by  sickness,  or  other  impediments, 
were  disabled  from  subscribing  the  declaration  of  the  act  of 
unifbrmtty ;"  which  says,  that  those  who  did  not  subscribe 
within  the  time  limited  were  utterly  disabled,  and  ipsojado 
deprived,  and  their  benefices  void,  as  if  they  were  naturally 
dead.  -And  if  this  was  the  case  at  Peterborough,  what  must 
be  the  condition  of  the  clergyin  the  more  northern  counties? 
in  factf  there  was  not  one  divine  in  ten^  that  lived  at  any 
consideraUe  diststnce  fromLondon,  who  did  peruse  it  within 
that  time ;  but  the  matter  was  driven  on  with  so  much  pre- 
cipitancy, says  bishop  Burnet,*  that  it  se^ms  implied,  that 
the  clergy  should  subscribe  implicitly  to  a  bool^L  they  had 
never  seen ;  and  this  was  done  by  too  many,  as  by  the  bishops 
themselves  confessed. 
.  The  terms  of  conformity  now  were, 

(1.)  Reordination,  if  they  had  riot  been  episcopally  or- 
dained before. 

.  <2.)  ;A  declaration  of  their  unfeigned  assent  and  consent 
to  all  arid  every  thing  prescribed  and  contained  in  '^  The 
book  of  common  prayer^  iind  administration  of  sacraments, 
and  other  rites  and  cereriionies  of  the  church  of  England; 
together  with  the  jpsalter;"  and  the  form  and  manner  of 
making,,  ordaining,  and  consecrating,  of  bishops,  priests, 
anddeacoris.        : 

(S.)  To  take  the  oath  of  canonical  obedience. 

(4.)  To  abjure  the  solemn  league  and  covenant,  which 
many  conscientious  ministers  could  not  disentangle  them- 
selves from. 

(5.)  To  abjure  the  lawfulness  of  taking  arms  against 

•  Page  269. 
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It  apfiates  fvdmteabe^  tlkat4liete«nstDfiCDiifbriMt]r  wem 
kighef  tlMfai  hefdreibecml  wivs;  imdtbeOoteiiitariPyayBt^ 
iMok  wer^'^tftoeptiMable;  fite*/ itatsttad ef  strikia^ tettke 
AfKMyfkiil  letaoils,  nkof%  irme  inAttked^mt  the  sloty  bf 4M1 
Mdi  tke^Dnigon ;  ifclid  some  lieir  hoUdsvfB  were  added^  ^b  6ti 
Bwn^bad,  ftttd^tkeimivenidn  t>f  Si^Paul$  afew  akMMterfi 
and  new  collets  Were  mahlie  by  tke  biisfaci{i«  thete8eh«H>l»Bt 
care  was  tafceDysa:7^ BttrdM^* %kat' Hoiking^ sbotdd beaiiM^ 
ad$  as  was  Ridlred  kytke  Pra»byt^1riiiii8»-^Tke  tidily  df 
PMab)^teriari  ardMaiion  was  renodnoedf  by  Iriiiidi  ibs'iiliiiMf 
tratk»ii«tif.ikaiblmgfii  ttfaaitohes  il^ere  disowB^d.<^««lbeM«re» 
aad  fohaohaaaicfrO'i#ara>piit  i]|Mta  the  saiM  foot  "witkdaAiin^ 
beiitstt»itooiitb9'dildMbeeripttom«*^Adew  daelbcatio&^nia 
idtent^f  ^wkick'aN>M>wba  uodeiMaed  Ike  ebnatitolioa'df 
Bagiaiid  TOidd  safely  Mbseribe-^Mid  «o  tevHfy  «ktf  ctergy 
into  a <cetoi{riUattee»  ao  eetiM ^proTtdiofi  "v^Sfmade  ibr  tkme 
wbo«h6ald  fafi9  depttted  of -thi^r  livkige^'but'aH  wfet*e  rdfer^ 
ted  to  the  ityyal  albmtfncy/l'^^A  tovel^ity^  eajb  bbhop  B«r» 
iiet>  tteiiher  praetiaed  by  ^ueea  fitiaabetk  ia  enaatiagthid 
litargtr>  tior  by  Cironiwell  ia  •qettiog  tkie  Jtoyaiisis)  kk 
bath  wbidi  «  fiM  of  «be  beoefitie  was  iMerVed  for  thei^ 
ittbsist^aoa. 

Mt.  Rapin  has  several  remarks  oa  tkia  tet:  if  nl^  ooail^ 
pare  it  with  the  king'ji  dcriaratioafroill  Brdday  vayi  ke,{  it 
w^l^lUBily.fafe  «€iaii  girbat.  cbre  tke  mbiisters  about  Ae  kfhg, 
who  were  the  real  authors  or  promoters  of  this.aikty.bad  fob 
kis  honour  •and  pro^te ;  tkoajgh  66ne.  thareferA  iday  look 
apOb  tbid  Ib^  at  tk»igte9A,  s^ipport  and  baliVarhi[>f  the  efaUrcbi 
pAers^  BO  l^to  atlaabad  to  its  interests^  will  perha^m  look 
Upon  it  as  ketf  diagrae^  ind  aoandal.^^His  actond  tbaibrk 
^  for  tke  rtoder  to  tak^  notkd  of  tke  amduilt  «f  tk^  pro^ 
mise^  made  to  tb6  Presbyterians  by  the  king's  party ^  u^on 
the  assurance  of  which  they  had  so  cheerfully  labamred  -for 

.*  Paj^e  267.  ' 

'  t  ¥bn  WHS  <lttte  hj>  ft  pMViM),  dmWft  itp  hf  ihi  Ibrdi,  "  ihki  ftilcti  i>ef8dns  ik  hkre 
\mn  plit  mti  of  iiteyrliwmgB,  by  yhUe  of  the  Mftof  aniforwt/^iliiij.  htf «  Stf«fa.idl0ir' 
ftDces  oat  of  their  livings  for  their  sohsisleDoe  as  bis  majesty  shall  think  fit.*'  Crrej's 
Examination,  yol.  1.  p.  4^3.  A  feeble,  inefficient  proviso,  permittirt^  tke'iifrg  icfW 
UfiA;  h»t  leftviBfi  k  te  kit'ofticA  to  bo  vi^M  «vd  'oni«l  ^  taoUilisbK  ^^^e*^  t^^ 
ioaa  reKeving  it. — Ed. 
t  Vol.  S.  p.  629,  folio* 
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m  mteMiimi,  and  foUmred  O*  dnnctibnt  IMMnriUad  by 
hJA  fti^nds^UnHis  thirdrMiBrk  k^^in^^^^n  4rttfii^tlte' 
nott  groBd  eonspiracMB  we»e  inrnntod^^wkitli  hadtKy^mmMf 
of  reality ;  6t  suppbstiii;  thvy  had,  eoiild  no  inju  ba  dnigad 
on  the  Presbytariaiid,  who  ware  not  toaatwer  for  the  orii|Ma 
of  other  seidtB. 

On  the  other  hand,  rbishop  Kennetsays^*  ^^  l%e  world  haa 
foason.  to  admire,  not  only  die  wiadom  of  this  Bct,  but  leiMl 
the  moderation  of  it,  as. being  effeetnaily  made  for  iiiiai»' 
terial  conformity  alone,  and  leaving  the  people^  anabl^ito 
cofnplain  of  any  .imposition.  And' it  would  oartUnlyihave 
bad  the  desired  aod.meatjhappy.effirot,  of  .unity  and  paaoe^ 
(saysbis  lordship) if«the.gOf emment  had  been  in  eameat ia 
tboesaciitionoftt.''  JMiist  the  falcBaings  of  unity  and  peooe 
thfD.be  built  on  .the  fodi|datiOn  of  peiaecniion,  plunder^ 
porfidy,  and  .the  wastes. of  oonsciencei  If  his  majesty's  Ae^  < 
deration  eoneeraing  eiselejriaatioal  aiain;  ^bfeatbed  the  spisit 
of  true  wisdom  and  charity,  and  ought  to  stand  ifora-psttterfk ' 
to  posterity,  wheri^ver  tiiey  eve  di^sed  to  heaUhe^breadies 
of  the  obUccdi,  as  the  bishop  has^crlsewbere  dedlaved/f-Miene 
Wi^M  be  4hs  Mrisdom  andiaodenrtion  oftUs  aot,  which  turned 
oMt  tw0  thousand  miaisteffs  into  the  ti^erld  to^begihcar  bread 
upon  Quch  sevef^  lenal  ?  And  wliisreas  the  bishop  sayt,  the 
people  bad  no  reason  to  complain  of  Hvposition,- was  it  n^ 
hard8hip:to  he  ohUged  to  go  to  church,  and  join  in  a  focm  ef 
worsl&ip  :tbat  weat  ngaiaat  th^  coaacieiices  ?  Does  not  tfa 
jict  revive  and  confirm  all  the  penal  lam  ^  quaes  Elixn*- 
hpik  and  king  James,  ia  these  wordt,  '^  Be  it  flfftlMv  ea^ 
octod)  that  the  several  good  laws  and  statutes  of  this  iwalas^ 
wbieh  bava  been  fermerlj  raad^  and  are  nMr  in  force  ftr 
the  onilhraiity  of  prayess  and  adioiifiistratien  of  the 
monts  wUbia^  tVn  realm  of  England,  and  places 
shall.  stMd  to  fall  force  and  strength  to  all  inteniannd  pur* 
po«es  wbat9O0yer,  and  sbaU  be  applied,  pmetiaad^  and  be 
]^i  m  «9e^^  for  the  piuiidiiBef  aH  dffmces  contmry  io  thh 
said  law/'  Surely  this  fnust  affi^cl  the  laityl  It  ia'more  te 
b^.f^poirf  di  in  my  opinion^  that  the  olergy  df\{kiglaifd,>i|nd 
2^)1  o4fear9  beth  cittt  ind  militai^,  could  tabsovf  he  a  dMnht 
tiop  which  gave  up  the  whole  oonetitution  into  the  hands  df 
fiO  arbitrarjr  prinot ;  for  if  the  kn^  had  abolished  the  oae 

.   *  Tht  frfsrvni^f  We,,1  ^spriliiecl,  %t  th»  IMoQ.*!  QMi|4et«  Hiilbry.    TlMr« St « 
ptiMage  corrospondeDl  to  tbe  first  in  the  Chronicle,  p»  7l3,-*>fit>. 
^  KmmC'*  Chroo.  p.  246. 
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of  parliaiBMts,  and.  commanded  his  subjects  to  embrace  tbe 
Popish  religion,,  which  way  could  they  haye;  relieved  thenn 
selves,  when  they  had  sworn,  that  it  was  not  lawfalto  take 
.up  arms  against  the  king,  or  any  commissioned  by  him,  on 
any  .pretence  whatsoever,  .on  pain  of  high»treason  ?  it  is 
hard  to  reconcile  this  doctrine  with  the  revolution  .of  king 
William  and  queen  Mary.  I  shall  only  add,  that  many  of 
the  most  learned  and  judicious  divines  of  the  church  have 
wished,  for  their  own  sakes,  that  the  act  might  be  amended 
and  altered. 

Mr.  CoUyer,  a  nonjuring  clergyman  who  suffered  for  his 
principles,  speaks  more  like  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian 
than  the  bishop:  ^^  The  misfortune  of  the  Presbyterians 
(says  he)  cannot  be  remembered  without  regret ;  those  who 
quit  their  interest  are  jcertainly  in  earnest,  and  deserve  a 
charitable  construction.  Mistakes  in  religion  are  to  be  ten<» 
derly  used,  and  conscience  ought  to  be  pitied  when  it  cannot 
be  relieved." 

It  is  fit  the  authors  and  promoters  of  this  memorable  act, 
which  broke  the  peace  of  the  church,  and  established  a  se- 
paration, should  stand  upon  record.  Among  these  the  earl 
of  Clarendon  deserves  the  first  plac6,  who  was  once  for-mo- 
derate  measures,  but  afterward  altered  his  conduct,  says 
bishop  Burnet,*  out  of  respect  to  the  bishops.  '^  The  rhe- 
toric and  interest  of  this  great  minister  (says  Collyerf ) 
might  possibly  mdke  an  impression  upon  both  houses,  and 
occasion  the  passing  the  act  of  uniformity  in  the  condition 
it  now  stands."  *  He  entertained  the  Presbyterians  with 
hopes,  while  he  was  cutting  away  the  ground  from  under 
their,  feet.  Strange !  that  one.  and  the  same  hand  could^ 
consistently  with  conscience  and  honour,  draw,  up  the  king's 
declaration  from  Breda,  andhislatededaration  concerning 
ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  this  severe  act  of  uniformity. 

Next  to.  chancellor.  Hyde  was  Dr.  Sheldon,  bishop  of 
liondon,  and  afterward  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  of  whom 
notice  has  been  already  taken;  he- was  a  facetious  man^ 
say^  Burnet,:):  but  of  no  great  religion.  When  the  earl  of 
Manchester  told  the  king,  he  was  afraid  the  terms  of  con- 
formity  were  so. hard  that  many  ministers  would  not  com*- 
ply ;  the  bishop  replied,  he  was  afraid  they  would,  but 'now 
we  know  their  minds,  says  lie,  we  will  make  them  all 

•  Paje  270.  t  Pag^  88.  t  Pl«»  i^a?;. . 
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knaves  if  they  cdilform.  And  when  Dr.  Allen 'said,  ^*  It  is 
pity  the  door  i^  so  strait ;"  hei  ailswered, ''  It  is  no  pity  at  all ; 
if  we  had  thought  so  many  of  them  would  have  conformed, 
we  would  have  made  It  straiter."*  And  Mr.  Baxter  adds, 
that  as  &r  as  he  could  perceive,  it  was  by  some  designed  it 
should  be  so. 

Next  to  bishop  Sheldon  was  bishop  Morley,  a  pious  man, 
says  Burnet,  but  extremely  passionate  and  very  obstinate. 
Morley  was  thought  the  honester  man,  but  Sheldon  the 
libler  statesman.  To  these  may  be  added,  Dr.  Gunning 
bishop  of  Ely  ;  Henchman  of  London  ;  Dolbert  of  Roches* 
ter ;  Stern  of  York  ;  Dr.  Pierce,  Sparrow,  and  Barwick^ 
all  creatures  of  the  court,  and  tools  of  the  prerogative. 

But  neither  the  courtiers  nor  bishops  could  have  accom- 
plished their  designs  without  tampering  with  the  parlia-' 
ment.  Care  was  therefore  taken  of  the  best  speakers,  and 
men  of  influence  among  the  commons.  The  parliament  was 
undoubtedly  acted  by  a  spirit  of  revenge,  says  Rapin,t  and 
being  of  principles  directly  opposite  to  the  Presbyterians, 
who  were  for  reducing  the  royal  power  within  certain  limits, 
they  resolved  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  for  ever  to  restrain 
the  prerogative,  or  alter  the  government  of  the  church; 
and  the  king,  being  in  continual  want  of  money,  was  con- 
tent to  -sacrifice  the  Presbyterians  for  a  large  supply  of  the 
nation's  money,  especially  whisn  he  knew  he  was  servings 
the  cause  of  Popery  at  the  same  time,  by  making  way  for  a 
general  toleration. 

The  Predbyterian  ministers  had  only  three  months  to 
consider  wh^t  to  do  with  themselves,* and  their  families. 
There  were  several  consultations  both  in  city  and  coiintry 
to  know  each  other's  sentiments ;  and  it  happened  here,  as 
it  did  afterward  about  taking  the  oaths  to  king  William 
and  queen  Mary ;  some,  Who  persuaded  theit  brethren  to 
dissenti  complied  themselves  and  got  the  others*  livings, 

*  It  reflects  some  bonoar  on  the  name  of  bishop  Sanndersoii  that  be  spoke  of  this 
act  in  a  milder  strain.  To  a  worthy  clergyman,  who  was  with  him  the  evening  after 
the  king  passed  it,  he  8aid,<<  that  more  was  imposed  on  ministers  than  he  wished' 
had  been."  On  passiiig  the  act  he  sent  for  Mr.  Matthew  Sylvester,  whose  living  was 
in  bis  diocess,  and  treating  him  with  great  civility,  earnestly  pressed  him  not  to  qnit 
bis  living,  and  paiieiitly  beard  him  state  his  difficolties  :  aiid  when  he  foand,  that  he ' 
coald  not  obviate  them  to  his  satisfaotion,  he  lamented  it.  and  at  last  signified  a  oon- 
cern,  that  some  things  were  carried  so  high  in  the  ecclesiastical  settlement:  which, 
he  said,  .sfabald  ntit  have^bflAnaf  :he  could  have  prevented  it.  Galamy's  History  of  ' 
bis  own  Life,  vol.  t.  p.  111.  MS. ;  and  Chnrch  and  Dissenters  Compared,  p.  81 — Ed. 

t  Page  65f ,  &o. 
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I^  14  not  ti>  b^  loppofl^d  a^  }mA  all  the  mum  seraplee«- 
Bidi<if>  Ksniiet  says^*  tbajt  refiooncing  tba  covenant 
tka^gfeatest  obslavle  of  conforinity  to  tW  Pre8byl6V'iaiiB4 
But  b^  loFClBbip>i9  mistaken ;  for  if  abjiiriDg  tbe  ccHFeaant 
hadbeeiiiOiDiUed^  tbey  could  noit  haye  takes  the  corporatioo-^ 
oath.    Some  could  not  in  conscience  comply  with  the  very 
focm  oJT  tJie*  bierarehy.    Great  nninberft&crtfplfdthe.bnsi- 
new  qf  r/9or4ipaAi<Mi»  whicb  implied  a  renquqcini^the  vaLh 
di|y  of  theivfovQier  mini^lvations.    But  that  which  the  dift^ 
TOg^CiTB  of  alj^deaaominationa  refused,  was  giving  their  assent 
andeanse^t.te  all  and  every  thing  cMlaiaed  iirthe  Bode 
€ft  C^mBfo^  Prayer^    Tbi»  th«y  apprahMded  to-  be^moie 
than  wea due^teany  bivaMtcomppsiire. 
„  Itlr^Gobnrd  represents  isbem  aaimidev  gtfta^diffieidties; 
^f  Same  (f^^  be)  wefe  positive  against  any  enmpleinee,  but 
griii|t  nupdiefs  we«e  deubtfnl  and  uneertainj  and  had  great 
8t|if«gg)4»&bcftween  ttaeatt^actionsof  eonseienee  and  hoaour^ 
ifilMprest  and  biitnpuf)»    The  acl  was^  strtetly  peanedy  end 
pres^d*  haidf  upei'  late  ptinoiplea  and  pvaetieeg*.    A.  eoaiti«< 
ifufil  iat^reowse  tif  lettete  piussed  betw^&n  thesein  thecMy^r 
cind'  tbof  rest  in^  the  conntri^^  how  to  proceed  iathia  nioe^ 
a^Mck.    So0)ietinie»  the  chief  of  them  were  for  eompUaaee^t 
afik  I  hw^  been'aa3iurQd(aays  he)  by  tbc^  best  hamfa»and*t)i^» 
uptimiarthep  considoraition  thi&y  ehlmged  their  minda.  They 
weM  mder  eQn$ide«d>ie  teeopjkatioes  on-botb  sid^i ;  onone 
sid^  their  UviHgaandpref^inenls  w^e  no  small  iMnoeamit 
towards  their  compliance ;  on  the  other  side,  besideB  their 
consefanees,  thejiiwere  nlueh  eneeioi^ed  by  (be  gwatness 
of  <)i|Hi?  numbers^  and  were  milde  to  believe,  that  .if  they 
unnnimou^lSh  stood  out^^  the  ^hupeh  must  come  to^  them/ 
sUftce  the  peop^  woidd  never  bear  so  shocking  :a  ehange. — 
Be^idei^, they  hadgiteat  expectntiens  fro^i'sevefal^friends' 
^t  cQuH,  and  fiarticnllbriy  the  Popiskparty^  whl»:gaye  th^n 
great  encouragemetit,  not  ^y  by  a  pr<«i4e,qf  pensions  to 
some,  but  also  by  a  toleration,  and  a  suspension  of  the  act 
itself,  which  not  long  after  was  partly  made  g666.    *No 
doubt  but  the  noacompliaBce  of  several  proceeded  purely 
ftom  d  tender  conscience,  and  in  that  case  6u^t  not  only 
tp  be  pitied)  but  rather  iapplauded  than  CQndeiaaed4'*    Bi* 
shop  Btirnet  adds,  that  therle^«>[rs  ot  the  Pi^sbyferian 
party  took  great.  paias^o^baM  them  all  stiek  togethsiv:  they 
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MlMiHUl^ifrflPfli^  ^llnOwm^iitoiiA  WtcJihdllMMMraliktl^  to 

^^(tpf«labip^tbiA.mBj)r  wf^^ttiia  tiMAocNvAtfi^kef^itbBir 

^  It  liar  p999ihli))8<miQ  npiilmMtt^  9nA  othtw  who. imminibfi 
ii»torQ«%«r£libeiJ?fftsb|tt«ri«ii9y  mighl  mim^  themctoadfacra 
tftfMb^tbef  J  jb»foit:iAkha^iU9&credifafas.tliaft 

J»flfj]^j«e8flu.&Rd  begpif  .'tJbfiiri  fiioittitti^  foiTitii^aabef  of  good 
Minipongri.  .  _     .      . 

8i)iPO^ilMtNp]iooQ<bmi6tlbq«i«ttQd  thmr.otatiam^wthi 
obfiri^hoihie  tbfti^Mi.oC  A««oftt,.aftMrwBa3Qlor  wAothon^ 
t«Mi)i«iL  iolQiit  io.  lei  all.  tile  mtdiatars  ia  Eoj^bMiinMiir 
4ltf Ut  resoUHoo  bt^foseliMd^f  OUianB  ahoMt  I^onipa  fmradie 
MlbboirfiureiwU  sMroioiis^thoi&iiiidfty  btfimBartbobmiowy' 
^A  9oveml»oC  vfbkk  wow  .afie^irard  ooUofttOfUntof  « 
Yidtin?^.  and  ptintod  w^ki^bmn  eifigm  ki  .4iboJiiU«rQqBa(| 
a»  -  ^  <  roTMeoul .  Dr.  Mankm^  Bata9^ .  Jamm^ii  Cabwi^ 
Moitiu  JVEmAp  and  otb^osn,  Tho:  hkm  m%s  tt^oo  Jwt>««!^Md 
fooitfMA  off :E}ngUtti;;  asd  .siioli.a..pamonat«<  iioaLlbr.tfao 
joictfMro'ofrtboifc.poQpW.  mn  ^yuroagbithoir.sfirqiiflfiaias  <dio* 
<i»lviod  their  jandJ«n0M'i^  . 

At  length  the  fatal  St.  Bartholomew  caBM^.whon^ahooi 
Mo  Ibqusaod  f olin^piJMMicUilheio  poeCinMBtauuk  tiheiflhwch, 
or;i«tfii8od4o  aoeept  of  aoy^  opoor  tiifete9iii%off  tboootiof  AAiy 
fowK^itji:  ao:em(npl#JbanU]i.t<»beRparaU«lod>ia  tbe  f£!hii» 
4ifii»/w«rU(.  bivoflUQd  a.giMi^oiiii.^f  omhthituMtiQiH.iw 
hwQ  w«»>e^iM«|r  i»M;i9Mh  ¥ajliiiHl4>8t4f«!^.bkhop  ttnmot^ifr 
wAi  cUfttiHg^ieked.  by  itbittte  aJ»iljtfe».«<«L:aeal,  nowk  cast  out 
ig««iilW0ttd)i^  rtdoc^d  tftgioe^tipovcari^yy.prawikod  bjrt^uoli 
spiteful  usage,  and  cast  upon  those  popular  practices^  which 
botkihetr  priacipleil  and'  tbekr^cinMiiMtaDceseeonied  to  jus- 
tify, of  forpuog  sctparate  coqgjreg^tions,.  md  of  diyertiog 
moiifrcm  tho- public'  woroiiip./  This  beget  esteem^  and 
liaised  coiQpaseioa,>.a3  hai^jag  a  fair  appearance  of  suffering 
pefoeootioR'fepoomoieiieo.'  MK  Loehecalltthem^ worthy^ 
leari|eid>  pio4i3y  orthodox  dl^i^e^*  who  did. not  throw  tbem- 
6e)tM  out  of  sei'vieeti  .but*  were  forcibly  egeetad*  Nor  were 
th«y.  cnJit  out  becaUAO.  th^re  was.  a  supply  ofoiloisters  to 
earrj^tk  the  work  of  reKgion,  for  there  was^  room  for  the 
empipy^fti^lijt  of  oAoir^.lM^ads^  if  they  were  toi  be  founds 

•  Baxter's  JM;  part  f,  p.  384,  t  Paga  fTO.  280. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


336  HISTORY  OF 

At  the  refermationfrani  PopeFjr  by  qt^en  Blizabetb^ 
there  were  not  aboye  two  hundred  deprived  of  their  livings ; 
besides,  they  were  treated  with  great  mildness,  and  had  some 
allowances  out  of  their  livings ;  whereas  these  were  trelited 
with  the  utmost  severity,  and  east  entirely  upon  Providence 
ibr  a  supply.  They  were  driven  from  their  houses,  from 
the  society  of  their  friends  ;  and,  what  was  yet  more  affbet* 
ing,  from  all  their  usefulness,  though  they  had  merited  ;mn^ 
from  the  king,  and  laboured  indefatigably  for  his  restom^ 
tion.  The  former  were  men  of  another  fiiith,  and  owned 
m  foreign  head -of  the  church ;  whereas  these  were  of  the 
same  faith  with  the  established  church,  and  differed  only 
about  rites  and  ceremonies.  It  had  been  said,  that  greater 
numbers  were  ejected  in  the  late  times  upon  the  foot  of  the 
covenant;*  but  ^if  this  were  true,  it  was  in  a  time  of  war, 
when  the  civil  and  religious  differences  between  the  king 
and  parliament  were  so  intermixed,  that  it  vras^impossible 
to  separate  one  from  the  other;  the- whole  nation  was  in 
confusion,  and  those  who  suffered  by  the  covenant^  suffered 
more  for  their  loyalty  than  their  religion  ;  for  when  the  war 
was  ended,  the  covenant  was  relaxed,  and  such  as  woold 
live  peaceably  returned  to  their  vacant  cures,  or  were  ad- 
mitted to  others. 

Besides,  the  ingratitude  of  the  high-churehmen  upon  this 
occasion  ought  to  be  taken  notice  of.  <<  Who  can  answer 
for  the  violence  and  injustice  of  actions  in  a  civil  war.?  (says 
m  divine  of  the  church  of  England.)  Those  sufferings  were 
in  a  time  of  general  calamity,  but  these  were  ejected  not 
only  in  a  time  of  peace,  but  a.  time  of  joy  to  all  the  land, 
and  after  an  act  of  oblivion,  when  all  pretended  to  be  re^ 

*  Dr. Grey  userti  this:  and  there  wtt.a  laboared  attempt  bj  Dr.  Walker  to 

prove,  that  the  clergy,  ejected  or  saffering  in  the  oivil  wars,  exceeded  io  nombers 
those  whom  the  aot  of  uniformitj  ejected  or  silenced ;  and  that  the  safferings  of,the 
fomer  sarpassed-  in  nature  and  aeferit j  thoae  of  the  latter,  'lira  pabljoatioD,  wl^di 
endeavonred  to  establish  these  points,  was  a  folio,  in  small  print,  entitled,  "  An 
attempt  towards  recovering  an  account  of  the  numbers  and  sufferings  of  the  clergy 
of  the  charoh  of  England,  heads  of  colleges,  fellows,  sebolan,  £cc..wbo  were  seques- 
tered, harassed,  &c.  in  the  late  times  of  the  grand  rebellion :  occasioned  by  the 
ninlh  chapter  (now  the  second  volame)  of  Dr.  Calamy's  Abridgment  of  the  Life  of 
]|r.  Baxter ;  .together  with  an  examination  of  that  chapter."  The  pnblip  ,waa  at  first 
amused  with  so  large  a  work,  but  by  degrees  began  to  speak  freely  of  it  in  conrersa- 
tion,  where  it  had  the  fate  of  other  performances.  It  received  from  the  pres^two  able 
replies:  one  by  Mr.  John  Withers., a  jodicions  and  worthy  dissenting  nunister in 
Bxeter  ;  the  other  by  Pr.  Calamy,  in  a  traot  entitled,  **  TJie  Church  and  Dissenters 
Compared  as  to  Persecution/  On  this  subject  we  would  refer  the  readec  badi  to 
Mr.  Neal,  vol.  3.  p.  lis.— Ed. 
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eonciied  arid  iiiade  friends,  ahd  to  whose  common  rejoicing? 
tlie^e  suffering  roinisterB'  had  contributed  their  earnest 
jJrayers  and  great  endeavours/**  Another  divine  of  the 
same  church  writes,  'M  must  own,  that  in  my  judgment, 
Kowerbr  both  sides  Wve  been  iexcessivelytobtame^  yet  that 
the  severities  n^ed  by  the  church  to  the  dissenters  are  less 
excusable  than  those' used  by  the  dissenter^  to  the  church.- 
My  reason  is,  th^t  the  former  were  used  in  times,  of  peat:ie' 
i^nd  a  settled  government,  wheteas  Ihe  latter  were*  inflicted* 
in  a  time  df  tumult  and  confusion ;  so  that  the  plund^ings 
^nd  ravagings  endured  by  thechurch^minist^rSysWefeowibgf 
(many  of  them  at  least)  to  the  rudeness  df  the  soldiers,  and* 
the  chances  of  war ;  they  were  plundered,  not  because  they 
Were  conformists,  but  cavaliers,  and  of  the  king^s  party. 
The  allowing  of  the  sequedtered  ibinisters  a  fifth  port  of 
iheir  livings  was  a  Christian  act,t  and  what,  I  confess,  F 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  iniitated  at  the  Restora- 
tion;' But  no  lAercy  wad  to  be  shewn  to  these  unhappy  sihf-^ 
ferers,  though  it  was  impossible  on  a  sudden  to  fill  up  the 
gap  that  was  made  by  their  removal." 

Bishop  Burnet  says,  the  old>Clergy,  now  much  enriched,* 
Were  despised,  but  the  young  clergy  who  came  from  the" 
ilniversity  did  good  service.  Bui  though  all  the  striplings 
i^  both  universities  were  employed,  a  great  many  poor 
Kvingii  in  the  country  had  no  incumbents  foi*  a  considerable' 
time.  .The  author  of  The  Five  Orbans  of  the  Church,  a' 
very  strict  conformist,  complains  with  great  warmth  of 
above  three  thotlsaind  miilisters  admitted  into  the  church, 
who  were  unfit  to  teach  because  of  their  youth  ;  of  fifteen^ 
hundred  debauched  men  ordained ;  of  the  ordination  of 
many  illiterate  men;  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  forty- 
two  factious  ministers,  a  little  before  ordained ;  and  that  of 

*  Coof.  Plea  for  NoBcoDformity,  p.  1?,  13.  ^ 

t  13r.  Grey  quotes  here,  from  Dr.  Poller,  (Ghurbh  Hift.  book'll.  p.  S30.)  along 
4etail  of  Uie  etaiiioDs  ob  whipfa  mavy  of  Uie  aoqaestered  eiferg^jr  were  refoaed  tli«ir* 
fifths.     Dr.  Vi^alker  has  also  complained,  that  scaroelj  one  in  ten  ever  had  them . 
witboat  trouble,  and  to  the  foil  valae.    <'This  is  a  case  in  which' (as  br.  Calamj 
obsenres)  it  is  no  easjr  tbiBg  to  make  caleolatioii."  Sapposing  it  to  baye  been  paid  • 
ever  so  iDdifferenlljr,it  was  certainly  a  better  provision  than  was  made  bj  the  act  of 
unifonnifj  for  those  who  were  ejected  and  silenced.'     It  afforded  the  sufferers,  to  a' 
dogree,  a  legal  remedy  fur  their  cslamities :  and  woold  doabt^jess,  in  many  instances,  : 
be  efficient.     Dr.  Fuller  speaks  of  it  as  an  instance  of  *'  the  pitiful  and  pious  iateB- 
lions  of  parliament ;  which,  no  doubt,  desired  to  be  like  the  best  of  'beings,  who  as  * 
closely,  applietb  hit  leiritive  as  corrosive  plasters,  and  that  his  mercy  may  tfike  as . 
true  effect  as  his  jaitice.''    But  this  matter  has  been  before  stated  by  Mr.  Neal«  vol. 
3.  p.  lis.— Ed.  '  > 
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twelve  thousand  church-living«|  or  IhereabootS)  three  iliou« 
sand  or  more  being  impropriate,  and  foar  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-five  sinecures,  there  was  but  a  poor  remainder 
left  for  a  painful  and  honest  ministry. 

Such  were  the  spoils  of  uniformity!  and  though  Mr. 
Iplchard  says,  there  was  more  sens^  and  sound  doctrine 
preached  in  one  twelvemonth  after  the  Presbyterian  ouais- 
ters  were  turned  out,  than  in  nigh  twenty  years  before;  yet 
i^nother  church- writer,  who  knew  them  better,  calls  the 
young  clergy  *^  florid  and  genteel  preachers,  of  a  more  ro- 
mantic than  true  majestic  and  divine  style,  who  tickled  and 
captivated  people  at  first,  but  did  little  service  to  the  souls 
of  men,  and  in  processof  time  had  fewer  admirers  and  friends 
tbap  at  first.  He  adds,  that  in  the  late  times  they  all  spake 
,  tl^  same  things,  and  carried  on  the  same  work,  which  was 
t^e  instruction,  conversion,  consolation,  and  edification,  of 
souls ;  not  biting  one  another,  nor  grudging  at  one  another. 
I  never  heard  (says  he)  in  many  hundreds  of  serinonsy^di- 
versities  pf  opinions  either  set  up  by  some,  or  pulled  down 
by  others ;  we  heard  indeed  that  some  were  Independents, 
others  Preisbyterian^,  and  others  Episcoppil,  but  we  heard 
no  pucb  things  frotn  the  pulpits<r  Some  men  think  that  the 
preaching  of  those  days  was  mere  fanaticism,  blessing  the 
usurpation,  railing  agslinst  bishops,  or  deifying  Calvin  with 
an  infallibility ;  but  Calvin  was  preached  no  farther  tlii^n 
Christ  spake  in  him ;  '  Non  Calvinum  sed  Cbristum'praedi- 
cabant/"* 

The  truth  of  this  observation  'will  appear  farther,  by 
mentioning  the  naiOiea  of  some  of  those  ministers,  whose 
lei^rning  and  piety  i0fere  universally  acknowledged,  and  who 
were  capable  of  preaching  and  writing  as  good  sense,  and 
to  as  good  purpose,  as  most  of  their  successors ;  as  Dr. 
Gilpin,  Bates,  Manton,  Jacomb,  Owen,  Goodwin,  Collins, 
Cooant,  Grew,  Burgess,  and  Annesly ;  Mr.  Bowles,  Baxter, 
Clarkson,  Woodbridge,  Newcomen,  Calamy,  Jackson,  Pool, 
Caryl,  Charnock^  Gouge,  Jenkins,  Gale,  Corbet,  Cta* 
dock,  Matth.  Mead,  Howe,  Kentish,  Alsop,  Vincent,  Green- 
liill,  S.  Clark,  Flavel,  Phil.  Henry,  and  others  of  like  cha- 
racter, '^  whom  I  have  heard  vilified,  and  represented  ac- 
cording to  the  fancies,  passions,  or  interests,  of  men  (says  a 
learned  conformist),  but  I  dare  not  but  be  just  to  them,  as  to 

'   *  CunformUt  Plea,  part  1.  inpr«f.  and  p.  53. 
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emaent  pPti»feA6r6  of  the  ehrfs^ian  faith,  and  tfaink  that 
canOHvon  Cbrtfitiftnitjr  hfts  suffered  mueh  by  their  sifencing 
M4  dIsparageiiieDt;  '  A  gi-eat  pTart  of  the  world  is  made  to 
believe,  that  the  Nonconformists  are  not  fit  to  be  employed 
iji  the  ebarcb,  no^  trusted  by  the  dtate ;  but  What  they  are 
God  knows,  and  the' world  may  know,  if  tbey  please  to  idon^-' 
auk  their  writings-^Thejr  are  not  to  them  that  know  them, 
whiil  tb^  are  repotted  by  thdm  that  know  them  not-^I 
know  4bem  suffidfeittly  to  mak^  me  bewail  their  condition^ 
and  the  vast  damage  to  thousands  of  sbuh  by  tbeir  exclu-) 
steti;  not  only  in  tkeoutskirts/'btit  in  the  Very  heart  of  Eng-' 
land,  who  aretommitted  tamatny  parts  to  ttem  that  neither 
oan  nor  will  promote  their  evetlasting  interests/'*  *Upoa 
thewhole,  though  I  do  not  pretend  that  all  the  legected  mi-' 
ilisters  were  eq  ualiy  learned,  pious^f  and  deserving,  yet  upon 
a  calm  atid  sedate  vidw  of  tbifngs  I  eannoth^lp  concluding, 
tkM  HI  tbe  main  tfaey  were  hbody  of  as  Eminent  confessors 
fibrtrutband  liberty  as  this' of  any  other  nation  has  pro^ 

'  Many  complied  witk  the  terms  of  conformity,  not  because 
tltey  apptoved  tbemj  but:fer:tfa<e  sake -of' their  fanlili^s;  of 
because  th^y  were  unwilling  to  be  buried  in  silence,  iLs  bi- 
ahop  Reynold^  Wilkins,  Hopkins^  Fowler/  &c.  Several 
young;studeilts,  who  were  designed  for  the  pulpit,  applied 
the^mselves  to  law  or  physic,  or  diverted  td  some  secular 
.  eni»{iloyment«  Bishop  Kentiet,  in  order  to  extenuate  tfafeir 
cftlaviities,:]:  has  taken  pains  to  point  out  the  &vours  the 
•jeoted  miitistera  received  from  private  persons:||  Some 
(eaya  he)  found  friends  among  the  nobftity  and  gentry,  who 
relieved  their  necessities;  some  were  takeii  as  chaplaina 
into  good  fiimilies,  or  officiated  in  hospitckls,  prisbns^  or 
dhdpfels  ofeiise;  some  betam^  tutors,  or  schoolmasters  ;f 
some  who  went  beyond  sea:  Were  well  rieceived  in  foreign! 

*  Conrorm.  Plea,  in  pref.  part  !• 

t  To  Aappose  that  more  than  two  thonsaod  men  coald  be  eqnalin  worth  taai'pietj, 
^In^fidd  be  to  adaait  an  tmpottibility ;  bat  it  dasehrea  notiee,  that  biabop  Kennikt  ia  mT 
candid  aa  to. limit  th^  charge  of  aoandalona  Urea  andobaraoter«»or  of  a  oondaoi  whiob 
wka  at  least  ho  credit  to  (he  cause  for  which  thej  saffered,  to  some  few'  onlj^  Grej'a 
Examination,  p.  332. — Ed. 
^  t  Kennet'a  Chron,  p*  ^88,  &p.  • 

"^  H  Dr.  Gre^  has  giTen  this  passage  of  bishop  Kehnet  at  length,  which  Itfr.  NeaTbav 
h^eueliped*  Bot  the  amotint  6f  the  bishop's  sfiilteuient;  which  tons  dbt  into  thirty^ 
•ne  partionlars,  only  shews^  tint  some  men  were  more  eqpitable  and  kind  th^in  waa 
the  legislatinre ;  atad  that  they  who  suffered  under  tlie  operation  of  an  ioiqaitoTis  iKw; 
met  with  relief  from  the  kind  dispQsala  of  Difine.  Providence. — Ed. 
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parts;  sbtte^ became  eraineDt  pbyiteians  and  lawyets';  som^ 
]^ad  good  eatates  of  their  ovrn,  and  otbm  married  great  ibr^^ 
tallest  but  how  does  this  extenuate  the  gailt  of  the  ch«ifdi^ 
or  legislature,  who  would  have  deprived  them  Of  these  re- 
treat9  if  it  had  beisn  in  their  power?  The  bishop  adds, 
<.<  Therefore  we  do  ill  to  charge  the  church  with  persecu- 
tion, when  the  laws  were  made  by  the  civil  govemmeiit' 
with  a  view  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  state,  rather  than* 
tfi  any  honour  or  interest  of  the  church.*'  It  seems  therefore 
the  load  of  persecution  must  lie  wholly  upon  the  legisla-- 
ture:  but  had  the  bishops  and  clergy  no  hand  in  this  afiair?* 
did  they  not  push  the  civil  government  upon  these  extremis 
ties/and  nbjt  only  concur,  but  prosecute,  the  penal  laws  with* 
unreleotiAg  rigour  throughout  the  greatest  part  of  this' 
leigtt  ?  The  church  and  state  are  said  to  be  so  incorporated 
«is  to  make  but  one  constitution;  and  the  penal  laws  are^ 
ahifted  from  one  to  the  other  till  they  are  t|uite  lost ;  tho' 
•hui^chcannot4>9  cjiarged  with  persecution,  b^auseit  makes: 
no  laws;  nor  can  the  civil  government  be  charged  with  itii 
because  it  makes  them  not  against  conscience,  but  with  a 
yieif  to  tbe.safety  of  the  state  ;.  with  such  idle  sophtsms  fnir' 
mein  to.  be.  amusj^d^  when  it.  is  to  cover  a  reproach  l-  . 
.  Dr,  Bat.es  say^;  "  they  iCthe  auoisters)  feU  h  sacrifice  toi 
Die  wrat|i:aud  reVeng<^of  the  old  clergy,  and  to  the  servile 
campliaaceof  tbe'younggentcj  with  theconrt^and  theirdt^J 
taste  ofserioug  reUgion.*  That  this  is  no  rash  imputation* 
upon  the  raling; clergy  is  evident  (says  the  doc{Q)r),  not  oalyi 
from  their  concurrence  in.  passing  these  laws  (for  actions* 
have  a  iangu^ge.as  convincing  as  those  of  words),  buifhrni) 
Dr*  Sheldon,  their  great/leader,  who  expressed  his  feat^to: 
the  pari  of  Matiche^ter^  le^t  th^  Presbyterians  should  €om«i 
ply.  The  act.  was  passed  after  the  king  |tad  engaged  ,hffi> 
faiiih,  ai^d  honour. iti  ^is  d^l^ratipn  fratoi  Breda  to  pre-i 
serve  liberty  of  conscience  inviolable ;  which  promise  opened 
the  way /or  his  restoration ;  and  after  the  royalists  had  given 
public  assurance,  that  all  former  animosities  should  be  laid 
a^i'de  as  rubbish,  under  the  foundation  of  universal  con- 
cdrdr  .       . 

^  3a4  were  the  calt^ipities  of  far  the  greater  part  of  these 
unhappy  sufferers^  who  with  their  families  must  have  pe-^ 
tishf  d/if  prtimte  collections  in  London^  and  divers  places 

♦  Bixler,  p.  101.  .  •  * 
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ef  tlie  ee^mthf,  had  not  been  niade.ibr  ilietr  sUmsteaee.^ 
Bkhop  Burnei  says,  lliey  cast  tb^mselTes  on  the  pnovideaceL 
of  Ood^and  Uie  eharitjr  pf  friends.  The  reverend  andpiouar 
Mr.  Thbnms  Gouge,  late  of  St.  Sepnlchre^  was  their  ad-4 
voeate,  who  with  two  or  three  of  his  brethren,  made  fre*; 
qoent  applicatioo  to  several  worthy  eitizens,  of  whom  theys 
received  oonsiderable  sums  of  money  for  some. years,  tilb 
tlMlt  eha^ity  was  diverted  into  imothei^  channel ;  bat  never^ 
theless  ^^  many  hmidreds  of  them  (according  to  Mr.  Baxter:^^ 
wilktbeir  wives  and  cfattldren',  had  neither  bouse  nor  bread  ip 
the .  pepi^e  therf  feft  Werd  p&t  able  to  rfetievb  tb^m^  nari 
chiral  they  if  tbiey  had  been  aUd,  because  it  woidd  bavef 
been  called  a  maiateii^nee  of  schism  or  faction.  Many  o£ 
the  niinistors^  being^afraid  to  lay  down  their  ministry  after;: 
they  had  beesi  ordained  fxiit,  preached  to  such. as  would  hear: 
them,  in  fieldsand  pHvate  houses,  till  they  were  apprehend-; 
ed  and  cast  into  jails,  where  many  of  them  perished. — Th&» 
people  were  no  l^ss  divided,  some  eonfermedv  and  others: 
were  driven  to  ^  greater  distance  from  the  church,  and  re-? 
solved. to  abide  bj  tbeir^ faithful  pastors  at  all  events :  they* 
lisurmuiied  st  the  government,  and  called  the  bishops  and; 
eoaformifig  clergy,  cruei  pefsecutors;  for  w^hich,  and  for 
timrifteqiiefiitingitfae.pfriyate  assemblies  of  their  ministers^: 
they  were  fined  and  imprisoned,  till  mdny  families  left  thein 
■Iitiv0coiinlry,'and  sdttied  in  the  plantation^.*'  :  , 
V.  The;  Presbyterian  ministers;  though  men  of  gravity,.and* 
fiiw^advanesid  in  years,  were  ntlUedin  the  pulpits  under  the: 
e^rcibrioas  names  of  Schismatics  and  Fanatics.;,  they  were> 
teposed  in  the  playhouse^  and  insuked  by  the. mob,  inso- 
nvch  that  they  were  oUiged  to  lay  aside  their  habits,  and) 
wHk  in  disguise.  ^'  Such  magistrates  were  put  into.cora-% 
mission  as  executed  the  penal  la^  with  severity.  Informera^ 
wereenco:iiraged  and  rewarded.  It  is  impossible  (says  the? 
CJonformist  Plea  for  the  Nonconformist^)  to  relate  the  num«) 
bier  of  the  sufferiogsiboth  of  ministers  and  people;  thegreatr 

•    ■  ■  » 

•  Kennet's  Qbron.  p.  838. 192.  t  Lifo,  part  9.  p.  t&5*    ; 

'  t  The  observaitioo  made,  botlong  befbre  he  died,1>y  tb«  ex«eireiit  Mr.  Philip  Hdnrj, 
Ybo  sorrlred  tbese  times,  d»serv«8  to  be  owntioned  here.  It  w««,  tb«t  **  ti^iigh^ 
n^nj  of  the  ejected  minUtera  were  brought  very  low^had  m«njchildreiifWer«gFealJj, 
biTiiiiied  by  persecution,  ahd  their  friends  generally  poor  and  unable  to  sopport  Ibem  ;' 
3(1^  In  all  bis  aeqnaiiiSfnee  be  sever  knew  jnur  coold  remember  to  have  beard  oC  aajr 
Nonconformist  miuisler  in  prison  for  debt."    P.  Henry's  Life,  p.  71,  setond  edition 

}  Part  4.  ^  40.  "^ 
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trials,  witiilwrdtfHipa  opfln  thmr  pfenons^  Q9t»tof,  aadfiaiiiM 
)ie%  bytttooomfortahle  Mparalions,  dUptnioos^  oii8eUi«« 
BieBts^and  removes;  disgraces,  reprpachesy  impritoiUBeotSy. 
ebargeable  journeys,  ezpeoses  in  law,  tedious  siekaesses,. 
and  incoimble  diseases  eading  »  death ;  great  dtsquie^neBts 
and  frights  to  the  wives  and  families^  and  their  dolefoleffeota 
ilplon  them.'  Their  congregations  had  enovgk  to  do  besidei 
a  small  maintenance,  to  help  them  out  of  prisons,  or  maiii^ 
tain  them  there.  Thongji  they  were  a^  frugal  as  possible 
they  could  hardly  live:  some  lived  on. little  more:tbaa 
brown  bread  and  water;  many  had  but  8  or  lOL  a  ye^r  to 
maintain  a  family^  so  that  a  piece  of  flesh  has  not  c^me.toi 
due  of  their  tableain*  six  weeks'  time;  their  allowance  could 
scarce  afford  them  bread  and:  cheese.  One  went  to  plough 
six  d^ya  and- preached  on .  the  LKird's  day.  Another  waa 
forced  to  cut  tobacco  for  a.  livelihood.  The  zealous  J4i$ticea 
of  peace  knew  the  calamities,  of  the  ministers,  when  they,  is** 
sued  out  warrants  upon  some  of  the  hearera,  because  of  the 
poverty  of  the  preachers.  Out  of  respect  to  the  wx>rth  and 
modesty  of  some  of  them  (says  my.  author*)  I  forbear  their 
liames/'  Upon  these  foundation,  and  with  these  iriumphs^ 
was  the  pr«Hent  constitution  of  the  church  of  England  re^ 
stored.  I  shall  make.no>  forther  remarks  upon  it,  but  .leave 
it  to  the  censure,  of  the.  restden.  .     . 

Among  the  Presbyterii|n  divines  who  died  this  .year,  waa 
Mr.  JtAn  Ley,  M.  A.  born  at' Warwick,  February  4,  ISS3, 
and  educated  in  ^hristK^hurch;  Oxford,  where  he  tMk  Jther 
degrees- in  arts,  and  was  preseiUed  to  the  living  of  Greikt* 
Biedworth  in  Cheshire.  He  was  afterward  prebendary  of 
Ghester;  and  subdean,  and  clerk  of  the  coavpcatiba  dece  or 
twice.  In  the  year  1641,  be  took  part  with  the  panliarooit, 
was  one  of  the  assembly  of  divine^  chairman  o£  tfae«Gom- 
mittee  for  examioatioD  of  miaisters,  and  president  of  8io»- 
e0llq|;e.  la  the  y^nr  1645,  he  succeeded  <Dr»  Hyde  in  the 
ilcfa  parsoqag^  of  Bcightwell,  Berks.  In  1653,  he  was  one 
of  the  triers,  and  at  length  obtained  the  rectory  of  SolyhuU 
iq  Warwicksbirej^  but  having  broken  a  vein  by  overstrain- 
ing himself  in  speaking,  he  resigned  his  living,  and  retired 
to  Suttoh-Colfield,  where  he  died.  May  16, 166S,  in  the  se- 
venty-ninth year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  very  learned  person, 
well  read  in  the  fathers  and  councils,  a  popular  preacher,  a 

*  Coufonnisl  Plea,  paxt  l.f.  43. 
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piomand  dbwut  Ghrietian,  add  one  of  the  maun'ptllars  (si^jb 
Mrv  Woodt)  of  the  Presby terian  causi^.  ^ 

.Mr.  HeiirjF  Jeanes^  M.  A.  wai|  bom  in  Somersetshire 
about  the  year  1611,  and  educated  in. New«inn,  and  after- 
ward in  Hart-ball^  Oxon,  where  be  took  the  degrees  in  arts, 
and  entered  into  holy  orders.  He  was  an  admired  preachy 
in  the  university,  and  was  quickly  preferred  to  the  rectory 
•f  £eercrooomb|  and  the  vicarage  of  Kingston  in  Somersei- 
ahire.  In  the  year  1641,  he  closed  with  the  parliament,  and 
became  rector  of  Chedsoynear  Bridgwater.  .Here  he  took 
intohisfiiniily  several  young  persons,  and  instructed  them  . 
in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences;  be  was  a  most  e:xGelteat 
philosopher,  a  noted  metaphysician,  and  well  versed  in  po^ 
lamioal  divinity.  With  all  these  qualifications  (says  Mn 
Woodt)lie  was  a^eonlemQer  of  the  worldy.generoqS)  free* 
hearted,  jolly,  witty,  and  facetious.  He  wrote  many  books^ 
and  diedin  ihe  city  of  Weils  a  little  before  the  fatal  day  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  church 
there,  statis  fifty-two. 

Dr.  Homphrey  Chambers  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  and 
edftcaled  in  University-college,  Oxon.  In  the  year  i6!23i 
be  was  made^rectorof  Claverlon  in  Somerselshire,  but  wai 
afterward  silenced  by  his  diocesan,  bishop  Piers,  for  preachy 
ing  up  the  morality  of  the  sabbath,  and  impplsoned  (Arivfq 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  assembly  of  divines.i  In  theyear 
1648,  he  was. created  D.D.  and  had  the  rich  rectory  of 
Pewsey  given  him  by  the  earl  of  Pembroke.  After  the 
king's  restoration  he  kept  his  living  till  the  very  day  the  act 
of  UMfomity  took  place,  when  having  preached  his  fiirewell 
sermon  on  Psal.  cxxvi.  6,  he  went  home,  fell  sick  and  died, 
and  was  buried  in  his  church  at  Pewsey,  September  8, 
without  the  service  of  the  church,  which  had  just  then  taken 
plete.j: 

Mr.  Simeon  Ash  was  educated  in  Emanuel-coIIege,  Cam<* 
bridge.  His  fir6t  station  in  the  church,  was  in  St^fibrdshire, 
where  be  contracted  an  acquaintance' with  the  most  eminent 
Puritans.  He  was  displaced  from  his  living  for  refpsiiig  to 
tead  the  book  of  sports,  and  not  conforming  to  the*  ceremp^ 
i(ies«  Afteir  some  time  he  got  liberty  to  preach' in  an  exempt 
ehurcb  at  Wroxhall)  under  the  protection  of  sir  John  Bur 

*  Ath«n.  Oxon.  rol.  9,  p.  190.  •     f  Ibid.  p.  1 95 .  ^ 

I  Caiainj,  vol.  2.  p.  755  i  or.Paliii«r's  NoneooL  Memorial,  i[ol.  2«  p.  a09 
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rgoigH:;  lihd  elsewteroi  uoder  the  lord  Brdok,  in  WarwiolN 
sbire.  Upon  the  broking  out  of  the  civil  war  be  be^ami 
•chaplain  to  Che  earl  of  MaRcbester^  and  bad  a  cooaideraUe 
part  in. the  Cainbridge  visitation*  After  the  kiag'adi^ath  be 
.vig^rQUsly  opposed  the  oewcoianiojiweMth,  and  dealainad 
}Nd>]i€ly  against  the  engagement.  He  was  eooceroed  in  all 
the  designs  for  bringing  in  the  king,  and  went  with  other 
Xiondon  divines  to  congratulate  bis  majesty  at  Breda.  He 
^aa  a  Christian  ofprimitiVe  simplicity,  and  a  NoBCOttfofmisI 
i>l*tbe  old  stamp,  being  eminently  sincere,  cbarttable,  holy^ 
end  of  a  cheerful  spirit.  He  had  a  good  paternal  estate,  aiid 
was  very  hospitable^  his  :bouse  being  much  freguenled  by 
bis  brethrei}^  by  whom  he  was  highly  esteemed.  He  died 
in  aftadvanced  age  on  the  very  eveniitg  before  Bartholomew* 
day^  in  a  cheerful  and  firm  expecti^ion  of  a  future  hapr 
piness.* 

Mr.  Edward  Bowles  M.  A.  bom  1613,  and  educated  in 
Katherine-halU  Cambridge,,  under  Dr.  Sibbes,  and  Dn 
Brownrigge.  He  was  first  chaplain  to.  the  earl  of  Manchea* 
ter,  and  upon  the  reduction  of  York  to  the  parliament.8ettled 
in  that  city.  He  waaa  wise  and  prudent  man,  having  a  clear 
head  and  a  warm  heart ;  an  excellent  scholart  and  a  nsefiil 
pi*eacber. .  He  attended  lord  Fairfax  when  general  Monk 
passed  through  Yorkshire,  and  presented  an  address  ^o  the 
general  for  a.free  parliament.  He  was  very  zealous  and  ac^, 
tire  in  promoting,  the  king's  restoration,  and  waited  oh  his 
majesty  with  lord  Fairfax  at  Breda.  It  is  credibly  reported 
thatthe  deanery  of  York  was  offered  him,  but  not  being  sa^^ 
tisfied  with  conformity^  be  was  excluded  the  ndnsterp  though^ 
be  continued  preaching  at  AUhallows*  and  afterward  at  St. 
Martin's,  as  be  had  opportunity.t  When  the  fatal  Bariho^ 
lomew-day  approached  be  grew  sick  pf  tb^  times,  and  died 
in  the  flower  of  his  life,  aged  forty-nine,  and  was  buried  oi| 
the  eve  of  St.  Bartholomew,  1662. 

.  [In  the  preceding  year  there  parsed  an  act  for  regulating 
the  press,  enacting  <^  that  no  private  person  or  persona 
should  print,  or  cause  to  be  printed,  any  book  or  pamphlet 
whatsoever,  unless  the  same  was  first  lawfully  licensed  and 
aathori2ed:to  be  printed  by  certain  persons  appoiiited  by 
the  act  ta  license  the  same;  viz*  law-books,  by  the  lord^ 

•  Criwjr,  Vol.  f .  p.  1 ;  or,  PiilBer's  Nonconformist**  Memorial,  toI.  1.  p.  85. 
t  Ibid.  tqL  2.  p.  779>^78t ;  or,  ibid.  Tol  t,  p,  ^,  -  ■    -^ 
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dKttitiillor,  dr  one  of.  the  chiefjustie^Si  or  by*  Uie  chief  ba< 
MR :  books  of  hiatory»  or  eoDcertiing  8tate-affair8>  by  one  of 
the  f^rinoipal  aeerelaries  of  state;  on  heraldry,  by;  the  earU 
narfihal ;- and -all  other  books,  i.  e,  to  say  all  novels,  ro^ 
Bimce8)  and  fiiiry  tales,  and  all  books  about  philosophy^ 
■ifltthenaties^  physic,  divinity,  or  love,  by  the  lordnirchbi.^ 
shop  i>f  Canterbury,  or  the  bishop  <tf  Liondon  for  the  iioia 
being/' .  '^  The  fram^rsof  this  curious  act  (observes  lord 
8lanbope),'no  doabt,  supposing  that  these  right  reverend 
prritties  were)  of  all  men  in. the  kingdom,  most  conversant 
with  all  Ihese  subjects.''  Thia  act  commenced  in  Jnne  1669, 
mtti  passed  only  for  two  years.  It  was  continued  by  an  act 
of  the  i6tb  of  Charles  11.  and  by  another  act  of  the  17th  of 
tlNiu sane  reign;  and  in  a  few  months  afterward  it  expired. 
We  may  form  some  idea  of  die  private  instructions  given  ta 
IheUicenBer,  as  well  as  of  his  excessive  caution  and  ignorant 
jBeal,  Ivhen  we  are  assured,  that  on  his  taking  exception  ta 
thefoltowing  lines  in  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  that  admirable 
poem  bad  like  to  have  been  suppressed. 

<*.  Ab  when  the  gOD»  npw  nsvn. 
Looks  Ihroiigh  the  horizoDtal  mis^j  air 
^orn  of 'bi«  bieams  ;  or  from  behind  tlie  mooi^ 
la  din  eoUpi^,  distiiti-oQt  twilight  sbeda 
Qo  b^lf  \\ip  natioD,  and  with  fear  of  qhtnge 
Perplexes  moDarcbies."  **'•.. 

Stanhope  on  the  Rights  of  Juries,  p.  Gt,  &c-  Secret  His« 
tory  of  the  Court  and  Aeign  of  Charles  II.  yol.  1.  p.  441, 
note ;  and  Dr.  Harris's  Life  of  Charley  II.  vol.  2.  p.  263—^ 

274.-ED.]' 


CHAP.  VII. 


FBOH   THE    ACT  OF   UNIFORMITY   TO   THE   BANISH- 
.  MENT  OF  THE  £AKL*  OF  CLARENDON  IN  THE  YEAR 
1667. 

1662,  ! 

At  this  thne,  says  bishop  Burnet^  the  name  of  Puritans  was 
changed  into  that  of  Protestant  Nonconformists,  who  Were 
•ttbdivided  into  Presbyterians,  Independents,  Anabaptists,.: 
and  Quakers  s  these  being  shut  out  of  the  establishmwt^  had 
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Botbiiig  now  in  vie#  but  a  toleration,  wfaidi  tlie  credalow 
Presbyterians  said  tbey  bad  strong^  assurances  of,  before  the 
act  of  uniformity  passed  into  a- law;  but  in  tbis  they  were 
disappointed,  as  well  as  in  every  thing  else;  for  wbidk  the 
Independents  told  them  they  might  thank  themseltFes^  be» 
cause,  their  managers  had  protested  against  incfaidiiig  the 
Papists;  whereas  the  legislature  and  the  biebops  werm^om^ 
kerned  to  prevent  any  mischief  from  that  quarter,  awl  Id 
their  care  the  Presbyterians  should  have  1^  it.*  Soie  ob» 
serving  how  much  the  court  and  pariianent  w^reeetagaumt 
^hein,  were  for  removing  with  theilr  ministers  to  Holland} 
and  .others  proposed  New-England ;  but  the  Papists,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  earl  of  Bristol's  housOi  agreed  to  do  wbs^ 
ever  they  could  to  keep  the  Nonconformists  in  EngkiBd,  and 
buoy  them  up  witb  be^s  of  a  tolemtson. 

The  king  was  a  concealed  Itoman  Catholic,  aad  tbed 
swarms  of  that  persuasion  about  bis  person  and  convt,  who 
had  fought  for  his  father  in  the  wars,  or  been  civil  to  hiiH 
in  his  exile;  their  design  was  to  introduce  a lolentioo  of 
their  religion,  by  the  royal  indulgence,  *  in  common  with 
other  dissenters  from  the  establishment ;  and  the  king  was 
so  far  in  their  measures,  that  he  declared  openly  he  would 
give  liberty  to  all  or  none.  The  court  was  therefore  content 
that  the  act  of  uniformity  should  pass  in  the  severest  terms^ 
op  purpqse  to  make  the  number  of  dissenters  more  con- 
siderable ;  aad  when  this  was  objected,  it  was  replied,  the 
more  dissenters  the  better,  because  it  will  make  a  toleration 
more  needful,  in  which  the  Papists  will  be  included.f  The 
Papists  had  two  maxims  from  which  they  never  departed; 
one  was,  to  keep  themselves  united,  and  promote  a  general 
toleration^  or  a  general  prosecution.  The  other,  to  divide 
the  Protestants  as  much  as  possible  among  themselves.  For 
this  reason  the  sword  was  put  into  the  hands  of  such  magis- 
trates as  would  inflame  the  differences,  and  exasperate  their 
spirits  one  against  the  other.  Nor  were  there  wanting  some 
hot-headed  young  clergymen,  who  ran  greedily  into  the 
snare,  and  became  the  tools  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  pcyWer, 
till  the  Protestant  religion  was  expiring,  andmust  inevitably 
have  been  lost,  had  it  not  been  revived  almost  by  a:mirae|e^ 
With  a  like  view  the  law&  against  proianeness  and  ioauK 
rality  were  relaxed,  men's- morals  were,  neglected,  inter* 

i  •        '  ^^Borneti  fol.  1*  p.  S81,    •     '  ♦  lttd.fia«  i^'p..285»     ,     '.  '^ 
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Ibdeg,  masquemdes^  promifictioas  danting,  profane  swear^ 
mg^  dnlnkenoeds,  and  a  universal  dissolution  of  roaniiere; 
were  ^ounived  at^  and  the  very  name  of  godliness  became 
a  reproacli. 

'  The  parliament,  being  made  up  of  a  set  of  pensioners  and 
mereenarteo,  went  into  all  the  court-measures,  and  ehacled 
nore  penal  laws  for  religion^  than  it  may  be  all  t6e  parlia-^ 
moots'  put  together  since  the  Reformation.  They  pri^sed 
the  act  of  uniformity  with  inflexible  rigour,  and  enforced 
k  wilh  so  many  other  penal  laws,  that  under  their  wing 
Popery  grew  to  such  a  height,  as 'to  threaten  the  extirpa* 
turn  of  the '  northern  heresy.  At  length  many  cyf  the  mem-^ 
b^rs  being  dead,  and  others  grown  fat  with  the  spoils  of 
the  public^  they  would  have  retrieved  their  errors,  and  dis-* 
tingttished. between  Pn^testant  Nonconformists  and  Popisk 
recusantSi  but  it  was  too  late ;  and  the  king  having  found 
ways  and  n^eans  to  subsist  without  parliaments,  resolved  to 
adhere  by  his  standing  maxim,  to  give  ease  to  all  dissenters 
or  to  none. 

It  is  impossible  to  excuse  the  clergy  from  their  share  ifi 
the  troubles  of  this  reign.  If  the  convocation  of  166S,  in 
their  review  of  the  liturgy,  had  made  any  amendments  for 
the  ^tlsfactfoa  6f  the  Presbyterians,  they  would  undoubt-^ 
edly  have  passed  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  healed  in 
some  measi^re  the  divisions  of  the  church  ;  but  they  Were^ 
actuated  by  a  spirit  of  revenge,  and  not  only  promoted  such- 
laws'  as  might  deprive  the  P-resbyterians  of  the  power  of 
hurting  them  for  the  fature ;  but  assisted  in  putting  them  in' 
e«ectttion.  None  bad  a  greater  share  in  inflaming  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  in  sounding  the  truiUpet  to  persecution. 
fiat  here  the  reader  must  distinguish  between  those  zealots^ 
who,>from  r9sentment,'  bigotry,  or  sii^ieter  views,  set  themr 
stives  to  encourage  and  promote  all  the  methods' of  oppres*' 
sien  and  tyr»nny;  and  those,  who^  though  they  com^lfed* 
with  the  terms  of  conformi'ty  themselves,  were  disposed  to 
mr accommodation  with  the  ProtestantNonconformigts  upou^ 
moderate  terms*  * 

J  dPhe  bishops  were  generally  of  the  former  sort ;  they  were' 
old  and  exasperated,  fond  of  their  persecuting  principles, ' 
and  Jarful  of  every  thing  that  tended  to  relieve* the  Pres-r' 
b)^#i^ians.'They  went  with  zeal  into  all  the  slavis^h  aoctrines' 
of  the  prerogative,  and  voted  with  the  court  in  everything 
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tbey  required.  •  But  even  some  of  those  \iM^f»»  wtiotatfitsC 
were  very  zealou»  to  throw  the  Preebyterians  out  of  th^. 
cli«trchi  afterward  grew  more  tempemte.  Dr.  I^ftegr^  bi»ho|pir 
of  Peterborough,  who  made  a  great  bustle  ia.tbe  Sa?9]ft 
eonference,  was  willing  at  length  to  wipe  liis  kiads  of  the 
dirty  wcnrk,  and,  to  use  his  owti  exprewiop,  eould  kiolb 
throttgh  bis  fingers^  and, suffer  a  worthy  NQDeobfprniist  tot 
preach  pablicly  near  him  for  yeaioB  tog0thei?.r-BiiRbop  Sana-. 
d^i^oB  had  a  roll  of  Nonconformiit  mioiaters.  under  bis 
nBgry'|0y^> Resigned  for  diflcipliney  but  when  he  waa.nf^lr.hift 
eiid>  he  ordf^i^d  the  roU  to  be  burfit,  and  said  iie^woiild  die 
»  peace.r-And  most  remnickable  i»  thjQ  passage  in,  the  laslr 
will  and  testament  of  Dr.  Cosina^  bj^hdp  of  Dorbani^  a  zeek 
one  enemy  of  the  Presbyterians^  and  who  bad  m^t  with  ilb 
ifpage  in  the  late  times* — ^^  I  take  it  to  be  my  duty  (silys  he\i 
f  nd  that  i^f  ail  the  bishops  and  ministers  of.  the  churchy  to« 
da  pur  utmost  endeavour,  that  at  la&t  an  end.  may  be  put  to^ 
the  di&r^sltes  of  religion,  or  at  least  that  they  may  bet 
lessened."  Such  was  the  different  temper  of  this  learned^ 
pifelate*  in  the  vigour  of  life,'  and  whea  he  eame  to.rc^view 
tihpngs  calmly  on  his  dying  bed.  To  |hese  may  be  addedl 
Usbop  Gaudea^  Wilkins>  Reynolds,  and  a  few  others,  who^ 
w^e  always  moderate?  and  are  said  to  carry  the  wounds  ot 
^.ehurch  in: their  hearts  to  the  grave;  but  the  &rgreateri 
nMgority  of  the  bench,  especifiUy  tho$e  vbo  frequeQtedrthOi 
coiiH»  were  of  different  principles. 

The  like  may  be  observed  of  the  inferior  clergy^  who 
were  ittvided,  a  few  years  after,  into  those  of  the  court  and> 
the  country;  the  former  were  of  an  angry  superstitious^ 
spirit,  and  far  more  strenuous  for  a  fciw  indifferent  cere-< 
manies^  than  for  tlie  peace  of  the  church,  or  its  more  io^^ . 
portaet  articles  i  their  sermons  were  filled  with  reverence/ 
doe  to  their  holy  mother,  with  the  sacred  dignity  of  their-, 
own  indelible  characters^  with  the  slavish  doctrines. of  pas-, 
sjfo  obedience  and  nonresistfince.  and  with  the,  most  bitter, 
i;^ery and  invectives  against  the  rquted Presbyterians;  they; 
encoaraged  the  enacting  severe  laws,  and  cajrried  them  into, 
exertion  as;  long  as  their  superiors  would  permit,  without 
any  regard  to  mercy  or  merit;  but  took  comparatively  little i 
Qr  no  care,  by  their  doctrine  or  example,  of  the  morals  of. 
tbep«€^le»  which  were  shamefully  neglected  throughout  the  ^ 
natiqn.    The  clergy  of  this  character  were  by  far  the  niare> 
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MnmBTOvk  tbr  tWMty  years  after  the  Restoration ;  the  tide  of 
chareh-prefernlents  rtmtiiiig  in  this  channel^  aad  their  doc^ 
triiies  being  the  most  fashionable.  ^ 

^  The  conntry-elergpy  were  of  a  quite  different  spirit ;  tjiej 
trere  deiermibed  l^ro^estants  and  true  churchmen^  but  more 
disposed  ti»  a  coalition  with  Protestant  dissenters  than  with . 
Papists:  among  these  were  the  Tillofsons,  StilKngfleets; 
WbiclMH>tes,  Willciiis,  Cudworths,  &c.  men  of  the  first  rank 
fer  leahiing,  sobriety,  and  virtue ;  they  were  the  most  eiili«-' 
Aent  preachers  of  the  age,  whose  sermons  and  writings  ditf 
honour  to  the  church  of  England,  and  suapported  its  charao*' 
ter  in  the  worst  of  times.  They  lamented  the  corruplionr 
aUd  vices  of  the  people;  and  stood  in  the  gap  iigainst  an  in-^' 
undation  of  Popery  and  tyranny ;  but  their  numbers  were': 
small,  because  the  road  to  preferment  lay  another' way V 
and  when  the  high-church  dergy  had  betrayed  the  libertSesT 
df  their  country,  and  the  cause  of  the  Protestant  rdigion/ 
into  the  hands  of  the  Papists,  these  appeared  be  dly  in  theff| 
defence,  disarmed  their  adversaries,  and  saved  the  nation.  ; 
'-  When  therefore  we  speak  of  the  furbus  proceedings  of 
the  bishops  and  clergy^  it  must  not  be  understood  of  th()^ 
#1fote  Wdy^  but  only  of  those  who  were  tobh  of  a  corrupt 
court  and  Ministry,-  and  who^  oiit  of  ignorance  or  other* 
private  and  personal  motives^  went  blindfold  into  all  their' 
destructive  measures. 

Bishop  Biirnet,  in  his  book  against  the  author  of  JParlia-^ 
nUentdm  Pacificnm^  bks  the'  ftdlowing  remarkable  passage:^ 
*^  tt  lis  well  known;  that  those  who  were  secretly  Papists/ 
and' disguised  their  religiiin,  as  the  king  himself 'dn!,  ani-^ 
mat^d  the  chief  men  of  'the  chiTrcb  to  carry  the  points  of. 
tinifdrmity  as  high^as  possible. — ^That  there  might  be  inany- 
Nonconformists,  and  great  occasion  for  a  toleration,  un'der^ 
wtich  !Popery  might  creep  in ;  Ibr  if  the  king's  declaration' 
fl^Om  Breda  had  taken  place,  of  two  thousand  ministers  that ^ 
were  turned  out,  about  seventeen  hlindred  had  stayed  in*;' 
but  the  practice  of  the  I^apists  had  too  great  an  influenc^e' 
On  the  churchmen,  whose  spirits  were  too  much  soured  by* 
tfaeii*  ill  usage  during  the  war;  nor  were  they  without  sue-* 
cession  the  dissenters,. who  were  secretly  encouraged  to* 
stand  out^  and  Were  told,  that  the  king's  temper  and  princi-' 
^s,  and  the  consideration  of  trade,  would  certainly  pro-' 
cure  thi^m  a  toleration.    Thus  they  tampered  with  both 
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^sefsjon  of  parliament  €aniLe»  and  the  kia^wattledhiiioiie^  ! 

then  a  new  severe  law  against  the  dissenlers  Was  offered  io 

the  angry  men  of  the  cfaureb-'party  as  the  ptiee  of  it ;  and 

this  seldom  failed  to  have  its  effect :  so  that  they*  were  l%e 

t^e  jewels  of  the  crowo«  pawpied  when  the  king  needed  m^*  I 

ney,  but  redeemed  at  the  neit  profogation^'^ 

The  same  prelfUe  observes  in  another  performance^  ^'  that 
the  first  spirit  of  sev^ity  we^  heigliten^ed  by  the  praetices  ^  \ 

the  Papists.  That  many  -churehmen,  who  uaderstood^net 
the  principles  of  human  society,  and  the  rules  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  wrote  several  extravagant <trefiilises  id^ont 
the  measures  of  submission ;  that  the*  dwsenlers  were  put  to 
great  hardships  in  many  parts  of  Snglaiid."  BoteoBclude^ 
th^t  ^^  be  musf:  have  the  brow  of  a  Jesuit  that  can  cest  this 
vvhoUy  upoq  the  church  of  iUigland^  and  free  the  court  of  it 
Upon  the  whole  matiter  (seys  Im  lordship)  it  is  evident,  th&l 
the  passions  and  infirmities  of  some  of  the  chuvch  of  Ekig- 
land  being  unhappily  stirred  up  by  the  dissenters,  they  wera 
&tally  conducted  by  the  Pqpiab  party  to  be  tiie  instruments 
qS  doing. a  great  deal  of  ipischief^' 

But  to  go  on  with  the  history :  three  deya  after  the  ac# 
of  uniformity  took  place,  the  silenced  ministers  presented, 
a  petitipn  to  his  majesty  fojr  a  toleration,  by  the  hands  ^ 
Dr.  Manton,  Dr.  Bates,  and  Mr.  Calamy,  to  this  effect; 
^tbat  ha)iring  had  fi[>rmer  experimoeof  his  mi^sty's  e)e- 
mency  and  indulgence,  sooie;  of  the  London  ministers^ 
wboare  like  to  be.  deprived  of  all  future  usefulness  by  th^ 
lakte.act  of  uniformity,  .humbly  cast  themselves  at  hisqia-' 
jf^ty's  feet,  desiring  hi^  of  his  princely  wisdom  to  take 
apme  effectual  course,  that  they  may  be  continued  in  ^th^ 
ininis^Y,  to  teach,  his  people  obedience  to  God  and  hk 
if^esty ;  and  they  doubt  not^  b|it  by  their  dutiful  and  p^atse-' 
able  behaviour,  they  shall  reader  themselves  not  altogetbex^ 
unworthy  of  so  great  a  favpur.''*  The  niatter  being -de-^ 
liated  next  day  in  council,  his  majesty  giive  his  opinitfit  ferl 
a)i  in^ulfience  if  it  was  feasible*  Others  were  fbr  eOnnitiog^ 
at  the  more  eminent  di^vipes,  and  putting  curates  into  Uteit: 
c^firches  to  read  the  service  till  th^y  should  die  effzt  this, 
was  the  opinion  of  the  earl  )of  Manchester,  whoui^ed  it- 
with  a  great  deal  of  earnestness ;  bpt  lord  Clarendon  was 

♦  Rennet's  Chron.  p.  753.  f  Ibid.  p.  730. 74 «• 
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Mihe  8tyie(  etecfutioii  /cif  the  kw :  <'  Surdy  (saje  &d>  thet e 
Daonot  *be  loo!-  intent  a  eftre  in  kings  and  princes  to  pref 
9«Nrve  and  jnaintain  all  decent  forms  and  oereoioaies  bulii 
in  ckareh  aiid  slate^  which  keeps  up  the  reverence  dae  to 
religion,  as  vrell  as  the  daty  arid  dignity  due  to^  tbegfovem^ 
meat'  and  th^  majesty  of  kings/'*  Bishop  Sheldori  was  of 
Ae  same  side^  and  declaredi  thalt'if  the  act  was  suspended, 
be>  could  not  maintain  his  episedpal  atithority:  that  this 
Would  reinder  the  legislaitttre  ridiculous,  and  be  the  occasioti 
of  endless  distractions.f — England  is  accustomed  to  obey 
laws  (says  ha),  so  ihaf  while  we  stand. on  that  gronfnd  we 
are  safe;  aad,  to  answer  all  objections,  he  undertook  to  (ill 
tiie  vacant  pulpits  more  to  <tfae  people's  satisfaction.  By 
saoh.  arguments^  delivered  with  great  earnestness  and^^zeal, 
^ey  prei^aiied  with  the^ouiicil  to  let  the  law  take  plaice  fbr' 
ihe  present. 

<  Nevertheless,  about  Savor  months  after,  his  majesty  pttb- 
Ifshed^a 'declaration  to  all  his  loving  subjects,  by  fad  vice  of 
his  pdvy  council/ dated  December  S6, 1368,  in  which/after 
reciting  those  words  of  his  declaration  from  Breda,  relating 
to  his  giving  liberty  to  tender  consciences,  and^his  readiness- 
tD  consent  to'^n  act  of  parliament  for  that  purpqse,  his  ma* 
je6<y  adds,  <'  As  dill  these  things  are  friesh  in  our  memory, 
so'are  we  slil]  firm  in  the  resolution  of  performing  I'hem  to' 
tlpe  full.  Built  aiust  notbe^  wondered  at,  since  that  par* 
liament  to  which  ihose  promises  were  made,  never  thought 
fit  iO'Ofier  f  saa  astcfor  that  purpose,  that  we,  beinlg  so  zeal* 
oils  as  we  are  (and  liy  Ihe^grace  of  Ood  shall  ev^r  be)  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  true  Protestafnt  religion,  should  give' 
its  establishment  the  precedency  before  mattet^s  of  indul- 
gence to  dissenters  from  It;  bat  that  being  done,  wea^e 
^d  to  rcinpew  to  all  oiir  subjeetsedneerned  in  those  pro- 
mises of  indulg«nae,  iMs  a^isurance.  That  as  for  what  c6n^ 
ceriis  ttie  penalties  upon  those,  who,  living  peaceably,  dd 
noteon^m  to  the  church  cif  England  through  scrapie,  or ' 
tendevness  of  nfi«g«ided  conscience,  but  modestly,  and  with^  * 
out  scandal,  perform  their  devotions  in  their  own  way,  we 
shaU  make  it  our  special  care,  as  At  as  in  us  lies,  witb6ut 
invading  the  freedom  of  parliament^  to  incline  their  wis-' 
dom  at  the  next  approaching  sessions,  to  concur  with  us  in 
niahing  some  act  for  that  purpose,  as  niay  enable  us  to  exer* 

*  Parker's  Historj/p.  189.  t  Bumct,  tol.  1.  p.  2T9* 
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eise  vtith  a  more  universal  satisfacAioB^  tint  pdw^r  af  )M 
pensiog  which  we  conceive  to  be  inherent  in^n»;nor.caii 
!ire  doubt  of  their  cheerful  co-operating  with  us  i»4i  tbiag 
wherein  we  oonceive  ourselvesao  for  engaged  both  ia  ho< 
nour,  and  in  what  we  owe  to,  the  peace  of  o^ir  doniinioa*. 
irbich  we  profess  we  can  never  think  ^ecur^  wbil^H  tbera 
iBhall  be  a  colour  left  to  disaffected  perpons  to  iuflanvB.  tha 
minds  of  so  many^  multitudes  upon  the  score  ^f  f^opscieace^ 
with  despair  of  ever  obtaining  any  effect  of  our  pramM^ 
for  their  ^ase/^ 

.  His  majesty  then  proceeds  to  obviate  4ba  objection  of  hia 
fiivouring  Papists;  and  after  having  avowed  to.  the  world; 
the  due  sense  he  had  of  their  having  deserved  well; from; 
his  royal  father^  and  from  himself,  and  even  from  the  PrcK 
testant  religion,  in  adhering  to  them  with  their  lives  amft 
fortunes,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  crown  in  the  religioA 
established,  he  declares,  that  ''it  is  not  in  his  intuition  to 
exdade  them  from  all  benefit  from  such  an  act  of  indul-i 
gence,  but  that  they  are  not  to  expect  an  open  tdieratioa; 
but  refefs  the  manner  to  the  approaching  sessions  of  parlir* 
^ment,  which  he  doubts  not  will  concur  with  him  in  the; 
performance  of  his  promises/' — He  condades  '^  with  hopingf 
that  all  his  subjects,  with  minds  happily  composed  jbyfai0t 
clemency  and  indul^nce  (instead  of  taking  up  thoughts  o!. 
deserting  their  professions^  or  transplanting)*  will,  ajijrfyr 
themsetves  comfortably,  and  with  redoubled  industry,  to . 
their  several  vocations,  in  such  manner,  as  the  private  in-  ^ 
terest  of  eveiry  one  in  particular  may  encourage- inm, to' 
contribute  cheerfully  to  the  general  pro^rity.  <  / 

.  <' Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  this^b  December,; 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  our  rei^n>''    ;  ^  ,  ^.     . ;..   ; 

.  This  declaration  was  thought  to  be £*anied at  Somerset*: 
hpuse,  where  the  queen;motber  kept  her  court,  without. the: i 
I^nowlcdge  of  lord  Clarendon  or  bishop  Sheldon  ;and^  ac-i 
cording  to  Burnet,  was  the  resiilt  of  a  council  of  Papists  ati . 
the  earl  of  Bristol's  (who  were  under  an  oath  of  secrecy),.^ ' 
and  of  the  king  himself.*  It  is  mod^sily  expressed;;  and  > 
though  it  carries  in  it  a  claiip  of  the  dispensing,  power,  wd-; 
of  good- will,  to  Popery,  yet  it  refers  all  to  the  parliament. , 
Accordingly  his  majesty,  in  bis  speech  at  tbeopenjng  thej 
n^^t  sessions,  February  28, 1663^  supported  his  de^larationii  i 

*  Bufoe^,  ?ol.  1.  p.  232,  26S.  .  * 
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hk  the.  followiiig^  words,  ''  that  tibough  he  was  in.  his.  na- 
ture an  enemy  to  all  severity  .in  religion^  he  would. not 
have  them  infer  from  thence,  that  he  meant  to  favour  Pot 
pery,  though  several  of  that  profession^  who  bad  served  him 
and  his  father  well^  might  justly  claim  a  share,  in  that,  in? 
dulgence  he  would  willingly  afford  to  other  dissentere ;  not 
that  I  intend  them  to  hold  any  place  in  the  government 
(says  his  majesty),  for  I  will  not  yield  to  any,  no^  not  to  the 
bishops  themselves,  in  my  zeal  for  the  Protestant  religion,  -- 
and  my  liking  the  act  of  uniformity ;  and  yet  if  the  dissenters 
will  behave  themselves  peaceably  and  modestly  under  the 
government,  I  could  heartily  wish  I  had  such  a  power  of 
indulgence  to  use  upon  all  occasions,  as  might  not  need* 
lessly  force  them  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  staying  here,  giv^ 
them  cause  to  conspire  against  the  peace  of  it.''  This  was 
the  first  open  claim  of  a  dispensing  power,  which  the  read* 
er  will  observe  did  not  propose  a  law  for  liberty  of  con* 
science,  but  that  his  majesty  might  have  a  legal  power  of 
indulgence  vested  in  himself,  which  he  might  use  or  recall 
as  he  thought  fit.  This  alarmed  the  bouse  of  cpmmqns, 
who  voted  the  thanks,  of  the  house  for  his  majesty's  resolu- 
tion to  maintain  the  act  of  uniformity ;  but,  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  bouse,  that  no  indulgence  be  granted  t|> 
dissenters  from  it; -and  an  address  was  appointed  to  be 
drawn  up,  and  presented  to  his  majesty,  with  the  following 
reasons : 

^'  We  have  considered  (say  they)  your  majesty's  declara- 
tion from  Breda,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  a  pro- 
mise, but  a  gracious  declaration  to  comply  with  the  advice 
of  your  parliament,  whereas  no  such  advice  has  been  given.* 
They  who  pretend  a  right  to  the  supposed  promise,  put  the. 
right  into  the  hands  of  their  representatives,  ivho  have 
passed  the  act  of  uniformity.t  If  any  shall  say,  a  right  to 
the  benefit  of  the  declaration  still  remains,  it  tends  to  dis- 
solve the  very  bond  of  government,  and  to  suppose  a  disa- 
bility in  the  whole  legislature  to  make  a  law  contrary  to 
your  majesty's  declaration.    We  have,  also  considered  the 

«  Bapiii»  rel.  «.  p.  S34. 

t  According  to  this  carioas  inode  of  reasoning,  the  aotborltj  of  a  trqst  justifies  the 
abuse  of  it,  and  persons  elected  for  the  general  welfare  are  not  accocftitablfe  for  acting 
cotttnrj  lo  the-iaterfst  of  their  oonstiluents.  Suob  a  poshiun  is  jnst  as  absurd*  to 
nae  the  simile  of  a  late  writer,  as  to  imagine  **  that  physicians,  chosen  to  superintend 
^  and  cure  the  sick  in  hospitals,  have  a  right  to  kill  tSeir  patients  if  ihej  ploii»e.^ 
Secret  History  of  the  ReigB  of  Cbadei  II.  vol.  2.  p.  7,  uote.— .£i>. 

voii.  IV.  2  a 
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nktaire  of  ^lie  Indulgence  piHipbsed,  iAd  ito«  of  o^m(% 
}.  Tiiat  ft  wiU  establieli  sctiism  by  a  law,  and  tnake  tbe 
censures  of  tlie  chu^cli  of  no  eonslderation.  8.  Tbatkis 
tinbecommg  the  wisd^nn  of  parlramefrt  to  pass  a  law  in  one 
session  for  irnifbrmity,  and  in  another  session  to  pass  a  law 
^o  frustrate  or  weaken  it,  the  reasons  «ontinai^  the  sainfe. 
8.  'Hiat  it  will  ex^ofse  your  majeisty  to  the  restless  importU'- 
tijifies  of  every  sect  w)m>  shall  dis^etit  from  the  established 
dhopclh  4.  That  it  witl  increase  sectaries^  which  will  woakeii 
the  l^rotestant  profession,  and  be  trou^blesome  to  the  go* 
Verikne^t ;  .rfnd  ih  time -some  |>revatent  sect  may^ofrtend  for 
fah  efsfttblishnfreftt  which  may  edd  in  Popery.  6.  That  it  is 
nnprecedenfted,  and  may  take  away  the  m^ns  of  convicting 
t^ecusa'hts;  0.  That  the  indulgence  proposed  will  not  tend 
16 the  pleace^  bat  -to  the <Mstorbance,  of  the  kingdom;  tire 
best  Way  l^h^^refore  to  produce  a  settled  peace  is  to  press  vi- 
gorously ihe  act  of  uniformfity." 

Thereader  willjudge  of  the  force  of  these  reasons^  which, 
ih  iny  cfpi^ion,  would  justify  the  severest  persecution  in  the 
world ;  however,  the  king;  was  convinced  with  a  sum  of 
money-,  and  therefore  made  no  other  reply,  but  that  he  had 
been  iH  trnderstood.  The  house  then  addressed  htm  to 'put 
the  laws  in  execution  against  Papists ;  and  a  proclamation 
Svfes  issued  out  for  that  purpose,  but  little  regarded.  How- 
ever, trhi^  opposition  to  the  king  and  the  Roman  Catlbolies 
by  lord  Clarendon,  and  his  friends  in  the  bouse  of  common^, 
laid  the  feuhdation  of  his  impeachment  the  next  year,  and 
of  %is  ruin  some 'time  after.  Bishop  Kennet  admits,  that  the 
king  w^  inclined  to  a  general  indulgence,*  ^'  though  whe* 
flieir  it  Was  ftbtn  his  good-tiature,  or  a  secret  inclination 
to  Introduce  Popery, 'is  not^ery  decent  to  determine;"  but 
both  hte  and  Echard^re  of  6pInion,t  "that  the  king's  d«« 
hrehcy  hardened  the  di^enters  against  the cbhreh ;  whereas, 
if  they  had  lost  all  diep^ndance  onu  court-ltiterest,  and  bad 
found'the  king  and  his  ttiinistry  intent  Upon  I3ie  strict  exe- 
tution-of  the  act  of  iinifbrm!ty,'most  of  th6m  (sayth^y)  would 
at  this  juncture  have'  -conrformed."  A  notorious  mistake ! 
the  contrary  to  this  being  evident  to  a  demonsibratitm 
throughout  the  course  of  this  reign.  The  conformity  of  ho- 
nest men  does  not  depend  upon  the  will,  but  the  <undet«tand- 
ipg»  and  it  is  very  uqgenerous  Ut  this  distance  to  iiuiMia^ 
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mtn'B  iBieg^rity,  who  uaderwent  a  ]ong  course  of  the  ee- 
Terest  trials  i^  retain  it. 

Soioeof  tfae  ejected  Presbyterians,  who  were  men  of  piety 
and  learniag,  complied  as  far  as  they  could,  and  made  a  dis- 
tinction between  lay-conformity  and  ministerial^  they  prac- 
tised the  former,  and  went  sometimes  to  their  parish^hurches 
before  or  after  the  exercise  of  their  ministry  in  some  private 
liouses;  and  this,  they  did,  not  for  interest  or  advantage,  but 
U>  all  appearance  to  express  their  Catholicism  and  brotherly 
love.^  Here  was  the  rise  of  occasional  conformity,  practised 
by  Dr.  Bates,  Mr.  Baxter,  and  others,  to  their  death ;  but 
this,  instead  of  being  well  taken,  was  the  occasion  of  brin^ 
mg  some  of  them  into  trouUe;  for  Mr.Calamy,  late  minis- 
ter of  Aldermanbury,  being  at  his  parish-church  December 
S8,  the  preacher  happened  to  disappoint  them  ;  upon  which, 
at  the  importunity  of  the  parishioners,  Mr.  Calamy  went  up 
into  the  pulpit,  and  preached  a  sermon  upon  ^'  Eli's  concern 
for  the  ark  of  God  ;"  a  subject  much  upon  their  thoughts  at 
that  time:  but  this  was  so  highly  resented  at  court,  that  he 
was  sent  to  Newgate  next  week  for  sedition,  in  breaking  the 
king's  la  ws.t  It  was  diufie  in  terrorem,  says  my  author,  but 
there  was  such  a  clamour  among  the  people,  and  such  a  re- 
port of  persons  jof  distinction  to  visit  the  prisoner,  that  his 
^majesty  thought  &t  to  release  him  in  a  few  days,  which  not 
.being  d(me  by  due  course  of  law,  the  commons  resented  it, 
and  presented  an  address,  that  the  laws  for  the  future  might 
^ave  their  free  course.  This  disgusted  the  king,  who  was 
mlling  to  ajsaert  his  prerogative,  and  shew  some  favour  to 
'tjie  Presbyterians,  that  he  might  cover  the  Papists;  but  lord 
.Clarendon,  wlko  was  their  implacable  eqemy,  and  at  the 
.bead  .of  that  party  which  meditated  their  ruin,  opposed  the 
Gourt-measures,  and  encouraged  his  friends  in  both  housee 
tp^bide  by  the  laws.]: 

The  following  summer  [1663]  there  was  a  fresh  discourse 
p(  liberty  for  the  silenced  ministers ;  and  the  court  was  so 
/ar  in  tJbe  design  as  to  encourage  them  to  petition  for  a  ge- 
;i>c|ral  toleration,  insinuating  this  to  be  the  only  way  of  relief, 
,|iQd  that  the  legislature  would  go  on  to  increase  their  bur- 
.4eQS,  ai^  lay  them  in  jails  till:  they  complied.  The  Inde- 
.peadeats  went  up  to  court  tc^  speak  for  themselves,  but  the 

•  Baxter*^  Life,  part  2.  p.  436.    Corapl.  Hist.  p.  267. 
t  Calauj,  Tol.  2.  p.  6.  4  iU^in,  p.  312,  313, 
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Presbyterians  reAised;  yppn  which  Mr.  Baxter  aaya,  the  la- 
dependent  brethren  thought  it  owing  to  them  that  they 
missed  of  their  intended  liberty.*  The  court  being  dis- 
pleased, lord  Clarendon  and  his  friends  took  the  opportunity 
to  awaken  their  resentments,  by  fathering  upon  the  Non* 
conformists  some  new  plots  against  the  government*  There 
was  said  to  be  a  conspiracy  in  the  north  among  the  Repub- 
licans and  Separatists,  to  restore  the  long-parliament^  and 
put  Lambert  and  Ludlow  at  their  head,  though  the  former 
was  shut  up  in  prison  in  a  remote  island,  and  the  other  gone 
into  banishment.  There  had  been  some  unadvised  and  an* 
gry  con  versfation  ampng.th.e  meaner  sort  of  people  of  repub- 
lican principles,  but  it  was  not  pretended  that  afiy  gentle- 
man of  character,  much  less  that  the  body  of  the  English 
Nonconformists,  were  acquainted  with  it;  however,  alK>ut 
twenty  were  tried  and  condemned  at  York  and  Leeds,  and 
several  ^xe^uted.  Some,  very  mean  persons  were  indicted 
at  the  Old-Bailey  for  a  branch  of  the  same  design,  as, 
Tongue,  Phillips,  Stubbes,  Hind,  Sellars,  and  Oibbes :  they 
were  not  tried  separately,  but  set  at  the  bar  together,  and 
condemned  in  the  lump.  It  was  pretended  that  the  fifth-mo»- 
narchy  men,  Anabaptists,  Independents,  and  some  Quakers, 
were  consenting  to  some  desperate  designs*  but  the  authors 
Vfr?re  never  discovered ;  however,  four  of  these  pretended 
conspirators  were  executed,  who  confessed,  at  the  place  of 
execution,  that  they  had  hefard  some  treasonable  expressions 
in  company,  but  denied  to  the  last  that  they  were  acquain#- 
ed  with  any  conspiracy  against  the  king;  and  whoever  reads 
their  trials  wiU  be  inclined  to  think,  that  it  was  a  design  of 
those  who  were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  to  kiflame  the  popu- 
lace against  the  Noncpnformists,  in  order  to  bring  on  them 
gres^ter  severities.f      , 

An  act  was  passed  this  summer  '^  for  the  relief  of  such 
persons  as  by  sickness,  or  other  impediments,  were  disabled 
from  subscribing  the  declaration  in  the  act  of  utiiformity, 
and  explanation  of  the  said  act."  The  preamble  sets  forth, 
*^  that  divers  persons  of  eminent  loyalty,  aiid  known  affection 
to  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  were  out  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  others  by  reason  of  sickness,  disability  of 
body,  or  otherwise,  could  nott  subscribe  within  the  time  li- 
mited, and  were  therefore  disabled,  and  ipsojacio  deprived 

•  Baxter's  Life,  p«rt  2.  p.  430. 433.  '  ' 

t  Xtuet't  Chron.  p.  840,  S41.     Cdanij,  toI.  1.  p.  305.     Rapto,  p.  635. 
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of  (heir  prebendaries,  or  otKer  livings,  therefore  farthef* 
time  is  given  them  to  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord 
next  ensuing  ;  or  if  out  of  England,  forty  days  after  their 
return  :***  which  shews^  that  the  time  limited  by  the  act  of 
uniformity  was  not  sufficient.  The  journal  of  the  house  of 
lords  mentions  a  clause  inserted  by  their  lordships,  explain- 
ing the  subscription  and  declaration  to  relate  only  to  prac- 
tice and  obedrence  to  the  law,  which  passed  the  upper 
house,  though  several  temporal  lords  protested  against  it, 
as  destructive  to  the  church  of  England;  however,  when  it 
came  down  to  the  commons,  the  clause  was  rejected,  and 
the  lords  did  not  think  fit  to  insist  upon  its  being  restored.f 
'  While  the  parliament  were  relieving  the  loyalists,  they, 
increased  the  burdens  of  the  Nonconformists  ;  for  under  co- 
lour of  the  late  pretended  plots,  they  passed  an  act  for' sup- 
pressing seditious  conventicles;  the  preamble  to  which  hav- 
ing set  forth,  that  the  sectaries,  under  pretence  of  tender 
consciences,  at  tHeir  meetings  had  contrived  insurrections, 
the  act  decliares  the  35th  of  queen  Elizabeth  to  be  in  fall 
Ibrce,  which  condemns  all  persons  refusing  peremptorily  to 
come  to  church,  after  conviction,  to  banishment,  and  in  case 
of  return  to  death,  without  benefit  of  clergy.  It  enacts  far- 
ther,t  **  that  if  any  pei^on  above  the  age  of  sixteen,  after 
the  first  of  July  1664,  shall  be  present  at  any  meeting, 
iinder  colour  or  pretence  of  any  exercise  of  religion,  in  other 
manner  than  is  allowed  by  the  liturgy  or  practice  of  the 
church  of  England,  where  shall  b6  fiveor  more  persons  than 
the  household,  shall  for  the  first  oflencesufier  three  fnonthis* 
imprisonment,  upon  record  made  upon  oath  under  the  hand 
and  seal  of  a  justice  of  peace,  or  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
pounds ;  for  the  second  offence  six  months^  imprisontiient,  or 
ten  pounds  ;  and  for  the  third  offence  the  offender  to  be  ba- 
nished to  some  of  the  American  plantations  for  seven  y^ars, 
excepting  New-England  and  Virginia,  or  pay  one  hundred 
poundd;'and  in  case  they  return,  or  make  their  escape,  such' 
persons  are  to  be  adjudged  felons,  and  suffer  death  without 
benefit  of  clergy,    Sheriffs^  or  justioes  of  peace^  or  othera 

•  15C«r.  IT.cap.6, 

t  **  Thas  it  is  the  declared  s^nse  of  the  legislature,  t^aLtheoofeigned  assent  and 
conseot  relates  not  onlj  to  the  ose,  l>yt  to  the  inward  and  entire  approbation  of  all 
%nd  every  thing  m  expresMd.  in  tbe  sobaoription/'  Fo«ler*s  French  Constitoli^^ 
p.  S5?,  note. 

t  t6  C«.  If.  eap.  4, 
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eoininhsioned  by  tbeoi,  are  empowered  to  dissolve,  didsi- 
pate,  and  break  up,  all  unlawful  conventicles,  and  to  take 
into  custody  such  of  their  number  as  they  think  fit.  They 
who  snflTer  such  conventicles  in  their  houses, or  barns  are 
liable  to  the  same  forfeitures  as  other  offenders.  The  pro- 
secution is  to  be  within  three  months.  Married  women  taken 
at  conventicles  are  to  be  imprisoned  for  twelve  months^  ttn'> 
less  their  husbands  pay  forty  shillings  for  their  redemption* 
This  act  to  continue  in  force  for  three  years  after  the  next 
session  of  parliament." 

This  was  a  terrible  scourge  over  the  laity,  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  single  justice  of  peace,  without  the  verdict  of  a 
jury,  the  oath  of  the  informer  being  sufficient.  The  design 
of  the  parliament  (says  Rapin)  was  to  drive  them  to  despair^ 
and  to  force  them  into  real  crimes  against  the  government* 
By  virtub  of  this  act  the  jails  in  the  several  counties  were 
quickly  filled  with  dissenting  Protestants,  while  the  Papists 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  covered  under  the  wing  of  the 
prerogative.  I^ome  of  the  ministers  who  west  to  church  in 
8ermon«time,  were  disturbed  for  preaching  to  a  few  of  their 
parishioners  after  the  public  service  was  over;  their  houses 
were  broke  open,  and  their  hearers  taken  into  custody ;  war- 
rants were  issued  out  for  levying  30/.  on  the  ministeri 
SOL  upon  the  house,  and  5^.  upon  each  hearer.  If  the  mo- 
ney was  not  immediately  paid,  there  was  a  seizure  of  their 
effects,  the  goods  and  wares  were  taken  out  of  the  shops; 
and  in  the  country,  cattle  were  driven  away  and  sold  for 
half  the  value.  If  the  seizure  did  not  answer  the  fine,  the 
minister  and  people  were  hurried  to  prison,  and  held  under 
close  confinement  for  three  or  six  months.  The  trade  of  aa 
informer  began  to'  be  very  gainful,  by  the  encouragement 
of  the  spiritual  courts.  At  every  quarter-sessions  several 
were  fined  for  not  coming  to  church,  and  others  excommu- 
nicated :  nay,  some  have  been  sentenced  to  abjure  the  realm^ 
and  fined  in  a  sum  much  larger  than  all  they  were  worth  ia 
the  world. 

Before  the  con  venticle^act  took  place  the  laity  were  coura* 
geous,*  and  exhorted  their  ministers  to  preach  till  they  went 
to  prison ;  but  when  it  came  hoipe  to  themselves,  and  they 
had  been  once  in  jail,  they  began  to  be  more  cautious,  an4 
consulted  among  themselves,  how  to  avoid  the  edge  of  the^ 

*  Baxter's  Lifei  part  f .  p.  456. 
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law  in  the  test  maBper  th^y  eoi|ld ;  for  this  purpose  their 
fUfiiemblies  were  frequently  b^l4  at  ipidDight,  an^  iu  the 
roost  private  places ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  Iheir  cavr 
tion^they  ^ere  frequently  disturbed;  but  it  is  remarkabl^^ 
that  under  all  their  hardships  they  n^ver  made  the  least  rer 
sistaDce)  but  went  quietly  a^ofig  with  the  soldiers  QrofDcers, 
when  they  could  not  fly  from  them.  The  distress  of  sp  m^ny 
families  made  some  coufinet  themselyes  within  tb^ir  9w^ 
bouses,  some  remove  to  the  plantations,  ^nd  others  baye 
recourse  to  occasional  conformity,  to  avoid  the  penalty  for 
not  coming  to  church ;  but  the;  Independents,  Anabaptista, 
and  Qua^kerSi  declined  the  practice,  for  they  said>  If  perse- 
cation  was  the  mark  of  a  false  church,  it  must  be  absolutely 
unlawful  to  join  with  one  that  was  so  notoriously  guilty. 

Indeed  the  Quakers  gloried  in  their  suflTerings,  apd  were 
8Q  resolute  as  to  assemble  openly  at  the  Bull-aiui-Mouth 
near  Aldersgate^*  from  whence  the  soldiers  and  other  offi- 
cers dragged  them  to  prison,  till  Newgate  was  filledj^and 
multitudes  died  by  close  confinement  in  the  several  j^ill^ 
The  account  published  about  this  tim^  says,  there  were  six 
hundred  of  them  in  prison,  merely  for  religion's  sake,of  >ybQ|i| 
aeveral  were  banished  to  the  plantations.  Sometimeis  th^ 
Quakers  met  and  continued  silent,  upon  which  it  was  quesr 
tioned,  whether  such  an  assembly  was  a  conventicle  for  re- 
ligious exercise ;  and  when  some  were  tried  for  it  in  orde^ 
4o  bstnishment,  they  were  acquitted  of  the  banishment,  and 
came  off  with  a  fine»  which  they  seldom  paid,  and  were 
therefore  continued,  in  prison.t  In  short  the  Qua^rs 
about  London  gave  such  full  employment  to  the  informers, 
that  they  had  less  leisure  iq  attend  the  meetii^  of  othe^r 
dissenters. 

So  great  was  the  severity  of  these  times,  and  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  thejiistices,  that  many  were  afraid  to  pray  if 
their  families,  if  above  four  of  tbeiri^cquaintance  who  cam^ 
9nly  to  visit  them  were  present-  Some  families  scruple^ 
asking  a  blessing  op  their  meat,  if  five  strangers  were  a)t 
'table.  In  London,  where  the  houses  join,  it  was  thought 
the  law  mijght  be  evaded  if  the  people  m,et  in  several  bpuses, 
and  heard  the  minister  through  a  window  or  bole  in  th^ 
wall;  but  it  seems  this  was  overruled^  the  determinatioi^ 
being  (as  has  been  observed)  in  the  breast  of  a  si^gl^  merr 

•  Sewpl,p.^,  .        .1  Baxter'*  lafe,  pM  2.  p.  456.  -.      .7 
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cenary  justice  of  peace.  And  while  conscientious  people 
^ere  thus  oppressed,  the  common  people  gave  themselves 
up  to  drunkenness,  profane  swearing,  gaming,  lewdnesis,  and 
all  kinds  of  debauchery,  which  brought  down  the  judgments 
of  Heaven  upon  the  nation. 

The  first  general  calamity  that  befel  the  kingdom,  was  a 
war  with  the  Dutch,  which  the  king  entered  into  this  winter 
by  the  instigation  of  the  young  French  monarch  Lewis  XI  V< 
^ho,  being  grown  rich  by  a  long  peace,  sought  for  an  op** 
portunity  to  make  new  conquests  in  the  Spanish  Flanders; 
for  this  purpose  he  engagedgthe  maritime  powers  in  a  war, 
that  by  weakening  each^  other's  hands  they  might  not  be  at 
leisure  to  assist  the  Spaniards  whom  he  intended  to  attack. 
The  English  made  complaints  of  the  encroachments  of  the 
Dutch  upon  their  tr£|de,  and  indignities  offered  to  his  ma- 
jesty's  subjects  in  India,  Africa,  and  elsewhere;  the  French 
promoted  these  misunderstandings,  and  promised  to  supply 
the  king  with  what  sums  of  money  he  wanted ;  till  at  length 
war  was  proclaimed  February  S2,  1664 — 5,  in  the  course 
of  which  sundry  bloody  engagements  happened  at  sea ;  the 
two  nations  were  drained  of  their  blood  and  their  treasure^ 
and  the  Protestant  interest  almost  ruined,  while  the  French 
were  little  more  than  spectators.  The  war  continued  about 
two  years  and  a  half,  and  then  ended  with  no  manner  of  ad- 
vantage to  either  nation, 

[In  the  year  1663  there  was  obtained,  by  the  interest  of 
1M[r.  Baxter  and  Mr.  Ashiirst  with  the  lord-chancellor  Hydoji 
a  charter  for  the  incorporating  "  A  society  or  company  for 
propagation  of  the  gospel  in  New-England,  and  the  parts 
'adjacent  in  America.''  Such  a  society  had  been  formed 
u(ider  the  sanction  of  an  act  of  parliament  in  1646 :  and,  by 
a  collection  made  in  all  the  parishes  in  England,  there  had 
been  raised  a  sum  sufficient  to  purchase  an  estate  in  land  of 
letween  500  and  600/,  a  year.  Upon  the  restoration  of 
king  Charles  II.  the  charter  became  void,  and  colonel  Bed- 
dingfield,  a  Roman-Catholic  officer  in  the  army,  of  whom  a 
considerable  part  of  the  land  was  bought,  seized  it  for  hi? 
own  use;  pretending  he  had  sold  it  under  the  value,  in 
liopes  of  recovering  it  upon  the  king's  return.  The  society, 
being  re-established,  at  great  trouble  and  expense,  were 
again  put  in  possession  of  the  estate  by  a  decree  of  chancery^ 
which  the  honourable  Mr.  Boyle  was  very  instrumental  in 
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Obtaining.     He  was  appointed  the  first  governor  of  the 
Company,* 

On  the  4th  of  June  this  year  died,  aged  eighty-one.  Dr. 
William  Juxon,  archbishop  of  Canterbui;y,  whose  elevation 
to  the  post  of  lord-high^treasurer  of  England  and  other  early 
preferments  have  been  mentioned  before,  vol.  2.  p.  350.  He 
was  born  in  Chichester,  received  his  grammar-learning  at 
Merchant  Tailors'-school,  became  fellow  of  St.  John's  col- 
lege Oxford  in  1598,  and  bachelor  of  the  civil  law  in  1603, 
being  ^bout  that  time  a  student  in  Grey's-inn.  Soon  after 
he  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  in  1609  was  made  vicar  of 
St.  Giles,  Oxford.  In  1626  he  executed  the  office  of  vice- 
chancellor.  After  the  death  of  Charles  I.  he  retired  to  his 
paternal  manor  of  Little-Compton  in. Gloucestershire,  and 
devoted  himself  to  liberal  studies.  On  the  Restoration^ 
he  was  advanced,  September  4, 1660,  to  the  see  of  Canterbury. 
He  was  buried  with  great  fuqeral  pomp  in  St.  John's  college, 
Oxon.  He  is  said  to  have  acted,  at  a  very  critical  time,  with 
SL  prudence,  moderation,  and  integrity,  which  enmity  could 
iiot  impeach  in  his  arduous  office  as  high-treasurer.  He  left 
many  monuments  of  his  munificence  and  liberality.  <^  The 
mildness  of  his  temper,  the  gentleness  of  bis  manners,  and 
the  integrity  of  bis  life  (says  Mr.  Granger),  gained  him  uni- 
versal esteem ;  and  even  the  betters  of  prelacy  could  never 
bate  Juxon/*t 

Mr.  Henry  Jessey,  an  eminent  divine  among  the  Puritans, 
died  also  on  the  4th  of  September  this  year.  He  was  born 
on  the  3d  of  September  1601,  at  West-Row  ton,  near  Cleve- 
land in  Yorkshire,  where  his  father  was  minister.  At  seven-^ 
teen  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  St.  John's  college  in  Cam* 
bridge;  he  continued  six  years  at  the  university,  where  he 
l^ommenced  first  bachelor,  then  master  of  arts.  In  1633 
4ied  his  father,  who  had  hitherto  supplied  him  according  to 
his  ability ;  which  event  left  him  in  such  strait  circumstances, 
that  he  had  not  above  three-pence  a  day  for  his  maintenance, 
yet  he  so  economically  managed  this  small  pittance,  as  to 
spare  some  of  it  for  hiring  booHs.  He  pursued  his  studies 
with  diligence,  and,  not  contenting  himself  with  the  ipse 
dixit  of  authority,  be  investigated  science  freely.    He  left 

*  NeaVs  Hiftory  of  New^EiiglaDd,  toI.  1.  p,  f6S. 

t  Granger's  History  of  Englaod,  to|.  2.  p.  109. 154.  Woo(|*s  Athen.  Oxon.  vol. 
9.  p.  ^6«,  603;  and  RMiardion  df  Friosalibas,  p.  1$9. 
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the  university  well  Yer^A  in  tbe  Hebrew  ^nd  tbe  wr itingf^ 
of  the  rabbles,  with  a  knowledge  of  Syriac  and  Cbaldeei^ 
Daring  this  period  bis  mind  imbibed  a  strong  sense  of  re- 
ligion, and  he  determined  to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry^ 
He  spent  nine  years^  after  leaving  tbe  univeraity^^  as  chapr 
la|in  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Brampton  Gurdoii^  at  As^ingtoa 
in  Sufiblk^  improving  his  time,  and,  among  other  studies, 
giving  his  attention  to  physic«  In  1627  he  received  epis- 
copal ordination,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept 
any  promotion  until  1633,  when  the  living  of  Aughton,  in 
Yorkshire,  was  given  to  him.  But  he  was  removed  the  very 
next  year  for  not  using  the  ceremonies,  and.  for  taking  down 
a  crucifix.  On  this  be  was  received  into  tbe  farniiy  of  sir 
Matthew  Bointon  in  the  same  county,  and  preached  fre- 
quently at  two  parishes  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  1635, 
ac(^Qmpanying  his  patron  to  London,  he  was  invited  to  b^ 
pastor  of  the  congregation  formed  in  1616  by  Mr.  Henry 
Jacob ;  this  bis  modesty  led  him  to  decline  for  some  tim^, 
but,  after  many  prayers  and  much  consideration,  he  accept- 
ed the  invitation,  and  continued  in  this  post  till  his  death, 
Soon  after,  the  sentiments  of  the  Baptists  were  embraced 
by  many  of  this  society.  This  put  bin  upon  studying  ihe 
controversy ;  and  the  result  was,  that  after  great  delibera- 
tion, many  prayers,  and  frequent  conferences  with  pious  and 
learned  friends,  he  altered  his  sentiments,  first  cpncerning 
the  mode,  aud  then  the  subjects^  of  baptism.  But  be  main- 
tained the  same  temper  of  friendship  and  charity  towards 
other  Christians,  not  only  as  to  conversation,  but  church- 
communion.  When  he  visited  the  churches  in  the  north 
and  west  of  England,  he  laboured  to  promote  the  spirit  of 
love  and  union  among  them,  and  was  a  principal  person  in 
setting  up  aod  maintaining,  for  some  tinie»  a  meeting  of 
SQme  eminent  men  of  each  denomination  in  London.  He 
divided  his  labours  according  to  the  liberality  of  his  temper. 
In  the  afternoon  of  every  Lord's  day  he  was  among  his  owi> 
.  ppople.  In  the  morning  be  usually  preached  at  St.  George's 
church,  Southwark,  and  once  in  the  week  at  Ely-house,  and 
at  the  Savoy  to  jthe  maimed  soldiers.  The  rnaster  study  of 
his  life  was  a  new  translation  of  tbe  Bible;  in  this  design 
he  engaged  the  assistance  of  many  persons  of  note.  It  was 
almost  completed,  when  the  great  turn  given  to  puMic 
affairs  at  the  Restoration  rendered  it  abortive.  The  beneyq^ 
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leMefof  his  exertians  formed  a  most  distinguishing  trait  in 
his  character.  He  chose  a  single  life,  that  he  might  be  more 
at  liberty  for  such  labours.  Besides  his  own  alms,  he  was 
a  constant  solicitor  and  agent  for  the  poor,  and  carried  about 
with  him  a  list  and  description  of  the  most  peculiar  objects 
of  charity  which  he  knew.  Thirty  families  had  all  their 
subsistence  from  him.  Bnt  his  charity  was  not  limited  to 
his  own  congregation :  and  where  he  thought  it  no  charity 
to  give;  he  would  often  lend  without  interest  or  security. 
One  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  his  charity  which 
had  scarcely  a  precedent^  was  what  he  shewed  to  the  poor 
Jews  at  Jerusalem,  who  by  a  war  between  the  Swedes  und 
Poles,  which  cut  off  their  subsistence  from  their  rich  bre- 
thren in  other  countries^  were  reduced  to  great  extremities. 
Mr.  Jessey  collected  for  them  300L  and  sent  with  it  letters 
with  a  view  to  their  conversion  to  Christianity.  In  the 
year  1630  he  had  written  a  treatise  to  remove  their  preju- 
dices,  and  convince  them  of  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus,  re« 
commended  by  several  of  the  assembly  of  divines^  and  after- 
ward  translated  into  Hebrew  to  be  dispersed  among  the 
Jews  of  all  nations.  He  was  exposed  to  a  great  number  of 
visitors ;  which  occasioned  him  to  have  it  written  over  his 
study-door; 

AMICB,  QUISQUIS  HUC  ADES; 
AUT  A6ITO  FAUCIS,  AUT  ABI, 
AUT  MB  LABORANTEM  ADJOVA. 

WHATEVER  FRIEND  COMES  HITHER,      « 

DISPATCH  IN  BRIEF,  OR  GO, 

OR  HELP  ME  BUSIED  TOO.  H.  J. 

When  he  went  long  journeys,  he  laid  down  rules  to  regulate 
the  conversation  for  his  fellow-travellers,  which  were  en« 
forced  by  sinall  pecuniary  mulcts  on  the  violation  of  them< 
He  was  meek  and  humble,  and  very  plain  in  speech,  dress, 
and  demeanour.  He  was  so  great  a  scripturist,  that  if  one 
began  to  rehearse  any  passage/ he  could  go  on  with  it,  and 
name  the  book,  chapter,  and  verse,  where  it  might  be  found.. 
The  original  languages  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
were  as  familiar  to  him  as  his  mother-tongue.  He  was 
several  times  apprehended  at  meetings  for  religious  wor- 
ship. Upon  the  Restoration  he  was  ejected  from  his  living 
at  St.  George^s,  silenced  from  his  ministry,  and  committed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364  HISTORY    OF 

to  prison.  Aboat  five  or  six  months  after  his  last  release, 
he  died  full  of  peace  and  joy ;  lamented  by  persons  of  dit 
,  ferent  persuasions,  several  thousands  of  whom  attended  his 
funeral.  Crosby's  History  of  the  Baptists^  vol.  1.  p.  307-^ 
321.  Palmer'sNonconformists*  Memorial,  vol.1,  p.  108—1 13. 
The  Life  and  Death  of  Mr.  Jessey,  1671 ;  where  are  the 
letters  written  to  the  Jews,  remarks  on  our  translation  of 
the  Bible,  and  rules  for  a  new  version. — Ed.] 
*  The  next  judgment  which  befel  the  nation  wals  the  most 
dreadful  plague  that  had  been  known  within  the  memory  of 
inan.  This  was  preceded  by  an  unusual  drought ;  the  mea- 
dows were  parched  and  burnt  up  like  the  highways,  inso* 
much  that  there  was  no  food  for  the  cattle,  which  occasion- 
ed first  a  murrain  among  them,  and  then  a  general  contagion 
among  the  human  species,  which  increased  in  the  city  and 
suburbs  of  London  until  eight  or  ten  thousand  died  in  a 
week.*  The  richer  inhabitants  fled  into  the  remoter  coun-i 
ties;  but  the  calamities  of  those  who  stayed  behind,  and  of 
the  poorer  sort,  are  not  to  be  expressed.  Trade  was  at  a 
full  stand ;  all  commerce  between  London  and  the  country 
was  entirely  cut  oif,  lest  the  infection  should  be  propagated 
thereby.  Nay,  the  country  house-keepers  and  farmers  durst 
not  entertain  their  city  friends  or  relations  till  they,  bad 
performed  quarantine  in  the  fields  w  oul-hQUses.  If  a 
stranger  passed  through  the  neighbourhood,  tbey  fled  from 
him  as  an  enemy.  In  London  the  shops  and  bouses  were 
quite  shut  up,  and  many  of  them  marked  with  a  red  cross, 
and  an  inscription  over  the  dppr»  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us !  grass  grew  in  the  streetjs  ;  s^nd  every  night  the  bellman 
went  his  rounds  with  a  cart,  crying,  Bring  out  your  dead. 
From  London  the  plague  spread  into  the  neighbouring  towns 
and  villages,  and  continued  near  three  quarters  of  a  year, 
till  it  had  swept  away  almost  one  hundred  thousand  op  th^ 
inhabitants^ 

*  Dr.  Grey  has  iolroduced  here  a  foil  aod  afiVetwi^^  narrative  ef  tlie  progress  of 
tbiet  calaiuily,  and  of  the  mortality  It  produced  ;  drawn  up  by  the  pen  of  Mr.  Vincent, 
one  who  charitably  gave  bis  abHiHtance  at  that  time,  an  copied  by  Dr.  Calamy,  in  his 
Coiitinaatiun,  p.  S3.  It  waa  qxaal  for  people,  as  they  went  abuat  tbeir  baainess,  t» 
drop  down  in  the  street.  A  bagpiper,  wbo,  excesMively  overcome  with  liqaor,  had 
AiHen  dowa  and  ^ay  asleep  in  the  street,  was' taken  up,  and  thrown  into  a  caH,  and 
betimes  the  next  woniiiig  carried  away  with  some  dead  bodies.  At  day-break  h^ 
awoke,  and  rising  began  to  play  a  tone:  which  so  sarprised  those  who  drove  the 
Qart,  and  coold  see  nothing  disliootlj,  that  in  a  fright  Ihey  Itetook  them  fo  tbeir.beek, 
and  would  h«ve  it  they  had  taken  up  the  devil  in  the  disgoiso  of  a  dead  ma^..  Sic 
John  Reretby  •  Memoirs,  p.  10,  11.— Es. 
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Some  of  the  established  clergy,  with  a  corii men^able  £eal, 
ventured  to  eontinae  in  their  stations,  and  preach  to  their 
parishioners  throughout  the  course  of  the  plague,  as  Dr. 
Walker,  Dr.  Horton,  Dr.  Meriton,  and  a  few  others  ;*  but 
-most  of  them  fled,  and  deserted  their  parishes  at  a  time 
when  their  assistance  was  most  wanted;  upon  this  some  of 
the  ejected  ministers  ventured  to  preach  in  the  vacant  pul* 
pits,  imagining  that  so  extraordinary  a  case  would  justify 
their  disregard  to  the  laws.  The  ministers  who  embarked 
in  this  service  were,  the  reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Vincent,  Mr. 
Chester,  Mr.  Janeway,  Mr.  Turner,  Grimes,  Franklin,  and 
others.  The  fiice  of^eatb,  and  the  arrows  that  fled  among 
the  people  in  darkness  at  noon-day,  awakened  both  preachers 
and  hearers:  muny  who  were  at  church  one  day  were 
thrown  into  their  graves  the  next;  the  cry  of  great  num- 
bers was^  *^  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  V  A  mol*e  awful 
time  England  had  never  seen* 

Bnt  it  will  amaze  airposterity,that  in  a^timebotfa  of  war 
and  pestilence,  and  when  the  Nonconformist  ministers  were 
hazarding  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  souls  of  the  dis-^ 
tressed  and  dying  citizens  of  London,  that  the  prime-minis- 
ter and  his  creature8,f  instead  of  mourning  for  the  nation's 
sins/and  meditating  a  reformation  of  manners^  should  pour 
out  all  their  vengeance  upon  the  Nonconformists,  in  order 
to  make  their  condition  more  insupportable.  One  would 
have  thought  such  a  judgment  from  Heaven,  and  such  a  ge- 
nerous compassion  in  the  ejected  ministers,  should  have 
softened  the  hearts  of  their  most  cruel  enemies.;  but  the 
Presbyterians  must  be  crushed,  in  defiance  of  the  rebukes 
of  Providence.  Bishop  Kennet  and  Mr.  Echard  would  ex>- 
cuse  the  nnnistry,  by  alleging,  that  some  of  the  old  Olt- 
verian  officers  were  enlisted  in  the  Dutch  service ;{;  which, 
if  true,  was  nothing  to  the  body  of  the  Presbyterians,  though 
lord  Clarendon  did  what  he  could  to  incense  the  parlia- 
ment, and  make  them  believe  they  were  in  confederacy  with 
the  enemies  of  the  government.  In  his  harangue  to  the 
bouse,  he  says  ''  their  countenances  were  more  erect,  and 
more  insolent,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  than*  before ; 
that  they  were  ready,  if  any  misfortune  had  befallen  the 
king's  fleet,  to  have  brought  the  war  into  our  fields  and 

*  Ba\t«r't  Life,  part  3.  p.  2.  t  Ibid,  part  5.  p.  5. 

;  Eokard,  p.  824. 
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boases.  Tka  liorrid  srarderers  of  our  late  toyal  amster 
kave  been  received  into  (he  most  sacred  covuiciU  in  Hpl* 
land ;  and  other  infamons  persons  of  our  luitioB  are  admitted 
to  a  share  in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  with  liberal  peu- 
sions.  Too  many  of  his  majesty's  subjects  haf e  been  en- 
listed in  their  service  fi>r  a  maintenance.  Their  friends  at 
iiome  made  no  doubt  of  doings  the  business  themselves^  if 
they  could  pitch  upon  a  lucky  day  to  begin  the  work.  If 
you  carefully  provide  for  suppressing  your  anemies  at  home, 
you  will  find  your  enemies  abroad  more  inclined  to  peace — '* 
Is  it  possible  that  such  a  speech  could  proceed  from  the  lips 
of  a  wise  and  fiiithful  counsellor,  who  was  to  ask  for  money 
to  carry  on  the  war  ?  Could  the  chancellor  thinks  that  the 
way  to  conquer  abroad  was  to  divide  and  harass  the  king!s. 
subjects  at  home,  in  the  midst  of  the  distress  of  a  terrible 
plague  ?  He  confessed  afterward,  that  he  was  most  averse 
to  this  war,  and  abhorred  it  from  his  very  soul;  and  yet  he 
makes  a  handle  of  it  to  rain  down  vengeance  oa  tlie  Pres- 
b3rterian8y  who  had  no  concern  in  it ;  but  it  happened  to 
them  as  in  Popish  countries  ;  when  any  geberal  calamity 
befals  the  people,  it  is  imputed  to  too  great  an  indulgence 
to  heretics,  and  the  vengeance  is  returned  upon  their  beads.* 
Bishop  Burnet  is  of  opinion  that  the  Oxford  act  was  rather 
owing  to  the  liberty  the  Nonoonformists  took  in  their  serr 
inons  to  complain  of  tbefrownhardships,  and  to  Ument  the 
Tices  of  the  court,  as  the  causes  of  the  present  calamities. 
And  supposing  this  to  be  true,  Uieir  complaints  were  n<4 
without  reason. 

However,  the  load  was  to  lie  on  the  dissenting  ministers, 
and  therefore  an  act  was  brought  into  the  bouse  to  banish 
them  from  their  friends,  which  had  the  royal  assent,  Oc- 
tober 31, 1665.  It  was  entitled,  '*  An  act  to  Kesrtrain  <Noiv- 
conformists  from  inhabiting  corporations ;"  the  preamble 
to  which  sets  forth^  *^  that  divers  parsons,  and  others  ip 
holy  orders,  not  having  subscribed  the  act  of  uniformity, 
have  taken  upon  them  to  pres^h  in  ualawful  assemblies, 
:and  to  instil  the  poiscmous  principles  of  schism  and  rebellion 
into  the  hearts  of  his  majesty^s  subjects,  to  the  great  danger 
of  the  church  and  kingdom.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  tfaaA 
^11  such  Nonconformist  ministers  shall  take  tbe  fpUowing 
oath  :  I  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  it  is  not  lawful  upon  any  pre- 

•  Bchwr(l,p.  846. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Tl»£   PVRtTAKS.  307 

*t«i^ce  wli&l8d^v«r»  to  take  ftrtfis  «^tnst  the  king;*  »Qd 
•that  I  do  abhi^r  that  traitorous  position  of  taking  arms  by 
Ills  authority,  a^atfifH:  his  porson^  or  against  those  that  aro 
commissioned  %y  him,  im  p»rsuainice  ofsach  comwiissions ; 
and  that  I  Will  not  at  any  time  ^endeavour  any  alteration  of 
governmeTit  eittier  in  churcii  or  slate.  A>nd  all  such  Noa*- 
vonformist  Ani^isters  s1ia41>notaftefrthe34t4i  of  March,  16619> 
'unless  in  passihg  the  read,  cowie,  or  be  within  five  miles  of 
any  ttty,  town  cotpo^ate,  or  berovgli^  that  sends  burgesses 
to  parlffiment ;  or  withiti  £ve  miles  of  any  parish,  town,  or 
'place,  wherein  they  have  since  the  act  of  dbtiyion  beeB 
l^arson,  vicar,  or  lecturer,  &c.  or  where  tbey  have  preaehed 
in  any  conveh%i6le  on  any  "pretence  whatsoever,  before  they 
have  taken  and  subscribed  the  aforesaid  oath  before  the 
Jnstices  of  peace  at  their  quartor-sessions  &r  t4ie  county,  in 
x>pen  court;  upon  forfeiture  for «very  such  offence  of  the  > 
sum  of  fc^rty  poinds,  one  third  to  the  king,  another  third  t« 
the  poor,  and  a  third  to  bim  that  shall  sue  for  it.  And 
it  is  fatllfel*'e'naetedj  that  s^uch^as  shall  refuse  the  oath*afor««- 
«aid  shall 'be  ^incapable  of  teaching  any  public  or  privajfee 
8c!hools,  <or  of  ^taking  any  boarder^t  or  tablers  to  be  taught  or 
instrue^ed,  under  pain  of  forty  pounds>  to  be  distributed  as 
above.  Any  two  justices  of  peace,  upon  oath  made  before 
them  of  any  offence  committed  against  this  act,  are  emT 
powered  to  'commit  the  offender  to  prison  for  six  montltty 
without  bail  or  mainprize." 

'  The  earl  of  Sotfthampton,  lord  Wharton,  Ashley,  I>r. 
Carl  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  others,  vehemently  opposed 
'this  bill,  out  of  compassion  to  the  Nonconformists,  and  as  it 
enforced  an  ^ihlawful  and  unjustifiable  oath ^  which  (as  tha 
«ar1  of  Southampton  observed)  no  honest  man  could  tak«  $ 
but  the  ^madness  of  the  times  .prevailed  against  all  reas«m 
und  humanity  4  The  promoters  of  the  act  were,  lcard*chaia- 
'cellor  Clarendon,  ai^chbishop  Sheldon,  Ward  the  n^w 
lii^bop  of  Salisbury,  and  their  tereatures^  with  adl  that  w«ra 

'  ^  A  project  >^«8  fbrtnud  of  nopqaing^  ibts  cUpse  on  (he  wholo  nfeUoo,  bj  requrin|f 
this  ofttfa  of  everj  subject.  The  point  was  m  near  being  carried,  that  the  bill  broaghi 
In  for  ttie'ftnrpose  wilra  rejected  by  three  toices  onlj.  Secret  History  of  th«  Itefga 
Df  Charles  IJ;  voU  ft.  p.  173,iiote.— Ed. 

t  "  Tbi«-act  seemed  (it  is  justly  observed)  to  be  the  last  step  in  the  climax  of  in- 
tolerance; fot'to'dieprive  tnen  of  the  means  of'sabsistenee  implies  mor^  deKbemt^ 
Grnelty,  thongh  it  does  not  excite  so  mooh  horror  as  fire  and  fagots."  Secret  Hi«- 
lorjr  of  ilie  Reign  of  Chiirles  II..  vol.  2.  p.  171 ,  nole.--»Bl>; 

t  Bttnter/pait  S.-p^  9.  ^Burnet,  Toi.  1.  p.  ^99. 
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seeret  iavourerd  of  Popery,  says  bisbop  Bornet.  It  was 
moved  that  the  word  legally  might  be  inserted  in  the  oath, 
before  the  word  **  commissioned ;"  and  that  before  the  words 
.  ''endeavoured  to  change  the  government/'  might  be  inserted 
the  word  unlawfully ;  but  all  amendments  were  rejected  ;* 
bowever,  Bridgman,  .chief-justice  of  the  common-pleas,  de- 
claring that  the  oath  must  be  so  understood.  Dr.  Bates  and 
about  twenty  others  took  it,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
sedition ;  but  they  had  sucb  a  lecture  afterward  from  the 
bench  for  their  scruples,  that  they  repented  of  what  they 
bad  done  before  they  went  out  of  court.  Mr.  Howe,  and 
about  twelve  in  Devonshire^  and  a  few  in  Dorsetshire,  took 
the  oath  with  a  declaration  in  what  sense  and  with  what 
limitations  they  understood  it."t 

But  the  body  of  the  Nonconformist  ministers  refused  the 
oath,  choosing  rather  to  forsake  their  habitations,  their  re- 
lations, and  friends,  and  all  visible  support,  than  destroy  the 
peace  of  their  consciences.  Those  ministers  who  had  some 
little  estate  or  substance  of  their  own,  retired  to  some  re- 
mote and  obscure  villages,  or  such  little  market-towns  as 
were  not  corporations,  and  more  than  five  miles  from  the 
places  where  they  had  preached  ;  but  in  many  counties  it 
was  difficult  to  find  sucb  places. of  retirement;  for  either 
there  were  no  houses  untenanted,  or  they  were  annexed  tQ 
farms  which  the  ministers  were  not  capable  of  using;  or 
the  people  were  afraid  to  admit  the  ministers  into  their 
houses,  lest  they  should  be  suspected  as  favourers  of  non- 
conformity.^ Some  took  advantage  of  the  ministers'  ne- 
cessities,, and  raised  their  rents  beyond  what  they  could 
afford  to  give.  Great  numbers  were  thus  buried  in  obscu- 
rity, while  others,  who  had  neither  money  nor  friends,  went 
on  preaching  as  they  could,  till  they  were  sent  to  prison, 
thinking  it.  more  eligible  to  perish  in  a  jail  than  to  starve 
out  of  one;  especially  when  by  this  means  they  had  some 
occasional,  relief  from  their  hearers,  and  hopes  that  their 
wives  and  children  might  be  supported  after  their  death.§ 
Many  who  lay  concealed  in  distant  places  from  their  flocks 
in  the  day-time,  rode  thirty  or  forty  miles  to  preach  to  them 
in  the  night,  and  retired  again  before  day-light.  These 
hardships  tempted  some  few  to  conform  (says  Mr.  Baxter), 

*  Baxter's  Life,  part  3.  p.  15.  t  Howe's  Life,  p.  41. 

t  Ba&ter,  part  3«  p.  4.    Burnet,  p.  ^1,  $  Baxter's  Life,  part  3.  p«  15. 
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Qontt^iy  to  their  former  judj^iq^iits ;  hut  the:  bod;  of  di*- 
<8entei*§  remained  stead&st  to  tbeir  principlesi  and  the  church 
gained  Beilber  reputation  ..nor  numbers.  .  The  iDfornters 
trerei  very  >  dilig^eei  ia  huntings  aft^  their,  game  ^  .and  :tha 
floMiera  aad.efficersthehaved  with  great  rudeness  and  vio*- 
lenee.  When  they  iniflsed  of  the  ministers,  they  went  int6 
the  barns  igind  out-hoines^  andsometiilied  thrust  their  swords 
up  to  the  hilts  in  the^  I^y  and  straw^.wb^re  tttey  supposed 
they  might  lie  conisealed ;  they  made  havoc  of  their  gooda, 
aivd  terrified  tte  women  and  chiMren  almost  out  of  their 
lives.'  These  methods  of  cruelty'  teduced  many  ministers 
with  their  families  to  the  necessity  t>f  living  upon  lurowm 
jrye^bread  andlvatcrr  ;:bttt  feitr  were  reduced  to  public  tueg^ 
gary;8ay8Mr;  Balctec^^  Jthe  providence  of  ;God  appearing 
wobd^fttlly  for  their  relief,  in  their  greatest  extremities.   = 

Andasif  the  judgments  of  Heaven  lipOA  thi^  nation  were 
not  heavy  enough,  nor  the  legislature;  sufficiently  severei, 
the  bishops  must  throw  their  weight  i^to!  thc'S^ale.;  fprin.the 
very.midstofi^  plague,  July  7^  l^d,  archbishop  .Sheldon 
s^oft  orders  to  the  several  bishops  of  bis  province-to  rettini 
^tbenasA^sofall!  geeted  Nonconforoiist.mial&steri^  with  tbetir 
places  of  abode,  and  manner  oflife;  add  jthereturnsiof  the 
several  bishops  are  still  preserved  in  the  Lambeth  library •f 
The  design  of  this  inquiry  was  to  gird  the  laws  closer  upon 
thedissentersy  and  to  knew  by  what  means  they  earned 
their  bread;  and  if  this  tendef-hearted  archbishop  could 
have  had  his  will,  they  must  have  starved,  or  sought  g 
livelihood  in  foreign  countries. 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  Dr.  Cornelius  Burgess, 
a  divine  of  the  Puritan  stamp,]:  educated  at  Oxford,  and 

*  Fmge  4.  t  Comp.  Hi«t.  vol.  3.  p.  279. 

%  "  If  all  the  Paritaos  (says  Dr.  Grey)  had  been  «f  Lis  rebellioos  stamp,  they  bad 
otrtaifily  been  a  wicked  cre#,bat  there  was  a  great  difiereooe  in  Paritans,  some  very 
good»  alid  some  very  bad,  as  is  justly  observed  by  Mr.  Foller."  In  his  first  Yolame 
also,  p.  268,  the  doctor  impeaches  the  character  of  this  difioe,  in  the  words  of  Ecbard.^ 
who  calls  hitai  **  tlie  t^itionji  Dr.  Bargess/and.  oi^  of  the  greatest  nontefens  ofahe 
whole  party,  being  the  perpetual  tmmpeter  to  the  most  violent  proceedings,  a  great 
iusirament  in  bringing  on  the  miseries  of  the  nation  ^  who  died  in  great  want  and  po- 
veiity,  tormented  and  eaten  op  by  a  cancer  in  his  neck  and  cheek — a  fearful  instance 
of  rebellion  and  sacrilege.'*  Tq  these  and  other  inTcotives  of  the  archdeacon  Bobard 
against  Dr.  Burgess,  Dr.  Calamy  replied ;  bat  the  reply  goes  chiefly  Co  shew  the  arch* 
deaeop-s  partiality,. by  inveighing  in  this  manner  against  Burgess,  when  the  characters 
of  some  on  the  other  side  were  open  to  similar  charges.  The  fact,  which  seems  to 
boar  hard  on  the  name  of  Ibis  divine,  is,  that  though  he  declared  it<*  by  no  means  lawr 
fol  to  alienate  the  bishops'  lands  from,  public  and  picas  iises,  or,t(^  convert  the^a  to 
•any  private  person's  property  j"  yet  be  gained  so  much  as  to  grow  rich  by  the  pur- 
chase of  them.     After  the  Restoration  he  lost  all.    This,  Dr.  Calamy  thiQks,  might  be 
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cbaplaiq  to  king  Charles  I.  He  goffered  much  by  tfaeliiglt^ 
commissioh  court,  )>at,  taking-part  With  the  parliament,  was 
chosen  one  of  the  pacific  divines^  who  met  at  the  Jerusalem- 
chamber^  to  accommodate  differences  in  the  church:  he 
often  preached  before  the  house  of  commons,  and  was  one 
of  the  assembly  of  divines,  but  refused  to  take  the  covenant 
till  he  was  suspended.  He  was  ejected  at  the  Restoration 
from  St  Andrew's  in  the  city  of  Wells,  in-  Somersetshire, 
and  having  laid  out  all  his  money  in  the  purchase  of  bi- 
sbops"  lands,  he  was  reduced  to  absolute  poverty.*  He  ap- 
peared at  the  head  of  the  Jliondon  divines,  against  bringing 
the  king  to  bis  trial,  and  was  esteemed  a  very  learned  and 
able  divine.  He  died  at  his  house  at. Watford,  June  1665. 
We  have  already  remembered  Dr.  Cheynel  among  the 
Oxford  professors,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  and  a  member 
of  the  assembly  of  divines.  He  quitted  his  preferments  in 
the  university  for  refusing  to  take  the  engagement,  and  was 
ejected  from  the  living  of  Petworth  at  the  Restoration,  with- 
out having  enriched  himself  by  any  of  his  preferments.t  It 
is  reported  that  he  was  sometimes  disordered  in  his  head, 
but  he  was  perfectly  recovered  some  years  before  his  death, 
which  happened  at  his  house  near  Brighthelmstone,  in  Sus-. 
sex,  September  1665.J  ^ 

allo<ved  a  soffioient  punishment  withoaL  branding  big  memory.  What  inconsistency 
or  faalts  soever  might  be  chargeable  on  Dr.  Bargess,  tbe  ioterpTetationwbteh  the 
archdeacon  pots  on  bis  death  deserves  severe. censure,  as  "  rash,  and.presmning." 
This  nietfaod  gives  a  particular  and  invidious  construction  to  events  tbat' arise  from 
general  laws,  and  equally  befal  the  righteous  and  tbe. wicked :  and  it  sheWH,  how  they 
who  use  it  would  direct,  if  it  were  in  their  power,  the  evils  and  calamities  of  life.  It 
indicates  as  much  a  want  of  candour  and  generosity  as  of  sound  judgment. — It  appean 
.from  a  MS.  history  drawn  up  by  Or.  Henry  Sampson,  a  noted  phyfiioian,  that  Dr. 
Burgess  was  deemed  a  man  of  solid  parts  and  great  learning }  that  no  temptations  coald 
induce  him  to  return  to  the  episcopal'side }  that  in  the  year  1648,  he  preached  a  ser- 
mon fuller  of  loyalty  than  the  boldest  at  that  time  would  dare  to  express;  thai  he  waa 
against  imposing  the  covenant,  and  refused  to  take  it  till  he  was  suspended.  He  was 
excellently  skilled  in  the  liturgical  oontroveriies,  and  those  of  charoh-govemment: 
and  was  possessed  of  all  the  books  of  Common  Prayer  that  were  ever  printed  in  Eagt- 
land,  and  bestowed  Ihem  upon  Oxford  library.  Dr.  CaUmy's  letter  to  Mr.  Archdea- 
con Echard,  p.  107 — 111.— Ed, 

*  Wood's  Alhen.  Oxon.  vol.  12.  p.  tS5.  Calamy,  vol.  S.  p.  586 ;  or  Palmer's  Non- 
conformists' Memorial,  vol.  2.  p.  384. 

-  t  For  he- was  remarkable  Ihronghoat  his  life  for  hospitality  and  contempt  of  money. 
Dr.  Johnson  published  an  account  of  this  extraordinary  man,  that  appeared  first  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  March  and  April  1775 ;  which,  Mr.  Palmer  remarks,  is 
a  aatire  both  npon  Dr.  Cheynel  and  tbe  times.  Dr.  Cheynel,  Ibis  narrative  says, 
'^  had  an  intrepidity  which  was  never  to  be  shaken  by  any  danger,  and  a  spirit  of 
enterprise  not  to  he  discouraged  by  difficulty ;  which  were  supported  by  an  annsoal 
degree  of  bodily  strength.  Whatever  he  believed  be  thought  bimself  obliged  to  pro- 
fess, and  what  he  professed  he  was  ready  to  defend." — Bo. 

-  t  Wood's  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  3.  p.  245.  Cahimy,  vol.  S.  p.  675 ;  and  Paliomr'a 
Nonceuforoiists'  Memorial,  vol.  S.  p.  467. 
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[There  .died  in.  prison  Ibis.  year,.  Mr*  Saniael  EHaber,.  a 
man.  of.  great  parts  and  literature,  of  eminent  piety  and  vir* 
tue^  who  reflected  honour  on. each  jdenomination «of  Chris- 
tians, with  which,  through  the  change  of  hia  sentiments,;  he 
became  successively  connected.:  His  father  was.  a  haber« 
dasher  of  hats,  and  mayor  of  Northampton.  In  1623^  at 
the^age  of  eighteen,  he  became  a  student  in  Trinity-college, 
Oxford;  where  he  took,  the  degree. of  master  of  arts,  and 
then,  removed  to  New-Inn.  At  the  university^  he  distin* 
guished  himself,  by. his. application  and  proficiency  gained 
ao  accurate  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Roman,  antiquities, 
a^id  was  particularly  given  io  the  study,  ofrhetoricandpoO'^ 
try.  .When  he  had  finished  his  academic  course,  be  became 
chaplain  to  sir  .Arthur  Haslerigge.  In  1633,  he  was  pre** 
seated  to  the  .vicarage  of.  liidd  in  Kent,  ailiying  of  500/.  a 
year.  Here  he  had  the  character  of>a  very  powerful  preach*- 
er,  united  with  humility  and  affability  of  carnage.  While 
in. this  situation^  in  consequence  of  firequent  conversation 
with  a  Baptist  minister,  he  was  led  into  an  examination  of 
the  queations  xoncerning  baptism,  which  ended  in  ^  his  em- 
bracing the  opinions  of  the  BaptistSy  being  baptized  by  im- 
jaiersioQ^  and  taking  the  pastoral  care  of  a  congregation  of 
that  people,  having  freely  resigned  his  living  and  returned 
his  diploma. to.  the  bishop;  which  those  who . differ  from 
him  must  applaud  as.  a  singular  instance  .of  sincerity  and 
self-denial.  On  this  he  rented  a.&rm  and  commenced.grar 
zier ;  ^^.by  which  he  procured  a  decent  competency,  enhanced 
(says  Mr.  Gough)  by  the  consolation  of  solid  content,  and 
the.  internal  testimony  of  an  approving  heart."  During  his 
connexion  with  the.  Baptists,  he  baptized  some  hundreds, 
and  was  frequently  engaged  in  public  disputes  in  vindication 
of  their  sentiments,  to  the. number  of  nine,  in  the  course 
of  three  years,  with  several  noted  ministers,  sometimes  in 
the  presence  of  two.  thousand  auditors,  and  once  with  Dr. 
Gheynel.  He  published  also  a  treatise,  entitled  '^Baby-bap^ 
tism  u^ere  babism ;"  which  is  represented  as  coi^taini^g  the 
wholestate  of  the  controversy  as  it  was.tben  managed.  He 
was  deemed  an  ornament  to  the  sect,- and  was  one  of  the 
chief  defenders  of  their  doctrine.  In  .1665,  he  embraced  the 
principles  of  the  .Quakers,  and  became  an  active  and  labo- 
rious minister,  among  them.  He  preached  at  Dunkirk 
against  the  idolatry  of  the  priests  and  friars :  and  in  com- 
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pany  with  anotker  fneod^  .travelled  on  foot  ov«r  tlie  Alps 
to:RoiDe;'wtieFe  they  testified,  against:  the  sapevfttitioAB  of 
th6(plaee^a«d>di8tribaiedsone  books  aimcnigsl' the  ecclesi^ 
astisscBodfieft  it'»wilhont'nsolesU4Mm»  rAfter  hisretora 
het'-snffered  mmoiig^.Pf ote8tantft>the<jpei|»6Ution  be  eeeaped 
amdAg  the  Rooiaqisfts^  Thie  ^eat  fiait  ofi  the  four  lest  years 
of  his  'life  mfm  speat  in^  prison  ^sMtd^aftsc  two >yfMtf«^eoofine* 
mat  in  the  WUte^L»iM  priso*  ia>  Souihw»#k,  he.  died 
(^ in  perfect  peace/  with  God4'^in  good  esteem  4M»th^with^  li^ 
friends  and  jnanyrpthers,  onaocopnt'Of  Tthe<eonoeiico-«f  his 
natanil  parts  and  acquired  abilities^u  w  schelar,  mnA^  his 
ouinplary  httmHity,  social  virtnes^aadcircaaispeetconifvvB. 
satioe^es  a  Christian:  iiiineeknessihstroeti^giheee' who  ep^ 
pQsed^him^  and  labouring  hwessasidy  by^  his  dssoduases  and 
by. 'hie  writings;. to  propagate  and  prometa  trws  Chiristsaa 
firnctice  and  piety/'  Wood's  Athen.  Ojcoo.  inAj2.  p/24S. 
Crosby's. History  of  the  Beptiste,  voL  Lp.SSIv  &e.iand 
Goug^V  History. of  the  Qaakers,  vol.l.  p.rlfiS;  andvol.Sl 
p.  141.— Ed.] 

The  vices  of:the  natioi^  not  being  safficianllyipulmhedby 
pestilence  and  war,  it  (^ased  Alniigbty  €ibd  this  yeav-te 
iBufferthe  city  .of  London  to  be  li^idinvashee  by  m 'dhroadfal 
confiagratioa,  which  biro!keJ(iat>in.pQddkig4aie'4b<|hhK^tlie 
MoBuoiient^.aepteniber!^'  1666,, and  Within ithreol^feiir 
days  consumed  thirteeathouaanft  two  htfad^ed  Awellifig* 
houses,  eighty<*iiiae  chnrihes^  ftmong  which  was.  ithe  dathe<- 
dralof  StBaurs;  many  pttblicetraotiiresyschoblsyiibraried^ 
and  staidly  ecfifices';  Multitudes iost  their  goddsabd  nm^ 
^bandise^  and  tho'greateet  part  of  their  substahee>  and  some 
few. their  lives;.the  fcingv  the  dufce'rof  Yv>rki,:and  ibany  of 
ihe  nobility^  were /spectators  of  the|desolation;biiDt'had  not 
thepoweir  to stop.its  progress,  tilLat  li^ngtb it  ceased  al- 
most asswonderfuUy  as  it  began^  MoorfieUk  ^wtis  Med 
Y^^h  tsonsehold  goods,  and  the  people' wer^  foreed  to  tlodg^ 
in*  JMits  add  tent8:>niaity  fttaibeBwho  were  *  Idst  week  H^ 
prosperity,  were  how  redqoed  ito  biiggary,  and  obliged  to 
begin  the  world  a^in .  :  The  authors  of  tfak  fire*  weril  said 
io  be  the  Papists,  as  appears  by  .•  the  inscription,  upon  --  the 
Monumeiit;  The  parliament,  being  of' this  ;opfnibn,  peti- 
tioned the  king  to  issue  out  a  proclamatioh/^equiringiali 
Popish  priests  and  Jesuits  to  depart  the  kingdcm  within  ik 
month,  and  appointed  a  comuHttee  who  received  evidence 
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of  some  Papists  wlio  were  s^en  to  throw  fire-boUs^^nto 
bouses,  and  of  others  wbo  hftdi  materials,  for  k  in  their 
pockets ;. .  but  the  tnen  were  -fled^  :aad  none  suffered-  but; 
one  Hubert^  aSVenehaian^fay'fais'Own  confessioii.*  ) 

In  this  general  confiisictti,!  itfaaxhacohes  bfiing  bnrat,  tind: 
Qilitty  of  the  p^risB^ininHterdrw^^hdraifirffbr  wamt  of  babita^. 
tibns  or  pl&oes  of  ^woUship^  tfae  'No^oonfiNrinistfr  resolved 
again  to  sappLy  the.ndeesiitiediof  Ae  peopley  depending lip^ 
on  it,  that  in.Bueh.an  extremiiy,  they  shouM^escape  perse- 
<Siiti6n.  Sone  ehurohes:  were«re^ted  of  bdards^  whiefa  they 
called  tabei^aaeles,  aadithe^ssenters  fitted  up.lai^e  r6iDtes 
with  pulpits,  seats,  )and  galleries,  for ^  the  reception  of  all 
who  would  come.  Dr^  Mantbfi  Imd  his  rooms  full  in  Co* 
vent-Garden ;  Mr.  Tho.  Vtnce&ty  Mr.  J>oolittle,  Dr.  Tur- 
oet,  Mr.  Grimed,  Mn  JenlLyHs,  Mr.  Nath.  Vihcent,  Dr. 
Jaeoaib,  .Mr.  Watson>  badltheir  separate^meetings  ip  other 
places.  The  Independents  also,  as,  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Good^ 
win^  Mr.  Griffiths,  Brooksy  Oarj^^^Buffher,  Nye^  and  others, 
began  the'same  praetiee;  raany^oitivens  frequdnted  the 
meiHings,  where  the  ^  liturgy 'was- not  read;  though  the  few 
pariah-pulpits  that  remained  were  filled  with  very  able 
preachers  ;  as,  Dr.  Tillotson^  Stillingfleet,  Patrick,  White, 
Oifford,  Whicfacote,  Horton^  Meriton,  &c.  But  none  of  these 
calamities  had  any  farther  influence  upon  the  court,prelates, 
than  that  they  durst  not  prosecute  the  preachers  sosevei^ely 
for  the  present.t 

Among  the  Nonconformist  ministers  who  died  this  year, 
were,  the  reverend  Mr.  Edward  Calamy,  B.  D^  the  eject- 
ed minister  of  Aldermanbury^  born  in  London  1600,  and 
bred  in  Pembroke-hall>  Cambridge;  be  was  first  chaplain 
to  Dr.  Felton,  bishop  of  Bly ;  and  afterward  settled  at  St. 
Bdmundsbury,  from  whence,  after  ten  years,  he  with  thirty 
other  ministers,  were  driven  out  of  the  diocess  by  bishop 
Wren's  visitation-articles  and  the  book  of  sports.  Upon 
the  death  of  Dr/^toughton,  1639,  he  was  chosen  to  Alder- 
manbury,  where  he  soongained  a  vast  reputation.  He  was 
one  of  the  divines  who  met  In  the  Jerusalem-chamber  for 

*  Hnbert  WMAfi»iuUi.H4igoiioi,of  ResQ  m  Nemuuidy.  Thoogh  he  coofetsed 
Uie  f«ct,  jrel  accordlog  to  Bcbard,  be  saffered  mijostly ;  for  he  was  a  sort  of  louatio, 
•ad  lutd  not  landed  ia  Eoglaod  till  two  dajs  after  the  fire,  as  appeared  bj  the  cti- 
4«pceof  the  masterof  the  ship  who. had  him  au  board.  '6rey*s  Examination,  toI.  3. 
p.  430 — Ed. 

t  Baxter's  Life,  part  3.  p.  19.  t  Calamjr's  Abr^^g.  vol.  2.  p.  4. 
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accommodating  ecclesiastical  matters  in  the  year  1641.  He 
was  afterward  a  member  of  the  assembly  at  Westminster,* 
and  an  active  man  in  all  their  proceedings.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  popular  preachers  in  the  city,*  and  had  a  great 
hand  in  the  king's  restoration,  but  soon  repented  his  having 
done  it  without  a  previous  treaty.  He  refused  a  bishoprick, 
because  he  could  not  have  it  upon  the  terms  of  the  king's 
declaration ;  and  soon  after  the  Bartholomew-act,  was  im- 
prisoned in  Newgate  for  preaching  an  occasional  sermon  to 
bis  pari8hioner8:t  He  afterward  lived  pretty  much  retired^ 
till  this  year,  when  being  driven  in  a  coach  through  the  - 
ruins  of  the  city  of  London,' it  so  affected  him,  that  he  went 
home,  and'never  came  out  of  his  chamber  more^  dying  with- 
in a  month  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.j: 

Mr.  Arthur  Jackson,  M.  A.  the  ejected  minister  of  St. 
Faith's^  was  born  about  the  year  1593,  and  educated  in  Cam-' 
bridge.  He  became  minister  of  St.  Michael's  Wood-street,' 
in  the  year  1625,  when  the  pestilence  raged  in  the  city;  and 
continued  with  bis  parish  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
the  distemper.^  He  was  fined  500/.  for  refusing  to  give 
evidence  against  Mr.  Love,  and  committed  prisoner  to  the 

•  His  week-day  lecture  was  constantly  attended  for  twenty  years  together  by  per- 
sons, of  the  greatest  qaality,  there  being  seldom  so  few  as  twenty  coaches.  He  was 
president  in  meetings  of  the  city-ministers,  and  qaalified,  by  natural  and  acqaired  abi- 
lities, to  be  the.  leader  of  the  Presbyterians.  He  dared  to  censure  the  conduct  of  Crom- 
well to  his  face,  and  was  never  known  to  be  intimidated,  where  be'tbooght  his  duty 
was  concerned ;  of  which  bis  grandson  gives  aremtirkable  proof.^  He  was  one  of 
the  writers  against  the  liturgy.  The  title  of  one  of  the  answers  to  him  and  his  bre-* 
thren  is  a  curious  specimen  of  the  taste  and  spirit  of  the  times.  It  was  called 
"A  Throat  Hapse  for  the  Frogs  and  Toads  that  crept  abroad  croaking  against  the. 
Common  Prayer-book."  Granger's  History  of  England,  vol.  2.  p.  184,  octavo,' 
and  note. — Ed. 

t  This  con6nement  made  ho  small  noise  ;  Mr.  Calamy  was  a  man  so  generally  be- 
loved and  respected.  Dr.  VS^ilde  published  a  copy  of  verses  on  the  occasion,  which 
was  spread  through  all  parts.of  the  kingdom.  And  the  passage  through  Newgate* 
street  was  obstructed  by  the  coaches  of  those  who  visited  him  in  his  imprisonment. 
A  Popish  lady,  who  had  been  slopped  by  them,  finding  what  alarm  and  disturbance 
this  proceeding  against  Mr.  Calamy  had  produced,  took  the  first  opportginity  to  wait 
upon  the  king  at  Whitehall,  and  comniunicate  the  whole  matter  to  him,  expressing 
her  fear,  that  if  such  steps  as  these  were  taken,  he  would  lose  the  affections  of  the  citj, 
which  might  be, of  very  ill  consequence.  On  this  remonstrance*  and  for  some  olber 
reasons,  Mr.  Calamy  was  in  a  little  time  discharged  by  the  express  order  of  his  ma- 
jesty.    Memoirs  of  Dr.  Edmqnd  Calamy,  MS. — Ed. 

f  Nonconformists' Memorial,  vol.  1.  p.  73. 

i  Calamy's  Abridgment,  vol.  2.  p.  3',  or.  Palmer's  Nonconformists'  Memorial, 
vol.  1.  p.  104. 

IT  Preaching  before  general  Monk,  soon  after  the  Restoration,  having  occasion  io 
speak  of  filthy  lucre,  he  s^td,.«  Some  men  will  betray  three  kingdoms  for  filthy  lucre's 
sake:"  ai^d  immediately  threw,  his  .handkerchief,  which  he -nstially  waved  up  and 
down  while  he  was  preaching,  towards  the  general's  pew.  Palmer  and  Granger,  tti 
supra,*— Eh.  ..... 
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Fleet,  wb^e  he  remained  seventeen  weeks.  At  the  Resto- 
ration he  was  chosen  by  the  provincial  asseifibly  of  Lon- 
don to  progenia  Bible  to*  the  king  at  his  public  entrance.* 
He  was  afterward  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Savoy; 
arid  when  the  uniformity-act  took  place,  being  old,  he  retired 
to  a  private  life,  and  died  with  great  satisfaction  in  his  non- 
conformity, August  5,  1665,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of 
his  age. 

Dr.  William  Spurstow,  the  ejected  minister  of  Hackney, 
was  sometime  master  of  Katherine-hall^  Cambridge,  biit 
ejected  for  refusing  the  engagement.  He  was  one  of  the 
authors  of  Smectymnuus,  a  member  of  the  assembly  of 
divines,  and  afterward  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
Savoy;  a  man  of  great  learning,  humility,  and  charity,  and 
of  a  cheerful!  conversation:  he  lived  through  the  sickness- 
year,  but  died  the  following  in  an  advanced  age .f 

This  year  was  memorable  for  the  fall  of  the  great  earl  of 
Clarendon,  lord-high-chaneellor  of  England,  who  attended 
the  king  in  his  exile,  land  upon  his  majesty's  restoration 
was  created  a  peer,  and  advanced  to  the  high  dignity  of 
chancellor  of  England.  He  governed  with  a  sovereign  and 
absolute  sway  as  prime-minister  for  about  two  years ;  but 
in  the  year  1663,  he  was  impeached  of  high-treason  by  the 
earl  of  Bristol ;  and  though  the  impeachment  was  dropped 
for  want  of  form,  his  interest  at  court  declined  from  that 
time,  and  after  the  Oxford  parliament  of  1665,  his  lordship 
was  out  of  all  credit.  This  summer  the  king  took  the  seals 
from  him^  and  on  the  12th  of  November  sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour impeached  him  of  high^treason,  at  the  bar  of  the  house 
of  peers^  in  the  name  of  all  the  commons  of  England,  for 
sundry  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  contrary  to 
law,  by  which  he  had  acquired  a  greater  estate  than  could 
be  honestly  gotten  in  that  time.— For  procuring  grants  of 
the  king's  lands  to  his  relations,  contrary  to  law — for  cor- 
responding with  Cromwell  in  his  exilej— for  advising  and 

•  "  There  was  (Mr.  Granger  observes)  a  particalar  proprietj  in  assigning  this 
office  to  him,  as  he  had  written  a  commentary  on  several  parts  of  the  Bib1e/|  He 
was  a  man  of  prodigious  application;  at  the  universitj  he  studied  fourteen  or  sixteefi 
hovin  a  daj»  and  to  the  day  of  his  death  constantly  rose,  summer  and  winter,  at  three 
or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Granger's  History  of  England,  vol.  3.  p.  43,  octavo. 
—Ed.  * 

t  Calaroy,  vol.  2.  p.  471  ;  or.  Palmer's  Nonconformists'  MemoriaT,  toU  2.  p.  173. 

t  Dr.  Grey  supposes  that  Mr.  Neal  could  not  hut  know  that  lord  Clarendon  hail 
«ltuired  himself  from  this  charge  to  the  king's  satisfaction  during  his  exile ;  who  de- 
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efl^tiog  the  sale  of  Dttokirk^finr  ifltufaig  oot  quo  war- 
rantos  to  obtain  great  .sums.of  fBOney  from  the  eofpomtiiws 
— rfor  deteriBUiii^  people's  title  to  their  lands  at  theeoun*- 
cil-taUe^  andstof^iog  proceedings  at  law.  Sec.    The  earl 
bad  made,  himself  obnoxioos  at  court  by  bis  magisteriid 
carriage  to.  the  Idng,*  and  was^  grown  very  unpopnlar  by 
bis  superb  and  magnificent  palace,  at.  St.  James's^  erected 
in  a  time  of  war  and  pestilence,  which  cost  him  50,OQ02.t 
l^bme  called  it  Dunkirk«boi>se|4B  being  built  with  biashare 
of  the  price  oCth^t  fo^rtre^  ;  jaod  others  Holland-hoose^.as 
if  be  bad  received  money  from  the  king>  enemies  ia  tino^  of 
war.    The  king's  second  marriage,,  wbicb  proved  barren, 
was  laid  to  bis  charge,  and  aaid  to  be.cootrived.for  the  tad- 
tanc^ment  of  bis.grand^rhildren.bjr  the.dutpbess  of.  York» 
whp  wais.  the  earl's  daughter.     When  bis.majesty  indined 
to  part  with  his  queen,  a;nd  if  possible  to  legitimate  his  ad« 
dcesses  ;to  MisQ  Stewftrdp .  tb6  cboAeeUor  got  her  married 
privately  to  the  duke  of  Riobmpud^  without  the  king's 
knowledge^  which  his  majesty  was  tpld  .was.  to  secure  the 
succession  of  the  crown  to  his  pwn  &uiiiy.  This  intriguing, 
tiogether  with  bis  high  ppppsitioii  to.the.Rojnan  C^tholics^ 
end  to  all.  who  were  npt  of  his  principles,,  proicure^  him 
many  enemies,*  and  struck  him  quite  opt  of  the  king'p  favour. 
The  earl  did  not. think  fit  to  abidorthe  storm,  but  withdrew 
to  France,  leaving  a  paper  behind  him,  in  which  he  denies 
almost  every  article  of  his  charge  ;{  but  the  parliameqt 


dared  **  that  he  wm  Miry  that  he  was  not-  in  a  eonditioD  to  do  him  more  jaatiee  tbao  to 
deotare  him  inuoceot,  idiich  be.  did,  and  commanded  the  clerk  of  the  cooocil  to  draw 
op  a  fall  order  for  hia  justification :  which  hismajcjilj  himself  wdold  sign." — Ed. 

•  Bnmct,  p.  365.  369,  370. 

t  Mr.  Echard  laja,  that  this  palaoe  was  built  id  the  absence  of  the  chaocellor,  ' 
principally  at  the  expense  of  the  Vintner*s  company;  and  that  when  he  came  to  see 
the  case  of  it,  he  rather  submitted  than  consented,  aodwith  a  sigb  said,  *'  This  hoaae 
will  one  day  be  m^  ruin."    Grey's  Examination,  vol.  3.  p.  352,  note.    The  doctor 
fills  two  pages  here,  with  qooting  lord  Clarendon's  Tindioation  of  himself. — Eo. 

1^  The  articles  of  the  charge  stated  by  Mr.  Neal  were,  if  you  credit  Dr.  WelwOod, 
the  ostensible  causes  only  o^he  chancellor's  fall.  The  true  reason  why  he  was  aban- 
doned to  his  enemies  was,  that  he  secretly  opposed  the  design  of  the  parliament  to 
settle  sncb  a  revenue  upon  the  king  during  life  as  would  place  him  beyond  the  neces- 
sity of  asking  more,  except  on  some  extraordinary  occasion :.  and  he  drew  the  earl  of 
•Southampton  intoliis  views,  urging  that  he  knew  the  king  so  well,  that  if  such  a  re- 
venue were  once  settled  upon  him  for  life,  neither  of  them  two  would  be  of  any  far- 
ther use;  and  there  would  be  no  probability  of  seeing  many  more  sessions  of  parlia- 
ment dunng  that  reign.  This  came  to  the  king's  ears.  Memoirs,  p.  109, 110,  sixth 
edition.  Ijord  Gornbnry,  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  preserved  by  Carte,  said 
thaithis  father  never  stirred  as  long  as  he  saw  any  probability  of  being  brought  to  his 
trial  in  parliament,  though  alibis  friends  persuaded  him  to  leave  the  kingdom,  fearing 
that  his  innocence  would  oot  protect  him  against  the  malice  of  his  enemies.    When 
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▼eiedilus  (kfarite  seandaloaS)  and  ofdered/ittb  be  iMirAt  by 
the  hadddbf  <h«.60iimion-bAngnbaii.  Decenbcr  18,  hi».Urdi 
ship  was  banifibed  tbe  king's  dominims  f6r  life.^r  aet  of 
parliament ;  -be  speat  the  remaining  seven  yeai^  of  bli  \iit 
at  (Roan  in  'Normandy,  amdng  Papists  and  Preil^terian^ 
whom ^be  would  hardly  suffer  toliy^  in  his  omivCooDtry) 
aflid  employed  ibe^faief  of  his  time  in  wrstingitfae  history  of 
tbe  grand*  rebdlipn^*'  Irhieb  is  in  every  cme's  hands. 

The  earl  of  Clarendon  was  a  Protestant  of  Laudean  frin* 
eifies  in  diiireb  and^tate,  and  at  the  head  of  ^l  the  pbaal 
laws  ag«ftist  Ihe-Noneooforniivtsito  thi»-tifaie..'Bi8i|opiBtar* 
aet  saysyt  •-  He  was  a  good  chancdllor4  but  4  litUe  too 
voagb ;  thatihe  ojieddled  tod  ranch  ia  feteign;affiurS|  wbioh 
he  never  aiiderstoofl  well:  that  be  haditoomwh  lenity  Jn 
kis.  Wit,  ond  4id  not  observe  the  decdnnn  of  Ifis  post/'  Mr. 
Rapin  adds^^  ^<  that  from  him  came  all  tbe  blows  aimed 
at  the  Nonconformists  since  the  beginning  of  this  reign. 
His  immoderate  passion  against  Presbyterianism  was  this 
great  man's  foible.  He  gloried  in  his  hatred  of  that  peo- 
ple ;  and)  perhaps,  coQtribiited  more  than  any  other  person 
to  that  excess  of  animosity  which  subsists  against  them  at 
this,  day  among  the  followers  of  his  maxims,  ctndpriociples.'' 
lyipr.  Schard  ^ays,  "  His  removal  was  a  great  satisfaction  to 
the  dissenters  (directly  contrary  to  Mr.  Baprter) ;  who  ob- 
serves a  remarkable  providence  of  God^  that  he  who  had 

he  foond  that  there  wm  a  desiga  to  prorogne  the  paiiiamept  pn  pvrpose  tQ  try  him  bj 
s  jorjr  of  peers,  by  whieh  means  be  lAight  Ml  into  the  hands  off  the  prote«tfng;  hrtis*  he 
i:esalTed'  to,  kf i^L  himself  6f  an  oppgrt^j  iof  %mng,  over  to  Calais.  Gre/s  £xami'< 
nation,  rol.  S,  p.  355,  356.-— Ed. 

*  H«  also  read  oyer  Liyy  and  Taeitas, and  dmoet  Tattj's  works ;  and  ''was  a 
mnoh  greater^ Pfrh^ps  ahappier,^ ipan  abno and  in, etile  (jm^ s  J^r,  Granger),  than 
Charles  II.  upon  his  throne."  Historj  of  Bngland,  vol.  3.  p.  360 ;  and  vol  4.  p.  64, 
note.-^BD. 

,f,Fage53.^     .  ,  ' 

Dr.  Grey  gives'  bishop  Bomet's  oharacter  of  the  lord-ohancellor  more  at  length ; 
ilfld  preBxes  another  character  of  his  lordship  drawn  bj  tbft  pen  of  Mr.  Carte,  to'  f*  ob- 
ytate<  (as  ii&expdPesses  himself)  the  illj-natqred  rcifleotion  oa^^  npon  him  b^Mr,  Neal;- 
bUBoaose.he  adhered  to  the  interest  of  his  king  and  cpantrj>  and  woald  not  gire  op  the 
ofattreh  established  into  the  hands  of  unreasonable  ianatics."»«-ED. 

4  ^ A  do#iestiQ  inetdent,  related  by  hi^hDp  Burnet,  is  anpposed  .to  haye  fixed  and  ^ 
heightened  the  ehancellor's  zeal  for  the  constitutional  liberties  of  his  country,  in  civil 
matters.  On  a  visit  which  be  paid  .to  his  father,  a  geatleinaii  of  .Wiltshire,  whea  be 
begaotQ  gr^^fininent  in  his  profession,  as  they  were  walking  one  day  in  a  field,  his 
father  observed  to  him,  **  that  men  of  his  profession  did  often  stretch  law  and  pre- 
rogative to  the  prejodioe  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject, -to  recommend  aod  advanoa 
tbahiscJTas  ^*'  and  dhafged  him,  that  be.fhoald  **  never  sacrifice  the  laws  and  liber- 
ties of  his  country  to  his  own  interest,  or  to  the  will  of  a  prince."  He  repeated  this 
twiee;  and  immediately  fell  into  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  boars. 
Bomet's  History  of  his  Own  Times,  vol.  1.  p.  S3l. 
i  Vol.  t.  p.  650,  folio  isd. 
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dealt  8a  cruelly  by  the  Nonconformists  dioisld  be  bataisbad 
by  his  own  friends,  while  the  others^  whom  he  bad  perse* 
cuted>  were  most  moderate  in  his  case^,  and  liiany  of  them 
for  him.  It  was  a  great  ease  thatbefel  good  men  by  his 
fall  (says  he),  for  his  way  was  to  decoy  men  into  conspira- 
cies, or  pretended  plots,  and  upon  those  rumours  innocent 
people  were  laid  in  prison,  so  that  no  man  knew  when  he 
was  safe;  whereas  since  his  time,  though  the  laws  have 
been  made  more  severe,  yet  men  are  more  safe/'*  His 
lordship  was  undoubtedly  a  person  of  very  considerable 
abilities,  which  have  been  sufficiently  celebrated  by  his.  aid- 
mirers,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to.  discover  any  great  wc 
generous  exploits  for  the  service  of  the  public ;  and  how 
far  his  conduct  with  regard  to  .the  Nonconformists  was 
consistent  with  humanity,  religion,  or  honour,  must  be  left 
with  the  reader. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

ipROM  THE  BANISHMENT  OF  THE  EARL  OF  CLARENDON 
TO  THE   KING'S  DECLARATION    OF   INDULGENCE    IN 
'  THE  YEAR  1672. 

1667. 

Upon  the  fall  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  the  discpurse  of  a 
toleration  began  to  revive:  the  king  in  his  speech  to  his 
parliament,  Febuary  10,  has  this  passage :  ^^  One  thing  more 
I  Jiold  myself  obliged  to  recommend  to.  you  at  this  present, 
that  is,  that  you  would  seriously  think  of  some  course  to  be- 
get a  better  union  and  composure  in  the  minds  of  my  Pro- 
testant subjects  in  matters  of  religion,  whereby  they  may  be 
induced  not  only  to  submit  quietly  to  the  government,  but 
also  cheerfully  give  their  assistance  to  the  support  of  it.'^f 
Sundry  pamphlets  were  published  upon  this  head  ;  and  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  being  now  prime-minister,  the  Non- 
conformists about  London  were  connived  at,  and  people 
went  openly  and  boldly  to  their  meetings. 
,   But  the  house  of  commons,  who  were  yet  influenced  by 


♦  Baxter,  part  3.  p.  20,  Jt. 
t  Calami's  Abridgment,  vol.  1. 


p.  316. 
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fAte  perDfcioiis  maxims  of  the  late  chancellor,  pi^titioned  the 
king  to  issue  oot  his  profclamation,  for  enforcing  the  laws 
against  con veniicles;  and  for  preserving  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom^  against  unlawful  assemblies  of  Papists  and  Non« 
conformists.  Accordingly,  his  majesty  issued  out  bis  procla- 
mation, that  *'  upon  consideration  of  the  late  petition,  and 
upon  information  that  divers  persons  in  several  parts  of  the 
realm  (abusing  his  clemency,  even  while  it  was  under  con<^ 
sideration  to  find  out  a  way  for  the  better  union  of  his  Pro^ 
testant  subjects),  have  of  late  frequently  and  openly,  in  greai 
numbers,'  and  to  the  great  disturbance  of  the  peace,  held  un-* 
lawful  assemblies  and  conventicles,  his  majesty  declares,  that 
he  will  not  suffer  such  notorious  contempt  of  the  laws  togb 
unpunished,  but  requires,  charges,  and  commands,  all  offi« 
cers  to  be  circumspect  and  vigilant  in  their  several  jurisdic* 
tions;  to  enforce  and  put  the  laws  in  execution  against  un- 
lawflil.  conventicles,  commanding  them  to  take  particular 
care  to  preserve  the  peace."  - 

The  sufferings  of  the  dissenters  began  to  excite  compas- 
sion in  the  'minds  of  the  people,  insomuch  that  their  num- 
bers visibly  increased,  partly  through  the  indulgence  of  the 
court,  and  the  want  of  churches  since  the  fire  of  London, 
and  partly  through  the  poverty  .of  the  common  people,  who 
having  little  to  lose,  ventured  to  go  publicly  to  meetings  in 
defiance  of  the  laws.  The  indolence  of  the  established^ 
clergy,  and  the  diligence  of  the  Nonconformist  ministers, 
contributed  very  much  to  the  increase  of  Nonconformists. 
Bishop'  Biimet  says,*>  >^  The  king  was  highly  offended  at 
the  behaviour  of  most  of  the  bishops ;  archbishop  Sheldon 
and  Morley,  who  kept  close  by*  lord  Clarendon,  the  great 
patron  of  persecuting  power,  lost  the.king^s'favblir ;  the  for-^ 
mer  never  recovered  it,  and  the  latter  was  sent  froin  court 
into  his  diocess.  When  complaint  was  made  of  some  dtsbr- 
ders  and  conventicles,'  the  king  said  the  clergy  were  chiefty 
to  blame,  for  if  they  had  lived  well,  and  gone  about  their 
parishes,  and  taken  pains  to  convince  the  Nonconformists/ 
the  nation  might  have  been  well  settled,  but  they  thought 
of  nothing  but  to  get  good  benefices,  and  keep  a  good  table.'' 
In  another  conversation  with  the  bishop,  about  the  ill  state 
of  thie  church,t  his  majesty  said,  <'  If  the  clergy  had  done 
their  parts,  it  had  been  easy  to  run  down  the  Nonconform- 

•  Vol.  1.  p.  371.  379.  t  Page  380. 
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iflls,  iHit  tbey  will  do  walhiag  (sayft  the:ktBg),4«A«^tlljhaii« 
woe  de  evtrj-  thing ;.  aiidiiBb8t'of>tliem  do  iroraertiiiin^tf tbe;f 
did  notbing.  I  hsKVo-^vetyhoiiMi;  cha^ais  (i9a3rs'Jie)^t0 
whfliti  I  bave!giT«n«  lkiiig.in.SuiSblk,:biitiiei8a  verygreal 
blocklieadi  aadjet  basbroiighl.aUhisiparisb'to^cfaorcb?  I 
MnpoMsiiigiiie^irhat  he  eoiild;8a]r'l»lliem>'ibribtf.i8aTidry 
sill^ifeUo  w ;  ibvi^  ba»  baeit  abiMtt  IrOnlboutt^Ofbouse^'and 
I,  KiippQSiS .  hks  nonsense.  .iias«aited:tibttf daonfe^iwe  }:flBd  im  re* 
wwd  of  hisdil^QoeilfbaTe-giyeB  bimjafbishbpri^iii  Ire^ 
land."  AboMttUs^tiiBe  i^dph  Wall i^  a!CObbleirtif  ^Hafih 
cdftt^^  pfdriftd^Bd.anmeoQunt  tof  ^  a  grmt  mnaberf  of .aeaadal^ 
ous  i}Qnfora»^iBmiateis^«aid  eiM^^ 
the  g?eaJtid«ipfeas]iraDf^tba:Ql«i^]r;{  and  ilear^c^ayk  Mr. 
BRxter,*'to:.the  ttmplatioiiiof  nmny  N^naainfqnniBtis/wbo 
niJ9btibf^iglad«ftiB]fitUngr#0:hamble)tb€s^^^^^  ^    * 

The  learned  I)r«LAsani8.S6aiaaa,-  tbveje^edfiiiinfBt^  of 
AUballorfr%  B^ad-atn»t,  iliedtbis  year,  df  wjbom.we^faave 
given  some  account  among  the  Cambridge  prefesnord ;  he 
w«9^^i}qfi^4n«EiiWMleliMUege^  nad  by  bisiisiafffali^^le 
ioduatry^resfjl^  Mgheraputntjon in .thd< learned 'woridrfer 
hisexaGt  MsqiiMilPtjtaiioe^itb.l^  langnagedcj:  he  was 

^Q<gblaxdi?iineian^ajOtijite  immmheitiof  the/assnmblyiat  West- 
aumterrlind:  wii8»tafc$n.nolice}of7by  king  CXmrtes  i.-cal  the 
treaty  .oi^.tliejIsle/Qf  :Wigbt^  ibr  JHaaingolar  abililies:inifthe 
diriiatefi .Ablaut jcharcbftgoi^emmentif'  He.jiii4sca]so^maater  of 
S<itorrbQtt8e».rCttiiilmdg^y^  but  loat:;a}iattthe^ Restoration; 
b^iind(eirw«iit«0lrQng3pMns;^ith  admirable  patiene^Bnd  at 
b»)gtb4ied  in.pesrein  tboimonth  of  Septiraiber:l€674 

iMr»  Geoi^  Hughes,  JBL  IK  ^e  ejecebed  minister  of  (Ply- 
montb^  bom  in  Soitlhwark,^  and^edaoe^ed  in  £Jorpus*:Gbrkti 
cirflege,  JQ  Cambridge.  ilHiavwaacirUed^o  a^leelnre  «]  Ijon- 
do%  bntvivas  aileBeed  foraoneonibnQity  bf  aiMBhbishop  Iiaud. 
Aftar  9o»e:tiine.hBrwent  to»Tavislock^tatid  last^of  aU>flclttled 
atrHymouilfa)  hajring/inslkirtioii  4iild^iiinhtatiOtt  Dr. 

Brawarigge^ ; bishop. of .Baceter^  in  ibeyeai'  I644;t  Here  be 
continued  till  ^the  year  l£6£y  wheneeihe  was  cgeoteda  ;week 
before ^the»)t fif;unifofmily iookpiaee;   He^wasufterward 

.*  JUfe,pftft3^.p<23.  . 

.  t  .C^f i^».yol.  ^.  p,  17  J  ,aAd:F^er'A  No«b9iif«rpiiifto'  Ai««iOTUU>'«9^  S.  p.  76. 

+  He  left  a  very  valuable  library,  which  jieMed  700/.  and  was  the  first  sold  bj 
aootioii  ID  fiBgIftiid..*^ED. 

$  Id  1603f  when  hU  another,  who  bad  neyer. child  before,  thoogb  the, was  now 
anarried  to  ber  foartb  husband,  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  ihe  lived  to  liei*  ninety- 
aixtb  year. — £^. 
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dii|Mritoiidd  iHi  St  Nieboks  island,  where  he  coatmcled  mi 
iDGuraide.^in'Yy  and. dropsy^- iwhieb  at  length  put  an  end  to 
hi&  lifei  He  timas , well  liead  in Jthe  fathers^  an  •  acute '  diipv^ 
tafi4,  aMiaQst  faithful  pastor  to  a  iatge  flbok  «nder  hia  eaard^ 
andia;imq6li  )lioiy^  pious,  and  exen^>lary  Gbrislria^.  He  bad 
thoHgiffiiiAeatfiintepealiandtini'Heaceor  aoyasiDifiter  in^tbe 
westiooiiiiitry^iind  r«&i8eda:ricfariBsfaopHok;atthe  Restbra* 
tioai ,  He  wks  botfa>  charitable  aad:<lutt[HtabIe  wben  it  was 
inbiapbiner^  Imd  died  atlengtii'iaa. most  heatenly  taaHae^ 
HI/  d»  numlkofiiXidy  1£61^^  aadin  the  sixtyHburt&^year-of 
liuiafe;  Thetrar^aid  Mr^iJdm'Howe^tWB  8cm*in«4aw^ 
bompoa^^  iiatinjepitaipii:fe|!^lKiiiy  unMcliisiascffibedttwhis 
tomfa*.  / 

<Theiisingdsii»s?as  at  thili^  tinie4uUof  factions  aadiTdiseon^^ 
tenlr^ai^ialng' from  the  late^ealaaiitiesof  fire  and  plague,  as 
we&.as.  the-  bardeit  ^f  Ibe  Dateb  war. ;  trade'  was  uA  a  stand, 
itiid  .great  pimiberiffof  his  majeatg^s  subjeets^'Weiie  bqth-dispi*^ 
ti ted  and.  in^itei^ished  by .  itiie  ^  penal  laws  ;f  ^  bu t  ttiat '  which 
struck  alt  consid^Bate  men  with  »:<panic>v  was  thai  diLf|ger^<^ 
therProtestaht'intetest>  and  the  liberties  ^^  Europe^  •  from 
the  formidable  .progress  oli  the  French  armies^:  which  this 
verysuBinier  qwrr«in;<ihe:6pB»ish  Flanders,  and  fook  the 
strong  town»bf  G&arlieroj^  Bierrgo^  Aetb^  ]I>oaay,<Toaroft5v 
Audeiiaid>3iiiiile;Gourtray>  Fumes^  &c^  which,  with  their 
dependencies,  were  yielded  in  foU  savf  reignty  to  Franea>by 
the  treaty  of  Aix^lai'Obapettev  The^  EagliBh  oouirt  seemed 
uDconcemedat'the'Freich  eonqoesls,  till  they. were  «wa^ 
kenedby  the  danouraof  thS  whDle :iiatiqn>}  upon- this  dr 
Wiliianod  TeiopliB  was.seat<intaHollandy who ina few'w^eks 
con^md^d^  ttipiie' alliance  between^  £>ngland,  HoUond^  and 
Sweden,  whiob-atrengtiienedthe  Protbstant  interest  white 
it  Bubsiited^nbut  die  J^eflch*'mistse8se&>and  ni<^ 
dissolvetibe^ttongestbpiids*^' 

In thii^oritieal^iiatiian  of  affiiirSi abrcmd; eiHtteattea^s 
w»«  tnader:to/qviet  the  minds  of  his  msgeaty^s  ProtestMl 
sni^isttit  at;^hbtaej  for  men  began  to  think  it  high  time  for 
Protestantl^to \>wt  a«top  to  the 'pulling' down 4heir  neigh^ 
bonrs^  hoiises^  wben  the  common -ene^iyilna^thpreatsniDgth^ 
de8tru<&<lo»^f  them  all;  therefore  lord-ke^^  Bridgman^ 
lord'cMef^justice^  Hales,  bishop  Wilkin^l^^i^ol^te,  Dr» 
Burton,  Tillotson^  Stillingfleet,  and  others^  set  on  foot  a 

*  Calaoj,  fol.  3.  p.  S22  ;  or,  Palnier's  NoDconfoitiiiftts'  Memorial,  vol.  1.  p.  387. 
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cooiprehensioR  of  such  as  could  be  brought  into  the  dinreU 
by  some  abatements^  and  a  toleration  for  the  rest.  But  the 
project  was  blasted  by  the  court-^bishopsi  and  lord  Claren- 
don's friends,  who  took  the  alarm,. and  raised  a  mighty  out** 
cry  of  (he  danger  of  the  church.*  Nobody  (say .they)  knows 
where  the  demands  of  the  Presbyterians  will  end ;  the  cause 
of  the  hierarchy  will  be  given  .up,  if  any  of  those  points  are 
yielded  which  have  been  so  much  contested;  besides^  it  is 
unworthy  of  the. church  to  court  or  even  treat  with  her  .ene- 
mies, when  there, is  so  little  reason  to  apprehend  that  we 
should  gain  ajiy  considerable^numbers  thereby*  M\xt  to  this 
it  was  replied,  .that  the  prodigious  increase  of  Popery  and 
infidelity  was  a  loud  call  of  Providence,  to  attempt  even^ 
thing,  that  could  be  done,  without  sin  for  .healuag 'our  'divi- 
sions. That  though  the  Nonconformists  could  nbtilegally 
meet  together  to  bring  in  their  concessions  in  the  name  of 
the  body,,  it  was  well  enough  known  what  they  scrupled, 
and  what  wjould  bring  most  of  them  into  the  church. ..  That 
a,  compliance  in  some  lesser  matters  of  indiSerence  would 
be  no  reproach,  but  an  honour  to  the  church,  how  superior 
soever  she  might  be.in  argument  or  power.f 

The  proposals  were  drawn  up. by. bishop  Wilkins  and 
Dr.  Burton,  and  communicated  by  the  lord*keeper  to  Dr. 
Bates^  Mapton^and  Ba;xter,  and  by  them  to  their  brethren, 
under  the  following,  particulars : 

.  1.  That  such  ministers  who  in  the  late  times  had  been  i>rr 
dained  only  by.  presbyters,  should  have  the  imposition  of  the 
hands, of  a  bishop,  with  this  forln  of  words :•  ''.Take,  thou 
authority  to  preach  the  word  .of  .God,  and  administer  Jthe 
sacraments. in  any  congregation  of  the  church  of.  Englandi 
when  thou  shalt  be  lawfully  appointed  thereunta        . .     . 

S.  That  instead  of  all  former  subscriptions,  after,  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  they  subscribe  the  fol* 
lowing  declaration  :  I  A.  B.  do  hereby  profess  and.deciare, 
that  I  approve  the  dpctrine,  worship,  and  government,  esta- 
blished in  the  church  of  England,  as  containing,  all  things 
necessary  to  salvation.;  and  that  I  will  not  endeavour,  bf 
myself  or  any  other,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  bring  ixi»o^ 
doctrine  contrary  to  that  whichijs  so  established.  And  J, dp 
hereby  promise,  that  1  will  continue  in  the  commUlH<ID.  of 

•  Bornet,  vol.  t.  p.  380,  &c.  v- 

t  Baxter's  Life,  part  3.  p.  S5. 
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the  chiirch  of  England,  and  will  not  do  any  thing  to  disturb 
the  peace  thereof. 

'  3.  That  the  gesture  of  kneeling  at  the  sacrament^  the 
cross  in  baptism,  and  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  be  left 
indifferent,  or  taken  aWay. 

4.  That  if  the  liturgy  and  c&nons  be  altered  in  favour  of 
dissenters,  then  every  preacher  upon  his  institution  shall 
declare  his  asdent  to  the  lawfulness  of  the  use  of  it^  and 
promise/  that  it  shall  be  constantly  used  at  the  time  and 
place  accustomed. 

The  alterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  liturgy,  were 
these: 

To  read  the  psalms  in  the  new  translation. 

To  appoint  lessons  out  of  the  canonical  Scripture  instead 
of  the  Apocrypha. 

Not  to  enjoin  godfathers  and  godmothers,  when  either 
of  the  parents  are  ready  to  answer  for  the  child  in  baptism* 
To  omit  that  eicpression  in  the  prayer,  ^'  By  spiritual  regene- 
ration.'* To  change  the  question,  "  Wilt  thou  be  baptized  V* 
into,  ''Wilt  thou  have  this  child  baptized  ?*'  To  omit  those 
words  in  the  thanksgiving, ''  To  regenerate  this  infant  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  to  receive  him  for  thy  child  by  adoption." 
And  the  first  rubric  after  baptism,  ^^  It  is  certain  by 'God's 
word,"  &c.  In  the  exhortation  after  baptism,  inst€[ad  of, 
<«  regenerate  and  grafted  into  the  body,'*  to  say,  "  receivekl 
into  the  church  of  Christ."  No  part'  of  the  office  of  baptism 
to  be  repeated  in  public  when  the  child  has  been  lawfully 
baptized  in  private. 

To  omit  this  passage  in  the  office  of  confirmation :  ''  After 
the  example  of  thy  holy  apostles,  and  to  certify  them^by  this 
sign  of  thy  favour' arid  gracious  goodness  towards  them." 
And  instead  of, "  Vouchsafe  to  regenerate,"  read, "  Vouchsafe* 
to  receive  into  thy  church  by  baptism." 

To  ortiit  the  expressions  in  matrimony,  "  With  my  body- 
I  thee  worship ;"  and  that  in  the  collect,  <^  Thou  hast  con- 
secrated," i&c. 

In  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  ministers  to  be  allowed  to 
make  use  of  such  prayers  as  they  judge  expedient.* 
.   In  the  burial  of  the  dead,  instead  of,  '^  Forasmuch  as  it 
has  pleased  Almighty  God,  of  his  great  mercy,  to  take  unto 
himself,"  &c.  read,  "  Forasmuch  as  it  has  pleased  Almighty 

♦  Baxter's  Life,  p.  34. 
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QeA  io  take  out  of  this  world  tho  80ul/'^  ^.  biatMd  of^ 
*^  ID  sure  and  certain  hope/'  to  read,  *^  in  9^  fuU  aasuraiioe 
of  the  reiBUf  reetion  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Ghristr'  To  Omit  the 
folloiriqg  words,  "  We  g^ve  thee  hearty .tbaobsj-fi^i?  that  it 
has  pleased  thee  to  deliver  this  our  br0ther  out  of  the 
rniseries  of  thi9  sinful  world;"  and  tbede  other,  '*  iLs  our 
hope  is  this  our  brother- doth.*^ 

In.  the  communion-service  to  change,'^  that  our  sitiful 
bodies ! limy  bet mbde.  cleanly  his  body,"  into,  ''our  sinftd 
souls  and  bodies  may  be  cleansed  by  bis  precious  body 
aadblopd." 

The  commination  not  to  be  enjoined. 

The  liturgy  to  be  abbreviated,  especially  as  to  the-  roorn-^ 
ing  service,  by.omitting  all  the  responsal  prayers,  frpmi  ^*0 
Lord,  open  thou,"  &c.  to  the  litany;  and  the  litany^  anftaU 
tjhe  ^prayera^  from,  ^'  Sou  of  God,  we  beseech  thee/-  &e/to, 
«  We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Father*" 

The  Xiord's  prayer  not  to  be  eiyjoiiied  more  than  oncO, 
viz,  a^r  the  absolution',  except  after  the  miiiiet^r'sf 'prayer 
before  sermon. 

The  Gloria  Pa^i  ta  be  used  but  once,  ^fter  readings  the 
PsaliDs.i    ... 

The  Fieniie  esuUemm  to  be  oniitted^  unless  it  bfe  thought 
fit  to*  put' any  or  all  ofthefirstseven  among  the  sentences 
at  the  beginning. 

The  cOmmufiionMseirvice  to  b&  6mitted%heti>  tUre  are  no 
commuiiioo-dtiys,  except ihe  ieA  eommandmenis,  which  may 
be  read  after  the  creed ;  and  enjoining  the  prayer,  **  Lordv 
hav^  me^y  upoft>  us,  and  )imUne  our  hearts  td'keep  these 
laws/' only  joUce,  at  the  end 

ThexoUects^  epistles,  and-gospels,  to  be  omitted^  except 
Oll.p»9tieul8rh0lydays^  . 

The  prayers  for  the  parlianoleBt  to  be  inserted  immedtatelyf 
after  the  in^ayer  for  the  Toyal  family^  in  this  or^the  like 
form:  "  That  it  may  please  thee  to  direct  and  prosper  Ui 
the  consultations  of  the  high  court  of  parliament,  to  the  ad^ 
vantage  0f  thy  glory,  the  good  of  the  efautrh,  the-dafety, 
honour,  and  welfare,  of  our  sovereign  and  hi&  kingdoms/'  . 

To  omit  the  two  lymns  in  the  tonsecration  of  bf shops, 
and  ordination  of  priests.  ' 

In  the  eatecMsm,  after  the  ^rst  question,  ^'  What  i*  thy* 
name  ?'*  It  may  follow,  f  When  was  this  name  given  thee  ?'' 
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After  that,  ''What  was  promised  for  you  in  baptisirif?'' 
Answ.  "  Three  things  were  promised  for  me."  In  the  ques- 
tion before  the  commandments,  it  may  be  altered  thus, "  You 
said  it  was  promised  for  yau."  To  the  fourteenth  question, 
V  How  many  sacraments  hath  Christ  ordained  ?"  theanswer 
may  be,  "  Two  only,  baptism  and  the  Lord's  su^er." 

Mn  Baxter  proposed  farther,  that  the  subscription  might 
be  only  to  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  church.  That  the 
power  of  bishops,  and  their  courts,  to  suspend  and  silence 
men,  might  be  limited.  That  the  baptismal  covenant  might 
be  explicitly  owned  by  all  who  come  to  the  sacrament.  But 
it  was  replied,  that  more  than  what. was  above  mentioned 
>  would  not  pass  with  the  parliament. 

The  proposals  for  a  toleration  were  communicated  by  Mr. 
Baxter  to  the  Independents  by  Dr.  Owen,  and  were  to  the 
following  effect : 

1.  Thht  such  Protestants  who  could  not  accept  of  the 

.  proposals  for  a  comprehension  might  have  liberty  for.  the 

exercise  of  their  religion  in  public,  and  to  build  or  to  procure 

places  for  their  public  worship  at  their  own  charges,  either 

within  or  near  towns,  as  shall  be  thought  most  exp€fdient. 

3.  That  the  names  of  all  such  persons  whp  are  to  have 
this  liberty  be  registered,  together  with  the  congregatiotis 
to  which  they  belong;  and  the  names  of  their  teachers. 

3.  That  every  one  admitted  to  this  liberty  be  disabled  from 
bearing  any  public  office,  but  shall  fin^  for  offices  of  burden. 

4.  Upon  shewinga  certificate  of  being  listed  among  those 
that  are  indulged,  they  shall  be  freed  from  such  legal  penal- 
ties as  are  to  be  inflicted  on  those  who  do  not  frequent  their 
parish'Churches. 

'  5.  Such  persons  so  indulged  shall  not  for  their  meeting  in 
conventicles  be  punished  by  confiscation  of  estates. 

6.  Provided  they  pay  all  public  duties  to  the  parish  where 

they  inhabit,  under  penalty  of . 

-   7.  This  indulgence,  to  continue  three  years.* 

According  to  these  heads  of  agreement  a  bill  was  prepared 
.for.  the  parliament  by  lord-chief-justice  Hales;  but  bishop 
Wilkinsy  an  honest  and  open-hearted  man,  having  disclosed 
the  affair  to  bishop  Ward,  in  hopes  of  his  assistance,  alarm- 
ed the  bishops,  who,  instead  of  promoting  the  design,  con- 
certed measures  to  defeat  it ;  for  as  soon  as  the  parliament 

*  Baxter's  liife,  part  3.  p.  2d. 
VOL.  IV.  2  o 
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met,  notice  i^ras  taken  that  tbere  were  rmnonrs  withoul 
doors  of  an.  act  to  be  offered  for  comprehension  ^nd  indul- 
genae,  upon  which  a  vote  was  passed,  that  no  man  should 
bring  such  an  act  into  the  house.  And,  to  crush  the  Non* 
conformists  njore  effectually,  archbishop  Sheldon  wrote. a 
circular  letter  to  the  bishops,  of  bis  prorin^e,  dated  June  8, 
to  sead  him  a  particular  account  ^of  the  conventicles  in  their 
several  diocesses,  and  of  the  niimbers  that  frequented  them ; 
and  whether  they  thought  they  might  be  easily  suppressed 
by  the  ^ivil  magistrate.*  When  he  was  provided  with  this 
information  he  went  to  the  king,  ai^l  obtained  a  proclfimttr 
tion  to  put  the  l%ws  in  execution  against  the  Npncqnformr 
ists,  and  particularly  agfiinst  the  preachers,  according  to  the 
statute  of  17th  king  Chi^rles  IL  which  forbids  their  inhabit- 
ing cqrporiitions. 

Thus  the  persecution  was  renewed;  and  the  ps^riiament^ 
stilji  be^t  on  severities,  appointed  a  co^piittee  to  inquire 
ii^tp  the  behaviour  of  the  Nonconformists,  whq  reported  tci 
the  hpu^e^  that  divers  copventi^es,  an4  Qtber  f^ditbyft 
ipeetings,  were  h^M  in  their  very  neighbwv'^QPd,  ii^  defiance 
of  the  lawsi  and  to  the  ds^nger  of  the  pe^c^  of  the  kingdgm^t 
General  Mpi^fc,  whp  was  near  his  end,  and  s,ui)k  almo^  into 
contempt,  wa^  epiplqyf^d.tp  disperse  t)i§m}  ^pd  reoqive^  thfii 
thanks  of  the  hpuse  fof  his;  ^e^l.  in  that  important  service^ 
wherein  he  was  si^re  to  ipeet  with  no  oppositiop*  They  also 
returned  his,  majesty  thinks  for  his  proeldp^atiQQ  for  ^npr, 
pressing  coqventicle?,  desiring  hfof  tp  take  the  ^IW  c^xe 
for  the  future.  3y  this  m^ans  the  private  meetings  qf  thci 
dissenters,  which  had  been  held  by  connivance,  were  ,brpkei^ 
up  again.  Mr.  Baxter  was  committed  to  ClerkepFfellrprison* 
Seh*  preaching  tp  hifi  neigbboiirs  in  bi^  own  hot|se  at  Acton, 
and  for  refn9ing  the  Oxford  oc^th ;  but  tipon  d^n^^fi^ing  W 
habeas  corpus,  his  mittimus  was  d^ured  invalid  fpr  want 
of  naming  the  witnesses.^:  The  justice^  ^Pnld  hc^vem^^nded 
their  mittimus  and  sent  hii|^  tp  Kewgate)  but  IVfr.  Q^xter, 
being  released,  wisely  kept  out  of  the  way.  Mr.  Tfivejrner 
of  Uxbridge  was  sentenced  to  Newgate,  for  tei^ching  a  fem 
children  at  Brentford.  Mr.  Button,  late  UQiyersityrori^tQr^ 
was  sent  tp  prison  for  teaching  two  knights'  spns  in  his  own 
house ;  and  multitudes  in  many  connties  had  the  liku  il9nge^ 
suffering  imprisonment  for  si?[  montb?>§i 

•  Burnet,  vol.  1.  p.  382.         t  IWd.  p.  1^9.         t  Baxter's  Life,  part  3.  p.  49. 
i  Baxter*!  Life,  p.  36. 
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But,  this  itaui  contrary  to  the  hinges  iodinatioM,  w&o  was 

only  for  playing  ihe  disseiiter&  against  the  parliament  for  a 

sum  of  money ;  when  the  house  therefore  was  up^hia  majesty 

ordered  some  of  the  Nonconformists  to  be  told,  that  he  was 

desirous  to  make  them  easy,  and  that  if  they  would  petition 

for  relief  they  should  be  favourably  heard.*    Sir  J.  Barber 

secretary  of  state  acquainted  Dr«  Manton  with  the  king's 

inti^tion^  upon  which  an  address  was  drawn^  up  and  pre-* 

seated  to  his  majesty  at  the  earl  of  Arlington's  lodgings  by 

Dr.  Jacomby  Manton^  and. Bates;  the  king  raceived  them 

gracjou^ly,  and  promised  to  do  his  utmost  to  gat  them  com*- 

prehended  within  the  establishments     He.  wislied 'there  had 

been  no  bars  at  all^  but  that  he  was  forced  to  comply  for 

peace'  sake,  and  that  he  would  endeavour  to  remove  themj 

though  it  was  a  work  of  difficulty.     He  complained  of  the 

umbrage  that  their  numerous  assemblies  gave  to  clamorous 

people,  and  advised  them  to.  uso  their  liberty  with  more  disi^^ 

ci^etion  bemafler.  When  the  ministera  promised  obedienee> 

and  asaored  his  majesty  of  their  steady  loyalty,  and  constant 

peay^rs  for  the  prosperity  of  hia  person  and  government^  he 

dismissed  them  with,  a  smile,  and  told  them,  that  he  was 

against  persecution,  and  hoped  ere  long  to  be  able,  to 

stajid  upon  his  own  l^s.    But  his  majesty's  promises  were 

^Iw^ys  to  be  bought  off  by  a  sum  of  money  to  support  his 

pleasure^ 

Thp  controversy  of  the  reaspnablemc^s  of  toleration  was 
now  warmly  debated  without  doors;  many  ill-natured  bookl 
were  written  to  eji^pose  the  doctrine  of  the  Presbyteriansi 
as  leading  to  aatinomianism  and  licentiousness  of  manners.4 
Others  e2i:posed  their  characters  and  manner  of  preachingi 
Among  these  must  be.reckoned  the  Friendly  Debate,  whicb| 
though  written  by  a  good  man^  says  bishop  Burnet,:^  bad  an 
ill  effect  in  sharpening  people!s.  spirits  too  much  against  the 
dissenters:  the  author  was  Dr.  Simon  Patrick,  afterward 
Vi^hop  of  £ly,  but  now  in  the  heat  of  his  youth ;  who,  by 
aggravatingsome  weak  and  unguarded  expressions,  endea-> 
voiii:^  td  expose  the  whole  body  of  Nonconformist  ministera 
to.  contempt.  But  I  must  do  this  prelate  so  much  justice  a^ 
to  inform  the  reader,  that  iuhis  advanced  age  he  expressed 
his. .dissatisfaction  with  this  part  of  his  conduct;  and,  in  a 
d^bat^  in  the  ho|^  of  lords-  about  the  occasions^  bill^  d«^ 

*  Bsxtfr's  U(9,  part  3.  p.  37.  S7.      t  Ibid.  p«rt  3,  p.  39.     t  Voh  1.  p,  38f« 
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clared,  ^^he  had  been  known  to  write  against  tlie  dissenters 
with  some  warmth  in  his  younger  years,  hot  that  he  had 
lived  long  enough  to  see  reason  to  alter  his  opinion  of  that 
people,  and  that  way  of  writing."  A  rare  instance  of  in- 
genuity and  candour !  We  shall  have  occasion  to  mention 
sir  Roger  L^Estrange  hereafter. 

.    But  one  of  the  most  virulent  writers  of  his  time,  under 
the  form  of  a  clergyman,  was  Samuel  Parker,  afterward 
bishop  of  Oxford,  a  man  of  considerable  learning  and  great 
smartness,  but  of  no  judgment,  and  as  little  virtue ;  and  as 
to  religion,  says  bishop  Burnet,^  rather  impious  than  other- 
wise.   At  length  Andrew  Marvel,  the  liveliest  wit  of  the 
age,  attacked  him  in  a  burlesque  strain,  and  with  so  peculiar 
and  entertaining  an  address,  that  from  the  king  down  to  the 
tradesman,  his  books  were  read  with>  the  highest  pleasure. 
He  had  all  the  men  of  wit  on  his  side,  and  not  only  humbled 
Parker  more  than  the  serious  and  grave  writings  of  Dr.Owen, 
but  silenced  the  whole  party ;  one  of  whdm  concludes  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Marvel  with  these  words :  "  If  thou  daresi  to 
print  or  publish  any  lie  or  libel  against  Dr.  Parker,  by^  the 
eternal  God  I  will  cut  thy  throat."    Subscribed  J.  6. 
'    All  sober  men  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  ungenerous 
and  cruel  to  treat  a  number  of  peaceable  men,  whom  the 
laws  had  put  almost  out  of  their  protection,  in  so  ludierous 
a  manner.'^t     Religion  itself  suffered  by  it.     I  remember, 
says  lord-chief-justice  Hales,  that  when  Ben  Jonson,  in  his 
^play  of  the  Alchymist,  introduced  Anartus  in  derision  of  the 
Piiritatis,  with  many  of  their  phrases  taken  out  of  Scripture, 
in  order  to  render  that  people  ridiculous,  the  play  was  de- 
tested and  abhorred,  because  it  seemed  to  reproach  religion 
itself;*  but  now,  when  the  Presbyterians  were  brought  upon 
the  stage  in  their  peculiar  habits,  and  with  their  distinguish- 
ing phrases  of  Scripture  exposed  to  the  laughter  of  specta- 
tors, it  met  with  approbation  and  applause. 

But  such  was  the  complexion  of  the  court,  that  they  bid 
defiance  to  virtue,  and  even  to  decency,  giving  countenance 
to  all  manner  of  licentiousness.  The  play-houses  were  be- 
come nests  of  prostitution,  says  Burnet,:]:  and  the  stage  was 
defiled  beyond  example;  the  king,  queen,  and  courtiers, 
went  about  in  masks,  and  came  into  citizens'  houses  un-^ 
known,  where  they  danced  with  a  great  deal  of  wild  frolic, 

^  Page  582.        t  Rapio,  p.  406.        t  Bumet,  p.  267. 336.     Rapio,  p.  652. 
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and/ioiniiiitted  indecencies  not  to  be  mentioned.  Tbey  w/ere 
carried  about  in  backney-cbairs^  and  none  could  distinguisb 
them  except  tbose  ivbo  were  in  tbe  secret.  Once  the  (jueen's 
chairman,  not  knowing  who  she  was,  left  her  to  come  home 
in  a  haqkney-coach,  some  say  in  a  cart.  Buckingham,  who 
gloried  in  his  debaucheries,  and  Wilmot  earl  of  Rochester, 
the  greatest  wit  and  libertine  of  his  age,  were  the  principal 
favourites.  To  support  these  extravagances  the.  house  of 
commoDB  supplied  the  king  with  what  money  he  wanted, 
and  were  themselves  so  mercenary,  that  the  purchase  of 
every  man's  vote  was  known ;  for  as  a  man  rose  in  credit 
in  the  house,  he  advanced  his  price,  and  expected  to  be 
treated  accordingly. 

Tbe  tiniversity  was  no  less  corrupt ;  there  was  a  general 
licentiousness  of  manners  among  the  students :  the  sermons 
of  the  younger  divines  Were  filled  with  encomiums  upon 
the  church,  and  satires  against  the  Nonconformists;  the 
evangelical  doctrines  of  repentance,  faith,  charity,  and  prac- 
tical religion,  were  unfashionable.  The  speeches  and  pane-* 
gyrics  pronounced  by  the  orators  aifd  terrcejiliusy  on  public 
occasions,  were  scurrilous,  and  little  less  than  blasphemous ; 
as  appears  by  the  letter  in  the  margin  from  Mr.  Wallis,  to 
the  honourable  Robert  Boyle,  Esq.f  of  tbe  proceedings  at  . 
the  opening  of  archbishop  Sheldon's  theatre,  whichjs  copied 
verbatim  from  the  original  under  his  own  hand. 

About  this  time  died  the  reverend  Mr.  Matthew  Newco- 
men,  M.  A.  the  ejected  minister  of  Dedham  in  Essex;  he 
was  educated  in  St.  John^s  college,  Cambridge,  and  sue-*' 
ceeded  the  famous  Mr.  John  Rogers.  He  was  a  most  ac- 
complished scholar  and  Christian,  a  member  of  the  assembly 

♦  A  Letter  from  Mr,  John  Wallis  to  tlie  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  Esg* 
dated  from  Oxford,  July  17, 1669, 
Sia, 
After  my  hamble  thanks  for  Ibe  bouour  of  yoars  of  Jaly  3, 1  thought  it  not  unfit 
to  gire.yoa  some  aocoant  of  oar  late  proceedings  here.  Friday,  July  9,  was  the 
Uedicatioo  of  oar  new  theatre.  In  the  morning  was  held  a  convooation  in  it,  for 
entering  apoo  ibe  possession  of  it;  wherein  was  read,  first  the  arcbbisliop's  iuslra- 
ment  of  donation  (sealed  with  his  archiepiscopal  sbal)  of  the  theatre,  with  all  its 
furoitare,  to  tbe  end  that  St.  Mary's-charcb  may  not  be  farther  profaned  by  holding 
the  act  io  if. ,  Next  a  letter  of  his,  declaring  his  intention  to  lay  oat  2,0001.  for  a 
porohase  to  endow  it.  Then  a  letter  of  Ihanks  to  be  sent  from  the  aniversity  ^o.hioi, 
wherein  be  is  acknowledged  to  be  both  our  creator  and  redeemer,  for  having  not  only 
built  a  theatre  for  the  act,  bat,  which  is  more,  delivered  tbe  blessed  Virgin  from 
being  so  profaned  for  the  fatare  :  he  doth,  as  the  words  of  ibe  letter  are,  "  non  tan- 
inm  ooodere,  hoc  est  creare,  sed  etiam  redimere."  These  words,  I  confess,  -stopped 
my  inooib  from  giving  a  placet  io  that  letter  when  it  was  pat  to  the  vote.  I  havt 
since  desired  Mr.  Vice-chancellor  to  consider,  whether  they  were  not  liable  to  ft  jas|. 
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of  divines,  and  together  with  Dr.  AmmsmiibBnd  Toekney, 
drew  tip  their  catechism.*  He  was  onexyftbe  confmisslon- 
ers  of  the  Savoy,  and  had  many  oflfers  of  prefermeuPt  in  the 
}ate  times,  but  would  not  desert  his  church  at  Dedham,  till 
he  was  displaced  by  the  act  of  uniformity ;  after  whhfh  he 
retired  to  Holland,  and  became  pastor  of  the  English  i^i^h 
at  Leyden,  where  he  died  about  this  time,  univeitatly  fa^ 
mented  by  the  professors,  for  his  humble  and  pleasant  con- 
versation as  well  as  his  universal  learning*  and  piety:^ 
Mr.  Joseph  Allein,  the  ejected  minister  j:  of  Taunton,  and 


•sceptlon.  He  did  at  first  excase  it ;  bat,  upon  farther  tlioaghta,  T  suppose  he  will 
think  fit  to  alter  them,  before  the  letter  be  sent  and  regutered.  AilBt  fike  voliag  ot 
this  letter.  Dr.  Soath,  as  voiTerulj-onitor,  made  a  long  oration;  the  first  part  of 
which  consisted  of  saliricai  invectives  against  Croniwell,  fanatics,  the  Rojal  Societj, 
and  new  philosophy.  The  nest  of  Mc«miutins ;  tn-pniiae  of  the  nvMbMiop,  thelhealre^ 
the  vice-chancellor,  the.aroliiteQt,  and  th«  painter.  The  last  of  execrations ;  against 
fanatics,  conventicles,  comprehension,  and  new  philosopher ;  damning  them,  a«Itn/'fros 
od  gehinnttm.  The  oration  being  endetf,  Mme  hormmrf  degrees  were  eoBfened,  and 
tho  convocation  dissolved.  The  afternoon  was  spent  in  .panegjiic  oratiotts,  and  re- 
citing of  poems  in  several  sorts  of  verse,  composed  in  praise  of  the  archbishop,  the 
theatre,  &e.  and  orbing  down  fanatics.  The  Whole  wlioa  iMgan  ind  ended  wkh  a 
noise  of  trumpets ;  and  twice  wpa  interposed  variety  of  nosic,  vocal  and  instrumen- 
tal ;  purposely  composed  for  this  occasion.  On  Saturday  and  Monday,  those  exer- 
dsos  appertaining  to  the  act  and  Tespeis,  wfainh  were  wont  to  be  jierforaied  in  St. 
Mary's  ohofeh,  wdre  had  in  the  theatre.  In  which,  l»eaide  the  number  of  proceeding 
doctors  (nine  in  divinity,  four  in  law,  five  in  physic,  and  one  in  music),  there  was 
little  extraordinary ;  bot  only  that  the  terrg  jUhu  far  Wth  days  were  nhoninably 
•oorrilons ;  and  so  suffered  to  proceed  vritheat  the  least  oheck  or  interruption  from 
vice-chancellor,  pro-vice-chancellors,  proctors,  curators,  or  any  of  thone  who  were  to 
g^ovem  the  exercises ;  which  gave  so  general  oflfenee  to  oil  honest  spactatoira,  that  I 
bdieve  the  aniversity  liath  thereby  lost  more  reputation  than  they  have  gained  by 
all  the  rest ;  all  Or  most  of  the  beads  of  houses,  and  eminent  persons  in  the  aniversity, 
with  their  relations,  being  represented  ns  a  company  of  whorcwMMters,  whores,  and 
donees.  And,  among  the  rest,  the  excellent  lady,  which  your  lel|er  mentions,  was, 
in  the  broadest  language,  represented  as  guilty  of  those  crimes,  of  which  (if  fhere 
were  oocaaion)  yon  woeid  not  atiok  to  be  her  cempvrgator ;  and  (if  it  had  been  s^ 
•be  might  (yet)  have  been  ealled  whore  in  much  more  civil  language.  During  this 
solemnity  (and  for  some  days  before  and  since)  have  been  oonstandy  acted  (by  die 
vice-chancellor's  allowance)  two  stage-play^  a  day  (by  those  of  the  dnke  of  York's 
house)  at  a  theatre  erected  for  that  purpose  at  the  town-hafl ;  whick  (for  aught  I 
hear)  was  much  the  more  innocent  theatre  of  the  two.  It  hath  been  here  a  common 
fame  for  divers  weeks  (before,  at,  and  since,  the  act)  that  the  Tice-ehancellor  had 
given  SOO/.  hood  (some  say  5002.  bond)  to  the  (errc  Jilius,  to  save  them  harndess, 
whatever  they  should  say,  provided  it  were  neither  blasphemy  nor  treason.  But 
this  I  take  to  be  a  slander.  A  less  encouragement  would  serve  the  tun  with  svcfc 
persons.  Since  the  act  (to  satisfy  the  common  clamour)  the  Tioe-cfaaneellor  hntb 
imprisoned  both  of  them :  and  it  is  said  he  means  to  expel  them.  I  am,  Sir, 
Your  honour's  very  humble  and  affectionate  serrant, 

JOHM  Wallis. 

*  I  have  by  me  a  copy  of  Mr.  Neal's  History,  which  was  formerly  the  property  oF 
the  Rev.  4obo  Waldron,  a  dissenting  minister  in  Exeter,  who  has  written  in  the 
ipargin,  here,  this  note.  "  I  have  been  assured  by  Mr.  Edward  Parr,  an  ejected 
sainister,  whc  lived  with  Pr.  Clooge,  that  he  drew  up  the  catechism.    J.  W."^— Ed. 

t  Calamy,  vol.  9.  p.  994*    Palmer's  Nonconformists'  Memorial,  vol.  1.  p.  505. 

t  To  speak  with  accuracy,  Mr.  Allein  was  only  assistant  to  Mr.  George  Newton 
the  jninlsier  of  Taonton.    Dt*  Grey.-^En. 
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tfitlicir  of  the  Call  to  the  Uncohrerted,  was  born  at  De- 
vises in  Wiltshire,  and  educated  in  Lincoln-eollege^  Oxom 
He  was  public  preacher  in  the  church  of  Taunton  about 
•even  years^  and  was  universally  beloved  for  his  great  piety 
and  devotion.    After  his  ejectment^  he  preached  as  he  had 
opportunity  six  or  seven  times  a  week.    May  26^  1663,  he 
#as  committed  to  Ilchester-jail,  for  singing  psalms  in  his 
own  bouse,  and  preaching  to  his  family,  others  being  pre- 
sent: here  he  continued  a  year,  but  upon  his  enlargement 
he  returned  again  to  his  work,  which  he  followed  with  un- 
wearied diligence.     July  10^  1665,  he  was  committed  a 
second  time  to  jail  with  several  other  ministers  and  forty 
private  persons ;  where  he  contracted  such  distempers  and 
weaknesses  as  brought  him  to  his  grave  before  he  was  thirty- 
six  years  of  age.*     He  was.  an  awakening,  lively  preacher, 
cealous  and  succ^ssfbl  in  his  Master's  work,  and  withal  of  a 
peaceable  and  quiet  spirit.  He  died  ifi  the  year  1668  or  1669; 
The  tide  in  the  house  of  commons  still  riin  very  strong 
on  the  side  of  persecution,  as  appears  by  two  extraordinary 
clalises  added  to  the  coiiventicle-aet,  which,  having  expired 
Some  time  since,  was  now  revived  by  the  parliament  which 
met  October  19.    The  court  went  into  it  with  a  view  of 
reducing  the  Pi^sbyterians  to  the  necessity  of  petitioning 
for  a  general  toleration.    **  If  we  would  have  opened  the 
door  to  let  in  Popery  (says  Mr.  Baxterf),  that  their  tolera- 
tion mi^ht  have  been  charged  upon  us,  as  done  for  our  sakes, 
and  by  our  procur^mentj  we  might  in  all  likelihood  have 
had  our  part  in  it ;  but  I  never  shall  be  one  of  them  who,  by 
any  new  pressures,  shall  consent  to  petition  for  the  Papist^s 
liberty;  no  craft  of  Jesuits  or  prelates  shall  make  me  believe, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  the.  Nonconformists  to  take  this  odi-^^ 
urn  upon  themselves.'' j:  The  court-bishops  were  for  the  bill^ 
but  the  moderate  clergy  werb  against  it.    Bishop  Wiikins 
spoke  against  it  in  the  house ;  and  when  the  king  desired 
him  in  private  to  be  quiet,  he  replied,  that  he  thought  it  an 
ill  thing  both  in  conscience  and  policy,  therefore  as  he  was 
an  Englishman,  and  a  bishop,  he  was  bound  to  oppose  it : 
and  since  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  England,  and  by 
his  tnajiisty^s  ikvour,  he  had  a  right  to  debate  and  vote,  he 
was  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  own  his  opinion  in  that 

*  CalMDj,  vol.  2.  p.  574.     Palmer,  vol  2.  p.  377. 

t  P«rt  3.  p.  36. .  X  Burnet,  vol.  1.  p.  400. 
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matter.  Hd wever,  the  bill  passied  both  houses,  antl  reeelreii 
the  royal  assent  April  1 1 ,1670.*  It  was  to  the  following  effect? 
^'  That  if  any  persons  upwards  of  sixteen  years  shall  be  pre- 
sent at  any  assembly,  conventicle,  or  meeting,  under  colour 
or  pretence  of  any  exercise  of  religion,  in  any  other  man? 
ner  than  according  to  the  liturgy  and  practice  of  the  church 
of  England^  where  there  are  five  persons  or  more  present^ 
besides,  those  of  the  said  household^  in  such  cases  the  of^ 
fender  shall  pay  five  shillings  for  the  first  offence^  and  ten 
shillings  for  the  second.  And  Ihe  preachers  or  teachers 
in  any  such  meetings  shall  forfeit  twenty  pounds  for^the 
first  and  forty  for  the  second  offence.  And  lastly,  those  who 
knowingly  suffer  any  such  conventicles  in  their  houses, 
barns,  yards,  &c.  shall  forfeit  twenty  pounds.  Any  justice 
ol^  peace,  on  the  oath  of  two  witnesses,  or  any  .other  aufii^ 
cient  proof,  may  record  the  offence  under  his  hand  and  seal; 
which  record  shall  be  taken  in  law  for  a  full  and  perfect 
conviction,  and  shall  be  certified  at  the  next  quarter  ses- 
sions. The  fines  above  mentioned  may  be  levied  by  jdiatress 
and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods  and  chattels,  and  in  case  of 
the  poverty  of  such  offender^  upon  the  gopds  and  chattels 
of  any  other  person  or  persons,  that  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  been  present  at  the  said  conventicle,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  justice  of  peace,  so  as  the  sum  to  be  levied  on 
any  one  person,  in  case  of  the  poverty  of  others,  do  not 
amount  to  above  ten  pounds  for  any  one  meeting :  the  con- 
stables, headboroughs,  &c.  are  to  levy  the  same  by  war- 
rant from  the  justice,  and  to  be  divided,:  one  third  for  the 
use  of  the  king,  another  third  for  the  poor,  and  the  other 
third  to  the  informer  or  his  assistants,  regard  being  had  to 
their  diligence  and  industry  in  discovering,  dispersing,  and 
punishing,  the  siid  conventicles.  The  fines  upon  ministers 
for  preaching  are  to  be  levied  also  by  distress ;  and  in  case  of 
poverty,  upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  any  other  preseni; 
an4  the  like  upon  the  house  where  the  conventicle  is  .held; 
and  the  money  to  be  divided  as  above. 

*^  And  it  is  farther  enacted,  that  the  justice  or  justices  of 
peace,  constables,  headboroughs,  &c.  may  by  warrant,  with- 
what  aid,  force,  and  assistance,  they  shall  think  necessary, 
break  open,  and  enter  into,  any  house  or  place  where  they 
shall  be  informed  9f  the  conventicle,  and  take  the  persons 

•  Rapio,  p.  655, 
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into  cUstody.-^-Aoil  the  lieutenants^  or  other  comniissioned 
oflicers  of  the  militia,  may  g;et  tog;ether  such  force  andas- 
sistanee  as  they  think  necessary)  to  dissolve,  disaipate,  and 
diverse  such  unlawful  meetings^  and  take  the  persons  into 
custody."  Then  follow  two  extraordinary  clauses :  ^'  That 
if  any  justice  of  peace  refuse  to  do  his  duty  in  the  execution 
of  4his  act,  he  shall  forfeit  five  pounds. 

'^  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  that  all  clauses  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  most  largely  and  beneficially  forth^  suppressf. 
ing  conventicles,  and  for  the  justification  and  encouragement 
of  all  persons  to  be  employed  in  the  execution  thereof.  No 
warrant  or  mittimus  shall  be  made  void,  or  reversed,  for 
any  default  in  the  form ;  and  if  a  person  fly  from  one  coun-> 
ty  or  ^corporation  to  another,  his  goods  and  chattels  shall  be 
seizable  wherever  they  are  found.  If  the  party  offending  be* 
a  wife  cohabiting  with- her  husband,  the  fine  shall  be  levied 
oa  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  hndband,  provided  the  pro-t 
seoution  be  within  three  months." 

The  wit  of  man  could  hardly  invent  any  things  short  of 
capital  punishment,  more  cruel  and  inhuinan.*  One  would 
have  thought  a  prince  of  so  much  clemency  as  Charles  11. 
who  had  often  declared  against  persecution,  should  not 
have  consented  to  it,  and  that  no  Christian  bishop: should 
have  concurred  in  the  passing  it.  Men's  houses  are  to  be* 
plundered,  their  persons  imprisoned,  their  goods  and  cfaat-> 
tels  carried  away,  and  sold  to  those  who  would  bid  forthem^ 
Encouragement  is  given  to  a  vile  set  of  informers^  and 
others,  to  live  upon  the  labour  and  industry  of  their  consci-: 
entious  neighbours.t  Multitudes  of  these  infaoious  wretches 
spent  their  profits  in  ill  houses,  and  upon  lewd  women*^  and 
then  went  about  the  streets  again  to  hunt  for  fiirtherprej. 
The  law  is  to  be  construed  in  their  favour,  and  the  power 
to  be  lodged  in  the  hand  of  every  individual  justice  of 
peace,  who  is  to  be  fined  5/.  if  he  refuses  his  warrant. 
Upon  this,  many  honest  men,  who  would  not  be  the  instrur 

*  This  iniqaitoDS  ]aw,  bj  tbe  power  with  wfaicb  it  invested  a  siagl?  jostice,  de- 
■trojed  tbe  bulwadL  of  English  liberty,  tbe  trial  by  jury.  It  pODisbed  the  iDDOoeot- 
for  the  goilty,  by  sabjecting  the  httsband  to  a  penalty  for  the  condoct  of  tkie  wife,  and 
the  goods  of  any  person  present  to  fines,  wbich  other  offenders  were  inoompetent  to 
discharge.  The  mode  of  conviotion  was  clandestiDe.  Its  natural  tendency  was  to 
infloenoe  magistrates  to  partiality  in  jadgment,  and  to  reverse  the  scriptural  qaalifica- 
tioa  for  magiHtraoy  to  the  encooragement  of  evil-doers,  and  the  panishment  of  tboso 
who  do  well ;  by  ihe  fines  it  imposed  on  jnstioes  and'  on  ofiioers,  and  by  the  sanotioA 
it  gave  to  informers,    Goagb's  History  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  2.  p.  298,  299. — Ed. 

t  Burnet,  p.  398.  r 
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IneiitB  of  Meh  severities^  qoittM  Urn  himdk.  Hit.  Bdiftrdi 
being  ashaBied  to  ascribe  these  craehies  lo  the  iliBtieiieeof 
the  bishojp^  say9,  <^  that  this  and  all  the  peval  laws  iflfiide 
against  the  dissenters  were  the  acts  of  parliaineot,  and  not 
of  the  churchy  and  were  nlnde  mdce  oil  a  citH  and  political^ 
than  upon  a  moral  or  religious  account  $  and  always  upon 
some  fresh  provocation  in  reality  or  appeorimee/'  This  it 
the  language  by  which  the  patrons  of  high««h«rch  cMelty 
endeavour  to  excuse  themselves  from  the  guilt  of  peraeicu- 
tion ;  but  it  must  fell  somewhere ;  and  that  it  may  not  ftll 
too  heavy  upon  the  churchy  it  is  artfiiHy,  and  with'  greet 
good  mannerS)  cast  entirely  upon  the  legislature,  end  put 
upon  the  score  of  sedition^  whereas  it  was  Well  known  the 
dissenters  behaved  peaceably^  and  were  Very  fkr  from  dis^ 
turbing  the  state.  Nor  does  the  preamble  to  the  act  charge 
them  with  disloyalty,  but  only  says,  '*^  that  for  the  providing 
speedy  remedies  against  the  practice  of  seditious  sectaries, 
and  others^  who  under  pretence  of  tender  consciences,  have 
or  may  at  their  meetings  contrive  insurrections,*  be  it  en- 
acted/' &c.  as  if  it  was  possible  to  do  this  in  the  company 
of  women  and  servants,  who  were  always  preeent  in  their 
amemblies.  It  is  therefore  evident^  that  the  act  was  levelled 
^purely  against  liberty  of  eoDScienee^  and  was  so  severely 
eacectited»  that,  as  sir  Harry  Capel  observes,  there  was 
hardly  a  cotiventide  to  be  lirard  of  all  over  EnglUnd.  The 
two  houses,  seys  our  church  hifttorian.t  wei«  express  for 
the  execution' of  these  laws ;  the  bishops  and  clergy  were 
sincerely  zealous  in  it,  and  the  honest  justices  end  magis- 
tnutes^  as  he  caUs  them,  bore  the  more  hard  upon  thetn^  be- 
cause they  saw  them  so  bold  in  despising  and  evadih^  the 
justice  ef  the  imtion. 

Great  Bumbers  were  prosecuted  ob  this  ect^  and  mae;^ 
industrious  families  reduced  to  poverty.    Mdny  ministers 

*  «  These  wordi,  w  late  experieoee  hae  ihewB>  were  slilj  onitted»"  s^e  Dri 
Grey,  ^ho  adds,  "  Here  he  (Mr.  Neal)  injarionsljr  lajs  the  blame  upon  the  bishops, 
•8  if  the  king  luid  the  two  konset  were  wbolljr  onder  their  direbtioii  wuA  iotoetice; 
and  treats  Mr.  Arckdeaebn  Bohard  not  OYer-oiTiUy  for  being  of  a  ootttravy  o^ibioB." 
The  first  oeasnre  is  this  paragraph  is  eot  very  eivil  in  Dr.  Gny  ;  nor  does  it  appear 
well  grovoded,  siaoe  Mr.  Neal  has  inserted  so  mnoh  of  the  paragraph  as  ehargteatb« 
sectaries  with  kating  contrived  insanreotions.  Nor  does  Mr.  Neal  lay  the  wMe 
blame  upon  the  bishops,  for  he  says,  *'  the  two  hoases  were  for  the  exeeation  of  these 
laws;"  thoogk,  it  is  trte,  indeed,  be  is  not  willing  that  the  gailt  sboold  be  cast  en- 
tirely upon  the  legtslatKe ;  for  **  the  bishops  and  clergy  won  tincerely  mUovs  iH 
this  business  of  poraecttlioB."— -Ep. 

t  Page  286.  * 
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tirbr#  ednfitfcA  iil  jaSs  atid  ctdse  pmans ;  stad  ^Mri^iiu  W^e 
i^^ttdd  out  against  ihetn  tmd  their  he%n*e^9,  whefreby  gi^^«t 
gttms  of  momy  #ere  Ichried.    In  the  dioc^86  of  Sarisboty 
the  ^rsecotion  #a8  hottest,  by  the  instigation  of  bishop) 
Ward ;  many  hawdlwds  being  l^nrsued  with  gr^ett  indiftstrj^^ 
and  dmen  from  tbeit  fafnili^  and  trade8>    Th^  att  #^^ 
exdc^ted  with  sifdi  severity  in  Starling's  mayoralty^  that 
many  of  the  trading  mth  in  tlie  city  wef^  removin^g  with 
their  effecfts  to  Holland^  tiH  the  king  pitt  a  istop  to  il.t   In- 
fbrmars  were  every  where  at  work,  and  having  tifept  in- 
to rel^fioud  assembiieB  4n  dii^i^,  ieVied  gre^t  ^msi  df 
money  upon  nrinisters  and  people.    Soldiers  bl^et:^  into  tb^ 
honsefi  of  honest  faitsrers,  under  pretence  of  searching  for 
conventicles,  and,  whcrre  ready  ¥iibney  wais  "Wanting,  they 
plundered  their  goods,  drove  away  their  cattle,  tfnd  sold 
them  for  half-price.    Many  were  {!4under^  of  thefr  house- 
hold ftfrniture ;  the  «ick  ^d  their  beds  Vak^  fro^  under 
them,  and  themselves  laid  on  the  floor.    Shoold  I  sbm  np 
all  the  particulars,  and  the  accounts  I  have  received,  says 
Mr.  Sewel,$  it  would  make  «t  volume  of  itself.    Theste  vile 
creatares  were  not  only  encouraged,  but  pushed  on  Vehe'^ 
hiently  by  their  spirittml  guides:  for  this  pntpoto  arch- 
bishop  Sbeidon  sent  anothert^ircular  letter  to  all  the  bishops 
in  his  province,  dated  May  7,  I6f0,  in  whidh  he  dir^ts 
all  ecclesiastical  judges  and  offic^re,  ^  to  take  notice  of 
all  Nonoonformists,  holders,  frequenters,  maintainers,  and 
abettors,  of  conventicles,  especially  of  the  preachers  or 
teachers  in  tiiem,  and  <^  the  places  wherein  they  are  h^ld ; 
ever  keeping  a  moro  watckful  eyo  Ovei^  the  cities  and 
greater  towns,  from  wfaeftc^  the  mischitf  h  for  the  mbbt 
part  derived  nnto  the  te^d^r  villages  and  hamtelis.    And 
wheresoever  they  find  such  Wilful  ofibDderS,  tfalat  then  wiith 
a  hearty  afibction  to  th^lvorsfaip  of  God,  the  honotir  of 
the  king  and  his  laws,  a/nd  the  peace  of  the  king  and  his 
laws,  aiid.the  peace  of  the  church  and  kingdom,  they  do  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  civil  magistrate,  justices,  and  others 
concerned,  imploring  their  help  and  assistance  for  prevent- 
ing and  suppressing  the  same,  according  to  the  late  act  in 
that  behalf  made  and  set  forth. — And  now,  my  lord,  what 
the  success  will  be  we  must  leave  to  God  Almighty;  yet^ 

•  CaltfiBT's  Abridgment,  Tol.  l«t»*  3a3*  t  doftatft,  p.  598. 

t  Sewel,  p.  493. 
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my  ]ord>  I  have  this  coofidence  under  God,  that,  if  we  .do 
our  parts  now  at  first  seriously,  by  God's  help«  and  the  as- 
sistance of  the  civil  power,  considering  the  abundant, care, 
and  provision  tjhe  act  contains  for  our  advantage,  we  shi^U 
in  a  few  months  see  so  great  an  alteration. in  the  distrac* 
tiops  of  these  times,  as  that  the  seduced  people  returniiig 
from  their  seditious  and  self-seeking  teachers  to  the  unity 
of  the  church,  a|id  uniformity. of  God^s  worship,  it  will  1>e 
to  the  glory  of  God,  the  welfare  of  Jhe  church,  the  praise 
of  his  majesty  and  government,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
whole  kingdom/'  Can  this .  be  the  language  of  a  Christian 
and  Protestant  bishop;  or  is  it  not  more  like  a  &ther  of 
the  inquisition,  or  the  dragopning  commission .  of  Jjewis. 
XI v.. when  he  revoked  the  edict  of  Nantz  ?* 

Copies  of  this  letter  were,  sent  by  the  archdeacons  to  the 
oiBcers  of  the  several  parishes  within  their  jurisdictions, 
earnestly  exporting  them  to  take  especial  qare,  to  perform 
whatsoever  is  therein  required,  and  to  give  an  account  at  the 
next  visitation.  Many  of  the  bishops  chose  to  lie  behind 
thecurtaip,  and  throw  off  the  pdium  fromthemselvesiothe 
civil  magistrate ;  but  some  of.  the  more  zealous;  could,  not 
for))ear  appearing  in  person,  as  bishop  Ward,  already  men- 
tioned, ^  and  bishop  .  Gunning,t  who  often  .  disturbed  the. 
meetings  in  person:  once  finding  the  doors  shut,  he  ordered 
the  constable  to  break  them  open  with  a  sledge;  another 
time  he  sat  upon  the  bench  at.  the  quarter-sessions,  upon, 
which  the  chairman  desired  his  lordship  to  give  the.  charge, 
which  he  refusing  received  a  very  handsome  rebuke;  it 
being  hardly  consistent  with  one  that  is  an«amba^jsador  of 
the  Prince  of  peace,  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  consciences 
of  bis  poor  countrymen  and  neighbours,  in  order  to  plunder 
and  tear  them  to  pieces.j:  The  bishop  was  so  zealoqs  in 
the  cause,  that  he  sunk  his  character  by  giving  a  public 
chiBLllenge  to  the  Presbyterians,  Independents,  Anabaptists, 
and  Quakers,  and  appointed  three  days  for  the  disputation ; 

*  Calaiiij*8  Abridg.  toI.  1.  p.  328. 

t  HeDshaw,  tLie  bishop  of  Peterboroagh,  declared  pabliiolj  in  the  cbarch  at  Row- 
el, arter  be  liad  commanded  the  oflScera  to  pat  this  act  in  execalioD,  *'  Against 
all  fanatics  it  hath  done  its  bnsiness,  exoept  the  Qoakers :  hot  when  tbe.  parliament 
sits  again,  a  stronger  law  will  be  made,  not  only  to  take  awaj  their  lands  and  goods, 
bnt  also  to  sell  them  for  bondslaves."  On  this  Mr.  Cough  properlj  asks,  **  Who 
can  acqait  the  chafoh  so  called  of  their  share  in  the  persecotion,  when  the  raler« 
thereof  w6re  so  initemperatelj  warm  and  actiTe  in  it,  and  still  insatiate  with  all  these 
severities,  iohamanly  planning  more  and  greater."    History,  toI.  2f  p.  SOS.-^Ed. 

t  Calamy,  vol.  2.  p.  692. 
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on  the  first  of  which  his  lordship  went  into  the  pulpit  in  the 
church,  where  was  a  considerable  cong^regation,  and  charged 
the  former  with  sedition  and  rebellion  out  of  their  books, 
but  would  hear  no  reply.*  When  the  day  came  to  dispute 
with  the  Quakers,  they  summoned  their  friends,  and  when 
the  bishop  railed,  they  paid  him  in  his  own  coin  ;  and  fol- 
lowed him  to  his  very  house  with  repeated  shouts,  *^  The 
hireling  flieth/' 

The  Nonconformist  ministers  did  what  they  could  to  keep 
themselves  within  the  compass  of  the  law;  they  preached 
frequently  twice  a  day  in  large  families,  with  only  four 
strangers,  and  as  many  under  the  age  of  sixteen  as  would 
come ;  and  at  other  times,  in  places  where  people  might 
hear  in  several  adjoining  houses ;  but  after  all,  infinite 
mischiefs  ensued,  families  were  impoverished  and  divided; 
friendship  between  neighbours  was  interrupted  ;  there  was 
a  general  distrust  and  jealousy  of  each  other;  and  some- 
times upon  little  quarrels,  servants  would  betray  their  mas- 
ters, and  throw  their  afiairs  into  distraction.  Ambng  others 
that  sufferied  at  this  time  was  Dr.  Manton,  who  was  appre- 
hended on  a  Lord's  day  in  the  afternoon,  just  as  he  had 
done  sermon,  the  door  being  opened  to  let  a  gentleman 
out,  the  justice  and  his  attendants  rushed  in  and  went-^  up 
stairs;  they  stayed  till  the  doctor*  had  ended  his  prayer, 
and  then  wrote  down  the  names  of  the  principal  persons 
present,  and  took  the  doctor's  promise  to  come  to  them  at 
a  house  in  the  piazzas  of  Covent-Garden^  where  they  ten- 
dered' him  tbe  Oxford  oath,  upon  his  refusal  of  whichj  he 
was  committed  prisoner  to  the  Gate-house;  where  he  con- 
tinued till  he  was  released  by  the  indulgence.  At  another 
time  his  meeting-house  in  White- Hart  Yard  was  broken 
up;  the  place  was  fined J02.  and  the  minister  20f.,  which 
wks  paid  by  lord  Wharton,  who  was  then  present ;  they 
also  took  down  the  names  of  the  hearers,  for  the.  benefit  of 
the  justices  oCpeace  and  spiritual  courts. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Quakers  was  very  extraordinary, 
and  had  something  in  it  that  looked  like  the  spirit  of  mar- 
tyrdom.t  They  met  at  the  same  place  and  hour  as  in  times 
of  liberty,  and  when  the  officers  came  to  seize  them,  none 
of  them  would  stir ;  they  went  all  together  to  prison ;  they 
stayed  there  till  they  were  dismissed,  for  they  would  not 

•  Calamj  •  Abridg.  vol.  2.  p.  334.  t  Bornet^p.  398. 
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petition  lo  be  set  ^t  libejly^  qor  pay  the  fioe^set  mpon  tli^iii> 
l^r  $0  mpcb  a9  the  prison-fees.  When  they  were  dUcharged, 
tbey  went  to.  their  meeting-house  again,  as  before ;  and 
when  th,e  doora  were  shut  up  by  order^  they  as8emble.d  in 
great  numbers  in  the  street  before  the  doors^  sayings  they 
Yfould  not  be  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  disown  their  meeting 
together  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  worship  God ;  but  in 
imitation  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  they  would  do  it  more  pub.- 
Uclyj  because  they  were  forbid.  Some  called  this  obstiniicy, 
others  firmness ,  but  by  it  they  carried  their  point,  the  go^ 
yernment  being  weary  of  contending  against  so  much  per- 
yerBenes9.* 

On  the  1st  of  Sieptember,  1670^  two  of  their  principal 
^peaJkers,  Wm.  Penn  and  Wm.  Mead,  were  tried  at  the 
OU-Bailey,  for  an  unlawful  and  tumultuous  assembly  in 
the  open  street,  wherein  they  spake  or  preached  to  the  peo- 
ple^ who  were  assembled  in  Gra^echurch-street,  to  the 
ni^mber  of  three  or  four  hundred,  in  contempt  of  the  king's 
law^j.  ai|d  to  the  diaturbance  of  the  peace.  The  prkonecs 
pleaded  Not.guilty,  butmet  with  some  of  some  of  the  8e¥e-^ 
re$t  u$age  that  has  been  known  in  an  English  oomrt  of  jus* 
tif^eu  They  were  fined  forty  marks  apiece  for  coming  into 
coMrt  vvith  their  hats  on,  though  it  was  not  done  out  of  con- 
tempt,  but  from  a  prinisiple  of  their  religion.  It  appeared 
Uy  th^  witnesses,  that  there  was  an  aaaanMy.  in  6jrace<' 
church-street,  but  there  was  neither  riot,  nor  tumult,  nor 
force  of  armst  Mr.  Penn  confessed  they  were  so  far  from 
r^antingi  ^r.  declining  to  itindkate  the  assembliAg  them^ 
si^yes  to.  preachy  pray,  or  worship  tha  eternal,  holy,  just 
God,  that  they  declared  to.  all  the  wopld^  they  believed  it 
to  be  their  duty,  and  that  all  tha  powers  on  earth  should 
nat  he  able  to  divert  them  from  it.  When  it  was  said,  they 
iirere  not  arraigned  for  worsUppiag  Grod,  but  for  kve^ing 
the  )aw^  William  Penn  affirmed  he  had  brokwnolaw,  and 

*  A  respeoUble  member  of  the  society  of  Quakers  has  remarked,  with  propriety  and 
fp)p}0«.  OD..tbialangaage;,of  bishop  Burnet,  *<'t}i|tt  had  he  ooncloded  with  the  word 
perfOTeraDoe  instead  of  perverseness^  his  desoriptioo  bad  been  Jess  objcctioiwble»  ai^ 
being  nearer  the  troth.  The  prejudice  discovered  by  that  dignified  prelate  against 
this  paople  taaislied  bis  xepotation  as  a  faithfial  historiaOf  ao^  as  «  man ;  as  a  tra^ 
son  of  the  chordi,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered,  when  it  is  con^jdered.  thai  they» 
rejecting  its  honours  and  its  revenues,  struck  at  the  root  of  the  bierarcoy:  whilst 
otluv  dii^entem,  in  general,  contending. chiefly  abeol  rkes  and  ceremonies,  maoilesW 
ed  Httle  or  no  objection  to  tl|at  grand  support,  pecuniary  eipplaiQf  nt ;  as  t^^r  prac- 
tice in  Common,  purticularly  during  the  interregn'am,  ioconie^labry  proTed/'  A  Let- 
to  the  EdijU>r«^Bi>. 
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^tlli^ligild  tlie  i^Qorder  to  tell  bim  upon  what  law  hewaa 
proseC(Ute4  Tb^  recorder  answered^  upon  the  commoa 
iaw>  but  coqld  qo^  teU  where  that  coiaaioa  law  was  to  be 
found.  Penn  insisted  upp/i  his  producing  the  law,  but  the 
court  overruled  biw,  and  called  hims  ^  troublesome  fellow, 
Penn  replied,  "  I  design  no  affront  to  the  courts  but  if  yott 
deny  tQ  acquaint  me  with  the  law  yoii  say  I  have  br^^ken, 
you  deny  in^  the  right  that  is  due  to  every  Englishfnan,  and 
evidence  to  the  whole  world  that  yom  diesigns  are  arbi-. 
trary.".  Upon  which  he  was  baled  ftxwft  the  bar  into  the 
bail-dpolc.  Aa  he  was  going  out,  he  9aid  to.  the  jury,  MI£ 
thetie  fundamental  laws  which  relate  taiiWty  and  property 
mus|;  not  be  indispensably  maintained,  who  can  say  he  has 
a.  right  to  the  coat  upon  his  back  ?  Certainly  then  our  libera 
ties  4kre  openly  to  be  invaded,  our  wives  to  be  ravished,  our 
children  enslaved)  and  our  estates  led  away  in  triumph,  by 
evQi^y  sturdy  beggar  and  malicious  informer,  as  their  tro- 
phies/' 

William  Mead,  being  left  alone  at  the  bar,  said,  ^<  You- 
men  of  the  jui^,  lam  accused  of  meeting  by  force  of  arms, 
in  a  tumultuous  manner.—rTime  was  when  I  had  freedom 
to  use  a  carnal  weapon,  and  then  I  feared  no  man ;  but  now 
I  &ar  the  living  God,  and  dare  not  make  use  thereof  nor; 
hurt  any  man.  I  am  a  peaceable  man,  and  therefore  de- 
mand to  know  upon  what  law  my  indictment  is  founded ; 
if  the.  recordei^  will  not  tell  what  makes  a  riot.  Coke  wilL. 
tell  bim,  that  it  is  when  three  or  more  are  met  together  to^ 
beat  a  man,  oi^  to  enter  forcibly  into  another  man's  lands^ 
to  out  his  grass  or  wood,  or  break  down  his  pales."  Upon, 
this  the  recorder,  having  lost  all  patience,  pulled  off  hia 
hat,  and  said,  1  thank  you,  sir,  for  telling  me  what  the  law 
is»  Mead  replied^  Thou  mayest  put  on  thy  hat,  I  have  no. 
fee  for  thee  now.  The  mayor  Starling  told  him,  he  de- 
served to  have  his  tongue  cut  out,  and  ordered  himlikewise^ 
to  be  carried,  to  the  bail-dock* 

Wh^n  the  prisoners  wer^  gone,  the  recorder  gaise  the 
jury  their  charge,  upon. which  William  Penn  stood  up,  and: 
with  a  loud  voice  said,  ^^  I  appeal  to  the  jury,  and  this 
great  assembly,  whether  it  be  not  contrary  to  the  undoubt- 
ed right  of  every  Englishman,  to  give  the  jury  their  charge 
in  the  absence  of  the  prisoners  ?''  The  recorder  answered 
with  a  sneer.  Ye  are  present,  ye  do  he^,  do  ye  not  ?    Penn 
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answered,  **  No  thanks  to  the  court ;  I  have  ten  or  twelve 
material  points  to  offer  in  order  to  invalidate  -the  indict- 
ment;  but  am  not  beard."  ^he  recorder  said,  "  Pull  him 
down  ;  pull  the  fellow  down."  Mead  replied,  these  were 
barbarous  and  unjust  proceedings ;  and  then  they  were  both 
thrust  into  the  hole. 

.  After  the  jury  had  withdrawn  an  hoar  and  half,  the  pri- 
soners were  brought  to  the  bar  to  hear  their  verdict ;  eight 
of  them  came  down  agreed,  but  four  remained  above>  to 
whom  they  used  many  unworthy  threats,  and  in  particular 
to  Mr.  Bushel,  whom  they  charged  with  being  the  cause  of 
the  disagreement.  At  length,  after  withdrawing  a  second 
time,  they,  agreed  to  bring  them  in  guilty  of  irpeaking  in 
Gracechurch-street;  which  the  court  would  not  accept  for 
a  verdict,  but  after  many  menaces  told  them,  they  should 
be  locked  up  without  meat,  drink,  fire,  or  tobacco  ;-  nay, 
they  should  starve,  unless  they  brought  in  a  proper  ver- 
dict. William  Penn  being  at  the  bar,  said,  *' My  jury 
ought  not  to  be  thus  threatened.  We  were  by  force  of  arms 
kept  out  of  our  meeting-house,  and  met  as ,  near  it  as  the 
soldiers  would  give  us  leave.  We  are  a  peaceable  people, 
and  cannot  offer  violence  to  any  man.".  And- looking  upon 
the  jury,  he  said,  ^^  You  are  Englishmen,  mind  your  privi- 
lege, give  not  away  your  right."  To  which  some  of  them 
answered,  **  Nor  will  we  ever  do  it."  Upon  this  they  were 
shut  up  all  night  without  victuals  or  fire,  or  so  much  as  a 
chamber-pot,  though  desired.  Next  morning  they  brought 
in  the  same  verdict ;  upon  which  they  were  threatened  witii 
the  utmost  resentments.  The  mayor  said,  he  would  cut 
BusheFs  throat  as  soon  as  he  could.  The  recorder  said,  he 
never  knew  the  benefit  of  an  inquisition  till  now  ;  and  that 
the  next  sessions  of  parliament  a  law  wouldbe  made  wherein 
those  that  would  not  conform  should  not  have  the  benefit 
of  the  law.*  The  court  having  obliged  the  jury  to  with- 
draw again,  they  were  kept  without  meat  and  drink  till 
next  morning,  when  they  brought  in  the  prisoners  not  guilty; 
for  which  they  were  fined  forty  marks  a  man,  and  to  be  im- 

'*  The  speech  of  the  recorder,  it  appetr*  by  a  quotation  from  the  "  State -Trials" 
iQ  a  late  pablioalion,  was  fuller  and  stronger  than  Mr.'Nears  abridged  form  repre- 
sents it.  "  Till  now  (said  this  advocate  for  arbitrary  power),  I  nerer  anderttood 
the  reason  of  the  policy  aAd  prudence  of  the -Spaniards  in  sofferiag  tlie  inqoiaitioa 
among  them,  and  certainly  it  will  never  be  wett  with  os  till  something  like  the  Spanish 
inquisition  be  in  England."  Stuart's  Peace  and  Reform  against  War  and  Corruption, 
p.  63,  note ;  and  Googh's  History  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  j2»p,  336^>— £6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PURITANS.  401 

prisoned  till  paid.  The  prisoners  were  also  renmnded  to 
Newgate  for  their  fines  in  not  palling  off  their  hats.*  Th^ 
jury,  afl^r  some  time,  were  discharged  by  habeas  corpus 
returnable  in  the  common-pleas,  where  their  commitment 
was  judged  illegal.  This  was  a  noble  stand  for  the  liberty 
of  the  subject  in  very  dangerous  times,  when  neither  law  • 
nor  equity  availed  any  thing.  The  conventicle-act  was 
naade  to  encourage  prosecutions ;  and  a  narrative  \fras  pub- 
lished next  year>  of  the  oppressions  of  many  honest  people 
in  Devonshire,  and  other  parts,  by  the  informers  and  jus* 
tices ;  but  the  courts  of  justice;Outran  the  law  itself. 

Hitherto  the  king  and  parliament  had  agreed  pretty  well 
by  means  of  the  large  supplies  of  money  the  parliament  had 
given  to  support  his  majesty's  pleasures  ;  but  now  having 
assurance  of  large  remittances  from  France,  his  majesty  re- 
solved to  govern  by  the  prerogative,  and  staiid  upon  his 
own  leg^.f  His  prime  counsellors  were,  lord  Clifford,  An- 
thony Ashley  Cooper,  afterward  lord  Shaftesbury^  the  duke 
of  Buckingham,  earl  of  Arlington,  and  duke  Lauderdale, 
who  from  the  initial  letters  of  their  nam^es  were  called  the 
CABAL.  Lord  Clifford  was  an  open  Papist,  and  the  earl 
of  Arlington  a  concealed  one.  Buckingham  was  a  debau- 
chee, and  reputed  a  downright  Atheist ;  he,  was  a  man  of 
great  wit  and  parts,  and  of  sounder  principles  in  the  interests 
of  humanity,  says  Mr.  Baxter,  than  the  rest  of  the  court* 
Shaftesbury  had  a  vast  genius,  but,  according  to  Burnet;  at 
best  was  a  Deist ;  he  had  great  knowledge  of  men  and  things, 
but  would  often  change  sides,  as  his  interest  directed.  Lau- 
derdale was  a  man  of  learning,  and  from  an  alniost  republi- 
can.  was  become  a  perfect  tool  of  the  prerogative^  and  would 
offer  at  the  most  desperate  councils.    He  had' scarcely  any 

*  The  prisooers  excepted  to  this  fine,  as  being  arbitrarilj  imposed^  in  Tiolation  of 
tbe  great  charter  of  Bni^and,  which  «aith,  '^  No  man  ooght-to  Be  amerced,  bqt  bj  the 
oath  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  ricinage."  Tbe  name  of  the  jadge,' before  whom 
the  cape  of  the  jury  was  solemn]  j  argned  in  the  court  of  common- pleas,  and  by  whom 
.it  was  jndged  illegal,  was  sir  John  Vanghan^  then  chief-jastioe :  a  name  which  deserves 
to.be  mentioned  in  this  connexion  with  pecaliar  respect,"aiid  to  be  perpetnated  by 
.Englishmen  with  gratitude.  For  this  adjudication  confirmed  in  the  strongest  manned 
.the  rights  of  juries,  and  secured  them  from  the  attack  of  arbitrary  and  nnprincfpled 
.Judges*  Sir  John  Vaughan  was  a  man  of  excellent  parts,  and  not  only  versed  fn  ail  the 
.knoyrlcdge  reqjoisi^e  to  make,  a  figure  in  his  profession,  but  he  was  also  a  vefy  consi- 
.d<$rabU.  roaster  of  the  politer  kinds  of  learning.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the 
.great  S^Ideo,  and  was  buried  in  theTemple-churchj'as  near  as  possible  toliis  remains. 
.He. did  in  1674I.  His  sov published  his  Reports,  in  which  is  the  above  case.  Gongb, 
▼ol.  2.  p.  336.  British  Biography,  toI.  7.  p.  130,  131 ;  and  Granger's  History,  toI. 
,3.  p.  369.-- Bd. 

t  Ecbard,  p.  864.     Rapin,  p.  655. 
VOL.  IV.  2d 
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traces  of  reli^on  remaining^  though  he  called  himselif  a 
Presbyterian,  knA  had  an  aversion  to  king  Charles  I.  to  the 
last.  By  these  five  ministers  of  state  the  king  and  duke  of 
York  drove  on  their  designs  of  introducing  Popery  and  ar- 
bitrary power ;  in  order  to  which,  a  secret  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  France ;  the  triple  alliance  was  broken,  aild 
a  new  war  declared  with  the  Dutch  to  destroy  their  com- 
monwealth, as  will  be  seen  presently.  By  this  means  the 
king  had  a  plausible  pretence  to  keep  Up  a  standing  army, 
which  might  secure  him  in  the  exercise  of  an  absolute  autho- 
rity over  his  subjects,  to  set  aside  the  use  of  parliaments, 
and  settle  the  Roman-Catholic  religion  in  the  three  king- 
doms. These  were  the  maxims  the  court  pursued  through- 
put the  remaining  part  of  this  reign. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  died  Dr.  Anthony  Tuckney,^ 
born  in  September  1599,  and  educated  in  Emanuel-college« 
Cambridge.  He  was  afterward  vicar  of  Boston  in  Lincoln- 
shire,  where  he  continued  till  he  was  called  to  sit  in  the  as- 
semUy  of  divines  at  Westminster.  In  thfe  year  1645,  he 
was  made  master  of  his  college,  and  in  the  year  1648,  being 
chosen  vice-chancellor,  he  removed  to  Cambridge  with  his 
family.  He  was  afterward  master  of  St.  John^s  and  regius 
professor,  which  he  held  till  the  Restoration,  when  the  king 
sent  him  a  letter,  desiring  him  to  resign  his  professorship, 
which  if  he  did,  his  majesty,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
pains  and  diligence  of  the  said  doctor  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty,  would  oblige  his  successor  to  give  him  sufficient  secu- 
rity in  law,  to  pay  him  lOOZ.  a  year  during  his  natural  life. 
Upon  this  notice  the  doctor  immediately  resigned,  and  had 
his  annuity  paid  him  by  Dr.  Gunning,  who  succeeded  him. 

•  To  what  is  said  ooncerniog  Dr.  Taokney  by  Mr.  Neal,  and  before  in  the  note  to 
|).  104,  vol.  3,  it  is  proper  to  add  two  faots  which  are  mabh  to  his  honour.  One  is^ 
that  in  his  elections  at  St.  John's*  when  the  president,  according  to  the  langnage  and 
spirit  of  the  times,  wonld  call  upon  him  to  have  regard  to  the  godly,  his  answer  was, 
•'  No  one  should  have  a  greater  regard  to  the  trnly  gxklly  than  himself;  bot  he  wi^ 
determined  to  choose  none  bat  scholars :"  adding  very  wisely,  «  They  may  deeeife 
me  in  their  godliness;  Uiey  cannot  in  their  schoUrship."  llie  other  fact  is, that  though 
he  is  said  to  have  had  a  great  haad  in  composing  the  confessioo  and  eateohisms  of  the 
assembly  at  Westminster,  and  in  particular  drew  up  th«  ejrpodtion  of  the  eominand- 
meats  in  the  larger  cateefaism;  yet  he  voted  against  snbsoriliing  or  swearing  to  the 
confession,  &c.  set  out  by  authority*  This  conduct  the  more  deserves  notice  and  cou- 
mendation,  because  the  instances  of  a  consistent  adhetence  to  the  prineiples  of  reli- 
gions liberty  among  those  who  were  itraggUng  for  liberty*  were  so  few  and  rare  m 
that  age.  In  the  year  1753,  Or.  Samuel  Salter,  prebendafy  of  Norvi||]|#  published  a 
correspondence  between  Dr.  Tuckney  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Whidieote,  on  several  veiy 
interesting  subjects.    See  Whichcote's  Moral  and  Religious  Aphorisms,  pre&oe  the 
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After  Uie  h'omiiig  out  of  thfe  liveHmile  tict  he  shifted  about  in 
several  counties,  and  at  list  di^d  in  Spittle-yard,  London*^ 
February  1669^  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age^  leaving; 
behind  him  the  character  of  an  enrinently  learned  and  pious 
man,  ian  indeiatigable  atudeiit>  a  candSd  disputa&t,  and  an 
'earnest  pi*oaioter  of  truth  and  godliness.* 

About  the  same  time  died  Mn  William  Bridge,  M.  A.  the 
ejected  minister  of  Yarmouth ;  he  w^s  student  in  Cambridge 
thirteen  yearSi  and  fellow  of  Emanuel-coUege,  He  after- 
ward setded  ill  Norwt<&h^  where  he  wa^  silenced  by  bishop 
Wren  for  nonconformity,  1637^  He  was  afterltard  excom* 
moAicated ;  and  when  the  writ  de  excommunicato  capiendo 
came  out  dgainst-hitii  he  withdrew  to  Holland,  and  became 
I>astoi^  to  the  English  church  at  Rotterdam,  where  Mr.  Jer. 
Burroughs  was  preacher.  In  1642,  he  returned  to  England, 
a^d  was  one  of  the  dissenting  bi^thren  iii  the  assembly  of 
divines.  He  was  chbsen  after'  sohie  time  liiinister  of  Great 
Yarfaioi^h,  where  he  contlkiued  his  labotits  till  the  Bartho- 
lonlew  ^ct  ejected  him  with  his  br^threik.f  He  was  a  good 
scholar,  and  had  a  "well-fiiirhislied  library,  was  a  hard  stu- 
dent, and  rose  every  morning  winter  and  summer  at  four  of 
the  clock.  He  was  also  a  good  preacher,  a  candid  and  cha- 
ritable man,  aAd  did  much  good  by  his  ministry,  j:  He  died 
at  Yarmouth,  March  13, 1670,  aetat.  seventy. 

Whilie  the  Protestiant  dissenters  were  harassed  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  the  Rotoian  Catholics  were  at  ease  under 
the  wing  of  the  prerogative ;  there  were  few  or  no  processes 
against  them,  for  they  had  the  libeHy  of  resorting  to  mass  at 
the  houses  of  foreign  ambassadors,  and  other  chapels,  both 
in  town  and  country;  nor  did  the  bishops  complain  of  them 
In  the  house  of  lords,  by  which  means  they  began  in  a  few 
years  to  rival  the  Protestants  both  in  strength  and  itumbers. 
The  commons  represented  the  causes  of  this  misfortune  in 
an  address  to  the  king,  together  with  the  remedies,  which  if 

*  Calainy,  vol.  2.  p.  77 ;  or.  Palmer's  NoDconformuU*  Memorial,  vol.  1.  p.  205« 

t  Ctlamj,  vol.  3.  p.  47S.     Piilmer,  vol.  2.  p.  20R. 

t  In  Peck's  Desiderau  Coriosa  is  a  letter  of  TViUiam  Bridge  to  Heory  Scobel, 
Esq.  derk  of  tbe  oonnoil,  aboat  aagmentiDg  the  income  of  preachers,  with  the  names 
of  the  Independent  ministers  of  prime  note  in  the  coaniy  of  Norfolk,  lliis  shews  that 
lie  was  a  leading  man  among  the  Independents.  Granger's  History  of  England,  vol. 
3.  p.  44>  Dr.  Grey  imputes  to  Mi^.  Bridge  a  republican  spirit,  because,  in  a  sermon 
Iwfore  the  commons,  he  said,  "  Tbe  king  mast  not  only  command  according  to  God's 
iaw,  but  man's  laws;  and  if  he  don't  so  command,  resistance  is  not  resistance  of 
power  bat  of  will.  To  say,  that  such  resistance  must  only  be  defensive,  is  nonsense ; 
for  so  a  man  may  be  ever  resisting,  and  never  resist."    Grey,  vol.  i.  p.  187. 
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Ihe  reader  will  carefully  consider,  he  will  easOy  discover 
the  different  usage  of  Protestant  Nonconformists  and  Po- 
pish recusants.* 

The  causes  of  the  increase  of  Popery  were,  1.  The  great 
number  of  Jesuits  who  were  all  over  the  kingdom.  S.  The 
chapels  in  great  towns  for  saying  mass,  besides  ambassadors' 
houses,  whither«great  numbers  of  his  majesty's  subjects  re- 
sorted without  control.  3.  The  firaterntties  or  convents 
of  priests  and  Jesuits  at  St.  James's,  and  in  several  parts  of 
the  kiogdt»tn,^l)estdes  their  schools  for  the  educating  youth. 

4.  The  public  sale  of  Popish,  catechisms,  &c.  5.  The  gene- 
ral remissness  of  magistrates,  and  other  officers,  in  not  con- 
victing Papists  according  to  law.  6.  Suspected  recusants 
enjoying  offices  by  themselves  or  their  deputies.  7.  Presen- 
tations to  livings  by  Popish  recusants,  or  by  others  as  they 
direct.  8.  Sending  youth  beyond  sea  under  tutors,  to  be 
educated  in  the  Popish  religion.  9.  The  few  exchequer  pro- 
cesses that  have  been  issued  forth,  though  many  have  been 
certified  thither.  10.  The  great  insolence  of  Papists  in  Ire- 
land, where  archbishops  and  bishops  of  thfe  pope's  creation 
appear  publicly,  mass  being  said  openly  in  Dublin,  and  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  remedies  which  the  house  proposed  against  these 
growing  mischiefs  were, 

1.  That  a  proclamation  be  issued  out  to  banish  all  Popish 
priests  and  Jesuits  out  of  the  realm,  except  such  sls  attend 
the  queen,  and  foreign  ambassadors.  2.  That  the  king's  sub- 
jects be  forbid  going  to  hear  mass  and  other  exercises  of  the 
•Romish  religion.  3.  That  no  office  or  employment  of  public 
authority  be  put  into  the  hands  of  Popish  recusants.  4.  That 
all  fraternities,  convents,  and  Popish  schools,  be  abolished^ 
and  the  Jesuits,  priests,  friars,  and  schoolmasters,' punished. 

5.  That  his  majesty  require  all  the  officers  of  the  exchequer, 
Coissiie  out  processes  against  Popish  recusants  .convict,  cer- 
tified thither.  6.  That  Plunket  the  pretended  primate  of 
Ireland,  and  Talbot  archbishop  of  Dublin,  be  sent  for  into 
England,  to  answer  such  matters  as  should  be  objected 
against  them.  « 

The  king  promised  to  consider  the  address,  but  hoped 
they  would  allow  him  to  distinguish  between  new  converts^ 
and  those  wdo  had  been  bred  up  in  the  Popish  religion,  and 

♦  Rapio,  ypl,  ?.  j).  658. 
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sibrved  him  aiid  liis  father  iii  tbe  late  wars^  After  sbnie  iiinie 
a  proelamatioQ  was  issued,  in  which  his  majesty  declares, 
that  he  had  always  adhered  to  the' true  religion  established 
in  this  kingdom  against  all  temptations  whatsoever ;  and 
that  he  would  employ  his  utmost  care  and  aeal  in  its  de* 
fence.  But  the  magistrates,  knowing  his  majesty's  inelina- 
tions^  took  no  care  of  the  execution  of  it.  Nay,  the  duke  of 
York  the  king's  brother,  having  lately  lost  his  dutchess>  lord 
Glarendob's  daughter,  who  died  a  Papist^*  made  a  formal- 
abjuration  of  the  Protestant  religion  at  this  time  before  fa- 
ther Simon,  an  English  Jesuit^  publicly  declaring  himself  a 
Roman  Catholic;  the  reason  of  which  was,  that  the  present^ 
queen  having  nro^ children,  the  Papists  gave  the  duke  to  un- 
derstand, that  they  were  capable  to  effect  his  majesty's  di- 
vorce, and  to  set  aside  his  succession,  by  providing  him  with 
another  queen,  which  they  would  certainly  attempt,  unless 
he  would  make  an  open  profession  of  the  Roman-Catholic 
religion^  which  he  did  accordingly. 

The  house  of  commons  was  very  lavish  of  the  nationlsr 
money  this  session,  for  though  there  was  ho  danger  of  an 
invasion  from  abroad,  they  voted  the  king  2,500,000/. 
with  which  his  majesty  maintained  a  standing  army,  and 
called  the  parliament  no  more  together  for  almost  two 
years.  After  the  houses  were  up,  the  cabal  began  to  pro- 
secute their  scheme  of  making  the  king  absolute ;  is  order 
to  which,  beside  the  S,500,000/.  granted  by  parliament, 
they  received  from  France  the  sum  of  700,000/.  in  two 
years,  which  not  being  sufficient  to  embark  in  awar  with 
the  Dutch,  the  king  declared  in  council,  by  the  advice  of 
Clifford,  that  he  was  resolved  to  shut  up  the  exchequer, 
wherein  the  bankers  of  London  (who  had  furnished  the  king 
with  money  on  all  occasions  at  great  interest)  had  lodged 
TaKt  sums  of  other  people's  cash  deposited  in  their  hands. 
■By  this  means  the  bankers  were  obliged  to  make  a  stop^ 

[  *  Thu  Dr.  Grej  U  unwilling  to  admit,  tliongh  he  owns  that  Mbnsiear  Mainboroagh 
published,  in  Frenck,  ber  declaration  for  renoancing  the  Psotestuit  religion,  uid  he 
f^uotei  largely  from  Dr.  Richard  Watson,  a  celebrated  English  divine,  who  pnblisbed 
an  answer  to  it.  The  amount  of  bis  defence  of  tbedntchess,  a^  it  appears  in  this  quo- 
tiilion,  is,  that  when  on  account  of  ber  illness  the  worship  of  her  oratory  had  been 
deserted,  it  was  renewed  again  by  ber  order,  and  tbe  doors  of  her  chamber,  which 
was  adjoining  to  it,  were  opened  that  she  might  hear  the  prayers;  and  that  the  bishop 
of  Oxford  was  sent  fiir  to  administer  tbe  sacrament  to  ber.  In  opposition  to  this,  which 
rises  to  presumptive  evidence  only,  and  in  support  of  Mr.  N.eal,  it  may  be  added,, 
that  sir  John  Reresby  says,  that  she  died  with  her  last  breath  declaring  berself  a  Pa- 
pist."   Memoirs,  p.  19. — En... 
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which  interrapted  the  course  of  tradoi  and  raised  a  great 
daraour  over  the  whole  kingdom.  The  king  endeavoured 
to  softeli  the  bankers,  by  telling  them  it  should  be  only  fiur 
a  year,  and  that  he  would  pay  the  arrears  out  of  the  next 
subsidies  of  parliament ;  but  he  was  worse  than  his  word ; 
so  that  great  numbers  of  families  and  orphans  were  reduced 
to  beggary,  while  the  king  gained  about  1,400,000/. 

A  second  advance  of  the  cabal  towards  arbitrary  power, 
was  to  destroy  the  Dutch  commonwealth ;  for  this  purpose 
the  triple  alliance  was  to  be  broken,  and  pretences  to  be 
found  out  for  quarrelling  with  that  trading  people.  The 
earl  of  Shaftesbury  used  this  expression  in  his  speech  to  the 
parliament  for  justifying  the  war,  Delenda  est  Carthago^ 
that  is,  ^  The  Dutch  commonweiQth  must  be  destroyed :'' 
but  an  occasion  was  wanting  to  justify  it  to  the  world. 
There  had  been  a  few  scurrilous  prints  and  medals  struck 
in  Holland,  reflecting  on  the  king^s  amours,  below  the  no^ 
tice  of  the  English  court,  which  the  Dutch  however  had 
caused  to  be  destroyed.  Complaints  were  also  revived  of 
the  insolence  of  the  Dutch  in  the  East-Indies^  and  of  the 
neglect  of  striking  the  flag  in  the  narrow  seas  to  the  king's 
yacht,  passing  by  the  Dutch  fleet.  The  cabal  managed 
these  complaints  like  men  who  were  afraid  of  receiving  sa* 
tisfection,  or  of  giving  the  adversary  any  umbrage  to  pre- 
pare for  the  storm.  The  Dutch  therefore,  relying  on  the 
ihith  of  treaties,  pursued  their  traffic  without  fear ;  but 
wh^n  their  rich  Smyrna  fleet  of  merchantmen,  consisting  of 
seventy-two  sail,  under  convoy  of  six  men-of-war,  passed  by 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  the  English  fleet  fell  upon  them  andtook 
several  of  their  ships,  without  any  previous  declaration  <^ 
war ;  a  breach  of  feith  (says  Burnet)  which  Mahometans 
and  pirates  would  have  been  ashamed  of.f 

Two  days  after  the  attempt  upon  the  Smyrna  fleet,  the 
cfibal  made  the  third  advance  towards  Popery  and  absolutb 
power,  by  advising  the  king  to  suspend  the  penal  laws 
against  all  sorts  of  Nonconformists.  It  was  now  resolved 
to  set  the  dissenters  against  the  church,  and  to  offer  them 
the  protection  of  the  crown  to  make  way  for  a  general  tole* 
ration.  Lord  Shaftesbury  first  proposed  it  in  council,  which 
the  majority  readily  complied  with,  provided  the  Roman 
Catholics  might  be  included ;  but  when  the  declaration  was 

*  Vol.  t.  p.  1(5.  1  Jmo. 
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px^^Bd,  the  loi^-keeper  Brid^map  refused  to  (mt  the  seal 
to  it,  as  Judging  it  contrary  to  law,  for  which  he  was  dis* 
missed,  and  the  seals  given  to  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  who 
maintained,  that  the  indulgence  was  for  the  pervice  of  the 
ehurch  of  England.*  ^^  As  for  the  church  (says  his  lordship), 
I  conceive  the  declaration  is  extremely  for  their  interest; 
for  the  narrow  bottom  they  have  placed  themselves  upon^ 
anil  tbe  measures  they  |iave  proceeded  by,  so  contrary  to 
the  properties  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  must  needs  in 
a  s^ort  time  prove  fetal  to  them ;  whereas  this  leads  them 
into  another  way,  to  live  peaceaUy  with  the  dissenting  and 
different  Protestants,  both  at  home  and  abroad ;"  which  was 
true  if  both  had  not  been  undermined  by  the  Papists.f 
Archbishop  Sheldon,  Morley,  and  the  rest  of  their  party^ 
exclaimed  loudly  against  the  indulgence,  and  alarmed  the 
whole  nation,  insomuch  that  many  sober  and  good  men,  who 
hadlopg  feared  the  growth  of  Popery,  began  to  think  their 
eyes  werc^  open,  and  that  they  were  in  good  earnest ;  but  it 
appeiured  afterward  that  their  chief  concern  was  for  the  spi* 
ritual  power ;  for  though  they  murmured  against  the  dis- 
pensing power,  they  fell  in  with  all  their  other  proceedings; 
which,  if  Providepce  had  not  miraculously  interposed,  must 
have  been  fatpl  to  the  Protestant  religion  and  the  liberties 
of  Europe. 

At  length  the  declaration  having  been  communicated  to 
the  French  lining,  and  received  his  approbation,  was  pub^ 
li^hed,  l>earing  date  March  15,  1671—2,  to  the  following 
effect  4 

"  Charles  Rex.  ' 

'^  Oar  care  and  endeavours  for  the  pi:e8ervation  of  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  church,  have  been  suflSipiently  ma- 
nifested to  the  world,  by  the  whole  course  of  our  govern- 

•  History  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  566;  t  Des  Mais.  Col.  p.  677,  &o. 

t  ISie  foishops  took  the  alarm, at  tins  declaration:  and  oharged  their  clergy  to 
preach  against  Popery.  The  palpits  were  fait  of  a  new  strain  r  it  was  eyery  where 
preached  against,  and'  the  aathority  of  the  laws  was  magnified.  The  king  complained 
to  Sheldon,  that  coatroversy  w«a  preaohed,  as  if  on«  purpose  to  inflame  the  people 
and  alienate  them  from  him  and  his  government;  and  Sheldon,  apprehensive  that  the 
king  might  again  press  him  on  this  snbject,  convened  some  of  the  clergy-,  to  consult 
with  them  what  answer  to  m«k«  to  his  majesty.  Dr.  Tillotoon  soggested  this  reply : 
"  That  since  the  king  himself  professed  the  Protestant  religion,  it  woald  be  a  thing 
without  a  precedent,  that  h^  should  forbid  his  clergy  to  preach  in  defence  of  a  religion 
whkh  they  beKeired,  while  be  himself  said  be  was  of  it."  Burnet's  History,  vol.  2. 
P»  17. 13f»o.  ed.  and  Birch's  Life  of  Tillotson,  p.  41.— -Eo. 
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ment  since  oar  happy  restoration,  and  by  the  many  sAAbe^ 
quent  ways  of  coercion  that  we  have  used  for  reducing  all 
erring  or  dissenting  persons,  and  for  composing  the  unhappy 
differences  in  matters  of  religion,  which  we  found  among 
our  subjects  upon  our  return ;  but  it  being  evident  by  the 
sad  experience  of  twelve  years^  that  there  is  very  little  fruit 
of  all  these  forcible  courses,  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to 
make  use  of  that  supreme  power  in  ecclesiastical  matters^ 
which  is  not  only  inherent  in  us,  but  hath  been  declared  and 
recognised  to  be  so,  by  several  statutes  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment; and  therefore  we  do  now  accordingly  issue  this  our 
declaration^  as  well  for  the  quieting  of  our  good  subjects  in 
these  points,  as  for  inviting  strangers  in  this  conjuncture  to 
come  and  live  under  us;  and  for  the  better  encouragement 
of  all  to  a  cheerful  following  of  their  trades  and  callings, 
from  whence  we  hope,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to  have  many 
good  and  fa^ppy  advantages  to  bur  government;  as  also  for 
preventing  for  the  future  the  danger  that  might  otherwise 
arise  from  private  meetings  and  seditious  conventicles. 

^^  And  in  the  first  place,  we  declare  our  express  resolu- 
tion, meaning,  and  intention,  to  be,  that  the  church  of  Eng- 
land be  preserved^  and  remain  entire  in  its  doctrine,  disci- 
pline, and  government,  as  now  it  stands  established  by  law; 
and  that  this  be  taken  to  be,  as  it  is,  the  basis,  rule,  and  stand- 
ard, of  the  general  and  public  worship  of  God,  and  that  the 
orthodox  conformable  clergy  do  receive  and  enjoy  the  re- 
venues belonging  thereunto,  and  that  no  person,  though  of 
a  different  opinion  and  persuasion,  shall  be  exempt  from 
paying  his  tithes,  or  other  dues  whatsoever.  And  farther 
we  declare,  that  no  person  shall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
benefice,  living,  or  ecclesiastical  dignity  or  preferment  of 
any  kind,  in  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  who  is  not  exactly 
conformable. 

<<  We  do  in  the  next  place  declare  our  will  and  pleasure 
to  be,  that  the  execution  of  all,  and  all  manner  of  penal  laws 
in  niatters  ecclesiastical,  against  whatsoever  sort  of  Non- 
conformists or  recusants,  be  immediately  suspended,  and 
they  are  hereby  suspended;  and  all  judges,  judges  of  assize, 
and  jail-delivery,  sheriffs,  justices  of  peace,  mayors,  bailiffs, 
and  other  officers  whatsoever,  whether  ecclesiastical  or  ci- 
vil, are  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  pay  due  obedience  thereto; 
**  And  that  there  may  be  no  pretence  for  any  of  our  sub- 
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jecta  t6  continue  their  illegal  meetings  and  conventicles,  We 
do  declare,  that  we  shall  from  time  to  time  allow  a  snfii* 
cient  number  of  places,  as  they  shall  be  desired^  in  all  part» 
of  this  our  kingdom,  for  the  use  of  such  as  do  not  conform' 
to  the  church  of  England,  to  meet  and  assemble  in  order  to 
their  public  worship  and  devotion,  which  places  shall  be 
open  and  free  to  all  persons. 

*^  But  to  prevent  such  disorders  and  inconveniences  as 
may  happen  by  this  our  indulgence,  if  not  duly  regulated ; 
and  that  they  may  be  the  better  protected  by  the  civil  ma- 
gistrate ;  our  express  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  none  of  oar 
subjects  do  presume  to  meet  in  any  place,  until  such  places 
be  allowed,  and  the  teacher  of  that  congregation  be  ap* 
proved,  by  us. 

^^  And  lest  any  should  apprehend  that  this  restriction 
should  make  our  said  allowance  and  approbation  difficult 
to  be  obtained,  we  do  farther  declare,  that  this  our  indul- 
gence, as  to  the  allowance  of  the  public  places  of  worship,, 
and  approbation  of  the  preachers,  shall  extend  to  all  sorts 
of  Nonconformists  and  recusants,  except  the  recusants  of 
the  Roman-Catholic  religion,  to  whom  we  shall  in  nowise 
allow  public  places  of  woiship,  but  only  indulge  them  their 
share  in  the  common  exemption  from  the  penal  laws,  an^ 
the  exercise  of  their  worship  in  their  private  houses  only.  ' 

**  And  if,  after  this  our  clemency  and  indulgence,  any  of 
our  subjects  shall  pretend  to  abuse  this  liberty,  and  shall 
preach  seditiously,  or  to  the  derogation  of  the  doctrine, 
discipline,  or  government,  of  the  established  church,  or 
shall  meet  in  places  not  allowed  by  us,  we  do  hereby 
give  them  warning,  and  declare  we  will  proceed  against 
them  with  all  imaginable  severity.  And  we  will  let  them. see, 
we  can  be  as  severe  to  punish  such  olSenders  when  so  justly 
provoked>  as  we  are  indulgent  to  truly  tender  consciences. 

^*  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehsill  this  15th  day  of 
March,  in  the  four-and-twentieth  year  of  our  reign." 

The  Protestant  Nonconformists  had  no  opinion  of  the  dis- 
pensing power,  and  were  not  forward  to  accept  of  liberty  in 
this  way ;  they  were  sensible  the  indulgence  was  not  grant-' 
ed  out  of  love  to  them,  nor  would  continue  any  longer  than 
it  would  serve  the  interest  of  Popery.  **  The  beginning  of 
the  Dutch  war  (says  one  of  their  writers)  made  the  court 
think  it  necessary  to  grant  them  an  indulgence,  that  there 
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might  1)6  pM^iit'luMae  y^jule  there  ifa$  Wfr  al^roi^  thovgii 
miioh  to  the  disii|ti8|BctiqB  of  thcfse  who  had  a  haiid  in 
framing  all  the  8ev(9re  ]^W8  against  them.^f    Many  pam« 
pUets  were  written  for  apd  against  the  dissenteirs  accepting 
it,  beeanse  it  was  grafted  on  the  dispensing  power.     Son^e 
maiptatned,  that  it  was  setting  np  altar  against  altar,  and 
that  they  should  accept  of  nothing  but  a  comprehension. 
Others  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Presbyterians  to  make  use  of  the  liberty  granted  them  by 
the  king,  because  it  was  their  natural  right,  which  no  legis- 
lative power  upon  earth  had  a  right  to  deprive  them  o^  as 
long  as  they  remained  dutiful  subjects ;  that  meeting  in  se- 
parfite  congregations  distinct  from  the  parochial  assemblies^ 
in  the  present  circumstances  was  neither  schismatical  nor 
sinfttlft  Accordingly  most  of  the  qiinisters^^bpth  in  London 
and  in  the  country,  took  out  licencesj  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
traqscribed  from  ui^der  the  king's  own  han4  and  seal  in  the 
margin.}     Grec^t  numbers  of  people  attended  the  meet- 
ings, and  a  cautious  and  m^oderate  address  of  thanks  was 
presented  to  the  king  foj:  their  liberty,  but  all  were  afraid 
of  the.  copsequences. 

It  wc^s  irepcrrted  &rthef,  that  the  court  epcouraged  the 
Nonconfo^inists,  by  some  sn^all  pensions  of  50  and  100/.  to  the 
chief  of  their  party ;  that  Mr.  Baxter  returned  the  mo^ey,, 
but  that  Mr.  Pool  ftcknowledged  he  hftd  received  SOL  for  two 
years,  and  that  the  rest  accepted  it  .^  This  was  repprted  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  dissenters  byDr.  StUlingfleet  and  others^ 
with  an  insinuation  that  it  was  to  bribe  them  to  be  silent,  an<il. 
join  interest  with  the  Papists;  but  Dr.  Owen,  inapswer  to  this 
part  of  the  charge^  in  his  preface  to  a  book  entitled.  An  In* 
quiry,  &p«  against  Dr.  Stillingfleetj  declares^  tl^t  <'  it  is  such 

f  B$xtv,  part  5.  p.  99.    Welwood's  Mem.  p.  190.  t  Ibid.  g.  102.ir 

X  Oharlbs  Rex. 

Charles  by  the  grace  of  Ood»  kiag  of  Bo^aad,  Scotland^  Pfance,  and  Irelaad,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  &o.  to  all  majors,  bailiffs,  ooostables,  and  others  oar  offieets  aod 
ministers  civil  and  military  whom  it  may  ooncem,  greeting.  In  pnrsnance  of  oar  de- 
claration of  the  l5Ui  of  March  1671— S,  we  do  hereby  permit  and  licease  6.  S. 

of  the  Congregational  persaasioo,  to  be  a  teacher  of  the  oongregi^OB  allowed 

by  as,  in  a  room  or  rooms  of  hisfaoase  in — '- for  the  ase  of  sach  asdo  not  conform 

to  the  charoh  of  England,  who  are  of  that  persnasion  commonly  called  ConrregatioMl, 
with fivther licence  and  permission  to  him  the  said  6.  S.  ■'  to  teach  m  anyplace 

licensed  and  allowed  by  as,  according  to  our  said  declaration. 

OiTcn  at  oor  coaH  at  Wliitehall  the  second  di^  of  May,  in  the  twenty.4boitb  year 
of  oar  reign,  1679.    By  his  majesty's  commfm^,  Ablxk«^ton. 

§  Bamety.Tol.  J.  p.  16,  17. 

%  The  editor  cai^iot  meet  with  these  passages  in  Welwood's  Memoirs,  6th  edition. 
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a^frimtlesB  laaliaottilie,  ^  impud^iiee  itadf  woidd  Uusli  M$ 
that^.  however  the  dtsseoters  may  be  traduced,  thejr  are  re^dy 
to  give  the  highest  seeurtty  that  ^n  be  of  their  MafMlity^ 
in  the  Protestant  cause;  and  for  myself  (saya  he)  neYegwxy 
person  in  authority,  dignity,  oar  ^ir^r^iathe  natiott,  tkCir 
any  from-  them^  Papist  or  Protestant,  did  ever  ^eafc  or  ad- 
vise with  me  about  atay  indulgence  or  toleration  td  be  grat- 
ed to  Papists^  and  I  challenge  the  whole  world  to  prove  the^ 
contrary.  From  this  indulgence  Dr.  StiUingfleet  dates  the* 
beginning  of  the  Presbyterian  separation. 

This  year  died  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton,  the  ejected  minister 
of  King8ton*upon*Thames,  one  of  the  assembly  of  dBviiues^i 
and  some  time  president  of  GorpusrChridti-coUege  ia  Ox- 
ford. He  was  son  of  sir  Francis  Staunton,  born  at  Woo*^ 
bum  in  Bedfordshire  1601,  and  educated  in  Wadham-cbl4 
lege,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow.f  Upon  his  taking  orders,  he 
became  minister  of  Bushy  in  Hertfordshire,  but  changed  it 
afterward  for  Kingston-upon-Thames;  In  16i34  he  took 
the  degrees  in  divinity,  and  in  1648  was  made  president  of 
Gorpus-Christi-college,  which  he  kept  till  he  was  silenced 
for  nonconformity.  He  then  retired  to  Rickmansworth,  to 
,  Hertfordshire,  and  afterward  to  a  village  in  that  county 
called  Boving^en,  where  he  preached  as  ofteii  as  he  had 
opportunity.  He  was  a  learned,  pious,  and  peaceable  divine^ 
In  his  last  sickness  he  said  he  neither  feared  death  nor  de^ 
sired  life,  but  was  willing  to  he  at  God's  disposal.  He  died 
July  14, 1671,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  belonging  to 
theparish.f 

Mr..  Vavasor  Powell  was  born  in  Radnorshire,  and  edu- 
cated in  Jesus-college  Oxon.  When  he  left  the  university 
he  preached  up  and  down  in  Wales,  till  being  driven  from 
thence  for  want  9f  presbyterial  ordination,  which  he  scrupled, 
he  came  to  London,  and  soon  after  settled  at  Dartford  in 
Kent.  In  the  year  1616  he  obtained  a  testimonial  of  his 
religious  and  blameless  conversation,  and  of  his  abilities  for 
the  work  of  the  ministry,  signed  by  Mr.  Herle  and  seventeen 
of  the  assembly  of  divines.  Furnished  with  these  testimo- 
nials he  returned  to  Wales,  and  became  a  most  indefatigable 
&nd  active  instrument  of  propagating  the  gospel  in  those 

*  Dr.  StauntoD  in  1615  became  «  commoiKr  pf  Vfadham-oollege ;  on  the  4(h  oC 
October,  in  th«  tame  jr«ar^  was  admilted  aebolar  of  Gorpna-Ghriati-oollege :  and  aftar- 
wtrd  fellow,  and  M.ssAt.     Wt>od'»  Athen.  Oxon.  vol. «.  p.  352 ;  and  Dr.  6rej.-~£o. 

t  Galamj*a  Abridge  vol.  2.  pi€S.   .Palmer'*  Noncoo*  Hem.  vol.  1.  p»  175. 
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parts.  There  were  few,  if  any,  of  the  churches  or  chapeb 
iti  Wales  in  which  he  did  not  preach ;  yea^  very  often  he 
preached  to  the  poor  Welsh  in  the  mountains,  at  fairs,  and 
in  market-pjaces ;  for  which  he  had  no  more  than  a  stipend 
of  100^.  per  annum,  besides  the  advantage  of  some  se- 
questered livings  in  North  Wales  (says  my  author^  which, 
in  those  times  of  confusion,  turned  but  to  a  very  poor 
account.  Mr.  Powell  was  a  bold* man,  and  of  republican 
principles,  preaching  against  the  protectorship  of  Cromwell, 
and  wrote  letters  to  him,  for  which  he  was  imprisoned,  to 
prevent  his  spreading  disaffection  in  the  state.  At  the'dawn 
of  the  Restoration,  being  known  to  be  a  fifth-monarchy  man, 
he  was  secured  first  al  Shrewsbury,  afterward  in  Wales, 
and  at  last  in  the  Fleet.  In  the  year  1663  he  was  shut  up. 
in  South-sea-castle  near  Portsmouth,  where  he  continued 
five  years.  In^  1667  he  wa&released,  but  venturing  to  preach 
again  in  his  own  country,  he  was  imprisoned  at  Cardiff,  and 
in  the  year  1669  sent  up  to  London,  and  confined  a  prisoner 
in  the  Fleet,  where  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  Bunbill-fields, 
in  the  presence  of  an  innumerable  crowd  erf*  dissenters,  who 
attended  him  to  his  grave.  He  was  of  an  unconquerable 
resolution,  and  of  a  inind  unshaken  under  all  his  troubles* 
The  inscription  on  his  tomb  calls  him  ^^  a  successful  teacher 
of  the  past,  a  sincere  witness  of  the  present,  and  a  useful 
example  to  the  future  age;  who,  in  the  defection  of.many^ 
found  mercy  to  be  faithful,  for  which  1)eing  called  to  many 
prisons^  he  was  there  tried,  and  would  not  accept  deliverr 
ance,  expecting  a  better  resurrection,"  He  died  October 
^,  1671,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  imprisonment.* 

*  To  Mr.  Neal*s^  aocoaot  of  Mr.  Vayasor  P»w^  it  may  be  added,  thai  he  was  born 
in  1617,  and  deacended  fromao  ancient  and  honoarable  stock:  on  his  father's  side, 
from  the  Powells  of  KnocUas  in  Radnorshire;  and  on  his  mglher's,  from  the  Vara- 
sors,  a  family  of  great  antiquity,  that  came  out  of  Yorkshire  into  Wales,  and  was  re« 
hited  to  the  principal  gentry  in  North  Wales.  So  active  and  laborioas  was  he  in  the 
duties  of  ttle  ministry,  that  he  frequently  preaehed  in  two  or  Ihree  places  in  a  day,aad 
was  seldom  two  dajs  in  the  week,  throughout  the  year,  out  of  the  pulpit  He  i^oold 
sometimes  ride  a  hundred  miles  in  the  week,  and  preach  in  every  place  where  he  could 
gun  admittance,  either  by  night  or  day.  He  would  oUteo  alight  from  his  horse,  and 
set  on  it  any  aged  person  whom  be  met  with  on  the  road  on  foot,  and  walk  by  the  side 
for  miles  together.  He  was  exceedingly  hospitable  and  generous,  and  would  not  only 
entertain  and  lodge,  but  clothe  the  poor  and  aged.  He  was  a  man  of  great  humilily, 
very  conscientious  and  exemplary  in  all  relative  duties,  and  very  punctual  to  his  word. 
He  waa  a  scholar,  and  his  general  deportment  was  that  of  a  gentleman.  His  senti- 
ments were  those  of  a  Sabbatarian  Baptist.  In  164S,  when  he  left  Wales,  there  was 
not  then  above  one  or  two  gathered  churches ;  but  before  the  Restoration,  there  were 
above  twenty  distinct  societiest  consisting  of  from  two  to  five  hundred  members,  chiefly 
planted  and  formed  by  his  care  and  industry,  In  the  priuciplei  of  the  Baptists.  They 
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CHAP.  IX. 

FROM  THE  KING'S  DECLARATION  OF  INDULGENCE 
TO  THE  POPISH  PLOT  IN  THE  YEAR  1678. 

1672. 

The  French  kin;  having  prevailed  with  the  English  court 
to  break  the  triple  alliance^  and  make  war  with  the  Dutch, 
published  a  declaration  atParis,  signifying  that  he  could 
not,  without  diminution  of  his  glory,  any  longer  dissemble 
the  indignation  raised  in  hiip,  by  the  unhandsome  carriage 
of  the  8tates*general  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  therefore 
proclaimed  war  against  them  both  by  sea  and  land*  In  the 
beginning  of  May^  he  drew  together  an  army  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  men,  with  whiph  he  took  the  principal 
places  in  Flanders;  and  with  a  rapid  fury  overran  the  greatest 
part  of  the  Netherlands.  In  the  beginning  of  July  he  took 
possession  of  Utrecht,  a  city  in  the  heart  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, where  he  held  his  court,  and  threatened  to  besiege 
Amsterdam  itself.  In  this  extremity  the  Dutch  opened  theii: 
sluices,  and  laid  a  great  part,  of  their  country  under  water ; 
the  populace  rose,  and  having  obliged  the  states  to  elecf 
the  young  prince  of  Orange  stadtholder,  they  fell  upon  the 
two  brothers  Cornelius  and  John  de  Wit,  their  late  pension- 
ary, and  tore  them  to  pieces  in  a  barbarous  manner.  The 
young  prince,  ,whp  was  then  but  twenty-two  years  old,  used 
all  imaginable  vigilance  and, activity  to  save  the  remainder 
of  his  country ;  ajid  like  a  true  patriot  declared,  he  would 
die  in  the  lastrdike,  rather  than  become  tributary  to  any 
foreign  power.  At  length  their  allies  came  to  their  assist- 
ance, when  the  young  prince,  like  another  Scipio,  abandon- 
ing his.  own  country,  besieged  and  took  the  important  town 
of  Bonne,  which  opened,  a. passage  for  the  Gerjmans  into 

were  also  for  the  ordination  of  elderji,  singing  of  psalms  and  bjrmos  in  pablic  worship  ; 
laying  on  of  hands  on  the  newlj  baptized,  dnd  anointing  the  sick  with  oil,  and  did 
not  limit  their  commnuion  to  an  agreement  with  them  in  their  sentiments  on  baptism- 
He  l|or^  I^L^  last  illness  with  great  patience,  and  under  the  acntest  pains  would  bless 
God,  and  saj,  *'  he  wonid  not  entertain  one  hard  tboaght  of  God  for  all  the  world'," 
and  conid  scarcely  be  restrained  from  acts  of  defotion,  and  irom  expressing  his  senti- 
ments of  zeal  and  piety. — Dr.  Grey,  after  Wood,  has  vilified  Mr.  Powell  by  retailing 
the  falsehoods  of  a  piece  entitled,  Strena  Vavasoriensis.  Crosby*s  History^  vol.  1. 
p.  373,  &c.     Life  and  Death  of  Vayasor  PoweU.^Eo. 
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Flandersi  and  sf  rack  such  a  surprise  into  the  French,  whose 
enemies  were  now  behind  them,  that  they  abandoned  all  their 
conquests  in  Holland,  except  Maestricht  and  Grave,  with  as 
much  precipitance  as  they  had  made  them. 

These  rapid  conquests  of  the  French  opened  people's 
mouths  against  the  court,  and  raised  such  discontents  in 
England^  that  his  majesty  was  obliged  to  issue  out  his  pro- 
clamation^ to  suppress  all  unlawful  and  undutiful  conver- 
sation, threatening  a  severe  prosecution  of  such  who  shototi 
spread  fiilse  news,  or  intermeddle  with  affairs  of  state,  or 
promote  scandal  against  his  majesty's  counsellors,  by  their 
common  discourse  in  coflfee-houses,  or  places  of  public  r^ 
sort.  He  was  obliged  also  to  continue  the  exchequel*  shut 
lip,  contrary  to  his  royal  promise,  and  to  prorogue  his  par^ 
liament  till  next  year,  which  he  foresaw  would  be  ih  li  fliam^ 
at  their  meetiiig. 

During  this  interval  of  parliament,  the  declaration  of  in- 
dulgence cohtihued  in  force,  and  the  dissenters  had  rest^ 
when  the  Presbyterians  and  Independents,  to  shew  their 
Agreement  among  themselves,  as  well  as  to  support  the 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  against  the  prevailing  errors 
jof  Popery,  Socinianism,  and  infidelity,  set  up  a  weekly 
lectnre  at  Pihners'-h&U,  in  Broad-street,  on  Tuesday  mom* 
ings,  under  the  encouragement  of  the  principal  merchants 
and  tradesmen  of  their  persuasion  in  the  city.  Fdur  Presby^ 
terians  were  joined  by  two  Independents  to  preach  by  turnir, 
and,  to  give  it  the  greater  reputation,  the  principal  ministers 
for  learning  and  popularity  were  chosen  as  lecturers ;  as 
Dr.  Bates,  Dr.  Man  ton.  Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Collins, 
Jenkins,  Mead,  and  afterward  Mr.  Alsopy  Howe,  Cole,  and 
other's;  and  though  there  were  some  little  misunderstandings 
at  their  first  setting  ont,  about  some  high  points  of  Calvin^ 
ism,  occasioned  by  one  of  Mr.  Baxter's  first  sermcfns,  yet 
the  lecture  continued  in  this  form  till  the  year  1695,  wheft 
ft  split  upon  the  same  rock,  occasioned  by  the  reprinting  Df  • 
Crisp's  works.  The  four  Presbyterians  removed  to  Salters'- 
hall,  and  set  up  a  lecture  on  the  same  day  and  hour.  The 
two  Independents  remained  at  Pinners'-ha]l,and  when  there 
was  no  prospect  of  an  accommodation,  each  party  filled  up 
their  numbers  out  of  their  respective  denominations,  and 
they  are  both  subsisting  to  this  day. 

Among  the  Puritan  divines  who  died  this  year^  bishop 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PURITANS.  415 

Wilkins  desennes  the  first  place ;  he  wis  botn  at  Fawslejr  in 
Northamptonshire,,  in  the  honse  of  his  mother's  fiitber,  Mr. 
J.  Dod  t^  decalogtst,  in  the  ye^r  1614,  and  educated  in 
Magdalen-hail  linder  Mr.  Tombes**  He  was  some  time 
warden  of  Wadham-eoUege,  Oxford,  and  afterward  master 
of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  deprived  a,t 
the  Restoration,  though  he  conformed.  He  married  a  sister 
of  the  proteetOr*s  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  complied  with  aU 
the  changes  of  the  late  times,  being,  as  Wood  observes^ 
always  puritanically  affected :  but  for  his  admirable  abilities, 
and  extraordinary  genius,  he  had  scarce  his  eqilal.  He  wais 
made  bishop  of  Chester  1668;  and  surely,  says  Mr.  Echard, 
the  court  could  not  have  found  oilt  a  man  of  {^ater  inge- 
nuity and  capacity,  or  of  tnore  imiversal  knowledge  and 
understanding  in  all  parts  of  polite  learning.  Arebbishbp 
Tillotsofei,  and  bishop  BUfnet,  wht»  were  his  intimates,  give 
him  the  highest  encomium ;  as,  that  he  was  a  pious  Chris- 
tian, an  admirable  preacher,  a  rare  mathematician,  and  me- 
chahical  philosopher ;  and  a  man<>f  as  great  a  mi&d,i^  true 
judgment,  as  eminent  virtues,  ntid  of  as  great  a  soul,  as  any 
they  ever  knew.  He  was  a  person  of  ubiversal  charity^  and 
moderation  of  spirit;  and  was  concer^d  in  all  attiempts 
for  a  comprehension  with  the  dissenters.  He  died  of  th^ 
etone  in  Dr.  Tillotson^s  hotise  in  Chancery-lane,  November 
19,  1672,  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  ag§. 

Mr.  Joseph  Caryl,  M.  A.  the  ejected  ministbr  of  St.^  Mag- 
nus, London-bridge,  was  bom  of  genteel  parents  in  LondoD, 
1603,  educated  in  Exeter-college,  and  afterward  preacher  of 
Lfincoln's-inn ;  lie  was  a  member  of  the  assembly  of  divines, 
and  afterward  one  of  the  triers  for  approbation  of  ministers; 
ih  all  which  stations  he  appeared  a  man  of  great  learning, 
piety^  and  modesty.  He  was  sent  by  the  parliament  to  attend 
the  king  at  Holmby-honse,  and  was  one  of  their  commi»> 
sioners  in  the  treaty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Afteir  his  eject- 
Inent  in  166S,  he  lived  privately  in  London^  and  preached 
to  his  congregation  as  the  times  woald  permit ;  he  Was  It 
moderate  Independent,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his 
learned  exposition  upon  the  book  of  Job.f    He  died  unj- 

■^  Athen.  Oxod.  p.  505. 

t  This  work  was  printed  in  two  volames  folio,  consisting  of  upwards  of  six  haa- 
dred  sheets :  and  there  was  also  an  edition  in  twelve  volaraes  4to.  "  One  jast  re- 
mark (sajs  Mr.  Granger)  has  been  made  on  its  ntility,  that  it  is  a  very  safBcient  ex- 
ercise for  the  Tirtae  of  patience,  which  it  was  chiefly  intended  to  incalcate  and  Im- 
prove.''   Granger's  History  of  England,  toI,  3.  p*  313.  SVo.  note.-*B]>. 
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versally  lamented  by  all  his  acquaintance  February  7, 

1672 — 3,  and  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age** 

Mr.  Philip  Nye,  M.  A.  was  a  divine  of  a  warmer  spirit: 
he  was  born  of  a  genteel  &mily  1596,  and  was  educated  in 
Magdalen-coUege^t  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degrees.  In 
16S0  he  was  curate  of  St.  Michael's  Cornhiil,  and  three 
years  after  fled  from  bishop  Laud's  persecution  into  Hol- 
land, but  returned  about  the  beginning  of  the  long-parlia- 
.ment,  and  became  minister  of  Kimbolton  in  Huntingdon- 
shire. He  was  one  of  the  dissenting  brethren  in  the  assem- 
bly, one  of  the  triers  in  the  protector's  time,  and  a  principal 
manager  of  the  meeting  of  the  Congregational  me^seng^rs 
at  the  Savoy.  He  was  a  great  politician,  insomucfh  that  it 
was  debated  in  council,  after  the  Restoration,  whether  h^ 
should  not  be  excepted  for  life ;  and  it  was  concluded,  that 
if  he  should  accept  or  exercise  any  office  ecclesiastical  or 
civil,  he  should,  to  all  intents  and  purjposes  in  law,  stand  as 
if  he  had  been  totally  excepted.  He  was  ejected  from  St 
Bartholomew  behind  the  Exchange,  and  preached  privately, 
as  opportunity  offered,  to  a  congregation  of  dissenters  »tili 
ihe  present  year,  when  he  died  in  the  month  of  September, 
about  sevlsnty-six  years  old,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  Michael's  Cornhill,  leaving  behind  him  the  character  of 
a  man  of  uncommon  depth,  and  of  one  who  was  seldom  if 
ever  outreached.): 

When  the  king  met  his  parliament  February  4, 1673,  after 
a  recess  of  a  year  and  nine  months,  he  acquainted  them  with 
the  reasonableness  and  necessity  of  the  war  with  the  Dutch, 
and  having  asked  a  supply,  told  them,  '^  he  had  found  the^ 
good  effect  of  his  indulgence  to  dissenters,  but  that  it  was 
a  mistake  in  those  who  said,  more  liberty  was  given  to 
Papists  than  others,  because  they  had  only  freedom  in  their 
own  houses,  and  no  public  assemblies';  he  should  therefore 
take  it  ill  to  receive  contradiction  in  what  he  had  done;  and 
to  deal  plainly  with  you  (said  his  majesty),  I  am  resolved 
to  sUck  to  my  declaration."  Lord-chancellor  Shaftesbury 
seconded  the  king's  speech,  and  having  vindicated  the  indul- 
gence, magnified  the  king's  zeal  for  the  church  of  England 

*  Galamy,  toL  2*  p.  7,    Paloier's  NonpoD.  Mem.  yol.  1.  p.  121. 

t  Mr.  Njre.was  entered  a  commooer  of  Brazen-uose,  Jalj  1615,  aged  about  nine- 
teen years ;  bat  making  no  long  stay  tbere,  be  removed  lo  Magdalen-hall,  nof  Magda- 
len-college.    Dn  Grey;  and  Wood's  Aliben.  Oxon.  vol.  2.  p.  368. — Ed. 

t  Calamy,  vol.  2.  p.  29.-  Palmer,  vol.  1.  p.  86. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PURITANS.  417 

and  the  Protestant  religion.  But  the*  house  of  conimoas 
declared  against  the  dispensing  power, .and  argued  that 
though  the  king  had  a  power  to  pardon  offenders,  he  had 
not  a  right  to  authorize  men  to  break  the  laws,  for  this 
would  infer  a  power  to  alter  the  government;  and  if  the 
king  could  secure  offenders  by  indemnifying  them  before- 
hand, it  was  in  vain  to  make  any  laws  at  all,  because^  ac« 
cording  to  this  maxim,  they  had  no  force  but  at  the  king's 
discretion. — But  it  was  objected  on  the  other  side,  that  a 
difference  was  to  be  made  between  penal  laws  in  spiritual 
matters  and  others;  that  the  king's  supremacy  gave  him  a 
peculiar  authority  over  these,  as  was  evident  by  his  tole-* 
rating  the  Jews,  and  the  churches  of  foreign  Protestants. — 
To  which  it  was  replied,  that  the  intent  of  the  law  in  assert- 
ing the  supremacy  was  only  to  exclude  all  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, and  to  lodge  the  whole  authority  with  the  king;  but 
that  was  still  bounded  and  regulated  by  law ;  the  Jews  were 
still  at  mercy,  and  only  connived  at,  but  the  foreign  churches 
were  excepted  by  a  particular  clause  in  the  act  of  uniformity ; 
and  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  they  came  to  this  resolution 
February  10,  ''  That  penal  statutes  in  matters  ecclesiastical 
cannot  be  suspended  but  by  act  of  parliament ;  that  no  duch 
power  had  ever  been  claimed  by  any  of  his  majesty's  prede- 
cessors, and  therefore  his  majesty's  indulgence  was  contrary 
to  law,  and  tended  to  subvert  the  legislative  power,  which 
bad  always  been  acknowledged  to  reside  in  the  king  and  his 
two  houses  of  parliament."  Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  they 
addressed  the  king  February  19,  to  recall  his  declaration. 
The  king  answered,  that  he  was  sorry  they  should  question 
bis  power  in  ecclesiastics,  which  had  not  been  done  in  the 
reigns  of  his  ancestors ;  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  suspend 
laws,  wherein  the  properties,  rights,  or  liberties,  of  his  sub- 
jects  were  concerned,  nor  to  alter  any  thing  in  the  esta- 
blished religion,  but  only  to  take  off  the  penalties  inflicted 
on  dissenters,  which  he  believed  they  themselves  would 
not  wish  executed  according  to  the  rigour  of  the  law."**" 
The  commons,  perceiving  his  majesty  was  not  inclined  to 
desist  from  his  declaration,  stopped  the  money-bill,t  and 

♦  Echard,  p.  889.     Bnmet,  rol.  «.  p.  72, 73. 

t  The  remarkB  of  Mr.  Gongh  here  are  jast  and  weighty ;  **  The  condaot  of  the 
conmoos  io  this  case  halh  procared  the  general  voioe  of  oar  historians  in  their 
faroni: ;  and  it  laost  he  ackoowledged  that  thej  acted  consistently  with  their  daty  in 
opposing  the  infringement  of  the  conititation. — ^Yet  as  the  king's  Apparent  inclination 

VOL.  IV.^  •  2  E 
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preANited  a  seepnd:  address^  inswti^  upon  ft  fill)  and! 
Iwlory  asBttrance,  tb94;  bis  maj^^ty's  eooduct  in  this  afirir 
might  not  be  dri^wa  i^o  exawplo  f<»*  tbe  fatlilFa^  ivhidi  si 
leogtb  they  ol^tailved^: 

Tb^  pftcliAioent  waslBow  fir9l  disposed  to  distifigaifth  be^* 
tveea  Pro^eistwt  dmeniers  and  Po^h  racvumnis^  and  to 
gjiye  eape  tp  the  foriner  without;  i90lildiiig  the  bitter^  espe*- 
cially  when  the  digaentarfi  in  the  bouse  disavowed  tb«  dis^ 
pep^Dg  power,  though  it  had  been  exercised  ]a.tbeip  faToon. 
Alderman  Lo?^,  member  for  the  city  of  i|ioadmi>  stood  np^ 
and  in  a  handsome  speech  declared^/' that  be  bad  ratber  gi» 
without  bis  own  desired  liberty,  than  have  it  in  a  way  so 
destructive  of  the  liberties  of  his  <^ountry  and  the  Proteetaat 
interest ;  and  that  this  was  the  sense  of  the  main  body  of 
dis&enters;"  which  surprised  the  whole  house,  and  gave 
a  turn  to  those  very  men,  who  for  ten  years  together  bad 
been  kiadipg  the  Noneoatormists  with  one  pefial  law  after 
another :  but  things  were  now  at  a  crisis ;  Popery  and 
slavery  were  at  the  door ;  the  triple  alliance  broken ;  thw 
Protestant  powers  ravaging  one  aaother;  the  exchequer 
shut  up;  the  heir-apparent  of  the  crown  an  open  Papist; 
and  an  army  eneamped  near  liondon  under  Popisb  offices^ 
ready  to  be  transported  iato  HollaDd  to  complete  their  riiin. 
When  the  dis^ator^)  at  such  a  time»  laid  aside  their  reseat* 
ments  against  their  persecutors^  and  renounced,  their  own 
liberty  for  the  safety  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the 
liberties  of  their  country ;  all  sober  men  began  to  tbtak,  it 
was  high  time  to  pu<;  a  mark  of  distinction  between  them' 
and  the  Roman-Catbolicsi 

But  the  kifig  was  of  another  mind ;  yet  being  in  want  of 
money,  be  was  easily  persqaded  by  his  mbtre^es  to  give  up 
bis  indulgence,  eontrary  to  the  adviae  of  the  eabalv  wha 
told  himt  if  he  would  make,  a  bold  stand  for  his  prerogative, 
all  would  be  welL  Bat  he.i^ame  to  the  house  March  8,  and 

to  hav«  tbe  dissenters  exempted  from  petial  laws  woatd  hare  itaerited  praise,  if  it 
bad  been  siQcsre,  and  attempted  in  a  legal  waj,  so  t}if  ppiiositlQii  of  the  parllameati 
i;voaId  have  been  entitled  to  the  claim  of  greater  merit,  if  it  had  not  originated,  with 
tttonj  of  them,  in  an  aversion  to  the  principles  of  the  declaration  (impunity  to  the 
Hoseonfoniiiats)  as  moch  as  the  grounds  np9»  wHeb  it  was  pab}iahed>;  and  if  tbeji 
had  not  laid  the  foandations  for  this  contest  in  the  various  penal  laws,  which,  under 
tbe  influence  of  party  pique,  tbey  bad  universally  enaote^  aad'reeifiiTed  i  anlL  on  all 
ooeasions  manifested  a  determined  enmity  to  all  dissenters  from  ttie  established  re- 
ligion ;  for  if  they  bad  not  an  ayersion  to  tbe  principles  of  the  deblarMioo,  tbey  had> 
now  a  fair  opportunity  of  legalizing  it,  by  cenverting  it  into  an  a«t  of  ptoUannal.?* 
Hibtory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  g.  p.  374.— £o. 
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faav:ing  pressed  th^  eontffions  to  dispatch  the  money-bill^  he 
added, — "  If  there  be  any  scruple  yet  remaining  with  you, 
torching  the  suspension  of  the  penal  laws,  I  here  fliithfully 
promise  you^  that  what  has  been  done  in  that  particular 
shall  not  for  tl^e  future  be  drawn  into  example  and  conse- 
quence ;  and  as  I  daily  expect  from  you  a  bill  for  my  supply, 
so  I  assure  you  I  shall  as  willingly  receive  and  pass  any 
other  you  shall  offer  me,  that  may  tend  to  the  giving  you 
eatis&ction  in  all  your  just  grievances."  Accordingly  he 
called  for  the  declaration,  and  broke  the  seal  with  his  own 
hands,  by  which  means  all  the  licences  for  meeting-houses 
were  called  in.  Our  historians*  observe,  that  this  pr(>- 
ceeding  of  the  king  made  a  surprising  alteration  in  Iprd 
Shaftesbury,  who  had  been  the  soul  of  the  cabal,  and  the 
master-builder  of  the  scheme  for  making  the  king  absolute ; 
but  that  when  his  majesty  was  so  unsteady  as  to  desert  him 
in  the  project  of  an  indulgence  after  he  had  promised  to 
stand  by  him,  he  concluded  the  king  was  not  to  be  trusted, 
and  appeared  afterward  at  the  head  of  the  country  party. 

The  Nonconformists  were  now  in  some  hopes  of  a  legal 
toleration  by  parliament,  for  the  commons  resolved,  nemine 
Mntradkentey  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  the  ease  of  his 
majie&ty's  Protestant  subjects,  who  are  dissenters  in  matters 
of  religion  from  the  church  of  England.  The  substance  of 
the  bill  was, 

^^  1.  That  ekse  be  given  to  his  majesty's  Protestant  sub- 
jects dissenting  in  matters  of  religion,  who  shall  subscribe 
the  articles  of  the  doctrine  of  the  chuixh  of  England,  and 
shall  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy.f  2.  That 
the  said  Protestant  subjects  be  eased  from  all  pains  and 
penalties  for  not  coming  to  church.  3.  That  the  clause  in 
the  late  act  of  uniformity,  for  declaring  the  assent  and  con- 
sent, be  taken  away  by  this  bill.  4.  That  the  said  Protestant 
subjects  be  eased  from  all  pains  and  penalties,  for  nyeeting 
together  for  performance  of  any  religious  exercises.  5.  That 
every  teacher  shall  give  notice  of  the  place  where  he  intends 
to  hold  such  his  meetings  to  the  quarter'^sessions,  where  in 
open  court  he  shall  iQrst  make  such  subscription,  and  take 
such  oaths  as  aforesaid,  and  receive  from  thence  a  certificate 
thereof,  where  all  such  proceedings  shall  remain  upon  re- 
cord.   6.  That  any  such  teacher  may  exercise  as  aforesaid, 


•  Echard,  p.  891 .     Bornet,  vol.  2..  p.  75.  t  Ecliard,  p.  889. 
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until  the  next  respective  quarter-sessions,  and*  no  logger,  in 
ease  be  shall  not  first  take  the.  oaths,  and.  make  such  sub- 
scription before  two  of  the  neighbouring  justices  of  peace, 
and  shall  first  give  them  notice  of  the  place  of  his  intended 
meeting,  and  take  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  said  justices' 
hands^  a  duplicate  whereof  they  are  to  return  into  the  next 
guarter-sessions.  7.  The  doors  and  passages  of  all  houses 
and  places  where  the  said  dissenters  do  meet  shall  be  always 
open  and  free  during  the  time  of  such  exercise.  8.  If  any 
difisentier  refuses  to  take  the  churchwardens'  oaths,  he  phall 
then  find  another  fit  person,  who  is  not  a  dissenter,  to  exe- 
cute that  ofiiee,  and  shall  pay  him  for  it."  ,  But  though  all 
agreed  in  bringing  in  a  bill,  there  was  neither  time  nor 
unanimity  enough  in  the  house  this  sessions  to  agree  upon 
particulars;  for  according  to  bishop  Burnet,  it  went  uq 
farther  than  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Echard  says,  it  was 
dropped  in  the  house  of  lords  on  account  of  some  amendr 
raents,  till  the  parliament  was  prorogued ;  but  Mr.  Coke 
says,  more  truly,  that  it  was  because  the  dead  weight  of 
bishops  joined  with  the  king  and  the  caballing  party 
against  it.* 

While  this  was  depending  the  commons  addressed  the 
^'^^g  against  Papists  and  Jesuits,  expressing  their  great  con.- 
cern  to  see  such  persons  admitted  into  employments  and 
places  of  great  trust  and  profit,  and  especially  into  military 
commands,  and  therefore  pray,  that  the  laws  against  them 
may  be  put  in  execution.  Upon  which  a. proclamation  was 
issued,  though  to  very  little  purpose,  enjoining  all  Popish 
priests  and  Jesuits  to  depart  the  realm,  and  the  laws  to  be 
put  in  execution  against  all  Popish  recusants. 

But  his  majesty  making  no  mention  of  removing  them 
from  places  of  profit  and  trust,  the  commons,  knowing 
where  their  strength  lay,  suspended  their  money-bill,  and 
ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to  confine  all  places  of  pro- 
fit aiid  trust  to  those  only  who  are  of  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  England :  this  is  commonly  called  the  test-act, 
and  was  levelled  against  the  duke  of  York  and  the  present 
ministry,  who  were  chiefly  of  his  persuasion*  When  it  was 
brought  into  the  bouse,  the  court  opposed  it  with  all  their 
might,  and  endeavoured  to  divide  the  church-party,  by  pro- 
posing, that  some  regard  might  be  had  to  Protestant  dipsent* 

•  Detect,  p.  490.     . 
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ws,  hoping  by  this  meaDs  to  clog  the  bill,  and  throw  it  out 
of  the  house;  upon  which  alderman  Love,  a  dissenter^  and 
representative  for  the  city,  stood  up  again  and  said^  he- 
hoped  the  clause  in  favour  of  Protestant  dissenters  would 
occasion  no  intemperate  heats ;  and  moved,  that  since  it  was 
likely  to  prove  so  considerable  a  barrier  against  Popery, 
the  bill  might  pass  without  any  alteration,  and  that  nothing 
might  interpose  till  it  was. finished;  and  then  (says  the  al- 
derman), we  [dissenters]  will  try  if  the  parliament  will  not 
distinguish  us  from  Popish  recusants,  by  some  marks  of 
their  favour;  but  we  are  willing  to  lie  under  the  severity 
of  the  laws  for  a  time,  rather  than  clog  a  more  necessary* 
work  with  our  concerns.  These  being  the  sentiments  of 
tiie  leading  dissenters  both  in  the  house  and  without  doors, 
the  bill  passed  the  commons  with  little  opposition;  ,but 
when  it  came  to  be  debated  in  the  house  of  peers,  in  the. 
king's  presence,  March  15,  the  whole  court  was  against  it, 
except,  the  earl  of  Bristol;  and  maintained  that  it  was  his 
majesty's  prerogative  to  employ  whom  he  pleased  in  his  ser- 
vice. Some  were  for  having  the  king  stand  his  ground 
iagainst  the  parliament.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  and  lord 
Berkley''''  proposed  bringing  the  army  to  to wn,  and  taking 
out  of  both  houses  the  members  who  made  opposition.. 
Lauderdale  offered  to  bring  an  army  from  Scotland ;  and 
lord  Clifford  told  the  king,  that  the  people  now. saw  through 
his  designs,  and  therefore  he  must  resolve  to.  make  himself 
D^^er  at  once,  or  be  for  ever  subject  to  much  jealousy  and 
contempt.  But  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  having  changed 
sides,  pressed  the  king  to  give  the  parliament  full  content, 
and  then  they  would  undertake  to  procure  him  the  supply 
he  wanted.  This  suited  the  king's  easy  temper,  who,  not 
being  willing  to  risk  a  second  civil  war,  w^ent  into  these 
measures,  and  out  of  mere  necessity  for  money,  gave  up  the^ 
Papists,  in  hopes  that  he  might  afterward  recover  what  in 
the  present  extremity  he  was  forced  to  resign.  This  effec- 
tually broke  the  cabal,  and  put  the  Roman  Catholics  upon 
pursuing  other  measures  to  introduce  their  religion,  which 
was  the  making  way  for  a  Popish  successor  of  more  resolute 
principles ;  and  from  hence  we  may  date  the  beginning  of 
the  Popish  plot,  which  did  not  break  out  till  1678,  as  ap' 
pears  by  Mr.  Coleman's  letters.  The  bill  received  the  royal 

•  Burttt,  vol.  2.  |i.  75, 76. 
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assent  March  35^  together  with  the  money-bill  of  1,900,000/: 
and  then  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  October  20,  after 
a  short  session  of  seven  weeks. 

The  test  act  is  entitled.  An  act  to  prevent  dangers  which 
happen  from  Popish  recusants.  It  requires,  ^*  that  all  per- 
sons bearing  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  shall  take  the  oaths 
of  supremacy  and  allegiance  in  public  and  open  court,  and 
shall  also  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper,  ac*- 
cording  to  the  usage  of  the  church  of  England,  in  some  pa- 
fish-churchy  on  some  Lord's  day,  immediately  afier  divine 
service  and  sermon,  and  deliver  a  certificate  of  having  so 
received  the  sacrament,  under  the  hands  of  the  respective 
ministers  and  churchwardens,  proved  by  two  crecfihle 
witnesses  upon  oath,  and  upon  record  in  court.  And  that 
all  persons  taking  the  said  oaths  of  supremacy  and  alle-^ 
glance  shall  likewise  make  and  subscribe  this  following  de» 
claratjon, '  I  A.  B.  do  declare,  that  I  believe  there  is  no  traa- 
substantiation  in  the^MKsraraent  of  the  Lord's  supper,  or  in 
theelem^its  of  bread  and  wine,  at  or  after  the  consecration 
thereof  by  any  person  whatsoever.'  The  penalty  of  break- 
ing through  this  act,  is  a  disability  of  suing  in  any  court  of 
law  or  equity,  being  guardian  of  any  child,  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator to  any  person,  or  of  taking  any  legacy,  or  deed 
of  gift,  or  of  bearing  any  public  office;  besides  a  fine  of  five 
hundred  j[)ounds." 

Mr.  Echard  observes  well,  that  this  act  was  principally, 
if  not  solely,  levelled  at  the  Roman  Catholics,  as  appears 
from  the  title ;  and  this  is  farther  evident  from  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  house  of  commons  at  this  time,  to  ease  the  Pro- 
testant dissenters  of  some  of  their  burdens.  If  the  dissenters 
had  fallen  in  with  the  court-measures,  they  might  have  pre- 
vented the  bill's  passing.  But  they  left  their  own  liberties 
in  a  state, of  uQcertainty,  tosecure  those  of  thenatiaa;  How- 
ever, though  the  intention  was  good,  the  act  itself  is,  in  my 
opinion,  very  unjustifiable,  because  it  founds  dominion  in 
grace.  A  man  cannot  be  an  exdbeman,  a  customhouse- 
officer,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  or  navy,  bo  not  so  much  as 
a  tide-waiter,  without  putting  on  the  most  distiBgoishing 
badge  of  Christianity,  accordi^ig  to  the  usage  of  the  church 
of  England.  Is  not  this  a  strong  temptation  to  profisination 
and  hypocrisy  ?  Does  it  not  pervert  one  of  the  most  solemn 
institutions  of  religion,  to  purposes  for  which  it  was  never 
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intended  ?  And  is  it  not  easy  to  find  secoritfee  of  a  civfl 
natnre,  (Efficient  for  the  preservation  botli  of  «bnrch  and 
state  ?  When  the  aet  took  plfiee^  the  dtdie  of  York  l^nl^ 
hi^-adfulral  of  Englattd^  lord  Clifford  lord-kigh^l^eaaiirer^ 
and  a  g^reat  many  other  Popish  <»f&eer8,  resigned  their  pre- 
ferments ;  hot  not  one  Protestant  disseirteri  there  not  being 
^ne  sncb  in  the  adminietralioo :  hoirever,  as  tbecbtffuli^ 
party  shetved  a  noble  isMl  for  their  rel^[(ten,  biskop  Damet 
observes,  that  ^he  dissenters  got  gre<at  reputation  by  their 
ailent  deportment ;  4hongh  the  king  and  the  oourt^Wshops 
resolved  to  stick  in  their  skirtft.* 

This  being  the  last  penal  law  made  against  the  Noncon- 
ibrmists  in  this  risign,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  put  them 
all  together,  that  tte  reader  may  have  a  fiiU  view  of  theit 
distressed  circumstaaeee:  for  becades  the  penal  taws  of 
^oeen  Stizabelh^  ivbieh  wefe  confirmed  by  this  parliament ; 
one  of  which  was  no  less  than  banishment;  and  another  a 
iwolet  on  every  one  for  not  coming  to  chiiveh ; 

There  were  in  force, 

1^.  An  act  for  well  governing  and  regnlating  corpoth" 
'tions,  13  Car.  II.  c.  1.  Whereby  all  who  bear  oiSoe  in  any 
city,  corporation,  town,  or  boroogh,  are  required  to  take  the 
oaths  and  subscribe  the  dedaration  thperein  mentioned,  and 
to  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  liord's  aupper  acconling  to 
4he  rites  of  the  efanneh  of  England.  This  efeetuatly  turned 
the  dissenters  out  of  the  government  of  all  oorporationa^ 

2d.  The  act  of  uniformity,  14  Car.  II.  c  4.  Whereby 
all  parsons,  vicars,  and  mtnietera,  wbo  enjoyed  any  prefer- 
ment in  tbe  chureh^  were  obliged  to  doeiarv  their  unfeigned  , 
assent  and  consent  to  every  thing  contained  In  the  Book  of 
.Coffimmi  Prayer,  ftc  or  be  ipso  Jutt&  deprived :  and  all 
schooimaslere  and  luture  are  prohibited  from  teaching  youth 
without  Ikenee  from  the  anshbesbop  or  Uafaop,  under  pain 
of  three  mofftht'  imprisonment. 

Sd.  An  act  to  prevent  and  suppreas  seditious  4»onven^ 
tides,  16  Cor.  II.C.4.  Wfaerd>y  it  ie'dedared  anlawful 
to  be  present  at  any  meeting  for  religtoua  worship,  except- 
aceordiag  to  the  oMgo  of  the  church  of  England^  where  five 
betides  the  ibmily  should  be  assembled ;  in  which  case  the 
.first  4ind  secotfid  oflfiHiees  are  made  sobject  to  a  certain  fine, 
or  three  montbs'  nttprisonment,  on  conviction  before  a  justice 

*  Vol.«.  f>.*d. 
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of  pence  op  the  oath  of  a  single  witness;  and  the  third  of- 
fence, on  conviction  at  the  sessions,  or  before  the  justices  of 
assize,  is  punishable  by  transportation  for  seven  years. 

4th.  An  act  for  restraining  Nonconformists  from  inha- 
biting in  corporations,  17  Car.  II.  c.  2.  Whereby  all  dis- 
senting ministers,  who  would  not  take  an  oath  therein  sp^e- 
cified  against  the  lawfulness  of  taking  up  arms  against  the 
king  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and  that  they  would  never 
attempt  any  alteration  of  government  in  church  and. state; 
are  banished  five  miles  from  all  corporation  towns,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  fine  of  40/.  in  case. they  should  preach  in  any.  con- 
venticle. 

5th,  Another  act  to  prevent  and  suppress  seditious  con- 
venticles, 22  Car.  II.  c.  5.  Whereby  any  persons  who 
teach  in  such  con venticles,  are.  subject  to  a  penalty  of  20/. 
for  the  first,  and  40/.  for  every  subsequent  offence ;  and 
any  person  who  permits  such  a  conventicle  to  be  held  .in 
their  house,  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  20/. ;  and  justices  of  peace 
are  empowered  to  break  open  doors  where  they  are  inform- 
ed such  conventicles  are  held,  and  take  the  offenders  into 
custody. 

6th.  An  act  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen 
from  Popish  recusants,  commonly  called  the  test-act,  where* 
by  (as  afore-mentioned)  every  person  is  incapacitated  from 
holding  a  place  of  trust  under  the  government,  without 
taking  the  sacrament  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church 
of  England. 

By  the  rigorous  execution  of  these  laws,  the  Nonconform- 
ist ministers  were  separated  from  their  congregations,  fironi 
their  maintenance,  from  their  houses  and  families^  and  their 
people  reduced  to  distress  and  misery,  or  obliged  to  worship 
God  in  a  manner  contrary.to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences, 
on  penalty  of  heavy  fines,  or  of  being,  shut  up  in  a. prison 
among  thieves  and  robbers.  Great  numbers  retired. to  the 
plantations ;  but  Dr.  Owen,  who  was  shipping  off  his  effects 
for  New-England,  was  forbid  to  leave  the  kingdom  by  qz- 
press  orders  from  king  Charles  himself.  If  there,  had  be^o 
treason  or  rebellion  in  the  case,  it  had  been  justifiably ;  but 
when  it  was  purely  for  nonconformity  to  xertain  rites  and 
ceremonies,  and  a  form  of  church-government,  it .  can  de- 
serve no  better  name,  than  that  of  persecution. 

The  house  of  commons,  from  their  apprehensions  of  the 
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growth  of  Popery  and  of  a  Popish  sudcessof  to  tbe  crown, 
petitioned  the  king  against  the  duke's  second  marriage  with 
the  princess  of  Modena,  an  Italian  Papist,  but  his  majesty 
told  them  they  were  too  late.  Upon  which  tlie  commokis 
stopped  their  money-bill,  voted^the  standing  arkny  a  griev- 
ance, and  were  proceeding  to  other  vigorous  resolutions, 
when  the  king  sent  for  them  to  the  house  of  peers,  and  with 
a  short  speech  prorogued  them  to  January  7/ after  they  had 
sat  only  nine  days.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke's  marlriage 
was  consummated,  with  the  consent  of  the  French  king, 
which  raised  '  the  expectation  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
higher  than  ever. 

This  induced  the  mere  zealous  Protestants  to  think  of  a 
firmer  union  with  the  dissenters ;  accordingly  Mr.  Baxter, 
at  the  request  of  the  earl  of  Orrery,  drew  up  some  propo- 
sals for  a  comprehension,  agreeably  to  those  already  men- 
tioned.''^ ^^  He  proposed  that  the  meeting-houses  of  dissent- 
ers should  be  allowed  as  chapels,  till  there  were  vacancies 
for  them  in  the  churches — and  that  those  who  had  no  meet* 
ing-houses  should  be  schoolmasters  or  lecturers  till  such 
time — that  none  should  be  obliged  to  read  the  Apocrypha^— 
that- parents  might  have  liberty  to  dedicate  their  own  chil- 
dren in^haptism— that  ministers  might  preach  where  some- 
^  body  else  who  had  the  room  might  read  the  common-prayer 
— that  ministers  be  not  obliged  to  give  the  sacrament  to  such 
as  are  guilty  of  scandalous  immoralities,  nor  to  refuse  it  to 
those  who  scruple  kneeling — that  persons  excommunicated 
may  not  be  imprisoned  and  ruined — and  that  toleration  be 
given  to  all  conscientious  dissenters." — These  proposals, 
being  communicated  to  the  earl  of  Orrery,  were  put  into 
the  hands  of  bishop  Morley,t  who  returned  them  without 
yielding  toany  thing  of  importance.  The  motion  was  also 
revived  in  the  house  of  commons ;  but  the  shortness  of  the 
sessions  put  a  stop  to  its  progress.  Besides,  the  court-bishops 
seemed  altogether  indi&posed  to  any  concessions. j: 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  lives  of  two  considerable 
Nonconformist  divines;  Mr.  William  Whitaker,  the  eject- 
ed miniister  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Bermondsey,  son  of  Mr. 
<  Jer.  Whitaker,  a  divine  of  great  learning  in  the  oriental 
languages.  He  was  an  elegant  preacher,  and  a  good  man 
from  his  youth.    White  he  was  at  Emanuel-college,  he  was 

•  Baxter,  part  S.  p.  110.  '  t  Page  109.  }  Baxter,  part  3.  p.  140. 
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universally  beloved;  and  ^ben  be  came  to  LiMidoD»  | 
rally  esteemed  for  bis  qweei  dispo^tion*  He  waa  :firat 
preacher  at  Horncburcb)  and  then  at  the  plaeefrem  wbeaoa 
be  was  ejected.  He  afterward  preaefaed  t#  a  edparate  eon*- 
gregation  as  tbe  times  would  permit^  and  died  m  the  year 
1673.* 

Mr*  James  Janeway^  M*  A.  was  bom  in  ilertfordsUfe^ 
and  student  of  Cbrist-dHircb,  Oxford*  He  was  afterward 
tutor  in  the  bouse  of  Mr»  Sliringer  at  Windsor :  b«4  aoi 
being  satisfied  with  conformity^  be  opened  a  separate  meet* 
ing  in  Rotberbitbe,  where  he  preaehed  to  A  numerous  ccia*- 
gregation  with  great  success^f  He  was  a  zealous  preacher^ 
and  fervent  in  prayer,  but  being  weakly,  his  indefatigable 
labours  broke  his  eonatitutian,  so  that  he  dted  of  a  cea* 
sumption  March  1^,  1673^^4,  in  the  thirty^eighth  year  of 
his  age. 

The  revoeatioa  of  tbe  ind«lgenee,  and  the  displeasure  of 
ihe  court  against  the  dissenters  for  deserting  them  in  their 
designs  to  prevent  tho  passii^  the  test^ct^  let  loose  the 
whole  tribe  of  informers.  The  Papists  being  excluded  fresa 
places  of  trust,  the  court  had  no  tenderness  for  Protest- 
ant Nonconformists ;  the  jiidgee  therefore  had  ordera  to 
quicken  the  execution  of  the  laws  against  them.  The 
estates  of  those  of  the  best  quality  in  esoh  tfounty  were  or* 
dered  to  be  seised.  The  mouths  of  the  high*ch«urch  ^Ipi- 
teers  were  encouraged  to  open  as  loud  as  poasiUe ;  oue,  in 
his  seroMMi  before  the  house  of  «ommonai  told  them,  that  the 
Noncottlbrmists  ought  not  t^  be  toleraledi  h$/i  to  bo  cured 
by  vengeance*  He  urged  them  to  set  £re  to  the  fagot^  and 
to  teach  them  by  scourges  or  scorpions,  and  open  their  eyes 
with  galL  The  king  himsrif  issued  out  a  prodawation  for 
putting  the  penal  laws  in  &iU  exeeutieo;  which  had  its 
eStcUt 

Mr,  Baxter  was  one  of  tbe  first  upon  whom  the  storas  SaiAp 
being  apprehended  as  he  was  preaching  his  Thursday 
lecture  at  Mr.  Turner's.  He  went  with  a  constable  and 
dieting  the  informer  to  sir  WiHiam  Pukeney's,  who^  de- 
manding the  warrant,  found  it  signed  by  Henry  Moialague, 
Esq.  bailitfof  Westminster.  Sir  William  told  the  constahh^ 
^hat  none  but  a  city  justice  could  give  a  warrant,  (o*  iqppro* 

•  Cdway.  V9U  2.  p.  25.    F»lver»  vol*  l.f.  127^ 

t  Calamy,  vol.  2.  p.  838.     Palmer,  p.  634. 

t  Stale  Tracts,  toI.  3.  p.  42.     Baxter,  part  3.  p.  l35. 
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hetid  a  man  fop  preaching  in  the  city,  whereupon  he  was 
dismissed.*  Endeavours  were  used  to'surprise  Dr.  Manton, 
and  send  him  to  prison  upon  the  Oxford  or  five-mile  act, 
but  Mr.  Bedford  preaching  for  him  was  accidentally  appre- 
hended in  his  stead ;  and  though  he  bad  taken  the  oath  in 
the  five-mile  act,  was  fined  201.  and  the  place  40L  which 
was  paid  by  the  hearers.t 

The  like  rietvages  were  made  in  most  parts  of  England  ; 
Mr.  Joseph  Swaffield  of  Salisbury  was  seized  preaching  in 
his  own  bouse,  and  bound  over  to  the  assizes,  and  imprison- 
ed in  the  county  jail  almost  a  year.  Twenty-five  persons, 
men  and  women^  were  indicted  for  a  riot,  that  is,  for  a  con- 
venticle, and  suffered  the  penalty  of  the  law.}  The  inform- 
ers were  Roman  Catholics,  one  of  whom  was  executed  for 
treason  in  the  Popish  plot. — At  East-Salcomb,  in  Devon- 
shire, lived  one  Joan  Boston,  an  old  blind  widow,  who,  for 
a  snpposed  conventicle  held  at  her  house,  was  fined  13/. 
and  for  nonpayment  of  it  threatened  with  a  jail.  After 
some  weeks  the  officers  broke  open  her  doors,  and  carried 
away  her  goods  to  above  the  value  of  the  fine.  They  sold 
as  many  goods  as  were  worth  13/.  for  50^.  six  hogsheads 
valued  at  40^.  for  9s. ;  and  pewter,  feather-beds,  &c.  for 
SOi.  besides  tbe  rent  which  they  demanded  of  her  tenants. — 
Mr.  John  Thompson,  minister  in  Bristol,  was  apprehended, 
and  refusing  to  take  the  Oxford  oath  was  committed  to  prison, 
where  he  was  seized  with  a  fever  through  the  noisomeness 
of  tlie place:  a  pbysiaian  being  sent  for,  advised  bis  remo- 
val; and  a  bond  of  500/.  was  oflfered  tbe  sheriff*  for  his  se- 
curity :  application  was  also  made  to  the  bishop  without 
sueeess:  so  he  died  in  prison  March  4,  declaring,  that  if  he 
had  known  when  he  came  to  prison  tiiat  be  should  die 
there,  he  would  have  done  no  otherwise  than  he  did.  Num- 
berless examples  of  the  like  kind  might  be  produced  during 
the  recess  of  the  parliament.  But  tbe  king^s  want  of  money, 
and  the  discontents  of  his  people,  obliged  him  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  witb  the  Dutch,  with  no  other  advantage 
than  a  sum  of  2  or  9,000/.  for  his  expenses. 

Hi9  majesty  was  unwillittg  to  meet  his  parliament,  who 
wereiiow  full  of  zeal  against  Popery,  and  began  to  consider 

•  Slate  Tracts,  part  3.  p.  155.  t  Conf.  Plea,  part  4.  p.  7S.  X  Ibid. 
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the  Nonconforinists  as  auxiliaries  to  the  Protestant  causey 
but  necessity  obliged  him  to  comtese  them ;  and  as  sodn  as 
they  met  January  7,  1674,  they  addressed  his  majesty  to 
banish  all  Papists,  who  were  not  housekeepers  nor  menial 
servants  to  peers,  ten  miles  from  London  ;  and  to  appoint 
a  fast  for  the  calamities  of  the  nation.  They  attacked  the 
remaining  members  of  the  cabal^  and  voted  an  address  for 
removing  them  from  his  majesty's  council ;  upon  which  the 
king  prorogued  them  for  above  a  year,  after  they  had  sat  six' 
weeks,  without  giving  any  money,  or  passing  one  single  act : 
which  was  an  indication  of  ill  blood  between  the  king  and 
parliament,  and  a  certain  forerunner  of  vengeance  upon  the 
dissenters.  But  to  stifle  the  clamours  of  the  people,  his 
majesty  republished  his  proclamation,*  forbidding  their 
meddling  in  state-afiairs,  or  talking  seditiously  in  cofiee- 
houses  ;  and  then  commanded  an  order  to  be  made  public, 
*^  that  efiectual  care  be  taken  for  the  suppressing  of  conven- 
ticles: and  whereas,  divers  pretend  old  licences  from  his. 
majesty,  and  would  support  themselves  by  that  pretence,  his 
majesty  declares,  that  all  bis  licences  were  long  since  re- 
called, and  that  no  conventicle  has  any  authority,  allow- 
ance, or  encouragement,  from  him.f 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  that  great  man  John 
Milton,  born  in  London,  and  educated  in  Christ-college, 
Cambridge,  where  he  discovered  an  uncommbn  genius, 
which  was  very  much  improved  by  his  travels.  He  was 
Latin  secretary  to  the  long-parliament,  and  wrote  in  defence 
of  the  murder  of  king  Charles  I.  against  Salmasius  and 
others,  with  great  spirit,  and  in  a  pure  and  elegant  Latin 
style.  He  was  afterward  secretary  to  the  protector  Crom- 
well, and  lost  the  sight  of  both  his  eyes  by  hard  study.  At 
the  Restoration  some  of  his  books  were  burnt,  and  himself 
in  danger,  but  he  wffs  happily  included  in  the  act  of  indem- 
nity^ and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  He 
was  a  man  of  an  unequalled  genius,  and  acquired  immortal 
fame  by  his  incomparable  poem  of  Paradise  Lost;  in  which 
he  manifested  such  a  sublimity  of  thought,  and.  such  ele- 
gance of  diction,  as  perhaps  were  never  exceeded  in  any  age 
ox  nation  of  the  world.     His  daughters  read  to  him,  after 

•  Gazette,  no.  883.  t  Ibid.  no.  962.  965. 
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he  was  blind,  the  Greek  poets,  though  they  understood  not 
the  language.  He  died  in  mean  circumstances  at  Bunhill- 
row,  London,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age.* 

Though  the  Protestant  religion  stood  jn  need  of  the 
united  strength  of  all  its  professors  against  the  advances  of 
Popery,  and  the  parliament  had. moved  for  a  toleration  of 
Protestant  dissenters,  yet  the  bishops  continued  to  prose- 
cute them  in  common  with  the  Papists.  Archbishop  Sheldon 
directed  circular  letters  to  the  bishops  of  his  province,  enr 
joining  them  to  give  directions  to^  their  archdeacons  and 
commissaries  to  procure  particular  information  from  the 
churchwardens  of  their  several  parishes  on  the  following 
inquiries,  and  transmit  them  to  him  after  the  next  visitation : 
I.  What  number  of  persons  are  there,  by  common  estima* 
tion,  inhabiting  within  each  parish  subject  to  your  jurisdic- 
tion? 3.  What  number  of  Popish  recusants,  or  persons  sua? 
pected  of  recusancy,  are  resident  among  the  inhabitants 
aforesaid?  3.  What  number  of  other  dissenters  are  there 
in  each  parish,  of  what  sect  soever,  which  either  obstinately  • 
refuse  or  wholly  absent  themselves  from  the  communion  of 
the  church  of  England,  at  such  times  as.  by  law  they  are  re- 
quired?— Some  of  the  clergy  were  grieved  at  these  proceed* 
ings,  and  Dr.  Tillotson  and  Stillingfleet  met  privately  with 
Dr.  Manton,  Bates,  Pool,  and  Baxter,  to  consider  of  terma 
of  accommodation,  which,  when  they  had  agreed  upon  and 
communicated  to  the  bishops,  they  were  disallowed;  so  thai 
when  Tillotson  saw  how  things  were  going,  he  cautiously 
withdrew  from  the  odium,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to 

*  It  ig  but  a  piece  of  justice  to  the  memory  and  virtoes  of  some  of  the  most  distio* 
gaished  characters  of  the  Conformists  and  Nonconformists  of  this  period,  to  record 
here  their  pious  exertions  for  the  reliji^oas  instrnction  of  the  Welsh.  A  sabsoription 
was  opened,  and  an  association  was  formed,  for  the  distribution  of  Bibles,  Testa- 
ments, and  practical  treatises,  and  for  opening  schools,  in  Ihe  principality  of  Wales. 
At  the  head  of  this  institution  was  Dr.  Tillotson,  then  dean  of  Canterbary.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  wece  the  chief  contributors  to  this  design  were,  Whichcote,  Ford,  Bates, 
Ontram,  Patrick,  Durham,  Stillingfleet,  Meriton,  Burton,  Baxter,  Gouge,  Poole, 
Fowler,  Newman,  Reading,  Griffith,  Short,  Gape,  and  the  beneficent  Flrmin.  From 
Midsummer  1674  to  Lady-^day  1675,  they  had  distributed  thirty-two  Welsh  Bibles, 
which  were  all  that  could  be  procured  in  Wales  or  London ;  two  hundred  and  forty 
New  Testamehts,  and  five  hundred  Whole  Duly  of  Man,  in  Welith.  In  the  preceding 
year  eight  hundred  and  twelve  poor  children  bad,  by  the  charity  of  others,  been  put 
to  school  in  fifty-one  of  the  chief  towns  in  Wales.  The  distribution  of  these  hooks 
provoked  others  to  that  charitable  work,  so  that  the  children  placed  at  schools  by 
these  gentlemen,  and  others,  from  their  own  purse,  amounted  to  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty.  It  appears  as  if  this  undertaking  gave  birth  to  an  edition  of  the 
Bible  and  liturgy  in  the  Welsh  tongue,  in  which  Mr.  Gouge  had  a  principal  concern; 
and  to  which  Dr.  Tillotson  gave  50i.  The  impression  extended  to  eight  tfaoosand  copiet* 
Life  of  Mr.  James  Owen,  p.  10—13 ;  and  life  of  Mr.  Thomas  Firmin,  p.  50.— Bd. 
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Mr.  Baxter^  April  11, 1676:  ^'That  he  was  otfwilliag;  bis 
name  should  be  made  public  in  the  affair,  since  it  was  come 
to  nothing:  not  but  that  I  do  heartily  desire  an  accommo- 
dation (says  he),  and  shall  always  endeavour  it :  bnt  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  a  prejudice  to  me,  and  signify  nothing  to  the 
effecting  the  thing  which,  as  circumstances  are,  cannot  pass 
in  either  house  without  the  concurrence  of  a  considerable 
part  of  the  bishops,  and  the  countenance  of  his  majesty, 
which  at  present  I  see  little  reason  to  expect/'^ 

But  the  bishops'  conduct  made  them  unpopular,  and  drew 
on  them  many  mortifications.  People's  compassion  began 
to  move  towards  their  dissenting  brethren,  whom  they  fre« 
quently  saw  carried  in  great  numbers  to  prison,  and  spoiled 
of  their  goods,  for  no  other  crrime  but  a  tender  conscience. 
The  very  name  of  an  informer  became  as  odious  as  their 
bebaTiour  was*  infemous*  The  aldermen  of  London  often 
went  out  of  the  way  when  they  heard  of  their  coming;  and 
some  denied  them  their  warrants,  though  by  the  act  they 
forfeited  100/.  Alderman  Forth  bound  oyer  an  informer 
to  his  good  behaviour,  for  breaking  into  his  chamber  with^ 
out  leave.f  When  twelve  or  thirteen  bishops  came  into 
the  city  to  dine  with  sir  Nathaniel  Heme,  one  of  the  sheriffs 
of  London,  and  exhorted  him  to  put  the  laws  in  execution 
against  the  Nonconformists,  be  told  them  plainly,  they  could 
not  trade  with  their  fellow-citizens  one  day,  and  put  them 
in  prison  the  next» 

The  moderate  churchmen  shewing  a  disposition  to  unite 
with  the  Nonconformists  against  Popery,  the  court  resolved 
to  take  in  the  old  ranting  cavaliers,  to  strengthen  the  oppo- 
sition; for  this  purpose  Morley  and  some  other  bishops 
were  sent  for  to  court,  and  told,  it  was  a  great  misfortune 
that  the  church  party  and  dissenters  were  so  disposed  to 
unite,  and  run  into  one ;  the  court  was  therefore  willing  to 
make  the  church  easy,  and  to  secure  to  the  king  the  allegi- 
ance of  all  his  subjects  at  the  same  time ;  for  this  purpose  a 
bill  was  brought  into  the  house  of  lords,  entitled,  **  An  act 
to  prevent  the  dangers  that  may  arise  from  persons  disaf- 
fected to  the  government;"  by  which  all  such  as  enjoyed  any. 
beneficial  office  or  employment,  ecclesiastical,  civil,  or  mi- 
litary ;  all  who  voted  in  elections  of  parliament  men  ;  all 
privy^counsellors,  and  members  of  parliament  themselves  ; 

•  Baxter,  part  3.  p.  157,  t58.  t  Compl.  Hislorj,  p.  33B. 
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were  under  a  penalty  te  take  tbe  foUowiog  oath,  being  tfae 
same  as  was  re^iuired  by  tbe  five^mile  aet:  ^<I  A.  B.  do 
declare,  that  it  is  not  lawful,  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever, 
to  take  up  arms  against  tbe  king  :  and  that  I  do  abhor  that 
trattorons  position  of  taking  arms  by  bis  authority  against 
bis  person^  or  against  those  that  are  commbsioned  by  him 
in  purauanee  of  such  cofflmidsion.  And  I  do  swear,'  that  I 
will  not  at  any  time  endeavour  tbe  alteration  of  the  govern- 
ment  either  io  church  or  stale.  So  help  me  God."  The 
design  of  tbe  bill  was  to  enable  tbe  ministry  to  prosecute 
their  destnuetive  schemes  against  the  constitution  and  the 
Protestant  religion,  without  fear  of  opposition  even  from  the 
parliament  itself.* ,  The  clnef  speakers  for  the  bill  were, 
the  lord-4reasnrer  and  the  lord-keeper;  lord  Dahby  and 
Fineh,  with  bishop  Morley  and  Ward ;  but  the  earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  duke  of  Buckingham^  lord  Hollis,  and  Halifax^ 
laid,  open  the  mischievous  designs  and  consequences  ofitr 
it  was  considered  as  disinheriting  men  of  their  birthright, 
to  shut  them  out  from  the  right  of  election  by  an  insnar- 
ing  oathy  as  well  as  destructive  t)f  the  privilege  of  parlia« 
ment,  which  was  to  vote  freely  in  all  oases  without  any  pre* 
vious  obligation;  that  the  peace  of  the  nation  would  be 
best  secured  by  making  good  laws;  and  that  oaths  and  test» 
without  these  would  be  no  real  security ;  scrupulous  meai 
might  be  fettered  by  them,  but  that  the  bulk  of  mankind 
would  boldly  take  any  test,  and  as  easily  break  through  it^ 
as  had  appeared  in  tbe  late  times.  The  bill  was  committed, 
and  debated:  paragraph,  by  paragraphy  but  the  heats  occa«» 
sioned  by  it  were  so  violent,  that  tbe  king  came  unexpect^ 
edly  to  the  house  Jane  9^  and  prorogued  the  parliament  ;^ 
so  the  bill  was  dropped ;  but  the  debates  of  the  lords  upon 
the  intended  oath  being  made  pnblio,  were  ordered  to  be 

•  Baxter's  Uto,  pwt  3.  p.  167.     Burnett  vol,  2.  p.  ISO— 1S4. 

t  The  irnnediate  occasion  of  the  king's  breaking  op  the  sessions,  was  a  dispute 
•OBogniiBg  privilege  between  the  two  ^oeses,  to  ivhiob  atiether*  qneetlon  gave  btrtk^ 
^hiJe  the  bill  fo^  the  new  test  wiu  pending.  Of  this  bill  it  was  justly  said,  '*  No  con- 
Teyancer  oould  have  dmwn  up  a  dissettlement  of  the  whole  birthright  of  England  in 
■Mire  oompendioiia  ternM."  Tbe  debate  on  it  lasted  five  several  da^e,  m  the  boas* 
ef  lords,  before  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  honse,  and  elevea 
or  twelve  days  afterward  :  and  the  house  sat  many  days  till  eight  or  nine  at  night,  and 
soraetimea  till  midnig^L  But»  through  the  interreptioD  given  to  it,  by  the  nttler  Jott 
mentioned,  tbe  bill  was  never  reported  from  the  committee  to  the  house ;  a  most 
happy  escape  1  Burnet's  History,  vol.3,  p.  133;  and  Dr..Cafamy*8  Historical  Ac- 
coeiit  of  hi«  own  Life,  M$.  p.  63«— £d. 
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burot.  T«tro  proclamations  were  republished  6n  this  oc^ 
casjon-;  one  to  prevent  seditious  discourses  in  coffee-bousesy 
the  other  to  put  a  stop  to  the  publishing  seditious  libels* 

The  court  had  reason  to  desire  the  passing  this  bill^  be* 
cause  the  oath  had  been  already  imposed  upon  the  Noncon- 
formists ;  and  the  court-clergy  had  been  preaching  in  their 
churches,  for  several  years,  that  passive  obedience  and  non-- 
resistance were  the  received  doctrines  of-  the  church  of 
England;  the  bishops  had  possessed  the  king  and  his  bro- 
ther with  the  belief  of  it,  and  if  it  had  now-  passed  into  a 
lawv  the  whole  nation  had  been-  bound  in  chains,  and  the 
court  might  have  done  as  they  pleased.  But  the  parliament 
saw  through  the  design  ;  and  Dr.  Burnet  says,*  he  opened 
the- reserve  to  the  duke  of  York^  by  telling  him,  ^'  that  there 
was  no  trusting  to  disputable  opinions ;  that  there  were 
distinctions  and  reserves  inthose  who  had  maintained  these 
points;  and  that  when  men  saw  a  visible  danger  of  being 
first  undone,  and  then  burnt,  they  would  be  inclined  to  the 
shortest  way  of  arguing,  and  save  themselves  the  best  way 
they  could;  interest  and  self-preservation  being  powerful 
motives."  This  might  be  wholesome  advice  to  tW  duke, 
but  implies  such  a  secret  reserve  as  may  cover  the  most 
wicked  designs,  and  is  not  fit  for  the  lips  of  a  Protestant 
divine,  nor  even  of  an  honest  man. 

The  daring  insolence  of  the  Papists^  who  had  their  regu- 
lar clergy  in  every  corner  of  the  town,  was  so  great,  that 
they' not  only  challenged  the  Protestant  divines  to  disputa- 
tions; but  threatened  to  assassinate  such  as  preached  openly 
against  their  tenets;  which  confirmed  the  lords  arid  com-: 
mons  in  their  persuasion,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  enter-* 
ing  into  more  moderate  and  healing  measures  with  Pro^ 
testant  dissenters,  notwithstanding  the  inflexible  steadiness 
of  the  bishops  against  it.  Upon  this  occasion  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  lately  commenced  patriot,  made  the  following 
speech  in  the  house  of  lords,  which  is  inserted  in  the  com- 
mons' journal.  ^^  My  lords^  there  is  a  thing  called  liberty, 
which,  whatsoever  some  men  may  think,  is  that  the  people 
of  England  are  fondest  of,  it  is  that  they  will  never  part 
with,  and  is  that  his  majesty  in  his  speech  has  promised  to 
take  particular  care  of.    This,  my  lords^  in  my  opinion^  caa 

•  Page  91.  > 
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never  be  done  without  giving  an  indulgence  to.  all  Protest- 
ant dissenters.  It  is  certainly  a  very  uneasy  kind  of  life  to 
any  man,  that  has  either  Christian  charity^  humanity,  or 
good-nature,  to  see  his.  fellow-subjects  daily  abused,  divest- 
ed of  their  liberty  and  birthrights,  and  miserably  thrown 
out  of  their  possessions  and  freeholds,  only  because  they 
cannot  agr^e  with  others  in  some  opinions  and  niceties  of 
r^ligion^  which  their  consciences  will  not  give  them  leave  to, 
consent  to,  and  which,  even  by  the  confession  of  those  .who 
would  impose  them,  are  no  ways  necessary  to  salvation. 

f^  But,  my  lords,  besides  this^  |and  all  that  may  be  said 
upon  it,  in  order  to  the  improvement  of  our  trade  and  in-, 
crease  of  the  wealth,  strength,  and  greatness,  of  this  nation 
(which,  with  your  leave,  I  shall  presume  to  discourse  of 
some  other  time),  there  is,  methinks,  in  this  notion  of  per- 
secution, a  very  gross  mistake,  both  as  to  the  point  of  go- 
vernment and  the  point  of  religion  :  there  is  so  as  to  the 
point  of  governments  because  it  makes  every  man's  safety^ 
depend  upon  the  wrong  place,  not  upon^the  governors^  or 
man!s.  living  well  towards  the  civil  government  established 
by  laif,  but  upon  his  being  transported  with  zeal  for  every 
opinion  that  is  held  by  those  that  have  power  in  the  church, 
that  is  in  fashion  ;  and  I  conceive  it  is  a  mistake  in  religion,- 
because  it  is  positively  against  the  express  doctrine  and  ex- 
ample of  Jesus  Christ.  Nay,  my  lords,  as  to  our  Protest- 
ant religion,  there  is  something  in  it  yet  worse,  for  we 
Protestants  maintain,  that  none  of  those  opinions  which 
Christians  differ  about  are  infallible,  and  therefore  in  us  it 
is  somewhat  an  inexcusable  conception,  that  men  ought  to 
be.  deprived  of  their  inheritance,  and  all  the  certain  conve- 
niences and  advantages  of  life,  because  they  will  not  agree 
with  us  in  our  uncertain  opinions  of  religion.  ' 

^'  My  humble  motion  therefore  to  your  lordships  is^  that 
you  will  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indulgence  to  all 
Protestant  dissenters.  1  know  very  well,  that  every  peer 
in  this  realm  has  a  right  to  bring  into  parliament  any  bill 
be  conceives  to  be  useful  to  his  nation  ;  but  I  thought  it 
more  itespectful  to  your  lordships  to  ask  your  leave  before  ; 
and  I  cannot  think  the  doing  it  will  be.  any  prejudice  to  the 
bill,  because  I  am  confident  the  reason,  the  prudence,  and 
the  charitableness,  of  it,  will  be  able  to  justify  it  to  this 
house,  and  to  the  whole  world."    Accordingly  tb6  house 

VOL.  IV.  2   F 
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gate  hh  grace  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  this  purpose ;  bat 
tbis  and  some  others  were  lost  by  the  warm  debates  which 
arose  in  the  house  upon  the  impeachment  of  the  earlof 
Danby,  and  which  occasioned  the  sudden  prorogation  of 
the  parliament  June  "9,  without  liaving  passed  one  public 
bill;  after  which  bis  majesty,  upon  iartber  discontent^  p^b- 
rogued  them  for  fifteen  month^^  which  gate  occasion  to  a 
question  in  the  ensuing  session,  whether  they  were  not 
legally  dissolved. 

From  this  time  to  the  discovery  of  the  Popish  plot,  par- 
liaments were  called  and  adjourned,  says  Mr.  Cbke,  by 
order  from  France  to  French  ministers  and  pensioners,  to 
carry  on  the  design  of  promoting  the  Catholic  eail^e  in 
masquerade.''^    The  king  himself  was  a  known  pensioner 
of  Lewis  XIV.  who  had  appropriated  a  fund  of  twenty  mit 
lions  of  livres  for  the  service  of  these  kingdoms,  out  of 
which  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  prime  ministers  and  leaders 
of  parties,  received  the  wages  of  their  commission,  ac<^ord- 
ifig  as   the  French  ambassador  represented  their  merit. 
The  pensioners  made  it  their  business  to  raise  the  efy  of  the 
churches  danger,  and  of  the  return  of  forty-one.     This  was 
spread  over  the  whole  nation  in  a  variety  of  pamphlets  and 
newspapers,  &e.   written  by  their  own  hirelings ;  and  if 
they  met  with  opposition  ^om  the  friends  of  the  country, 
the  authors  and  printers  were  sure  to  be  fined  and  impri* 
soned.     A  reward  of  50/.  was  ofibred  for  the  prmter  of  a  v 
pamphlet,  supposed  to  be  writ-ten  by  Andrew  Marvel;  en- 
titled, "  An  account  of  the  growth  of  power,  and  a  season- 
able argument  to  all  grand  juries;'*  and  100/.  for  the  per- 
sons who  conveyed  it  to  the  press.    No  man  could  publish 
any  thing  on  the  side  of  liberty  and  the  Protestant  religion, 
but  with  the  hazard  of  a  prison,  and  a  considerable  fine ; 
nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  that  sir  Roger 
L'Estrange  was  the  sole  licenser  of  the  press. 

This  gentleman  was  a  pensioner  of  the  court,  and  a  cham- 
pion for  the  prerogative ;  he  was  a  younger  son  of  sir  Ham^ 
mond  L'Estrange  of  Norfolk,  who,  having  conceived  hopes 
of  surprising  the  town  of  Lynn  for  his  majesty  in  the  year  1644, 
obtained  a  commission  from  the  king  fi)r  that  purpose,  but 
being  apprehended  and  tried  by  a  cOurt-martial,  for  coming 
into  the  parliament's  quarters  as  a  spy,  he  was  toiidemned, 

*  Detect,  p.  500. 
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aad  ordered  t6  be  executed  in  Smithfield  January  2, 
1744 — 5  ;  but  by  the  intercessipn  of  some  powerful  friends 
he  was  reprieved,  and  kept  in  Newgate  several  years.  His 
sufferings  made  such  an  impression  on  his  spirit,  that  on  the 
king's  restoration,  he  was  resolved  to  make  reprisals  on 
the  whole  party.  He  was  master  of  a  fine  English  style, 
and  of  a  great  deal  of  keen  wit,  which  he  employed  without 
any  regard  to  truth  or  candour, .  in  the  service  of  Popery 
and  arbitrary  power,  and  in  villifying  the  best  and  most  un- 
doubted patriots.  Never  did  man  fight  so,  to  force  thei  dis* 
senters  into  the  church,  says  Coke ;  and  when  he  had  got 
them  there,  branded  them  for  trimmers,  and  would  turn 
them  out  again.  He  Was  a  most  mercenary  writer,  and  had 
a  pen  .at  the  service  of  those  who  would  pay  him  best. 
FoiiT/'One  was  his  retreat  against  all  who  durst  contend 
against  him  and  the  prerogative.  Sir  Roger  observed  no 
measures  with  his  adversaries  in  his  Weekly  Observators, 
Citt  and  Bumpkin,  Foxes  and  Firebrands,^  and  other  pam- 
phlets ;  and  when  the  falseness  of  his  reasoning  and  inao^ 
lence  of  his  sarcasm  were  exposed,  lijce  a  second  Don 
Quixotte,  he  called  aloud  to  the  civil  magistrate  to  come  in 
to  his  aid.  He  represented  the  religion  of  the  dissenters, 
as  a  medley  of  folly  and  enthusiasm  ;  their  principles  and 
lempers.as  turbulent,  seditious,  and  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  peace  of  the  state;  their  .pretences  as  frivolous,  and 
often  hypocritical.  He  excited  the  government  to  use  the 
utmost  severities  to  extirpate  them  out  of  the  kingdom.f 
He  furnished  the  clergy  with  pulpit  materials  to  rail  at 
them,  which  they  imjproved  with  equal  eagerness  and  in- 

*  Dr.  Orey  says,  that  sir  Roger  L'Estrange  was  not  the  author  of  this  work;  that 
the  first  part  was  written  by  Dr.  Nalson,  and  the  other  parts,  if  he  mistook  not,  by 
Mr.  Ware,  the  son  of  sir  James  Ware,  the  great  antiqoarian.  The  most  Talnable  of 
sirRoger  L'Estrange's  pablications  is  reckoned  to  be  his  translation  of  Josephns.  His 
style,  which  Mr.  Neal  commends,  has  been  severely  censured  by  other  writers.  Mr. 
Gordon  says,that  «his  prodnotions  are  not  fit  to  be  read  by  any  who  have  taste  and  good- 
breeding  :  they  are  fall  of  technical  terms,  of  phrases  picked  np  in  the  streets,  from 
apprentices  and  porters,  and  nothing  can  be  more  low  and  naaseons."  Mr.  Granger 
observes,  that  L'Bstrange  was  one  of  the  great  corrupters  of  our  language,  by  ex- 
cluding vowels  and  other  letters  commonly  proooanbed,  and  introducing  «  pert  and 
affected  phrases."  He  was  licenser  of  the  press  to  Charles  and  James  II.  and  died 
11th  of  December,  1704,  astat.  eighty-eight.  Qaeen  Sfary,  we  are  told,  made  thia 
anagram  on  his  name. 

''Roger  L' Estrange, 

"  Lying  Strange  Roger." 
British  Biography,  vol.  6.  p.  317.     Granger's  History  of  England,  voK  4.  p.  70. 
— Bd. 
t  BnnMt,  vol.  2.  p.  25).     Rapin. 
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discretion;-  so  that  Popery  was  forgot,  and  nothing  so  com- 
mon  in  their  mouths  as  forty'-one.  L'Estrange  published 
some  -of  the  incautious  expressions  of  some  of  the  dissenters 
in  the  late  timesi  which  he  picked  out  of  their  writings,  to 
excite  the  populace  against  the  whole  party,  as  if  it  had  not 
been  easy  to  make  reprisals  from  the  ranting  expressions  of ' 
the  tories  of  this  reign :  for  these  exploits  he  was.  main- 
tained by  the  court,  and  knighted :  and  yet  when  the  tide 
turned  in  the-reign  of  king  James  II.  he  forgot  his  raillery 
against  the  principles  of  the  Nonconformists,  and  wrote  as 
zealously  for  liberty  of  conscience^  on  the  foot  of  the  dis^ 
pensing  power,  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom. 

But  in  answer  to  the  invectives  of  this  venal  tribe,  a  pam- 
phlet was  published  with  the  approbation  of  several  minis- 
ters, entitled,  The  Principles  and  Practices  of  several  Non- 
conformists,  shewing  that  their  religion  is  no  other  than 
what  is  professed  in  the  church  of  England.  The  authors 
declare,'*'that  they  heartily  own  the  Protestant  reformation 
in  doctrine,  as  contained  in  the  articles  of  the  church  of 

England that  they  are  willing  to  embrace  bishop  Usher^s 

model  of  church-governm.ent,  which  king  Charles  I.  admit- 
ted  they  hold  it  unlawful,  by  the  constitution  and  law» 

of  this  kingdom,  for  subjects  to  take  arms  against  the  king, 
his  office,  authority,  or  person,  or  those  legally  commission- 
ed and  authorized  by  him;  nor  will  they  endeavour  any 
alteration  in  church  or  state  by  any  other  nieans  than  by 
prayer  to  God,  and  by  petitioning  their  superiors— r — they 
acknowledge  the  king's  supremacy  over  all  persons,  &c. 

within  his  dominions they  declare  that  their  doctrine 

tends  to  no  unquietness  or  confusion,  any  more  than  the 
doctrine  of  the  church  of  England.  And  they  think  it  riot 
fair  dealing  in  their  adversaries,  to  repeat  and  aggravate  all 
intemperate  passages  vented  in  the  late  times,  when  impe- 
tuous actings  hurried  men  into  extremities ;  and  they  ap- 
prehend it  would  not  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  conform- 
ing clergy,  if  collections  should  be  published  of  all  their 
imprudences  and  weaknesses,  as  has  been  done  on  the  other 

side they  abhor  seditious  conventicles^  and  aifirm,  that 

insurrections  were  never  contrived  in  their  meetings,  nor 

•  To  discredit  Mr.  Corbet's  piece.  Dr.  Grcj  refers  to  Anthony  Wood's  oharaoter 
of  bin,  as  a  preacher  of  sedition,  and  a  vilifier  of  the  king  and  his  parlj.  Bat  with 
sack  writers  every  sentiment  that  does  not  breathe  the  spirit  of  passive  obedience  is 
•editioas.     Besides,  Mr.  Corbet's  vindication  turoed  mi  nolorioQs  facts, — ^£d.  .  . 
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in  any  whereof  they  are  conscious.  Experience,  say  they, 
hath  witnessed  our  peaceableness,  and  that  disloyalty  or 
sedition  is  not  to  be  found  among  us,  by  the  most  inquisitive 
of  our  adversaries.  They  desire  the  church  of  England  to 
take  notice,  that  they  have  no  mind  to  promote  Popish  de- 
signs; that  they  are  aware  of  the,  advantage  that  Papists 
make  of  the  divisions  of  Protestants — that  the  invectives 
thrown  out  against  them,,  are  made  up  only  of  big  and 
swelling  words,  or  of  the  indiscretions  of  the  few,  with 
which  they  are  not  chargeable — they  do  not  jpretend  to  be 
courtiers  or  philosophers,  but  they  teach  their  people  to 
fear  God  and  honour  the  king ;  to  love  the  brotherhood, 
to  bridle  their  tongues,  to  be  meek  and  lowly,  and  do  their 
own  work  with  quietness.''^ 

Though  the  persecution  continued  very  fierce,  the  Non- 
conformists ventured  to  assemble  in  private,  and  several 
pamphlets  were  published  about  this  time  [1676],  in  their 
defence;  as,  "  The  peaceable  design  ;  or,  an  account  of  the 
Nonconformist  meetings:"  by  some  London  ministers*:  de- 
signed, says  Dr.  Stillingfleet,  to  be  presented  to  parliament. 
^^  Reasons  which  prevailed  with  the  dissenters  in  Bristol  to 
continue  their  meetings,  however  prosecuted  or  disturbed" — 
'^  Separation  no  schism"—"  A  rebuke  to  informers;  with  a 
plea  for  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  called  Nonconformists, 
and  their  meetings;  with  advice  to  those  to  whom  the  in- 
formers apply  for  assistance  in  their  undertaking." 

Informers  were  now  become  the  terror  of  the  Noncon- 
formists,  and  the  reproach  of  a  civilized  nation.f  They 
went  about  in  disguise,  and,  like  wandering  strollers,  lived 
upon  the  plunder  of  industrious  families.  They  are  a  select 
eompdny  (says  the  ConformistsV  Plea  for  the  Nonconfor- 
mists) whom  the  long-suiTering  of  God  pernlits  for  a  time ; 
they  are  of  no  good  reputation ;  they  do  not  so  much  as 
know  the  names  or  persons  in  the  country  whom  they  mo-  . 
lest,  but  go  by  report  of  .their  imder-servants  and  accom- 
plices.    They  come  from  two  or  three  counties  oflT,  to  set 

•  On  the  15th  of  Janoary,  1675—6,  died  Dorothj  the  tvife  of  Richard  Cromwell, 
ID  the  fortj-niDth  year  of  her  age;  who,  it  is  thought,  never  saw  her  husband  after  he 
retired  into  France.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  Major,  esq.  of  Harsly  in 
Hampshire,  where  she  was  married  on  the  Isl  of  May  1649.  The  character  given  of 
her  IK, '"  that  she  was  a  prudent,  godlj,  practical  Christian."  So  far,  it  is  observed, 
this  lady  has  been  happy,  that  amongst  the  illiberal  things  that  have  been  levelled 
against  the  protectoral  house  of  Cromwell,  her  character  is  almost  the  only  one  that 
Kcandal  has  left  untouched.     Biographia  Britao.  second  edition,  vol.  4.  p.  538. 

t  Conform.  Plea,  part  3.  p.  8—10. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


438  HISTORY   OF 

up  thi  new  trade;  whether  they  are  Papists  or  nominal 
Protestants,  who  can  tell  ?  They  never  go  to  thdr  parish- 
churches,  nor  any  other,  but  lie  in  wait  and  ambush  for 
their  prey ;  their  estate  is  invisible^  their  country  unknown 
to  many,  and  their  morals  are  as  bad  as  the  very  dregs  of  the 
age :  these  are  the  men  who  direct  and  rule  many  of  the 
magistrates ;  who  live  upon  the  spoil  of  better  Christians  and 
subjects  than  themselves,  and  go  away  with  honest  men's 
goods  honestly  gotten.* — They  are  generally  poor,  says 
anotlier  writer,  as  are  many  of  the  justices,  so  that  they 
shared  the  booty  belonging  to  the  king  as  well  as  the  poor 
among  themselves :  by  which  means  the  king  and  the  poor 
got  but  little.t 

Their  practice  was  to  insinuate  themselves  into  an  ac- 
quaintance with  some  under- servants,  or  lodgers  in  a  Non- 
conformist's family,  under  the  cloak  of  religion,  in  order  to 
discover  the  place  of  their  meeting.  They  walked  the  streets 
on  the  Lord's  day,  to  observe  which  way  any  suspected  per- 
sons went.  They  frequiently  sat  down  in  coffee-houses,  and 
places  of  public  resort,  to  listen  to  conversation.  They 
could  turn  themselves  into  any  shape,  and  counterfeit  any 
principles,  to  obtain  their  ends.  When  they  had  discovered 
a  conventicle^  they  immediately  got  a  warrant  from  some 
who  were  called  confiding  justices,  to  break  open  the  house. 
If  the  minister  was  in  the  midst  of  bis  sermon  or  prayer, 
they  commanded  him  in  the  king's  name  to  come  down  from 
.  his  pulpit ;  and  if  he  did  not  immediately  obey,  a  fife  of 
musketeers  was  usually  sent  up  to  pull  him  down  by  force, 
and  to  take  him  into  custody ;  the  congregation  was  broke 
up,  and  the  people  guarded  along  the  street  to  a  magistrate, 
and  from  him  to  a  prison,  unless  they  immediately  paid  their 
fines:  the  goods  of  the  house  were  rifled,  and  frequently 
carried  ofi^,  as  a  security  for  the  large  fine  set  upon  it. 

This  was  a  new  way  of  raising  contributions,  but  it  seldom 
or  never  prospered ;  that  which  was  ill  gotten  was  as  ill 
spent,  upon  lewd  women,  or  in  taverns  and  alehouses,  in 
gaming,  or  some  kind  of  debauchery.  An  informer  was  but 
one  degree  above  a  beggar ;  there  was  a  remarkable  blast 

•  Sewel,  p.  493. 

t  Br.  Grey  is  angry  with  Mr.  Neal  for  not  qaoting  the  remainder  of  the  paragraph 
from  Sewel:  in  which  that  writer  owns  that  some  honest  jostices  disdoaraged  tlie 
practices  of  the  informers,  and  availed  themselves  of  any  defect  or  failure  ill  their  evi- 
dence, to  clear  those  against  whom  they  informed. — Ed. 
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of  Providence  upon  their  persons  and  substance  t.  most  of 
tbeai  died  in  poverty  and  extreme  misery ;  and  as  they  lived 
in  di^gracoi  they  seemed  to  die  by  a  remarkable  hand  of 
God.  Stroud  and  Marshal,  with  all  their  plunder,  could 
opt  keep  out  of  pjcison:  and  ^vribeu  Keting^  another  inform- 
er, was  confined  for  debt,  be.  wrote  to  Mr.  Baxter  to  endea^ 
vourhis  deliverance,  confessing  he  believed  God  had  ^nt 
that  calamity  upon  him,  for  giving  him  so  much  trouble. 
Another  died  in  the  Compter  for  debt;  and  great  numbers 
by  their  vices  came  to  miiserable  and  untimely  ends. 

But  as  some  died  off  others  succeeded,  who  by  the  instii- 
gation  of  the  court  disturbed  all  the  meetings  they  could 
find.  The  king  commanded  the  judges  and  justices  of  Lon- 
don to  put  the  penal  laws  in  strict  execution ;  and  sir  Jos. 
Sheldon,  lord-mayor,  and  kinsman  to  the  ardibishop,  did 
not  fail  to  do  hb  part.  Sir  Tho.  Da  vies  issued  a  warrant, 
to  distrain  on  Mr.  Baxter  for  50^.  on  account  of  his  lecture 
in  New-street;  and  when  he  had  built  a  little  chapel  in 
Oxenden-street,  the  doors  were  shut  up  after  he  had  preach- 
od  in  it  once.  In  April  this  year  [1676],  be  was  disturbed 
by  a  company  of  4:onstabIes  and  officers^  as  be  was  preaching 
in  SwaUow-street,  who  beat  drums  under  the  windows,  to 
interrupt  the  service,  because  they  bad  not  a  warrant  to 
lireak  open  the  house« 

The  court-bishops,  as  has  been  obs^rvedtnore  than  once, 
pushed  on  the  iaibrmers  to  do  all  the  mischief  tbey  could  to 
the  Nonconformists;  ^^The  prelates  will  not  suffer  them  to 
be  quiet  in  their  families*  (says  a  considerable  writer  of 
these  times),  though  they  have  given  large  and  ample  testi- 
moai^,  that  they  are  wiUing  to  live  quietly  by  their  church 
neighbours "  The  dissenting  Protestants  bave  been  re- 
puted the  only  enemies  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  only 
persecuted^  says  a  Jidble  writer^  while  the  Papists  remain 
undisturbed,  being  by  the  court  thought  loyal,  and  by  our 
great  bishops  not  dangerous.  Mr.  JLiocke,  bishop  Burnet, 
and  others,  have  set  a  mark  upon  the  names  of  .archbishop 
Sheldon,  bisbop  Morley,  Gunning,  Henchman,  Ward,  &c. 
which  will  not  be  easily  erased ;  but  I  mention  no  more, 
because  there  were  others  of  a  better  spirit,  who  resided  in 
their  diocesses,  and  bad  no  concern  with  the  court. 

Among  these  we  may  reckon  Dr.  Edward  Reynolds,  bi- 
shop of  Norwich,  born  in  Southampton  1599,  and  educated  in 

*  State  Tra«ls,  voL  2.  p.  54,  55  ;  toU  3.  p.  ^t^  &c. 
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Merton-^college,  Oxford;  he  was  preacher  to  the  society 
of  Lincoln  Vlnn,  add  reckoned  one  of  the  roost  eloc^uent 
preachers  of  his  age^  though  he  had  some  hoarseness  in  his 
voice.^   In  the  time  of  the  civil  wars  he  took  part  with  the 
parliament^  and  was-one  of  the  assembly  of  divines.     In  the 
year  1646,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  preachers  to'  the 
university  of  Oxford,  and  afterward  a  visitor.    Upon  the 
reform  of  the  university,  he  was  made  dean  of  Christ-church, 
and  vice-chancellor.  After  the  king^s  death,  he  lost  his  dean- 
ery forrefusing  the  engagement,  but  complied  with  all  the 
other  changes  till  the  king's  restoration,  when  he  appeared 
with  the  Presbyterians,  but  was  prevailed  with  to  accept  a 
bishoprick  on  the  terms  of  the  king's  declaration,  which  never 
took  place.     He  was  a  person  of  singular  affability,  meek- 
ness, and  humility,  and  a  frequent  preacher.f     He  was  a 
constant  resident  in  his  diocess,  and  a  good  old  Puritan, 
who  never  concerned  himself  with  the  politics  of  the  court. 
He  died  at  Norwich  January  16,  1676,  aetatis  seventy-six. 
[On  May  the  S2d  1676  died,  aged  seventy-three,  the  pious 
and  learned  Mr.  John  Tombes,  B.  D.  ejected  from  the  living 
of  Leominster  in  Herefordshire.     He  was  bom  in  1603  at 
Bewdley  in  Worcestershire.  At  fifteen  ycors  of  age,  having 
made  a  good  proficiency  in  grammar-learning,  he -was  «ent 
to  Magdalen- hall,  Oxford,  where  he  studied  under  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  William  Pemble,  upon  whose  decease  he  was 
diosen,  though  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  such  was 
the  reputation  of  his  parts  and  learning,  to  succeed  him  in 
the  catechetical  lecture- in  that  hall.     He  held  this  lecture 
about  seven  years,  and  then  removed  first  to  Worcester, 
and  then  to  Leominster ;  in  both  places  he  had  the  name  of 
a  very  popular  preacher ;  and  of  the  latter  living  he  was, 
«oon  after,  possessed ;  and  as  the  emolument  of  it  was  small, 
lord  viscount  Scudamore,  out  of  respect  to  Mr.  Tombes, 
made  an  addition  to  it.  In  1641  he  was^  through  the  spirit 
of  the  church-party,  obliged  to  leave  this  town ;  and  fled  to 
Bristol,  where  general  Fiennes  gave  him  the  living  of  All- 
Saints.    The  city  being  taken  by  the  king's  party,  his  wife 
and  children  being  plundered,  and  a  special  warrant^being 
out  to  apprehend  him^  he  escaped  with  difficulty,  and  got  to 

*  Wood-s.AtLen.  Oxoii.vol.  2.  p.  420. 

t  "  Hevas  aniversaflj  allowed  (sajs  Mr.  Granger),  to  be  a  man  of  extraordinary 
.{^a^fit^^lijti.  discovers  in  his  writings  a  richness  of  fancy  as  wdl  as  a  solidity  of  jadg- 
itieni^'*    tie  was  buried  in  the  new  chapel  belonging  to  his  palace,  which  be  bailt  at 
his  b^n  expense.    History  of  England,  vol.  3.  p.  241. 
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London  with  hisfamily,  September  32, 1643.    Here  he  was 
sometime  minister  of  Fenchurch,  till  his  stipend  was  taken 
away  for  not  practising  the  baptism  of  infants.  He  was  then 
chosen  preacher  to  the  honourable  societies  at  the  Temple, 
on  condition  that  he  would  not  touch  on  the  controversy 
about  it  in  the  pulpit.     Here  he  continued  four  years,  and 
was  then  dismissed  for  having  published  a  treatise  on  the. 
subject.    He  was,  after  this,  chosen  minister  in  the  town  of 
his  nativity,  and  had  also  the  parsonage  of  Rosse  given  him, 
but  he  gave  up  his  interest  in  the  latter,  to  accept  the  master- 
ship of  the  hospital  at  Ledbury.    When  the  affections  of 
the  people  at  Bewdley  were  alienated  from  him,  on  account 
of  his  sentiments  on  l)aptism,  he  was  restored  to  his  living 
at  Leominster.  In  1653,  he  was  appointed  a  trier  for  candi* 
idates  for  the  ministry.  After  the  Restoration  he  quitted  his 
places,  and  laid  down  the  ministry,  and  went  to  reside  at 
Salisbury ;  from  whence  he  had  not  long  before  married  a 
rich  widow,  and  conformed  to  the  church  as  a  lay-communi- 
cant. He  was  held  in  great  respect  by  lord-chancellor  Hyde, 
bishop  Sanderson,  bishop  Barlow,  and  Dr.  Ward  bishop  of 
Salisbury,  whom,  during  his  residence  in  the  city,  he  often 
visited.    Mr.  Wood  says,  */  that  there  wer«  few  better  dis- 
^   putants  in  his  age  than  he  was."    Mr.  Wall  speaks  of  him 
as  '^  a- man  of  the  best  parts  in  our  nation,  and  perhaps  in 
any.''    Dr.  Calamy  represents  him  as  one,  ^^  whom  all  the 
world  must  own  to  have  been  a  very  considerable  man  and 
-an  excellent  scholar.-'    And  it  perpetuates  his  memory  with 
honour,  that  the  lords,  in  their  conference  with  the  com- 
.mons,  in  1702,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  occasional  conformity, 
supported  their  argument,  that  receiving  the  sacrament  in 
•church  did  not  necessarily  import  an  entire  conformity,  by 
an  appeal  to  his  example :  '*  There  was  a  very  learned.and 
famous  man  (said  they)  that  lived  at  Salisbury,  Mr.  Tombes, 
who  was  a  very  zealous  conformist  in  all  points  but  in  one, 
in&nt  baptism."    Mr.  Tombes  was  one  of  the  first  of  his 
day,  who  attempted  a  reformation  in  the  church,  and  to  re- 
move all  human  inventions  in  the  worship  of  God :  with 
this  view  be  preached  a  sermon,  which  he  was  commanded 
by  the  house  of  commons  to  print.     So  early  as  the  year 
1637,  being  led  in  the  course  of  his  lectures  to  discuss  the 
•subject  of  baptism,  he  was  brought  into  doubts  concerning 
the  authority  for  that  of  infants,  which  for  some  years  he 
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eootiif ued  to  practise  only  oa  the  groufid  of  the  apostle's 
words,  1  Cor.  vii.  14.    Bui  the  answer  he  reoeived  to  tb^ 
«rguiDeBt  from  an  iogenioitft  Baptist  at  Briatol  put  him  to 
aland  as  to  that  text    When  he  was  in  liondon,  he  coa- 
suited  some  of  the  learned  ministers  there  on  the  question, 
and  at  a  particular  conference  debated  the  matters  with 
them ;  but  it  broke  np  without  obTiating  his  objections.  He 
afterward  laid  his  reasons  for  doubting  the  lairfulAess  of 
the  common  practice  in  Latin  befiMne  the  Westminster  as- 
sembly :  after  waiting  many  months,  though  he  had  been 
informed  timt  a  committee  was  to  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  point,  he  co«ld  obtain  iio  answer,  nor  hear  that  it  was 
so  much  as  admitted  to  a  debate ;  but  his  papers  were  tossed 
np  and  down  from  one  to  another  to  expose  him.  On  being 
tdismiMed  from  the  Temple^  he  printed  bis  Apology ;  of  which 
Mr.  Batchiler  says,  ^^. Having  perased  this  miid  Apology,  I 
conceive  that  th«  ingenuity,  learning,  and  piety,  therein  con- 
tained, deserve  the  press."    He  repeatedly  took  up  his  pen 
in  this  controvi^rsy,  of  which  he  was  judged  to  be  a  perfect 
master,  and  he  was  often  dimwa  into  public  disputations  on 
at,  particularly  with  Mr.  Baxter,  at  Bewdley.  "  The  victory, 
as  usual  (says  Mr.  Nelson),  was  claimed  on  both  sides:  but 
aome  of  the  learned,  who  werofar  (torn  approving  his  isaose, 
yielded  the  advantage  both  of  learning  and  atigumeat  toMr. 
.  Tpmbes."*   He  wrote  more  books  on  the  aubjefit  than  any 
<Nie  man  in  England ;  and,  contintiing  minister  of  the  parish  ^ 
of  Bewdley,  he  gathered  a  separate  chureh  of  those  of  his 
own  pensoasioR;  which,  thoi^h  not  large,  consisted  of  some 
members  distinguished  for  their  piety  and  solid  judgment; 
and  three,  who  were  afterward  eminept  ministers  of  that 
persuasion,  #ere  trained  up  in  it,  vie.  Mr«  Richard  Adams, 
Mr.  John  Eecles,  and  oaptain  Boyiston*    It  continued  till 
about  the  time  of  the  king's  r^stomtioo.    CrosJ^'s  History 
^f theBaptisIs,  vol.  l.p.S78— 9S3.  Palmer's Noivooformist 
Memorial,  vol.  ^.  p.  33^37 ;  and  Nelaon's  Life  of  Bishop 
Bull,  p.  849— «5S.-^fiD.] 

The  murmurs  of  the  people  agaiMt  the  gpvernmjent,  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished.  When  the  pariiameot  met, 
they  addressed  the  king  to  enter  into  an  ftUianioe  wiHi  the 
Dutch,  and  other  confederates^  for  preserving  the  £lpanidi 
Netherlands,  as  the  only  means  to  aave  Gf»at  Britain  from 

*  N«l80B*t  Life  of  BiAhop  Bull,  p.  ^51. 
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Popery  aad'slavvry.*  But  bis  majesty  dedared^  he  would 
not  suflfer  his  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace  to  be 
invaded,  nor  be  prescribed  to  as  to  his  alliances.  However, 
he  consented  to  a  separate  peace  with  the  Dutch,  and  then 
prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  middle  of  July,  by  which 
time  the  French  had  almost  completed  their  conquests 
of  the  Spanish  Flanders.  The  chief  thing  the  parliament 
could  obtain,  was  the  repeal  of  the  Popish  act  de  hmretko 
cotnbnrendo.f 

But  when  the  campaign  was  over,  his  majesty  did  one  of 
the  most  popular  actions  of  his  reign,  which  was  marrying 
the  princess  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  the  duke  of  York^  to 
the  prince  of  Orange.  The  king  imagined  he  could  oblige 
the  Dutch,  by  this  family  alliance,  to  submit  to  a  disadvan*- 
tageous  peace  with  the  French ;  but  wheti  the  prince  de- 
clared roundly,  that  he  would  not  sacrifice  his  honour,  nor 
the  liberties  of  Europe^  for  a  wife,  his  majesty  said,  he  was 
an  honest  mail,  and  gave  him  the  princess  without  any  con* 
ditions,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the  true  friends  of  their 
Country^  who  had  now  a  Protestant  heir  to  the  crown  in  view, 
though  at  some  distance.  The  nuptials, were  solemnized 
November  4, 1677,  and  the  royal  pair  soon  after  embarked 
privately  for  Holland. 

This  year  died  archbishop  Sheldon,  one  of  the  most  in- 
veterate enemies  of  the  Nonconformists,  a  man  of  persecuting 
principles,  and  a  tool  of  the  prerogative,  who  made  a  jest  of 
religion,  any  fiirther  than  it  was  a  political  engine  of  state,  j: 

*  NoiwithstandiDg;  this  alarm,  on  a  calonlation  that  was  made,  in  the  preceding 
▼ear,  the  Nonoonformists  of  all  sorts,  and  Papists  ioolQded,  were  foand  to  be  ia 
proportion  to  the  members  of  the  charch  of  Englandyas  one  to  twenty ;  "  which  was  a 
number  (says  bishop  Sherlock)  too  small  to  hait  the  oonstitotion."  His  Test  Act 
▼Indicated,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Catamy ;  Own  Life,  p.  63.  MS. — Ed. 

t  This  writ  was  taken  away,  on  the  principle  of  the  wisdom  of  prevention,  und^r  the 
apprehension  of  Popery,  "  to  preolade  the  risk  of  being  burnt  themselves,  not  to 
exempt  otbera  from  the  possibility  of  being  burnt."  The  condaot  ef  administration,  in  ' 
this  instance,"  was  the  effect  of  fear,  not  of  general  and  enlarged  principles."  ■Hob-< 
house's  Treatise  on  Heresy,  p.  29,  note. 

Another  modem  writer  observes,  that  '*  thoogh  the  state,  in  this  instance,  shewed 
some  moderation,  neither  then,  nor  at  any  subsequent  time,  has  any  alteration  been 
made  in  the  constitution  of  the  church."  It  still  assumes  excIosiTelj  to  itself  all  truth, 
and  may  persecute  some  sectaries  as  heretics,  and  punish  them  by  "  excommanication, 
degradation,  and  other  ecclesiastical  censures,  not  extending  to  death.''  It  is  not 
clear,  that  ecclesiastical  judges  may  not,  even  now,  doom  them  to  the  flames,  though 
the  civil  power  will  not  execute  the  sentenoe.     Higb-oharoh  Politics,  p.  64. — ^Ed. 

t  "I  scarce  believe  (says  Dr.  Grey),  that  the  moderate,  the  impartial,  the  peace- 
able Mr.  Neal,  could  write  down  so  many  antmths,  in  one  paragraph,  without  blush- 
ing." The  doctor  expresses  himself  in  another  place,  vol.  2.  p.  330,  displeased  with 
Mr.  Neal  for  saying,  that  Dr.  Sheldon  '*  never  gave  any  great  specimens  of  his  piety 
or  learning  to  the  world,"  vol.  3.  p.  388.    In  reply  to  this  he  quotes  bishop  Barnct, 
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He  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Sancroft,  who  was  deprived  for 
jacobitism  at  the  Revolution.*  Dr.  Compton  was  promoted 
to  the  see  of  London,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Henchman,  a  man 
of  weak  but  arbitrary  principles^  till  it  came  to  his  turn  to 
be  a  sufferer.t  Many  of  the  bishops  waited  on  the  king 
this  summer^  for  his  commands  to  put  the  p;enal  laws  into 
execution,  which  they  did  with  so. much  diligence,  that  Mr. 
Baxter  says/  he  was  so  weary  of  keeping  his  doors,  shut 
against  persons  who  came  to  distrain  his  goods  for  preach- 
ingy  tliat  he  was  forced  to  leave  his  house,  to  sell  his  goods, 
and  part  with  his  very  bopks.j:  About  twelve  years,  says 
he,  I  have  been  driven  one  hundred  miles  from  them,  and 
when  I  had  paid  dear  for  the  carriage,  after  two  or  three 
years  I  was  forced  to  sell  them.  This  was  the  case  of  many 

who  allows  that, Sheldon  "  was  esteemed  a  learned  man  before  the  wars."  Here  the 
doctor  refers  to  bishop  Kennet,  who  says  that  Sheldon  "  withdrew  from  all  state-af- 
fairs some  years  before  his  d^ath;  and  to  Eofaard,  who  extols  his  learning  and  .piety, 
as  well  as  his  munificent  benefactions,  which  we  have  specified,  vol.  3.  p.  388,  note. 
Dr.  Samuel  Parker,  who  had  been  his  chaplain,  says^  «  he  wHs  a  man  of  nndoabled 
piety ;  bat  thongh  he  was  very  assidnous  at  prayers,  yet  he  did  not  set  «o  great  a  value 
upon  them  as  others  did,  nor  regarded  so  much  worship  as  the  use  of  worship,  placing 
the  chief  point  of  religion  in  the  practice  of  a  good  life.''  Mr.  Granger  represents  him 
as  *'  meriting,  by  his  benevolent  heart,  public  spirit, prudent  conduct,  and  egLemplary 
piety,  the  highest  and  most  conspicuous  station  in  the  church."  These  characters  of 
his  grace  appear  to  contradict  Mr.  Neal.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  supported  by  the 
testimony  of  bishop  Burnet,  who  says,  <^He  seemed  not  to  have  a  deep  s^nse  of.re- 
ligion,  if  any  at  all,  and  spoke  of  it  most  commonly  as  of  an  engine  of  government, 
and  a  matter  of  policy  :"  and  the  facts,  adduced  above,  shew  his  intolerant  spirit. 
But  all  agree  in  describing  him  as  a  man  whose  generous  and  munificent  deeds  dis- 
played a  benevolent  and  liberal  mind,  and  whose  pleasantness  and  afiiibility  of  manner 
were  traly  ingratiating.  "  His  conversation  (as  Dr.  Parker  draws  his  character) 
was  easy;  he  never  sent  any  man  away  discontented;  among  bis  domestics  ^  was 
both  pleasant  and  grave,  and  governed  bis  family  with  authority  and  courtesy."  His 
advice  to  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who,  by  the  order  of  their  parents,  daily 
resorted  to  him,  deserves  to  be  mentioned.  It  was  always  this :  **  Let  it  be  your 
principal  care  to  become  honest  men,  and  afterward  be  as  devout  and  religious  as  you 
will.  No  piety  will  be  of  any  advantage  to  yourselves  or  any  body  else,  unless  you 
are  honest  and  moral  men."  Granger,  vol.  3.  p.  230.  British  Biography,  vol.  d. 
p.  S5,  S6»  note ;  and  Burnet,  vol.  1.  p.  257. — Ed.  ^. 

*  '*  The  bare  mention  of  this  is  sufficient  to  expose  Mr.  Neal's  sneer  upon  one  of 
the  greatest,  the  best,  and  most  conscientious  prelates."  Dr.  Grey,  vol.  3.  p.^376. 
— Bix 

t  Dr.  Grey  affects  to  doubt,  whether  Mr.  Neal  designed  this  character  for  bishop 
Henchman  or  bishop  Compton  ;  though  Henchman  is  the  immediate  antecedent,  whose 
character  more  properly  follows  the  mention  of  his  death.  The  doctor  appeals  from 
Mr.  >feal  to  Mr.  Echard,  who  commends  bishop  Henchman's  wisdom  and  prudence, 
and  his  admirable  management  of  the  king's  escape  after  the  battle  of  Worcester, 
Mr.  Neal,  in  speaking  of  his  arbitrary  principles,  till  he  was  pinched^  undoubtedly 
refers  to  his  conduct,  when  the  declaration  for  liberty  of  conscience  was  published. 
On  this  occasion  he  was  much  alarmed,  and  strictly  enjoined  his  clergy  to  preach 
against  Popery,  though  it  offended  the  king.  This  prelate  was  lord-almoner,  and  he 
was  the  editor  of  Gentleman's  Calling,  supposed  to  be  written  by  the  author  of  the 
**  Whole  Duty  of  Man."  Granger,  ?ol.  3.  p.  233.  Bishop  Compton's  character  will 
Appear  in  the  succeeding  part  of  this  history. — Ed. 

t  Baxter,  part  3.  p.  171,  172. 
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others,  who,  beingiieparated  from  their  Vamilies  and  friends, 
and  having  no  way  of  subsistence,  were  forced' to  sell  their 
books,  and  household  furniture,  to  keep  them  from  starving. 
This  year  [1677]  died  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tho.  Man  toil,  eject- 
ed from  Covent-garden :  he  was  born  in  Somersetshire  16S0, 
educated  at  Tiverton-school,  and  from  thence  placed  at 
Wadham-college,  Oxon.  He  was  ordained  by  Dr.  Hall^ 
bishop  of  Exeter,  when  he  was  not  more  than  twenty  years 
of  age :  his  first  settlement  was  at  Stoke-Newington  nepr 
London,  where  he  continued  seven  years,  being  generally 
esteemed  an  excellent  preacher,  and  a  learned  expositor  of 
Scripture.  Upon  the  death  or  resignation  of  Mr.  Obadiah 
Sedgwick,  he  was  presented  to  the  living  of  Covent-garden 
by  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  preached  to  a  numerous  con- 
gregation. The  doctor  was  appointed  one  of  the  pro* 
tector's  chaplains,  and  one  of  the  triers  of  persons'  qualifi- 
cations for  the  ministry;  which  service  he  constantly  at-, 
tended.  In  the  year  1660,  he  was  very  forward,  in  concert 
with  the  Presbyterian  ministers,  to  accomplish  the  king's 
restoration,  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  Savoy 
conference ;  he  was  then  created  doctor  of  divinity,  and 
offered  the  deanery  of  Rochester,  but  declined  it..  After 
he  was  turned  out  of  his  living  in  166S,  he  held  a  private 
meeting  in  his  own  house,  bu,t  was  imprisoned,  and  met  with 
several  disturbances  in  his  ministerial  work.  He  was  con- 
sulted in  all  the  treaties  for  a  comprehension  with  the  esta- 
blished church,  and  was  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  earl  of  Manchester,  and  other  noble  persons.  At 
length,  finding  his  constitution  breaking,  he  resigned  him- 
self to  God's  wise  disposal,  and  being  seized  with  a  kind  of 
lethargy,  he  died  October  18, 1677,  in  the  fifty-seventh  year 
of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  of 
Stoke-Newington.*  Dr.  Bates  in  his  funeral  sermon  says,  he 
was  a  divine  of  a  rich  fancy,  a  strong  memory,  and  happy 
elocution,  improved  by  diligent  study.  He  was  an  excellent 
Christian,  a  fervent  preacher,  and  every  way  a  blessing  to 
the  church  of  God."*^  His  practical  works  were  published  in 
five  volumes  in  folio,  at  several  times  after  his  death,  and 
are  in  great  esteem  among  the  dissenters  to  this  day.t 

•/Calamy,  vol.  2.  p.  42 ;  and  Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  1.  p.  138. 

t  Dr.  Maatop  was  al^o  in  great  eslimalion  for  his  acti?itj  atid  address  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  publio  affairs,  and  was  generally  in  the  chair  in  meetings  of  the  dissent- 
ing ministers  in  the  citj.     Or.  Grej  questions  the  truth  of  Mr.  NeaFs  assertion,  that 
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About. tfce  same  time  died  Mr.  John  Rowe,  M.  A.  bont 
in  the  year  I6S6,  and  educated  for  some  time  at  Cambridge^ 
but  translated  to  Oxford  about  the  time  of  the  visitation  in 
the  year  1648.  Here  he  was  admitted  M.  A.  and  fellow  of 
Corpus^Christi-coUege.  He  was  first  lecturer  at  Witney 
in  Oxfordshire ;  afterward  preacher  at  Tiverton  in  Devon- 
shire, and  one  of  the  commissioners  for  ejecting  ignorant 
and  insufficient  ministers  in  that  county.  Upon  the  death 
of  Mr.  William  Strong,  in  the  year  1654,  he  was  called  to 
succeed  him  in  the  abbey-church  of  Westminster ;  at  which 
place,  as  in  all  others,  his  sermons  were  very  much  at- 
t^ided  to  by  persons  of  all  persuasions.*  On  the  14th  of 
March  1659,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  approvers  of  mi- 
nisters by  act  of  parliament;  but  on  the  king's  restoration 
he  gave  way  to  the  change  of  the  times^  and  was  silenced 
with  his  brethren  by  the  act  of  nniforaaity.  He  was  a  di- 
vine of  great  gravity  and  piety;  bis  sernlons  were  judicious 
and  well  studied,  fit  for  the  audience  of  men  of  the  best 
quality  in  those  times.  After  the  Bartholomew  act,  he 
continued  with  his  people,  and  preached  to  them  in  Bar^ 
tholomew-clpse^  and  elsewhere,  as  the  times  would  permit, 
till  his.  death,  which  happened  October  12,  1677,  in  the 
filly*second  year  of  his  age.  He  lies  buried  in  Bunhill- 
fields  under  an  altar  monument  of  a  brick  foundaiion.f 
The  words  with  which  he  concluded  his  last  sermon  were 
these :  '^  We  should  not  desire  to  continue  longer  in  this 
world  than  to  glorify  God,  ta  finish  our  work,  and  to  be 
ready  to  say.  Farewell,  time ;  welcome,  blessed  eternity ; 
even  so ;  come,  Lord  Jesus !'' 

he  WM  ordained  at  the  age  of  tweaty  jears,  especially  as  he  gires  do  aathoritj  for  it 
"  Bishop  Hall  (he  says)  was  too  caoonical  a  man  to  admit  any  person  into  deacon's 
orders  at  that  age."  If  the  fact  be  mistated,  he  must  be  destitute  of  all  oandoar  who 
«aD  impQte  this  to  a  wilfal  falsification.  Arohbishop  Usher  ased  to  call  Dr.  Maotoa 
a  yol ominous  preacher,  meaning,  thai  he  had  the  art  of  redaoing  the  substance  of  vo- 
lumes of  divinity  into  a  narrow  compass.  But  it  was  true  in  the  literal  sense,  he  was 
Toluminous  as  an  author:  for  his  sermons  run  into  several  folios,  one  of  which  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  ninety  sermons  on  the  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  psalm.  The 
task  of  reading  these,  when  he  was  a  youth,  to  his  aunt,  had  an  unhappy  effect  on  the 
mind  of  lord  Bolingbroke.  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Swift,  he  writes,  "  My  next  shall  he 
as  long  as  one  of  Dr.  Manton's  sermons,  who  taught  my  youth  to  yawn,  and  prepared 
me  to  be  a  high  churchman,  that  I  might  never  hear  him  read,  nor  read'  him  more." 
Granger's  History,  vol.  S.  p.  304,  note. — Ed. 

*  Mr.  Rowe  was  a  good  scholar,  and  well  read  in  the  fathers ;  and  had  such  a 
knowledge  of  Greek,  that  he  began  very  young  to  k«ep  a  diary  in  that  l«ng:uage ; 
vbicb  he  continued  till  his  death ;  bnt  he  burnt  most  of  it  in  his  last  illness.  Palmer. 
— Bd. 

t  CaUmy,  vqI.  f .  p.  39.    Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  1.  p.  14ff. 
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CHAP.  X. 

FROM   THE   POPISH    PLOT    TO   THE   DEATH    OF   KING 
CHARLES  II.  IN  THE  YEAR  1684—6, 

1678. 

The  king  having  concluded  a  pioace  with  the  Dutch^  be- 
came Bdediator  between  the  Frencband  the  confederates,  at 
the  treaty  of  Nimeguen;  where  the  former  managed  the 
English  court  so  dexterously^  that  the  emperor  and  Spa- 
niards were  obliged  to  buy  their  peace^  at  the  expense  of 
the  best  part  of  Flanders. 

From  this  time  to  the  end  of  the  king's  reign,  we  meet 
with  little  else  but  domestic  quarrels  between  the  king  and 
his  parliament ;  sham  plots^  and  furious^allies  of  rage  and 
revenge,  befween  the  court  and  country  parties.  The  Non- 
conformists were  very  great  sufferers  by  these  contests ;  the 
penal  laws  being  in  full  force,  and  the  execution  of  them  in 
the  hands  of  their  avowed  enemies. 

No  sooner  was  the  nation  at  peace  abroad,  but  a  formid- 
able plot  broke  out  at  home,  to  take  away  the  king's  life^  to 
subvert  the  constitution,  to  introduce  Popery,  and  to  extir- 
pate the  Protestant  religion  root  and  branch.  It  was  called 
the  Popish  plot,  fVom  the  nature  of  the  design,  and  the  qua- 
lity of  the  conspirators,  who  were  no  less  than  pope  Inno-  - 
cent  XI.  cardinal  Howard  bis  legate ;  and  the  generals  of 
the  Jesuits  in  Spain  and  at  Rome.'*  When  the  king  was 
taken  off)  the  duke  of  York  was  to  receive  the  crown  as  a 
gift  from  the  pope,  and  hold  it  in  fee.  If  there  happened 
any  disturbance,  the  city  of  London  was  to  be  fired,  and 
the  infamy  of  the  whole  affair  to  be  laid  upon  the  Presbyte- 
rians and  fanatics^  in  hopes  that  the  churchmen,  in  the  beat 
of  their  fury,  would  cut  them  in  pieces,  which  would  make 
way  for  the  more  easy  subversion  of  the  Protestant  religion. 
Thus  an  insurrection,  and  perhaps  a  second  massacre  of  the 
Protestants  was  intended ;  for  this  purpose  they  had  great 
numbers  of  Popish  officers  in  pay,  and  some  thousands  of 
men  secretly  listed  to  appear  as  occasion  required  ;  as  wtis 

*  Ecbard,  p.  934. 
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deposed  by  the  oaths  of  Bedloe,  Tongue,  Dr.  Oates^  and 

others. 

The  discovery  of  this  plot  spread  a  prodigious  alarm 
over  the  nation,  and  awakened  the  fears  of  those  who  had 
been  lulled  into  a  fatal  security.  The  king's  life  was  the 
more  valuable  of  the  Popish  successor,  who  was  willing  to 
run  all  risks  for  the  introducing  his  religion.  The  murder 
of  sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey*  at  this  juncture,  a  zealous  and 
active  Protestant  justice  of  peace,  increased  men's  suspicions 
of  a  plot,  and  the  depositions  upon  oath  of  the  above-men^ 
tioned  witnesses,  seemed  to  put  it  beyond  all  doubt;  for 
upon  their  impeachment,  sir  6.  Wakeman  the  queen's  phy- 
sician, Mr.  Ed.  Coleman  the  duke  of  York's  secretary,  Mr. 
Richard  Langhorne,  and  eight  other  Romish  priests  and  Je- 
suits, were  apprehended  and  secured.  When  the  parliament 
met,  they  voted  that  there  was  a  damnable  hellish  plot  con- 
trived and  carried  on  by  Popish  recusants  against  the  life  of 
the  king  and  the  Protestant  religion.'  Five  Popish  lords 
were  ordered  into  custody,  viz.  lord  Stafford,  Powis,  Arun- 
del, Petre,  and  Bellasys.  A  proclamation  was  issued  against 

*  The  death  of  this  Kentleman,  an  able  magititrate  and  of  a  fair  character  was  deem- 
ed a  mnch  stronger  eyideDce  of  the  reality  of  the  plot,  than  the  oath  of  Gates.  The 
foolkh  circnmstance  of  his  name  being  anagramatized  to  "  I  find  murdered  by  rqgnes," 
helped  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  his  being  raardered  by  Papists.  His  funeral  was  ce- 
lebrated with  the  most  solemn  pomp.  Seventy-two  clergymen  preceded  the  corpse, 
which  was  followed  by  a  thousand  persons,  most  of  whom  were  of  eminence  and  rank. 
Granger's  History  of  England,  toI.  3.  p.  400.  8to. 

This  shews  the  interest  which  the  public  took  in  this  event.  So  great  was  the 
alarm  this  plot  raised,  that  posts  and  chains  were  put  up  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  the  trained-bands  drawn  out  night  after  night,  well-armed, 
and  watcliing  with  as  much  care  as  if  a  great  insurrection  were  expected  before  the 
morning.  The  general  topics  of  conversation  were  designed  massacres,  to  be  perpe- 
trated by  assassins  ready  for  the  purpose,  and  by  recruits  from  abroad^  A  sudden 
darkness  at  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  Sunday  after  the  murder  of  sir  Edmundbury.  God- 
frey, so  that  the  ministers  could  not  read  their  notes  in  the  pulpit  without  candles, 
was  looked  upon  as  awfully  ominous.  The  minds  of  people  were  kept  in  agitation  and 
terror  by  .dismal  stories  and  frequent  execntions.  Young  and  old  quaked  with  fear* 
Not  a  house  was  unprovided  with  arms.  No  one  went  to  rest  at  night  without  the 
apprehension  of  some  tragical  event  to  happen  before  the  morning.  This  state  of 
alarm  and  terror  lasted  not  for  a  few  weeks  only,  but  months.  .  The  [Vigeantry  of 
mock-processions,  employed  on  this  occasion,  heightened  the  aversion  to  Popery,  and 
inflamed  resentment  against  the  conspirators.  In  one  of  these,  amidst  a  vast  crowd 
of  spectators,  who  filled  the  air  with,  their  acclamations,  and  expressed  great, satis- 
faction in  the  show^  there  were  carried  on  men's  shoulders,  through  the  principal 
streets,  the  efligies  of  the  pope  and  the  representative  of  the  devil  behind  him,  wbis-  . 
pering  in  his  ear  and  caressing  him  (though  he  afterward  deserted.him,  before  he  was 
committed  to  the  flames),  together  with  the  likeness  of  the  dead  body  of  sir  Edmund* 
bury  Godfrey,  carried  before  him  by  a  man  on  horseback,  to  remind  the  people  of  his 
execrable  murder.  A  great  number  of  dignitaries  in  their  copes,  with  crosses  of 
monks,  friars,  Jesuhs,  and  Popish  bishops  with  their  mitres,  trinkets,  and. appurte- 
nances, formed  the  rest  of  the  procession.  Dr.  Calamy's  own  Life,.  MSS.  p.  67„  dS;. 
—Ed. 
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Papists ;  and  the  king  was  addressed  to  remove  the  duke  of 
Vork  from  his  person  and  councils. 

Though  the  king  gave  himself  no  credit  to  the  plot,  jet 
finding  it  impracticable  to  stem  the  tide  of  the  people's  zeal, 
he  consented  to  the  execution  of  the  law  upon  several  of  the 
condemned  criminals :  Mr.  Coleman,  and  five  of  the  Jesuits^ 
were  executed  at  Tyburn,  who  protested  their  innocence  to 
the  last;  and  a  year  or  two  forward  lord  Stafibrd  was  be- 
headed  on  Toifer<hill.  But  the  court  party  turned  the  plot 
into  ridicule ;  the  king  told  lord  Halifax,  '<  that  it  was  not 
probable  that  the  Papists  should  conspire  to  kill  him,  for 
have  I  not  been  kind  enough  to  them  ?"  says  his  majesty. 
^^  Ves  (says  his  lordship),  you  have  been  too  kind  indjeed  to 
them ;  but  they  know  you  will  only  trot,  and  they  want  a 
prince  that  will  gallop."  The  court  employed  their  tool'sir 
Roger  L'Estrange,*  to  write  a  weekly  paper  against  the 
plot;  and  the  country  party  encouraged.  Mr.  Car  to  write  a 
weekly  packet  of  advice  from  Rome,  discovering  the  frauds 
and  superstitions  of  that  court;  for  which  he  was  arraigned, 
convicted,  and  fined  in  the  court  of  KingVbench,  and  his 
papers  forbid  to  be  printed.  An  admirable  order  for  a  Pro- 
testant court  of  judicature ! 

But  it  was  impossible  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  parliafi\ent, 
who  had  a  quick  sense  of  the  dangers  of  Popery,  and  there- 
fore passed  a  bill,  to  disable  all  persons  of  that  religion  from 
sitting  in  either  house  of  parliament,  which  is  still  in  force, 
being  excepted  out  of  the  act  of  toleration.f  The  act  re- 
quires all  members  of  parliament  to  renounce  by  oath  the 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  and  to  declare  the  worship  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  the  saints,  practised  in  the  church 
of  Rome,  to  be  idolatrous.  Bishop  Gunning  argued  against 
charging  the  church  of  Rome  with  idolatry ;  but  the  house 
paid  him  little  regard ;  and  when  the  bill  was  passed,  he 
took  the  oath  in  common  with  the  rest. 

The  duke  of  York  got  himself  excepted  out  of  the  bill,;]: 
but  the  fears  of  his  accession  to  the  crown  were  so  great, 
that  there  was  a  loud  talk  of  bringing  a  bill  into  the  house, 

*  This  person,  of  whom  we  have  already  spoken,  formerly  called  **  Oliver's  Fid- 
dler/' was  now  the  admired  "  Buffoon  of  Higli^charch."  He  called  the  sbows.neii* 
tioned  in  oor  last  note,  "  hobby -horsing  processions."     Calamy*s  MSS.  p.  67. — Bd. 

t  Bnrnet,  Tol.  S.  p.  211. 

t  This  point  was  carried  in  faTOar  of  the  duke  by  no  more  than  two  ? bles.  Had 
it  been  negatived,  he  wonld^  in  Ihe  next  place, have  been  voted  awsy  from  thj  king's. 
presence.    Sir  John  Reresby's  Memoirs,  p.  7^. — Eu. 

TOL. IV.  2  G 
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U>  exclude  him  from  the  soccession  as  it  I^apiftt ;  upon  which 
the  king  came  to  the  bouBe  IVbvember  9,  and  assured  them, 
thilt  he  would  Consent  to  ahy  bills  for  securing  the  Protest- 
ant religion,  pro vrded  they  did  not  impeach  the  right  oTsu^ 
cession,  Wor  the  descent  of  the  crown  in  the  triie  line,  )aioi 
the  just  rights  Of  any  Protestant  succes^br.  But  this  not 
giving  satisfaction,  his  majdsty,  towards  the  end  ofDecem- 
bcfr,  first  prorogued,  and  theti  dissolved  the  patli^ment,  after 
they  had  been  chosen  almonst  eighteen  years. 

^t  maybe  proper  to  observe concernirigthe  Popish  plot,* 
that  though  the  king's  life  might  not  be  Immediately  struck 
at,  yet  there  was  such  strong  evidence  to  prove  the  reality 
of  a  plot  to  subvert  the  constitution  and  ititrodiTce  Popery, 
that  no  disinterested  person  can  doubt  it.  Mr.  Rapin^  who 
had'CarefhUy  considered  the  evidence^  concludes  that  therel 
was  a  meditated  design,  supported  by  the  king  and  the  duke 
of  Ybrkj  id  fender  the  Icing  absolute,  and  introduce  the  Po- 
pish religion ;  for  tbis  is  precisely  what  was  meant  by  thci 
plot:  the  design  of  killing  the  king  was  only  an  appenda[ge 
to  it,  and  an  effect  of  the  zeal  ipf  some  privatte  persofas,  whof 
thought  the  plot  Would  be  crowned  with  the  surer  sucicess, 
by  speedily  setting  the  duke  of  York  upon  tbe^  throiie.  Bi- 
shop Burnet  adds,t  that  though  the  king  and  he  agreed  in 
private  conversation,  that  the  greatest  patt  of  the  e^idcfti^ef 
wasaconftrivance,  yet  he  confesses  it  appeared  by'<?dl^malii's 
letters,  that  the  design  of  converting  the  nation,  iand  of  root- 
ing out  the  northern  heresy,  was  v<iry  n^af  being  executed.^ 

*  It  was  a  Happy  eflect  of  the  discovery  of  (bis  plot,  that  while  it  raised  in  the 
whole  body  of  the. Kiglish  Protestants  aUrmioga^relieosions  of  the  dangers  to  wlacli- 
their  ciTil  and  Religious  liberties  were  exposed,  it  united  tbem  against  their  commotk 
en^y.  Mntoal  prejndices  were  softened  -,  animosities  subsided :  tbe  dissetaters  werie 
regarded  as  tbe  true  friends  of  their  omiotry^and  their  assemblies  began  to  be  inore> 
public  and  nnmeroas.  At  this  time  an  ereuing  lecture  was  set  ap  in  ajargeroom  oC 
a  cofiee-bousey  in  Elcchange-alley :  it  was  conducted  by  Mr.  John  Shower;  Afr.  Lam- 
1iert»  jttr.  Dorrington,  and  Mr.  I'btfmiii  Goodwin .;.  and  it  was  sqpported  aad  attended 
by  some  of  the 'principal  merchants,  and  by  several  who  afterward  fiUed  the  mostemi- 
neot  posts  in  the  city  of  Londdn.     Tong*8  life  of  Shower,  p.  17,  I8.---E0. 

t  This  corresponds  with  bi»  declarations  to  sir  John  Reresby  ;  wham  at  one  time 
he  told,  in  the  presence  of  the  lord-treasurer,  at  the  dntcbess  of  Portsmouth's  lodg-« 
ings,  "  be  took  it  to  be  some  artifice,  and  that  he  did  not  belieTo  one  word  of  the 
whole  story."  At  another  tisie  his  majesty  said,  to  him,  "  Bedlee^  was  a  rogte,  toif 
that  he  was  satisfied  he  had  given  some  false  evidence  concerning  the  death  of  sir 
Edinnndbory  Godfrey/'    Memoirs,  p.  67,  Tft. 

Dr.  Gray  refers  to  Eehard  and  bishop  Bornet,  as  fully  discrediting  Mr.  N^aFs  ac- 
«onnt  of  this  plot ;  and  with  this  view  gives  a  long  passage  from  Carte's  HiUory  of 
the  Duke  ofOrmond,  vol.?. p.  517. 

The  reader  may  see  the  evidence  both  for  and  against  it  fully  and  fairly  stated  by 
Or.  Harns,  Life  of  Charles  If.  vol.  2.  p.  137— t.57.—Ri>. 

i  Page  198—214. 
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TirwUbh  V  li^  Ibave  toodd;  ^ttbdiigtr  the  design  of  ktlU 
ief  (Ibe-'kjol^'didriiotiakci  pfaice  at  this  time,  his  majesiy  felt 
the  effects  of  it,  id  his  violent  death,  four  or  five  years  af^ 

Thi$r ji^Bot  'died 'Mr. Thomas  Yinbent,  Mi  A.  the  ejected 
minister  oiTMiUMtreet,  born  ajb  Hertficnrd  IMby  16S4,  and 
eda«ated  itt  *Chri$t-church,  Oxfor4.^  He  was  chaplain  tq 
lUbert  earl  iof  Leicester,  and  afterward  minister  of  Milk*^ 
street,  Ix>iidod^  till  the  act  of  unifhrmity  todk  place.  He 
was  aa  ihemUeAtad  a  zealous  preooher,  of  moderate  priof; 
ciples,  8n4^  an  utaspdtted  life;  He  continued  in  the  city 
tbrough^ru^t  the  whole  plague,  the  awfullness  of  whicfi  gave 
l^ba  a:  peetiliar  fervency  and  zeal  in' his  ministerial  work; 
Oa  Uiis  occasion  he  publi&hed  jsome  very  awakening  trea-» 
tises ;  as,  ^^ AspiritualaBtidoteforadyingeoul ;"  and,  ^^Gbd's 
terrible  voioe  in  thcf  city:"t  He  not  only  preadiMin^Uiiij 
but  visited  all  the  sick  who  isent  for  him  in  their  infected 
houses,  being  void  of  all  four  -  of  death.  He'  continued  iq 
heaMh<turing^  the  <  whole  of  that  dreadful  calaraity,  and  jiraa 
afterward  useful,' as  the  times  would  permit,  to  a  numerous 
congregation,  Wng  generally  respected  by  men  jof  ^U  pert 
suasions ^  but  his  excessive  labours  put  an  end  .-to  faif.iife 
October  .15, 1^78^  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  ag«;'t 

Mr.  Theophilus  Oale^M.  A.  and  fellow  of  Mfigdalemixdr 
lege,  Oxford,  was  ejected  from  Winchester,  ^where  ,he  iiad 
been  •  stated  preacher  for  some  time ;  after  which  he  tr^r- 
veiled  abroad  as  tutor  to  the  son  of'  I^hilip  lord  Wharton. 
Upon  his  retuFb,  he  settled  with  Mr.  John  Rowe  as  an  as»> 
sistant,  in  which  station  he  died.  The  Oxford  historian 
allows^  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  reading,  an  exact  philo- 
logist and  philosopher,  a  learned  and  industrious  divine,  as 
appears  by  bis  Court  of  the  6entil^s>and.the  Vanity. of  Pa- 
gan Philosophy.  He  kept  a  little. academy  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth,  and  was  welLversed  in  the  fathers,  being  at 

*  C«I.  eont.  p.  SO. 

t  Calamj,  vol.  2.  p.  3?.    Palmer's  NonooD.  Mein.  vol.  1.  p.  125. 

t  Mr.  Thomas  VinceDt  bad  the  whole  New  Testament  and  Psalms  by  heart.  He 
took  this  pains,  as  he  often  said,  *'not  knowing  bat  they  who  took  from  him  his  pat- 
pit,  might  in  time  demand  his  Bible  also/*  Calamj.  Besides  his  pablieations  ena- 
merated  by  this  writer,  Mr.  Vincent,  on  occasion  of  an  eruption  of  moaot  ^tna,  pal>- 
Hthed  a  book,  entitled,  *'  Fire  and  Brimstone :  1.  From  heaven  in  the  burning  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  formerly.  2.  From  earth,  in  the  baming  of  Mount  MUrn  lately. 
d.  From  heU,  in  barning  of  the  wicked  eternally.'*  1670,  8vo.  '  Granger's  History, 
To|.  3,  p»  389,  note.-^Eu. 
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the  same  time  a  good  metaphysician,  and.  school  divine.* 

He  died  of  a  consumption  this  year  [1678],  in  the  forty^ninth 

year  of  his  age.t 

The  king  having  summoned  a  new  parliament  to  meet  id  , 
March,  all  parties  exerted. themselves  in  the  elections:;  the 
Nonconformists  appeared  generally  for  those  who  were  for 
prosecuting  the  Popish  plot,  and  securing  a  Protestant  suc- 
cession :  these  being  esteemed  patriots  and  friends  of  liberty, 
in  opposition  to  those  who  made  a  loud  cry  for  the  church, 
and  favoured  the  arbitrary  measures  of  the  court,  and  the 
personal  interest  of  the  duke  of  York.     The  elections  in 
many  places  were  the  occasion  of  great  heat,  but  were  car- 
ried almost  every  where  against  the  court.    Mr.  Rapin 
says,  that  the  Presbyterians,  though  long  oppressed^  were 
still  numerous  in  corporations.    The  semi-conformists,  as 
Mr.  Echard. calls  the  moderate  churchmen,  and  the  dis- 
senters, were  on  one  side,  and  the  high  churchmen  and  Pa- 
pists on  the  other.     Before  the  parliament  assembled,  the 
duke  of  York  was  sent  out  of  the  way  to  Flanders,  but  with 
this.positive  assurance,  that  his  majesty  would  consent  to 
nothing  in  prejudice  of  his  right  of  succession.  And  farther 
to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  people,  and  make  a  show  of 
moderation,  a  hew  privy-council  was  chosen  out  of  the  low 
church  party;  but  this  not  satisfying  as  long  as  the  duke's 
succession  was  in  view,  the  commons^  soon  after  the  open- 
ing the  sessions,  ordered  in  a  bill  to  disable  the  duke  of 
York  from  inheriting  tbe  imperial  crown  of  England,  and 
carried  it  through  the  house  with  a  high  hand.     Upon 
which  his  majesty  came  to  the  house,  and  dissolved  them, 
before  they  had  sat  three  months.     This  threw  the  nation 
into  new  convulsions,: and  produced  a  great  number  of 
pamphlets  against  the  government,  the  act  for  restraining 
4he  press  being  lately  expired. 

The  Popish  plot  having  fixed  a  brand  of  infamy  aiid  in- 
rgratitude  on  the  whole  body  of  Roman  Catholics,  the  cour- 

*  Mr.  Gale  was  a  freqoent  preaclier  in  the  aniTersitj  and  a  considerable  tutor :  bi- 
shop Hopkins  was  one  of  bis  pupils.  He  left  all  bis  real  and  personal  estate  for  the 
«dncation  and  benefit  of  poor  students^  and  his  library  to  the  college  in  New-Eogland, 
except  tbe  philosophical  part,  which  he  reserved  for  the  use  of  students  in  England. 
The  world  had  like  to  have  lost  bis  great  and  learned  work.  The  Court  of  (be  Gen- 
Hiies,  in  the  fire  of  London.  A  friend,  to  whose  care  he  left  his  desk  while  Jie  was 
^travelling,  threw  it  into  the  cart  merely  to  make  the  load,  when  bc/was  remoriirghis 
town  goods.    Palmer,  p.  190.    British  Biography,  vol.  5.  p-  182— 186.— Ed. 

^  Calamy,  vol.  i.p-  6*'     Palmer,  vol.  1.  p.  189. 
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tiers  attempted  to  relieve  tfaem,  by  setting  on. foot  a  ^ham 
Protestant  plot,  and  fathering  it  upon  the  Presbyterians  :* 
for  this  purpose  spies  and  other  mercenaries  were,  em  ployed^ 
to  bring,  news  from  all  parts  of  the  town,  which  was  then 
full  of  cabals.  At  length  a  plot  was .  formed  by  one  Dan- 
gerfield,  a  subtle  and  dangerous  Papist/  but  a  very  villain, 
who  had  been  lately  got  out  of  jsiil  by  the  assistance  of  one 
Mrs.  Cellier,  a  midwife,  a  lewd  woman,  who  carried  him  . 
to  the  countess  ofPowis,  whose  husband  wa&in  the  Tower 
for  tbePopish  plot ;  with  her  be  formed  his  scheme,  and 
having  got  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  chief  Protestant;  nobi- 
lity and.gentry,  he  wrote  treasonable  letters  to  them^  to  be 
left  at  the  houses  of  the  Nonconformists  and  other  active 
Protestants  in  several  parts,  of  England,  that  search  being 
made  upon  some;  other  pretencesy  when  the  letters  were 
found,  they  might  be  apprehended  for  treason.  At  the 
same  time,  he  intruded  into  the  company  of  some  of  the 
most  zealous  enemies,  of  Popery  about  town,  and  inforni^d 
the  king  and  the  duke  of  York,,  that  he  had  been  invited  to 
accept  of  a  commission;  that  a  new  form  of  government 
was  to  be  set  up ;  and  that  the  king  and  royal  family  were 
to  be  banished. .  The  story  was  received,  with  pleasure,  and 
Dangerfield  had  a  present,  and  a  pension  of  3/.  a  week,  to 
carry  on  his  correspondence.  %  Having  got  some  little  ac- 
quaintance with  colonel  Mansel  in  Westminster,  he  made 
up  abundle  of  seditious  letters^  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs. 
Cellier,  and  having  laid  them  in  a  dark  corner  of  MansePs 
room  behind  the  bed,  be  sent  for  officers  from  the  custom- 
house, to  search  for  prohibited  goods  while  he  was  out  of 
town ;  but  none  .were  found,  except  the.  bundle,  of  letters, 
which,  upon  examination  of  the  parties  concerned,  before 
the  king  and  council,  were  proved  to  be  counterfeit ;  upon 
which  the  court  disowned,  the  plot,  and  having  taken  away 
Dangerfield's  pension,  sent  him  to.  Newgate.  Search  being 
made  into.  Mrs.  Cellier's  house,  there  was  found  a  little 
book  in  a  meal-tub,  written  very  fair,  and  tied  up  with  ri- 
bands, which  contained  the  whole  scheme  of  the  fiction.  It 
was  dictated  by  lady  Powis,  and  proved  by  her  maid  to  be 
laid  there  by  her  order,  from  whence  it  obtained  the  name 
of  the  Meabtub  plot.  Dangerfield,  who  was  a  notorious, 
liar,  finding  himself  undone  if  he  persisted  in  what  be  could 

•  Baniet,  vol.  2.  p.  273.     Ripin,  vol.  2.  p.  711. 
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not  support,  made  an  otnple  confession,  and  pablished  a 
narrative^  wherein  lie  dcsdaved  that  he  was  etnployed  by  the 
Popish  party ;  and  ebiefly  by  the  Popish  lords  in  tli^  Tower, 
With  the  countess  ofPowis,  to  inr^nt  the  Jdeal-tjAk  plot, 
tlrhich  was  to  hate  thrown  the  Popish  plot  wholly  upon  the 
Pr^yterians.  It  was  printed  by  order  of  the  house  of 
tommons  in  the  year  1680.  Dangerfield  beings  pardoned, 
Went  out  of  the  way  into  Flanders ;  but  returning  to  Eng- 
land in  king  James'a  reign,  he  was  tried  for  it,  and  «en- 
l^bced  to  be  w&fpped  at  the  cart's  tail  frdm  Newgate  to  Ty- 
burn ;  in  hid  re'turh  from  whence  he  was  murdered  by  one 
Finances  ill  the  coach.  Mrs*  Cellier  was  tried  June  11, 1680, 
bifiEMife  lord-chi^f-Justice  Scroggs,  and  acquitted  for  want  of 
evidence.  But  the  disc)^ery,  instead  of  relieving  the  Pa- 
pists from  the  charge  of  the  Popish  plot,  turned  very  much 
to  their  disadvantage ;  ifor  when  the  next  parliament  met^ 
the  house  of  commons  resolved,  that  sir  Robert  Can  be  ex* 
pelted  the  bouse,  and  sent  to  the  Tower,  for  declaring  pub- 
licly in  the  eity  of  Bristol,  that  there  was  no  Popish  but  a 
Presbyterian  plot.^  Sir  Robert  Yeomans  was  sent  into 
GiiEdtbdy  on  tte^same  account;  and  Mr.  Richard  Thompson, 
k  clergyman;  was  impeached  for  decrying  the  Popish  plot 
in  his  sermon,  January  30,  1679,  and  for  turning  the  same 
Upon  the  Protestants ;  for  which,  and  for  preaching  against 
tire  liberty  ahd  property  iof  the  silbject,and  the  privileges  of 
parliament,  die  house  declared  him  a  scandal  and  reproach 
to  his  profe^ion. 

This  year  f  1679]  ^died  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr. 
Matt.  Pool,tM.  A*  the  ejected  minister  of  St.  MichaeFs 
Querne ':  he  was  bok^n  in  the  city 'of  York,  and  educated  in 
Emaliuel-college^  Cambridge,  a  divine  of  great  piety,  eba* 
rtty,  and  literature.  'He  was  inde^igable  in. his  labours, 
and  left  bebiftd  him  (says  the  Oxford  historian)  the  charac^ 
ter  of  a  most  celebrated  eritic  and  easoist.  After  ten  years' 
6)o6e  application,  be  published  his  Synopsis  tCntieommit 

•  State  Tracts,  vol.  2.  p.  217. 

t  **  The  plan  of  this  work  (says  Mr.  Granger)  was  jadicioas,  and  the  execution 
more  ttee  from  errors  than  seems  consistent  with  «o  j^reat  a  wd#k,  fiifitliilddiiio 
sborta  tim^^byone  man."  It  Includes  oof  oalj  an  abridjg^meqt.of  the  <*  Critici  Sacri," 
and  other. expositors,  bat  extracts  from  a  great  nnmber  of  treatises  and  pamphlets, 
that  woiiia  faaye  b^en  titHerWilse  lost.  -  It  4vas  iindertaken  by  the  sidTide  6f  tltt^lialii> 
ed 'bishop  pojd ;  it  was  ^ocDoriRged  and;  patronised  by  Tillo^on,  and  the  king  grant- 
ed a  patent  for  the  privilege  of  printing  it.  Mr.  Pool  torraed  and  completed  a  soh^fne 
for  maintaining  yoarigraen  of  eminent  parts  at  the  unircrsity  of  Cambridge,  for  the 
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in  live  fplip9.  He  aJEterprard  rale^ed  pa  a  cpmnicifitary  ^pon 
the  whole  Bible>lHit:  prpcee^ed  no  farther  than  ithe  fiflyr 
eighth  chapter  qf  Isaiah :  hpwe^^ei^,  ^he  .deaign^  being  valu- 
able, wa^  carried  on,  aqd  cppipleted  by  otfaef  bands.  Mr. 
Pool  published  several  excellent  treatises,  as  The  Nullity 
of  the  Romish  Faith^  &c«  %  fvhiqh  he  wa^  threatened  to  be 
assassinated  ;*  bis  nape  beiqg.in  Pr,  Oates's  list :  he  there- 
fore retired  to  Holland,  but  di^d^  as  it  is  thought,  by  poi- 
son at  Amsterdam,  in  the  month  of  October,  1679,  aetat. 
iifty-s|^.  , 

Dr*  'Thomas  Gppdwjn,  bo|*n  at  flolisby  in  Norfolk,  and 
educated  in. iCatherine-halll,.  Cambridge.  He  was  a  great 
admirer  pf  Dr.  Preston,  and  afteriv^rd  himself  a  famous 
l^r^acbiei:  jn  Qambridge.  In  1634,  he  lejfl  the  university, 
beUig  dissatis^ed  with  the  terms  of  conformity.  In  16^, 
Jie:W;ent  into  Holland,  and  became  pastor  of  an  Ind(|»pe9- 
dent .  congregation  at  Arpbeim.  H.e  returned  to  Londioii 
abput  the  begjnping  of  thf  long-parliament,  and  was  ope  of 
the  .dissentipg  breUiren  in  the  assembly  of  divinef ..  Aft^ r 
Ahp  ^Mg's  deat,^,  be  was  mpde  presi(^ent  of  Magdalen  qoI- 
^e>  and  pn^^  of  the.tri/ars  of  n^jnisters.  }Je  was  in  hig]|i 
esteem  with  OUver  Cro9iwel|,.  apd  attended  hipi  on  his 
4eath-be^.t    In  the  co^omon  register  o^  the  university  I^e 

studj  of  dhinitjr ;  aai  bj  bis  soUcitatloitiB,  m  ai  «]iort  lime  raised  ^Z.  a  jear  Ibr 
tbat  purpose.  The  scheme  sank  at  the  Restoration ;  but  to  it  the  world  is  said,  in 
'some  measare,  to  owe  Dr.  Sherlock,  afterward  dean  of  St.  Paiiirs.  Whlfb  '4ie  #a8 
drawing  op  bis  Synopsis,  it  was  his  custom  to  rise  at  tbree  or  four  o'clock,  and  take 
a  raw  egg  aboot  eight  or  nine,  and  another  aboat  twelve ;  then  to  continne  his  stcdies 
■.tflt-.the  aftervoon  was  lar  advanced.  He  spent  the  evening  at  some  friend's  hooie, 
partionladj  aldorman  Ashurst's,  and  would  be  ezceedingljr  bat  innooentlj  merry: 
'wfaen  it  ms  neavljr  tine  to  goliMne,.be  woold  give  the  oonversatittn  a  seriou  tam, 
Mj^BRv  "  I^  OS  now  eall  for  a  reOkoning."  His  "  Annotations"  were  completed  by 
other  bands.;  the  fifty-ninth  and  sixtieth  chapters  oflsaiahby  Mr.  Jacksdi^  of  Moolsej. 
Dr.  CoUinges  wrote  the  notes  on  the  remainder  of  tbat  propbet,en  Jeremiah,  Lamenta- 
tions, thfrfoar  fijirangolists,  the  Epistles  to  the  Corinthians  and  Oalatianis  to  Timothy, 
Titus,  and  Philemon,  and  on  the  book  of  Revelations.  The  annotations  on  Bsekiel 
-and  the  minor  prophets  were  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hovst,  and  on  Daniel,  by  Mr.- Win. 
Cooper.  Mr.  Vinke  commented  on  the  Acts,  Mr.  Mayo  on  the  Homans.  The  notes 
on  the  Ephesians,  and  the  Epistles  of  James,  Peter  and  Jude,  were  composed  byJMFr. 
Viel;  on  Phidppians  and  Colossians,  by  Mr.  Thomas  A'dama;  on  the  Tfaa^salomaoe  by 
Mr.  Barker ;  on  the  Hebrews  by  Mr.  Obad.  Hughes.  Mr.  Howe  nadertook  the  three 
Rpistles  of  John.  Calamy  and  Palmer^  at  sapfa.  Granger's  History,  vol.  3.  p.  Sit ; 
and  Birch's  Life  of  Tillotson,  p.  36. — Ed. 

*' Calamy,  vol.  2.  p.  14.  Palmer'^  Noaoon.  Mem*  vol.  l.p.  133* 
t  On  whioh  occasion  he  was  overheard  by  Dr.  Tillotson  to  expren  himself,  boldly 
and  entfaasiastically  confident  of  the  protector's  recovery;  and  when  be  fboad- him- 
self misUken,  to  exclaim,  in  a  subsequent  addnsas  to  God,  **  Thoo  faaSt  deceived  vs, 
and  we  were  deceived.**  He  was  a  man  mnoli  addicted  to  retirement  and  deep*  con- 
templation, wliioh  dispose  the  mind  to  enthasiattloal  confidence.    He  aold  Dr.  Owen 
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is  said  to  be,  <*  in  scriptis  theologicis  quam  |>lurinii8  orbi 
notus,"  1.  e.  well  known  to  the  world' by  many  theological 
writings.  After  the  Restoration  he  resigned  his  president- 
ship, and  retired  to  London,  where  he  continued  the  exeir- 
cise  of  his  ministry  till  his  death,  which  happened  February 
23, 1679— 80,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a 
good  scholar,  an  eminent  divine  andleixtuary.  '  His  work's 
are  since  printed  in  five  folios.* 

The  last  parliament  being  dissolved  abruptly,  a  new  one 
was  convened  for  October  17«  1680,  in  which  the  elections 
went  pretty  much  as  in  the  last,  the  cry  of  the  people  being. 
No  Popery,  no  pensioners,  no  arbitrary  government  But 
the  king  prorogued  them  from  time  to  time  for  above  a 
twelvemonth,  without  permitting  them  to  finish  any  busi- 
ness. His  majesty  falling  sick  in  the  summer,  the  duke  of 
Yprk  returned  immediately  to  court  without  the  king's 
leave,t  which  alarmed  the  people,  and  made  them  eager 
for  the  sitting  of  the  parliament  to  regulate  the  succession.^: 
Tliis  gave  rise  to  sundry  petitions,^  signed  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  hands  both  in  city  and  country,  which  the  king  re- 
ceived with  the  utmost  displeasure,  telling  the  petitioners, 
that  he  was  sole  judge  of  what  was  fit  to  be  done:  *^You 
would  not  take  it  well  (says  he)  if  I  should  meddle  with 
your  affairs,  and  I  desire  you  will  not  meddle  with  mine.'' 
After  this  the  king  issued  out  his  proclamation,  declaring 
them  to  be  illegal,  and  forbidding  his  subjects  to  promote 

are  called  by  Wood,  "  the  two  AU&8ses  and  Patriarchs  of  lodependeuey."  In  th^fira 
of  London  be  lost  half  of  his  library,  to  the  value  of  500^  bat  be  was  thankful  Ihat  the 
loss  fell  on  the  books  of  homan  learning  only,  those  on  dinnity  being  preserved.  He 
is  sa{>po8ed  to  be  the  Independent,  minister  and  head  of  a  college  described  by  the 
"  Spectator/'  no.  494.  Birch's  Life  of  Tillotson,  p,  16.  Grey,  vol.  1 .  p.  185.  Grao- 
ger,  vol.  3.  p.  SOS.— Bd. 

•  Calamy's  Account,  vol.  3.  p.  61.     Pahner's  Non.  Mem.  vol.  1.  p.  18S. 

1  If  we  may  credit  sir  John  Reresby,  who  says  be  had  the  whole  story  from  Fever- 
•ham,  to  whose  intervention  the  revocation  of  the  dnke  was  principally  owing;'  the 
king's  illness  was  pretended,  and  the  dake  was  sent  for  with  his  privity,  though  not 
above  four  persons  knew  any  thing  t>f  the  matter.  The  dak^  of  Monmoalh,  who 
thoQi^t  he  bad  the  king  to  bimself,  knew  nothing  of  it,  till  his  highness  actvally 
arri^  at  Windsor:  **  So  close  and  reserved  (sayii  sir  John),  coold  the  king  be^  when 
bd 'conceived  it  to  be  necessary."    Memoirs,  p.  97, 98. — Ed. 

t  Echard,  p.  982.  987. 

$  Dr.  Grey,  by  a  qootation^rom  Hornby's  '*  Caveat  against  the  Whigs,"  brings  a 
charge  against  these  petitions,  that  the  signatures  were  obtained  by  bribes  and  impo- 
sitions. Sooh  practices,  if  truly  stated  in  this  instance,  have  not  been  confined  toth«t 
occasion,  or  those  times;  hot  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive,  that  a  man  of  iiytegrity,  in  any 
party,  can  have  recourse  to  them.  The  proposal'  of  adopting  them  ooght  lo  b«  re- 
jected with  oonlenpt  tod  Indignation. — Bo. 
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my  subscriptions^  or  to  join  iii  alriy  petitions  of  tliis  kind, 
upon  peril  of  the  ntmost  rigour  of  the  law.  Warrants  were 
issued  against  several  of  the  petitioners,  and  indictments 
preferred  against  others.  But  at  the  next  sessions  of  the 
common-council  of  London,  January  SI,  the  court  agreed 
that  no  such  petition  should'  be  presented  from  them;  and 
the  king  returned  them  thanks  for  it.*  Upon  which  ad^ 
dresses  were  procured  from  divers  jparts  of  the  nation^  ex* 
pressing  their  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  the  seditious 
practice  of  the  late  petitioners,  and  referring  the  sitting  of 
the  parliament  absolutely  to  the  king's  sovereign  pleasure^ 
from  whence  they  obtained  the  name  of  abhorrers.  Inthese 
addresses,  they  offer  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the  pre- 
servation of  his  majesty's  person  and  government,  and  for 
the  succession  of  the  duket>f  York.  They  renounce  the 
right  of  the  subjects  petitioning,  or  intermeddling  in  afiairs 
of  state,  and  lay  their  liberties  at  the  feet  of  the  preroga- 
tive, promising  to  stand  by  it,  and  to  be  obedient  withotrt 
reserve  to  his  majesty's  commands ;  which  addresses  were 
printed  in  the  Gazettes,  and  dispersed  over  the  kingdom. 
These  proceedings  threw  the  people  into  a  ferment ;  several 
of  the  privy-council  deserted  their  stations,  and  d^ired  td 
be  excused  their  attendance  at  council ;  S9me  in  the  aditii^ 
ralty  resigned,  and  because  they  might  not  petition,  an  as- 
sociation was  formed  by' sundry  persons,  and  copied  after  the 
example  of  that  in  queen  Elizabeth's  time,  for  the  defence 
of  his  majesty's  person,. and  the  security  of  the  Protestant 
religion,  and  to  revenge  his  majesty's  death  upon  the  Pa- 
pists, if  he  should  come  to  any  violent  death.  A  model  of 
which  was  said  to  be  found  among  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury's 
papers.  This  was  resented  very  highly  at  court,  as  done 
without  the  royal  authority,  and  produced  the  next  year 
another  set  of  ranting  addresses  from  all  parts  of  the  king- 
dom, in  which  their  lives  andfoi'tunes  were  given  up  to  the 
king,  and  the  association  branded  with  the  names  of  dam- 
nable, cursed,  execrable,  traitorous,  seditious,  and  a  bond  of 
rebellion,  which  they  detest  and  abhor  from  their  very 
souls ;  in  most  of  which  the  Nonconformists  are  marked  as 
enemies  of  the  king  and  his  government,  afid  their  conveii- 
ticlesas  the  ericduragement  and  life  of  the  associations. 
They  promise  to  stand  by  the  duke's  succession^  and  to 

•  Burnet,  vol.  2.  p.  276. 
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cboo«e  Mcb  memtMers  for  tfi^  n^xt  purliament  a«  sMMofbe 
king's  iN^sineBS  aof^tdingtQ  bis  mind.  But  nottfrithstaiKdiag 
tlia  iitfnost  eflbrts  of  the  court,  the  near  approach  of  a  Po* 
pii^h  auccessor  awakened  men's  fears,  and  kept  tt^em  upon 
tlieir  guard. 

The  petitioners  for  the  sitting  of  the  parliameilt,  and  their 
adversaries,  theabhorrers  of  such  petitionSygave  rise  tci  tbe 
two  grand  parties  which  have  since  divtdedtfae  ftation,  up* 
der  the  disfinguisbing  nainc^  of  Whig  and  Tory. 
I  The  whigs  orlow  churchmen  were  the  mbrezealo^d  Pro« 
^stantSy  declared  enemies  of  Popery,  and  wiUisg  to  remove 
to  a  farther  distance  from  their  superstitions ;  they  were  firm 
to  the  iconslittttion  and  liberties  of  their  country;  and  for 
ti  union,  or  at  least  a  toleration,  of  dissent iag  Protectants. 
The  ctergy  of  this  persuasion  were  generaUy  men  of  largi^t 
{HTincf  pies,  and  therefore  were  distinguished  by  the  inme  of 
Xiatftudinarian  divines ;  their  laity  were  remark^Me  •  for 
liteir  zeal  in  promoting  the  bill  c^<  exclusion,  as  the  only 
«3cpedient  to  secure  the  Protestant  establisbiient  ia  this 
kingdom.  They  were  fpr  confining  the  royal  prei^ic^aitive 
iwithin  the  limits  of  the  law,  for  wliich  reason  their  advisi:- 
«aries  charged  them  With  repuUican  principles,  and  gate 
them  the  repro^ful  name  of  whigs,  or  soiir  knilk,  a  namfe 
'first  given  ixi  the  most  rigid  Stots  eoveriantets. 
t>  The  tories  or  high  churchmen  stood  on  the  side  of  the 
derogative,  and  were  for  advancing  the  king  hbove  law; 
they  went  into  all  the  arbitrary  court-measures,  and  ado^tied 
-irito  our  a^eligion,  says  Dr.  Welwood,*  a  Mahometen  pirin- 
'kjpie,  under  the  names  of  passive  obedience  and  li^dnrelniit- 
'«nce,  v^hach,  «ince  the  times  of  that  impostor  vrho  ififst 
'broiached  It,  has  been  the  means  to  enslave  a  great  part  of 
«fae  world.  These  gentlemen  leaned  more  to  a  coalition  with 
Hiie  Papists,  than  with  the  Presbyterians^f  They  crifed  np 
4fie  natne^add  authority  of  the  church,  and  were  for  forciiig 
*ihe dissenters  to  confor1nity,by  all  kiii&'of  coercive  metlioda: 
biit  with  all  their  zeal,  they  were  many  of  them  pQr3QixB  of 
laxand  dissolute  morals,  and  would  ridi  the  who)e PtbtM- 
-iint  religion  rather  than  go  into  any  »measnres  of  exclukicHi, 
-l^r  limitation  of 'a  Popish  successor.  Most  of  the  clergy, 
■says  a  member  of  parliament,  areivfected  with  the  Iau- 
dean  principles  of  raising  money  without  parlkmient;  One 

♦  Memoirs,  p.  125.  f  Burnet,  lk>Uect.  Debates,  p.  163. 
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fa  two  biftli0p»  f^^e  measures  to  the  rest/and'tbey  to  their 
clergy,  so  that  all  derive  their  politics  from  one  or  two,  and 
are  under  the  influence  of  an  oirerawing  power.  No  me^ 
did  more  to  enslaye  the  nation^  and  introduce  Popery  into 
the  establishment,  than  they :  their  adversaries  therefore 
gave  them  the  name  of  tories,  a  title  first  given  to  Irish  rob- 
berS)  who  lived  upon  plunder,  and  were  prepared  for  any 
daring  or  villanous  enterprise. 

'  The  Nonconformists  fell  in  unanimously  with  the  whigs 
or  low  churchmen^  in  all  points  relating  to  liberty  and  the 
civil  .constitution^  as  they  must  a]way9  do  if  they  are  consist^ 
ent  with  themselves;  but  these  with  their  allies  were  not  a 
sufficient  balance  for  the  tories,  the  road  to  preferment  ly- 
ing through  the  territories  of  power ;  but  they  were  kept  in 
heart  with  some  secret  hopes,  that  by  a  steady  adherence  to 
the  ccmstiiation  they  should  one  timeor  other  obtain  a  legal 
toleration.  But  the  superior  influence  of  the  tories  above 
the  wbigSi  was  the  occasion  of  the  severities  which  befel  the 
Nonconformists  in  the  li^tter  part  of  this  reign. 

When  the.  parliament  met  October  21, 1680,  the  com- 
nlons  wece  very  warm  in  maintainiag  the  Protestant  reli'- 
gion  and  the  privileges  of  parliament**  They  asserted  the 
rights  of  Ibe  people  to  petition  for  the  sitting  of  parlia- 
mento,)aiMl  voted  the  ahh0krrers  betrayers  of  the  liberties  of 
the  nM^ton.  Among  other  grievanoes  they  conqpjaioedi  tha^ 
the  edge  of  the  penal  laws  was  turned  against  Protestant 
dissenters,  while  tbe  Papists  remained  in  a  manner  untouch* 
ed^Tbat^be  t^st-act  had  little  effect,  becawe  tbe  Pstpists, 
eiUier  by  dispensation  obtained  from  Rome^  submitted  to 
these  tests,  and  held  their  offices  themselves ;  or  those  put 
in  their  places  were  so  favourable  to  the  same  interest,  that 
Popery  Itself  had  rather  gained  thaiB  lost  grouod  by  that 
act.  They  ^olared  for  that  very  association,  to  revenge 
biking's  death  «pon  the  Papists,  if  his  majesty  should  hap- 
pen to  be^asaassinated^which  the  tories  had  ^driiorred.:  and 
in  the  month  of  November  revived  the  bill  to  disable  the 
duke  of  York  from  inheriting  the  imperial  crown  of  these 
reailms.  It  was  introduced  by  lord  Russel,  and  passed  the 
eommoas  by  a  great  majority,  but  was  thrown  out.  of  the 
house  of  lords  by  a  majority  of  thirty  voices^t  noes  63,  yeas 

♦  Rapin,  toI.  2.  p.  714.     Ecbard,  p.  995. 

t  Lord  Halifax,  a  man  of  tbe  clearest  bead,  finest  ivit,  and  fairest  eloquence,  wbo 
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39,  the  beocb  of  bishops  being'  in  the  negative,  and  the  kitog - 
present  during  the  whole  debate.  It  has  been  said^  king 
Charles  came  into  the  bill  at  first,  the  favourite  mistress 
having  prevailed  with  him  to  abandon  his  brother,  for  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  for  an  act  of  parliament  to  enable  him 
to  dispose  of  the  crown  by  will,  uiider  certain  restrictions; 
but  a  forei^  Popish  court  ofiering  more  money,  he  opposed 
it  to  the  last.*  » 

The  parliament  being  inclincfd  to  relieve  the  Noncon* 
formists,  appointed  a  committee  November  18,  whoa]greed 
upon  a  comprehension  with  the  dissenters,  upon  much  the 
same  terms  with  those  already  mentioned ;  they  were  to  sub- 
scribe the  doctrinal  articles  of  the  church :  the  surplice  was 
to  be  omitted,  except  in  cathedrals  and  the  king's  chapiel ; 
the  ceremonies  to  be  left  indifferent. '  And  as  for  such  Pro-^ 
testants  as  could  not  be  comprehended  within  these  terms; 
they  were  to  have  a  toleration,  and  freedom  from  the  f>eiial 
statutes,  upon  condition  of  subscribing  a  declaration  of  alle- 
giance, &c.  and  of  assembling  with'  open  doors.  Bishop 
Burhet  says,  the  bill  for  a  comprehension  was  offered  by  the 
episcopal  party  in  the  house  of  commons,  but  that  the  friends 
of  the  dissenters  did  not  s^eem  forward  to  promote  it,  because, 
as  Mr.  Baxter  observes,  they  found  the  bill  would  not  go'^ 
or  if  it  had  passed  the  commons,  it  would  have  been  thrown 
out  by  the  bishops  in  the  house  of  lords;  the  clergy;  says 
Kehnet,  being  no  farther  in  earnest  than  as  they  appre- 
hended the  knife  of  the  Papists  at  their  throats.  . 

When  the  above-mentioned  bill  was  brought  into  the 
house  December  SI,  entitled.  An  act  for  uniting  his  majes^ 
ty's  Protestant  subjects^  the  first  gentleman  of  the  court  party 
who  spoke  against  it  observed,  ^'  that  there  were  a  sort  of 
men  who  would  neither  be  advised  nor  overruled,  but  un- 
der the  pretence  of  conscience  break  violently  through  all 
laws  whatsoever,  to  the  great  disturbance  both  of  church 
and  state;  therefore  he  thought  it  more  convenient  to  have 
a  law  for  forcing  the  dissenters  to  yield  to  the  church,  and 

was  in  ja^gmenl  against  the  bill,  appeared  as  leader  in  opposition  to  it,  and  made  so 
powerful  a  defence,  that  he  alone,  by  the  confession  of  all,  inflaenced  the  house,  and 
persaaded  them  to  throw  oat  the  bill.  «  One  woold  have  thooght  {saj^s  sir  Johh 
Reresbj),  that  so  signal  a  piece  of  service  had  been  of  a  degree  and  nature  never  to 
be  forgotten."  Bat  when  the  dake  afterward  came  to  be  king,  he  removed  lord  Ha- 
lifax from  ihe  privy  seal  to  the  presidency  of  the  conncil,  purely  to  make  room  for 
another,  and  in  the  end  quite  laid  bim  aside.  Memoirs,  p.  104,  105, — £o. 
•  Welwood's'Mcmoirs,  p.  127. 
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not  to  force  the  church  to  yield  to  them—."  Another  said,  *'  h.e 
W{^  afraid,  that  if  once  the  government  should^egin  to  yield 
to  the  dissenters,  it  would  be  as  in  forty^one,  nothing  would 
serve  but  an  utter  subyersion  :  the  receiving  of  one  thing 
would  give  occasion  for  demanding  more ;  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  them  any  satis&ction^  without  laying  all 
open.and  running  into  confusion."*  This  was  the  common 
language,  of  the  tories.  And  there  has  been  a  loud  cry 
against  the.  dissenters,  for  their  obstinacy  and  perverseness^ 
tho^gh  not  a  single  concession  had  been  offered  since  the 
Restoration,  to  let  the  world  see  how  far  they  would  yield ; 
or.  by  receiving  a  denial,  to  get  an  opportunity  to  reproach 
them  with  greater  advantage.  But  in  favour  of  the  bill  it 
was  urged  by  others,  "  that  it  was  intended  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  church,  and  the  best  bill  that  could  be  ma,de 
in  order  thereto,  all  circumstances  considered — If  we  are  to 
deal  with  a  stubborn  sort  of  people,  who  in  many  thiqgg 
prefer  their  humour  before  reason,  or  their  own  8aifety,.or 
the  public  good,  this  is  a  very  good  time  to  see  whether  they 
will  be  drawn  by  the  cords  of  love  or  no.  The  bill  will  be 
very  agreeable  to  the  Christian  charity  which  pur  church 
professes ;  and  it  ipay  be  hoped,  that  in  the  time  pf  this  im- 
minent danger,  they  will  consider  their  own  safety,  and  the 
safety  of  the.  Protestant  religion,  and  no  longer  keep, afoot 
the  unhappy  divisions  among  us,  on  which  the  Papists 
ground  their  hopes ;  but  when  they  see  the  church  so  far 
condescend,  as  to  dispense  with  the  surplice,  and  those  other 
things  they  scruple,  that  they  will  submit  to  the  rejst  which 
are  enjoined  by  law,  that  so  we  may  quite  against  the  com- 
mon enemy.  But  if  this  bill  should  not  have  the  desired 
effect,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  dissenters  should  continue 
their  animosities  and  disobedience  to  the  church,  I  think 
still  the  church  will  gain  very  much  hereby,  and  leave  the 
party  without  excuse—."  This  seems  agreeable  to  reason. 
Although  the  bill  for  a  comprehension  was  committed  it 
did  not  pass  the  house,  being  changed  for  another^  entitled 
."  An  act  to  exempt  his  majesty's  Protestant  subjects,  dis^ 
senting  from  the  church  of  England,  from  the  penalties  im- 
posed upon  the  Papists  by  the  act  of  S5th  EIiz."t  By  which 
act  Nonconformists  were  adjudged  to  perpetuaK imprison- 
ment, or  obliged  to  abjure,  that  is,  depart,  the  realm  never 

*  EcUaml,  p.  999.  f  Barnet,  vol.  2.  p.  300. 
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ta  return.  Tbf^  terrible  law  had  lainr  dormant  almoiit^ 
eighty  years^  fmtiras  now  revived,  andtbfeat^ned  tor  be  put' 
in  execution  by  the  torieft.  Thie  repeal  passed  the  house  of 
commons  with  a  high  hand,  bat  went  heavily  through  the 
house  of  lords ;  the  bidhops'  apprehending  that  the  terror  of 
the  Urw  might  'be  of  some  use ;  but  when  it  should  have  been* 
oflfmd  lo'tfae  king  for  the  royal  assent  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  it  was  missing,  and  never  heard  of  any  more,  ther 
derk  of  the  crown  having  withdrawn  it  from  the  table  by  the 
king*s  particular  order.  The  king  (says  Burnet*)*  had  no 
mind  openly  t6  deny  the  bill,  but  less  mind  to  pass  it ;  and 
therefore  this  illegal  method  was  taken,  which  was  a  faiglr 
offence  in  the  oflScerof  the  house,  and  would  have  been  se-^ 
verdy  punished  in  the  next  session,  if  the  parliament  had 
not  been  abruptly  dissolved.  Thus  the  Nonconformists 
were  sawn  to  pieces  between  the  king,  the  bishops,  and  the 
parKament;  when  one  party  was  willing  to  give  them  relief,' 
the  other  always  stood  in  the  way.  The  parliament  was 
their  enemy  for  about  twelve  years,  and  now  they  are  soft-' 
ened,  the  king  and  the  court-bishops  are  inflexible;  and  his 
majesty  will  rather  sacrifice  the  constitution  to  his  despotic 
will,  than  exempt  them'^from  an  old  law,  which  subjected 
them  to  banishment  and  death. 

However,  the  morning  before  the  house  was  prorogued, 
January  10,  two  votes  were  passed  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature.  ^*  1.  Resolved  nemine  contradicente,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  house,  that  the  acts  of  parliament  made  in 
the' reigns  of  queen  Elizabeth  and  king  James  against  Po- 
pish recusants  ought  not  to  be  extended  against  Protestant 
dissenters.  S.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  house, 
that  the  prosecution  of  Protestant  dissenters  upon  the  penal 
laws  is  at  this  time  grievous  to  the  subject,  a  weakening  the 
Protestant  interest,  an  encouragement  to  Popery,  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom."  Bishop  Burnett  says, 
these  resolutions  were  thought  an  invasion  of  the  legisla- 
ture, when  one  house  pretended  to  suspend  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  which  was  to  act  like  dictators  in  the  state.  But 
with  all  due  submission  I  should  think  that  this  cannot  be 
construed  a  suspension  of  those  laws,  and  that  a  house  of 
commons,  which  is  not  suffered  to  sit  and  repeal  laws,  or 
when  they  have  repealed  them  have  their  bills  withdrawn 

♦  Bornet,  tol.  2.  p.  300.  t  Ibid.  p.  30%, 
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fltieg;ally  by  the  crown^  tnay  hsLxe  liberty  to  declare  their 
judgfiSaent  that  the  bontinuatice  of  those  laws  is  burdensome 
tb  the  Estate.  Thiey  hlbst  do  sOj  s^ys  Mr.-Goke,*  in  order  to 
a  repeal.  If  the  bill  fo^  the  repeal  of  the  old  Popish  act  de 
hcereticp  comhurendoj  for  burning  heretics^  l?hith  the  parlia-* 
inebt  w^re  afraid  might  be  revived  in  k  Popish  reign^  had 
been  t6st  in  tirid  manner,  might  not  the  parliament  have  de^ 
clareid  the  execdtibn  of  that  law  a  weakening  to  the  Pro*' 
testant  interlest,  or  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  f 
While  the  parliament  was  endeavouring  to  relieve  the 
dissenters,  and  charging  the  miseries  of  thte  kingdom  upon 
the  Papists,  many  of  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  church 
of  England  were  pleased  to  see  the  court  inclined  to  prose^ 
cute  the  Nonconformists.  The  clergy  in  general,  says  Ra« 
pin,t  were  attached  to  the  conrt',  men  of  doubtfiil  religion 
were  promoted,  and  there  was  reason  to  charge  them  with 
leaning  to  Popery.  Even  some  able  champions  against  Po^ 
pery  went  so  fiir  into  the  court-measures  as  to  impute  the 
calamities  of  the  times  to  the  Nonconformists,  and  to  raise 
the  cry  of  the  populace  against  them.  Dr.  Edward  Stilling- 
fleet,  who  had  written  an  Irenicum  in  favour  of  liberty,  and 
against  impositions,  in  his  sermon  before  the  lord-^mayor. 
May  2  this  year,  entitled,  **  The  mischief  of  separation,** 
condemned  all  the  dissenters  as  schismatics ;  and  very  gravel- 
ly advised  them  not  to  complain  of  persecution.  When  the 
sermon  was  published  it  brongitt  upon  tlie  doctor  several 
learned  adversaries,  as,  Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Howe, 
Mr.  Barret,  and  Dr.  Owen ;  from  which  last  divine,  who 
wrote  with  great  temper  and  seriousness,  I  will  venture  to 
transcribe  the  following  passage,  without  entering  into  the 
argument  4  ^^  After  so  many  of  the  Nonconformists  have 
died  in  common  jails  (says  the  doctor),  so  many  have  endured 
long  imprisonments,  not  a  few  being  at  this  day  in  the  same 
durance ;  so  many  driven  from  thejr  habitations  into  a  wan- 
dering condition,  to  preserve  for  a  while  the  liberty  of  their 
persons ;  so  many  have  been  reduced  to  want  and  penury, 
by  the  taking  away  their  goods,  and  from  some  the  very  in- 
struments of  their  livelihood.  After  the  prosecution  that 
has  been  against  them  in  all  courts  -ofjustice  in  this  nation^ 
on  informations,  indictments,  and  suits,  to  the  great  charge 
of  all  who  have  been  so  persecuted,  and  the  ruin  of  some^ 

•PageSCl.  t  Page  711.  |  Page  53, 54. 
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After  so  many  i^inisters  and  their  familieB have  been  brought 
iptp  the  utmost  outward  straits  which  nature  can  subsist  un- 
der ;  after  all  their  perpetual  fears  and  dangers  wherewith 
they  have  been  exercised  and  disquieted,  they  think  it  hard  to 
be  censured  for  compkining,  by  them  who  are  at  ease/'  The 
doctor  endeavoured  to  support  his  charge  by  the  suffrage  of 
the  French  Presbyterians  ;  and  Compton  bishop  of  London 
applied  to  monsieur  Le  Moyne,  and  several  others,*  for 
their  opinions ;  as  if  truth  were  to  be  determined  by  num- 
bers ;  or  as  if  the  English  Presbyterians  could  pay  a  vast 
deference  to  their  judgments,  who  had  so  deceived  them  at 
the  Restoration.  The  ministers,  bred  up  in  French  com- 
plaisance and  under  French  slavery,  after  high  strains  of 
compliment  to  the  English  bishops,  declared,  that  they  were 
of  opinion^  their  brethren  might  comply ;+  and  that  they 
were  not  for  pushing  things  to  extremity  only  for  a  different 
form  of  government.  Which  the  doctor  and  his  friends  in- 
terpreted as  a  decision  in  their  favour.  But  did  not  the  bi- 
shops exasperate  the  spirits  of  their  dissenting  brethren,  by 
enforcing  the  sanguinary  laws?  Were  these  Protestant 
methods  of  conversion,  or  likely  to  bring  them  to  temper? 
The  French  ministers  complained  suflBciently  of  this  about 
five  years  after,  at  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz. 
Bishop  Burnet  remarks  of  Dr.  Stillingfleet  on  this  occa- 
sion^t  that  he  not  only  retracted  his  Irenicum,  but  went  into 
the  humours  of  the  high  sort  of  people  beyond  what  became 
him,  perhaps  beyond  his  own  sense  of  things. 
This  year  [1680]  died  Mr.  Stephen  Charnock,  B,  D.  first 

•  Colljer,  p.  900. 

t  Mr.  Neal,  it  seems,  has  fallen  ioto  a  mistaVei  bj  snpposiog  that  the  Frepoh  Pre»- 
bjterianB  faTonred  English  episcopacy.  Their  answers  were  complaisaDt,'  but  Wary. 
Yet  Stillingfleet  published  their  letters  as  spflTrages  fo^  episcopacy,  and  annexed  them 
to  his  Treatise  on  Schism.  Mr.  Claude,  one  of  those  written  to,  complained  of  this 
treatment;  but  the  letters  which  contained  these  complaints  were  concealed  till  his 
death,  wben  his  son  printed  thera.  In  one  of  them  to  bishop  Compton,  April  1681, 
he  freely  told  him,  that  the  bishops  were  blamed  for  their  eagerness  to  persecute 
others  by  penal  laws,  for  their  arbitrary  arid  despotic  go?ernmenl;  for' their  rigid  at- 
tachment to  oftensive  ceremoniea ;  for  requiring  foreign  Protestant  ministers  to  be 
reordained ;  and  lor  not  admitting,  any  to  the  ministry  without  makjng  an  oath  that 
episcopacy  is  of  divine  right,  which  Mr.  Claude  called  a'  cruel  rack  for  conscience. 
He  solemnly  called  on  the  bishops,  in  the  name  of  .God,  to  remove  these  gproonds  of 
complaints,  to  give  no  cause,  no  pretext,  for  separation,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
prevent  it,  and  instead  of  cbaflhg  and  irritating  people's  minds/lij  all  gentle  methods 
to  conciliate  them.  This  was  excellent  advice :  bntthe  public  were  not  infomied,  that 
it  had  been  given  by  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  Robinson's  Life  of  Claude, 
prefixed  to  his  translation  of  an  Essay  on  the  Composition  of  Siermons,  p.  65-^67. 
— Bd. 

f  Vol.  1.  p.  276. 
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of  Emanuel-college,  Cambridge;  and  afterward  fellow  of 
New-college,  Oxford.  He  was  chaplain  to  Henry  Crom- 
well, lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  was  much  respected  by  per- 
sons of  the  best  quality  in  the  city  of  Dublin  for  his  polite 
behaviour.  After  the  Restoration  he  returned  into  Eng- 
land, and  became  pastor  of  a  separate  congregation  in  Lon- 
don^ where  he  was  admired  by  the  more  judicious  part  of  his 
hearers,  though  not  pofSular,  because  of  his  disadvantageous 
way  of  reading  with  a  glass:  he  was  an  eminent  divine,  and 
had  a  good  judgment,  a  curious  imagination,  and  a  strong 
manner  of  reasoning,  as  appears  by  his  works  printed  since 
his  death  in  two  volumes  folio,  which  were  no  other  than 
his  common  sermons  tran8cribe,d  from  his  notes;*  his  style 
is  manly  and  lofty,  and  his  thoughts  sublime :  his  love  and 
charity  were  very  extensive,  and  there  was  no  part  of  learn* 
ing  to  which  he  was  a  stranger.f  He  died  July  26^1680, 
aged  fifty-two. 

[On  December  S6th,  1680,  died  at  London,  where  he 
came  to  be  cut  for  the  stone,  with  which  he  was  many  years 
afflicted,  Mr.  John  Corbet,  ejected  from  Bramshot in  Hants; 
a  man  every  way  great.  He  was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Glou- 
cester, and  a  student  in  Magdalen-hall,  Oxon.  He  began 
his  ministry  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  lived  many 
years^^  there,  and .  during  the  civil  wi^rs,  of  which  he  was  a 
spectator.  He  wrote  the  history  of  the  siege  of  the  city,  and 
is  thought  to  have  given  as  good  an  insight  into  the  rise  and 
springs  of  the  civil  war  as  can  be  met  with  in  so  narrow  a 
compass.  He  removed  from  thence  to  Chichester,  and  then 
to  the  living  from  which  he  was  ejected.  After  this  he  lived 
privately  in  and  about  London,  till  king  Charles's  indul- 
gence in  1671,  when  part  of  his  flock  invited  him  to  return 
to  Chichester,  where  he  continued  his  ministrations  with 
great  assuidity  and  success.  It  was  during  his  residence 
there  that  bishop  Gunning  gave  a  public  challenge  to  the 
Presbyterians,  Independents,  Baptists,  and  Quakers.  (See 
chapter  VIII.  p.  396  of  this  volume.)  Mr.  Corbet  accepted 
it  on  behalf  of  the  first;  but,  after  the  bishop  had  fired  his 
own  volley  of  invectives,  Mr.  Corbet  was  not  permitted  to 

*  Calamj,  vol.  9.  p.  56.     Palmer's  Nod.  Mem.  vol.  1.  p.  159. 

t  Mr.  Johnson,  who  preached  his  funeral  sermon,  sajs,  "  be  never  ^new  a  man 
in  all  his  life,  who  had  attained  near  to  that  skill  Mr.  Cfaarnqck  had,  in  the  originals 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  except  Mr.Thomes  Cawlon."  Granger,  tol.  3.  p,  308. 
—Ed. 

vol..  IV.  2  H 
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etater  into  a  defence;  nor,  tbodgh  he  proposed  to  doit  at  «b^ 
other  time  and  waited  on  the  bishop  at  his  palace,  could  he^ 
afterward  obtain  a  hearings  He  was  a  man  of  great  mode* 
ration,  a  lover  of  peace,  an  advocate  for  catholic  commu- 
irion  and  union  of  saints,  and  of  blameless  conversation.  He* 
saw  some  things  to  approve  and  some  things  to  dislike  in- 
all  parties,  and  valued  not  the  interest  of  a  party  or  Miction.. 
True  to  his  conscience,  he  had  no  worldly  designs  to  carry 
on,  but  was  eminent  in  self-denial,  and  managed  his  ministry/ 
with  faithfulness  and  prudencei  He  was  tender  of  the  rop. 
putation  of  his  brethren,  and  rejoiced  in  the  success  of  theiv 
labours  as  well-  as  of  his  own.  Nor  was  he  apt  to  speak 
against  those  by  whom  he  suffered.  Ho  was  very  free  in. 
acknowledging  by  whom  he  profited,  andc  preferring  others; 
before  himself.  He  was  much  in  the  study  of  his  own  heart,, 
had  the  comfort  of  sensible  improvements  in  (faith  and  holi-^ 
ness,  humility  and  heavenly  mindedness,  and  died  at  last- 
in  great  serenity  and  peace.  He  had  a  considerable  hand 
in*  compiling  Mr.  Rush  worth's  first  volume  of  Collections^, 
which  is  reckoned  by  good-judges  a  masterpiece  of  the  kind. 
HisSelf-eipployment  in  Secret,  an  excellent  small  piece^. re*, 
commended  lately  by  Mr.  Bulkley  in  his  Christian  Minister^ 
has  gone  through  various  editions.  Mr.  Howe  wrote  a 
preface  to  it.  Dr.  Wright  reprinted  it  in  1741,  and-  the- 
Rev.  William  Unwin,  rector  of  Stock  eura>Ramsdeft-BeU 
house,  Essex,  published  it  again  in  1773,  with*  the  enco^ 
miums  of  a  celebrated  minister  of  the  church  of  England  . 
upon  it,  as/<  the  best  manual  he  knew  for  a  Christian  or 
a  minister,  furnishing  excellent' materials  for  addressing 
conscience,  and  directing  men  to  judge  of  their  spirituals 
state."  Calamy,  vol.  2.  p.  338.  Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem. 
vol.  2.  p.  4.— EdO 

The  king  having  parted  with  his  last  parliament  in  dis- 
pleasure, without  being  able  to  obtain  any  money,  resolved 
once  more  to  try  a  new  one  ;*  and  apprehending  that  the- 
raalecontents  were  encouraged  by  the  neighbourhood  of  the- 
city  of  London,  he  summoned  them  to  meet  at  Oi:fdrd :  the 
same  representatives  being  rechosen  for  London,  hada  pa* 
per  put  into  their  hands  by  four  merchants,  in  the  name  of 
all  the  citizens  then  assembled  in  the  common-hall,  contain- 
ing a  return  of  their  most  hearty  thanks  for  their  faithful 

*  ilohard,  p.  1009.    Rapin^  toI.  S.  p.  720. 
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$mi  lUKiraimd'  eadeavonrs  im  <he  two  last  pMrlMUBMis,  to 
seftrck  inte  the  def^h  of  tbe  Po|M8h  plot,  to  preserve  the 
Ppotestaoxt  reli^uNi,  to-  promote  m  uirion  among  bis  majesty's 
Protestant  sabjecJta,  to  repeal  the  35tfa  of  Eliz.  and:  tke  cor- 
pMatioa<^act,  and  to  promote  the  bill  of  exclusion,  and  to 
request  tbesr  continuance  of  tbe  same.  The  members  being 
irfiraid  of  Tiolence,  were  attended  to  Oxford  with  a  Bomerous 
bodf  of  borse,  having  ribands  in  their  bats  with  thk  motto, 
*'  No  Papery ;  no  slavery ;"  the  citizens  having  promised 
t»  stand  by  tfaem  wkh  their  lives  and  fortunes.  Many  other 
pvpera  of  the  like  nature  were  presented  to  the  members  in 
the  several  counties.  The  king^  in  his  speech  at  the  open- 
ing tbe  sessions,  Marcb  2J,  reflected  severely  on  the  last 
parliament,  and  said,  He  was  resolved  to  maintain  the  suc- 
cession of  the  croiwii  in  the  right  line>  and  for  quieting  peo- 
ple's fears,  he  was  willing  to  pot  the  administration  into  tbe 
bandv  of  a  Protestant  rq^nt ;  but  the  commons  rejected  the 
proposal,  to  the  inexpreaible  joy  of  the  duke's  party,  and 
ordered  the  bill  of  exdasion  to  be  brought  in  again.  In  the 
mean  time  a  motioB  was  made  to  consider  of  the  loss  of  the 
faiU  infiivour  of  the  disaenterslast  parliammtt  SirWiUtafai 
Jones  said,  '^  The  bill  was  of  great  moment  and  service  to 
tfaeconRtry,  and  migbt  be  to  theirli ves,  in  the  time  of  a  Po- 
pssksuocessor ;  but  be  tbe  bill  what  it  will,  the  precedent  waa 
of  the  highest  consequence;  the  king  has  a  negative  to  all 
hiUs,  but  serely  the  clerk  of  tbe  parliament  has  ncyt.— ^If  this 
way  be  fornd  out,  that  bills  skaH  be  thrown  by,  it  may  be 
hereafler  be  saiti,  they  were  foagot  and  laid  by,  and  so  we 
shall  never  know  whether  the  kkig  passed  them  or  no :  if 
this  be  sofered,  'tis  in  vain  hi  spi^iid  time  heee."-^ I»  ccm« 
elasioar  thia  aSsir  was  referred  to  a  conferenoe^  with  tbe 
bowse  ef  lords,  which  was  fhistratedby  tbe  hasty  dissolu^ 
tioAoftheparliaaoent   . 

Tli«  next  went  ufson  tbe  libel  of  one  Fitz-Harris,  an 
Irish  ^pist,  whicb  was  a  second  meal-tab  plot,  promoted 
in  the  name  of  tbe  Nonconfiitmists  ;*  the  libel  was  to  be 
sent  by  penny-post  letters' to  die  lorda  wiwfaad  protested  in 
favour  of  the  bill  of  exclusion,  and  to  the  leadii^  mew  in 
tbe  bouse  eontmons,  wbe  were  immediately  to  be  appife- 
bended  and  searched  Everatd,  who  was  FHz-Harris'a 
coitCdftDt,  and  betrayed  >th«  secret,  affirmed  that  the  king 

•  B^iitUPf  983.304. 
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himsetf  was  privy  to  it,  as  Fitz^Harris's  wife  averred  to  a 
person  of  worth  many  years  after;  that  bis  majesty  bad 
given  Fitz- Harris  money,  and  promised  bim  more  if  it  met 
with  success.  The  libel  was,  to  traduce  the  king  and  the 
royal  family  as  Papists,  and  arbitrarily  affected  from  the 
beginning,  and  says,  that  king  Charles  I.  had  a  band  in  tbe 
Irish  rebellion  ; — that  the  act  forbidding  to  call  tbe  king  a 
Papist,  was  only  to  stop  men's  mouths,  and  that  it  was  as 
much  in  the  power  of  the  people  to  depose  a  Popish  pos- 
sessor as  a  Popish  successor.  It  was  entitled,  Tbe  True 
Englishman  speaking  plain  English  ;  and  adds,  '^  If  James 
be  conscious  and  guilty,  Charlesfis  so  too ;  believe.me,  these 
two  brothers  in  iniquity,  are  in  confederacy  with  tbe  pope 
and  the  French,  to  introduce  Popery  and  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, and  to  cast  off  parliaments,  magna  cbarta,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  subject,  as  heavy  yokes,  and  to  be  as  arbitrary 
as  the  king  of  France — Let  the  English  move  and^  rise  as 
one  man  to  self-defence ;  blow  the  trumpet,  stand  on  your 
guard,  and  withstand  them  as  bears  and  tigers — Trust  to 
yoiir  swords  in  defence  of  your  lives,  liberties,  and  religion, 
like  the  stout  earl  of  old,  who  told  his  king,  if  he  could  not 
be  defended  by  magna  charta,  he  would  be  relieved  by 
longa  spada/'  He  goes  on  to  reproach  the  king  with  the 
breach  of  his  Scots  oaths,  Breda  promises,  Protestant  pro- 
fession, liberty  of  conscience ;  as  designed  only  to  delude 
Protestants ;  and  puts  him  in  mind  of  all  his  political  and 
moral  vices,  as  intended  to  debauch  the  nation^  to  promote 
the  Popish  religion  and  arbitrary,  government,  &c.  Thus 
were  the  Nonconformists  to  be  exposed  again  to  the  resent- 
ments of  the  tiation ;  but  when  the  sham  was  discovered  to 
the  house  of  commons  by  sir  William  Waller,  he  received 
the  thanks  of  the  house,  and  Fitz- Harris;  though  impeached 
in  parliament,  was  tried  by  a  jury,  and  executed,  with  Dr. 
Pluuket,  the  titular  primate  of  Ireland.  The  whigs  would 
have  saved  Fitz-Harris,  though  a  Papist,  in  hopes  of  his 
being  an  evidence  in  the  Popish  plot;  but  the  court  was 
resolved  to  dispatch  bim  out  of  the  way,  that  he  might  tell 
no  more  tales. 

His  majesty,  hearing  that  the  bill  of  exclusion  was  to  be 
brought  into  the  house  again,  went  suddenly,  and  not  very 
decently,  says  Burnet,*  to  the  houae  of  lords  in  a  sedan, 

•  Bun»t,  p.  306. 
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With  the  crown  between  his  feet,  and  having  put  on  his 
robes  in  haste^  called  up  the  commons,  and  dissolved  his 
fifth  and  last  parliament,  after  they  had  sat  only  seven  days. 
As  soon  as  his  majesty  got  out  of  the  house^  he  posted  away 
in  all  haste  to  Windsor,  as  one  that  was  glad  he  had  got 
rid  of  his  parliament,  which  was  the  last  that  he  ever  con* 
vened ;    though  he  lived  three  ar  four  years  after.    And 
here  was  an  end  of  the  constitution  and  liberies  of  Eng-i 
land  for  the  present ;  all  that  followed  to  the  king's  death 
was  no  more  than  the  convulsions  and  struggles  of  a  dying 
man.    The  king  raised  what  money  he  wanted  without  par« 
liaments ;  he  took  away  all  the  charters  of  England,  and 
governed  absolutely  by  dint  of  prerogative.    April  the  8th, 
the  king  published  a  declaration*  to  all  his  loving  subjects, 
touching  the  causes  and  reasons  that  moved  him  to  dissolve 
the  two  last  parliaments ;  and  ordered  it  to  be  read  in  all 
the  churches  and  chapels  throughout  England.    It  contains 
a  recital  of  his  majesty's  condescensions  for  the  security  of 
the  Protestant  .religion,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the 
succession  of  the  crown  in  the  lineal  descent :  and  a  large 
rehearsal  of  the  unsuitable  returns  of  the  commons.    But 
notwithstanding  all   this,  says  his  majesty,  let  not  these 
men,  who  are  labouring  to  poison  our  people  with  com- 
monwealth principles,  persuade  any  of  our  subjects  that 
we  intend  to  lay  aside  the  use  of  parliaments,  for  we  still 
declare,  that  no  irregularities,  in  parliaments  shall  make  us 
out  of  love  with  them ;  and  we  are  resolved,  by  the  blessing 
of  God,,  to  have  frequent  parliaments ;"  although  he  never 
called'  another.     Several  anonymous  remarks  were  made 
upon  this  declaration,  to. weaken  its  influence.    But  the 
court  used  all  its  interest  among  the  people,  to  support  its 
credit:  addresses  were  sent  from  all  parts,  thanking  his 
majesty  for  his  declaration,  promising  to  support  his. person 
and  government  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.     Most  of 
them  declared  against  the  bill  of  exclusion,  and  for  the 
duke's  succession,^  as  has  been  observed.    Some  ventured 
to  arraign  the  late  parliament  as  guilty  of  sedition  and  trea* 

*  It  was  obserred*  Dr.  Calamj  sajs,  that  "  Ihii  declaration  was  known  bj  M. 
Barillon,  the  French  ambassador,  and  by  the  datcbess  of  Mazarine,  sooner  than  bj 
the  king's  coancil,  and  that  it  was  evidenced  to  be  of  French  extraction  bj  the  gal- 
licisms  in  il ;  and  withal  it  had  no  broad  seal  to  it,  and  was  signed  oolj  bj  a  clerk  of 
the  council."    Own  Life,  MS.  p.  74.>-Ed. 
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•00,  and  to  pray  his  miyesty  to  put  in  exeeoiioB  the  ctatnts 
of  35  EliJE.  against  the  Nonconlbr mists.  The  ^rand  juries^ 
the  justices  at  their  session,  divers  boroughs  and  eorpon^ 
tioBSp  the  eompaiiies  in  towns,  and  at  last  the  very  appren* 
ticeS)  aciDt  up  addresses.  Those  who  preseoted  or  ppocnred 
them  were  well  treated  at  court,  and  some  of  thea  knigjbted. 
Many  zealous  healths  were  drank,  and  in  their  cups  the 
swaggerings  of  the  old  cavaliers  seemed  to  be  revived.  One 
of  the  most  celebrated  addresses  was  from  the  university  of 
Cambridge,  presented  by  Dr.  Gower  master  of  St  John's^ 
which  I  shall  give  the  reader  as  a  specimen  of  the  rest.  It 
begins  thus :  ^^  Sacred  sir !  We  your  majesty's  most  fiiitb- 
ful  and  obedient  sut^ects  have  loiig^  with  the  greatest  and 
sificerest  joy,  beheld  the  generoos  emulation  of  oar  Seikow^ 
subjects,  contending  who  shottld  best  express  their  duty  to 
their  sovereign  at  this  time,  when  the  seditious  eodewoiuB 
of  unreasonable  men  have  made  it  necessary  to  assert,  the 
ancient  loyalty  of  the  English  nation. — It  is  at  present  the 
great  honour  of  this  your  ani^verstty,  not  only  to  be  steadfast 
and  constant  in  our  duty,  bat  to  be  eminently  so,  and  to 
auffer  for  it  as  much  as  the  calunraies  and  repraacbes  of 
factious  and  malicious  men  can  inflict  opon  us.  And  thai 
they  have  not  proceeded  tosequestration  and  plunder,  as  here- 
tofore, next  to  the  overruling  providence  of  Almighty  God, 
is  only  due  to  the  royal  care  and  prudence  of  your  most  sa** 
cred  majesty,  who  gave  so  seasonable  a  check  to  their  arbi* 
trary  and  insolent  undertakings. — We  still  believe  and 
maintain,  that  our  kings  derive  not  their  power  from  the 
people,  but  from  Gt>d ;  that  to  him  only  they  are  acconat- 
able;  that  it  belosigs  not  to  subjects  either  to  create  or 
censure,  but  to  honour  and  obey  tbeir  sovereign,  who  cornea 
to  be  so  by  a  fundamental,  hereditary  right  of  succession,, 
which  no  religien,  no  law,  no  fault  or  forfeiture,  can  idter 
or  diminish ;  nor  will  we  abate  of  our  well-instraoted  29eal 
Smt  the  church  of  Eagiandas  bylaw  estaUisfaed. — Thus  we 
have  learned  our  own,  and  thws  we  teach  others  their  imkf 
to  God  and  the  king." — His  majesty  discovered  an  unusudl 
satisfaction  on  this  occasion,  and  after  having  returned 
them  thanks,  was  pleased  to  add,  that  no  other  church  in 
the  world  taught  and  practised  loyalty  so  consefentioi»ly  as 
they  did. 
As  such  abject  and  servile  flattery  could  not  fait  of  pleas- 
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htg  the  king,  it  roust  necefssarily  draw  down  vengeance  on 
the  Nonconformiste,  who  joined  in  none  of  theii*  addresses, 
but  were  doomed  to  suffer  under  a  double  character,  as 
wbigs^  and  as  dissenters,  *^  This  (says  'bishop  Burnet*) 
was  set  on  by  the  Papists,  and  it  was  wisely  done  of  them, 
for  they  knew  how  much  the.  Nonconformists  were  set 
against  them.  They  made  use  also  of  the  indiscreet  seal  of 
the  bigh-church  clergymen  to  ruin  them,  which  they  knew 
would  render  the  clergy  odious,  and  give  the  Papist  great 
advantage  when  opportunity  offered."  The  times  were  bois- 
terous and  stormy^  sham  plots  were  contHved,  and  war- 
rants issued  against  the  leaders  of  the  whig  party  for  sedi- 
tious  language;  Shaftesbury,  now  called  the  Protestant 
earl,  was  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  Stephen  College,  the  Pro- 
testant joiner,  was  carried  to  Oxford,  and  hangied,  after  the 
grand  jury  in  London  had  brought  in  a  bill  of  indictment 
against  bim  ignoramus.  Witnesses  were  imported  from 
Ireland,  and  employed  to  swear  away  men's  lives.  ^^  The 
court  intended  to  set  them  to  swear  against  all  the  hot 
•party,  which  was  plainly  murder  in  them  *who  believed  them 
false  witnesses  (says  Burnett),  and  yet  made  use  of  them 
to  destroy  others."  Spies  were  planted  in  all  coffee-houses, 
to  furnis^  out  evidence  for  the  witnesses.  Mercenary  jus- 
tices were  put  into  commission  all  over  the  kingdom  ;  juries 
were  packed ;  and  with  regard  to  the  Nonconformists^  in<> 
formers  of  ,the  vilest  of  the  people  were  countenanced  to  a 
shameful  degree,  insomuch  that  the  jails  were  quickly  filled 
with  prisoners,  and  large  sums  of  money  extorted  from  the 
industrious  Itnd  conscientious,  and  played  into  the  hands  of 
the  most  profligate  wretches  in  the  nation. 

The  justices  of  Middlesex  shewed  great  forwardness,  and 
represented  to  his  majesty  in  December,  **'  that  an  intima-* 
tion  of  his  pleasure  was  necessary  at  this  time,  to  the  put- 
ting the  laws  in  execution  against  conventicles,  because 
trfaen  a  charge  was  lately  given  at  the  council-board  to  put 
the  laws  in  execution  against  Popish  recusants,  no  mention 
was  made  of  suppressing  conventicles."  Upon  this  his  ma- 
jesty commanded  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  justices,  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavour  to  suppress  all  conventicles  and 
unlawful  meetings,  upon  pretence  of  religious  worship  ;  for 
it  was  his  express  pleasure,  that  the  laws  be  effectually  put 

♦  P»je306.  t.  Page  315. 
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io  execution  against  them,  both  in  city  and  country.  At" 
cordingly  the  justices  of  peace  at  their  sessions  at  Hickes's- 
hall,  January  13,  ordered,  <^  thai  whereas  the  constables 
and  churchwardens,  &c.  of  every  parish  and  precinct 
within  the  said  county,  had  been  enjoined  last  sessions  to 
make  a  return  the  first  day  of  this,  of  the  names  of  the 
preachers  in  conventicles,  and  the  most  considerable  fre- 
quenters of  the  same  within  their  several  limits ;  which 
order  not  being  obeyed,  but  contemned  by  some,  it  was 
therefore  by  the  justices  then  assembled  desired,  that  the 
lord-bishop  of  London  will  please  to  direct  those  officers 
which  are  under  his  jurisdiction,  to  use  their  utmost  dili- 
gence, that  all  such  persons  may  be  excommunicated,  who 
commit  crimes  deserving  the  ecclesiastical  censure;  and 
that  the  said  excommunications  may  be  published  in  the 
parishes  where  the  persons  live,  that  they  may  be  taken 
notice  of,  and  be  obvious  to  the  penalties  that  belong  to 
persons  excommunicate,  viz.  not  to  be  admitted  for  a  wit- 
ness, or  returned  upon  juries,  or  capable  of  suing  for  any 
debt."  They  farther  ordered  at  the  same  time,  <^  that  the 
statute  of  the  first  of  Eliz.  and  third  of  king  James,  be  put 
in  due  execution,  for  the  levying  twelve-pence  per  Sunday 
upon  such  persons  who  repaired  not  to  divine  service^and 
sermons  at  their  parish  or  some  other  public  church."  All 
which,  says  Mr.  Echard,  made  way  for  all  sorts  of  prosecu* 
tions  both  in  city  and  country,  which  in  many  places  were 
carried  on  with  great  spite  and  severity,  where  there  never 
wanted  busy  agents  and  informers,  of  which  a  few  were 
sufficient  to  put  the  laws  in  execution  ;  so  that  the  dissenters 
this  year  and  much  longer,  says  he,  met  with  cruel  and  un<^ 
christian  usage ;  which  occasioned  ^reat  complaints  among 
the  people,  and  some  severe  reflections  on  (he  king  himself. 
It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  church- whigs  to  relieve  the 
Nonconformists,  nor  screen  them  from  the  edge  of  the  penal 
laws,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  All  that 
could  be  done  was  to  encourage  their  constancy,  and  to 
write  some  compassionate  treatises  to  move  the  people  in 
their  favour,  by  shewing  them,  that  while  they  were  plun- 
dering and  destroying  their  Protestant  dissenting  neigh- 
bours, they  were  cutting  the  throat  of  the  reformed  religion, 
and  making  way  for  the  triumphs  of  Popery  upon  its  ruins. 
Among  other  writings  of  this  sort,  the  most  famous  was,  The 
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Cbnformists'  Plea  for  the  Nonconformists^  in  four  parts,  by  a 
beneficed  minister  and  a  regular  son  of' the  church  of  Eng- 
land. In  which  the  author  undertakes  to  shew,  1.  The 
greatness  of  their  sufferings.  2.  The  hardships  of  their 
case.  3.  The  reasonableness  and  equity  of  their  proposals 
for  union.  4.  The  qualifications  and  worth  of  their  mini- 
sters. 5.  Their  peaceable  behaviour.  .  6.  Their  agreement 
with  the  church  of  England  in  the  articles  of  her  faith. 
7.  The  prejudice  to  the  church  by  their  exclusion ;  and  then 
concludes^  with  an  account  of  the  infamous  lives,  and  la* 
mentable  deaths,  of  several  of  the  informers.  It  was  a 
sensible  and  moving  performance^  but  had  no  influence  on 
the  tory  justices,  and  tribe  of  informers.  There  was  no 
stemming  the  tide;  every  one  who  was  not  a  furious  tory, 
says  Ra pin,  was  reputed  a  Presbyterian. 

Most  of  the  clergy  were  with  the  court,  and  distinguished 
themselves  on  the  side  of  persecution.  The  pulpits  every 
where  resounded  with  the  doctrines  of  passive  obedience 
and  nonresistance,  which  were  carried  to  all  the  heights  of 
king  Charles  I.  No  eastern  monarch,  according  to  them, 
was  more  absolute  than  the  king  of  England.*  They  ex- 
pressed such  a  zeal  for  the  duke's  succession,  as  if  a  Popish 
king  over  a  Protestant  country  had  been  a  special  blessing 
from  heaven.  They  likewise  gave  themselves  such  a  loose 
against  Protestant  Nonconformists,  as  if  nothing  was  so 
formidable  as  that  party.  In  all  their  sermons.  Popery  was 
quite  forgot,  says  Burnet^  and  the  force  of  theif  zeal  was 
turned  almost  wholly  against  Protestant  dissenters.  In 
many  country  places  the  parson  of  the  parish,  who  could 
bully,  and  drink,  and  swear,  was  put  into  the  commission  of 
the  peac^,  and  made  a  confiding  justice,  by  which  means  he 
was  both  judge  and  party  in  his  own  cause.  If  any  of  his 
sober  parishioners  did  not  appear  at  church,  they  were  sure 
to  be  summoned,. and  instead  of  the  mildness  and  gentleness 
of  a  Christian  clergyman,  they  usually  met  with  haughty 
and  abusive  language,  and  the  utmost  rigour  the  law  could 
inflict.  There  was  also  a  great  change  made  in  the  com- 
missions throughout  England.  .  A  set  of  confiding  magis- 
trates was  appointed ;  and  none  were  left  on  the  bench,  or 
in  the  militia,  that  did  not  declare  for  the  arbitrary  measures 
of  the  court ;  and  such  of  the  clergy  as  were  averse  to  this 

*  lUpinip.  726.    Barnet,  p.  309. 
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fury,  were  dedatmad  against  as  betrayers  of  the  elmrdi,  and 
secret  favourers  of  tbe  dissenters;  but  the  trutli  is,  says  tbe 
4Nshop,  tbe  miinber  of  sober  bonest  clergymen  was  not  great, 
fer  wbere  the  oarcass  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be  gathered 
together*  The  soeai  of  preferment  will  dimw  wpiring  men 
after  it.  Upon  tbe  whc^,  tbe  present  timies  were  very 
loweriag,  and  the  prospect  under  a  Popish  successor  still 
more  threatening. 

It  would  fill  a  volume,  to  enter  into  all  the  particulars  of 
these  unchristian  proceedings,  which  even^he  black  registers 
of  the  ^iritual  courts  cannot  fttUy  unfold.  Tbe  reverend 
Mr.  Edward  Bury,  assisting  at  a  private  fast,  on  aocooot 
of  the  extraordinary  drought,  was  apprehended  June  14^ 
and  fined  S02. ;  and  refusing  to  pay  it,  because  he  did  not 
preach,  they  took  away  his  goods,  books,  and  even  the  bed 
laie  lay  upon.  The  reverend  Mr.  Philip  Henry  was  appre- 
hended at  the  same  time,  and  fined  40/.  and  for  noopaym^it 
they  carried  away  thirty-three  loads  of  cprh  which  lay  cat 
upon  the^roand,  together  with  hay,  coals,  and  other  chattels. 
The  informers  took  the  names  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fliore,  who  were  at  the  aieeting:  they  fined  the  master  of 
•the  house  301.  and  51,  more  as  being  constable  that  year,  a«d 
^oaoacted  5«. «  head  firom  all  who  were  present.  Examples 
wf  this  ttsage  in  Loncbn,  Middlesex,  and  most  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Eai^and,  are  innamerable. 

The  Quakeifs  pmblie3»ed  a  .narrative  df  the  sufferings  Of 
tlMrir  tifends  since  the  Restoration,  by  which  it  appeared^ 
that  gt9U,  nombe^  had  been  fined  by  tbe  bishops'  teonrta^ 
tobbed  of  their  substance^  and  perished  in  prison.*  Many 
dbefd  been  so  beaiten  and  wowided  fiur  attending  their  meet- 
ings, tiwt-tbey  dted  of  their  wounds.  An  aocoant  was  abo 
published,  of  the  vnjnst  proceedings  of  the  infbrmei^,  sbew^ 
ingi,  that«it  their  instanee  many  had  been  plitmiered  without 
*  jvridieal  process ;  that  seven  hundred  of  them  were  ngw 
in  prison  in  aeveral  parts  of  England,  and  especially  tabolit 
Sristol ;  bat  remonstraaices  and  complaints  availed  nothfaqp. 
In  the  midst  of  this  fttr,ioas  persecution,  the  famous  Mn 
Thomas  Q^ug^^  mm  of  Dr.  Gouge  of  Blackfrtars,  and  tibe 
eje^ed  minister  of  St«  Sepulchre's,  was  taken  out  of  this 
world :  he  wias  bom  at  Bow  near  Stratford  1603,  bred  at 
fiton^ehool,  and  educated  in  King's- college,  Cambridg^t 

•  Sewe],  p.  574.  5St.  t  TiHotwp'*  Works,  ?•!.  1.  p.  265. 
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Entj^iiNir  yearn  4mchBMgi^  all  tk^  parts  ef  a  vigttani  and 
kful  paiAar.  fia  'vraB  a  wonder  of  piety,  chaiity,  baan^ 
Ufy,  and  nadertttiQO,4Ba]»agk  bis  study  to  keap  aciMMCJMnn 
yoid  of  etfeaoe  4o<miidtOod  and  nmn.  Mr«  Baxter -ia^ 
he  aiever  keard  «Dy  tnaa  apenk  to  his  disbmour,  eacept  tkaH 
lie  did  not  coafbrai.  He  was  possessed  of  a  goad  estate^ 
and  deuMMkBd  the  ehief  of  it  to  charity.  He  aettM  aohiwlB 
to  ihe  nunber  of  thnee  or  four  bendred,  and  gare  money  to 
teach  cfaildrea  to  read  in  the  momatainaiUB  |wrte  of  Waies^ 
where  he  travelled  annoaUy,  mtd  preaebed,  tiU'  Ik  nvas  for* 
bid  by  the  bishops,  and  exaoamiaaieated,  thaagh  he  stiil 
weat  as  a  heasrer  to  the  parish,  dhundies.  He  prtated  eight 
thooiaBMl  Weldi  Bibks,*  m  Ihousawl  ®f  nthicfa  wene  given 
to4be  poor,  aiad  the  svst  sent  io  tte  priad  pal  townw  of  Wafas, 
ta  be  eoM  at  aa  linder  s^te.  He  printed  fif«  hnndred  of  the 
Whole  Duty  of  Man  Jn  Wehh,  oad  gave  then  ainay ;  tmm 
handred  and  &rty  New  Testamentt;  and  kept  dtsaost  tw« 
thousand  Welsh  children  at  school  to  leaimEngUsh.  Areh«' 
bbbap  TiUotson,ia  bis  fuaaiai  •aeraieA,  says,  thBit«all  things 
constdeved^  there  has  net  since  the  primitiTa  tiases  pf  Chiis* 
tiaaity  heea  many  among  the  seas  of  BieB>  towfaoai  liMit 
glorious  clMffacter  oi  the  Son  of  God  magbt  be  better  ap* 
plied^  tiiat  be  went  about  dofaig  goodLf  He  was  a  dinee 
of  a  eheerliil  spirit,  and  went  away  qaietly,  in  ilia  sleeps 
October  S9, 1681,  ia  the  seaeaty-eeirefith  year  ef  his  age4 

^  In  ^«M  eb«ntalfl«  workB,  as  weJitr«  «eeiibefeiie,1ie  was  «sii^l«d  by  fafefilcMSi. 
Tha  g»«t  batiaeas  of  bit  life  waa  4»  4o  ^ad.  Ha  aaaoaU  j  tcaT^ad  #aer  Wales* 
.  inspecting  the  schools  and  instrncting  the  people  both  in  public  and  private,  tilllie  was 
katween-  fii(fl5aDd.0ev«Bty  years  'dTaf'v.  Me  aMtauied  '^mk  laas  hy  Ae  S»a  «f  Iiiii> 
4oa»  and  after  the  death  of  bis  wifeanl  the  aetlbnent  of  his -abildMn^ lus iisvtiwa  was 
redaoed  to  1502.  per  anaom ;  oat  of  which  he  constantly  expended  1007.  in  works  of 
eharhj.  He  had  a  siofidaraagaaiilysMidtpiliAaaoa  in  defiAapAaaiast  4ffAiatBilaMjJS 
of  doing  good ;  aad  his  aaunpla  ^rf  the  Jrsthiat  to  Mr.  T.  Finain^ftfaat  jilan^tf  fisr- 
nishing  the  poor  with  employment,  which  be  so  extensively  and  generonsly  parsaed* 


His  fitaend  senaoH  was  fwaaohad  bf  ^laeter,  aiftarward  MPohfaMi^ jlW^tibft.  J 

—Ed.  ^ 

t  Calamjr,  yol.  2.  p.  8. 

t  The  learned  aad  axeallaat  Or.  IMttam  Uitfi,  Ihto  UOrnp  of  St  A«a^  tab 
eadeavoarad  by  argameot  to  remove  the  scroplas  of  the  diasentersyaad^o  bring  tbem 
badL  into  the  chnrch  by  mild  and  Christian  methods,  after  some  private  conferences, 
called  oa  Mr.JaiBes  Owen,  lo  piodaae  Ins  rMMons  f»t  ptialAiiDg  wiaiMft  oMiaaliata 
by  diocesan  bishops^at  the  pnblic  hall  of  Qsweslry^,  on  the  37th  of  September,  of  the 
year  1681.  The  bishop  was  attended  by  the  learned  Mr.  Henry  Dodwell;  Mr.  Owen's 
supporters  wei'f ,  Mr*  Philio  Heory>  Mr^  Joes  than  Rohfrts  of  SUtTTair.  in  DsBhiffh* 
shire,  an  excellent  scholar  and  warm  disputant.  The  dispute  began  at  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  ended  between  eight  anfl  nhre.  Several  points,  connected  with  the  matiA 
qoestSan,  **  ooncemring  the  necesshy  tf  ordioatfon  by  dioeefsan  bfshnps,  in  uninter- 
rupted suecession  from  the  apostles," -were  debated.  The  effects  i9f  tins  discussifm 
ware  Tarions :  hut  no  converts  were  made  hy  it.   The  hhihop  prrocured  respect  by  his 
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While  the  tories  and  high-churcb  clergy  were  ravaging 
the  dissenters,  the  court  was  intent  upon  subverting  thef 
constitution,  and  getting  the  government  of  the  city  into 
their  hands.  June  S4,  1682,  there  was  a  contest  about  the 
election  of  sheriffs,  which  occasioned  a  considerable  tumult; 
And  when  the  election  of  a  lord-mayor  came  on  at  Michael- 
fnas,  the  citizens  were  again  in  an  uproar,  the  lord-mayor 
pretending  a  right  to  adjourn  the  courts  while  the  sheriffs,' 
to  whom  the  right  belonged,  continued  the  poll  till  night ; 
when  the  books  were  cast  up,  each  party  claimed  the  majo- 
rity according  to  their  respective  books.  The  eontest  rose 
so  high,  that  sir  William  Pritchard,  lord-mayor,  was  after- 
iinird  arrested  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Papillon  and  Dubois,  and 
detained 'prisoner  in  SkinnerVhall  till  midnight.  But  when 
the  afiair  came  to  a- trial,  the  election  was  vacated,  Papillon 
and  Dubois  were  imprisoned,  and  the  leading  men  of  the 
whig  party^  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in  the  con- 
test, were  fined  in  large  sums  of  money,  which  made  way 
for  the  loss  of  the  charter. 

The  court  would  have  persuaded  the  common-council  to 
make  a  voluntary  surrender  of  it  to  the  crown,  to  piit  an 
end  to  all  contests  for  the  future;*  but  not  being  able  to 
prevail,  they  resolved  to  condemn  it  by  law ;  accordingly  a 
quo  warranto  was  issued  out  of  the  court  of  King's  bench,  to 
see  whether  its  charter  had  been  dulyt)bserved^  because  the 
connnon-council,  in  one  of  their  addresses^  had  petitioned 
Jbr  Uie  sitting  of  the  parliament,  and  had  taxed  the  proro- 
gation as  a  delay  of  justice ;  and  because  they  had  laid  taxes 
on  their  wharfs  and  markets  contrary  to  law*  After  trial 
upon  these  two  points,  the  chief-justice  delivered  it  as  the 
imanimous  opinion  of  the  court,  that,  the  liberties  and  fran- 
chises of  the  city  of  London  had  been  forfeited,  and  might 
be  seized  into  the  king's  hands,  but  judgment  was  not  to  be 
Altered  till  the  king's  pleasure  was  farther  known.  In  the 
mean  time  the  lord-mayor  and  common-council,  who  are  the 
representatives  of  the  city,  agreed  to  submit  to  the  king's 
mercy,  and  sent  a  deputation  to  Windsor,  June  18, 1683,  to 
beg  pardon;  which  the  king  was  pleased  to  grant  on  con- 

exemplarjr  candoar ;  and  Mr.  Philip  Henry,  by  his  pmdent  and  primitive  temper,  and 
.  the  mildness  of  his  manner,  recommended  himself  to  the  high  esteem  of  the  prelate 
aad  the  company. .  Mr.  James  Owen's  Life,  p.  29-^35. — £o. 
.    *  Burnet,  p.  354-^57.    RapiD,p.727. 
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4ition  tbat  his  majesty  might  have  a  negative  in  the  choice 
of  all  the  chief  magistrates — that  if  his  majesty  disapproved 
of  their  choice  of  a  lord-mayor  they  should  choose  another 
ivithin  a  week — and  that  if  his  majesty  disapproved  their 
second  choice  he  should  himself  nominate  a  mayor  for  the 
year  ensuing;  and  the  like  as  to  sheriffs,  aldermen,  &c.* 
When  this  was  reported  to  the  common-council,  it  was  put 
to  the  vote,  and  upon  a  division,  one  hundred  and  four  were 
for  accepting  the  king's  regulation,  and  eighty-six  against  it; 
but  even  these  concessions  continued  no  longer  than  a  year. 
The  charter  of  London  being  lost,  the  cities  and  corpp- 
ratioBs  in  general  were  prevailed  with  to.  deliver  up  their 
charters,  and. accept  of  such  new  ones  as  the  court  would 
grant,  which  was  the  highest  degree  of  perfidy  and  baseness 
in  those  who  were  intrusted  with  them,  especially  when 
they  knew,  that  the  design  was  to  pack  a  parliament,  in 
order  to  make  way  for  a  Popish  successor. 

Thus  the  liberties  of  England  were  delivered  up  to  the 
crown ;  and  though  the  forms  of  law  remained,  men's  lives 
and  estates  were  at  the  mercy  of  a  set  of  profligate  creatures, 
who  would  swear. any  thing  for  hire.  Juries,  says  Burnet,f 
were  a  shame  to  the  nation,  and  a  reproach  to  religion,  for 
they  were  packed  and  prepared  to  bring  in  verdicts  as  they 
were  directed,  and  not  as  matters  appeared  upon  the  evi- 
dence. Zeal  against  Popery  was  decried  as  the  voice  of  a 
faction,  who  were  enemies  to  the  king  and  bis  government. 
All  rejoicings  on  the. 5th  of  November  were  forbid,  and 
strict  orders  given  to  all  constables  and  other  oflteers  to 
keep  the  peace;  but  the  populace  not  being  so  orderly  as 
they  should  have  been,  several  London  apprentices  were 
fined  twenty  marka  for  a  riot,  and  set  in  the  pillory.  These 
were  the  triumphs  of  a  tory  and  Popish  administration. 

A  little  before  this  died  old  Mr.  Thomas  Case,  M.  A. 
educated  in  Christ-church,  Oxford,  and  one  of  the  assembly 
of  divines:  he  was  peculiarly  zealous  in  promoting  the 
morning  exercises,  but  was  turned  out  of  his  living  at  St. 
Mary  Magdalep,  Milk-street,  for  refusing  the  engagement, 
and  imprisoned  for  Mr.  Love's  plot ;  he  was  afterward 
rector  of  St.  Giles's,  and  waited  on  the  king  at  Breda.| 
He  was  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  Savoy,  and  si- 

•  Bornet,  vol.  t.  p.  403.    Gazette,  no.  1835.  t  Page  359. 

I  Calamy,  vol.  3.  p.  13.    Palmer's  Nod.  Mem.  toI.  1.  p.  1S4. 
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kearted  nraii,  an  ^reeUent  iMreacker^  of  a  warts  spif  it>  and 
a  bearty  lover  of  all  good  ineB.  He  died  Bfcj  30^  IflSl^ 
aged  etghty-foar.* 

Mr.  Saraael  Clarke,  the  ejected  minister  of  St.  Btffe't 
Fink,  was  an  indefatigable  stadent,  as  appears  bj  his  Mat^ 
tjrology,  his  Lives  of  eninent  Dhrines,  and  other  historical 
works :  he  was  a  good  scholar,  and  had  been  a  useful  preacher 
w  Cheshire  and  Warwickshire,  before  he  came  to  Loadbn; 
he  was  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  Savoy,  and  presenit- 
ed  the  Presbyterian  niaisters'  address  of  thamks  to  the  kifif 
Ibr  his  declaration  eoncciwing  ecdesiastiori  affairs;  and 
tbongfa  be  could  not  conform  as  a  preacheir,  be  freqaentiy 
attended  the  service,  of  the.  church  as  a  hearer  and  eoamtt*^ 
nieant.    He  died  Dieeember  £5,  1669,  letalis  eighty .f* 

While  the  liberties  of  England  lay  bleeding,  the  fiiry  of 
the  court  raged  higher  thmr  ever  against  the  NoncMiftM'aH 
ists,  as  inflexible  enemies  of  their  arbilfrary  mens«res«:|:  Mr. 
Bastter  was  snrprtsed  in  his  own  bouse  by  a  oompara^  of 
constables  and  other  peace-offieerS)  who  arrested  him  fo« 
coming  witlnn  five  miles  of  a  corporation,  and  broiigh* 
warrants  to  dSstratn  upon  him'  ior  five  sermons^  amonnting 

*  He  sQMwived^9weRj  one  of  iKe  dUseotera Ihal  sat  in  tho.  auemblj  of  dlTuies.  Mr. 
Baxter  sljries  bim  "  a  holj  fnitfafnl  servant  of  God."  It  is  painful,  however,  to  re- 
flttct)^  tb*i>  a  nan  whose  cbttraoCer  appears  in>  fs^nejnb  i9'hmm  bMH  T«ier«U9-«iii 
mmiablA^  aboul4  be  so  tiwtffivted  hj  Uxa  hoaiof  tb&tioMa,  ajyiii.a  aennofi  preaabeA 
before  die  coart-martlal  in  1644,  to  say  ;^  "  Noble  sirs,  iinilate  God,  and  be  mercSal 
t«>iMNie  tUii  B4««  amaeifot  mtAimmm-^^ikkei^e99f'  nraaniDgUSe  nqrailal«wwlid  wtm 
fte^niMil0^}^ed,ma^w$U,  Tbu^ as^  Mr.  Granger  ohaer v£«,4s.  aaopiiaarf .  It  nukj 
be  added,  that  it  couveyed  also  a  false  idiea  ofthe  diviue  cferaency,  which  extends  its 
6SEmrci8»OB.iiepeBtMics»  to-ail  6bamot«r»;  tO'siiia  of  «Daiii;iii(^  ww^tM  ttf}iiifiniiil||k 
(kMv«Br^a,Hijitoj;y  q£  fin^Iand,,  voL  a  p^  317^  318.— £d. 

t  When  Mr.  Clarke  was  ejected,  fie  bad  been  forty  years  fn  the  ministry,  dnriog 
#faiobtine  he  Jiad^Ikeenaevewer  eigfatyaara  A^ovaMidi,  BSiAtfm  yeart«|iv«ai<iMabdl 
Sion-colleg«w  Tfae  mo&t  valuable  of  hi*  namerona.  works  aie  reckoned  to  be  "  Ldves  of 
the  Piiritan  divines  and  other  persons  of  note."  "  The  aatborand  the  bookseller  (sayv 
Mr^  Girang(9p)  aeam  t«  iiavo  been  thoroaghfr  inflnmed'Of  tfaui  aaovet,  tluft  b  taking 
tiUe'^«ge.  becomes  nocb  mom  taking,,  willi.  an  engraTed  frontispieae  before  it;  and 
that  little  pictares,  in  the  body  of  the  book,  are  great  embellishments  to  styler  and' 
ttaMfer."  Ho  waa  mora  a  oampiler  tfabn  aoanthon  Hiiaame'was  anfegtanpialisad^ 
tor^  (o)  fiu/i.  Craam,  ^allading  to  his  taking  the  best  parte  of  tboae  books  from  which 
lie  collected.  One  is  sorry  to  find,  in  the  list  of  his  pablications,  A  discemree  agafaist 
lUteaUoib.  Ba  eojoyad  aboal.  nine  yaara  the  living  oi  Aloeatan  in  Warwickahtaa* 
«|il^l»,Jii9  preac|iing  was  very  usefol,  and  the  town  beoanw  exemplary  for  sobriety, 
which  had  borne  the  character  ofdrauken  Alcester.  He  met  death  with  a  liTely  sense' 
of^etarnily.  npon  hiat  ra«nd«  and  a  conilbMBtate  aaancanae  «6  hia  owa-  titW  t^  fi|t«*» 
blBssedoeuia.  Palmer^s  Noacoiu  Mem..  voL  1,  p«  88*  &c.  Graager^a  History,,  Tol.d* 
p.  321 — Ed. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  the  great  grandfather  of  Dr.  Samael  Clarke  of  St.  Albania,  ^e  pa- 
tron of  Dr.'  Ihid^dge'a  yoathfol  ttodies. — Ed. 

t  P*rt  S.  p.  191. 
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lo  195Z.  They  took  htm  oolr  of  bi^  bed,  to  which  he  had 
been  confined  fer  soine'tiiBe,  and  were  carrying  him  to  jml ;. 
but  Dr.  Cox  the  physician,  meeting  him  in  the  way,  went 
and  made  oath  before  a  jostice  of  peace,  that  he  could  not 
be  removed  to  prison^  witltoiit  dianger  ef  his  lifey  ^  he  wa« 
permitted  to  go  borne  again  to  bed ;  but  the  ofieera  rifled 
bid  house,  took  away  such  book»  as  be  had^  and  sold  even 
the  bed  from  tinder  him.  Dr.  Annesley,  and  several  other 
ministers,  had  their  goods  distrainedt  fiM*  latent  convictions; 
that  IS,  upon  the  oaths  of  persons-  they  never  saw^  nor  re- 
ceived summons  to  answer  for  themeelVes  before- a  justice 
of  peace.  This  was  stabbing  men  in  the  dark.  Some  were 
imprisoned  on  the  corporation-act.  The  reverend  Mr.  Vin- 
cent was  tried  and  convicted  at  the  Surrey-assizes  on  the  Sdth 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  already  mentioned :  he  lay  in  prison 
many  months,  but  was  at  last  released  by  the  intercession  oT 
some  great  men.  The  dissenting  laity  were  harassed  every 
where  in  the  spiritual  courts,  warrants  were  signed  for  dis- 
tresses, in  the  village  of  Hackney  alone,  to  the  sum  of  140011 
one  of  which  was  500Z.  The  reader  will  then  judge  what 
must  have  been  the  case  of  the  interest  in  general.* 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  oppression  and  violence,  the 
eourt  fbund  that  the  spirit  of  English  liberty  was  not  easily 
lo  be  subdued :  there  were  a  set  of  patriots  who  stood  in 
their  way,  and  were  determined  to  hazard  their  lives  and 
fortunes  for  the  constitution ;  these  were  therefore  to  bo 
removed^  or  cut  off,  by  bringing  them  within  the  compass  of 
some  pretended  plot  against  the  government.  Some,  who 
were  more  zealous  than  prudent^  met  together  in  clubs  at 
the  taverns  and  other  places,  to  talk  over  the  common 
danger,  and  what  might  be  done  tt>  secure  their  religioa 
and  liberties  in  case  of  the  king's  death;  but  there  was  no^ 
formed  design  in  any  of  them  against  the  king  or  the  pre- 
sent government.    The  court  however  laid  hold  of  this  oc^ 

*  Tlwa«iiip«r  of  the  ooart  and  obonsh  attbis  tim^  ipoliiie4:Mr.  JobvSbofrertor 
attend  the.  nephew  of  sir  Samuel  Barnardiston  on  his  travelst  id  compliaoce  with  tb« 
earnest  reqaei»t4>f  hii;  naele,  in  company  witfat  se?eral  other  gentlemen,  which  we  men- 
tion here  to  inlrodace  the  following  passage.  When  they  were  at  GencTa,  where  thej 
continued  fok'  some  time,  thej  contraoted  an  aoqaainianc^  withTorretin  tbeyonnger. 
On  llfeiv  first  oDnVeraalion  they  fonnd  this  learned  divine  and  the  rest  of  the  oiljr  pos- 
sessed with  Terjr  nnlil««arable  seotimeiits  denoeming  the  English  Noneonfotraistss 
Bot  when  Mf^  Shower  and  his  companions  had  stated  their  oase,  and  the  ter^  required^ 
of  them,  IWretio  and  the  others  declared  themsel?es  well  satisfied  with  the  gronnde 
of  their  diseent,  and  treated  them,  daring  the  remainder  of  their  residence  in  tfaeoity^ 
with  a  Tery  partionlar  respeot.    Tong't  Life  of  Shower,  p.  48*-— Bd. 
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casion,  and^  as  Mr.  Coke  says^  set  on  Toot  three  plots,  one  to 
assassinate  the  king  and  duke  as  they  came  from  New* 
market;  another  to  seize  the  guards;  and  a  third  was 
called  the  Blackheath  plot ;  in  all  which,  for  aught  I  can 
find,  says  he,  the  fox  was  the  finder.  Dr.  Wei  wood  adds^* 
that  the  shattered  remains  of  English  liberty  were  attacked 
on  every  side,  and  some  of  the  noblest  blood  in  the  nation 
offered  up  a  sacrifice  to  the  manes  of  Popish  martyrs.  Swear- 
ing came  into  fashion,  and  an  evidence  o£Bce  was  set  up  at 
Whitehall ;  the  witnesses  were  highly  encouraged,  and,  in- 
stead of  judges  and  juries  that  might  boggle  at  half  evidence, 
care  was  taken  to  pick  out  such  as  should  stick  at  nothing 
to  serve  a  turn.  The  plot  which  the  court  made  use  of  was 
called  the  Ryehouse  plot,t  from  the  name  of  the  house  where 
the  two  royal  brothers  were  to  be  shot ;  it  was  within  two 
miles  of  Hodsdon  in  Hertfordshire,  and  was  first  discovered 
by  one  Keeling  an  Anabaptist ;  after  him  Groodenough,  Rum- 
sey,  and  West,  made  themselves  witnesses,  and  framed  a 
story  out  of  their  own  heads,  of  lopping  off  the  two  brothers, 
as  they  came  from  Newmarket;  and  having  heard  of  con- 
ferences between  the  duke  of  Monmouth^  lord  Russel,  and 
others,  concerning  securing  the  Protestant  religion  upon 
the  king's  decease,  they  impeached  them  to  the  council, 
upon  which  lord  Russel,  Algernon  Sidney,  the  earl  of  Essex, 
and  Mr.  Hoiiblon,  were  apprehended  and  sent  to  the  Tower. 
Warrants  were  issued  out  for  several  others,  who,  knowing 
that  innocence  was  in  these  times  no  sufficient  protection, 
absconded,  and  went  out  of  the  way ;  but  several  were  tried, 
and  executed  upon  the  court-evidence ;  as  Mr.  Rumbold, 
.the  master  of  the  house  where  the  plot  was  to  take  place, 
who  declared  at  his  execution  in  king  James's  reign,  that 
he  never  knew  of  any  design  against  the  king;  as  did  cap- 
tain Walcot  and  sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  Rouse,  and  the 
rest.  Lord  Russel  was  condemned,  and  beheaded,  for 
being  within  the  hearing  of  some  treasonable  words  at  Mr. 
Shepherd's,  a  wine-cooper  in  Abchurch-lane.j:  The  earl  of 
Essex's  throat  was  cut  in  the  Tower  ^  during  lord  Russel's 

*  Memoirs,  p.  132.  t  Bnmet,  toI.  2.  p.  36^^373.  -  t  P-  38f. 

i  Dr.  Grej  ceiftum  Mr.  Neal's  tocoant  of  the  Rjehoose  plot  as  rtatj  fiuiltj,  if 
not  fidie ;  **  as  appears  (he  sajs)  from  the  verj  best  of  oor  hUtorians,  and  the  eon- 
fessioB  of  several  that  snffered  for  it."  llie  historians  to  whom  the  doctor  refers  are 
Behard,  Kennet,  &o.  and  prinoipally  bishop  Sprat's  History  of  the  Rjehonse  Plet. 
▲s  to  this  work,  the  most  partial  to  it  roast  own  it  detracU  freati j  from  its  credit ; 
that  it  was  drawn  op  to  please  the  oonrt,  by  one  that  was  wholly  in  that  interest;  and 
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trial;*  and  Algernon  Sidney  was 'executed  for  having  a 
seditious  libel  in  his  study  ;f  of  the  injustice  of  which  the 
parliament  at  the  Revolution  was  so  sensible,  that  they  re- 
versed the  judgments.  A  proclamation  was  issued  out 
against  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  though  the  king  knew 
where  he  was ;  and  after  the  ferment  brought  him  to  court, 
Mr.  Echard  observes,  that  some  have  called  this  the  Fana- 
tic,  the  Protestant,  the  Whiggish,  or  Presbyterian  plot ; 
others  have  called  it,  with  more  justice,  a  piece  of  state 
policy,  and  no  better  than  an  imposture,  for  it  had  no  other 
foundation  than  the  rash  and  imprudent  discourse  of  some 
warm  whigs,  which,  in  so  cntical  a  conjuncture,  was  very 
hazardous;  but  no  scheme  of  a  plot  had  been  agreed  upon, 
no  preparations  made,  no  arms  nor  horses  purchased,  nor 
persons  appointed  to  execute  any  design  against  the  king 
or  government.;!:  •  However,  the  couK  had  their  ends  in 
striking  terror  into  the  whole  party. 

the  aathor,  it  seems,  acknowledges,  "  that  king  James  II.  called  for  bis  papers,  and 
having  read  them,  altered  divers  passages,  and  caused  them  to  be  printed  by  his  own 
aotboritjr/'  Calam j's  Letter  to  Archdeacon  Eobard,  p.  55.  Dr,  Grej  ironically  calls 
Ht,  Neal's  account  of  ihe  earl  of  Essex's  death,  a  candid  remark;  and  then  refers  to« 
and  quotes  largely,  Carte's  and  Echard's  representations  of  that  event,  to  shew  that 
the  earl  wsfelo  de  $e.  This  is  not  the  place  to  disoass  the  qoestioo  ooncerotng  his 
lordship's  death,  whether  he  committed  an  act  of  suicide,  or  was  murdered  by  others. 
Dr.  Harris  has  fully  and  impartially  stated  the  arguments  on  both  sides.  Hbtory  of 
Charles  II.  vol.  t,  p.  371 — 376.  The  same  jadioion^  writer  baa  also  iBveftigtte4 
the  evidence  concerning  the  Ryehouse  plot,  p.  355 — 370. — Ed. 
*  Wei  wood's  Memoirs,  p.  161. 

t  This  was  an  answer  to  Filmer's  book,  written  to  prove  the  absolntt  and  nnlimited 
power  of  kingfl.  The  leading  principle  4>f  this  MS.  was,  "  that  power  is  delegated 
from  the  people  to  the  prince,  and  that  he  is  accountable  to- them  for  the  abuse  of  it." 
It  was  urged,  that  he  was  not  proved  to  have  written  the  piece ;  that  if  he  were  the 
author,  it  contained  only  his  private  speonlalions ;  that  it  could  not  be  admitted 
as  a  proof  of  the  plot,  for  it  was  written  years  before;  and  that,  as  it  was  not  a  finish- 
ed piece,  it  could  not  be  known  how  it  would  end ;  and  no  general  conclusion  ought 
to  be  drawn  from  any  particular  chapter  of  a  work.  The  book  was,  however,  consi- 
dered by  Jefferies  as  an  overt-act,  on  this  principle,  Seribere  ett  ag$re.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  within  a  few  years^  the  energy  and  troth  of  the  above  principle  removed 
James  II.  from  the  throne,  and  placed  on  it  the  prince  of  Orange.  So  vain  is  it  to 
fight  against  jnst  principles ! — Ed. 

X  **  Mr.  Neal  mast  think  his  readers  (says  Dr.  Grey)  very  easy  of  belief  to  swal- 
low down  such  gross  untruths  as  these,  which  the  smallest  dabbler  in  the  history  of 
those  times  can  easily  confute."  The  reader,  who  is  not  a  dabbler  in  the  history  of 
those  times,  is  referred  to  Dr.  Harris,  as  before  quoted,  for  materials  on  wliich  to  form 
his  judgment  of  the  tmth  of  this  remark.  In  the  mean  time  he  may  not  be  displeased, 
with  the  following  plain  lines  on  the  death  of  Sidney. 

"  Algorsoo  Sidney  fills  this  tomb. 

An  Atheist  for  disclaiming  Rome  ; 

A  rebel  bold  for  striving  still 

To  keep  the  laws  above  the  will : 

Crimes  damn'd  by  church  and  government, 

Alas!  where  must  his  ghost  be  sent ? 

VOL.  IT.  2  I 
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:  Great  industry,  was  used  by  tbe  court  to  brieg  the.  body 
of  Nonconformists  into  this  plot :.  it  was  given  out  that 
Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Mead,  and  Mr.  Griffith,  were  acquainted 
irith  it:*  Mr.  Mead  was  snmnu^ned  before  the  council,  and 
gave  sucb  satisfactory  answers  to  all  qnestious,  that  tbe 
king  himself  ordered'him  to  be  discharged.  The  reverend 
Mr.  Carstaires,  a  Scots  divine,  was  put  to  tbe  torture  of  the 
thummikins  in  Scotland,  to  extort  a  confession ;  both  his 
tiiumbs  being  braised  between  two  irons  till  the  marrow 
was  almost'  forced  out  of  the  bones :  this  be  bore  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  without  making  any  confession.  Next  day 
they  brought  him  to  undergo  the  torture  of  tbe  booty  but 
bis  arms  being  swelled  with  the  late  torture,  and  he  already 
in  a. fever,  made  a  declaration  of  all  that  he  knew,  which 
ftmouAted  to  no  more  than  some  loose  discourse  of  what 
might  be  fit  to  be  done,  to  preserve  their  liberties  and  the 
Protestant  religion,  if  there  should  be  a  crisis ;+  but  he 
vindicated  himself  and  his  brethren  in  England  from  all 
assassinating  designs,  which,  he  said,  they  abhorred.  Dr. 
South  was  desired  to  write  the  history  of  this  plot ;  but  Dr. 
Sprat^  afterward  bishop  of  Rochester,  performed  it,  though 
at  the  Revolution  he  disowned  it  so  far- as  to  declare,  that 
king  James  had  altered  several  passages  in  it  before  it  was 
published.  Bishop  Burnet  adds,  that  when  the  congratu- 
latory  addresses  for  the  discovery  of  this  plot  had  gone  all 

-^ ■ ■■■-''     '■■■.     ■       .  ■'        1 : 7—— 1 ■■_ — -  ■  ■■.."   *      ■*   >       .      ■  . 

Of  beaT'n  it  oapnoi  bnt  despair, 
If  M J  pope  be  twakej  there ; 
And  hell  it  ue'r  mast  eDtertato, 
For  there  ii  sU  tyrumie  reign. 
?  Where  goes  it  then  ?     When 't  oaght  to  go. 
Where  popo  nor  deril  have  to  do." 
Bennet'e  lleawritl,  p.  Sd9.— Bd. 

•  ■•  Dr.  Grey  refSnrs  to  "  copies  of  informations,"  In  the  appendix  to  Sprat's  accoont 
ibr  a  deposition  signed  by  Mr.  Carstaires,  saying,  *'  The  deponent  did  tiOmmanicate 
tfie  design  on  foot  to  Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  GriflBth,  and  Mr.  Mead,. at  Stepney»wfaQ  alt  oon- 
corred  in  promoting  of  it,  and  desired  it  might  take  effect.** — Dr.  Grey,  by  this  qao- 
tation,  means  to  implicate  tbose.gentlemen  in  the  most  atrocions  part  of  this  plot.  Bat 
the  question  retarns,  what  was  the  design  on  foot  1  what  were  the  natare  and  extent  of 
it  ? — Mr.  Neal  immediately  informs  as  j  in  his  report  of  the  amooot  of  Carstaire's  con- 
Afssion,  that  it  did  not  go  to  any  assassination,  bnt  only  tcr  preserTlng  their  Kberties 
and  the  Protestant  religion.  As  to  Mr.  Mead,  in  particular,  he  went  ihto  HoUand  on 
tliis  occasion :  and  after  his  return  to  Engfaiid;  he  was  sommoMd  to  appear  beforo 
king  Charles  at  the  privy-council,  where  he  fnUy  ^indtoatod'hisiniocence,  and  was 
perfectly  discharged.  Pierce's.  ViadieatioB  of  the  Dissenters,  part  1.  p.  958.  Mr. 
Mead  carried  with  him  into  Holland  the  son  (theeleveotiioCtliirteen  children),  whom 
he  placed  onder  an  excellent  master,  wha  afterward  rose  to  the  first  eminence  as  a 
scholar  and  physician.  Granger's  Hiitlory,  vol.  3.  p.  S33.»-*Bd. 
t  Bamet,  f  ol.  2.  p.  426-430. 
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round  fiii^dftd^  the  grand  juries  knadehtgh  presettttM&ts 
agtiinst  all  wlio  were  actoudted  whige  ai»l  Noneoafdrtttistd. 
Great  paiuB  were  taken  to  lind  out  teore.  witaesset ;  par* 
dans  and  rewards  Were  ^fiek-ed  very  freely  to  tbe  guilty^  but 
Hone  cui^  Jiif  wbieb  made  it  evident^  says  his  lordehtpy  thtt 
notlUBg  was  no  well  latdf  or  hrouglit  so  near  exeeutioti,  ae 
tbe  witnesses  had  depojsed,  other  wis*  the  people  would  ha¥« 
crowded  in  for  pardons.  Bishop  Kenn^t  says,*  that  tbo 
dissenters  bore  all  the  odium,  and  were  not  only  branded 
&r  express  rebels  and  villains^  in  niUltitodeS'  of  oongratu- 
latory  and  tory  addresses  from  all  parts  of  the  hitigdoai)  but 
were  severely  arraigned  by  the  hihg  Uaiself^  in  a  deobttH*' 
tioa  to  all  his  loving  subjects^  read  iU-  all  thevbilrches  on 
Sunday  September  9«  which  was  appmnted  as  a  day  off 
thftnk^iving^  and  solemaizedi  after  an  eittradrdinarf  asan** 
ner,  wiUi  mighty  pomp  and  magnffioeace.  There  waa 
hardly  a  parish  in  England  that  was  tet  at  A  consitbrablo 
expense  to  testify  their  joy  and  satisfaction :  nay,  the  Papists 
celebrated  in  all  their  chapels  in  London  an  extriu>rdinary. 
service  on  that  account  $  so  that  these  had  their  places  of 
public  worship,  though  the  Protestant  dissenters  were  do* 
nied  them. 

The  Quakers  avowed  their  innocence  of  the  plot  in  an 
address  to  the  king  at  Win43or,t  presented  by  G.  White- 
beady  Parker,  and  two  more,  wherein  they  appeal  to  tho 
Searcher  of  all  hedrts,  that  '^  their  prineiples  do  not  allow 
them  to  take  up  defensive  arms,  much  less  to  avenge  them« 
selves  for  the  injuries  they  receive  from  others.  That  they 
continually  pray  for  tbe  king's  safety  and  preservation,  and 
therefore  tftke  this  occasion  humbly  to  beseech  hts  majesty, 
to  compassionate  their  suffering  friends,  with  whom  the 
jnils  isre  so  filled,  that  they  want  air,  to  the  apparent  bayard 
of  their  lives,  and  to  the  endangering  an  infection  in  divers 
pldces.  Besides,  many  houses^  shops,  barns,  and  fields,  are 
ransacked^  and  the  goods,  eorn^  and  cattle,  swept  away,  to 
the  discouraging  of  trade  and  husbandry,  and  impovertsitrng 
great  numbers  of  quiet  and  industrious  people ;  and  this 
for  nd  other  cause  but  for  the  exercise  of  a  tender  con- 
scienoe,  in  the  worship  of  Almigbty  God>  who  is  sovei^ejg^ 
Lord  and  King  in  men's  congciences ." 

•P«go46«.  .  tSewel,p.5^1 
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But  this  address  made  no  impression:*  all  things  pro- 
ceeding triumphantly  on  the' side  of  the  prerogative  ;t  the 
court  did  what  they  pleased ;  the  king  assumed  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  city  of  London  into  his  own  hands,  and  appoint- 
ed a  mayor,  sheriffs,  and  aldermen,  without  the  election  of 
the  people ;  sermons  trere  filled  with  the  principles  of  ab- 
solute obedience  and  nonresistance,  which  were  carried 
higher  than  ever  their  forefathers  had  thought  of  or  prac- 
tised. The  university  of  Oxford  passed  a  decree^  in  full 
convocation,  July  81, 1683, against  certain  pernicious  books 
and  damnable  doctrines,  destructive  to  the  sacred  persons 
of  princes,  their  state  and  government,  and  all  human  so- 
ciety.§  It  consists  of  twenty-seven  propositions,  extract- 
ed from  the  writings  of  Buchanan,  Baxter,  Owen,  Milton, 
J.  Goodwin,  Hobbs,  Cartwright,  Travers,  and  others,  who 
had  maintained  that  there  was  an  original  contract  between 
king  and  people ;  and  that  when  kings  subvert  the  consti- 

*  The  king;  was  tonohed,  for  the  inomeot>  with -the  exhibition  it  gave  of  the  on- 
reaeonable  and  unmerited  sufferings  of  the  Quakers,  and  said  (o  one  of  his  courtiers* 
•landing  bj,  "  What  shall  we  do  for  this  people  ?  the  prisons  are  fall  of  them  P"  The 
partj  to  whom  this  query  was  pot,  to  di?ert  his  attention,  drew  him  into  conversation 
upon  some  other  topie,  so  that  Ultle  or  no  relaxation  of  the  oppressive  measures  re« 
salted  from  this  address,  nor  during  the  remainder  uf  the  king's  reign.  Cough's 
Hislorj  of  the  Qaakers,  vol.  3.  p.  8,  9. — Ed. 

*  Kennet,  p.  410. 

%  This  decree  was  drawn  up  bj  Dr.  Jane,  dean  of  Gloucester,  and  the  king's  prb« 
lessor  of  divinity,  and  subscribed  by  the  whole  convocation.  It  was  presented  to  (he 
king  with  great  solemnity  on  the  24th  of  July  following,  and  very  graciously  received. 
It  was  ordered,  in  perpetual  memory  of  it,  to  be  entered  in  the  registry  of  the 
convooation,  and,  to  be  stuck  up  in  the  different  colleges  and  halls.  Farther  to  coun- 
teract the  spread  and  inflnence  of  the  propositions  against  which  it  was  levelled,  all 
readers,  tolocs,  oatechists,  and  others,  to  whom  the  instruction  and  care  of  youth  were 
committed,  were  commanded,  to  instruct  and  ground  their  scholars  in  "  that  most 
Beoeisary  doctrine,  which  in  a  manner  is  the  badge  and  character  of  the  church  of 
England,  of  submitting  to  erery  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake,  whether  it  be 
to  the  king  as  supreme,  or  unto  governors,  as  unto  them,  that  are  sent  by  hiip,  for  the' 
punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  them  that  do  vrell ;  teaching  that  this 
•ubmission  is  to  be  clear,  absolute,  and  withoot  any  exception  of  any  state  or  order 
of  men."    High-church  Politics,  p.  89. 

§  Another  proof  of  the  intolerant  spirit  which  dictated  the  decrees  of  the  univer- 
sity at  this  time,  offers  in  its  treatment  of  t)r.  Whitby,  prscentor  of  the  ohorch  of 
.  Sarum.  This  learned  writer  published  in  this  year,  1683,  without  his  name,'  his 
"  Protestant  Reconciler,"  humbly  pleading  for  oondescmsion  to  dissenting  brethren^ 
in  things  indifferent  and  uouecessary,  for-  the  sake  of  peace ;  and  shewing  how 
unreasonable  it  is  to  make  such  things  the  necessary  conditions  of  communion. 
This  book  gave  such  high  offence,  that  it  was  conderiined  by  the  unirersity  on  the 
above-mentioned  day.  and  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  marshal  in  the  schools'  quad- 
rangle. The  author  was  also  obliged  by  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain. 
Id  make  a  public  retractatnon  4>f  it  on  the  9th  of  the  ensuing  October.  And  in  the 
same  year,  to  remore  the  clamour  his  piece  had  raised,  he  published  a  second  part, 
"  earnestly  persuading  the  dissenting  laity  to  join  in  full  communion  with  the  church 
of  England,  and  answering  all  the  objections  of  the  Nonconformists  against  the  law- 
fulness of  the  submission  to  the  rites  and  constitutions  of  that  church."  Birch's  Life 
of  Archbishop  Tillotson,  p.  103 — 105.— Eir. 
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tution  of  their  country,  and  become  absolute  tyrants,  they 
forfeit  their  right  to  the  governnient,  and  may  be  resisted: 
these  and  pther  propositions  of  a  like  nature,  they  declare 
to  be  impious,  seditious,  scandalous,  damnable,  heretical, 
blasphemous,  and  infamous  to  the  Christian  religion.  They 
forbid  their  students  to  read  those  writers,  and  ordered 
their  books  to  be  burnt.  But  how  well  they  practised  their 
own  doctrines  at  the  Rev.olution,  will  be  seen  in  its  proper 
place ;  and  one  of  queen  Anne's  parliaments  ordered  the 
decree  itself  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hang* 
man.* 

Dr.  Benjamin  Calamy,  rector  of  St.  Lawrence  Jewry,  in 
one  of  his  printed  sermons  entitled  ^*  A  Scrupulous  Con- 
science," invited  the  Nonconformists  to  examine  what  each 
party  had  to  isay  for  themselves  with  respect  to  tike  cere- 
monies imposed  by  the.  church,  and  enforced  by  the  penal 
laws,  calling  upon  them  modestly  to  propose  their  doubts, 
and  meekly  to  hearken  to  and  receive  instruction.  In  com- 
pliance with  this  invitation,  Mr.  Thomas  Delaune,  an  Ana- 
baptist schoolmaster,  and  a  learned  man,t  printed  a. Plea 
for  the  Nonconformists,  shewing  the  true  state  of  their  case, 
^nd  justifying  their  separation.  But  before  it  was  publish- 
edj  he  was  apprehended  by  a  messenger  from  the  press,  and 
shut  up  close  pridoner.iu  Newgate,  by.  warrant  from  the  re- 
corder Jenner,  dated  November  SO,  1683.  Mr.  Delaune 
wrote  to  Dr.  Calamy  to  endeavour  his  enlargement :  ^'^My 
confinement  (says  he)  is  for  accepting  your  invitation;  I 
look  upon  you  obliged  in  honour  to  procure  my  sheets,  yet 

•  CoHyer,  902. 
-    t  Mr.  Delaane  WHS  born  at  Brini  in  Ireland,  abont  three  miles  from  Riggsdale. 
Hi*  parents  were  Papists  (md  Terjr  poor,  and  •  rented  part  of  the  estate  of  Riggs* 

esq*  This  gen^eman,  observing  the  early  and  forward  parts  of  the  yoang  Delanne, 
placed  him  in  a  friary  at  Kilorash,  seved  miles  from  Cork,  where  he  received  his 
education  ',  when  he  was  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Kinsale, 
and  met  with  Mr.  Bampfield,  who,  discovering  his  genius  and  learning,  made  him 
clerk  of  his  pilchard  fishery^  there,  and  was  the  means  of  giving  his  mind  a  pious  and 
virtuous  turn.  After  some  years,  during  which  he  enjoyed  the  high  esteem  and 
friendship  of  major  Riggs  and  Mr.  Bampfield,  persecution  and  troubles  induced  him 
to  leave  Ireland,  and  come  over  into  Bngland,  where  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Edward  Hutchinson,  who  had  been  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Ormond,  but  was 
also  come  to  England  on  account  of  the  troubles  of  the  times.  After  this  Mr.  De^ 
ianne  went  to  London,  kept  a  grammar-school  there,  and  fell  into  an  intiuiUcy  and 
strict  friendship  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Keach,  and  translated  the  Philologia  Sacr;t,  pre- 
fixed to  his  celebrated  work,  entitled,,"  A  Ke^  to  open  Scripture  Metaphors."  The 
narrative  published  with  the  subsequent  editions  of  his  "  Plea  for  the  Nonbonform- 
ists,"  fully  represents  the  series  of  sufferings  under  which  he  sunk,  and  the  process 
of  the  iniquitbos  prosecutiou  to  which  he,  hb  wife  and  children,  became  a  sacrific^^ 
—Ed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486  HISTORY  OF    ' 

unfinished,  n  publie  j^Mport,*  and  tp  me  my  liberty— -lh*M 
is  notUag  in  then  but  a  Aiir  examination  of  those  things 
your  sermon  invited  to,  and  I  cannot  0nd  thftt  Christ  and 
his  diaeiples  ever  forced  scrupulous  conscience^  to  eon- 
fsmilty,  bj  sash  aiethods  as  sending  them  to  Newgate ;  I 
beseech  yon  tbefefore  in  the  ibar  of  God,  as  you  will  answer 
it  to  our  great  ]L<ord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ,  that  you  would 
endeayeur  to  convince  a  stranger  by  something  more  like 
teason  and  divinity,  than  a  prison/'  The  doctcnr  at  first 
eaid,  be  vroold  do  htm  all  the  kindness  that  became  him.f 
But  in  answer  to  a*  second  letter,  he  said,  he  looked  upon 
himself  as  unconcerned,  because  he  was  not  mentioned  in 
that  sheet  he  saw  with  the  recorder.  Mr.  Delaune  insisted 
that  his  honour  was  at  stake  for  his  deliverance,  and  prayed 
him  at  least  to  perform  the  office  of  a  divine,  in  Visiting  him 
Is  prison,  to  argue  him  out  of  his  doubts ;  but  the  doctor, 
)ike  an  ungenerous  adversary,  deserted  him«  Mr.  Delaune 
thereibre  waste  be  convinced  by  an  indiotment  at  law;  for 
that  on  November  SO,  he  did  by  force  of  arms,  &c.  unlaw* 
iUly,  aeditiously,  and  malieiou^y,  write,  print,  and  publ^b, 
|i  certain  false,  seditious,  and  scandalous  libel,  of  and  con« 
oeroiag  our  lord  the  king )  and  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
entitled,  <<  A  Plea  for  the  Nonconformists.**  For  whioh 
cfience  he  was  fined  one  hundred  mark«,  and  to  he  kept 
prisoner  till  he  paid  it ;  to  find  security  for  his  good  be- 
haviour for  oi^  year,  and  his  books  to  be  burnt  before  tbe 
Royal  Exebange.    The  court  told  him,  that  in  respect  ef 

^  It  if  to  he  o^tCTTftd,  tbftt  Bfitwithstaadiiig^  all  th»  attempt*  uaed  %o  ssppieet  Mi^ 
Delaone's  tract,  to  obstruct  its  reception,  and  to  prevent  its  effeeA  oik  th«  pnbtie 
mind,  bjF  seveifi^a  agaioa^  iu  antUor,  sod  by  commttiBf  ih9  pm»  U«eif  to  the 
fbme^,  there  was  a  gre«<  demand  for  \%,  «i|d  before  (he  jear  1733,  tbeve  haA  be«« 
aev  eiiteen.  ipipreasioni^  ^f  i^. — 1B^^, 

t  Mr,  Neal's  ^oount  ^t  J^r.  Cylan^'y  oo^dqpt  t«^«rd9  Mf*  DtlaWQ.  is  irawa 
frein  tHe  ipjar^d  sa#'erer's  mMn^^tr^t  »»4  U  ifvm  ke  aU«w94*  t|i«t  i|  raSenta  o«  the 
^OQtor'f  ^aracter  and  memqry.  Bot  t^bongli  bj  ^  leplyiay  Hi  hiA  ho«k,  aer  liuh 
ing  |um»  h^  appeared  to  desert  \m ;  jet  i(  «|^iMCirs  thai  the  M«a«iow  wbicli  Mr^  Per 
}w\ne,  in  Us  afflicted  sitoation,  felt  a«  %  seyef  e  neglM*  W9ft  ^en^f^red  with  noie  at- 
tention to  bi«  case  and  kindaeas  tba«  h^  a^mft  If  kve  knom  of.  iPw  Ds^  Ribaiiad 
Calamj  sajs, "  tbal  h\^  ^nffhe  toqk  pawp  wUk  Jelleriea  U>  g^  km  fe^af«d»  biU  e«ald 
Kiot  pxevail,  which  w^  do  mk^  t^o^hle  t«  h^m."  ]^p.  Cak^  wt»  ik  wa»  gwailj  re^ 
fpiect^d ;  anfd,  though  a  Uroe  s^  <^  the  oharo(^  av^w^  |«  pertef«Uoii.  He  was  a  ww 
of  great  ha^anitj,  cQi^^eQa«  avd  M^ble  io  hU  depo;iqie«A»  aNd  wseaipUMr^  in  hii^ 
Ufe..  His  sermons  were  reckoned  to  possess  gf e#|i  wkmkk  No  hooks  in  hk  stq^  9f^ 
jmted  to  have  been  as  mo^  qs^d  »S  Mr.  Perki«'«  W9K\At  ffifmMy  his  "  Gases  of 
Uopacieqce/^  vi^i^dk  were  fuX\  of  park«  and  99Qr«s.  Hc^  die4  when  a  MtUq  twniysd  of 
fQrlj  years  of  age.  The  treatmeii^l  whtoh  his  veighhoQv  vid  particular  ^iesvA  aldevr 
man  Cornis^  received,  greatly  fiffec^d  hiin,  and  is  tb^flght  %a  have  hiMieiied  hi«  end^ 
Dr.  Galamy's  own  Lifb,  MS*  and  Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  3.  second  edit. — Bo« 
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bis  being  a  Atholar,  he  sfaouhl  not  be  pilloried,  tbougfa  h^ 
deserved  it.  Mr.  Delaune,  not  being  able  to  pay  his  finc^, 
lay  ia  prison  fifteen  months,  and  suffered  great  hardships 
by  extreme  poverty,  having  no  subsistence  but  on  charity. 
He  had  a  wife  and  two  small  children  wiib  hitn.  Who  all 
died  in  the  jail,  through  the  letigth  and  closeness  of  the 
confinement,  and  other  inconveniences  they  endured  ;*  and 
at  length  Mr.  Delaune  himself  sunk  under  his  sufferings, 
and  died  in  Newgate,  a  martyr  to  the  challenge  of  this 
high-church  champion. 

Mr.  Francis  Bampfield  suffered  the  like,  or  greater  hard- 
ships; he  had  been  educated  in  Wadham*college,  Oxford, 
and  was  minister  of  Sherborne  in  Dorsetshire.^  After  the 
act  of  uniformity,  he  continued  preaching  as  he  had  oppor- 
tunity in  private,  till  he  was  imprisdned  for  five  days  and 
nights^  with  twenty-five  of  his  hearers  in  one  room,  with 
only  one  bed^  where  th^y  spent  their  time  in  religious  exer- 

*  The  ]<tory  of  Mr.  Pelaane  is  very  affecting,  and  cannot  boft»  at  thin  diitance  oC 
time,  looTe  pitj  and  resentment.  *'  The  fate  of  himself  and  family,  perisbinf  in 
New]|^te  for  want  of  70/.  (observes  the  candid  editor  of  the  Biographia  Britanmca, 
f  d  edit.)  is  not  only  a  disgrace  to  the  general  spirit  of  the  times,  bal  casM  peooKar 
dishonour  on  the  Nonconformists  of  that  period.  Tboagh  there  was  probably  some- 
thing in  his  disposition  which  occasioned  bis  having  but  few  friends,  a  man  of  hia 
knowledge,  learning,  and  integrity,  ought  not  to  have  been  so  fataHy  neglected.  Per* 
hapB  the  only  apology  wbieh  can  be  made  for  the  dissenters  of  king  Charles  II.'s  reign 
is,  that  whilst  so  many  of  their  ministers  were  in  a  persecuted  atate,  it  wAs  impost 
sible  for  every  case  of  distress  to  be  duly  regarded."  To  this  may  be  addod^th* 
great  nnmber  of  cases  of  distress,  arising  from  the  prosecution  and  sufferings  of  the 
lay-dissenters.  Mr.  Jeremy  White  told  Mr.  John  Waidron  of  Bxeter,  that  the  com^- 
potation  of  those  who  suffered  for  nonconformity^  between  the  Restoration  and  tlieRar 
irolulion,  amoanted  to  seventy  thousand  families  rained,  and  eight  tbonsand  persona 
destroyed;  and  the  computation  was  not  finished,  when  this  "number  wag  ascertained; 
The  sources  of  beneficence,  were  also  diminished  by  the  effect  of  the  measures  pur- 
•ned  on  kade.  For  the  eastoms  pud  in  Bristol  only  arose,  in  Charles's  persecntioQ^ 
not  to  30»000Z.  per.  annam ;  but  in  king  Witiiam'a  reign  Ihey  idvanoed  to  near 
100,0001,    Waldron*s  copy  of  Neal,  penes  »»«.— Ed. 

t  Mr*  Bampfield  waa  descended  from  aft  ancient  and  honourable  family  in  Devon- 
shire. The  first  living  ho  held  was  BMro  valuable  than  that  of  Shertioitie,  being 
about  100/.  per  annum  i  and  having  an  annuity  of  80/.  per  annum  settled  on  him  for 
life,  he.  spent  all  the  income  of  his  place  in  acta  of  charity,  by  employing  the  poor 
that  could  work,  relieving  the  necessities  of  those  who  were  incapable  of  dny  \ti- 
bour,  and  distributing  Bibles  and  practical  books.  Soon  after  bis  ejectment  he  vi^as 
imprisoned  for  worshipping  God  in  his  own  fiunily ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  thai  not- 
withstanding be  was  prosecuted  with  severity,  he  bad  been  aealous  against  the  par- 
liament's  army  and  Oliver's  usurpation,  and  always  a  strenoous  advocate  for  the  royal 
cause.  When  be  resided  in  Londop  he  formed  a  cburoh  on  the  principles  of  the 
Sabbatarian  Baptists  at  Pinners'-hall,  of  which  principles  he  was  a  zealous  assertor. 
He  was  a  celebrated  preacher,  and  a  man  of  serious  piety.  He.  boro  bis  long  im- 
prtsonment  with  great  courage  and  patience,  and  gathered  a  ohureh  even  in  the  plaee 
of  coafinemenl.  His  fellow-prisonera  lamented  him,  as  w«U  as  his  acquaintance  and 
friends.  Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  1.  p.  46Q — 47S.  Crosby 'a  History  of  th^. 
Baptists,  vol.  1.  p.  363—368.     Vol.  2.  p.  355— 361.— Ed. 
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cises ;  but  afteir  some  time  he  was  releasedl*  Soon  after  he 
was  apprehended  again,  and  lay  nine  years  in  Dorchester 
jail,  though  he  was  a  person  of  unshaken  loyalty  to  the 
king,  and  against  the  parliament  war;  but  this  availed 
nothing  to  his  being  a  Nonconformist.  He  afterward  re* 
tired  to  London,  where,  being  again  apprehended,  he  was 
shut  up  in  Newgate,  and  there  died  February  16, 1583—4. 
He  was  for  the  seventh  day  sabbath,  but  a  person  of  un- 
•questionable  seriousness  and  piety. 

With  him  might  be  mentioned  Mr.  Ralphson,  a  learned 
man,  and  a  fellow-sufferer  with  Mr.  Delaune  in  Newgate. 
On  the  10th  of  December,  a  bill  was  found  against  him  by 
the  grand  jury  of  London ;  on  the  ISth  of  the  same  month 
he  pleaded  Not  guilty  at  the  Old  Bailey.    On  the  16th  of 
January  he  was  called  to  the  sessions-house,  but  other  trials 
proving  tediousy  his  did  not  come  on^    The  next  day  he 
was  brought  to  the  outer  bar ;  and  after  an  attendance  of 
divers  hours  in  a  place  not  very  agreeable,  and  in  the  sharp- 
est winter  that  had  been  known,  he  contracted  a  violent  cold, 
which  issued  in  a  fever,  that  carried  him  as  well  as  Mr. 
Bampfield  beyond  the  reach  of  tyrants,  or  the  restraint  of 
bail-docks  and  press-yards,  to  the  mansions  of  everlasting 
rest.t    Mr.  Philips,  partner  with  Mr.  Bampfield,  suffered 
eleven  months'  imprisonment  in  Ilchester  jail,  in  a  nasty 
stinking  hole,  to  the  great  hazard  of  his  life.    Mr.  French, 
of  Town-Maulin,  was  confined  six  months  in  Maidstone 
common  jail,  in  a  hard  winter,  without  fire  or  candle,  or 
any  private  apartment. 

Mr.  Salkeld,  the  ejected  minister  of  Worlington  in  Sufi- 
folk,  was  fined  100/.  and  committed  to  the  common  jail  of 
St.  Edmundsbury,):  for  saying,  Popery  was  coming  into 
the  nation  apace,  and  no  care  taken  to  prevent  it.  He 
lay  in  prison  three  years,  and  was  not  discharged  till  the 
year  1686. 

•  CalAmj,  Tol.  9.  p.  260.  t  Calamj't  Abridg.  toI.  2.  p.  259—377. 

i  It  aggravated  the  ioiqoity  as  well  as  severitj  of  this  sentence,  that  manj  bandreds 
of  Mr.  SiSkeld's  hearers  could  testifj  that  what  he  said  was  not  said  as  bis  own  lan- 
gnage,  bnt  that  of  the  parUament.  Daring  his  confinement  he  was  helpful  to  his 
fellow-prisoners  both  as  a  minister  and  a  cheerful  Christian.  His  table  was  famish- 
ed by  his  friends  at^Bury,  and  his  fine  aflerward  remitted  bj  king  William.  Bot 
his  estate  was  much  weakened,  and  his  health  almost  mined  bj  his  imprisonments 
After  his  liberation  he  contioned  his  ministrj  at  Walsham  in  the  Willows,  and  died 
December  26, 1699,  aged  seventy-seven.  Palmer's  Non.,  Mem.  vol.  2.  p.  442, 443. 
— Kd. 
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.'  iVfr/tUcBard  Siretton  suffered  di  months'  imprlsMment 
this  year^  for  refiising  the  Oxford  oath,  in  company  with 
ten  ministers  more,  who  were/ also  his  fellow-prisoners.* 
Most  of  the  dissenting  ministers  wer6  forced  to  shift  their 
places  of  abode  to  avoid  discovery,  and  travel  in  long  nights 
and  cold  weather,  from  one  village  to  another,  to  preach 
to  their  people.  If  at  any  time  they  ventured  to  visit  their 
families  in  a  dark  night,  they  durst  not  stir  abroad,  but  went 
away  before  morning.  Some  spent  their  time  in  woods  and 
solitary  ^places;  others,  being  excommunicated,  removed 
with  theiir  effects  into  other  diocesses — ^great  numbers  of  th0 
common  people,  taken  at  private  meetings,  were  convicted 
as  rioters,  and  fined  lOi.  apiece ;  and  not  being  able  to  pay, 
were  obliged  to  remove  into  other  counties,  by  which  they 
lost  their  business,  and  their  families  were  reduced  to  want. 
J  forbear  to  mention  the  rudeness  offered  to  young  women, 
some  of  whom  were  sent  to  Bridewell,  to  beat  hemp  among 
rogues  and  thieves :  others,  that  were  married  and  with 
child,  received  irreparable  damages ;  even  children  were 
terrified  with  constables  and  halberdeers  breaking  open 
houses,  of  .whom  I  myself,  says  Mr.  Peirce,  being  very 
young,  was  one  example ;  and  the  writer  of  this  history 
could  mention  others.  '     - 

'  In  the  midst  of  these  violent  proceedings,  the  divines  of 
the  church  of  £ngland  published  the  London  Cases  against 
the  Nonconformists,  as  if  the  danger  of  religion  arose  from 
that  quarter ;  they  were  twenty-three  in  number,  and  have 
since  been  abridged  by  Dr.  Bennet.  ^These  champions  of 
the  church  were  very  secure  from  being  answered,  after  Mr. 
Delaune  had  so  lately  lost  his  life,  for  accepting  such  a 
challenge.t  They  must  therefore  have  the  field  to  them- 
iselves,  for  if  their  adversaries  wrote,  they  were  sure  to  be 
rewarded  with  fines,  ai.d  a. prison;  but  since  the  return  of 
liberty,  they  have  been  answered  separately  by  Mr.  Natha- 
^iei  Taylor,  Mr.  James  Peirce,  and  others. 
^  This  year  [1683]  died  Dr.  John  Owen,  one  of  the  most 
learned  of  the  Independent  divines ;  he  was  educated  in 
Queen's  college,  Oxford,  but  left  the  university  in  1637, 
being  dissatisfied  with  Laud's  innovations,  j:  He  was  a  strict 

♦  Calamy,  vol.  ^.  p.  676*  t  Peireo,  p.  «59. 

•     t  Calamj,  f  ol.  2.  p.  58.    Palmer's  Non.  Mem.  f  ol.  1.  p.  152<— .158. 
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Calviakt)  md  publidied  his  Djaplay  of  Anninianisiti  \n  IMS, 

for  which  the.  conunittee  of  religion  presented  him  to  thf 

laving  of  Fordham  ia  Essex.    In  1643  he  removed  to  Cog'* 

gesbell  iathe  same  countyt  where  he  first  declared  himaelf 

an  Independent,  and  gathered  a  church  according  to  the 

discipline  of  that  people.    He  often  preached  before  the 

long«'pai!lianienty  even  about  the  time  the  king  was  behead-r 

ed^  but  always  kept  his  sentiments  in  reserve  upon  such  9 

subgect .  Soon  afler,  Ueotenant-Jseneral  Cromwell  took  him 

ipto  his.sarvice  as  a  chaplain  in  his  expedition  to  Ireland) 

and  when  the  general  marched  to  Scotland^  he  obtained  an 

order  of  parliatpent  for  the.  doctor,  to  attend  him  thithen 

Upon  his  return,  he  was  preferred  to  the  deanery  of  Christ-' 

chuvchi  and  next  year  to  the  vice-chanceltorship  of  Oxford^ 

where  he  presided  with  great  reputation  and  prudence  for 

five  years.  He  always  behaved  like  a  gentleman  and  sdiolar, 

and  maintained  the  dignity  of  his  character.   The  writer  of 

his  life  says,  that  though  he  was  an  Independent  himself^hQ 

gave  most  of  the  vacant  livings  in  his  disposal  among  tha 

Presbyterians,  and  obliged  the  episcopal  party,  by  conniving 

at  an  assembly  of  about  three  hundred  of  them,  almost  over 

against  his  own  doors#  The  Oxford  historian.*  after  having 

treated  his  memory  with  the  most  opprobrious  language^, 

confesses,  that  he  was  well  skilled  in  the  tongbes,  in  r^b- 

*  Mr.  Wood  ref^resents  Dr.  Oiren  as  a  perjored  persoD,  a  time-serrer,  a  hjpo^ 
orilQ,  whoae  %(Mnw  waa  ^aivt*  ami  a  bUapbeaner  ;  and,  aa  if  this  were  not  safficienf  ^^ 
he  has  also  made  him  a  fop.     **  All  which  ^observes  Mr.  Granger,  with  eqaal  jodg- 
ment  and  candoar)  meahl  no  more  than  this ;  that  when  Dr.  Owen  entered  himaelf 
H  meaa^r  of  iha  vniTefHtj  of  Oxford,  lie  wa»  of  the  established  cbareh,  and  took 
the  Qsaal  oaths ;  that  he  turned  Independent,  preached  and  acted  as  Independents 
did,  took  the  oath  called  tbe  engagement,  and  accepted  of  preferment  from  CremweH; 
tliat  be  was  a  nas  of  gopd  p^soa  apd  hefaat ioiar,  and  liked  to  go  well  dresfied."^- 
«<  We  mast  be  extremely  oaatioos  (adds  this  aatbor),  how  we  form  oar  judgments 
of  characters  at  this  period ;  the  difference  of  it  fef#  mod^B  or  eeremonieii  io  religi-' 
omB  worship,  has  bee»  the  aearce  of  iftfinite  prejudice  and  nisrepreaeaiation.    llie 
practice  of  some  of  the  splenetic  writers  of  this  period,  remuds  me  of  the  painter,     ' 
well  known  by  the  appellation  of  Hellish  niAtegbeN,  who  so  acoaslomed  himself  to- 
pivmtifig  of  wite|iea»  imps,  and  denls,  thai  he  sometimes  made  but  little  differenee 
between  his  human  and  infernal  figures/'    To  Mr«  Neal's  delineation  of  Dr.  Owen^s 
character  maj  be  added,  that  he  was  hospitable  in  his  house,  geaereue  in  hia  ravoan^' 
a»d  obfrilftble  to  the  f^or^  especially  to  pooir  sehplara,  some  of  whoa  be  took  |ato 
hia  own  family,  maintained  at  his  own  charge,  and  educated  in  academical  learning. 
When  he  was  at  Tunbridge,  the  duke  of  York,  soTeral  timee,  sent  for  hitn,  aaA  een-- 
vers«4  with  him  coBoei:ningi  the  dissenters.    On  bis  retora  to  London  kinjif  Cbarlea. 
himself  sent  for  him,  abd  discoursed  with  him  two  hours ;  assuring  him  of  his  favour 
and  respect,  expressing  himsdf  a  friend  to  Uberty  of  oonaoienee,  and  hia  sense  of' 
the  wrong  done  to  the  dissenters.     At  the  same  time  he  gave  him  a  thousand  guineas 
to  distribute, among  thoae  who  had  suffered  most.    Granger's  Hifi^tory  of  England, 
▼ol.  3.  p.  sot,  309,  &«ta ;  and  IMmer'aJNoiiooii.  Heui.  vol.  1«  pv  1^4,  ldd»r— Ed. 
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Ibinical  learning,  and  in  the  Jewisb  lileB  aiid  cu»tiiBi»^  and 
that  he  was  one  of  the  most  genteel  and  fhirert  uriters^  that 
appeared  against  the  church  of  England.  The  doctor  had 
a  great  reputation  among  foreign  Protestants ;  and  when  he 
was  ejected  by  the  act  of  unifbrtnity,  was  implied  to  a  pro* 
fessortbip  in  the  United  Province*.  He  was  once  also  de- 
termined to  settle  in  New^England,  but  wan  stopped  by  ex- 
press order  from  the  council.  He  was  pastor  of  a  con- 
siderable congregation  in  London^  and  died  with  great 
calmness  and  composure  of  nvind,  on  Bartholemew-day 
1683.  His  works  are  very  numerous,  and  still  in  esteem 
among  the  dissenters ;  though  his  «tyle  is  a  little  intricate 
and  perplexed. 

[In  this  year  died,  aged  seventy-two,  Dr.  Benjamin  Which- 
cote,  the  friend  of  Tillotson.  He  was  of  an  ancient  and 
honoorable  family  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and  was  born  at 
Whichcote-hall  in  the  parish  ofStphe,  March  11, 1609.  He 
was  admitted  in  Emanuel-college,  Cambridge,  1^6,  and. 
graduated  bachelor  of  arts  1699,  master  of  arts  1633,  and 
bachelor  in  divinity  1640.  In  the  same  year  that  be  took 
Ins  second  degree,  he  was  elected  fellow  of  the  college-,  and 
bis  tutor,  Mr.  Thomas  Hill,  leavit^g  the  university  the  year 
after,  Dflr.  Whichcote  took  pupils,  and  beeaiae  very  conside- 
jrable  fi>r  his  learning  and  worth,  his  prudence  and  temper, 
hie  wisdom  and  moderation,  in  those  times  of  trial;  nor  was 
he  less  famrous  for  the  number,  rank,  and  character,  of  his 
pupils,  and  the  care  he  took  of  them.  Wallis,  Smith,  Wor-* 
tbington,  Cradock,  &;c.  studied  under  him.  In  1696,  he  set 
up  an  afternoon  lecture  in  Trinity-church  at  Oimhrtdgey 
which  he  served  twenty  years.  In  16^3,  the  master  and 
fellows  of  his  college  presented  htm  to  the  living  of  North-^ 
Cadbury,  in  Somersetshire.  But  he  was  soon  called  back  to 
Cambridge,  and  admitted  provost  of  King^s  college,  March 
19, 1644.*  In  1649,  he  was  created  doctor  in  divinity.  Here 
be  employed  his  credit,  weight,  and  influence,  to  advance 
and  spread  a  free  and  generous  way  of  thinking,  and  to  pro- 
mole  a  spirit  of  sober  piety  and  rational  religion.  Many^ 
whose  talents  and  learning  raised  them  to  great  eminence  a» 
divipes,  after  the  Eestoration,  were  fbrmed  by  him.  To  htsr 

*  See  before,  vol.  3.  p.  102,  text  and  note,  where  we  have  already  made  respect- 
ful mention  of  Dr.  Wbtehcete. 
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predecessor  in  the  provostship'  he  was  generous.  His  spirit 
was  too  Doble^  senrilely  to  follow  a  party.  At  the  Restora- 
tion he  was  removed  from  this  post,  on  accepting  of  which 
he  had  resigned  the  living  of  Cadbury,  and  he  was  elected 
and  licensed  to  (he  cure  of  St.  Anne's  Blackfiriars,  Novem- 
ber 1668.  This  church  was  burnt  down  in  the  .fire  of  1665, 
and  he  retired  for  a  while  to  Milton,  a  living  given  to  him  by 
his  college.  He  was  after  this  presented,  by  the  crown,  to 
the  vicarage  of  St.  Lawjrence  Jury,  which  was  his  last  stage. 
Here  he  continued,  in  high  and  general  esteem,  preaching 
twice  every  week,  till  his  death  in  1683.  One  volume  of 
Ills  sermons,  entitled  <<  Select  Discourses/'  was  published, 
after  his  death,  by  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury,  author  of  the 
'<  Characteristics,"  in  1698*  Three  others  by  Dr.  John 
Jeffery,  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  in  1701  and  1702,  and  a 
fiuirth  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  A  collection  of  his  **  Apho- 
rism^,"  was  printed  by  Dr.  S.  Salter,  in  1753.  See  the 
second  preface  to  which,  p.  16 — 27. — En. 

This  year  the  king,  by  the  assistance  of  the  tories  and 
Roman  Catholics,  completed  the  .ruin  of  the  constitution, 
and  assumed  the  whole  government  into  his  own  hands. 
The  whigs  and  Nonconfbrmists  were  struck  with  terror, 
by  the  severe  prosecutip.ns  of  the  heads  of  their  party .^ 
Mr.  Hampden  was  fined  40,000/.  sir  Samuel  Barnadlston 
10,000/.  for  defaming  the  evidence  in  the  Ryehouse  plot. 
Mr.  Speke  2000/.  and  Mr.  Braddon  1000/.  for  reporting 
that  the  earl  of  Essex  had  been  murdered  in  the  Tower. 
Mr.  John  Duttojdcolt  100,000/.  for  scandalum  magnatum 
against  the  duke  of  York,  who  now  ruled  all  at  court. 
Oates  was  fined  for  the  saoi^  crime  100,000/.  and  never 
released  till  after  the  Revolution.  Thirty-two  others  were 
fined  or  pilloried  for  libelling  the  king  or  the  duke  of 
York.  In  short,  the  greatest  part  of  the  history  of  this  year 
consists  of  prosecutions,  penalties,  and  punishments,  says 
Mr.  Echard.  At  the  same^time  the  earl  of  Danby  and  thi^ 
Popish  lords  were  released  out  of  the  Tower  on  bail,  the 
garrison  of  Tangier  was  brought  over  into  England,  and 
augmented  to  a  standing  army  of  four  or  five  thousand 
resolute. men,  fit  for  any  service  the  court  should  einploy 
them  in.    And  the  corporations  throughout  England,  hav- 

•  Rapio,  p.  73S«  and  note.    Eohard,  p.  1043^  1044. 
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ing  been  prevailed  with,  by  promises  or  threatenings,  i6 
surrender  their  charters^*  after  th^  example  of  London^ 
the  whole  kingdom  was  divested  of  its  privileges^  and  re-^ 
duced  to  an  absolute  monarchy.f  Whole  peals  of  anathe- 
mas were  rung  out  against  those  patriots^  who  stood  in  thcf 
way  against  this  inundation  of  power.  The  Scripture^ 
were  wrested  to  prove  the  divine  right  of  tyrants.  The  ab^ 
solute  government  of  the  Jewish  kings  was  preached  up  as 
a  pattern  for  ours4  And  Heaven  itself  was  ranked  on  that 
side^  by  some  who  pretended  to  expound  its  will.  Instead 
of  dropping  a  tear  over  our  expiring  laws,  liberties,  and 
parliaments,  fulsome  panegyrics  were  made  upon  their 
murderers,  and  curses  denounced  on  those  who  would  hav^ 
saved  them  from  destruction. 

In  this  melancholy  situation  of  public  affairs  the  prose« 
cution  of  the  Nonconformists  was  continued^  and  egged  oii 
with  an  infatuation  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  any  Pro- 
testant nation.  Dr.  Barlow,  ^bishop  of  Lincoln,  published 
a  letter  for  spiriting  up  the  magistrates  against  the  dissent- 
ers, in  concurrence  with  another  drawn  up  by  the  justices 
of  peace  of  Bedford,  bearing  date  January  14,  1684.  Many 
were  cited  into  the  spiritual  courts,  excommunicated,  and 
ruined.    Two  hundred  warrants  of  distress  were  issued  out 

*  AmoDg^  others,  the  charter  of  the  oily  of  Chester  was  sorrendered,  and  a  new  one 
joyfnll J  accepted,  by  which  a  power  was  reserved  to  the  crown  to  pat  out  magistratev^ 
and  pat  in  at  pleasure.  This  is  mentioned  to  introduce  an  instance  of  the  conduct 
of  the  dissenters  of  that  day,  which  reflects  honour  on  their  integrity,  and  shews  faow' 
far  they  were  from  the  affectation  of  power;  as  it  was  also  a  proof  of  a  disinterested 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country.  About  August 
1688,  one  Mr.  Trinder  was  sent  to  Chester  to  new-model  the  corporation  according  to 
the  power  above  mentioned.  He  applied  to  Mr.  Henry,  in  the  king's  name,  and  told, 
him,  that "  his  majesty  thought  the  government  of  the  city  needed  reformation,  and  if 
be  would  say  who  should  be  put  out,  it  should  be  done."  Mr:  Henry  said;  "  he 
begged  his  pardon,  but  it  was  none  of  his  business,  nor  would  he  in  the  last  inter-, 
meddle  in  a  thing  of  that  nature."  Trinder,  however,  got  instructions  from  others.' 
The  charter  was  cancelled,  and  anolher  of  the  same  import  was  made  out  and  sent 
down,  nominating  to  the  government  all  the  dissenters  of  note  in  the  city;  the  seniors, 
to  be  aldermen,  and  the  juniors  common-eouncil-men.  When  the  persons  named  in  it 
were  called  together  to  have  notice  of  it,  and  to  have  the  time  fixed  for  their  being 
sworn,  like  true  Englishmen,  they  refused  it,  and  desired  that  the  ancient,  charier, 
might  be  re-established,  though  they  knew  that  none  of  them  would  come  into  power 
by  that,  but  many  of  those  who  were  their  bitter  enemies  would  be  restored.  Ac- 
cordingly the  old  charter  was  renewed  in  the  same  state  wherein  it  was  when  the 
tones  surrendered  it.  Mr.  Th6mpson*s  MS.  ooUeotions,  l^der  the^  word  Chester. 
—Ed. 

t  Wei  wood's  Memoirs,  p.  130. 

'  t  Mr.  Waldron,  of  Exeter,  has  written  here  in  his  copy  of  Mr.  Neal's  work  ihe' 
following  note :  *'  The  public  orator  of  Cambridge,  in  a  speech  to  the  king  at  New- 
market, told  hin,  that  they  hoped  to  see  the  king  of  England  as  absolute  as  the  kings 
of  Israel :  as  Thomas  Quicks,  Esq,  told  me,  who  stood  behind  him.    3^  W." 
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upon  private  pora^ns  and  families)  in  the  town  and  neigh^ 
bourhood  of  V-xhti/iget  for  frequenting  conventicles,  or  not 
resgrting  to  church.*  An  order  was  made  by  the  jnstices 
c^  Exeter,  promising  a  reward  of  40s.  to  any  one  who 
should  apprehend  a  Nonconformist  minister,  which  the 
bishop  of  the  diocess.  Dr.  Lamplugh^  commanded  to  be 
published  in  all  the  chu)-ches>  by  his  clergy»  on  the  follow- 
ing Sunday.  The  reverend  Dr*  Bates,  Dr.  Annesley,  and 
many  of  their  brethren  in  the  ministry,  had  their  goods 
seized  and  confiscated,  Mr. Mayot  of  Oxford,  a  mo- 
derate Conformist,  having  left  Mr^  Baxter  600/.  to  distribute 
among  sixty  poor  ejected  ministers ;  the  lord-keeper  North 
took  it  from  him»  as  given  to  a  superstitious  use ;  but  it  lying 
unappropriated  in  the  court  of  chancery  till  after  the  Revo- 
lutioAy  it  was  n^tored  by  the: commissioners  of  the  gr6at  seal 
under  king  William.  Soon  after  the  justices  sent  warrants 
to  apprehend  Mr.  Baxter,  as  being.,  one  in  a  list  of  a  thou* 
sand  names,  who  were  to  be  bound  to  their  good  behavionr 
upon  latent  convictions,  that  is,  without  seeing  their  accu^ 
sers,  or  being  made  acquainted  with  their  eharge.f  Mr. 
Baxter  refusing  to  open  his  doors,  the  officers  forced  into 
his  house,  and  finding  him  locked  up  in  bis  study,  they  re* 
solved  to  starve  him  from  thence,  by  setting  six  men  at  the 
door,  to  whom  he  was  obliged  next  day  to  surrender.  They 
then  carried  him  to  the  sessions-house  two  or  three  times, 
and  bound  him  in  a  bond  of  400/.  so  that  if  his  friends  had 
not  been  sureties  for  him,  contrary  to  his  desire,  he  must 
bave  died  in  prison,  as  many  excellent  persons  did  about 
this  time. 

Jefieries,  now  lord-chief-justice  of  England,  who  was 
scandalously  vicious,  and  drunk  every  day,  besides  a  drunk- 
enness of  fury  in  his  temper  that  looked  like  madness,  was 
prepared  for  any  dirty  work  the  court  should  put  him  upon,  j: 
Se{^ember  SS,  1684,  Mr.  Thomas  Rosewel,  the  dissenting 
minister  at  Rotherhithe,  was  imprisoned  in  the  Gate-house 
Westminster,  for  high-treason ;  and  a  bill  was  found  against 
him  at  the  quarter-sessions,  upon  which  he  was  tried  No- 
vember 8,  at  the  King's-bench-bar,  by  a  Surrey  jury,  before 
lord-cbiefjustice  Jefferies,  and  his  brethren,  viz.  Witbins, 

•  Howe'i  Life,  p.  80.  t  Baxter,  pMi  3L  p.  198. 

t  Burnet,  vol.  2.  p.  444.  4i5. 
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HoUoway,  and  Walcot.  He  was  indieted  for  the  following 
expressions  in  bis  sermon,  September  -14.  That  the  king 
eotiid  not  cure  the  king's  eril,  bat  that  priests  and  prophets 
by  their  prayers  coald  heal  the  griefs  of  the  people — That 
we  had  had  two  widLed  kings  (meaning  the  present  king  and 
his  father)^  whom  we  can  resemble  to  no  other  person  but  to 
the  most  wicked  Jeroboam ;  and  that  if  they  (meaning  his 
hearers)  would  stand  to  their  principles,  he  did  not  doubt 
but  they  should  overcome  their  enemies  (meaning  the  kingX 
as  in  former  times,  with  rams'  horns,  broken  platters^  and 
a  stone  in  a  sling.  The  witnesses  were  three  infamous 
women,  who  swore  to  the  words  without  the  hmendaes; 
they  were  laden  with  the  guilt  of  many  peijuries  already^ 
and  such  of  them  as  could  be  found  afterward  were  con* 
victed,  and  the  chief  of  them  pilloried  before  the  Exchange. 
The  trial  lasted  seven  hours,  and  Mr.  Rosewel  behaved  with 
all  the  decency  and  reelect  to  the  court  that  could  be  ex- 
pected, and  made  a  defence  that  was  applauded  by  most  of 
the  hearers*  He  said  it  was  iaspossible  the  witnesses  shoiild 
remember,  and  be  able  to  pronounce  so  long  a  period,  when 
they  could  not  so  nracb  as  tell  the  text,  nor  aay  thing  else 
in  the  sermon,  besides  the  words  th^  had  sworn :  several 
who  beard  the  sermon,  and  wrote  it  in  shoK  hand,  declared 
they  beard  no  such  words.  Mr.  Rosewel  ofhreA  his  own 
notes  to  prove  it»  bet  no  regard  was  had  to  tbeas.  The 
women  could  not  pro^e,  says  Burnet,  by  any  one  circun»- 
stanee,  that  they  were  at  the  meeting ;  or  that  any  person  saw 
them  there  on  that  day ;  the  words  they  swore  were  so  gross, 
that  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  any  man  in  his  wits  would 
express  himself  so,  before  a  nsixed  assembly ;  yet  Jeflferies 
urged  the  matter  with  his  usual  vehemence.  He  laid  it  for 
a  foundation,  that  all  preaching  at  conventicles  was  treason- 
able, and  that  this  ought  to  dispose  the  jury  to  believe  any 
evidence  upon  that  head,  so  the  jury  brought  him  in  guiky;^ 

*  Ab  mod  m  Mr.  Rosewel  wis  oooTieted«  sir  Jslm  Talbot,  who  wis  praaent  ti.  iIm 
trisil,  went  to  tbe  lcie|^,  mod  vKgcd  on  bis  uu^esty*  tbtt  if  seek  o? Ueoee  as  bad  appear* 
ed  agaiiist  Mr.  Rosewel  were  admitted,  no  one  of  bis  sobjeets  would  be  safe.  Upott 
tfaie,  wbea  Jefleries  sooa  after  ease  into  tbe  lojal  presence,  witb  an  air  ol  rTallrtisa 
and  liiaaipb  to  eoagratnlate  his  aujestj  en  tho  oamtiotioo  of  a  trtf  iec,  tbe  king  gwf« 
bim  a  cold  reoeptioo,  wfaiob  danptd  bis  ardooe  in  tbe  basioess.  Wbeo  tbo  cowl 
iliet  to  boar  Mr.  Rosewel's  ooonsel,  this  eormpt  jndge,  who  am  tbo  trial  bad  iatar^ 
miDg^  witb  tbe  exaiaiaatios  of  the  witaesses  vindeot  iaveetires  against  biai,  aad 
with  bis  usual  veheaDeaoe  bad  eadeavooied  to  prejodioe  and  iadkme  tbe  jorj,  aoar 
assnined  a  tone  of  moderation,  and  strongtj  recommended  to  the  king's  oookael 
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upon  which,  sayci  the  bisbop,*  there  was  a  shameful  rejoking; 
and  it  was  now  thoilght,  allconventieles  must  be  suppressedi, 
when  such  evidence  could  be  received  against  such  a  defence. 
Bat  when  the  words  came  to  be  examined  by  men  learned 
in  the  law,  they  were  found  not  to  be  treason  by  any  statute* 
So  Mr.  Rosewel  moved  an  arrest  of  judgment  till  council 
should  be  heard ;  and  though  it  was  doubtful,  whether  the 
motion  was  proper  on  this  foundation  after  the  verdict,  yet 
the  king  was  out  of  countenance  at  the  accounts  he  heard 
of  the  witnesses,  that  he  gave  orders  to  yield  to  it ;  and  in 
the  end  he  was  pardoned.t  The  court  lost  a  great  deal  of 
reputation  by  this  trial ;  for  besides  that  Rosewel  made  a 
strong  defence,  he  proved  that  he  had  always  been  a  loyal 
man  even  in  Cromwell's  days,  that  he  prayed  constantly  for 
the  king  in  his  family,  and  that  in  his  sermons  he  often  in-^ 
sisted  upon  the  obligations  to  loyalty. 

Among  other  sufferers  for  nonconformity,  we  must  not 
forget  the  reverend  Mr.  William  Jenkyns,  M.  A.  the  ejected 
minister  of  Christ-church,  who  died  this  year  in  Newgate : 
he  was  educated  in  St.  John's-coUege,  Cambridge;  and  about 
the  year  1641  was  chosen  minister  of  this  place,  and  lecturer 
of  Blackfriars,  both  which  pulpits  he  filled  with  great  ac- 
ceptance till  the  destruction  of  monarchy,  after  which  he 
was  sequestered,  for  refusing  to  comply  with  the  orders  of 
parliament,  j:  He  was  sent  to  the  Tower  for  Love's  plot, 
but  upon  his  humble  petition,  and  promise  of  submission  to 
the  powers  in  being,  he  was  pardoned,  and  his  sequestratioQi 

oamtioD  and  deliberatioD^  where  the  life  of  a  man  was  dependiog.    See  the  Trial. 
—Ed. 

N.  B.  This  trial  hu  been  reprinted  id  the  Protestant  Dissentera*  Megasine.        < 

•  Page  446. 

t  Calajny,  toI.  2.  p.  756.    Palmer's  Non.  Mem.  rol.  2.  p.  512. 

i  BIr.  Jenkyns  was,  by  his  mother,  the  grandson  of  Mr.  John^  Rogers,  the  protO'^. 
martyr  in  the  reign  of  qneen  Mary.    The  order  of  parliament,  to  which  he  refused 
obedience,  was  one  that  enjoined  a  public  thanksgiving.    The  brethren,  with  whom 
he  was  keeping  a  fast,  when  he  was  apprehended  in  1684,  were  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr., 
Keeling,  and  Mr.  Placet,  who  made  their  escape,  which  Mr.  Jenkyns  might  have  done, 
had  it  not  been  for  a  piece  of  vanity  in  a  lady,  whose  long  train  hindered  his  going 
down  stairs ;  Mr.  Jenkyns,  in  his  great  civility,  having  let  her  pass  before  him.  At  bin 
faneral,  which  was  attended  by  many  eminent  persons,  and  some  scores  of  menming 
ooaehes,  his'  son  gave  rings  with  this  motto,  '*  William  Jenkyns  mnrdered  in  New- 
gate."   Upon  his  death,  a  nobleman  said  to  the  king,  "  May  it  please  your  majesty, 
Jenkyns  has  got  his  liberty."  On  which  he  asked  with  eagerness,  '•  Aye !  who  gave 
it  him  ?"  The  nobleman  replied,  '<  A  greater  than  yonr  majesty,  the  King  of  kings ;" 
with  #bioh  the  king  seemed  greatly  struck,  and  remaned  silent    Granger,  toI.  3* 
p.  317.    Palmer,  vol.  1 .  p.  98 — 100 ;  and  History  of  the  Town  of  Taontoo>  p.  157% 
— Bd.  ... 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   PURITANS.  497 

talcen  ofl^  but  ho  carefuUy  avoided  meddling  in  politics  after- 
wards He  wa6  summoned  before  the  council  January  2, 
1661^  and  reprimanded^  because  he  forgot  to  pray  for  the 
king  ;*  and  being  ejected  with  his  bi^thren  in  166S,  he  re- 
tired into  the  country;  but  upon  the  indulgence  in  1671^  he 
had  a  new  meeting-house^  erected  for  him  in  JeWin-street, 
ivhere  he  preached  to  a  crowded  audience.  He  was  one  of 
the  merchants*  lecturers  atPinners'-halL  And  when  the  in- 
dulgence was  revoked,  he  continued  preaching  as  he  could 
till  this  year ;  but  September  2, 1684,  being  at  a  private  fast 
with  some  of  his  brethren,  the  soldiers  broke  in,  and  carried 
Mr.  Jenkyn  before  two  aldermen,  who  treated  him  very 
i^udely,  and,  vpon  his  refusing  the  Oxford  oath,  committed 
him  to  Newgate :  while  he  was  there,  he  petitioned  the 
king  for  a  release,  his  physicians  declaring,  that  his  life  was 
in  dai%er  from  his  close  confinement ;  but  no  security  would 
be  accepted.  So  that  he  soon  declined  in  his  health,  and 
died  in  Newgate  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  bis  age,  Janu- 
ary Id,  1684 — 5,  having  been  a  prisoner  four  months  and 
one  week.  A  little  before  his  death  he  said,  a  man  might 
be  as  effectually  murdered  in  Newgate  as  at  Tyburn.  He 
was  buried  by  his  friends  in  Bunhill-fields  with  great  honour, 
many  eminent  persons,  atid  some  scores  of  coaches,  attend- 
ing bis  funeral. 

This  was  the  usage  the  dissenters  met  with  from  the 
church  of  England  at  this  time,  which  has  hardly  a  parallel 
in  the  Christian  world :  remarkable  are  the  words  of  the 
earl  of  Castlemain,  a  Roman  Catholic,  on  this  occasion : 
'<  'Twas  never  known  (says  he)  that  Rome  persecuted,  as 
the  bishops  do,  those  who  adhere  to  the  same  faith  with 
themselves ;  and  established  an  inquisition  against  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  strictest  piety  among  themselves;  and,  how- 
ever the  prelates  complain  of  the  bloody  persecution  of 
queen  Mary,  it  is  manifest  that  their  persecution  exceeds 
it;  for  under  her  there  were  not  more  than  two  or  three 
hundred  put  to  death,  whereas,  under  their  persecution, 
above  treble  that  number  have  been  rifled,  destroyed,  and 
ruined  in  their  estates,  lives,  and  liberties,  being  (as  is  most 
remarkable)  men  for  the  most  part  of  the  same  spirit  with 
those  Protestants  Who  suflelred  under  the  prelates  in  queen 
Mary's  time.^'t. 


•  Ktnnel's  Chron.  p.  601.  f  Vtirt;  p,  «5». 
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This  year  died  Mri  Benjamin  Woodbridge,  M^A^  the 
ejected  minister  of  Newbury.  He  was  bred  up  in  Magda* 
len-hall,  Oxford ;  from  thence  he  went  to  New  England, 
and  was  the  first  graduate  of  the  college  there.  On  his  re- 
turn to  England^  he  succeeded  Dr.  Twisse  at  Newbury, 
where  he  had  a  mighty  reputation  as  a  scholar,  a  preacher, 
a  casuist^  and  a  Christian.  He  was  a  great  instrument  of 
reducing  the  whole  town  to  sobriety,  and  to  family  as  well 
as  public  religion.  Upon  the  Restoration^  he  was  made  one 
of  the  king^s  chaplains  in  ordinary,  and  preached  once  be- 
fore him.  He*was  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  Savoy, 
and  very  desirous  of  an  accommodation  with  the  church- 
party.  He  was  offered  a  canonry  of  Windsor,  but  refused 
it,  and  afterward  suffered  many  ways  for  his  nonconformity, 
though  he  was  generally  respected  and  beloved  by  all  who 
were  judges  of  real  worth.  He  had  a  sound  judgment,  and 
was  a  fine  preacher,  having  a  commanding  voice  and  aspect. 
His  temper  was  cheerful,  and  his  behaviour  obliging ;  he 
was  exemplary  for  his  moderation,  and  of  considerable 
learning.  When  the  five-mile  act  took  place,  be  removed 
from  Newbury  to  a  small  distance,  where  he  preached  as  he 
bad  opportunity.*  He  was  liberal  to  the  poor,  and  in  all 
respects  a  good  and  great  man.  He  died  at  Inglefield,  No- 
vember 1,  1684f,  in  a  good  old  age,  after  he  had  been  a  mi- 
nister in  those  parts  almost  forty  years. 

The  sufferings  of  the  Presbyterians  in  Scotland  run 
parallel  with  those  of  England,  during  the  whole  course  of 
this  reign,  but  the  people  were  not  quite  so  tame  and  siib- 
missive :+  the  same  or  greater  acts  of  severity,  than  those 
whicli  were  made  against  the  Nonconformists  in  England, 
were  enacted  in  Scotland.  Episcopacy  was  restored  May  8, 
1669,  and  the  covenant  declared  to  be  an  unlawful  oath. 
All  persons  in  office  were  to  sign  a  declaration  of  the  un- 
lawfulness of  taking  up  arms  against  the  king,  or  any  com- 
missioned by  him,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever.    The  Eng- 
lish act  against  conventicles  was  copied,  and  passed  almost 
in  the  same  terms  in  Scotland.    The  bishops  were  some  Of  > 
the  worst  of  men,  and  hated  by  the  people  as  they  deserved, 
for  their  deportment  was  unbecoming  their  function,  says  *■ 
bishop  Burnet  ;j:  some  did  not  live  within  their  diocesses, 

♦  Calainj,  vjol.  2.  p.  956.     Palmer's  Nob.  Mem.  toI.  1.  p.  «29i 
t  Vol.  1.  p.  206— I2U.  t  Page  317. 
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and  those  who  diidj  seemed  to  take  no  care  of  them:  they 
shewed  no  zeal  against  vice ;  the  most  eminently  viciousin 
the  country  were  their  peculiar  confidants;  nor  had  they 
any  concern  to  keep  their  clergy  to  their  duty,  but  were 
themselves  guilty  of  levity,  and  great  sensuality. 

The  people  were  generally  of  the  Presbyterian  persua- 
sion, and  stood  firm  by  each  other.  In  many  places  they 
were  fierce  and  untractable,  and  generally  forsook  the 
churches;  the  whole  country  complained  of  the  new  epis- 
copal clergy,  as  immoral,  stupid,  ignorant,  and  greedy  of 
gain ;  and  treated  them  with  an  aversion  that  sometimes 
proceeded  to  violence.  Many  were  brought  before  the 
council,  and  ecclesiastical  commission,  for  not  coming  to 
church ;  but  the  proofs  were  generally  defective,  for  the 
people  would  not  give  evidence  one  against  another.  How-r 
ever,  great  numbers  were  cast  into  prison^  and  ill  used; 
some  were  fined;  and  the  younger  sort  whipped  publicly 
about  the  streets;  so  that  great  numbers  transported  their 
families  to  Ulster  in  Ireland,  where  they  were  well  re- 
ceived. 

The  government  observed  no  measures  with  this  people, 
they  exacted  exorbitant  fines  for  their  not  coming  to  church, 
and  quartered  soldiers  upon  them  till  they  were  riiined* 
The  truth  is,  says  Burnetj*  the  whole  face  of  the  govern- 
mejit  looked  more  like  the  proceedings  of  an  inquisition, 
than  of  legal  courts.  At  lengtTi,  in  the  year  1666,  sir  James  * 
Turner  being  sent  into  the  west  to  levy  fines  at  discretion, 
the  people  rose  up  in  arms,  and  published  a  manifesto,  that 
they  did  not  take  arnjs  against  the  king,  but  only  that  they 
might  be  delivered  from  the  tyranrty  of  the  bishops,  and  that 
presbytery  and  the  covenant  might  be  set  up,  and  their  old 
ministers  restored.     Turner  and  all  his  soldiers  were  made 
prisoners,  but  marching  out  of  their  own  cotihtry,  they  were 
dispersed  by  the  king's  forces,  about  forty  being  killed,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  taken;  many  of  whom  were  hanged 
before  their  own  doors,  and  died  with  great  firmness  and 
joy.t    Mr.  Maccail  their  ministei-  underwent  the  torture, 
and  died  with  great  constancy ;  his  last  words  were,  "  Fare- 
well sun,  moon,  and  stars;  farewell  kindred  arid  friends, 
world  and  time,  and  this  weak  and  frail  body ;  and  welcome 
eternity,  welcome  angels  and  saints,  welcome  Saviour  of  the 

•  Page  307.  309,  310.  f  Bamet,  tol.  1.  p.  348. 
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worid,  and  God  tiie  jiidg«  of  «U  I''  vitJMh  be  »poke  in  looli 
a^anner  as  struck  aU  who  heard  him*  The  cemmaiider.  of 
tbe  kiog^'s  forces  killed  some  in  cold  blood,  and  thfeateoeil 
to  spit  others  and  roast  them  elive. 

When  tbe  indulgence  was  published  in  England  the  Scots 
had  the  benefit  of  it,  bat  when  it  uras  taken  away  the  per- 
secution revived,  with  inexpressible  severity,  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  duke  Lauderdale.  Conventicles  abounded 
in  all  parts  of  the  country;  the  Presbyterian  ministers 
preached  in  their  own  houses,  to  numbers  of  people  that 
stood  without  doors  to  hear  them ;  and  when  they  were  dis- 
persed by  the  magistrates,  they  retreated  into  the  fields  with 
their  ministers  to  hear  the  word  of  God ;  and  to  prevent 
being  disturbed,  carried  arms  sufficient  for  their  defence. 
Upon  which  a  very  severe  act  was  passed  against  bouse  con- 
venticles and  field  conventicles,  declaring  them  treasonable ; 
and  the  landlords,  in  whose  grounds  they  were  held,  were 
to  be  severely  fined,  unless  they  discovered  the  persons  pre- 
smit.  But  still  this  did  not  terrify  the  people,  who  met  to- 
gether in  defiance  of  the  law.*  Writs  were  issued  against 
many  who  were  called  Cameronians,  who  were  outlawed, 
and  therefore  left  their  houses,  and  travelled  about  the 
country,  till  at  length  they  collected  into  a  body,  and  der 
clared  that  the  king  had  forfeited  the  crown  of  that  king'- 
dom  by  renouncing  the  covenant;  but  the  duke  of  Mon<* 
mouth,  being  sent  to  disperse  them>  routed  them  at  Qoth?- 
welUbridge,  killing  four  hundred,  and  taking  twelve  hundred 
prisoners;  two  ministers  were  hanged,  and  two  hundred 
banished  to  the  plantations,  who  were  all  lost  at  sea.t  Came^ 
ron  their  preacher  fell  in  battle,  but  Haekston  and  Cargil, 
the  two  other  preachers,  died  with  invincible  courage ;  as 
did  all  the  rest,  who  were  offered  their  lives  if  they  w^Hild 
say,  God  bless  the  king!  Haekston  had  both  his  hands  cut 
off,  which  hesuffered  with  a  constancy  and  rapture  that  were 
truly  amazing.  When  both  his  hands  were  cut  off,  be  asked 
whether  they  would  cut  off  his  feet  too?  And  notwHht 
standing  all  his  loss  of  blood,  after  he  was  hanged,  and  hia 
heart  taken  out  of  his  body,  it  was  alive  upon  the  hangar 
man's  knife. 

At  length,  says  bishop  B^urhet^  things  came  to  that  ex<f 

•  Buriict,  Tol.  2,  p.  64. 165.  182.  266.  268,  269. 
t  P.  $25,224.  J  P.  341. 
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tr^mityi.tiwt  tb«  people  sftir  ibey  lawt^ome  t0o1iur«borbe 
uodlone ;  bat  tbey  came  ip  90  nwkwiurdl  9  oiemier,  tbat  il  was 
visible  tbey  did  not  cpaie  tp  s^ye  Go4i  buttoaaye  tbeir 
substeii^i  for  tbey  were  talking  or  sleeping  during  the  wbo)e 
«er?ice.  Tbi9  introduped  a  sort  of  atbeism  among  tbe 
younger  people.  But  the  inquisitipn  was  so  terrible,  that 
numbers  fled  from  tbeir  native  country*  and  settled  in  tbe 
plantations.  These  methods  of  conversion  were  subversive 
of  Christianityy  and  a  reproach  to  a  Protestant  church  and 
nation ;  but  oppression  and  tyranny  bad  overspread  the 
English  dominions ;  tbe  hearts  of  all  good  men  fliiled  them 
for  fear,  end  for  looking  after  those  things  that  were 
coming  on  the  land;  the  clouds  were  gathering  thick  oter 
their  heads>  and  there  was  no  other  defence  against  an  in- 
undation of  Popery  and  slavery,  but  tbe  thin  security  of  the, 
king's  life. 

To  return  to  England :  when  the  king  had  made  way  for 
a  Popisb  successor,  by  introducing  an  arbitrary  and  tyran- 
nical government^  his  majesty  began  to  think  himself  neg- 
lected, all  tbe  court  being  made  to  the  rising  sun ;  upon 
which  he  was  heard  to  say  in  some  passion,  that  if  he  lived 
.a  month  longjer  he  would  fiad«  way  to  make  himself  eaey 
for  tbe  remainder  of  bis  life**  This  was  interpreted  as  a 
design  to  change  hands,  by  sending  abroad  the  duke  of  York, 
and  recalling  the  duke  of  Monmouth  \  which  struck  terror 
into  the  Popish  party,  and  is  thought  to  have  bastened  his 
death,  for  be  was  seized  with  a  kind  of  apoplexy  February 
S,  and  died  on  the  Friday  following,  February  6,  1684— &, 
in  the  iBfty-fourtb  year  of  his  age,  not  without  violent  sus- 
picion of  poison>  either  by  snuff,  or  an  infusion  in  broth, 
as  bishop  Burnet  and  others  of  undoubted  credit  have 
assured  us,  the  body  not  being  snfered  to  be  thoroughly 
examined.t 

King  Charles  II.  was  a  genUeman  of  wit  and  good-na- 
ture4  till  his  temper  was  soured  in  the  latter  part  of  bis  life 
by  his  Popish  counsellors.    His  court  was  a  scene  of  luxury 

*  Wehrood's  Mem.  p.  125^  bkclh  ed.>  t  Bornet,  toI.  2.  p.  460. 

X  Charles  the  Second,  **  as  a  gentleman  (tajs  Dr.  Warner),  was  liked  by  every 
body,  bnt  beloved  by  nobody ;  and  as  a  prince,  though  be  might  be  respected  for  his 
station,  yet  his  death  oonld  not  be  lamented  by  a  lover  of  hia  country,  apon  any  other 
moliTe,  bat  that  it  introdaoed  a  moch  worse  monarch  on  the  thjrone  than  he  was  him- 
self." There  was  ground,  in  this  view,  for  tbe  remark  'of  Dr.  Gregory  Sharpe ; 
*'  that  if  the  English  were  in  tears,  when  the  king  died  in  1685,  it  was  more  to  la- 
ment the  succession,  than  the  funeral."  Ecolestastieal  History,  vol.  2*  p.  929.  Sharpe's 
Inlroduction  to  Unirtrsal  Historyv  p.  836.  atDond  td^   ;    .      • 
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«nd  all  kinds  of  leiTdneBS^  and  bis  prcrfase  expenses  upon 
unlawful  pleasures,  reduced  him  to  the  necessity  of  becom- 
ing a  pensioner  of  France.  If  he  had  any  religion,  it  was 
that  of  a  disguised  Papist,  or  rather  a  Deist ;  but  he  was 
strangely  entangled,  during  his  whole  life,  with  the  obliga- 
tions he  had  been  brought  under  by  the  Roman  Catholics. 
He  aimed  at  being  an  absolute  monarch,  but  would  be  at  no 
farther  trouble  to  accomplish  it,  than  to  give  his  corrupt 
ministry  liberty  to  do  what  they  pleased.  The  king  had  a 
great  many  vices,  says  Burnet,*  but  few  virtues  to  correct 
them.i'  Religion  was  with  him  no  more  than  an  engine  of 
«tate*  He  hated  the  Nonconformists,  because  they  appear- 
ed against  the  prerogative,  and  received  the  fire  of  all  the 
enemies  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  Protestant  religion 
with  an  unshaken  firmness.  His  majesty's  chief  concern  at 
last  was  for  his  brother's  succession ;  and  when  he  came  to 
die,  he  spoke  not  a  word  of  religion,  nor  shewed  any  remorse 
for  his  ilUspent  life :  he  expressed  no  tenderness  for  his  sub- 
jects, nor  any  concern  for  his  queen,  but  only  recommended 
his  mistresses  and  their  children  to  Kis  brother's  regard.  So 
that  no  Englishman,  or  friend  of  his  country,  could  weep  at 
his  death,  firom  any  other  motive,  than  his  keeping  out  a 
successor  who  was  worse  than  himself. 

•  Vol.  «.  p.  165.    ' 

To  this  it  maj  be  added,  tliat  Charles  TT.  was  oharacterized,  as  haying  never  said 
a  foolish  thing,  nor  doae  a  wise  one.  A  late  writer  of  dramatieal  history,  Mr.  Thomas 
Davis,  is  supposed  to  have  contradicted  this  by  an  anecdote  he  has  given.  Mrs. 
Marshall,  the  first  aotresa  on  the  king's  theatre,  and  a  woman  of  virtue,  having  been 
tricked  into  a  sham  marriage  by  a  nobleman,  king  Charles  IL  obliged  him  to  settle 
an  annual  income  on  her.  Hiis  indicated  equity  of  mind  as  well  as  wisdom.  Rosctns 
Anglicanns,  p.  19.  24,  in  the  Literary  Moseoro,  8vo.  printed  179^. — Ed. 

t  Long  since  Mr.  Neal's  history  was  published,  it  has  appeared  that  there  was  a 
design  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  to  place  a  bishop  in  Virginia;  and  that  the  letters 
patent  for  that  purpose  were  actually  made  ont,  and  are  extant.  The  design  failed^ 
beoaose  the  whole  endowment  was  Sxed  oni  the  oastoma.  Seeker's  Letter  to  Mr.  Ho*- 
ratio  Walpole,  p.  17. — Ed. 


END   OF    TOL.    IV. 


Printed  by  J.  F.  Dovx,  St.  John's  Square. 
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